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A LETTER FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Since January, I've been watching the weather with confusion. Places where I usually expect to see fat, fluffy flakes

have been subject to sheets of rain. The joy my skis bring me has been fewer and further between. We've had to
both tread lightly with elevated avalanche hazard and strike quickly when the snow falls. Now, it’s spring and it feels

like summers; it has for weeks. It all has me wondering: what is the future of winter here in Utah?

Both this season and the mega-winter of 2023 might provide some insight here. We can expect weirder and wilder
weather patterns. It seems that the predictable powder of our past will not always be as reliable. Adapting to this
future will take hard work, and it will ask us to not only look at what’s right in front of us, but also what is on the

distant horizon. It will take patience. And, it will take good planning.

While this is unsettling, I believe it comes with opportunity. Through collaboration with partners and agencies, we
can plan for drier years. We can work with state and federal managers to keep our forests healthy and make sure
that both the watershed and wilderness qualities are protected.

In January, my team and I trekked up to the Utah State Capitol to do just that. We asked our lawmakers to put
money and time toward better resources for our canyons and peaks. And, with support from both sides of the aisle,
we were able to get resources to study forest fire and watershed health. We also saw money unlocked for new

transit solutions. These are small victories worth celebrating.

And celebrate we did - at the end of March, we hosted our annual Lone Peak Celebration. There, we brought
together hundreds of people who cherish this place. It was great to see everyone and to raise a glass to some of the
headway we have made this past year. Headway like protecting the Big Cottonwood from an unwanted parking lot,

and rallying our members to speak up for Parley’s.

Now, as we head into what will almost
definitely be a hot and dry summer, the work
continues. We continue to fight the
accelerated erosion of our federal land
managers. We continue to fight state
encroachment on public lands. And, we
continue to fight well-funded developers who
would love to see more cables and pavement

in the range.

Like this winter, these challenges remind me
that we must learn to live within the natural
boundaries of our systems. These years are a
window on the future: while we can maintain
the land, we have no control over the snow or
rain. Some years will be too much of a good

thing, some years will be defined by scarcity.




While we will stay true to our mission and core beliefs

here at Save Our Canyons, there are many issues we
will have to quickly respond to, the outcomes yet
unknown. We are waiting on a decision on the Roadless
Rule. We are waiting for a response from the
Department of Air Quality on the Parley’s Mine. We are
waiting on the outcome of our lawsuit against the Little

Cottonwood Canyon Gondola.

With our partners in all of those fights, we are not only
organizing and planning, we are aligning on what the
future of those places can look like. We have a clear
vision for what a better future could look like. I believe
that we can prove that less destructive public transit
can work. We can uphold strong protections for our
forest and still manage forest fire threats. And, there is
a better use for hundreds of acres of undeveloped land
adjacent to a proposed wilderness area than a

gravel pit.
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So, what will the future of the Wasatch look like? It will
not be about expanded development into wild places. It
will be about adaptation. It will be science-based
conservation that protects the mountains into this new
era of weather and climate.

What will keep me going through this summer is
knowing that we have thousands of allies in this work.
While I'm out on the trails running or working with our
stewardship crew, I will know that we are all in it
together. That is truly what it will take to continue to

protect the place, to save our canyons.

Jack A. Stauss
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR




WHEN THE SNOW
FALLS SHORT,
STEWARDSHIP RISES

SAM WERSTAK,
OUTREACH AND COMMUNITY MANAGER

This year feels a little different. A warm, dry winter has
left many of us wondering what the months ahead will
bring for the Wasatch. Low snowpack and early melt are
more than seasonal talking points. They shape the health
of our watershed, our forests, and the places we turn to
for recreation. It is a reminder that stewardship is not
something we can put off.

The Wasatch Stewardship Program returns with a full
season of opportunities to get outside and give back.
Volunteers will help restore trails, including the
Timpanooke Trail and others, remove invasive species like
Myrtle Spurge and Garlic Mustard, clean up heavily-used
trailheads in several counties, and support ongoing efforts
with Salt Lake City Public Lands to rehabilitate and
restore native species in the foothills of the Wasatch. Just
as important, this work brings people together. In a time
when so much feels uncertain, showing up for the land
and for each other offers something steady. The Wasatch
Stewardship Program is a way to turn concern into action,
and to be part of a community rooted in care.

Showing up for the Wasatch does not require special
skills, just love and a willingness to pitch in. Whether you
can join us once, twice, or more throughout the season,

your time makes a real impact.

If you have been looking for a way to get involved, this is it.
Scan the QR code to learn more, explore upcoming

projects, and sign up to volunteer.




INSIDE THE 2026
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

DOUG TOLMAN, POLICY MANAGER

The 2026 Utah General Legislative Session wrapped up
on March 6th, concluding a 45-day period where
elected officials from around the state gathered to pass
new bills into law. Save Our Canyons closely tracked a
number of bills, coordinated policy changes with
lawmakers, and called on you to speak up when it
counted. Now that the dust has settled, how did the
Wasatch fare this year?

BY THE NUMBERS:

e Arecord-breaking 1,021 bills were considered this

session, with 541 passing into law.

e Save Our Canyons members sent 4,998 messages
to legislators.

e Staff spoke at two committee meetings and
coordinated with dozens of lawmakers on policy
changes.

® The organization supported 6 bills, 5 of which
passed.

® The organization opposed 4 bills, 3 of which
passed.
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Prior to this legislative session, the Trump
administration slashed U.S. Forest Service (USFS)
budgets and staffing, attempted to rescind the 2001
Roadless Area Conservation Rule, and limited public
accountability during Environmental Impact Statements
and Assessments. This created a greenlight for two
things: state takeover of our public lands, and increased

demand for resources to manage them.

Some bills sought to bring resources to problems our
public lands face, while others sought to erode federal
authority over these lands, which has long been the law
of the land. Many bills attempted to do a little of both,
making it challenging to parse through the nuance to
understand the tangible impacts to the beauty and
wildness of the Wasatch.

Compared to what it could have been, this session was
light; no new gondola funding or a new pathway for
gravel pit expansion. We will continue to stay vigilant,
watching closely for nefarious changes that could
impact the beauty and wildness of the Wasatch, while

keeping our eyes peeled for opportunities.



NOTABLE BILLS WE WORKED ON:

OTHER BILLS WE TR

HB 376 - Land Management Funding Amendments
Sponsor: State Representative Carl Albrecht
Stance: Support

Status: Passed

This bill provided the Utah Forest Restoration Institute at Utah State
University with significantly more funding and direction to coordinate
Watershed Restoration Initiative projects. We support this move to bring
additional research and resources to critical on-the-ground work that
supports forest health. We met with the sponsors of this bill to share our

perspective, and spoke in support of it during a committee hearing.

HB 546 - Public Lands Duty of Care Amendments
Sponsor: State Representative Ken Ivory
Stance: Oppose

Status: Passed

This messaging bill was based on the flawed assertion that Utah never
ceded control of jurisdiction over federal lands. In reality, Utah never had
this authority, which the Property Clause of the U.S. Constitution grants to
Congress. This bill uses that flawed assertion to codify that the state can
declare “Landscape Scale Nuisances”, which would override federal plans
and rules, such as the 2001 Roadless Rule and the 2003 Wasatch Cache

Forest Plan. We spoke against this bill in committee, and activated Save Our

Canyons members to send nearly 5,000 messages in opposition.

SCR 11 - Concurrent Resolution Supporting Federal
Public Lands in Utah

Sponsor: State Representative Nate Blouin

Stance: Support

Status: Failed

Had it passed, this Senate Concurrent Resolution would have expressed
support for the federal government's continued preservation of Utah's
public lands for future generations. We worked with the sponsor on
language in this resolution, which unfortunately did not make it to a

committee hearing.

ACKED:

® HB 481 - L easing of retail space in the “Mobility Hub” for Little and Big Cottonwood Canyon was approved in this

transportation omnibus bill, making a better experience for canyon transit-riders.

® SB 44 - The 2026 Statewide Resource Management Plan (SRMP) was approved, including a proposal to create a

state park in Millcreek Canyon. This “wishlist” item does not greenlight any specific changes, but it raises alarm

bells. Save Our Canyons will continue monitoring and engaging with this situation to ensure forest health and

dispersed recreation in Millcreek Canyon are not impacted.

® HB 536 - Protections and restoration funding for natural and archaeological features on public lands were

improved.

® HB 30 - Access and stewardship funding for Wildlife Management Areas were improved.
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In the last several months, we have had some positive momentum throughout the Wasatch.

Firstly, in November (shortly after our last Ridgeline Report), Brighton passed their land use
ordinance. The ordinance drew a boundary around the ski areas, and if the resorts want to
expand, they must first go through the town. This effectively stopped Solitude’s new parking lot. !iu'-.'

Second, after years of gridlock on transit plans, the Utah Department of Transportation (UDOT)
has released a roadmap For'.hetter-'-hu'sing.in_h'oth Big and Little Cottonwood Canyons. While the
fight over the gondola is not over and our lawsuit is d'ngo'in-g', the success of these plans could help
prove that less invasive strategies could be successful.

. \ :
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BRIGHTON ADOPTS NEW
LAND USE ORDINANCE

PHOTO CREDIT | DOUG TOLMAN
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Our organization has long championed smart planning and management for the mountains,
canyons, and creeks. The backbone of this work are people that doggedly fight for their
communities and land they love. In the fall of 2025 we joined a chorus of skiers and locals to
speak up for the forest in Big Cottonwood Canyon. Alterra, Solitude’s parent company, wanted to
expand their operation across the canyon road to an aspen grove, expanding their parking by over
500 stalls. We've spent the last 54 years opposing ski area expansion, but this one was
particularly concerning as it would cut down an aspen forest, increase canyon congestion, and

forever alter the character of people’s homes and places we ski tour.

Fortunately, the unified voice was heard and the Town of Brighton passed an ordinance limiting
ski resorts to their current defined boundaries. If they want to expand past that, they have to get
the town to sign off on it. This is a powerful statement. It shows that it is not simply Save Our
Canyons yelling into the void: a majority of people across the Wasatch Front want to uphold the
values in our mission. At a time when so much feels like a challenge, we are comforted that for
now, those trees will continue to grow, while the local community and government still have the

power to make a real impact.
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This year, we have seen some significant headway on transit solutions for the Central
Wasatch. In November and December, UDOT released plans for both Big and Little
Cottonwood Canyons. In Big, we will see significantly improved bus stations at the ski
areas, and updated stops at dispersed trailheads. In Little, UDOT plans to move forward
with “Phase 1” of the Little Cottonwood Canyon Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).
Done together, these plans will get levels of busing back up, create a new “mobility hub”
for both canyons, and incentivize bus use through tolling. We are generally supportive of
this work, but have some critiques and advice on how to make it successful, equitable,

and environmentally sound.

On equity, this new system must be connected to a wider transit system that provides
people the capacity to take rail and bus from around the valley and Wasatch Back to the
Cottonwood Canyons. Similarly, we should not simply prioritize winter access to the four
businesses in the canyons.

When implementing these plans, we must account for the full range of community needs
—not just powder day congestion. Busing should be affordable, comfortable, and
accessible for everyone, in every season.

As we consider adding new buildings and bus routes in the canyons, we must continue to
ask: is this good for the wildness, watershed, and ecosystem? What impacts are we
creating, and how can we manage and mitigate those impacts? While we build new plans

for getting people into the range, we must also create a pathway to support the
environmental systems in the canyon. Earmarking a percentage of revenue from tolls,
mobility hubs, and the ski resorts could help mitigate the damage caused by increased ‘w\

visitor use.

.
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We will continue to answer the question: what will the Wasatch look like in 50 years?
With so many plans in the works it is imperative that SOC stays at the center of this
conversation. It is our strong belief that we must continue to stand up and speak for the
place while big projects move along. Our support of transit will also be the only thing that
blocks the Little Cottonwood Canyon Gondola once and for all.
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WHY CONSERVATION IS WORTH CELEBRATING

GRACE TYLER, DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

There are some things we celebrate easily: birthdays, milestones, big wins. But conservation? That’s something we

don’t pause for nearly enough. And yet, it’s worth celebrating.

Because the truth is, this work isn’t always easy to celebrate. It can feel heavy. Week after week, new threats seem
to emerge — places we love at risk, decisions that carry real consequences, landscapes under pressure from
development, recreation impacts, climate shifts, and competing land-use priorities. It can be draining. It can feel like
we're always playing defense. That’s exactly why moments like our 21st Annual Lone Peak Celebration matter so

much.

Lone Peak wasn't just another event on the calendar. It was a
reminder of what’s possible when a community comes
together around something bigger than itself. It was a night
filled with energy, generosity, and a shared belief that
protecting the places we love truly matters.

Set against the backdrop of the Wasatch Mountains, home to
some of the most iconic and beloved public lands in Utah, the
evening was a celebration of the very places this work exists
to protect. From the steep granite walls of Lone Peak itself, to

the alpine watersheds that feed our valleys, to the aspen

groves, sagebrush benches, and subalpine meadows that
define this range, the Wasatch is more than scenery — it is
habitat, water source, recreation ground, and cultural

landscape all at once.

The funds raised during this event directly support efforts to
protect and steward this incredible range. Because
conservation work can be quiet. It happens in meetings, in
long days outside, in policy discussions, in restoration projects
that take years to see results. It’s often behind the scenes.
But at Lone Peak, we got to bring that work into the spotlight,

to celebrate it, to share it, and to feel the collective impact of
it.

And what a celebration it was. From the moment guests
arrived, there was a sense of connection: old friends
reconnecting, new supporters joining in, and a room full of
people united by a shared purpose. That’s something we don’t

take for granted. Building a community that shows up, leans

in, and believes in this work is no small thing. It’s everything.
14



We are incredibly proud to be part of a community that
not only cares about the Wasatch Mountains, but also

actively supports their protection.

A huge thank you goes to our presenting partner, KUHL,

for standing with us and helping make the evening
possible. Their commitment to conservation and

community continues to make a meaningful difference.

Thank you, Guillaume Bigot (@photosbyguillaume), for

capturing Lone Peak so beautifully through photography—

your gift and talent brought the event to life in a truly
wonderful way.

We're also deeply grateful to our food partner Central 9th

Market, beverage partners Uinta Brewing, Beehive

Distilling, and Athletic Brewing, who helped create such
an incredible experience for our guests. Their generosity

and craftsmanship added so much to the evening, and we

couldn’t have done it without those incredible local

businesses.

Let’s not forget the music from Ben Weiss and Friends.
Ben Weiss is a homegrown Salt Lake City musician,
having first heard of Save Our Canyons when his
mother put a bumper sticker on her car while he was
but a wee lad. Having spent his life traipsing about the
wilderness of Utah, his musical style reflects the epic
and playful nature of the mountains and deserts we all
call home. His lifelong journey of music has led to some
lifelong musical friendships, two of which were
showcased this evening: Megan Nay on fiddle and
Brielle Petrie on mandolin from the local band Pearly
Blue.

And of course, thank you to everyone who contributed
to our silent auction. The variety, creativity, and
generosity behind those donations were truly
remarkable. Because of you, we were able to raise
critical funds that will directly support conservation

efforts moving forward.

Most of all, thank you to everyone who showed up.
Whether you attended, donated, volunteered, or
supported from afar—you are part of this. Lone Peak is
more than an event. It’s a reflection of what we can

accomplish together.

And if the night was any indication, the future of this

work, and this community, is something worth

celebrating.
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Humans did not evolve to notice everything. Our front
facing eyes resemble those of carnivores, and guide
us through the world with nearly singular focus on
the task at hand. Compare this to the anatomy of a
horse, with side-mounted eyes that allow for near
350° vision, scanning for possible predators but
without any real detail. Although this adaptation is a
key part of our success as a species, it may bring our
downfall if we do not overcome our hardwired

tendency for ignorance.

Modern humans, even many that consider themselves
outdoorsy environmentalists, usually allow plants to
fade into the background as ambiguous greenery
while our various activities take the spotlight. The
disparity between where we place our attention is
well known by botanists, and has a name: “plant
blindness.” Our inability to parse local flora as unique
and worthy of conservation plays a huge role in the
continued destruction of biodiversity both around the
world and close to home.

If Ireflect on the Cottonwood Canyons, through the
lens of my younger, untrained eyes, [ would not have
thought them particularly special. I grew up in these
canyons, found them incredibly beautiful, and loved
them deeply, but I'm sure I couldn’t tell you what
makes them different from any other mountains; they
were just normal. In reality, this landscape is unlike
anywhere else in the world, and there is no such thing
as normal.

On a larde scale, the Central Wasatch marks the
intersection of several major ecoregions. The Rocky
Mountain system lays the foundation for our plant
communities, with additional influence from the
Great Basin, Sagebrush Steppe, and even the
Colorado Plateau. This confluence of diversity means
that our unique tapestry of plant species is not
replicated anywhere else. Looking closer, the
Wasatch hosts many plants that are northern Utah
endemics, meaning their worldwide distribution is

entirely limited to this region.

This includes several obligates of rock-outcrops from
the sunflower family, like Garrett’s Fleabane
(Erigeron garrettii), Wasatch Fleabane (Erigeron
arenarioides), and King’s Serpentweed (Herrickia
kingii, my personal favorite Wasatch plant). We also
have riparian plants like Wasatch Fitweed (Corydalis
caseana var. brachycarpa) and Wasatch Shooting
Star (Primula utahensis). The latter is the only species
(plant, animal, fungi, etc.) found exclusively in the
Cottonwood Canyons; its global distribution is limited
to the high elevation couloirs and sheltered rocky
springs of our backyard.

The Cottonwood Canyons are profoundly unique, but
this does not diminish the uniqueness of any other
place. Everywhere on Earth there exists a particular
biogeographic history and a set of beautiful, locally
evolved plants. If this is ever lacking, it is not from
some intrinsic deficiency, but the result of our
species’ systematic destruction of habitat in the
name of colonialism and industrialism. The canyons
are worthy of preservation because they are unique.
And because today, many areas have not yet been
desecrated. This is not a given, and is constantly a
threat. For example, Solitude Mountain Resort wishes
to build a new parking lot, paving over a vibrant and
diverse aspen community in the process. This would
likely destroy one of two known Utah populations of
Heartleaf Springbeauty (Claytonia cordifolia), a plant
common in the Pacific Northwest, but not found
within a 250 mile radius from upper Big Cottonwood

Canyon.

With enough pressure, these attacks on our lands can
be prevented, and a botanical perspective may be the
first step towards their defence. As you explore the
canyons, allow your attention to bring the green
background into focus as discrete objects, and from
there to the possibility that you may be observing
something wholly original. It is not necessary to know
the name of every plant for this exercise to work, only

that you realize you are witnessing something special.
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WHEN THE WASATCH WAKES

Spring is when the Wasatch comes back to life.

Snow retreats from the ridgelines, mule deer move into the mountain
glades, wildflowers begin to push through the soil, and the canyons fill
again with hikers, climbers, runners, anglers, and families who have
waited all winter to return to the mountains. There’s something deeply

personal about this spring in the Wasatch, it feels like a homecoming.

For more than five decades, Save Our Canyons has worked to ensure
that homecoming is still possible. Founded in 1972, Save Our Canyons
was built on a simple but powerful idea: that the Wasatch Range is not
an endless resource to be consumed, but a living landscape worth
protecting. What began as a grassroots response to rapid development
in the mountains has grown into a long-standing conservation voice for
the entire Wasatch ecosystem, from the steep granite of Lone Peak to
the alpine watersheds of Big and Little Cottonwood Canyons, Millcreek
Canyon, and beyond.

Today, that vision is just as urgent as ever.

Because the truth is, the Wasatch is under increasing pressure.
Population growth, recreation demand, development proposals,
watershed concerns, and climate impacts are shaping the future of
these mountains right now. Every week brings new decisions that will
determine what these canyons look like, not just this spring and
summer, but for generations to come. And yet, this is also a moment of
opportunity.

We are seeing more people than ever fall in love with these mountains.
More families hiking their first canyon trail. More kids are learning to
climb, ski, and explore. More communities recognize that clean water,
wildlife habitat, and wild places are not luxuries — they are essentials.

This spring, we are asking our community to help raise $40,000 to

support the ongoing protection of the Wasatch Mountains.

Your support directly fuels the work that keeps these places wild and
accessible. It supports advocacy in public lands and water policy
decisions. It supports science-based stewardship efforts. It supports
public engagement, education, and the often unseen but essential
work of showing up — again and again — for the mountains that cannot

speak for themselves.



It also helps protect the places you know and love most:
® The shaded trails of Millcreek Canyon on a summer morning.
® The cold, clear waters of Big Cottonwood Creek flowing through
the late July heat.
e The wildflower meadows above Albion Basin.
® The granite walls and alpine basins of Lone Peak Wilderness.
e The quiet stretches of American Fork Canyon where elk move at

dusk and golden light hits the ridgelines just right.

These are not abstract places. They are part of people’s lives. They
are where we go to think, to heal, to move our bodies, to be with
family, to feel small in the best possible way.

Save Our Canyons exists to ensure those experiences are still
possible; this summer, next summer, and fifty summers from now.

But we cannot do it without you.

Unlike the mountains we work to protect, this work does not sustain
itself. It depends on people who care enough to invest in it. People
who understand that conservation is not just about what we stop,

but what we choose to protect.

If the Wasatch has ever given you something: a quiet moment on
a trail, a sunrise over the peaks, a memory with someone you love,
this is your chance to give something back.We are asking you to
stand with us today and help raise $40,000 to protect the
Wasatch Range.

Every gift, no matter the size, strengthens this work. It strengthens
the voice for the canyons. It strengthens the future of the places we

all share.

STOCK, MUTUAL FUND, REAL ESTATE DONATIONS

You can make a meaningful gift to Save Our Canyons and gain
a substantial tax advantage for yourself by giving stocks,
bonds, mutual fund shares or real estate that have
appreciated in value. If you are interested in donating stocks,
bonds, mutual funds, or real estate please contact:
® Email: info@saveourcanyons.org

e Office Number: 801.363.7283

e Legal Name: Citizens’ Committee to Save Our Canyons SAVE tur
: = CANYONS

® Address: 3690 E Fort Union Blvd STE 101 Cottonwood Heights,
UT 84121
e TaxID: 74-2443535
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