



































PARKCITY COULD HAVE A NEW GONDOLR

Park City is moving ahead with a blueprint to revi-
talize the Main Street area, potentially with parking
reductions downtown and a new gondola con-
nection. Save Our Canyons applauds Park City for
trying to get more cars off the roads! We have seen
Summit County year after year invest in improving
local public transportation.

In December of 2023, Summit County added two
new express routes, 7 Gray and 8 Brown, which
took riders from the Richardson Flat park and ride
directly to Park City Mountain Village and Deer
Valley Resort every 20 minutes. The 2 Green and
3 Blue lines featured more direct routes to the
resorts every 20 minutes as well. And the 6 Silver
routes ran at night because of the new 7 Grey and
8 Brown routes. The 50 Teal and city-wide winter
routes provided direct service from Prospector

to Deer Valley and late-night service, respectively
Summit County is on the way to having a solid con-
nected transportation system.

HOWEVER ERRLIERITHISIYEARIPARK(CITY.
LAUNCHED/RICOMMITTEETOIDEVELOPIA
MAINISTREET'ARERIRLAN/AWHICH
MOIESTABLISHIAWVISION/EFORITHEIEUTURE!
OFTHEINEIGHBORHOOD:

WWww.saveourcanyons.org

The committee has discussed several transforma-
tional concepts, including parking reductions on
Main Street, a new gondola that would connect to
Deer Valley’s Snow Park base, and significant com-
mercial development along Swede Alley.

Part of the discussions have included talks of build-
ing a gondola between the Brew Pub lot at the top
of Main Street and Deer Valley’s Snow Park base.
“We have an existing Park City [Mountain] connec-
tion at the bottom of Main Street, and then what

if you had a really new and enhanced street geom-
etry connecting those two points? That’s a really
exciting part of the future vision,” said Ryan Dickey,
who sits on the committee. If Save Our Canyons
has learned anything during our 50+ year history,
it's that gondola projects don’t often stop at the
original location (SkiLink, One-Wasatch, Intercon-
nect). We are going to be watching this project very
closely by attending the Park City Council work
session and County Council meetings.
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cOTH ANNUAL LONE PERK CELEBRATION

Written by Sarah Sleater, Operations Manager

My name is Sarah Sleater, the Operations Manager
for Save Our Canyons (SOC). | started volunteering
with SOC in 2006.

| want to express my deepest gratitude for joining
us at our 20th Annual Lone Peak Celebration! The
strength and beauty of the Wasatch Mountains
inspire us every day, reminding us of our profound
connection to these incredible landscapes.

Your support is the heart and soul of the Wasatch.
Whether you came to support our Save Our Can-
yons, reconnect with friends, or share stories of
your mountain adventures, you made this night
something special. Together, we channeled the
power of community, the kind that only the moun-
tains can foster, and it's because of you that the
celebration was such an unforgettable success.

The mountains are more than just a backdrop; they
are a source of inspiration, peace, and strength. By
coming together in their name, we've made sig-
nificant strides toward protecting these precious
landscapes and ensuring they can be enjoyed for
generations. Your generosity and passion for the
Wasatch Mountains is incredible and we are filled
with gratitude for your support.

We carry with us a sense of purpose and unity. The
mountains call us to do more, to be better stewards
of the land, and to cherish these wild spaces that
give us so much. We hope you left feeling uplifted
and inspired.

On a personal note, | wanted to thank every mem-
ber who has supported Save Our Canyons, both
past and present. Over the 18 years that | have
been with the organization, | am still incredibly in-
spired by the extraordinary vision of Gale Dick and
Alexis Kelner. | was lucky enough to have known
them both and their mission is what drives me
every day. | am also so grateful for all of the truly
special people that have been a part of my life for
the last 18 years and | am thankful and humbled to
be a part of such an amazing community.
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Tom Lund Former Board Of Director and Sarah
volunteering in 2007 during Lone Peak

| have witnessed a lot of growth in the SOC com-
munity since | started volunteering 18 years ago.
When our Lone Peak Celebration first started, it
was a small room of passionate advocates. Now to-
gether in 2024, because of your tenacity, we were
able to raise over $31,000 in profit to help protect
the Wasatch Mountains - thank you!

Together, we can accomplish ANYTHING to protect
and SAVE OUR CANYONS!

LONE PERK SPONSORS
KUHL
The Hemingway Foundation
KRCL

DRINKS PROVIDED BY
RoHa Brewing Project
Beehive Distilling

OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPHER
Chris Alan Monte

Music
LapDog

CENTERPIECES
Honey Floral Design
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THANK Y0OU SAVE OUR CANYONS COMMUNITY

One of the best parts about this event (other than you, our members) is our silent auction and partners. We had
some incredible items this year and we cannot say thank you enough to everyone that made an in-kind donation.

Kymit

Kristen Frailey

Gregory Mountain Products
Coalatree

Party Shirt International
Ken Sanders Rare Books
Petzel

Black Diamond

Cascade Physical Therapy, LLC
Stio

Cotopaxi

Lone Pine Gear Exchange
Haven Tents

Alpine Earthworks Pottery
James “Gus” McCloskey
Anna Leigh Moore

Natural History Museum Utah
Anna Bugbee Studio

Evi Hui

Fred Staff

Andy and Laura Briefer
Jenny Wolff

Caryl A. Brown

Chris Monte

Howie Garber

Kristen and Color

INTRODUCING THE FUTURE LERDERS:
OUR SAVE OUR CANVONS INTERNS

Like most nonprofit organizations, Save Our
Canyons relies on its community of volunteers
to help further its efforts to protect the Wasatch
Mountains. We are always looking to work with
passionate people to expand our organization’s
reach and effectiveness.

And one of the most incredible forms of volun-
teering with Save Our Canyons is through our
internship program. Throughout the years, our
interns have gotten better and better — and we
cannot thank you all enough. You all have been so

wonderful and truly have helped to protect the
wildness and beauty of the Wasatch Mountains.

Throughout 2024, Save Our Canyons has had
the honor of working with a group of exceptional
interns. What we've learned most while working
with these individuals is the next generation of
advocates are alive and well.

That being said, we'll let them tell you about
themselves directly.

WWww.saveourcanyons.org
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PHINERS PARKER

The Wasatch plays a crucial role in the legacy of
Salt Lake City. Its ability to inspire a love for the
outdoors cannot be overlooked. The Wasatch
Mountains help me escape the stress of life and
rediscover life’s beauty and grandeur. The Wasatch
is a place that continues to give to the greater Salt
Lake Community and asks for very little in return. It
is important to protect the Wasatch because each
time someone visits, a love and respect for the
natural world is rekindled. If we cannot find it within
ourselves to save and protect the Wasatch, it seems
nearly impossible to save our planet from the count-
less threats it faces.

Currently, | am an Environmental Science student at
BYU, focusing on Environmental Law and Policy. |
am employed by SWCA Environmental Consultants
and enjoy volunteering for organizations that benefit
and protect the local environment. Following my in-
ternship with Save Our Canyons, | joined the Central
Wasatch Commission Youth Council and currently
seek to resolve issues in and around the Central
Wasatch region. With each new opportunity, | have
seen my love and appreciation for the Wasatch grow
and have been able to make friendships with those
who share similar views.

Photo taken by Phineas Parker

ALEXXIS WRARD:

My name is Alexxis Ward, and | am interning with
Save Our Canyons while finishing up my last semes-
ter at the University of Utah. | am majoring in en-
vironmental and sustainability studies with an em-
phasis on air, water, and health. My passions include
soccer, skiing, hiking, and roasting marshmallows

at the Ledgemere picnic area up Big Cottonwood
Canyon with friends! | grew up near the base of Big
Cottonwood Canyon, so | will always have a special
place in my heart for the Wasatch Range. | have
spent much of my life in the Cottonwood Canyons
and feel very passionate about maintaining the posi-
tive health and aesthetics of the geographical com-
ponents, water quality, and native plant and animal
species of the Wasatch Range. | feel very enthusi-
astic about the work | can complete with Save Our
Canyons because | know we are making a positive
difference!

Photo taken by Alexxis Ward
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ROBERT ROLFS:

The Wasatch mountains have helped me grow and develop as a person since | moved here for college

in 2020. | knew that | wanted to go to school somewhere that | could go out and frolic in the wilderness,

but | had no idea just how much being near the Wasatch mountains would influence my college years.

Being able to recreate outdoors and share passions with people makes Utah special. | chose to volunteer
with Save Our Canyons because | truly believe in the work that we are trying to do. Be it trail monitoring,

tabling with cool businesses, or filing a lawsuit to protect Little Cottonwood from the gondola project,
everything we do has a purpose that | support. Protecting the Wasatch is paramount to the health and

livelihoods of so many Utahns, and Save Our Canyons is leading the charge.

ELISE MAREK:

My name is Elise Marek, and | began my intern-
ship with Save Our Canyons this past August. I'm
currently in my final semester of undergrad at the
University of Utah, majoring in Environmental and
Sustainability Studies. | moved from Ohio to Utah
three years ago—and I've been in love with the
Wasatch Mountains ever since!

Seeing the mountains every day reminds me of why
| chose to pursue a career in conservation. Whether
I’'m hiking, snowshoeing, or skiing, I've found a deep
sense of belonging in these mountains, and they
inspire my passion for protecting wild places.

WWww.saveourcanyons.org
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SAVE OUR CANYONS LITIGATION UPDRTE

FIGHTING TO STOP THE GONDOLA IN LITTLE COTTONWOOD CANYON

Save Our Canyons recently reached another criti-
cal milestone in our ongoing litigation against the
Utah Department of Transportation (UDOT), with
respect to our efforts to stop the proposed gon-
dola in Little Cottonwood Canyon. After months of
anticipation, we have received the Administrative
Record from UDOT—an extensive collection of over
200,000 pages of documents. This trove includes
every decision, report, public comment, environ-
mental analysis, and technical study that UDOT
has relied upon in its process to justify building
the gondola and will be the basis for the court’s
review. Between now and the end of the year, our
attorneys will work to ensure that this record is
complete and accurate, including seeking addition-
al documents, if any, that UDOT has improperly
withheld.

WHY THE ADMINISTRATIVE RECORD IS
IMPORTANT

The Administrative Record is an essential piece

of our legal case. It contains all the foundational
documents and analyses that UDQOT has used to
make its Record of Decision, selecting the gondola
as the preferred alternative to address transporta-
tion issues in Little Cottonwood Canyon. Reviewing
these 200,000 pages will enable our legal team to
critically evaluate every step UDOT took to justify
this decision, highlighting any missteps, oversights,
or violations of the National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA). This deep analysis is crucial for building
our case to show that the gondola project is not
only an unsound solution but also one that unlaw-
fully undercuts the interests of our community and
our public lands.

The sheer volume of this documentation under-
scores the complexity and significance of this case.
Our team of attorneys will be combing through
thousands of pages to identify every detail that
supports our arguments, from flawed environmen-
tal impact statements to disregarded public input.
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PROTECTING LITTLE COTTONWOOD CANYON
AND THE COMMUNITY

The gondola proposal presents numerous threats
to the unique environmental and recreational value
of Little Cottonwood Canyon. If built, it would cut
across this one-of-a-kind landscape, harming its
scenic views, disturbing wildlife, and impacting
wetlands and water resources. Additionally, the
gondola’s price tag (estimated to cost Utah taxpay-
ers up to a billion dollars) calls into question the
long-term value of such a project, especially when
alternative, less invasive solutions could achieve
the same transportation goals.

We are committed to ensuring that Little Cotton-
wood Canyon remains accessible to everyone, not
only to those who can afford the substantial price
of gondola tickets. We believe that transportation
solutions should benefit all canyon users, including
hikers, climbers, backcountry skiers, and families
who enjoy the canyon for its natural beauty and
solitude.

UDOT’S HYPOCRISY - LAND ACQUISITION AT
THE BASE OF LCC

UDOT is currently negotiating a land acquisition
near the proposed gondola base station in Little
Cottonwood Canyon, purchased using a right-
of-way preservation fund to acquire what could
become additional parking near the base station.
Despite UDOT'’s assurances that it cannot advance
any part of the gondola project while litigation is
ongoing, these acquisitions reveal a different real-
ity—one where UDOT appears to be quietly laying
the groundwork for future construction and placing
a thumb on the scale in favor of UDOT's preferred
alternative. This underscores the urgency of Save
Our Canyons' litigation and reinforces why we must
press forward with our efforts to protect the can-
yon from unnecessary development.

This situation also emphasizes the need to hold

UDOT accountable for exploring realistic, can-
yon-compatible transportation alternatives before

WWw.saveourcanyons.org



resorting to the gondola. We must continue urging
elected officials to establish clear metrics for bus
and toll-based solutions. If effective, these would
eliminate the need for a costly gondola that dis-
rupts the canyon’s unique environment and char-
acter. Additionally, we must ensure that no new
public funding is appropriated for gondola-related
expenses during the upcoming legislative session,
protecting taxpayer dollars from being funneled
into an unsustainable project.

WHY WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT NOW MORE
THAN EVER

The battle to protect Little Cottonwood Canyon
from the gondola is no small feat, and our legal
campaign to challenge UDOT’s decision is both
time-consuming and financially demanding. Re-
viewing the Administrative Record alone requires
dozens of hours of skilled legal work, not to men-
tion the additional costs associated with filing
court documents and preparing for court hearings.
That’s where we need your help. As a 501(c)3
nonprofit, Save Our Canyons relies on the gener-
osity of individuals like you who care deeply about
the Wasatch Mountains. By donating today, you
can directly support our litigation efforts and help
us defend Little Cottonwood Canyon from this
unnecessary and damaging project. Every dollar
donated goes directly toward protecting our can-
yons, sustaining our legal work, and standing up
against powerful interests that seek to profit at the
expense of our public lands.

HOW Y0OU CAN HELP

Now is a critical time for Save Our Canyons and for
Little Cottonwood Canyon. By making a donation
today, you become a part of this historic effort to
safeguard one of Utah'’s natural treasures. Wheth-
er you can give $25, $100, or more, every con-
tribution strengthens our ability to see this case
through. We invite you to join us in this fight, stand
with us in protecting the Wasatch Mountains, and
make your voice heard.

Together, we can preserve Little Cottonwood Can-

yon as a place of solace, beauty, and adventure,
free from the threat of unsustainable development.

WWww.saveourcanyons.org

Your tax deductible donation enables us to continue
protecting the beauty and wildness of the Wasatch
Mountains. Become a member by donating online or by
mailing in a check to: 3690 E Fort Union Blvd STE 101;
Cottonwood Heights, UT 84121.

JOIN

Save Our Canyons relies critically on the support of
individual members and local businesses. Join today for
only $35: https://saveourcanyons.org/join!

RENEW

Renew your one-year membership today for only $35,

and keep doing your part for the Wasatch:
https:/saveourcanyons.org/renew.

GIVE MONTHLY

Become a monthly member for as low as $5 a month:
https:/saveourcanyons.org/give-monthly.

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS

Connection to a community passionate about con-
servation
Discount on Save Our Canyons event tickets
Direct access to our brightest conservation leaders
e Ability to serve on a Save Our Canyons adviso-
ry committee
An exclusive Save Our Canyons membership event
Quarterly newsletters delivered to your door or via
email (your preference)
e Action Alert emails that focus on direct actions to

protect the Wasatch
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Citizens’ Committee to Save Our Canyons
3690 E Fort Union Blvd STE 101
Cottonwood Heights, UT 84121

As a community driven organization, our members guide and direct our work. Join us! Annual memberships
are $35 and allow us to continue to advocate loudly for our water, land, recreational access and quality of
life that result from a connected and protected Wasatch Mountains.

It's easy — donate online via saveourcanyons.org






