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September, 2014 marked the 50th anniversary 
of the Wilderness Act of 1964, something to 

certainly be celebrated! The act has played a critical 
role in shaping western land management and 
has broadened the idea of nature in the human 
mind. The impact of the Wilderness Act since its 
implementation has been vast, and we here in 
northern Utah are especially fortunate to have 
benefitted from the positive contributions this 
policy has made to our local communities.  We are 
indebted to the foresight of early conservationists, 
like Alexis Kelner, Cal Giddings, Gale Dick, Wayne 
Owens, Jim Catlin, Dick Carter and many others. 
These visionaries elevated the protected status of 
places such as Lone Peak, Twin Peaks, Mt. Olympus, 
Mt. Timpanogos, and the High Uintas. Today, these 
Wilderness Areas are physical monuments actively 
safeguarding our home state from the loss of 
native wildlife species and from being overrun by 
extractive industries, suburban development, and 
commercial recreation.  
    Save Our Canyons is celebrating the legacy of the 
Wilderness Act by highlighting the need to expand 
the wilderness areas in our backyard. The “Wasatch 
Wilderness and Watershed Protection Act” is a 
proposed expansion of local Wilderness that has 
been sponsored by Representatives Matheson and 
Cook and championed by Salt Lake City since 1998. 
It is designed to add areas that were partitioned out 
of previous bills for the benefit of Snowbird and 
Wasatch Powder Bird Guides:  areas such as White 
Pine Canyon, Gobbler’s Knob, Cardiff Fork, and 
Days Forks. In addition, it proposes one new unit of 
wilderness for the Grandeur Peak/ Mt. Aire region 
of Millcreek Canyon. Despite broad political and 
community support, this bill has never been held 
to a vote on the House floor due to long-standing 
opposition from Utah Representative Rob Bishop.  
It is long past time for this bill to give us the added 
protection we need for the central Wasatch.
    The four Wilderness Areas bordering Salt Lake and 
Utah Counties provide tremendous contributions to 
the quality of life that local residents often take for 
granted. Wilderness provides free environmental 
services such as water storage and purification 
for thousands of valley residents by keeping our 

snowpack and waterways free from environmental 
degradation.  Other less fortunate communities must 
instead fiercely patrol industrial and residential 
polluters, restrict all forms of human recreation, 
and must spend millions of dollars on filtration 
and decontamination of water sources to make 
them fit for human consumption. In Salt Lake, our 
water arrives at the treatment plant in a relatively 
pure state thanks in no small part to our pristine 
wilderness areas. These protected areas provide a 
multitude of other benefits too. For example, wildlife 
habitat is kept intact; primitive forms of recreation 
are at our doorstep; and we enjoy some protection 
from climate change impacts. Additionally, the local 
economy is improved through business relocation 
and mountain tourism, and our sense of community 
is strengthened through the shared appreciation of 
this commonly held public resource.  
    Interestingly, Lone Peak was the first wilderness 
area designated in Utah, and was the first to be 
located directly adjacent to a major U.S. city. This 
was a controversial proposition at the time because 
of the impact of urban “sights and sounds” and the 
fear that this unit would degrade the intent of the 
Wilderness Act by allowing future development 
permits to be allowed near established Wilderness 
Areas.  Proximity to the populated Salt Lake Valley, 
however, is the very thing that makes this and 
the other two wilderness areas such wonderful 
community assets. Along the Wasatch Front, the 
natural world is at our doorstep and we can quickly 
and easily escape the daily grind of urban life.  We 
are spoiled by the luxury of having immediate 
access to a completely different world that provides 
so many economical, social, and physical benefits 
to our community. 
    As you celebrate the past 50 years of Wilderness 
policy, be sure to pour yourself a tall glass of pure 
Wasatch tapwater, and count the many ways you 
love and enjoy Wasatch Wilderness areas. Fifty 
years is a young age for such an important act.  It 
is  a tool we will continue to rely on as we plan 
for the next fifty years of balancing community 
growth and quality of life in and around the central 
Wasatch. –– Gavin Noyes

Chairman’s Message 

The Wilderness Act 
Protection for Salt Lake City’s 
Greatest Asset
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Gale Dick
(June 12, 1926 – July 18, 2014)  

Three months ago, we at Save Our Canyons lost 
our patriarch, co-founder, friend and mentor. 

Others lost a father, a husband, a musician, an 
outdoor companion or an educator.  Gale Dick was 
so many things to so many people, that he touched 
thousands of lives throughout our community.
  Gale loved the mountains adjacent to our 
community and he helped organize Save Our 
Canyons to elevate the voices of others in the region 
about the importance of the Wasatch Mountains., 
He worked tirelessly to defend them. Not only did 
he love the mountains, but he also dearly loved the 
community they support: the people, the plants 
and animals, the history, the powder, the place.
   A few years back, Gale and I were huddled, 
working on our congressional testimony in 
support of the Wasatch Wilderness and Watershed 
Protection Act.  During a coffee break, I asked Gale, 
“You’ve travelled the world, you’ve experienced 
landscapes most people only see in magazines. 

What is the best place I should plan to visit 
someday?” Without hesitation, Gale replied, 
“The most amazing place I’ve ever been, the most 
stunning place in the world is the Lone Peak 
Cirque, without a doubt. It is truly a magnificent 
and wonderful place.” We tend to take these places 
for granted sometimes, because they are so close, 
but Gale knew how lucky we are to have a place 
like the Wasatch.
    In the coming weeks we will publish a Gale Dick 
Memorial Edition of this Newsletter.  The loss of 
Gale has left a gaping hole in our hearts and our 
lives, but he left behind Wilderness and wildness, 
a gift that will continue to shape our community 
for generations to come.
    For now, here is what we can do for Gale:  
u Go for a walk in the Wasatch, enjoy the 
wilderness. 
u Be informed about what is happening to it.
u Fight for the remaining Wilderness.
u Get the greater community to stand up for the 
Wasatch mountains and canyons. 

    Together, we can continue his legacy, but it will 
take nothing short of an army of passionate people 
to fill the shoes of the of this one man.
Thank you, Gale, for all you’ve done for us and 
for the precision, humility and grace with which 
you’ve done it.  We’ve all learned so much from 
you. –– Carl Fisher

Lone Peak cirque, Gale Dick’s “most stunning place in the world.”          Photo by Alexis Kelner.
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Three New Faces on the SOC’s Board of Trustees

Editor’s Note:  The recent death of SOC’s president Gale 
Dick and my health related resignation have left voids in 
SOC’s Board of Trustees. These have recently been filled 
with three very able and committed individuals: Tom Berg-
gren, Mike Reberg, and Jamie Pleune. Their brief biogra-
phies follow.
    While I no longer serve on the Board I will continue to 
act as the organization’s Perennial Editor/Publisher. John 
Worlock has accepted the role of Associate Editor Pro Tem.. 
Gayle Parry and Carl Fisher will also assist in various 
capacities with the newsletter. 

Tom Berggren

Mike Reberg     

Tom Berggren

I returned to Salt Lake thirty years ago, in part because 
my wife Lydia and I thought this would be a great 
place to raise our family and in part because of my love 
of the Wasatch Mountains.  I got involved with Gale 
and Alexis on a variety of Save Our Canyons projects 
in the 80’s and 90’s.  In those days there was a small 
Board and no staff or office.  But we had a number of 
successes along with the inevitable frustrating losses.

After fighting many battles in Salt Lake County, we 
finally figured out that the County needed a Master 
Plan for the Canyons and we worked hard on that 
effort and on the subsequent Salt Lake City Watershed 
Master Plan, and then the City’s new water sales 
policy.  I am not a litigator but in my legal practice I 
have undertaken a number of regulatory disputes 
which helped me with our numerous administrative 
appeals of Forest Service and County decisions.  My 
favorite effort was protecting Snake Creek Canyon.  
Over a dozen year period, we helped stop a ski resort 
going into the canyon, and then we worked with the 
Forest Service, Utah’s State Parks, Utah Open Lands, 
Wasatch County and a Midway resident to create a 
situation where those lands will remain undeveloped.

I grew up in Ogden and Salt Lake and then went 
to Harvard for college and law school.  While an 
undergraduate, I took a year off to work on Wayne 
Owens’ first congressional campaign in 1972.  During 
our 711 mile walk through the district, I got to know 
spectacular Southern Utah.  That year I also met and 
worked with Gale and Alexis and loved working 
with them.  After Wayne was elected, I served him in 
Washington as his Administrative Assistant.

After graduation from law school, I taught business 
law at Notre Dame’s London Law Centre while living 
in Oxford with my wife who was getting a second BA.  
Then I joined a San Francisco law firm, working two 
years there and two in their London office.  We came 
to Utah in 1983, where I have been a real estate and 

business lawyer, with a focus on redevelopment work 
for cities and affordable housing.  Artspace, SOC’s 
landlord, is one of my favorite clients and I really 
enjoy helping them with their innovative mixed use 
projects. I am Chair of the Real Estate Department at 
Jones Waldo.  Lydia has been the permanent law clerk 
for a Tenth Circuit Judge for 29 years.

We now have four children, the oldest of whom was 
just married.  He used to go to meetings at Gale’s house 
with me, and Gale and Ann were great at helping me 
keep him entertained, with wooden blocks and books.  
I love hiking, skiing, biking, photography and, recently, 
I took up fly fishing.  I appreciate the opportunity to 
come back to the Save Our Canyons board and I hope 
to be of service to a wonderful organization.

Mike Reberg

I am honored and excited to join the board of Save Our 
Canyons. Over the years I have had the great privilege 
to work with many past and present staff and board 
members on a wide variety of issue sconcerning the 
Wasatch, and look forward to my new role on the 
Board of Directors.
   I trace my personal interest and concern for the 
environment back to the early 1970s when as teenager 
I watched and read news stories about air and water 
pollution. I recall stories of DDT killing eagles and the 
near extinction of entire whale populations.  During 
those years Congress passed the Clean Water Act and the 
Endangered Species Act and I remember thinking that 
if I cared about the environment I needed to care about 
the people we elected.  Those events coupled with the 
discovery of Edward Abbey later into the 70s cemented 
my personal identity as an “environmentalist.”
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Three New Faces on the SOC’s Board of Trustees

Mike Reberg     

Jamie Pleune

    In 1987 after switching careers from journalism to 
politics, I actually began working on environmental 
topics. The first one was a Save Our Canyons issue.  I 
was an assistant to a Salt Lake County Commissioner 
and that year we launched the first Wasatch Canyons 
Master Plan process. That year I met for the first time 
members of Save Our Canyons, including a young 
Howie Garber, who took me on my first hike up White 
Pine, lobbying me the entire way up about the need to 
better protect the canyons.
    Ten years later as a candidate Salt Lake County 
Commissioner, I found myself siding with Save Our 
Canyons in its opposition to the large, expansive 
development Snowbird proposed at the top of Hidden 
Peak.  I remember speaking at a SOC press conference 
with Gail Dick, Gavin Noyes and others as we 
advocated for a smaller footprint.
    As Congressman Jim Matheson’s District Director 
from 2003 to 2013, I worked with Save Our Canyons 
to stop the Federal Aviation Administration from 
redirecting commercial airline flights over the Wasatch, 
and more recently to write Congressman Matheson’s 
Wasatch Wilderness and Watershed Protection Act.
Today my work life is focused on animal welfare as the 
Director of Animal Services for Salt Lake County; the 
largest no-kill government shelter in Utah.  
         
 
Jamie Pleune

I never understood the value of wilderness (small 
“w”) until I experienced its absence.  I grew up with 
wilderness in my backyard—at least that is how I 
experienced it.  Throughout my childhood, I always 
lived within a few blocks of public land, and I found 
both my freedom and my identity in those open 

spaces.  Beginning in my freshman year of high school, 
my relationship with the Wasatch developed as my 
pilgrimages to the mountains became more deliberate.  
Every day, I came home, put on my running shoes, and 
headed for the foothills of Mount Olympus.  There, just 
for a few hours a day, removed from the reproach of 
social cliques, I felt comfortable and happy.  Running 
along a dusty trail, I felt like I belonged.  The game 
trails, the scrub oak, and the rocky outcroppings that 
dominate the lower parts of Mount Olympus were my 
best friends for the first two years of high school.  
    When I went to boarding school on the east coast for 
two years, I ran through a settled, cultivated, water-
wealthy landscape.  I spent my afternoons lost in the 
mystery of wooded trails, mossy roots, and unexpected 
streams.  But when I returned to Utah for vacations, 
I would look at the dry hills covered with low lying 
scrub oak or sage brush and the big rocky outcroppings 
scraping the sky, and I would breathe a sigh of relief.  I 
had returned to my friends.  On my first run through 
the dry mountains, I always felt like my heart was 
going to explode.  It would expand and expand until I 
could barely stand it, and finally I would whoop and 
holler, and skip and jump, looking like a fool but not 
caring in the least because I was with my friends.  
    My return to the Wasatch has always felt like a 
homecoming, but I never felt its absence so poignantly 
as I did the first time I was truly isolated from any 
access to wild places.  I lived in Washington D.C. for 
two years.  It was the first time I understood what it 
meant to live in a place without access to roadless areas.  
In that crowded and cerebral place, every landscape 
was dominated by freeways, skyscrapers, and politics.  
Every natural place was dissected and bordered by 
roads and paved paths.  Walking or running for any 
meaningful length of time without being interrupted 
by concrete required careful route selection.  In 
that urbanized setting, I learned the dull pain that 
accompanies the irrevocable loss of wild places, and 
I finally understood the privilege of growing up with 
mountains as friends.  
    I am honored to have been asked to join the Board 
of Directors of Save Our Canyons.  It is a critical time 
for the Wasatch, with the challenges of climate change, 
expanding populations, and unyielding development 
pressures.  Though the Wasatch seem invincible, they 
are fragilely finite.  I hope that neither I, nor my 6-
month old nephew, ever associate the Wasatch with the 
deep despair of irrevocably losing a wild place.  The 
Wasatch needs its friends more than ever before, and I 
look forward to working with all the members of Save 
Our Canyons to fulfill that role. q
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The Public Cries Out Against
 “One Wasatch”

By The Public

Two thousand opinions have been received by 
Save Our Canyons in response to our web page 

article and petition about One Wasatch,  the ski-area-
interconnect proposal launched last spring by Ski Utah. 
The public has vigorously spoken out against this 
detrimental proposal that would link the seven Central 
Wasatch resorts: Alta, Brighton, Canyons, Deer Valley, 
Park City, Snowbird and Solitude.  The completed 
interconnect would link 18,000 acres, 100 ski lifts, and 
750 runs, on both sides of the ridge between Wasatch 
Front and Wasatch Back. Nathan Rafferty, the head of 
Ski Utah, representing Utah’s mechanized ski industry, 
has been working for many years to find a scheme for 
interconnecting the seven resorts into a European-style 
mega-resort.  His creation:  One Wasatch.

Some of the comments received by Save Our 
Canyons are short and to the point and others are long.   
However, all show a heart wrenching concern over the 
demise of the Central Wasatch as we now know it if this 
interconnect concept, One Wasatch, comes to fruition.  

Here are a few examples of the comments, which 
express some of the reasons we at Save Our Canyons 
oppose One Wasatch:

Skiing is only a small portion of the activities that I 
enjoy in the Wasatch.  I also hike, camp, snowshoe and 
study wildflowers, all while getting pleasure from the 
Wasatch’s quiet, solitude and magnificent beauty. A 
few ski industry owners should not be allowed to get 
richer by taking away all of these activities from me 
and my family.  J. Greer, CA 

Utah is beautiful and I love visiting to snowboard 
there.  If  One Wasatch happens I will not return.   It’s 
a very very VERY bad idea!  M. Roe, CA

I hold a season pass for Snowbird and spend winters 
at Snowbird.  I have seen the effects of overcrowding 
and development on the canyons and Salt Lake City 
having lived there full time in the early 80s.  I would 
change my winter location to Silverton Mountain if 
One Wasatch happens.  M. Mitchell, HI

We enjoy hiking on the Wasatch crest trail, and 
feel that One Wasatch would impact the views and 
overall experience. We are part-time residents of Park 
City, who have season passes for the ski areas.  Going 
from one area to another really does not increase the 
amount of skiing that can be done in a day - rather you 
are spending more time on lifts. We feel that this is a 
marketing gimmick.   J. Entwhistle, MA 

I am a resort and backcountry skier. I think the 
current footprint of Utah ski areas is adequate to 
serve the needs of Utah residents and a thriving resort 
industry, and I am opposed to the principle of One 
Wasatch. I’ve skied and recreated in the Alps, and I 
can tell you that lift served interconnects completely 
destroy the wilderness experience of a mountain range. 
I also believe that the wilderness experience in close 

proximity to Salt Lake is just as important to Utah’s 
growth as the ski industry. I am a tech worker and I 
moved here because of the skiing and the wilderness 
experience Salt Lake offers.  T. Stone, UT

I am a snowboarder who likes to visit many 
of the Utah resorts but I absolutely do not want an 
interconnect to happen. I love to hike and bike and 
camp in the Utah mountains as well and don’t want 
ski lifts as my backdrop during these activities.  
H. Bowden, UT

My daughter has a season pass at Alta and I ski 
regularly with her there.  The ski resorts already 
dominate the Wasatch. The buildings, roads, parking 
lots, lifts, and runs entailed by these resorts account 
for almost all the infrastructure and development in 
the canyons and already occupy a huge area with a 
significant direct and indirect adverse impact on 
recreation, water, wildlife, scenic values, soil and 
habitat.  Enough is enough.  We must preserve what 
is left.  J. Walker, UT

I ski at Solitude and I am against interconnecting 
the ski resorts.  We live in such a unique area where 
it really does feel like you can “get away” in the 
mountains.  We need to protect our water and our 
mountains from developers.  The expansion is about 
making money for a select few and not benifiting the 
residents who live in this great place.  C. Shelley UT

I am an instructor at one of the Wasatch resorts.  
This project (One Wasatch) is frivolous and considered 
excess.  Most Wasatch skiers prefer to ski at one resort 
at a time.  I am also a mountain biker and a trail 
runner.  I do not want to see our beautiful land ruined 
by construction.  H. Taylor, UT

I’m a season ticket holder at Brighton and I am 
firmly against the interconnect.  The Wasatch is a 
small mountain range that is used by a large number 
of people.  Construction that detracts from the 
natural beauty (e.g. chairlifts) will harm the Wasatch 
experience now and for generations that follow. S. 
Achelis, UT

I am opposed to the One Wasatch plan. The 
backcountry is sacred to me.  It is in the mountains 
that I find solace and peace of mind--hiking for hours 
just to be in undisturbed wilderness areas, whether 
to just hike in the summer or find the perfect powder 
run in the winter is a blessing and an honor.  The fact 
that we have that kind of access so close to an urban 
area is something unusual and very special.  The more 
we chip away at this, the more we diminish the value 
of the Wasatch.  We need more green space, not more 
development....... K. Kendall,  UT 
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Central Wasatch Visitor Study Update
The Central Wasatch Visitor Study is underway and 
moving along smoothly. As of August 5th, we have 
collected over 500 visitor surveys and spent 288 hours 
at the study sites collecting visitor data, thanks to our 
wonderful volunteers. This is the start of a year-long 
endeavor to capture a missing piece of data vital to the 
continued preservation of the Central Wasatch. This 
unprecedented study will quantify and qualify the 
vast number of visitors that come to the Wasatch for 
various activities. These visitors who have heretofore 
been ignored in the wake of encroaching development 
are now gaining a voice. Decision-makers including 
the Forest Service and those involved with the 
Mountain Accord Project will use the data as a tool for 
preservation. 
   The success of this study is largely due to the 
recurring volunteers and sponsors who are making 
this possible. We are thrilled to recognize the Wasatch 
Mountain Club for their $5,000.00 donation to our 
efforts. The CWVS helps to advance WMC’s purposes 
of collecting information, fostering awareness, and 
promoting preservation. We can’t express our gratitude 
enough for your support. Should any other groups or 
organizations wish to contribute to the cause, please 
visit our website or email sarah@saveourcanyons.org.
   To ensure that the success of the study continues, 

we ask that all members consider volunteering to 
spend time at the study sites and engage visitors in 
the study. As of now, we have been relying on roughly 
the same 20 tried-and-true volunteers to fill the role. 
Our hope is that we can double our volunteer base by 
winter. We simply need more people who are willing 
to help out. This is your chance to have potentially 
the largest single-action impact on the Wasatch to 
ensure its preservation for future generations. It does 
not take much, just a little from each of us. Do not let 
this opportunity to have our voice be heard pass you 
by! You can sign up individually or as a group. Get 
creative with those with whom you work or recreate, 
and engage in this great community cause. For more 
information on what volunteering entails and what 
dates are available, please visit saveourcanyons.org 
and follow the Central Wasatch Visitor Study link under 
the Campaigns tab or email berlin@saveourcanyons.
org.
   In addition to visiting saveourcanyons.org, you can 
follow the progress of the CWVS and stay up to date 
by liking the Save Our Canyons Facebook page, joining 
the Save Our Canyons Volunteers Facebook group, and 
following us on Instagram at #SaveOurCanyons.

Jill Van Langeveld interviewed 
by Tyler Higginson at Lake Mary 

Trailhead.

Volunteer Alex Veilleux interviewing two women and
a dog at Mid Mountain/Rob’s Trailhead in Park City.
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Mountain Accord
Decisions are on the Not-So-Distant Horizon – YOUR  ACTION  IS  NEEDED.

By Carl Fisher 

I’m extremely concerned about the fate of the 
Wasatch. Some three or so years ago, our community 
awoke to the pandemonium surrounding the 
proposed SkiLink bill. We received thousands of 
comments and distributed thousands of lawn-
signs  Every week for a period of a year and a 
half there was a letter to the editor lambasting 
the taking of our public lands via Congressional 
action, and bemoaning the failures of the SkiLink 
proponents to include the public in discussions 
that concerned the fate of our public lands, our 
watershed and our iconic community landscape. 
This was all a great reaction to a bad project and 
you are to be congratulated for your effective 
response. 

It was because of this opposition, this 
controversy, the juxtaposition of Wilderness 
legislation with a development scheme before the 
same Congressional body, that the process called 
Mountain Accord was born. Save Our Canyons was 
nervous about participating but because of your 
comments expressing the overwhelming desire 
of the community to be involved in planning the 
future of our alpine environments - we engaged.

In an effort to expand our message and grow 
our understanding of the desires of the many 
entities involved in the Mountain Accord we 
called upon members of the SOC community. 
We have been excited to have the dedication of a 
handful of people who understand not only SOC’s 
issues but also the systems and challenges that are 
being addressed through the Mountain Accord 
process. This group has powered through hours 
of meetings, pored over countless emails and 
studied hard to understand the process, in order 
to help SOC staff disseminate information to you, 
as members of the SOC community. 

As mentioned above, I am concerned about the 
fate of the Wasatch. Visitation grows, use increases, 
development dreams grow and the many Wasatch 
lovers look for more and more ways to enjoy this 
special place. Yet, with all the millions of people 
enjoying the many offerings of this mountain 
wonderland, public participation has been not just 
sad, it’s been nearly non-existent. What happened 
to the expressed idea that “we want to decide the 
future of our public lands?”  A Mountain Accord 
public event with attendees numbering one or 
two hundred people is seen as a win. Is that the 
best we can do?  We cannot all sit back and let our 
decisions be made for us.  

We have seen the power of a community that 
pulls together, takes the time to participate in an 
effort to create a greater tomorrow. SOC was built 
on the actions of a few and has grown to become an 
effective, respected cornerstone of this community 

larger because of you, the public that continues to 
step up and speak out for the wild places of the 
Wasatch Mountains. 

Here’s the future Save Our Canyons has been 
advocating for through the Mountain Accord:

 u Expand Wilderness to protect the eligible 
lands for both the protection of the environment 
and the outstanding recreational opportunities 
that exist in the Central Wasatch.
   u Allow no further ski resort expansion outside 
the existing permit boundaries.
  uPrevent ski resort interconnections.
    uLook for reasonable year round transportation 
solutions that increase mobility from population 
centers (Salt Lake Valley and Park City areas) to 
mountain destinations (resorts and trailheads 
alike).
    uImplement solutions that support year round 
recreational opportunities for all users. 
 uAdvocate for an economic center that 
supports the mountain region without further 
development within the canyons.

uAllow no additional development in our 
canyons and look for opportunities to transfer 
development rights outside of canyon 
environments or purchase and preserve land.

    uRepair and steward our trail network.
   uRestore and rehabilitate critically damaged 
environments.

We work to grow support for the type of 
outcome that enhances our quality of life through 
better public transportation, protection of our 
watershed, expanded designations of wilderness 
and other management prescriptions to preserve 
public lands. However, there are many other 
perspectives on how the Wasatch Range should be 
used. Below are a number of projects or outcomes 
that could become a reality if you, the public, don’t 
speak up. 

Here are other, often-conflicting proposals that 
are coming out of the Mountain Accord:

   uInterconnect the ski resorts via One Wasatch
u  Identify nodes of economic development 
within and adjacent to the canyon 
environments

   uAllow resort expansions onto public land to 
attract more paying visitors.
   u   Interconnect the transportation systems via 
Big and Little Cottonwood Canyons using fixed 
guideways (train, tram, or dedicated bus lanes) 
with tunnels.
   uRemove portions of the existing Wilderness 
areas to accommodate these transportation 
systems, as well as more biking along the 
Bonneville shoreline.
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These ideas are all part of the conversation. 
In this first phase of the Mountain Accord all 
participants were asked to “dream big.” Some of 
them, such as interconnections between resorts, 
have been on the table in one form or another for 
decades. Is now the time to see these types of uses 
expanded in the Wasatch? While SOC is strongly 
opposed to any projects that will dice up the 
mountain range, the proposals of other interests 
are on the table. We hope you will engage and 
speak up for the values that we have continually 
heard are most important to our community. 

The Mountain Accord is a public-private 
partnership that is working to create a better 

future in the Wasatch Range. “Public involvement 
is an important component of this effort, and 
input received from the public will be used to 
inform and guide the process.” Please take the 
opportunity to ask questions, talk with your 
friends and family, attend a Mountain Accord 
meeting and submit comments as well to www.
mountainaccord.com/get-involved.

Of course, this Mountain Accord process is 
about compromise, so our vision won’t in its 
entirety win the day… unless we back up that 
vision with action…..YOUR ACTION!

The Mountain Accord committee has graciously offered to extend the period for public 
comment on the current Draft Idealized Systems and Proposed Actions.  The comment 

period is extended to November 20.  
This will give us all some time to study the Idealized Systems that have been proposed 

by each of the four System Groups, representing Environment, Recreation, Economy and 
Transportation.  Go to mountainaccord.com or call (844) 5-ACCORD.

Mountain Accord emphasizes that no decisions have yet been made.  Consequently, YOUR 
feedback on these Draft Ideals is extremely important.

Following this comment period, the project team and committees will be working to com-
bine the various competing ideas in different ways to create a “range of balanced scenari-
os.”  The scenarios will be available for public review and presentation at open houses on 

December 2 and  3.
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Park City Mountain Resort 
Reduces its Carbon Footprint*

By Gayle Parry

In 1963 a ski resort called Treasure Mountains 
opened in Park City, Utah in the hopes that this 

type of recreation would give a spark to the depressed 
economy in the area.  

Skiers gained access to the mountain through 
a transportation system known as, “the Skier’s 
Subway.”  The first part of the journey was through 
the completely dark Spiro Tunnel by way of a mine 
train that delivered skiers 2.5 miles to an old mining 
elevator that took them 1750 feet to the surface.  Later 
the name was changed to Park City Ski Area and in 
1996 it became Park City Mountain Resort (PCMR).  
Since then, PCMR has not only been a favorite resort for 
local and international skiers, but has also hosted the 
2002 Olympic Snowboarding and Men’s and Women’s 
Giant Slalom.  It is now the designated U.S. Olympic 
training center for those sports.  

This September, Vail Resorts, Inc. purchased Park 
City Mountain Resort.  In doing so, Vail bought one of 
the most threatened resorts in the U.S. with respect to 
climate change.   

Experts predict Park City’s snow to be gone by 
the turn of the century.  It is fortunate that the former 
owners and their General Manager, Jenni Smith, her 
predecessors and employees, have done an outstanding 
job in planning for the resort to save energy and fight 
climate change with innovative ideas. This resort has 
fought hard to prolong its viability as long as possible.

In 2013, PCMR reduced their carbon footprint by 

76.83% at a cost of $2.4 million. As a result, they are 
saving over $262,000 annually in energy costs and 
have reduced the electricity use by approximately 3.5 
million kilowatt hours.  The Park City Mountain Resort 
web site provides a long list of actions that have been 
taken to reduce the CO2 emissions that they have been 
generating. The resort reports that 940 tons of carbon 
dioxide per year is eliminated by installing efficient 
lighting and energy star appliances in their lodges.  In 
2009 they installed solar panels on the Mid-Mountain 
Lodge.  PCMR also found that paying attention to 
the small things in the buildings and lodges can pay 
big dividends in reducing their carbon footprint.  In 
addition, their method of snowmaking reduces carbon 
emissions by another 1000 tons of carbon dioxide per 
year through the use of efficient equipment.

On the mountain, biodiesel fuel is used in snowcats, 
heavy equipment and lift apu’s, which have reduced 
the carbon emissions by 2033 tons over the last eight 
years.  1500 to 1700 gallons of waste oil per year are 
used to heat the maintenance shop, reducing the 
amount of propane needed for heating the building by 
an estimated  2600 gallons

In 2012, PCMR’s efforts led the Skiers’ Citizen 
Coalition to rate the resort “North America’s most 
sustainable resort” in its environmental report card.

________
*This article has been read and approved by the 

resort.

Save Our Snow:
In 2006 Powdr, Inc the owner of PCMR,  commissioned the first ever comprehensive 
scientific study looking at the effects of global warming on the climate at Park City 
Mountain Resort and the community of Park City, Utah.  The results of this study—
presented at a community-wide meeting on January 9, 2007—were both frightening and 
clear:  if carbon emissions remain as they have over the past several decades, by 2075 the 
climate in the Park City area will be cool enough to support an all-winter snow pack at only 
the highest reaches of the Park City Mountain Resort, or from approximately 8,500 to 10,000 
feet above sea level, cutting the resort’s skiable/ride-able terrain by as much as two-thirds.

Powdr followed up Save Our Snow I with a second climate change study in 2009, this 
time focusing on the economic impacts the resort and town would suffer as a result of the 
forecasted diminished snow pack.  Save Our Snow II’s finds were as alarming as the first 
study:  by as early as 2050 the potential economic impacts of a retreating snow pack could 
be as high as $392.3 million in lost output, $66.6 million in lost earnings and 3,717 lost jobs.

To find more information on how Park City Mountain Resort was fighting climate 
change, go to their Web Site at http://www.parkcitymountain.com/site/mountain-info/learn/
environment/index.html
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Wasatch National Monument
 A proposed next step for protection of the Central Wasatch Range (See map on page 15)

By Alex Schmidt

Save Our Canyons has worked for over four 
decades on various local, state and federal levels 
to advance our mission of protecting the wildness 

and the beauty of the Wasatch Range.  Some amazing 
lands have been designated as Wilderness Areas, 
from the highest reaches of the Lone Peak cirque to 
the boundary of Mount Olympus Wilderness, neatly 
bordering the valley’s residences. 

Additional lands have been proposed that possess 
wilderness quality and are awaiting Congressional 
action.  What can be done to jump-start the stalled land 
protection efforts in our state? What other tools do we 
have at our disposal to realize the dream of leaving 
the Wasatch better protected and more intact than we 
found it?  Designation of a National Monument in the 
Wasatch Range would protect our watershed, prevent 
development in sensitive areas, connect wildlife 
corridors and bolster an economy already thriving due 
to its proximity to such a valuable asset. Designating 
a National Monument could mean protecting almost 
170,000 acres, reaching from Parley’s Canyon in the 
North to the Provo River in the South following the 
Forest Service boundaries on the East and West. 

What is a National Monument?

A national monument is a piece of public land 
designated to protect the natural, cultural, and/
or historical features of a deserving landscape in 
perpetuity. A national monument can be established two 
ways: legislation passed by Congress or proclamation 
issued by the President, under authority granted by 
the Antiquities Act of 1906. 

How is a National Monument different from a 
Wilderness?

Wilderness designation, which requires 
congressional legislation, provides the highest level 
of protection for public lands and ensures an area 
remains unimpaired by human interference. A National 
Monument designation allows for a broader mix of 
recreational uses, while still providing protection for an 
area’s cultural, historic and natural resource values.

Why should I support a Wasatch National 
Monument?

1. Watershed:

u It surrounds an essential oasis in the desert.
u The Salt Lake City Watershed is an essential 

resource for a growing population.
Currently 60% of people in the Salt Lake Valley 
depend on the Wasatch for clean, culinary water.

2. Access:

u The public will retain high levels of access.
Designation would not add

 unnecessary or cumbersome access restrictions 
that would inhibit people from

 enjoying this stunning landscape.

4.  Our Sense of Place:

 u It will preserve the region’s cultural heritage. 
National Monument designation

would ensure that the Wasatch's unique history -
- from the mining boom in the late 1800s through 
the dawn of the modern ski resort industry and 
until today -- would be permanently preserved 
for all to appreciate. 

5.  Connecting Wild Landscapes:

u Wilderness is a critical component of the 
monument proposal. 

Connecting Wilderness areas protects wildlife 
corridors and furthers the ability for land 
managers to ensure a healthy, connected and 
thriving forest. 

4.  Broad, local support by the people

u The majority of local residents choose to protect 
the Wasatch Mountains 

u The Wasatch Range is the backbone to Salt 
Lake City's identity. Attempts to protect this 
incredible resource are routinely backed by the 
local community. 

u 94% of respondents to Envision Utah’s Wasatch 
Canyons Tomorrow study (2010) support increased 
protections for the Wasatch Range. q

Additional Comment by Carl Fisher

	 Let’s look beyond interconnecting ski areas and 
look toward interconnecting four wilderness areas, 
thousands of acres of roadless ground, many square 
miles of habitat for wildlife, with critical watersheds 
that host the ecosystems that millions flock to be near, 
standing in awe of the landscape that took over a 
billion years of faulting and erosion to form the iconic 
landscape that we all appreciate so much. It’s time 
to protect this landscape for the intrinsic qualities it 
holds, which cannot be improved upon by our activity, 
as history has proven most of our actions center 
around exploitation. Big threats require big responses, 
and now is the time to up the conservation efforts to 
protect this place as The Wasatch National Monument. 
Your support can make it a reality. q
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The Mount Wire Signal Reflectors are gone!!! 

The Good, the Bad and the Ugly
GOOD?  -  MAYBE:  Two new proposals promise to 
add 73,160 acres to the northeastern shoulder of the 
High Unitas Wilderness Area.  Wilderness advocates 
have suggested a plan for Summit County while 
Daggett County has created its own.  Daggett County 
also wants a stretch of the Green River to be designated 
Wild and Scenic, but has burdened its proposal with 
swaps of prime federal land to be sold and developed.  
Both plans will be folded into Congressman Rob 
Bishop’s Public Lands Initiative, his “Grand Bargain” 
for the management of Federal lands in the counties of 
eastern and southern Utah.  

BAD. - Park City Mountain Resort is sold to Vail 
Resorts.  The actual mountain slopes on which 
PCMR’s clients ski are already owned by Vail’s ally, 
Talisker Corporation, which not coincidentally owns 
PCMR’s neighbor, Canyons Resort.  Too much of the 
Wasatch skiing terrain is now controlled by aggressive 
developers.

BAD. - Ian Cummings, having sold his interest in Park 
City Mountain Resort, now brings enough money to 
Snowbird to accelerate the building of the (expletive 
deleted) Hidden Peak Conference Center.

BAD. - Vail Resort’s marketers take over the Wasatch 
ski resort interconnect effort called OneWasatch.  
OneWasatch is even bigger and UGLIER than its 
predecessor, called SkiLink, as it is an attempt to 
connect all seven Wasatch ski resorts into one mega-
resort, marketable to the world as 18,000 acres of skiing, 

and one hundred ski-lifts.

GOOD. - Mount Olympus will soon have a trailhead 
named after Gale Dick.   According to a resolution of 
the Salt Lake County Council, once the new trailhead 
is constructed, it will be dedicated as the Gale Dick 
Mount Olympus Trailhead.

UGLY turns to GOOD. -  In late June, a group 
of missionaries poured concrete and erected a 
flagpole on the summit of Mount Olympus, part of 
a Federal Wilderness Area in which such permanent 
“improvements” are not allowed.  On the flagpole 
they hung an American flag, along with a T-shirt that 
they’d autographed and inscribed with a message in 
celebration of their mission.  This is the “Ugly”.  The 
“Good” is that the missionaries returned a week later 
to chisel out the 80 pounds of concrete and haul it 
back down the mountain.  No charges were filed and 
no lawyers were employed in a refreshingly civil and 
responsible resolution of the issue.

GOOD. – The Mount Wire Signal Reflectors are gone!!! 
Thanks to CenturyLink, who sent helicopters to the top 
of Mount Wire to haul away the huge steel structures 
that have long cluttered Salt Lake City’s skyline.
 
UGLY - Cell phone towers now line Big and Little 
Cottonwood Canyons… the creeping urbanization of 
our canyons continues its Death of 1000 Cuts.  The two 
canyons now sport 29 poles, each 35 feet high – more 
than 1000 vertical feet of poles! The Forest Service claims 
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Brendon Mayberry–New SOC Intern

For my internship with Save Our Canyons I am looking 
at the sustainability of our Wasatch Ski Resorts. As 
the skiing population grows and we find new ways to 
market our resorts we must focus on the future and 
preserving what we love most about the outdoors. It 
is vital that we protect the environment of the Wasatch 
National Forest and evaluate our decisions on how to 
use those natural resources so that we preserve them 
for future generations.

    Using the Sustainable Destination Criteria developed 
by the Global Sustainable Tourism Council, I have 
narrowed the focus to the needs of our local ski 
destinations and how 
their impact affects 
the local environment.      
This covers all aspects 
of tourism including 
development plans, 
economic impact, 
pollution, and even the 
local impact. So far I 
have spent a lot of time 
and effort researching 

the environmental impacts of ski resorts and what 
others have done to mitigate them, so we can learn 
how to preserve our mountains. Once the criteria are 
fully developed, I will be working with a couple of 
the local resorts to apply these standards. Evaluating 
the sustainability plans of the ski resorts using these 
criteria will give us an idea of what the ski resorts are 
doing well and what could be done better. 
  This is a great opportunity to use real sustainability 
standards to see where our ski resorts stand and how 
they can improve. 
   I love skiing and the mountains as much as anybody 
and want to see our resources protected so they can be 

enjoyed by all! 

in their decision memo that the Little Cottonwood 
Canyon project was undertaken to ‘… improve public 
safety by providing better communications and 
roadway monitoring services…”, but somehow we’ve 
managed to survive without these for more than a 
century of canyon travel.  And shouldn’t we expect 
to see an increase in accidents, as drivers, encouraged 
by this improved service, remain glued to their cell 
phones while navigating the canyon curves?  The 
real reason for the cell phone towers, of course, is that 
Crown Castle can now get paid for cell phone use 
within the canyons.  If the mountains and canyons are 
our escape from our over-stimulating urban lives, why 
do we keep making the canyons more like the city?  
Maybe we were all better off when our cell phones 
didn’t work in the canyons.

GOOD? - BEST. Won’t be improved!.   In a recent poll 
ranking ski areas across the country, Ski Magazine 
gave spots 1, 2 and 3 to the Park City area resorts and 
5, 6, 7 and 8 to the Cottonwood resorts on the issue 
of Access (ease of getting to the resort).  The Central 
Wasatch resorts have essentially swept the Access 
category, so why, pray tell, is increasing transportation 
access to these areas via a monumental development 
scheme with lifts, trains and tunnels such a priority!?  
If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it folks! 

Cell phone
transmission 
equipment 
is being
assembled
near Spruces
Campground
in Big Cotton-
wood Canyon
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The Wilderness Act at 50 -
Wasatch Environmental Update for August 17, 2014 by John Worlock

Just a couple of weeks from now, on Wednesday 
September Third, you just might hear the church bells 
ringing, the sirens screaming and fireworks in the 
air.  Don’t be alarmed.  It’s not an emergency.  It’s just 
the celebration of the 50th anniversary of the nation’s 
Wilderness Act.  Fifty years ago the Wilderness Act 
authorized Congress to set aside some special places in 
the country to be protected permanently from human 
occupation and development.  Wilderness areas were 
to be left completely wild and largely unmanaged, and 
especially free of any form of mechanized recreation.

In the early years of the Wilderness Act, the acreage 
of Congressional Designated Wilderness increased by 
leaps and bounds, so that the original 9 million acres of 
Wilderness has now grown to over 100 million acres.  
But now, as the Wilderness Act matures, the growth of 
Wilderness has slowed, and not because we have run 
out of worthy candidates.  We are aware of bills currently 
languishing in congressional committees that propose, 
for Utah alone, many millions of acres of new Wilderness.

In any case, as the Wilderness Act closes its first 
half century, many thoughtful people are pondering 

its future, wondering if perhaps it has some flaws 
and whether there are other, less drastic measures for 
protecting the scenic, recreational and ecological values 
of public lands.  They recognize that the threat of global 
warming may well require invasive management to 
allow species, both flora and fauna, to flourish.  They 
recognize that there have historically been migratory 
species, who need land corridors for their movements 
and cannot thrive in the piecemeal wildernesses 
that they are offered.  They also begin to suspect 
that wilderness is not the sole answer to mankind’s 
tendency to foul its cities, and indeed the planet.

Henry David Thoreau gave us he dictum: “In 
Wildness is the preservation of the world.”  That may 
have been a bit of overstatement.

Nevertheless, we continue to believe that 
Wilderness (with a capital W) IS important.  So 
while others may fight the pollution and the many 
other ills of society, we will continue to support the 
tenets and benefits of the Wilderness Act, seeking to 
preserve the beauty, the ecological values, and indeed 
the sanctity, of some of our remaining wild places.

                 Is Wilderness Outdated?
Wasatch Environmental Update for July 13, 2014 by John Worlock

For all of its four decades, Save Our Canyons has 
campaigned for the designation of Wilderness in 
the Central Wasatch Range, and has celebrated the 
establishment of Wilderness Areas elsewhere in Utah 
and, for that matter, throughout the nation.  Our current 
campaign produced a bill called the Wasatch Wilderness 
and Watershed Protection Act, which would augment 
the existing three Central Wasatch Wilderness Areas by 
some 20 thousand acres of precious wild backcountry 
in the Tri-Canyon Area.

We used the word “precious” judiciously in the 
previous sentence, as it is our belief that wild and 
undeveloped acres are important not only as places for 
quiet recreation but also as repositories of indigenous 
wildlife.  Perhaps most importantly, Wilderness can 
function as a place of solitude and 
reflection and even renewal for 
our humanity.  It can do so even 
if we don’t or can’t go there:  we 
benefit from simply knowing that 
Wilderness exists.

Since we have this almost 
religious fervor about true 
Wilderness, we are disturbed 
by a recent OpEd in the New 
York Times, entitled “Rethinking 
the Wild,” and subtitled “The 
Wilderness Act is Facing a Midlife 
Crisis.”

Ever since its passage fifty 

years ago, the Wilderness Act has had its enemies.  But 
the new Midlife Crisis is not the result of pressure for 
energy and other commercial development.  The new 
enemy is, in fact, all of us:  It is the threat of Global 
Warming.

Wilderness Areas are mandated to be left almost 
totally unmanaged - allowed, instead, to thrive, each in 
its own way, just as they have been doing since before 
the advent of humans beings.  But there is a growing 
understanding that as the climate changes, the flora 
and fauna of our wildernesses may need more than 
benevolent neglect in order to survive.  

There are proposals for watering California’s giant 
Sequoias, and even actively assisting (or resisting) the 
natural migration of other species of trees.  Joshua 

Trees, for example, may need 
help with transplantation or even 
genetic manipulation to survive 
the century.

	 We can even imagine 
colonies of high-altitude pikas 
being airlifted to higher terrain as 
their habitat warms.

	 These images give us 
plenty of food for thought during 
this 50th anniversary year of the 
Wilderness Act.

John Worlock
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Save Our Canyons’ proposal for the creation 
of the Wasatch National Monument.

(See description of proposal on page 11)

Tax Planning for the end of the year?
Stocks are near all time highs.  Consider donating some shares of the ones in 

which you have huge gains to Save Our Canyons.  You can get a charitable de-
duction on your taxes for the whole value. But before you do, consult your tax 
accountant or attorney. If it works for you call Carl Fisher at SOC to make the 

arrangements before the end of the year.
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The Mountain Accord committee has graciously of-
fered to extend the period for public comment on the 
current Draft Idealized Systems and Proposed Actions.  
The comment period is extended to November 20.  

This will give us all some time to study the Idealized Systems that have been proposed by 
each of the four System Groups, representing Environment, Recreation, Economy and
Transportation.  
Go to mountainaccord.com or call (844) 5-ACCORD.
Mountain Accord emphasizes that no decisions have yet been made.  Consequently, YOUR 
feedback on these Draft Ideals is extremely important.
Following this comment period, the project team and committees will be working to combine 
the various competing ideas in different ways to create a “range of balanced scenarios.”  The 
scenarios will be available for public review and presentation at open houses on
December 2 and  3.

Remember the deadline:
November 20!!!


