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DIRECTOR’'S
MESSHGE

Written by Executive Director, Carl Fisher

“We're living in an age
Where limitations are forgotten
The outer edges move and dazzle us
But the core is something rotten
And we're standing on the precipice
Of prejudice and fear
We trust science just as long
As it tells us what we want to hear
We want our truths all fair and balanced
As long as our notions lie within it
There's no sunlight in our ass’
And our heads are stuck up in it”
“What it means?” - Drive-By Truckers

| just want to thank everyone who has taken to the streets,
who have listened, and who are taking meaningful ac-
tions. On behalf of our community advocating for change
— don't stop. Don't ever stop until the change is realized.
We are here to help, however we can as your cause is our
cause. There has long been a strong relationship between
racial and social justice and our environment. Personally,
I've struggled with the prevalence of privilege and enti-
tlement in our own Wasatch, fighting over powder and
recreational pursuits, diminishing the value of water, bio-
diversity, etc. In our never ending pursuit for awesomeness
and personal enrichment, we not only have left people
behind, we've done it at the expense of our neighbors and
others in our community. The statements, | can’t breathe,
are powerful, both figuratively and literally.

At Save Our Canyons, we've been part of the problem.
We've identified parts of the problem, but have yet to act.
In our first strategic plan, we set a goal of having a board
and volunteers that reflect the community whom we serve.
We have hikers, mountain bikers, climbers, skiers, people
who drink water, but culturally, we aren’t just lacking, it is a
chasm.

In the coming days, weeks and months, we will commit
to seeing through some of these changes. If you are part
of a minority group in our community, there is a seat at
our table, should you want to help us with some of these
changes. We want your ideas, opinions, participation and
civic engagement. We have several projects, campaigns
or even board positions, that need your participation.-=>
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Let’s be honest, what got us into this situation was a bunch of white guys sitting around a table. If protecting the

Wasatch is of interest to you, we welcome anyone to join.

Please contact me, carl@saveourcanyons.org, and accept this invitation to join us and be part of the force to Save Our
Canyons. In doing so, we will work to better understand one another. These canyons belong to us all and your voice
matters as we work to speak for something that frankly has no voice. Let’s fill the void, together.

18TH ANNUAL LONE PERK
CELEERATION

Written by Executive Assistant Sarah Sleater

Our 18TH ANNURAL LONE PERK CELEBRATION PRE-
SENTED BY KilHL gave people the opportunity to mix
and mingle with others working to protect the Wasatch
Mountains while knowing their ticket price went towards
different campaigns. We would like to thank everyone that
attended our Lone Peak Celebration and helped us raise
over $33,603. We could not have held with event without
our amazing sponsors:

LONE PERK SPONSORS
KUHL
Sagemark Consulting
SLUG Magazine
Resonance Printing Solutions
Zion Printing
Cactus & Tropical

OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPHER
Chris Alan Monte

Annie Harmon

DRINKS PROVIDED BY
Red Rock Brewing
Montucky Cold Snacks
Beehive Distilling
Dented Brick Distillery
Taproot Soda
Vive Juicery
FOOD PROVIDED BY
Mazza
MUSIC BY
SYNKOFA

One of the best parts about this events (other than you,
our members) is our silent auction. We had some incred-
ible items this year and we cannot say thank you enough
for everyone that made an in-kind donation:

Chris Monte Photography
KUHL
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Momentum Indoor Climbing

Black Diamond

Park City Culinary Institute

Beehive Cheese

Lucy Golden Jewelry

Kingsbury Hall

Sam Werstak

Chris Monte

KEEN

Mountainsmith Patagonia Outlet SLC
Patagonia Park City

Panda Poles

Cotopaxi

Osprey

Suunto

Petzl USA

PanoramakKnife

Coalatree

Jena Schmidt

Jonathan Frioux

Bruno Group

Moki Pottery

Sundance Resort

Suunto

Discrete Cirque Series

Ruth’s Chris Steak House

Clay by Gus

Porcupine Pub & Grille

Tracy Aviary

Patagonia Park City

Moki Pottery

Fred Staff: Handmade splted cook pine (wood from
HI) bowl

Inbody Academy

Bloomington Canyon Yurt Guided Backcountry Ski
Adventure. Provided by the Weber State University
Outdoor Adventure Program
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WHO IS5 OUTSIDE

Written by Campaigns Coordinator Alex Schmidt

For so many of us, a love of the Wasatch runs deep. Our
lifestyle and life focus is so directed to the Wasatch that it is
often easy to forget that there are many in our valley who
encounter barriers to accessing our public lands. As | go
about my day it's practically expected that | will see vehi-
cles loaded with gear headed to the mountains. It's rare

to climb into a friend’s vehicle and not see some evidence
of time spent outdoors. Red sand on the floor mat, trusty
Voile strap, a random piece of climbing gear or dusty
hiking boots. This is our community and as | have been so
fortunate | have found many new friends and invitations
to spend days in the mountains. Since the beginning, Save
Our Canyons has been a collection of citizens driven by

a love of outdoor adventure. Flip through Alexis Kelner’s,
SOC founding member, contributions via the Wasatch
Tours volumes to see that the knowledge and love of the
Wasatch runs deep.

So, when | came across the Outdoor Foundation’s 2019
Outdoor Participation Report | couldn't help, but scratch
my head:

«  The report shows that while a bit more than half of
Americans went outside to play at least once in 2018,
nearly half did not go outside for recreation at all.
Americans went on 1 billion fewer outdoor outings in
2018 than they did in 2008.

«  The number of adolescents ages 6 to 12 who recreate
outdoors has fallen four years in a row, dropping more
than 3% since 2007 .

«  The number of outings for kids has fallen 15% since
2012.

«  The number of moderate outdoor recreation partic-
ipants declined, and only 18% of Americans played
outside at least once a week.

The 2019 Outdoor Participation Report stated, “Most
people’s outdoor activities are close to home, with more
than 63% of Americans recreating within 10 miles of their
houses. Less than 19% traveled 25 miles or more to play
outside."The majority of Utah residents live within 15 miles
of the Wasatch Mountains. With most American recreating

with 10 miles of where they live, Save Our Canyons seeks to

help the youth of the valley take advantage of the amaz-

ing opportunities that lie close to home for them.Footnote:

(https://outdoorindustry.org/resource/2019-outdoor-par-
ticipation-report/)”

So, what is SOC's role in our community for those who
are not stepping foot into the Wasatch Range? And how
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can we as a community who enjoy the opportunity for
adventure contribute more of our time and energy to

help expand our circle to encourage a neighborhood kid,
co-worker or relative to join us on a visit to the Wasatch
Range? Organizationally, our intent is to be representative
of the year round visitation and population that not only
recreates, but depends upon the water that flows from the
Wasatch Mountains. We are continuing to hike the hike
and we strive to do better.

In 2019, the SOCKids Program beat our 2018 numbers

by 600 percent. Over the course of 2019, from March to
October, we educated 625 students from around the Salt
Lake City Valley on 24 hikes and six classroom presenta-
tions. These activities are focused on learning about the
watershed and lands that support 1,800 species of plants
and animals, healthy outdoor recreation and need our
advocacy to help protect our environment. It is vital that
we take the youth of the valley out into the mountains to
create valuable memories, and to foster lifelong relation-
ships with the great outdoors. Ultimately, we've learned
that the appetite for these types of programs as the data
above shows are needed more than ever. The trail may==->

bR R =t |

2019 SOCKids Hike with the Jewish Community Center
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seem easy to some but a real challenge to others. Access
to the canyons or trailhead is a hurtle especially if public
transportation into the Cottonwood Canyons only caters to
winter resort activities. Save Our Canyons is advocating for
year round, equitable public transportation access to make
it easy for all to visit the Wasatch Range.

Save Our Canyons is here to provide a channel for all of us
who care for the Wasatch'’s water, wildlife, lands and future
no matter your skill level or idea of adventure in the foot-
hills, canyons or peaks of this unique and inspiring land-
scape. We know that not every community has the same
needs and that provides us the opportunity to ask for your

help in connecting with local and national groups, religious
institutions and individuals to highlight where Save Our
Canyons lacks representation.

The voice for conservation and preservation of this planet
is only as strong as the people that make up the whole. Our
SOCKids program is just one way we hope to encourage
activism, civic engagement and the celebration of nature
become a piece of gear that future generations take into
the Wasatch Mountains.

LEAVE IT BETTER THAN ¥0OU FOUND IT

Written by Development Director Grace Tyler

Managing visitation in our watershed canyons is a con-
stant. There are many services, and many dedicated people
and organizations working to protect our canyons from the
impacts of visitation. Trails don't repair themselves, toilets
don't clean themselves, and sorry, there is no poop-fairy.
There is a cost, associated with our visits, both financial-

ly and ecologically. While the canyons might be “free” to
access (unless resorts are successful in monetizing ac-
cess), but management comes at a cost, the government
budgets are declining, while use is exploding. lllegal trail
construction, riding on wet/muddy trails, graffiti, garbage,
picking and trampling wildflowers, constructing fun “fea-
tures’, biking and trail building in Wilderness, unpermitted
development, are just a few of the impacts we are seeing.

We understand that for many of us experiencing a field

of wildflowers is like nothing else. It's breathtaking and
enjoyable and something we want to share with friends
and family — yet there’s a deep impulse we carry from
childhood to adulthood to pick the wildflowers without
thinking about the impact it can have on the environment.
According to the United States Department of Agriculture,
“A critical chain of events is triggered for years to come
once wildflowers are lost. We don't often realize it, but wild-
flowers support entire ecosystems for pollinators, birds,
and small animals on a micro scale” (USDA, para 1). There's
a simple solution to this problem and that is to leave the
wildflowers, well, WILD! If you didn’t know picking the
wildflowers is punishable by law and considered poaching
by the Forest Service. Next time you are in the Wasatch
admiring the beauty of the wildflowers remember to leave
them be.

There are a few more things we need to do when enjoying
the Wasatch Mountains, canyons, and foothills and that
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is — pack it in and pack it out! A few years back, Save Our
Canyons, in partnership with the Salt Lake Climbers Alli-
ance, The Gear Room, and the USFS installed a wag bag
kiosk at the Lone Peak Wilderness boundary line on the
Jacob’s Ladder trail, in effort to reduce human waste in our
watershed. This past month, Save Our Canyons was award-
ed a grant from the Central Wasatch Commission to refill
this kiosk as needed through 2020.

In the 1800s the Wasatch was trashed with holes as people
worked to excavate treasures from these mountains, today
with millions of visitors we are again digging holes and
leaving the most intimate of treasures behind. There is little
to no budget for bathroom construction and even less for
cleaning and maintaining these bathroomes, this is why we
feel one of the most important things people can do is to
manage your own human waste. It saves precious resourc-
es: our watersheds and government budgets. In many
places, it is a requirement to have a waste management
system for visits but for now we are asking you to make this
a voluntary part of your “Leave No Trace” ethics and habits
in the Wasatch Mountains.

In all seriousness, this is an important project and we

are very grateful for the support of the Central Wasatch
Commission and our partners that have stepped up to
implement and sustain this program! In the coming years
we hope to expand this service and help reduce the spread
of human waste in the Wasatch. Remember, your waste is
your responsibility.

We love the Wasatch and we know you do as well, but

we all need to do our part. The goal when using our local
public land (or any public land for that matter) is to leave it
better than you found it.
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FROM SWITZERLAND TO THE WRASATCH

Written by the PanoramakKnife Team

Wasatch Range in Salt Lake City; Universal Knife; PanoramaKnife Company

The PanoramaKnife team in Switzerland has been suc-
cessfully developing knives with mountain panoramas
since 2012. In the interim, there are now over 80 different
panoramas in Switzerland alone. But there are mountains
and mountain lovers not just in this country, but also all
around the world. For this reason, we decided in 2016 to
expand our concept internationally, and went looking for
the world’s most beautiful mountain panoramas.

One of the largest, most natural and beautiful mountain
regions in the world is in the USA - the Rocky Mountains.
For Marco and Hans-Peter, both passionate team mem-
bers at PanoramaKnife, it was clear: the Rockies deserve a
PanoramakKnife!

So, in February 2017 they set off on their first trip to the
USA. Their PanoramaKnife adventure started in Denver and
took them over Breckenridge, Vail and Aspen right across
the Rocky Mountains. On March 1, 2017, they were driving
from Prove towards Salt Lake City when they suddenly had
to stop. No, not because of a traffic jam, but because what
they saw made their PanoramaKnife hearts beat faster...
what a sunset, what a breathtaking panoramal

This first contact with Utah and the Wasatch Mountains not
only left a lasting impression, but also resulted in the very
first USA PanoramaKnife!

It was not easy to find the first potential customers for the
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Wasatch Mountain PanoramaKnife. These unique knives
were still completely unknown in the USA. But that didn't
bother them; they were absolutely inspired by this stun-
ning mountain range, and that’s why Marco & Hans- Peter
only had plan A: To produce this knife!

Today, 3 years later, we are happy to say that we have
found some wonderful partners to sell our first “USA baby”
in Utah. In addition, we supported Save Our Canyons Lone
Peak Celebration by donating mutiple of our Wasatch
Mountains PanoramaKnife.

Environmental protection is a matter that is very close to
our hearts, which is why we also support a variety of orga-
nizations in Switzerland that work to protect the natural
environment.

Save Our Canyons is the first organization outside Swit-
zerland that we have committed ourselves to support.
We want the wonderful, wild natural environment of the
Wasatch Mountains to be preserved for many years to
come!

For this reason, until the end of 2020, we will be donat-
ing USD 2.00 to this outstanding organization from each
“Wasatch Mountains” PanoramaKnife we sell. You can buy
the Wasatch Mountain PanoramaKnife here: https://www.
panoramaknife.com/en/102-salt-lake-city-wasatch-range.
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FUTURE INFLUENCER'’S INTERNSHIP

Written by Save Our Canyons Intern Abby Francl

Hello! My name is Abby and | am thrilled to have the Future
Influencer’s Internship with Save Our Canyons this summer.
I've always had a deep appreciation for the outdoors and
now want to do my part to help preserve this beautiful
place we call home. | recently graduated from Saint Joseph
High School in Ogden and will be attending the Universi-
ty of Denver in the fall. | plan to major in political science
and public policy. Apart from enjoying the outdoors, | also
enjoy figure skating, walking my dog Lucy, and reading.

Growing up in Utah has given me the chance to fall in love
with almost every outdoor activity. Some of my favorites
are skiing, kayaking, and rock climbing. Spending so much
time in Utah’s gorgeous mountains has led me to realize
the importance of preserving the Wasatch. | want to be
able to hike to my favorite spots without worrying about
excessive development and deterioration. The protection
and preservation of the Wasatch are essential to the future
of Utah’s beauty.

The Future Influencer’s internship was designed to help
teenagers and young adults transition from being solely
an “outdoorsy” Utahn to becoming involved in the protec-
tion of the Wasatch Front. It's important for our generation
to not only appreciate and enjoy the countless activities
our canyons offer, but to also take responsibility for their
future.

| am excited to have the opportunity to work with SOC
this summer and am hoping to accomplish a lot. There is

a large population of teenagers and young adults in Utah,
including myself, that love to spend time outdoors, but are
looking for more ways to become involved in the preser-
vation of the Wasatch. Environmental abuse, pollution,
and the expansion of private resorts are all issues that my
generation is worried about. I've reached out to fellow
young Utahns and learned that many of them believe we
need to educate more people on current threats to the
Wasatch and use our voices to support policies that would
preserve Utah's beauty. This project matters because it
will give teenagers and young adults the knowledge and
skills to become catalysts in protecting the future of Utah’s
canyons.

| am organizing a social media campaign that reaches
out to the next generation of environmental activists. My
goal for this campaign is to help transition outdoor lov-
ers to environmental activists. This campaign will include
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registering and exercising our right to vote, learning how
to regularly contact Utah’s legislators about issues that
matter to us, signing the Central Wasatch Conservation and
Recreation Act petition, and being more informed about
sustainable public transportation in the Salt Lake Valley.
The first way for a person to get more involved is to visit
our Advocacy Corner online: https://saveourcanyons.org/
resources/advocacy-corner

RENEW
MEMBERSHIP
TODAY

A perk of being a member of SOC is that you
receive our newsletter mailed directly to you. To
help us conserve resources, including paper, fuel,
and organizational time we are asking you to re-
new your Save Our Canyons membership today!

IFYOU HAVE NOT UPDATED YOUR SAVE OUR
CANYONS MEMBERSHIP FOR 2020 - THIS
WILL BE YOUR LAST MAILED NEWSLETTER!

Renew your one-year membership today, and
keep doing your part for the Wasatch: https://sa-
veourcanyons.org/renew.

If you have questions about your membership
please email grace@saveourcanyons.org or call
801-363-7283!
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The importance of the Wasatch Mountains to our communities has been magnified during this global pan-
demic. Not by what is said, but through our actions, like that trusty friend you go see when you are strug-
gling with some weighty decisions. Despite sudden shuttering of resorts, our canyons have been crawling
with people. With so many uncertain variables in our lives, we find solace, hardiness, among other things in
the mountains. Naturally, mountains change, but the rate in which we are influencing the changes couldn’t
be more unnatural. Anthropocene, our epoch is called, because we humans have manipulated and con-
trolled the geologic forces that created this planet. Will we continue as we have or change course, temper-
ing our destructive habits in pursuit of a sustainable one?

At the start of June, Carl set out early to climb Mt. Olympus. On this random (and stormy) weekday, he must
have encountered more people than water-bars on this trail. He stopped short of the summit as there were
easily another 30 people on top, making it almost impossible to maintain social distancing, everyone was
awkwardly trying to accomplish this. He was happy to let them have it, as the Wasatch has had his heart for
years now, he'd hope the view east of Wildcat Ridge, across to the Twin Peaks Wilderness and down upon
the progress of man, would ensure these lands found permanent place in theirs. It perplexes him that a
landscape like the Wasatch Mountains are afforded less protections than some nearer tracts of land like
regional parks and open spaces.

The Wasatch we know are merely a few word changes in law away from unfettered development, it's hap-
pened already in some areas and soon Alta, for instance, may have a legal right to prohibit backcountry
users from parking in upper Little Cottonwood. We must be meticulous when it comes to planning the
Wasatch. Mountain Accord, has faltered, overthrown by a combination of narcissism (my use is better), NIM-
BYism (get off my lawn) and greed (mountains of money). The values clash between altruistic and the selfish
have had numerous attempts to reconcile, yet have been chastised, leaders of compromise vilified, all while
the clouds of uncertainty for the Wasatch grow more opaque by the month.
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The following unanswered questions give us much discomfort when contemplating the fate of the Wasatch.
What goal(s) are our guiding light for the Wasatch? Are we planning for safety, canyon capacity, economics
or public benefit when doing transportation projects? Is the transportation problem seasonal or year-round?
Do we want a ski interconnect or not? Are we trying to reintroduce species that have been lost because of
our past activities? How much more ski area expansion or development is desired? As you contemplate, push
yourself to consider the many other values and uses of the Wasatch. Can you acutely identify the problem(s)
we are trying to solve in the next 5, 50, 100 years? What legacy do we leave behind?

Right now, we need your support to fight damaging road projects and industrialization of your watersheds.
We need resources to keep pushing and working to deliver upon the vision of our community, of which you
are an integral part. Our canyons are at risk today, more than ever of being inundated by an intensive tourism
push, that will lead to the exploitation of the wildness and beauty of the Wasatch we know - lead by UDOT
and the industrial ski complex.

If we aren’t successful in changing UDOT's course, we will need to aggressively begin preparing for a lawsuit,
to ensure the wilds of the Wasatch are defended.

We need to be more prepared as pressures change and grow. We've been living the past few months with the
realities of being unprepared, lets not invite a moment like this into our canyons.

Please make a contribution today to ensure we collectively never stop fighting to protect the Wasatch and for
all it means to our community.

There are many other ways to donate to Save Our Canyons. From donating stocks, bonds, and mutual fund
to donating each time you shop on Amazon. Every generous donation helps to protect the public land in the
Wasatch Mountains. Visit https://saveourcanyons.org/donate today, to make a donation.
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IKON'T BELIEVE HOW EPICHLLY
UDOT’S EIS FRAILS THE WASATCH

Written by Executive Director, Carl Fisher
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Save Our Canyons Transportation Plan

As resorts come up with new ways to market themselves,
we are being asked to sacrifice the environment and foot
the bill to ensure their continued success. This is by its very
definition, unsustainable. How much more taxpayer money
will be spent to support resorts and destroy our canyons?
The natural constraints of mountains are what make them,
well, mountains.

It's no secret that we've been skeptical that UDOT's Little
Cottonwood EIS could yield positive outcomes for our
intensely loved and incredibly important Wasatch Canyons.
As the process has worn on, which the former project man-
ager urged us to “trust’, no only has our trust been contin-
uously betrayed, but it is clear that there are a few things
UDOT has concerned itself with, and none of their concerns
stand to benefit the region, our communities, the users
and certainly not the environment. If we can’t agree what
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the problem is, there’s really no hope in finding a solution,
and UDOQT has not only rejected input from SOC and our
partners, but also rejected input and concerns from water-
shed managers too.

Unsurprisingly, the State’s priorities are money, tourism,
resorts and their road. The “Draft Alternatives Develop-
ment and Screening Report” was released on June 8th,
2020 and public comment will be open until July 10, 2020.
Our goal here is to help you understand the process and
the alternatives, and aid you in submitting comments in
hopes you can influence the process. Of course, Save Our
Canyons, as we do, attempts to draft our own comments
that reflect the sentiments of our members. As you can
appreciate, a loyal Alta or Snowbird skier who's relationship
with the Wasatch is defined by that activity, could have a
very different opinion on what the solution is than a==>
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mountain biker, climber, hiker, backcountry skier, hunter or
someone whose relationship is drinking water that comes
from the canyon.

Before | jump into the Alternatives, let’s understand what
initiated the EIS. In 2017, the Utah Legislature passed a bill
SB 277 - Highway General Obligations Bonds Authoriza-
tion, which contained a section on what was later referred
to as “Recreation Hot Spots”. The strings attached to this
funding said:

(i) have a significant economic development impact asso-
ciated with recreation and tourism within the state; and
(ii) address significant needs for congestion mitigation.

The passage of this bill triggered a convening of the UDOT
Transportation Commission, who ultimately decided $66
million of the $100 million authorized would go to Little
Cottonwood Canyon.

Then, in 2019, the Legislature passed SB 268 - Transporta-
tion Infrastructure Bond Amendments, which included this
provision:

(xvii) $13,000,000 for corridor preservation and land ac-
quisition for a transit hub at the mouth of Big Cottonwood
Canyon;

These few provisions set the stage for the process we are
now in. It is also worth noting that when the Little Cot-
tonwood EIS (LCC EIS) first started up, there was also a
promise of simultaneously doing a more holistic approach
called the Cottonwood Canyons Transportation Action
Plan (CCTAP), which was to be done in partnership with
the Central Wasatch Commission. In 2019, UDOT reneged
on its promise to be comprehensive and collaborative,
killed CCTAP and abruptly resigned from the Central
Wasatch Commission. The Central Wasatch Commission’s
stakeholders were certainly dubious of UDOT’s intent and
appeared to be winning favor amongst commissioners
who were beginning to ask questions, ultimately leading
to UDQTs resignation. The beef: UDOT wasn't interested

in looking at canyon capacities and how the impact of
intensifying economic development activities and increas-
ing tourism (as directed by SB 277) would manifest itself in
the region, not to mention the impact on our watershed
canyons, wildlife populations, and local communities.

Our fears have come to fruition and are documented in
the most recent report. UDOT has only concerned itself
with their road and the resorts, doubling down on three

of Utah’s loves: roads, cars and exploitation and industrial-
ization of our natural wonders. History has demonstrated
that we are better at building ourselves into new problems
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than out of the ones that already exist. All this when over-
whelming public sentiments are calling for transit-based

HOW MANY HIGHWAY
LANES DOES IT TAKE
TO ALLEVIATE
CONGESTION?

Andy Singer Cartoon

solutions and protection of the Wasatch - which really
shouldn’t be a hard ask.

With that prelude, let’s get to the so-called alternatives,
the solution to the problem no one can agree on. As UDOT
has laid it out, there are three options: one is the world’s
longest and most inefficient gondola, the other two are
“enhanced buses’, which could have been good, but the
bus is simply an appetizer to a gorging entree of infra-
structure projects - more lanes and avalanche sheds. All
the alternatives are intensively reliant upon cars, to and
within the canyon, which is why a transit agency, rather
than a road building agency should be the lead in transit
service design.

GONDOLR

No one is really shocked that after 40-some years of
advocating for ski interconnect that the state included a
gondola as an alternative. Nevertheless, it is still always
jarring to see it documented. The most significant issue
with the gondola is, and will continue to be, parking: there
is no space to accommodate at least 10,000 vehicles any-
where in the vicinity of the canyons. And since the state
throws most of our money at failed road projects, there is
no money for transit, so getting to the mouths of the==->
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canyons without a car is neither a priority or a possibility.

Most transit planners cringe at having one transfer, but it

is more often than not a necessary evil. Two transfers are
even less desirable, and three is basically considered a fatal
flaw and ineffective transit. Think about it, how many times
do you want to move your or your kids’ skis from one mode
to another?

The gondola mobility hub (which SB 268 funded), will have
about 2,500 spaces for cars. Being that it is located at the

mouth of Big Cottonwood, one would assume that some of
those stalls would be occupied by folks seeking to carpool
or take transit up Big Cottonwood... or will this be exclu-
sive to those going up Little? If you live in Granite, Sandy

or Draper, you'll have to drive past Little Cottonwood to
Big, where you'll enjoy the traffic you are trying to escape
before getting on a bus heading back toward whence you
came, to then catch the gondola.

If you are visiting the Wasatch for another purpose other
than patronizing a resort, you are S.O.L. UDOT’s own traffic
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data shows the peak that is causing the problems is hap-
pening in a 3 hour window. The gondola will only transport
about 900 people every hour with about 21,000 people
trying to get up the canyon. So about 3,000 people will get
up by gondola in this window, and 18,000 will still need

to use cars on the road. They claim a reduction of about
350 vehicles per hour, and cite that canyon road closures
(which again, 18,000 people will need to rely on) in the
gondola scenario will double at best, from today’s 10.4
days (56.3 hours) to 21+ days (108+ hours). This works well
for the lucky 3,000, the rest of us will be stuck in the same
(or worse) traffic, forced to look at the gondola that ruined
the canyon, that you can't get on because there is no park-
ing, no transit or the road isn't even open.

Finally, this is not found anywhere in the EIS, rather it was
mentioned in a meeting we and other organizations had
with UDOT. One “benefit’, they say of the gondola is that
they can induce tourism demand in the summer by selling
tickets to ride the gondola as if it were a ride at Lagoon.
These canyons are enough of an attraction themselves,
they don’t need more crap built, exploiting the natural
scenery.

As one of our resident transportation experts put it, gondo-
las are great for places where you can't build roads like up

a steep mountain. But the road is always going to be more
effective and expeditious at transporting people. Little
Cottonwood has a road. If we wanted to have the conver-
sation about transporting people without it let’s
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doit, but that isn't at all the question or an option UDOT is
willing to consider. The gondola fails the canyon, the users,
and the resorts.

AVALANCHE SHEDS, ROAD WIDENING &
BERMS

These elements accompany the enhanced bus options. It
is important to note that UDOT has decided the problems
in the Wasatch are not year-round, they really are only 4 or
so months of the year, despite year-round intensification
of recreational activities, not to mention the year-round
impact of climate change causing uncertainties for our
water supply and quality, not to mention the viability of
the ski industry. We currently have about 10.4 days (56.3
hours) that the canyons are closed. The best alternative
reduces canyon closures by 4 days (11 hours). So look at
these impacts that will fundamentally alter the wildness
and beauty of our canyons... for a 4 day (40 hours) benefit
for resort skiers.

One scenario has a longer avalanche shed, the other a
shorter shed, but with berms and a widened road. All of
these proposals will cause impacts to the hydrology and
erosive activities in the Wasatch.

MOBILITY HUBS

Above, | talked a little about the gondola mobility hub.
Again, these hubs aren’t inexpensive, they will have traffic
impacts, albeit in different locations, but will absolutely
cause congestion at peak times. Further, because this is

a project that only looks at Little Cottonwood Canyon
roadway (UDOT rejected numerous requests to be more
comprehensive), the analysis has failed to contemplate
usage for Big Cottonwood. Let’s face it, there is a lot of
parking lots out there but they aren't all able to be used to
coordinate carpools and transit. It might not be possible to
get everyone to the canyons by transit, but we can certain-
ly make a few hubs throughout the valley to aid in getting
people to hubs within say, 5 miles from home.

ENHANCED BUSES

We like the idea of the buses. As mentioned, we take issue
with the other elements they've attached to the bus. If
we can get more people on transit and increase vehicular
occupancy (from 1.8 to say 4) there will be less cars in the
canyon. Less cars means less need for parking and less
need for a lane. Less cars also means less lining up at the
mouth. So forward the buses, but without the sheds and
the lanes and make these buses penetrate further into
our communities in the valley giving more people, better
access. You could even run articulated buses from the com-
munities to the mouth (though that would indeed force

a transfer). Express buses where Alta patrons don’'t have
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to ride through Snowbird, for example, is a great idea and
should be pursued. It should be noted that you shouldn’t
need an EIS to just run more buses on the roadway. So you
can like buses, and hate this EIS! Fund UTA, not UDOT.

NEW PARKING LOTS

This is pretty much the only thing that could benefit the
average user of the Wasatch. Of course, parking lots are not
environmentally friendly at all. A better option would be to
have transit serve some locations. We'd need to figure out,
where, how many people, and how it would be managed,
but | think we are capable of this. Parking lots are for cars,
and again, we thought the entire purpose here was to
reduce the number of cars, not make it easier or accommo-
date them. An integrated trails and transportation access
and management plan need to be done for the region,
something we've advocated for as part of the Central
Wasatch NCRA, which is being held hostage until UDOT fin-
ishes the EIS. We should design the transportation around
the environment, experiences and values we seek for the
Wasatch, not design experiences around transportation
though modification of the environment. Transportation
isn't the value, it's a tool that can help or hurt those values.

WIDENING WASATCH BLVD.

I'll be honest, with all the other antics in the EIS, I've not as
of yet had much time to look at the Wasatch Blvd proposal.
But | do know that there are many thoughtful folks in and
around those neighborhoods who have good reason to be
concerned about widening that road. As a proponent of
walkable communities and active transportation, people
should be able to move about their communities without
using a vehicle. I've personally witnessed how many folks,
with a spike because of Covid, walk to get a few groceries
or to go out to eat. Widening roads is a barrier to this. Wid-
ening this stretch of Wasatch stands to just hold more cars
in traffic, idling. If you want less cars, you must invest in
transit. Adding lanes just adds cars - we have to stop falling
for this.

If you want more information on the Wasatch Blvd por-
tions, a citizen’s group called SaveNotPave.org, has some
thoughts on this element of the EIS and can aid your con-
templation of the impacts of widening Wasatch Blvd.

CONCLUSION

If we simply invested less than a quarter than is being
proposed in some of these options, $50 million to $100
million in buses, transitioning 50-70% of the people out of
their vehicles and onto transit well before the mouths of
the canyons; if we altered behaviors by not allowing cars
to line up, implemented a toll that encouraged 4 people
per vehicle, ticketed vehicles for having ill equipped tires,
and enforced no roadside parking as should have==->
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been done years ago -- we could make a bigger dentin
the dreadful traffic woes caused by cars and would have to
build nothing more in our canyons. Give it an earnest 5 -10
years, actually funding it like you want to solve the prob-
lem. We can continue to investigate long term solutions in
the interim. All we know for sure is that the options before
us right now, completely fail the users and the environ-
ments in the Wasatch, destroying the values that make
this place special.

To date, UDOT has rejected input from thousands of
people urging them to look at the broader picture of the
Wasatch. So many comments received were deemed “out
of scope” suggesting the ideas were bad. Perhaps it is the
purpose and need and the screening criteria the agency
selected that are flawed, not the public ideas furnished
to solve problems. What'’s most frustrating is that UDOT is
refusing to do things it could do today to solve problems
in the canyons, without building a thing. It's as if the un-
derlying purpose is to ensure some guys get to play with
earth moving equipment to modify a majestic landscape.
Perhaps it’s high time we fire all the engineers and hire
more social behavioral scientists - for it is our behaviors
that are driving demand for these engineering feats. What
grew out of a comprehensive plan for the Wasatch, now
only looks at 3 or 4 months and how to get a miniscule
number of people to resorts sans a car. The options they
are considering come at a huge cost both to your pocket
books and to the environment.

Itisn’t clear what UDOT is up to, but it is obvious that
there is nothing supportable in the alternatives. Rather
than spend money to damage a perfect, glacially carved
canyon, we should explore just compensating resorts or
their patrons for lost revenue to do too much snow in

the canyon. There’s an inherent risk and reality of living
and doing business in these mountains - nature happens.
When Snowbird opened, they pledged “man and nature
in harmony."There is nothing harmonious about altering
the very nature of these canyons with more steel, asphalt
or cabled contraptions. The risk is part of the reward, if
you want convenience, Park City is up what once was a
beautiful and wild canyon, but is now little more than an
Interstate freeway. We should fight like hell to ensure that
fate isn't foisted upon our other Wasatch Canyons.

View the Draft Alternatives Development and Screening
Report and submit your comments on the Little Cotton-
wood Canyon EIS project page at https://littlecottonwood-
eis.udot.utah.gov. Public comment on the Alternatives will
close on July 10, 2020.
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Your tax deductible donation enables us to continue
protecting the beauty and wildness of the Wasatch
Mountains. Becoming a member by donating online or

by mailing in a check to: 3690 E Fort Union Blvd STE 101;
Cottonwood Heights, UT 84121.

JOIN

Save Our Canyons relies critically on the support of
individual members and local businesses. Join today for
only $35: https://saveourcanyons.org/join!

RENEW

Renew your one-year membership today for only $35,
and keep doing your part for the Wasatch:
https://saveourcanyons.org/renew.

GIVE MONTHLY

Become a monthly member for as low as $5 a month:
https://saveourcanyons.org/give-monthly.

MEMBERSHIF BENEFITS

Connection to a community passionate about con-
servation
« Discount on ALL Save Our Canyons event tickets
« Direct access to our brightest conservation leaders
«  Ability to serve on a Save Our Canyons adviso-
ry committee
«  An exclusive Save Our Canyons membership event
« Quarterly newsletters delivered to your door or via
email (your preference)
« Action Alert emails that focus on direct actions to
protect the Wasatch

OTHER WRAYS TO DONATE

There are multiple ways you can support or donate

to Save Our Canyons! Donate stocks, bonds, mutual
funds, IRA accounts, real estate, life insurance, business
interests, and bequests through your will or trust! If
you're interested in leaving a legacy of support for the
continued preservation of this amazing range and the
communities it supports please contact Sarah Sleater at
sarah@saveourcanyons.org or 801-363-7283.
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Citizens’ Committee to Save Our Canyons
3690 E Fort Union Blvd STE 101
Cottonwood Heights, UT 84121

As a community driven organization, our members guide and direct our work. Join us! Annual memberships are $35
and allow us to continue to advocate loudly for our water, land, recreational access and quality of
life that result from a connected and protected Wasatch Mountains.

It's easy — donate online via saveourcanyons.org.




