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Special Mountain Accord Edition

The Public’s – YOUR – comments are important!!!

 A “Miss Tobias” recreating in the Wasatch during the early 1920s. Cur-
rent status of backcountry recreation is discussed on p. 10.

 

Photo courtesy of the Wasatch Mountain Club.
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Chairman’s Message 

Citizens of the Wasatch- 

It’s Time to Vote!

Gavin Noyes, Chairman

The Mountain Accord public comment period 
ends soon, and we want to hear from you. Please 

take a few minutes (or an hour) to describe your vision 
for a permanently protected Wasatch.  Tell us what 
you care most about protecting, and which of the ideas 
being floated cause you grief. No final deal has been 
struck for Mountain Accord, and now is the time that 
committee members are looking to the community to 
shape and guide our path forward. 

Save Our Canyons has a firm seat at the negotiation 
table and we are entering the final stage with our eyes 
wide open and the long-term future in mind. Right 
now, it is your turn to strengthen our conservation 
position. Our organization’s official name is the 
“Citizens’ Committee to Save Our Canyons” and any 
collective power we have ultimately rests with you, 
our members. Please act now.

Save Our Canyons has spent literally thousands 
of staff and volunteer hours defending our greatest 
community asset in all its wild and untrammeled glory.  
We have scrutinized policies, proposals, and growth 
projections. Not surprisingly, the Mountain Accord 
process has not discovered any places that nobody 
cares about, nor has it unearthed any easy, common 
sense solutions.  Community planning is hard work.

We are facing two stark options in the final stage 
of negotiation. We will EITHER walk away from the 
process and continue to defend the Wasatch from the 
dozens of threats that cycle through the mountains 
year after year, OR we will stay with Mountain Accord, 
endorsing and some transit and ski area development 
in exchange for long-lasting durable protection of 
some of the most highly threatened landscapes in 
the Wasatch.  The Save Our Canyons Board and staff 
recognize this as one of the most critical decisions in 
our 43 year history.

So please, take a few minutes to think about the 
Wasatch and send your thoughts to us and to Mountain 
Accord.

Information about Mountain Accord and the 
Proposed Blueprint to Preserve the Central Wasatch 
can be found on our website www.saveourcanyons.
org.  Find and study, for example, the map detailing the 
land exchanges and the plans for public transportation 

in the Cottonwood Canyons.  
Go, also, to www.mountainaccord.com and study 

the content of the Proposed Blueprint.  That site will 
allow you to answer a few survey questions as well as to 
make comments directly. While you ponder, remember 
the goals: protecting the watershed, preserving 
backcountry terrain and providing affordable public 
access to what are, after all, mostly public lands.

Your comments must be received by early May!
Then, later, support Carl Fisher in the final 

negotiations leading up to the crucial vote on the 
Blueprint in June. Send your encouragement  to Carl@
saveourcanyons.org. – GAVIN NOYES

DEADLINE EXTENSION

For

PUBLIC COMMENT

On

MOUNTAIN ACCORD

Mountain Accord has extended the 

period for public comment.

Find out about it at 

www.mountainaccord.com 

or at 

www.saveourcanyons.org.

Alternatively call Save Our Canyons at 

801- 363 – SAVE.   (801-363-7283)
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Mountain 

Accord
 

The “Most Critical Decisions” are Looming 

for the Wasatch Canyons

 

Mountain Accord & the Wasatch Mountains

Where we were, where it is and where it is going
By Carl Fisher, Executive Director

To fully understand and appreciate the Mountain 

Accord process, you have to understand and 
appreciate the history of conflict that brought us 
to this place in time, what in essence convened the 
Mountain Accord. Too much time and energy has 
recently been spent worrying about a train versus 
a bus, and the dialog has enclouded our vision for 
this important resource. So for a moment, I’d ask 
you to cast aside your disdain for UTA and modes 
of public transit and let me impart my view of the 
landscape in which we are operating.
     A short three years ago, the Wasatch Mountains 
were a very different place. Their fate hinged on 
the rulings of planning commissions, on forest 
plan amendments or decisions from our local 
Forest Supervisor, on the defense of our watershed 
managers, and on the outcry of citizens. 

As many of us know, the lands inside the Central 
Wasatch Mountains reside in several different 
political jurisdictions. If you look solely at the 
mountainous region - I count at least a dozen. 
There are a dozen different planning commissions 
and government agencies all with different visions 
for a place that is fifteen miles wide and fifty miles 
long. 

Over the years we’ve worked with them one by 
one, sometimes but not always collaboratively, to 
have a conservation vision emerge. When cutting 
up a pie, at some point you cut so many pieces 
that it all just falls apart. This is how the political 
jurisdictions of the Wasatch have affected our 
environment – it’s on the brink of collapse, and 
development pressures threaten the last wild 
bastions of the Central Wasatch.

What the Mountain Accord has attempted to do 
is to bring all these jurisdictions (and a few more) 

to the table simultaneously to work toward finding 
resolution. So after engaging over 100 organizations 
and a number of interested people from the 
public, Mountain Accord has unveiled a number 
of visions. Those visions are expressed by the four 
Interest Groups of Mountain Accord: Environment, 
Economy, Recreation and Transportation. Each 
of those groups had areas of strong concurrence 
and areas of strong disagreement. The job of the 
Mountain Accord Executive Board has been to put 
together what they see as a posible path through 
all of this. That is what brings us to the Proposed 

Blueprint to Preserve the Central Wasatch.

The “Blueprint” is less of an actual blueprint 
and more like a menu of options. As when you 
look at any menu, there are certainly going to be 
items that you like and others that will leave a 
bad taste in your mouth.  But it’s important to see 
them all as items that warrant additional study. It 
is also important to note that the items presented 
are not final, and we’re relying on your feedback 
to shape the final outcome. It is not set in stone, 
it is malleable and awaiting your voice. Make it 
heard!

Public comment will be accepted at www.

mountainaccord.com until March 16, 2015.  The 
executive board will meet to evaluate the public 
comment and take the process to the next level on 
April 9.

So what’s positive and what’s negative in the 
Proposed Blueprint? 

To answer this I’ll put it in terms Good, Bad, and 

Ugly, categories that are familiar to the readers of 
the SOC Newsletter. Please note that I have added 
several new categories including Exceptional, 

Awesome, and Redundant. q
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Mountain Accord Blueprint

Carl Fisher’s comments on the proposed blueprint

Environment Actions
Exceptional - Mountain Accord is proposing to 
add Federal protections to the public domains of 
the Central Wasatch Mountains! 

Good - Mountain Accord is proposing to 
strengthen watershed protections in the Wasatch.

Good - Mountain Accord will work to find 
funding to help local jurisdictions, the USFS, and 
land trusts acquire property from willing sellers 
and place those areas in conservation.

Huge – Mountain Accord will mplement an 
environmental monitoring and reporting 
program to help understand our impact on the 
Wasatch Mountains and dentify key criteria to 
help improve environmental and watershed 
health and protect wildlife habitat.

Cautiously optimistic – Mountain Accord 
proposes transportation alternatives that help 
improve environmental conditions. We need 
more info to completely understand this, which 
is the purpose of Phase 2.

Recreation Actions
Long overdue – Mountain Accord will 
insititute a well funded trails stewardship and 
maintenance program that will make sure that 
our trails are promoting a healthy environment 
and a variety of uses, degrading neither the 
environment nor the experience.

Good, but – Mountain Accord will protect 
outstanding recreational opportunities that 
currently exist on private land owned currently 
by ski areas, but transferring them into public 
hands. (But see Cottonwood Negotiation 
Outcomes for some information about 
incomplete negotiations).

Great – Mountain Accord will explore a user 
fee to help establish a funding mechanism to 
improve and maintain the recreation experience 
in the Cottonwood Canyons

Good - The members of Mountain Accord’s 
Recreation System represent a variety of users 
and activities, all of which contribute to our 
unparalleled recreational opportunities.

Economy Actions
Exceptional – Mountain Accord will encourage 
development patterns that preserve community 
character and quality of life. This means focusing 
future development in urban areas, which add 
vibrancy to our local economy while keeping 
development outside the canyons.

Good, but concerning - With better connectivity 
comes the potential for increased economic gain.  
(Further detail is needed to understand what 
types of connectivity are supported by the public 
and least impactful to the environment, which is 
the purpose of Phase 2.)

Good – Mountain Accord will “Prioritize and 
fund opportunities to protect and enhance the 
environment.” With emphasis placed on the 
environment, preservation and increased tourist 
opportunities just 15 or so minutes from the 
canyons our year round economy can continue to 
grow. 

Bad – Mountain Accord has a tendency to see 
the natural environment as a “product” to be 
marketed for one use. We must first address the 
health of the ecosystem and the capacity of the 
region before opening the gates in the name of 
selling a “unique urban-mountain brand.”

Redundant - The Wasatch Mountains are not 
in Europe, nor are they areas of Colorado or 
California. We are already “unique to the world” 
and our economy can only remain healthy if the 
Mountain Accord implements decisions that 
protect the diverse landscape and uses. Let’s 
continue to protect what make the Wasatch 
unique and stop pretending we are something 
we are not.

Transportation Actions
Good and Long overdue - With the increase 
in visitation, high pollution levels, parking 
congestion and impacts to the watershed from 
single occupancy vehicles, mass transit for the 
Cottonwood Canyons is well overdue. 

Great - By furthering the discussion on bus rapid 
transit, rail, limiting single occupancy vehicles in 
the canyons, and increased capacity for park and 
ride lots outside the canyons Mountain Accord 
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can decrease the need and viability for over-the-
snow between-resort connections such as One 

Wasatch. 

Good - According to UDOT, “U-210 (Little 
Cottonwood) has the highest highway 
avalanche hazard index of any major road in the 
U. S.”  Mountain Accord’s public transit options 
may mitigate risk to wintertime visitors from 
avalanches.

Cautiously optimistic - With all the focus on 
a train and tunnel outcome it is important to 
remember that those are just two of the options 
being considered for study through Phase II of 
the Mountain Accord. 

Ugly - Any transit option that impacts our 
watershed and environment, flora and fauna, 
access and quality of life before being vetted 
by the public and studied subjected to an 
Environmental Impact Study under the NEPA 
process would be irresponsible. 

Worrisome - Mountain Accord in phase 2 should 
look at getting people to the canyons not through 
the canyons. It’s a simple change of a preposition, 
but missing opportunities to streamline transit in 
the Salt Lake Valley is ignoring the root cause of 
our mobility issues in the region.

Cottonwood Negotiation Outcomes
Bad - Snowbird is negotiating a land exchange 
with the USFS for areas in Utah County. These 
lands would surely be developed by Snowbird as 
they edge toward securing a second base in Utah 
County.

Awesome - As part of that same land exchange 
(Snowbird and USFS), parts of Mt. Superior and 
Flagstaff Mountain, plus in-holdings in White 
Pine and Days Fork would all be permanently 
protected from future roller coasters, condo 
developments or ski areas expansion.

Concerning - Solitude’s portion of the land 
exchange includes a realignment of the 
Honeycomb return lift, allowing it to pick up 
skiers descending Silver Fork. No lift would be 
built in Silver Fork, but it remains to be seen how 
backcountry skiing would be impacted in upper 
Silver Fork.

Fantastic - Strategic portions of Guardsman 
pass area would come into public ownership 
preventing future development pressures from 
both ski areas and condo builders.

Bottom line – The future of Grizzly Gulch is still 
under negotiation.  Protection of this area from 
ski-area expansion and development is essential 
to the success of Mountain Accord. q

Grizzly Gulch

Photo by Alexis Kelner

and Larry Swanson
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The Proposed Central Wasatch Blueprint in Maps

BY ACCESSING www.mountainaccord.com  you can 
view these maps and many others in a readable 
form – and in full color. Topics include Proposed 
Transportation Alternatives, Land and Open 
Space Protection, Recreation Trail Networks, 
Transit Connections, and Economic and Recre-

ation Centers in the foothills and canyons. 
We hope that these maps and other informa-

tion on the Mountain Accord website (as well 
as that of Save Our Canyons) will enable you to 
offer recommendations that will help guide the 
future deliberations of the executive board. 

Transportation 
Alternatives
map
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Don’t Put Utah County Foothill at Risk

(Op Ed Commentary in the Salt Lake Tribune by Alpine Mayor Don Watkins, January 10, 1015)

TWO WEEKS ago the Utah County Commission made 
a decision against their staff’s recommendation to 
approve a zoning change in northern Utah County. 
This change would allow development on what has 
historically been protected land. Prior to this break 
with precedent, the area had been preserved in order 
to protect and conserve the water supply, vegetation, 
soils, wildlife and other natural resources within the 
watershed.

We Decide is an effort to let the people of Utah 
County decide what happens to our mountains. We do 
not believe that most of Utah County’s citizens want 
more houses built near recent mudslides and wildland 
fires. Millions of dollars in damage and repairs from 
recent fires and floods came at taxpayer expense.

We propose putting this issue into the hands of the 
people by voting on it in the next elections. In order to 
get this issue on the ballot, we need to gather 20,000 
signatures by Jan. 30 from registered voters in Utah 
County. We are making history in this effort. Once 
completed, it will be the first ever successful Utah 
County referendum.

For 20 years I have fought hard to maintain this 
protected area. The land provides a buffer zone that 
keeps residences away from potential hazards like 

landslides and fires, and allows for wildlife like deer 
to avoid denser neighborhoods and streets. We have 
seen the damage that landslides can cause in North 
Salt Lake and the Cedar Hills area.

It is my firm belief that further development in this 
area is irresponsible and completely disregards the 
wishes of Utah County citizens. Changing the zone 
would also create a future precedent for building 
even higher up the mountainside across Utah County. 
This sudden decision to allow for development in 
a historically protected area is a departure from 
responsible planning and does not represent what the 
people of Utah County want.

We Decide will circulate petitions to all areas in Utah 
County. We encourage you to exercise your right to 
vote by signing when they come your way.

For those who would like to sign the petition 
immediately, volunteer or find more information, 
please contact us on our Facebook page: We Decide 

Utah.

[EDITORIAL NOTE:  The petition drive failed, but its 
organizers believe that the energy of “We Decide Utah” 
will find future outlets.]

State of the Rockies 2015

By John Worlock
From Wasatch Environmental Update, Feb. 15, 2015. 

Broadcast each Sunday at 2:00 pm  on KRCL 90.9 fm

IT’S THE SEASON to be grateful to Colorado College for 
its yearly report, which is entitled State of the Rockies.  
Colorado College is an estimable small liberal arts 
college located in Colorado Springs.  Each year they 
publish a bipartisan report on the attitudes of the 
residents of the so-called Rocky Mountain States, on 
a variety of environmental questions.  Voting citizens 
of Utah, Colorado, Wyoming, Montana, New Mexico 
and Arizona have been asked about their wishes about 
a variety of issues, ranging from energy development 
and livestock grazing to off-highway vehicle use.
   We’ve spent a rewarding afternoon studying the 
questions asked and the responses from the various 
states, which are not at all uniform throughout.  You 
can have your own rewarding afternoon.  Go to 
coloradocollege.edu/state of the Rockies and look for the 
2015 Conservation Poll.  There you will find everything 
you need to know about the poll.  It isn’t, of course, a 
report about the actual state of the rocky mountains, 
but about the attitudes of the residents of the six states.

Here are some of the findings, as summarized in a 
recent press release:

• 96 percent of respondents say an important 
priority for public lands management is 
protecting public lands for future generations.

• 96 percent of respondents also favor ensuring 
access on public lands for recreational activities.

• 95 percent of respondents report visiting 
national public lands at least once in the last 
year.

• 80 percent of respondents support presidents’ 
continuing to protect existing public lands and 
monuments.

 
  • A mere 17 percent of respondents support 

selling off public lands to reduce the deficit.  

All of this is heartening to those of us in the 
conservation/environmental movement who are 
working to protect our public lands.  
   But it is not all good news.  There is a clear gap 
between the views of the voters and those they choose 
to represent them in Congress.  Note this well:  nearly 
half of Rocky Mountain voters don’t know much 
about their Congressional Members’ views on these 
important issues.  
     Let’s work to illuminate them and ask them to join 
the one-fourth of the population who KNOW they are 
misrepresented, and then DO something about it. q
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GOOD: Seventh Graders 

at the local charter school 

called Center for Science 

Education have been 

studying the behavior of 

pikas in our local canyons.

Pika: by Johanna Varner.

Study group: by 

Diane Crim.

GOOD:    Seventh Graders at the local charter school 
called Center for Science Education have been studying 
the behavior of Pikas, the diminutive furry beings 
who live in the talus slopes high in the Wasatch and 
the Uintas.  Led by their teacher Niki Hack and U of 
U Biology graduate student Johanna Varner, they bus 
to the mountains, then climb to the habitat to study 
and document the response of our local Pikas to the 
challenges presented by changes in their habitat.     

GOOD – for now:  UDOT’s study of the feasibility of 
opening Utah roads that are currently closed during 
the winter concluded that all the roads should remain 
closed.  But they hedged a bit about Guardsman Pass, 
suggesting there was commercial value in using it to 
connect the ski resorts in Big Cottonwood Canyon 
with the Park City area.  Do we smell, maybe, the real 
reason for considering the opening of Guardsman 
Pass – increasing the development potential of 
the land owned by Uber-Developer Talisker at 
Bonanza Flat, by providing year-round access?

BAD:  The Utah County Commission decided, 
against the recommendation of their staff, to approve 
a zoning change adjacent to Alpine, opening an area 
of Wasatch foothills land for residential development.  

The proponents of the zoning change (the developers) 
made the usual arguments about private-property 
rights, whereas the opponents pointed out that 
the developers knew what the zoning was when 
they bought the property – but were apparently 
counting on being able to get the zoning changed to 
vastly increase the value of the land.  And of course, 
they’re now suggesting that Alpine could buy the 
land from them – no doubt at the re-zoned value.

GOOD:  The shenanigans described above have 
spawned a grass-roots conservation movement 
in Utah County called We Decide, and has shone 
a little daylight onto the buddy system between 
politicians and developers that seems omnipresent 
across Utah.  The mayor of Alpine, Don Watkins, 
wrote a cogent Op Ed to the Salt Lake Tribune (see 
p. 7), calling for the citizens of Utah County to have 
a voice in the process.  Seems as though an idea like 
that – representative government – could catch on.

GOOD:  Another  grass roots movement to preserve 
open space:  citizens in Herriman, having found 
significant local support for preserving open space 
adjacent to the city, are working to harness that sentiment 
to allow the city to purchase the land and maintain its 

The Good, Bad, Ugly –– and Inevitably Ugly
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undeveloped nature – before the bulldozers start to 
work.  This is different than the Alpine situation in that 
no-one is asking the county to enrich them through a 
sweetheart re-zoning deal.  We wish them success!

UGLY:  Snowbird continues with construction of 
its conference center atop Hidden Peak, and the 
commercialization, commoditization, subjugation, 
cheapening – call it what you will – of our 
Wasatch Mountains takes a giant leap forward.       

BAD and UGLY:  last December a hunter shot a wolf 
in southern Utah, having mistaken it for a coyote.  As 
pointed out in wildlife biologist Robert Schmidt’s 
recent Op Ed in the Salt Lake Tribune, this ‘accident’ 
was inevitable, given the lack of target identification 
training required to register for the state’s coyote 
bounty program.  We took the ‘training course’ – turns 
out it’s 10 multiple-choice or true/false questions, 
mostly about how to get paid for killing coyotes, with a 
couple thrown in on the Division of Wildlife Resource’s 
suggestions regarding when and where to kill coyotes 
(though the DWR will pay you for any coyote you 
kill, provided you bring in the right body parts and 
information).  Now that we have seen that wolves will 
be shot along with coyotes, it seems past time for the 
DWR to provide and require training in differentiating 
coyotes from wolves – and for full penalties to be 
applied to hunters who kill wolves.  Though the point 
of this Bad and Ugly item is protection for wolves that 
might at least transit our mountains, we can’t help but 
be troubled by the following statement on the DWR 
website:  “It will be impossible to remove all coyotes from 

Utah, even with a large effort by the public.”  Is this the goal?

UGLY:  the new gorilla in town, Vail Resorts, announced 
proposed construction of a gondola connecting The 
Canyons and Park City Mountain Resort, climbing over 
Pine Cone Ridge, with a mid-station at the top of the 
ridge.  More highly visible ridgeline development…

Inevitably UGLY?  Cherry Peak Resort, under 
construction near Richmond in Cache County, has 

announced that its opening will be delayed to the 
2015/2016 season… but with a base elevation of 
5775 feet and a summit elevation of 7050 feet – 1500 
feet below the base elevations of most Cottonwood 
Canyon resorts – it’s hard to imagine how the resort 
will survive, particularly given the predicted impact 
of global warming on Utah’s future snowpack.  The 
resort was granted a conditional use permit to operate 
after defeating legal challenges from local residents, 
who cited concerns about wildlife, traffic, hunting, 
and water supply.  We fear that the low elevation 
and relatively remote location will doom Cherry 
Peak Resort’s lifts to a future as an unused eyesore. 

 BAD:  We’d like to think it would be ‘Good’, having 
one of Utah’s own congressmen as Chairman of the 
Natural Resources Committee of the US House of 
Representatives… but then we look back at Rob 
Bishop’s record of consistently choosing development 
over conservation, and the ‘Bad’ column gets another 
checkmark.  Mr. Bishop’s comments on assuming the 
chairmanship included this; “As Chairman I will work to 
ensure that our unique and abundant federal resources 
are properly managed and that a fair balance is reached 
between conservation and multiple use.”  We all know 
by now that the euphemism ‘multiple use’ means 
extraction, motorized ‘recreation’, and development.  
And by the way, Mr. Bishop, among those ‘unique 
resources’ are scenic beauty, solitude, peace and quiet.q

                                                         

Snowbird resort’s summit
conference and recreation 

center under construction. 
It is scheduled to open for 

the winter of 2015/2016.
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Central Wasatch Visitor Survey 
Measuring and understanding use and visitation in the Central Wasatch

By Berlin Jespersen,  Volunteer Coordinator for the Central Wasatch Visitor Survey

“Do you have any additional comments or 
suggestions about the way the forest is currently 

being managed?” This is the last (optional) question 
on the Central Wasatch Visitor Study. Since the survey 
began, a majority of visitors repeatedly commented, 
“No more development!” or a similar opinion to that 
affect. Now that it is winter I have begun conducting 
the survey orally as visitors take off their snow gear, 
when I get to that last question I listen to all of you tell 
me how you have been coming here for years, about 
how you wish to see the Wasatch preserved and that 
you are against increased development and projects 
like One Wasatch. At this stage in the CWVS those 
sentiments are supported by the survey’s findings.
     The Fall Quarterly Report was just released this past 
month. Here are some of the important results of the 
636 survey’s completed at 44 survey locations in the 
Central Wasatch Mountains. 

• When asked “why they visit public lands” 
CWVS respondents ranked “observe scenic 
beauty,” “enjoy the sights and smells of nature,” 
“experience peace and tranquility,” and 

“improve physical health” as the most important 
motivating factors for recreating in the Central 
Wasatch.

• When asking respondents of the CWVS if 
they are recreating in a protected watershed, 
72% correctly answered YES.

• When asked “do you know if this National 
Forest has Congressionally designated 
Wilderness Areas” 63% of respondents said YES

• Hiking, primitive camping (backpacking 
in unroaded areas) and backcountry skiing are 
the top 3, of many, activities respondents report 
participating in on the Wasatch Wilderness.

• A high number of respondents supported 
increased opportunities for public transportation 
to access recreation sites and a great majority 
support expansion of Park and Ride 
transportation system to have more pick ups 
outside the canyons. 

Jill Van Langeveld interviewed 
by Tyler Higginson at Lake Mary 
Trailhead.

Volunteer Alex Veilleux 
interviewing two women and a dog 

at Mid Mountain/Rob’s Trailhead 
in Park City.
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• Over 60% of respondents reported getting 
at least 80% of their exercise from outdoor year 
round recreation. With the number one response 
as to why being “outdoor recreation helped them 
feel more patient with themselves and others.”

These findings clearly demonstrate that users of the 
Central Wasatch Mountains value access, protections 
and the diverse opportunities afforded on these 
public lands. Having Wilderness-designated lands 
and a protected watershed is important to them, 
their families and their quality of life. The majority 
of respondents to the “E-Survey” component of the 
CWVS strongly agreed with the statement “access to 
recreational opportunities is an important reason why 
I live here.” Agreeing strongly, as well to “I would 
think more often about moving if there were fewer 
outdoor recreation opportunities nearby.” Outdoor 
activities such as hiking, resort skiing/snowboarding, 
trail running, backcountry skiing, mountain biking 
and rock climbing provide valuable opportunities for 
healthy exercise. Preserving this unique landscape for 
all the numerous activities that make up this dynamic 
community along the Wasatch Range is vital.  

Another topic that should be mentioned is that 
surveying at the Brighton, Alta, Snowbird and Solitude 
ski resorts began in the beginning of December and 
will continue for the rest of the survey. The purpose of 

this addition is to assess the differences between resort 
and backcountry users during the winter and spring 
months.

 All of this could simply not be done with out our 
remarkable volunteers and partners at the Forest 
Service and Salt Lake City. We want to publicly thank 
you for fueling this project to account for our friends 
recreating in the Central Wasatch. We encourage others 
reading this to thank the volunteers who may survey 
you while you are up one of the canyons. Thank them 
for capturing the voices and experiences of locals and 
visitors alike who depend on the Central Wasatch for 
clean water, recreation and an unforgettable day of 
beauty. This collected data will help influence decision 
makers on management of the forest and it is important 
to have tangible evidence of the citizens’ opinions. 

   The more surveys completed and data we have the 
better it will be able to demonstrate that backcountry 
areas are being used in large numbers, and comments 
show the people do not want to see more development 
inside the canyons. To reach our goal of 1,000 unique 
surveys during winter and spring quarters, we 
need about 50 new volunteers. Please visit our page 
saveourcanyons.org/campaigns/rec-survey to learn 
more about this project. Sign up with a friend or 
family member and join SOC for a rewarding day of 
volunteerism in the Wasatch. q

Berlin Jespersen

Keith “Monty” Montague, one of the first, if not the first, major 
contributors to Save Our Canyons passed away on January 2.
Keith was a co-owner of one of the best known graphic design 
businesses in Utah and neighboring states.
When local media reported our founding of SOC Monty called 
to offer us his services.  His exceptionally well designed bro-
chures, posters, and other publications helped our organiza-
tion raise start-up and continued funding. His enthusiasm for 
preservation of the Wasatch canyons continued throughout
his life. – Alexis Kelner

Keith Edgar Montague, (1921-2015)
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Book Review

Secrets 
of the Greatest Snow
on Earth
By Dr. Jim Steenburgh

Reviewed by Gayle Parry, 
Directrice Emerita

Warm, warming and warmer:  a gradual 
warming trend is the climate scenario for 
the twenty-first century in the Wasatch 

Mountains.  Dr. Jim Steenburgh, a faculty member at 
the University of Utah, recently published the book, 
Secrets of the Greatest Snow on Earth.  I was drawn to 
Dr. Steenburgh’s book because I was attracted to the 
subject of climate change and how it would change 
our mountain environment.  I found what I wanted 
to know and much, much more.

Secrets of the Greatest Snow on Earth is a book that 
will answer just about every question you have 
ever had about mountain weather and climate and 
is written in a pleasing and understandable style.  
Colored diagrams and pictures help the reader to 
comprehend the concepts and ideas expressed in the 
book.  

Jim Steenburgh is an alpine and backcountry 
skier who has a PhD in atmospheric sciences from 
the University of Washington with a specialty in 
mountain meteorology.  He writes, ”I’ve written this 
book to set the record straight:  to dig into Wasatch 
weather lore, expose the myths, explain the reality, 
and tell people the real reasons why Utah’s powder 
skiing and snowboarding are so incredible.”

Within the book’s 169 pages you will learn the 
science behind our Wasatch weather and snow.  The 
author writes about Wasatch microclimates and how 
the snow in the Cottonwood Canyons compares 
to the snow in ski resorts in other parts of the state 
and   in other states, as well as comparisons between 
our snow and that of other countries.  You will learn 
about the Great Salt Lake Effect, the differences in 
snowflakes, mother nature’s five-step plan for a 
snowstorm, avalanche control, and the prediction of 
storms.  He even shows you a do-it-yourself plan for 
making your own predictions.   The section on global 
warming answers many questions. There is a huge 
amount of interesting information packed into its 
pages.

Global Warming:  The author makes these 
statements:

“Global warming is real. The climate of the 
Wasatch Mountains today is warmer today than 
it was when they were mining silver at Alta in 
the late nineteenth century.  It is warmer than it 
was when lift-served skiing first came to Utah 
in the middle of the twentieth century.  And it 
is warmer than it was in 1971 when Snowbird 
first opened the Tram.” 

Global trends, regional trends, and western 
U.S. snow trends are discussed.  The global climate 
temperature today expresses ups and downs in a 
climate that is much warmer than that observed for 
most of the twentieth century.  Steenburgh says nine 
of the ten warmest years on record as of 2012 have 
occurred since 2002 with 1998 being the warmest 
on record.  I noticed that  NOAA (National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration) predicted on 
November 27, 2014 that 2014 would become the latest 
hottest year on record. 

 Dr. Steenburgh writes that warming trends are not 
uniform across the globe, but Utah is warming faster 
than the global average.  Western U.S. snow trends 
over the last few decades vary with elevation.  Below 
8,000 ft. the snowpack has declined and a little more 
precipitation falls as rain, but the snowpack above 
that altitude is rarely above freezing so there is no 
reliable trend influencing the snowpack.

There are multiple examples to support global 
warming that are discussed.  Ninety-seven percent 
of publishing climate scientists conclude that the 
warming in recent decades is caused by human 
activity, especially the build up of greenhouse gases.  

Climate modeling makes projections for the 
twenty-first century.  Climate models predict weather 
conditions over a period of many years.  Our future 
climate is predicted by estimates of future greenhouse 
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gas concentrations called scenarios.  Read about some 
scenarios for the Wasatch Mountains using different 
temperatures of warming.  

Steenburgh tells us about the impacts of warming on 
our Wasatch Mountain snow, changes that are coming 
to storms and storm tracks, and snowpack trends. He 
tells us why it is difficult to predict what effect these 
trends will have on our mountains because climate 
models are not able to resolve the effects of the Wasatch 
Mountains and the Great Salt Lake.  Predictions are 
made more difficult as we are also in close proximity 
to the transition zone between wet and dry regimes. 
Will these changes hurt or help us?  What we do know 
is that more precipitation will fall as rain.  The models 
do see an increase in precipitation of 15%.    

The section on dirty snow describes what a big effect 
dirty snow has on our snowpack with some suggestions 

on how reducing it could mitigate the effects of global 
warming.

After reading this book, I would like to suggest to 
all of you who are tempted to invest in a ski resort, 
invest in one above 8000 feet.

Secrets of the Greatest Snow on Earth is a good read 
and does an outstanding job at describing the how and 
why of the Wasatch Mountains’ weather and climate.  
You can find this book in Salt Lake City at The King’s 
English and Weller Book Works.   In Park City, it can be 
found at Dolly’s Bookstore; or find it online at Amazon 
or Barnes and Noble. q

JIM STEENBURGH, author of SECRETS OF THE GREATEST SNOW ON EARTH, is professor of atmospheric science at the 
University of Utah.  An avid backcountry and resort skier and creator of the popular blog Wasatch Weather 

Weenies,  he is a leading authority on mountain weather and snowstorms and led the award winning numerical 
weather prediction team for the 2002 Olympic Winter Games.  His research on snow, winter storms, and forecasting 

has been featured by the Weather Channel, New York Times, USA Today and the Salt Lake Tribune. At left, the 
author at play, at right the author at work.

Louise Hollander (1927–2015)

Louise Elizabeth Pulley Hollander passed away January 21, 2015 
at home in Holladay, Utah. The obituary in the Salt Lake Tribune 

described Louise as  a “forever student, the sergeant at arms, a 
perpetual knitter of hats mittens and scarves for vets and the under-
privileged, a genealogist, ski instructor, teacher about birds, rocks, 
flowers, and trees as well as the neighborhood grouch, activist, and 
friend.” She is survived by her husband, Milton Hollander, two 
children, two grandchildren, five great grandchildren, and extended 
family. 

The Memorial Service for Louise Hollander will be held
Saturday, April 11  at 11 a.m. 
St. Stevens Episcopal Church in West Valley City 
4615 South 3200 West.
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“We simply need that wild country available to us, even if we 
never do more than drive to its edge and look in..  For it can be a 
means of reassuring ourselves of our sanity as creatures, a part 
of the geography of hope.” –– WALLACE STEGNER, from The Wilderness 

Letter  (December, 1960)

What Are We Saving?

By Gayle Parry,  Directrice Emerita

Many years ago I heard of an organization called 
Save Our Canyons.  I knew very little about it but 

wanted to help them with their mission of saving some 
of the places that had given my family and me so much 
joy over the years.  At this time the ski resorts were 
writing their Master Development Plans for Forest 
Service approval.  These plans were an early attempt at 
canyon planning suggested by Save Our Canyons.  As 
part of the NEPA (National Environmental Policy Act) 
process, citizens were asked to write their opinions 
and suggestions as part of an Environmental Impact 
Statement about the various scenarios put forward by 
the ski resorts.  I was told that in writing my opinions, 
I should not mention beauty, peace, or the spiritual 
feelings encountered in our wilderness because they 
weren’t practical and would not be considered  by the 
Forest Service in making their decisions.  I couldn’t 
write about it in the EIS context, but I can now even 
though we all know this story.  It is the story we all 
want to tell but many have trouble expressing.

Have you ever started a hike in the Wasatch, the 
smell of pine needles wafting your way on a gentle 
breeze as you slowly made your way up the trail.  
How different this was from the congested city with 
its heavy traffic and smog.  Exquisite flowers in every 
hue surrounded the trail: the only sounds came from 
the buzzing of some bees and angry chipmunks letting 
their friends know that there is an intruder in their 
midst.  The sky was robins-egg blue with a few fluffy 
white clouds.  You could see boot prints that others 
had made in the dry dust, but it seemed that you were 
the only person on the planet.

Maybe this special day you were down and 
depressed, wanting some exercise to work out the 
kinks and maybe to indulge in a little self-pity.  Hot 
and sweaty you stopped in a grove of trees for lunch 
and to mull over your problems.  Did you notice the 
fir trees with their branches intertwined as if holding 
hands.  Somehow, they were on your side.  Then a deer 
with big brown eyes appeared at the edge of the trees.  
You found comfort there.   

Is it so bad to want a place of solitude and peace, 
a place where you can give it your all in winter by 
climbing a steep slope and making telemark turns 
through powder that is up to your waist?  

Many of us wonder why greed has to overpower 
something so special.  Not many people have the 
opportunities we do in this valley to have the types 
of experiences described.  And we only need go a few 
miles to find them.  Save Our Canyons wants to save 
the precious water that comes from these canyons, not 
displace the animals, and the flora, but we also want 
to save all the personal experiences that you need 
for your health and well-being in our very special 
mountain places.  

Thank you for all you do and please continue to 
help us save our canyons every possible way you can. 

The Pfeifferhorn, Lone Peak Wilderness.  
Congressional designation of  several Wasatch 

wilderness areas such as Lone Peak required strong 
support of local governments, local residents, and 

dedicated spokespersons from several environmental 
and civic organizations, SOC among them.
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Worth preserving for future generations?
Early 1960s ski tourers pause to view the untracked slopes of upper Albion Basin. Prior 
to the erection of several ski lifts the descent down the unskied Albion was a popular 
means of ending a day of skiing.  Today portions of this spectacular basin are under 

constant threat of development.
Photos by Alexis Kelner.
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Commercial alpine ski areas included 
in the Mountain Accord  process.

The Mountain Accord is a public-

private partnership established

to make critical decisions and 

implement solutions to preserve 

the Central Wasatch and ensure 

its long term vitality. 

Save Our Canyons has been engaged 

throughout this process. 

Mountain Accord has a proposed 

blueprint that is discussed 

extensively in this newsletter. 

They are soliciting public–YOUR–

feed-back on this document from now 

until May. 

This blueprint can be viewed at 

www.mountainaccord.com
Remember, no final decisions

have been made.  

Save Our Canyons 

does not support any outcome 

which would degrade 

the environment and fail to protect

and preserve the Wasatch mountains.

The Mountain Accord Needs YOUR Input


