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A reflection on the Lone Peak Wilderness —
40th Anniversary

by Carl Fisher, Executive Director

e have a place immediately adjacent over 1
Wmillion people, that for all intents and purposes

has only been shaped by the forces of nature.
Forty years ago, Feb. 24, 1978, President Jimmy Carter
signed the “Endangered American Wilderness Act”
and gave Utah its first Wilderness Area - the Lone Peak
Wilderness. The significance of Lone Peak being included,
I think, is that often times we think of the Wilderness as
something that is out there. Lone Peak is right here, starkly
juxtaposing the sublime forces of the natural world in its
stupendous chaos, right next to a studiously engineered
settlement of humans, a wholly different form of chaos of
our own making. Wilderness is a canvass that isn’t ours to
paint, though like every preserved work of art it nourishes,
inspires, and reminds us of something, perhaps that we too
once were wild and born from its harsh elements.

I'm guessing forty years later, when you hear the word
wilderness (especially in Utah), you think of red rocks,
fighting, perhaps not being able to pursue all technology
enables us to do, but it all started right here along the
Wasatch Front, at least in Utah. The word in our vernacular
may have been tarnished especially in political circles, the
subject of misinformed, misdirected, and myopic assaults,
but I guarantee the moment you find yourself in the Lone
Peak Wilderness it shines as bright, if not brighter than

it did the day it was protected forty years ago. It is not

e
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The Wasatch Range’s Lone Peak Wilderness rising high above
Utah Lake and the urban cities below. Photo by: Howie Garber

uncommon to lose your way
in the rugged wilderness
(anyone who has walked
with me is painfully familiar
with wrong turns), and
perhaps we have, but more
often than not that wildness
we’ve suppressed helps us
find our way, which isn’t
necessarily out.

What we might celebrate
in the designation of the
Lone Peak Wilderness, is
not just the massif itself,
because it is actually some
1.4 billion years old. We
should celebrate on this 40th anniversary our collective
foresight and restraint to allow natural perfection to
continue writing its story under its own forces. There

are few places that we’ve not allowed ourselves or our
creations to meddle, modify and so conveniently access.

Of course, since I've been around, our actions are now
etched in the geologic record of the planet. They have
absolutely seeped into the wilderness, but its only here

that you can really witness how nature copes or witness

the magnitude of a force we’ve become. Our natural areas,
perhaps most importantly our
wilderness, serve as a foundation
from where we measure our
departure from the wild.

Carl Fisher, Executive Director

Not quite forty myself, I can
barely express how appreciative
I am that we have a place like
this so close to home, a place
my parents took me with their
friends, that I now share with
my own family, children and
friends. I've always known
Lone Peak to be a wilderness,
as it was when we found it, and
so will generations to come. It
is the same place it was when

I was a young boy; unlike the
dirt lot where I learned to jump
bikes that’s now a credit union
and housing development. The
mountains that I called home
in Bountiful, where I learned

to mountain bike (once the dirt
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lot became a series of foundations) has been reduced to a these places have had an impact on your life in one way or

corridor for natural gas pipelines. Few places, Lone Peak another, and sometimes things we are so close to we take
among them, are as they were and when we lose that for granted, hence this reflection. If this tiny corner of our
foundation, we lose our humility. community has impacted you, I hope you'll share your

) ) own reflection in a venue that’s appropriate.
So, here’s to foresight, not allowing ourselves to turn over

every rock, or manicure every space to suit our desires, Much of what happens in the wilderness is never

restraint in caving to our industriousness. Here’s to not documented, which is part of its mystique, but I couldn’t
fundamentally changing a space in less than 150 years, let this anniversary pass without saying something about
what took over 1.4 billion to sculpt. Here’s to Alexis Kelner  the feat of wilderness and the light it has reflected upon our
and his rag-tag troop of mountain loving friends for community. — ~~~

igniting that initial spark for wilderness. I'm guessing that

urban!

In Loving Memory of Ann Kelsey, Garrett Herbanum

ave Our GCanyons

Spring 2018 Community Weed Pluck Event
Date: Saturday, June 9
Time: 8:30am to 11:30am

Location: Red Butte Canyon, Dyers Woad
(Meet at the east end of red butte amphitheater parking lot)

» — e
ANy Y But[e Garden

COUNTY

Rio Tinto Center | University of Utah WEED CONTE THE UNIVERSITY OF UTAH
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Seeking Passionate People for the
Protection of the Wasatch

By Alex Schmidt

advocacy by concerned citizens who love

the Wasatch and are willing to work to see it
protected. The goal is to give community leads the
tools to empower their neighbors and residents of
their city to take action on area specific issues that
result in broad benefits for the Wasatch Range.

Save Our Canyons was built on grassroots

Are you interested in helping drive community

engagement on issues that impact your watershed,

recreation, access and the future of the Wasatch
Range? This is your opportunity to work on
locally targeted efforts to engage people in your
community about issues specific to their district
or city that have a broad impact on the health and
future of the Wasatch Range.

Areas of focus: Millcreek, Park City, Sandy,
Cottonwood Heights, Emigration, Granite, Town of
Alta/Little Cottonwood Canyon, Big Cottonwood
Canyon

We are seeking your ideas, your passions for the
Wasatch and your help working toward protecting
access, wildlife, your watershed and engaging your
communities in and around the Wasatch.

Please email Alex@saveourcanyons.org with
“Community Co-Chair” as subject line for more
information. ~~~

SOC partner CompHealth employees remouve litter from Big Cottonwood Canyon
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Conservation groups file objection to
helicopter-assisted game-farming project
in Wasatch Wildernesses

onservation and Wilderness groups recently
‘ filed an objection against the U.S. Forest
Service’s proposal to allow the Utah Division
of Wildlife Resources (UDWR) to use helicopters to
capture and collar mountain goats and bighorn sheep

in the Mt. Timpanogos, Lone Peak and Twin Peak
Wildernesses in the Wasatch Mountains in Utah.

The objection was filed by Wilderness Watch,
Western Wildlife Conservancy, Save Our Canyons,
Yellowstone to Uintas Connection and Utah Chapter
of the Sierra Club. It can be viewed here: http://bit.
ly/2BH8MKS8

“Wildernesses are protected areas where the earth
and its community of life are ‘untrammeled” by
man, where natural processes prevail and wildlife

is afforded a rare reprieve from our aggressive
meddling,” explained Dana Johnson, staff attorney
for Wilderness Watch. “Yet, UDWR wants to pursue,
capture, and radio-collar wildlife from helicopters
in three wilderness areas to intensively manage

an introduced species for recreational hunting
opportunities. This plan undermines everything that
wilderness is about.”

The groups contend the proposal is antithetical to
Wilderness in numerous ways. For starters, mountain
goats are a non-native, exotic species in Utah. UDWR
placed them in the Wasatch Mountains some years
ago for hunting. Attempting to perpetuate a non-
native species in Wilderness violates a fundamental
tenet of Wilderness — “where the earth and its
community of life are untrammeled by man...
retaining its primeval character and influence...which
is protected and managed so as to preserve its natural
conditions.”

Www.saveourcanyons.org

Helicopters, too, are antithetical to Wilderness. The
Wilderness Act prohibits the use of aircraft except in
cases of emergencies or when an essential wilderness
stewardship action cannot be met without them.

Yet this proposal would allow up to 60 helicopter
landings — 40 for mountain goats and 20 for bighorn
sheep —all in Wilderness. The Wilderness Act also
prohibits installations, such as GPS tracking collars,
except in very narrow circumstances, but the proposal
would allow them as a matter of course.

“It’s important for citizens to be both vigilant

and diligent in protecting our public lands

and wildlife. Among other things, this means
protecting the sanctity of the Wilderness Act by
protecting wilderness itself,” stated Kirk Robinson,
Ph.D., Executive Director of the Western Wildlife
Conservancy. “The UDWR proposal is all about
providing more animals for hunters to shoot and
has nothing at all to do with managing the Wasatch
wilderness areas for their wilderness character. It is
our duty to oppose it.”

Last year, UDWR asked permission to capture
mountain goats, but because they aren’t native it was
virtually impossible to show the project was necessary
to benefit the Wildernesses. It now appears that
UDWR is simply piggybacking bighorn sheep onto
the project to make it appear it might help a native
species. Even if one could justify capturing bighorns,
roughly two-thirds of their range lies outside the
Wilderness and they could be captured there. ~~~

Save Our Canyons, April 2018 5



Join Save Our Canyons and
Wilderness Watch for

WILDERNESS

o

|

L I &

UNDER STEGE

A PRESENTATION BY GEORGE WEURTHNER

George Weurthner is a noted author, ecologist, and activist. George is a
well-known writer on conservation issues, an engaging and
knowledgeable presenter, and a wildlands explorer extraordinaire,
who has visited more than 400 designated Wilderness.

This event is sponsored by the Citizens Committee to Save Our Canyons and
is free and open to the public.

Thursday, May 17 at 6:30 pm

Salt Lake City Downtown Library
210 East 400 South
Conference Room, Level Four
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A New Hat for Mount Baldy?
Alta’s Expansion Quest Continues

By Rob DeBirk

ne of Alta’s founders was a poetry writing
Oyoung man named J. Laughlin. In addition

to starting a ski resort, Laughlin also started
a publishing company printing poems by William
Carlos Williams and Ezra Pound. He chased
butterflies in Albion Basin with Vladimir Nabokov
and camped with Gary Snyder. Though better known
for publishing poems than for writing them, Laughlin
was pretty close to poetry when he wrote: “You've
got to keep some places like God made them...If
you overdo it, you'll destroy Alta.”

Sadly, with their latest Master Development Plan,
Alta appears to have not received their founder’s
message. Let’s start with the most odious of the
proposals: a tram to the summit of Mt. Baldy. Save
Our Canyons has several concerns, among them: the
high likelihood of additional summit infrastructure,
impacts to plants and wildlife, viewshed degradation
and changes to the character of the canyon.

Most concerning about the Baldy proposal is Alta’s
refusal to swear off additional summit infrastructure
should the tram be approved. While none is

currently listed in the Master Development Plan, at

a recent meeting Alta refused to swear off additional
development on Baldy, saying instead they want

to keep the option open. As we remember from
Snowbird’s eyesore on Hidden Peak, once built,
trams are often quickly accompanied by greater
summit development. As people begin visiting in
large numbers demands grow for warming huts,
restrooms, food, and commercial conference space.
And there, before you know it, where once was a
hidden peak — or perhaps a bald one — there’s now
a 23,000 square foot conference center. Further fueling
our paranoia is that though in Alta Ski Area’s permit
boundary, Baldy’s summit is mostly private property:
Snowbird’s private property.

Www.saveourcanyons.org

The tram will be capable of transporting 150 people
per hour, significantly changing the character of an
area that’s traditionally required a quad-crushing
hike to the summit, where the relative difficulty of
access has long been part of Baldy’s appeal. Perched
atop Baldy’s summit, this ridgeline puncturing
construction would do more than just deflate its
appeal to generations of skiers for whom hiking
Baldy’s was a rite of passage. The new tram would
require stringing a cable across Baldy’s north face
and plopping a terminal on an unblemished ridgeline
degrading scenic views from Timpanogos, to the
Twin Peaks Wilderness, to Millcreek’s Mt. Aire, down
to the town of Alta.

Alta’s other proposals are less odious, though a few
are undoubtedly objectionable. Among them:

Albion/Wildcat Base Parking: Alta says they lost
50 parking spaces to mass transit over the years,
but the proposal fails to show any math backing the
assertion. Alta wants to pave over nearly 1.5 acres
of open space to create these new parking spots.
This takes us in the wrong direction entirely. Little
Cottonwood averages 8,000 vehicles a day during
the winter season. Adding 50 spaces won’t have
any meaningfully positive impact on congestion

or parking and stands to encourage greater use of
personal vehicles. Studies analyzing the relationships
between parking and congestion in moderately
sized towns found that increasing parking spots
caused a significant rise in solo-car commuting.

The same study showed that creating more parking
spaces encouraged more driving, thus increasing
congestion. Far from moderating traffic issues Alta
will exacerbate them.

Save Our Canyons, April 2018
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Flora Lift: Alta’s proposal and the Environmental
Analysis for the new Flora lift had the same terminal
placed in two different areas, one squarely within

a known wetland and the other on its outskirts.
Gaining clarity on the correct location and the
project’s process for wetlands delineations required
filing a Freedom of Information Act request, one that
was fulfilled shortly before the comment deadline.
According to FOIA documents, the Flora terminal is
slated to be squarely within wetlands. Contrary to
best practices, we also learned that Alta’s wetlands
delineations were done October 11, 2017, while
snow was on the ground and well outside the
growing season. Wetlands are transitional areas with
characteristics that change seasonally and annually
depending on snow pack. Conducting wetland
delineations outside of growing season or with frozen
soil conditions and snow covered vegetation makes
accurate delineations unfeasible and is generally
frowned upon. Once full wetland delineations are
done according to best practices, Alta should be
required to move the terminal away from wetland
areas and with significant buffers ensuring no
wetlands are impacted.

Given the ties of Alta’s founder to Gary Snyder
perhaps it’s best to end with one of his poems. We'll
see what the Forest Service decides, but should
they approve the Baldy Tram, you can bet Save

Our Canyons will object and fight this proposal

to mar Baldy’s summit. In the meantime, here’s to
hoping Alta’s new management rediscovers the
environmental ethos that drove their early founder:

I pledge allegiance to the soil
of Turtle Island,
and to the beings who thereon dwell
one ecosystem
in diversity
under the sun

With joyful interpenetration for all.

Pika and their habitat face an uphill battle from a changing climate and
Alpine development such as Alta’s proposed Mt. Baldy tram. photo: Howie Garber
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SOC in the community in 2017

University of Utah Honors Class discuss SOC campaigns with
Carl Fisher while climbing in Big Cottonwood.

ith a hearty debt of gratitude, we want to
thank everyone who volunteered in 2017

with Save Our Canyons. With the help of

Intern’s Luke Golden, Makayla Estill, Logan Hastings,

Alec Quick and Jackson Podis we attended over a
dozen community events across the valley to inform
and educate about our work to protect the wildness
and beauty of the Wasatch Mountains.

As we look ahead, we are excited to build upon the
many successes of 2017. Our focus, this year, will be
to engage with you, the members, supporters and
citizens who value wild lands and SOC’s mission.
Save Our Canyons’ foundation is a conglomerate

of dedicated and passionate advocates. Those with
experience and expertise in specific areas of focus
and others interested to lend a hand regardless of
the task. This year, we're setting lofty goals that can
only be achieved with a dedicated community of
volunteers and vocal proponents dedicated to saving
our canyons.

Www.saveourcanyons.org

Upcoming volunteer opportunities and needs:

Save Our Canyons neighborhood co-chair team
(See page 4)

Big Cottonwood Canyon Highway clean up
(Second Tuesday May, July, August 6:00 —7:30, Big
Cottonwood Canyon Park n Ride West end of lot)

Wasatch Wilderness Stewardship Project
(see page 14)

Wasatch wetland research team - research and
define threats to wetland areas within the Wasatch
to help inform managing agencies and defend
against threats (please contact SOC office if
interested)

Visit saveourcanyons.org/events to see all our

upcoming community events and volunteer
opportunities ~~~

Save Our Canyons, April 2018



- .._ J.- 3 = - ; .1;'_._‘_ :
PRI ..‘_h‘- }i\’ ;'i__l‘f-",} sl

Sae (Iur cammns s

£ 7' | “’3“%!3_{.

l
. _ USFS Lands
Map Legend gy wﬁmmmﬂ-}mmnl
[ Proposed Wildemess Additions

| Specisl Management At
[ Resort Area Permanent Boundary

i '____.ii Gontral Wasateh Natonal Gonsarvation and Recrantion Arom sﬁ mum Ex-:ﬁangés

I Private Land to be Evaluated for Public Owniership- Alta

I '.Prhil'u!éaﬁd.td-b&-Eﬁu'MHﬁPﬁm-mﬂHFEﬂQ}ﬂdﬂ-.

| Private Land 1o be Evalusted for Public Qwnership- Snowbird
‘Frivate Land to be Evaluated for. Pummmun—raﬂwae

B Federal Land to be Evaluated for Frivate Gwnership:

10 Save Our Canyons, April 2018

WWW.saveourcanyons.org




We are aiming to protect 80,000 acres of public land through the designation of
the “Central Wasatch National Conservation & Recreation Area” Once passed, this
legislation will connect fragmented land with areas currently under federal protec-

tion, designate additional wilderness areas, and limit future development in the

Wasatch, all while protecting our shared values of natural places.

Watershed
Over 60% of the water used by residents of the Salt Lake Valley
comes fram canyons In the Wasatch Mountalns, Protecting
watershed areas across the Wasatch Range not only protects
the aesthetic and sceme value of these lakes and rivers, but
ensures.a healthy future for this vital resource. Through this
federal |egislation, Impartant Central Wasatch Watersheds like
Big and Litlle Cotianwood Canvons will be:protectad from
further development to keep our drinking water cl2an and pure
from the source, with less-money spent on water treatment.

Wilderness

The Central Wasatch Range provides habitat for hundreds of
species-of wildhfe and native vegetation. Some examples of
wildlife that have been documented In the Wasatch Canyens
include Bats, Eagles, Owls, Hawks, Coyates, Bears, Babeats,
Mauntain Lions, Moose, Deep, and Goats. These animals have
depended on this.area as an essential companent ta their foad
chain and repraductive success since long before the area was
discoverad by humans: and must te provided protection from
tuture development through this-federal designation.

Recreation

The vast recreational cpportunities of the Wasatch Range attract
millions of people from around the world dieio their accessibility.
Incredible mauntain biking, hiking, carping, fishing skiing, and
climbing can be found just a shert drive from the Salt Lake Valiey Te
preserve our privilege of access Lo the vatiety of epportunities thal
the Wasatch provides to us, this federal designation will protect the
Central Wasatch Range fram future development and make sure that
this area can cantinue to be enjoyved

We are a community organization ran by the
community. If you like this concept sign the
petition today: saveourcanyons.org.

WWW.saveourcanyons.org Save Our Canyons, April 2018
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Who’s New at Save Our Canyons?

Welcome Jeff Niermeyer, career | had the opportunity to be involved in

Save Our Canyons Board of Directors defining and helping to address the growing
challenges that the Central Wasatch faces on

numerous fronts. I look forward to working with
Save Our Canyons to continue to help protect
and preserve the balance of uses that exists in
the Wasatch Canyons today. I am passionate
about working to safeguard the wonders of the
Wasatch Mountains so that my children and
future generations will be able to enjoy the same
quality of experience that I have enjoyed for over
five decades.

I grew up in the East Millcreek area and spent
my summer days exploring the trails and
mountains of the Central Wasatch as well as the
Southern Utah red rock canyons. Throughout
my adult life I have continued to be active

in the outdoors and spend my leisure time
hiking, biking, skiing, climbing, and whitewater
kayaking. I have pursued these activities from
South America to Alaska. During my travels, I
came to recognize that the Wasatch Mountains
are unsurpassed in their singular beauty, wild
nature, and easy access to recreational
activities which facilitate sustained
connections to the great outdoors. I
recently bikepacked on the 2,700 mile
Great Divide Mountain Biking Route,
which traverses the Continental Divide
from Banff, Canada to the US-Mexican
border. During the course of my ride, I
had the opportunity to see dozens and
dozens of watersheds, some pristine
and some severely impacted. Pedaling
through these watersheds, I was struck
by the unique and extraordinary
opportunity that the Central Wasatch
Mountain watersheds provide to the
residents of the Salt Lake community.

I graduated from the University of

Utah with a B.S. in Civil Engineering.
My career focused on water resource
management and the protection of the
mountain watersheds that provide
critical water supplies to the Salt Lake
Valley. Prior to my retirement in January
of 2016, I served as the Director of the
Department of Public Utilities for Salt
Lake City. My responsibilities included
the management of 185 square miles of SOC'’s Board of Director member Jeff, wonders

watershed which supply water to over “What will the future of the Wasatch hold?”
half a million residents. During my

12 Save Our Canyons, April 2018 Www.saveourcanyons.org
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SOC Board of Director member Betsy all smiles
in a winter paradise

Betsy grew up in beautiful Logan, Utah. After
graduating with highest honors in American
Studies and Government from the College of
William and Mary, she worked in non-profit
fundraising at the Leukemia & Lymphoma
Society and The Brookings Institution. She
returned to Utah to attend law school at J.
Reuben Clark, graduating cum laude. After
clerking on the Utah Supreme Court, Betsy
returned to Washington D.C. to start her legal
career. When her international law firm came
crashing down during the Great Recession, she

reconsidered the frenetic pace of D.C. and moved

back to Salt Lake City, where she’s worked

primarily in civil litigation. She currently serves

as Assistant General Counsel for Backcountry.
com LLC.

Betsy joined the Board of Save Our Canyons in
acknowledgement of the richness the Wasatch
Mountains have added to her home and life.
Some of her happiest, clearest moments have
been spent hiking up Days Fork, watching
mountain goats on Mount Superior, or biking
along the loom-covered trails near Desolation
Lake. She’s thrilled and honored to join Save
Our Canyons in their practical, persistent work
protecting these vital places.

Www.saveourcanyons.org

Planned Giving
and Stock
Donation

to benefit Save
Our Canyons

As a small, grassroots organization,

Save Our Canyons depends
on generous support from our
members to achieve substantial
victories in our fight to protect the
beauty of the Wasatch Mountains,
canyons and foothills.

If you're interested in leaving a
legacy of support for the continued
preservation of this amazing
range and the communities it
supports please contact SOC Office
Administrator Sarah Sleater at
801-363-7283 or
Sarah@saveourcanyons.org

Save Our Canyons, April 2018

13



Into the Wasatch Wilderness in 2018

By Alex Schmidt

n 2018, Save Our Canyons in partnership with These projects will take place throughout the summer
Ithe Forest Service’s Salt Lake Ranger District is starting in mid May. Depending on location of the

excited to announce the Wilderness Stewardship particular project there will be a varying level of
Project. Many of you remember time out in the physical ability required. Visit our “Get Involved”
Wasatch helping local agencies and Save Our page and choose “Wilderness Stewardship Project” to
Canyons in our Trail Maintenance Program. Since receive alerts with dates and locations for upcoming
that time, stewardship of the Wilderness Areas in projects.  ~~~

the Wasatch has been of high priority for SOC. The
National Wilderness Preservation System, created in
1964 has grown from 9 to 110 million
acres. This inspiring achievement

is overshadowed by the fact that
managing agencies budgets have not
increased to be able to properly address
the growing complexity of Wilderness
area management. This summer we will
coordinate SOC volunteer groups on
four outings to assist with maintaining
existing trails and rehabbing non-
system trails, campsite and other
restoration, garbage removal and Leave
No Trace ethics in the Lone Peak, Twin
Peaks and Mount Olympus Wilderness
areas.

Our focus will be on public outreach
and education, stewardship projects,
coordinating policy measures, and
improving monitoring through which
we will dampen the growing pressures
on the National Forest and also on our
Wilderness areas.

We are inviting you, SOC members to
dedicate some time this coming year to
assist us in stewarding, and celebrating
the irreplaceable wild landscapes of the
Wasatch Range. Our goal is to cultivate
a community of wilderness advocates
who understand the challenges,
celebrate the beauty and work in
partnership with managing agencies to
continue the legacy of the Wilderness
areas in the Wasatch Mountains.

Looking South from Mt. Superior toward Lone Peak Wilderness Area
Photo by: Alex Schmidt
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Thanks to Our Sponsors

In our effort to protect the wilderness of the Wasatch, it is vital to form partnerships with
community enterprises to further our cause. The following companies have continually
supported Save Our Canyons, and wilderness preservation as a whole.

Thanks to our g)artners at these companies who donate product, host events, and help
ave Our Canyons reach all of you who love the Wasatch.
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16th Annual Lone Peak Celebration
Silent Auction Provided By:

Prana, Patagonia, MountainSmith, Xmission, Porcupine Grill, Sundance Mountain
Resort, Panda Poles, Cotopaxi, Osprey, Asher Koles of Bloodknots, Jena
Schmidt, Ruth's Chris Steak House, The Front Climbing Club (SLC, UT),

Mountainsmith, Desert Raw Holistic Pet, Karen Millar Kendall Art, Kathy Schmidt

Art, Goal Zero, Klean Kanteen, Wendy Summer Jazz Quartet, Great Basin

WWWw.saveourcanyons.org Save Our Canyons, April 2018
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Good, Bad and Ugly

GOOD

In February, Patagonia launched their “Action
Works” project where they’ll be “connecting indi-
viduals with their grantees (SOC being one) in order
to take action on the most pressing issues facing the
world today.” Patagonia’s Action Works platform
provides a one stop shop for citizens to get involved
with hundreds of organizations all over the world
who are working to end environmental degradation,
positively affect policy and expand protections for
diverse landscapes around the globe. SOC owes ma-
jor debt of gratitude to Patagonia, especially our local
SLC outlet for their support of our work. Visit Pata-
gonia.com/actionworks and make this amazing tool
a mainstay in your
grassroots activism
toolbox.

PatagoniaActionWorks

GOOD

Save Our Canyons, now in our 46th year as an orga-
nization is seeing notable growth of our membership
and larger community of advocates for the Wasatch
Mountains. Without your participation SOC would
topple before the threats and pressures placed on the
watershed, public lands and habitat depended upon
by over 1,800 species of plants and animals. So, what
now? Help us by sharing our emails, website, news-
letter and upcoming events with your friends, family
and neighbors. Visit our website, contact our office
or follow us on social media to learn about the many
opportunities to preserve the Wasatch Mountains.

Great Party! 16th Annual Lone Peak

Celebration

Over 250 of you celebrated the Lone Peak Wilderness
and the history of Save Our Canyons at our 16th An-
nual Lone Peak Celebration in March! It was a plea-
sure having an evening with our community, toasting
to the 40th anniversary of the Lone Peak Wilderness
and reveling in successfully protecting the Wasatch
through another legislative session. To those that
missed it, we hope to see you next year. And a thou-
sand thank you’s for your support and tenacity in our
collective effort to continue protecting the beauty and
wildness of the Wasatch.

Lone Peak Wilderness
Photo by: Alexis Kelner
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Timelessly Good: 40th Anniversary of Lone
Peak Wilderness

On February 24, 2018 was the 40th Anniversary of
Lone Peak Wilderness. As our population grew and
wilderness diminished, the need for true wilderness
protections led to the Wilderness Act of 1964, allow-
ing Congress to designate unspoiled portions of the
country as official wilderness. Lone Peak is Utah’s
tirst designated Wilderness, established in 1978. Un-
der this Act, Wilderness is a designation that we, the
citizens of the United States, can place upon our pub-
lic lands. It is the highest level of protection that our
public lands can receive and can only be created or
removed by an act of Congress. The act stipulates that
the lands “shall be devoted to the public purposes of
recreation, scenic, scientific, educational, conservation
and historic use.”

Ugly

This legislative session revealed just how much

sway a developer can have in the legislative process.
According to emails Save Our Canyons received
through a series of GRAMA requests one developer,
Dave Robinson, worked in earnest with Reps. Noel,
Coleman, and Stratton to strip protections for the
Cottonwood Canyons. Robinson personally over-
saw all the bills attacking existing protections for the
Wasatch, from initially contacting legislative sponsors
to suggest the bills, to offering tweaks and amend-
ments as the drafting attorney wrote the bills, attend-
ing committee hearings, and franticly lobbied in the
capitol’s halls in the closing days of session. Robinson
has had numerous contracts within the Cottonwood
Canyons, plans to develop a condo complex across
from Solitude Mountain Resort, and worked for years
with a handful of canyon property owners to inflate
canyon property values and try to gain water for lots
purchased as dry.

Www.saveourcanyons.org



“Pando” the Aspen
Grove could get Ugly

Pando is a boy—a very
large boy—and he’s in
trouble. This dioecious
male plant, putatively the
heaviest living organism

on earth, is the 106-acre
aspen grove known as
Pando (Latin: “I spread”)
and it’s collapsing. How
could a genetically identical
interconnected root sys-
tem, probably thousands

of years old, be suddenly
dying? Enter mule deer,
cattle, clear cuts, campers,
a few cabins, and a lack of
close monitoring and we
have an ancient system fall-
ing apart ‘on our watch.” To
see for yourself visit Pando
just southwest of Fish Lake,
Utah or click on the West-
ern Aspen Alliance website:
https:/ /western-aspen-al-
liance.org/. Learn about
quaking aspen science, conservation, Pando, and
how you can help save this iconic “forest of one tree.”
(Contributed by Western Aspen Alliance Director,
Paul Rogers)
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Good - Rock-Lickers Rejoice!

Mike Noel, the representative from Kanab known

for frequently scapegoating environmentalists as
“bird and bunny lovers and the tree-huggers and the
rock-lickers,” has decided to retire from the Utah leg-
islature. Noel was the driving force behind some of
this session’s most divisive and damaging bills, from
ripping away watershed protections in the Wasatch,
muzzling cities and counties from supporting federal
protections for public lands, renaming the national
park highway to the Donald Trump National High-
way, to funneling taxpayer dollars to dubious ends
such as funding a lawsuit against California for the
pro-climate policies and propping up shady non-prof-
it organizations who lobby against public lands pro-
tections. Suffice it to say, Noel will not be missed.

Www.saveourcanyons.org

The Pando clone in Central Utah’s Fishlake National Forest is composed almost
exclusively of mature stems that are dying off and are not being replaced.

Photo by: Paul Rogers

Bad — Out of the Noel Frying Pan and Into

the Lyman Fire

Phil Lyman, the San Juan County Commissioner most
well known for leading an illegal ATV ride through
Recapture Canyon, which was closed as an archae-
ologically sensitive area, has announced that he is

running for Noel’s
vacant legislative
seat. Yes, the man
who had the hubris
to not only break
the law, but also
raised funds for
court expenses by
selling t-shirts with
his face along-

side those of Rosa
Parks, Gandhi,
Chief Joseph, will
very likely be the
next representative
for the good people
of district 73.

Out of the Noel frying pan and
into the Lyman fire

Save Our Canyons, April 2018
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SOC and Partners, Thwart Legislative
Threats to the Wasatch

by Rob DeBirk

biggest threat to the Wasatch Mountains we’ve

seen since SkiLink. A handful of bills were
proposed to overturn a century’s worth of water quality
and watershed protections. The bills were written to
benefit water and land speculators in the Cottonwood
Canyons who stood to gain substantially from the bills’
becoming law. Though the bills all thankfully failed in
the session’s final moments, it was only after intense
lobbying, significant public comment, and the clock
striking midnight on the legislature’s 45th day that we
could truly say the threat was gone — for now.

The past last legislative session represented the

The proposed bills, sponsored by Reps. Mike Noel,

Kim Coleman, and Keven Stratton, would have
stripped SLC water protections (HB 135), limited local
decisions regarding additional protections being placed
on the Wasatch watershed (HB 136), stopped cities
from protecting watershed and open space areas (HB
255), and forced the sale of city land acquired for the
purpose of watershed protection (HB 255), changed the
Utah constitution to force SLC to lease surplus water

to canyon developers (HJR 12). The projection of one
developer, in an email to the bill’s sponsor, was that her
bill (HB 255) would force Salt Lake City to divest of 1500
acres in the Wasatch — an area larger than the recently
protected Bonanza Flat.

Save Our Canyons, and our allies at the Sierra Club and
Utah Rivers Council spent the entire session vigorously
fighting against these legislative proposals that would
have reversed 140 years of established watershed and
water quality protection and paved the way, quite
literally, for water and land speculators to develop our
watershed and cottonwood canyons.

Here’s a short list of the bills we spent the session
fighting. Though none of the bills passed, they will all
be studied by the Executive Water Task Force between
March and September 2018. We can expect the bills to be
heard during interim and to make another appearance
next legislative session.

HB 135: Noel, Extraterritorial Jurisdiction Amendments:
Stripping SLC’s extraterritorial jurisdiction from
ridgeline to ridgeline protections to a mere 300 feet near
streams.

HB 136: Noel, Federal Designations: Limit speech by
political subdivisions or institutions receiving state
funds in support of federal designations for public
lands without first receiving permission by the Utah
legislature.

HB 255: Coleman, Extra jurisdictional Municipal
Property: Limit cities from acquiring lands outside

of their jurisdiction. Cities with such would have to
pay property taxes on existing lands outside of their
boundaries. This bill would have stopped Bonanza
Flat from being protected and according to a developer
behind the bill, would have forced Salt Lake City to rid
itself of 1500 acres of protected watershed lands in the
Wasatch Canyons

HJR 15: Stratton, Constitutional Amendment:

Allow cities to lease surplus water which is currently
prohibited. Currently, SLC is prohibited from leasing
surplus water. Canyon speculators with dry lots have
been trying to force Salt Lake City to lease them water
for decades. These land speculators have failed to win
this argument in the courts, including the Utah Supreme
Court, for decades and are now trying to change
legislatively what they’ve failed to do through the
judicial branch.

HB 124: Coleman, Water Holdings Accountability and
Transparency Amendments: Requires Salt Lake City to
make public the quantity of water used outside of their
service area - among other items. This bill would have
satisfied an effort by canyon land speculators to identify
just how much water exists outside of SLC so they can
better know, and argue that enough water exists, to
service their dry lots that causing values to skyrocket.

Thank you to the Utah Chapter of the Sierra Club, Utah Rivers Council, and the thousands of community
members who worked to defeat these bills. This session showed the strengths of community engagement and
what we can accomplish when people get involved in protecting the Wasatch. ~~~
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by Tiana Birrell

‘m an advocate for getting outdoors. To use the

words of Phaedra Pezzullo, “If a person exposes

her or his senses to a place that person will better
appreciate its value, thus will feel more connected to
its fate.” What does one gain from getting outside,
and as Pezzullo suggests, does it allow one to feel
more connected?

While interning with Save Our Canyons I'll be
coordinating the “Wilderness Stewardship Project,”
an effort to partner with the Forest Service on
stewardship projects geared around education, on
the ground endeavors, policy awareness and data
collection and monitoring.

Traversing the Wasatch Range to the south, Ill also

be programming various outreach projects to involve
new communities such as UVU students and climbing
communities in our work as well as learn about the
threats and opportunities for collaboration in the
south end of the valley.

If you are interested in getting involved, feel free to
contact me at tiana@saveourcanyons.org.

Tiana Birrell is currently an MA in Environmental
Humanities at the University of Utah. ~~~

Tiana Birrell enjoying a day in the Wasatch.

Www.saveourcanyons.org

Save Our Canyons, April 2018 19



Citizens” Committee to Save Our Canyons
824 So. 400 West St.  Suite B-115
Salt Lake City, Utah 84101

NONPROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH
PERMIT NO. 7271

RETURN SERVICE
REQUESTED

Photo by: Howie Garber

On behalf of Save Our Canyons, we thank you for taking time to learn about
our work to protect the beauty and wildness of this amazing range.

As a community driven organization, our members guide and direct our work. Join us! Annual memberships
are $35 and allow us to continue to advocate loudly for our water, land, recreational access and quality of
life that result from a connected and protected Wasatch Mountains, canyons and foothills. It's easy, we've

included a donation envelope in this newsletter or donate via our website.




