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President’s Message

Access 
Wasatch 
Project

Individuals and organizations, hoping for real 
estate and ski resort developments in the Wasatch, 

often complain that there have been many studies 
relating to the central Wasatch Mountains (the Tri-
Canyon area of Mill Creek as well as Big and Little 
Cottonwood Canyons) but few decisions and little 
action.  This exasperation is characteristic of the 
school of thought that repeatedly says that Utahns 
should make environmental decisions for Utahns 
and that these decisions must be made now without 
further shilly-shallying.  

Beware of this rhetoric.  It is the hallmark of 
the Sagebrush Rebel group among us, those who 
ask that federal lands in Utah be “given back” 
to Utah.  Talisker Corporation has refined this 
argument by disenfranchising even Utahns from 
these decisions and bypassing state, county and city 
governments from participation and suggesting 
that the US congress take up the reins and make 
land use decisions forthwith without the tedium of 
federal processes embodied in NEPA (the National 
Environmental Policy Act).  

This approach would clearly be a very poor one.  
Salt Lake City is blessed with wilderness wildlands 
cheek by jowl with the city itself, with a magnificent 
watershed providing high quality water for a large 
and growing urban population along with a great and 
much valued quality-of-life amenity for the people 
who live in the shadow of the Wasatch Mountains.  

The SkiLink controversy has dramatized to us all 
the dangers of piecemeal decisions for the Wasatch.  
If decisions are made one by one – a lift here, a 
“small” resort expansion there, an interconnecting 
gondola between just two resorts, a few new villas 
and hotels strewn around – then the final outcome, 
or cumulative impact, for the whole Tri-Canyon area 
and the rest of the Wasatch Range would never be 
discussed, imagined or be part of the planning for this 
crucial area.  

It is true that there have been many studies relating 
to development in the Wasatch.  Most recently many 
participated in the Envision Utah’s Wasatch Canyons 
Tomorrow process that emphasized, yet again, that 

an overwhelming majority of local residents want 
strong controls over urbanization of the Wasatch.  
There have been recent transportation studies for Mill 
Creek and the Big and Little Cottonwood Canyons 
Mountain Transportation.  Salt Lake County is 
revising its Foothills Canyons Overlay Zone (FCOZ) 
ordinance.  The Town of Alta is engaged in revisions 
to the general plan and zoning for the area at the top 
of Little Cottonwood Canyon.

The missing element in studies so far has been any 
emphasis on cumulative impacts, the unintended 
or unforeseen results of piecemeal planning.  This 
element is the focus of the Access Wasatch Project, 
spearheaded by Mayor Ralph Becker of Salt Lake 
City.  The proposed next step, and an essential one, 
is to enter an environmental process under the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).  NEPA, 
which requires evaluation of cumulative impacts, 
also requires public participation at many points of 
an Environmental Impact Study.  As is appropriate 
in decisions affecting federal lands, federal, state, 
county and municipalities are all stakeholders 
and have to be part of the process.  Transportation 
planning, for example, cannot be considered without 
simultaneously considering watershed, land use, 
costs, funding sources, conservation easements, land/
stream/forest restoration… the list is daunting but 
must be faced.

On April 29, 2013 a meeting of the Access Wasatch 
Stakeholder Committee took place at the Utah 
Cultural Celebration Center.  The list of members 
of this Stakeholder Committee is impressive 
and comprehensive.  It includes, among others, 
representatives of Park City, Salt Lake City, Draper, 
the Town of Alta, Sandy and Murray; ski resorts and 
related services:  Snowbird, Wasatch Powderbird 
Guides, Utah Avalanche Center, Solitude, Park City, 
the Canyons, Brighton, Ski Utah; the US Forest 
Service, tourism agencies, representatives of Salt 
Lake and Summit Counties, Utah’s Congressional 
Delegation, Salt Lake City’s Department of Public 
Utilities, the Utah Transit Authority, the Salt Lake 
City Downtown Alliance, the Cottonwood Canyons 
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Association, Big Cottonwood residents, tourism 
agencies, state legislators and a group of non-profit 
organizations including Save Our Canyons, Friends of 
Alta, Utah Open Lands, The Nature Conservancy, Salt 
Lake Climbers Alliance, Trails Utah and the Wasatch 
Mountain Club.

This is the right group to be involved in the 
NEPA process that will evaluate purpose and need, 
alternatives, cumulative impacts and enable public 
input.

As Mayor Becker said at the meeting of 
stakeholders, the goal is not unanimity but consensus.  

We believe consensus is possible judging from our 
experience with the long process that led up to Rep. 
Matheson’s Wasatch Wilderness and Watershed 
Protection Act working its way toward congressional 
action.  Wilderness designation, by the way, must be 
recognized as an important part in achieving the goals 
of Access Wasatch.

An important step forward is being taken and 
deserves vigorous public support and participation.  
– Gale Dick

After her five years with Save Our Canyons it is with 
great sadness that we announce that Jennifer Kecor 
is moving on. Jen established herself as a savvy and 
formidable opponent to certain development interests 
in the Wasatch Canyons. Over the course of her efforts, 
she pointed out numerous areas where the Foothills 
and Canyons Overlay Zone was not doing the job it 
needed to do and also worked to stop the rezone and 
development of the Tavaci project at the mouth of Little 
Cottonwood Canyon. We wish Jen all the best in her 
future endeavors. Thank you, Jen, for your hard work 
and dedication, we know it wasn’t always easy.

With so much going on these days, we are excited 
to have Alex Schmidt back working with Save Our 
Canyons. A few years back, Alex worked for SOC 
through the Americorps Vista program through Utah 

State University. After two years of working on trails 
and grassroots outreach his Americorps stint with SOC 
was up and though we had the work for him to stay 
with us, we didn’t have the resources. Alex has been 
an active volunteer, part time staff and friend of Save 
Our Canyons since his mother bought him a Save 
Our Canyons T-shirt in 2003. Having the Wasatch 
Mountains at our front porch has truly shaped the 
way that Alex has come to better understand himself 
and the world around him, through ease of access to 
recreation, natural spaces and quiet solitude in the 
mountains and foothills of this incredible area. 

Alex looks forward to the challenge of his new 
position which will allow him to learn and grow as we 
face the next steps in the challenge of protecting the 
Wasatch Mountains for many generations to come. 

Jennifer Kecor has left Save Our Canyons after 
serving with distinction for a number of years.  Alex 
Schmidt has returned to S.O.C. He looks forward to 

working again with our energetic group.

Changes at SOC’s Office
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Issues and Updates
By Carl Fisher, SOC Executive Director

Save Our Canyons has been working overtime to address an ever-growing number 
of projects along the Wasatch. Here are a few we have been involved in over the past couple months: 

Snowbird, Hidden Peak Facility Construction 
(US Forest Service Project)
In our last newsletter, we informed you about 
Snowbird’s intention to construct a 32,000 square foot 
facility on top of Hidden Peak. Since that time, SOC 
has been approached by Snowbird who informed us 
that the facility was “too big,” even though it is less 
than what was approved by the 1999 US Forest Service 
Snowbird Master Development Plan. Snowbird 
officials said they are going to delay construction for a 
year and make the building smaller (aiming for 25,000 
square feet). 
Snowbird Gad Valley 
Improvements (US Forest Service)
In March, the US Forest Service 
issued a Finding of No Significant 
Impact (FONSI) on the Gad Valley 
Portion of Snowbirds 2011 Master 
Development Plan Revision. Save 
Our Canyons didn’t have many 
issues with these projects as they 
mainly were inside the existing 
footprint of the Ski Area. However, 
we will continue to monitor Phase II 
of this project which would facilitate 
an expansion of the resort to the top 
of the American Fork Twin Peaks 
and into Mary Ellen Gulch in Utah 
County’s American Fork Canyon. 
One question still remains. With the 
Forest Service’s knowledge of this 
project, but not analyzing it, how 
can they adequately analyze the 
cumulative impacts analysis of the 
American Fork Twins expansion 
without doing environmental due 
diligence on the project? A fried 
chicken dinner looks pretty healthy 
if you only analyze the health 
benefits of the side salad.
US Forest Service “Small Projects” 
NEPA (US Forest Service)
The Forest Service wrapped up a 
small projects NEPA comment period 
in April. One of the projects stood 
out, 20 some telecommunications 
towers along the road corridor in 
Little Cottonwood Canyon. This 
would be a huge eyesore going 
up our canyons. A similar project 
is going in up Big Cottonwood 
Canyon. The USFS seems to think 
the project is no big deal and in line 

with the scenic integrity of the Canyons. With thinking 
like that, it’s no wonder projects like Hidden Peak get 
approved. Mitigation is not conservation, the Forest 
Service’s approval of projects like this only facilitate 
the rapid deterioration of these canyons. They go to 
the public for comment on projects, people say no, but 
the agency usually says “yes.” It’s time for the agency 
to start listening to the public and say no to projects 
that degrade this heavily used resource. Some things 
like scenery, natural beauty free from the marks of 
man from vantage points in the canyons cannot be 
mitigated, only lost.

Snowbird, Monte Cristo 
Subdivision proposal (Salt Lake 
County)
Another project Snowbird is 
pursuing is to construct 7 homes on 
the north side of Little Cottonwood 
Canyon, on the flanks of Mount 
Superior. On April 10, 2013 the Salt 
Lake County Planning Commission 
voted in favor of allowing the 
construction of these homes, 
despite the facts that 1: they are in 
an avalanche zone, which brings 
up a known issue of controlling 
avalanches in the canyon: that of 
firing over inhabited structures and 
2. Snowbird’s own County Master 
Development Plan (2006) states that 
buildings should be high density to 
prevent the appearance of sprawl in 
the canyons. 
Foothills and Canyons Overlay 
Zone Revision (Salt Lake County)
It has been nearly a year since 
Mayor Peter Corroon established 
the FCOZ Blue Ribbon Commission 
(BRC) - and we’ve been meeting 
almost weekly since then. In 
addition to Save Our Canyons, 
representatives from Salt Lake City 
Public Utilities, Big Cottonwood 
Canyons Community Association, 
the ski resorts, trails and recreation 
groups, and interested citizens have 
been participating in this process. 
The BRC has been going through 
the existing ordinance line by 
line, examining what works in the 
ordinance and what has not. From 
SOC’s perspective we feel the values 
of the Wasatch Canyon Master 



Save Our Canyons,  May, 2013   �www.saveourcanyons.org

Plan (which is supposed to guide the ordinances and 
development) and the public sentiments expressed in 
the Wasatch Canyons Tomorrow process need to be 
enforced and made consistent throughout the ordinance. 
Ski Resorts obviously want the ability to develop & 
expand further. Some poor attorney is going to have 
to make heads or tails of the BRC’s report and line-by-
line findings and translate them into code. From SOC’s 
perspective there is always room for improvement in 
the ordinance, but Salt Lake County simply enforcing 
the ordinance and using the Wasatch Canyons Master 
Plan and Wasatch Canyons Tomorrow report as a road 
map to interpreting the legalese could go a long way 
toward accomplishing the overwhelming desire for 
protecting these canyon environments and balancing 
private property rights.
Salt Lake County General Plan 
Updates (Salt Lake County)
In addition to everything else that is going on in the 
Wasatch, Salt Lake County (SLCo) thought it would 
undertake updating the General Plans for Parley’s 
Canyon, Big Cottonwood Canyon and Little Cottonwood 

Canyon. On March 18th, SLCo held a public open house 
on the projects. Not surprising but overwhelmingly 
from the ‘89 Wasatch Canyons Master Plan, the 2010 
Wasatch Canyons Tomorrow Report, and consistently 
through every other public survey about the canyons 
people want to see less development in the canyons, 
strengthened and enforced land use regulations and 
no ski area expansion. SOC is participating actively 
on the Steering Committee of the General Planning 
process and advising the County planners regularly to 
act upon the overwhelming public sentiment to save 
our canyons! We need fewer planning processes and 
more action on carrying out the will of the public. q
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Top:  Front view of the Skylodge at top of Hidden Lake. Bottom:  View of lodge from Hidden Lake.

New Owners of  Powder Mountain Plan Development
By a Concerned Citizen

The Powder Mountain ski resort located in the 
Ogden Valley east of Ogden has a new owner.  The 

Summit Group’s self-described mission is to “catalyze 
entrepreneurship, address global issues, support 
artistic achievement and build a community in an 
effort to make our world a more joyful place.”

While it’s hard to argue with those lofty words, just 
what the Summit Group will really do with Powder 
Mountain and the ultimate impact on the surrounding 
area is still open to question.  The group has approval 
for a Phase 1 Planned Residential Development (PRUD) 
on 594 acres south of the Hidden Lake area consisting 
of estate lots, cabin sites, nest sites, village residences, 
and a conference center.  The development, like the ski 
area itself, is totally on private land.

As part of the financing for the Phase 1, the developers 
obtained the Weber County Commission’s support for 
a $19.3 million dollar government backed bond.  If the 
developer defaults on the bond payments, the county 
has the Phase 1 land and infrastructure as security. The 
county also agreed to maintain the developed roads, 
to include snowplowing, rather than keeping them as 
private roads.

Powder Mountain at one time was known for its 
backcountry and side country skiing, but in recent 
years, that has been closed off and those areas are 
now used for paying snowcat clients.  Violation of 
the snowcat boundaries results in lift pass revocation 
and a possible trespassing citation.  That policy will 
undoubtedly continue with even tougher enforcement 
under the new owners. 

Additionally, while the owners say they will build 
and open summer trails for the general public, the 

public is now prohibited from using any of the areas 
south of Hidden Lake for hiking or recreation.  When 
longtime residents questioned the change, the owners 
suggested it might still be possible for them to use the 
area trails if they have a guide.

The group upgraded the existing lodges with 
mostly cosmetic changes last season. They say they 
love the ambiance and history of the old lodges and 
have no immediate plans to replace them.  Likewise for 
the existing ski area lift system.  This probably reflects 
more on not having the financial ability to invest in 
upgrades to the ski area while securing financing for 
the Phase 1 development more than a love of the old 
infrastructure.

The group also has an extensive public relations 
campaign, which they say is aimed at keeping area 
residents informed and happy regarding the group’s 
plans and intentions.  In addition to the closing of 
recreational trails, the group is building a Skylodge at 
the top of Hidden Lake.  The Skylodge consists of prefab 
buildings, two yurts and decking.  Unfortunately, the 
site blocks the much-photographed view of the Flattop 
and Snowbasin areas as you get off the Hidden Lake 
lift.  Both these actions reflect little actual concern for 
either locals or the general public much more than 
their words. 

There are also issues regarding the conduct and 
impact the Summit Group is having on the Ogden 
valley.  A recent Salt Lake Tribune front page article 
(April 28, 2013) highlighted the issues involved with 
the large home the group is using to house employees 
and guests and the incompatibility of this use with the 
location of the home.  There is also a blog post written 
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Artist’s rendering of various construction, roofing, and facade techniques to be employed.

by a Malibu California resident who had a similar bad 
experience with the Summit Group when they leased a 
home next to his.  In both cases, the homes were hosting 
parties and large numbers of people that were not in 
compliance with existing zoning or causing problems 
with nearby residents. 

The Weber County Commission’s decision to take 
over maintenance of the Phase 1 development roads 
has also raised some eyebrows, but the commission 
says this is routine for PRUD developments.  The issue 
is not with the routine PRUD developments, it is with 
committing to maintain and plow roads that get up to 
500 inches of snow annually, can get snow nine months 
a year, and has mountain top winds that can drift roads 
closed in 15 minutes.  There is also the issue of a new 
fire station, which will have to be built by the county at 
some point.  All these factors will undoubtedly impact 
county taxpayers despite what is claimed.

There has been no formal environmental assessment 
of the development since the development is on private 
land.  As long as the developers comply with existing 
laws and regulations, there probably will never be a 
formal assessment.  Environmental issues that stand 
out include the impact on wildlife, light pollution, 
ridgeline visibility from the valley, traffic on the only 
access road (SR-158) and the impact the heavy use of 
salt to clear snow from the new roads will have on the 
Left Fork of Wolf Creek.  Everything flows downhill 
from the development.

Probably the biggest question with the planned 
development, as proposed by the Summit Group, is 
the amount of risk and large amount of money--mostly 
borrowed--that is on the table for the development. 
Adding the rumored amount spent to purchase the ski 
area/land to the $62.8 million projected costs for Phase 
1 development, there is roughly $100 million at risk. The 
group has no history of land development, a corporate 
structure that boasts a Chief of Reconnaissance, a Chief 
of Ambiance, a Curation Team, a Music Manager, 
a Swiss Army Knife and a Culinary Team. (source: 
summit.co/about us) Other than investments in small 
start-ups, their chief product is sponsoring high priced 
conferences.  

The development of Powder Mountain is not a 
slam-dunk, can’t fail investment.  The Cobabe family 
tried to sell the resort for years, the last owners tried 
to incorporate into a town so they could get approval 
for the higher density housing they felt they needed 
to profit from their acquisition. There are two separate 
single building condo structures currently sitting 
partially completed at Powder Mountain. If there was 
a high market demand, this would not be the case.  The 
Summit Group will have to create a market that does 
not currently exist.

And of course there is the elephant in the room 

that creates problems for any Powder Mountain 
development (or skier/boarder) and that is the road.  
Anyone who has driven those eight miles of SR-158 
road in a storm—either up or down—knows what a 
hair-raising terror it can be.  Back in the late ‘80’s, the 
Sports Guide did a tongue-in-cheek article rating the 
drives to the various ski areas in the state.  The drive 
to Park City was rated a beginner run with Snowbird/
Alta and what was then Elk Meadows rated as black 
diamonds drives.  Powder Mountain was rated as the 
only double black diamond and the article started out 
with the statement that “…you can smell the burning 
brakes and clutches as you approach the mouth of 
the canyon…”  There is no immediate, inexpensive 
solution to the road problem regardless of the intent of 
any developer or government entity.

Elliot Bisnow, the 28 year old founder and CEO 
of the Summit Group is quoted as saying, “Instead 
of overpowering nature, we’re looking at how 
we can preserve an environment of open spaces, 
uncompromising vistas, [writer’s note:  like the vista 
from the top of Hidden Lake?] and year-round 
adventure.  Our goal is to create a place that has a 
positive impact, not on just the residents of Summit 
Eden and the residents of the Ogden Valley, but the 
state of Utah and the world.”  Nice words and easy 
to say but much harder to do in the real world. If this 
development fails, what happens to the land and the 
ski area will be interesting to watch considering the 
number of creditors and amount of borrowed money.  

Sample unit.
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The 11th Annual Lone Peak Celebration took place on 
Saturday, April 20th at Caterina in Salt Lake City. 

Guests at this year’s Celebration enjoyed fine food 
prepared by Caterina, drinks from Squatter’s, Castle 
Creek, and High West, and the smooth jazz sound of 
The Cy Schmidt Band, which donated their time and 
talent to provide entertainment for the evening. During 
this event, Save Our Canyons recognized Peter and 
Kathleen Metcalf for their tireless dedication to helping 
protect the Wasatch Mountains by presenting them 
with the Lone Peak Award. Peter gave an incredibly 
inspirational acceptance speech about the importance 
of public lands protection in Utah. 

Overall, it was a night of dining, dancing, socializing, 
high-energy bidding, and fun! The proceeds from this 
event are critical to helping us fund important projects 
and campaigns aimed at protecting the beauty and 
wildness of the Wasatch canyons, mountains and 
foothills. We cannot thank our sponsors, business 
donors, and guests enough for helping us make this 
Lone Peak Celebration such a big success! We hope 

you were able to attend and we hope you had as much 
fun as we did!  

Volunteers: 

Rachael Fisher, Andrew Scarcella, Zac Zabawa, 
Jennifer Kecor, Alex Schmidt, Mike Peterson, 
Tracie Kirkham, DJ Moody, Lindi Mclwaine, 
John Conlon, Sarah Jones, Chuck Werstak, Sean 
Lang, Josh Scheuerman, Shelley Woeste, Shelley 
Reynolds, Mike Eichorn, Sara Snitkoff, Dean 
Cheesman, Brett Crockett, Will Dunn, and The 
Cy Schmidt Band.

Catarina’s large dining room was a perfect setting for the Lone Peak event. Table arrangements allowed for 
intimate groups of members and guests.

Our Annual Lone Peak Celebration
 Was a BIG Success! 
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Sponsors and Business Donors
Sponsors:

 
Caterina, Black Diamond, Voile, Squatters Pub, Castle Creek Winery, 

High West Distillery, and Ream’s Foods

The event was made possible through the kind and generous support we received from all 
of the following businesses and individuals. We couldn’t have done it without them!

OUR MOST SINCERE THANKS AND APPRECIATION!

2nd Track Sports 
Airblaster 
Akka Yoga and Movement 
Training 
Alex Stoy, Landscaping Services 
Alexis Kelner Photography 
Alpine Art
Alta Lodge 
Arbor Plus Tree Service 
Arete Construction 
Beer Nut
Bill Gray 
Black Diamond 
Bodywise Fitness
Boulder Mountain Lodge (UT) 
Brad Clinch Photography 
Brittany Bellows, Artist 
Cali’s Natural Foods 
City Cakes
Colosimo’s 
Camelbak 
Canella’s
Carlucci’s Bakery 
Castle Creek Winery 
Catalyst Magazine 
Caterina Restaurant 
Centered City Yoga 
Chums 
Clifford Family Farms
Coalatree Organics		   
Columbia 
Community Co-Op 
Cy Schmidt Band 
Dansko 
David Newkirk Photography
Deep Frog Photography 
Desert Edge
E3 Fabrication 
Eagle Creek 
Frida Bistro 

G Brad Lewis Photo 
Granatos
Grand Trunk
Great Basin Chiropractic 
Gregory Mountain Products 
Grow Wild 
Hansen Co. Jewelry 
Heaven Cupcakes 
High West Distillery 
Huddart Floral 
Joe Rossi Photo 
Keen 
Klean Kanteen 
Knead A Massage 
Kuhl 
Lagoon 
LEKI
Log Haven 
MacNichol Guitars 
Mammut
Melinda McIlwaine 
Moki Pottery 
Momentum Recycling 
Mountain Town Olive Oil 
Nalgene 
Nata Gallery 
Panda Poles 
Patagonia Outlet SLC 
Performance Longboarding 
Petzl America 
Polartec 
PrAna
Prana Yoga 
RAMP Sports 
Reams Foods
Rimini Coffee
Riversong Massage 
Red Butte Cafe
Rock and Ice magazine 
Rossignol 

Ruta Locura 
Salt Lake Acting Company 
Salt Cycles
Shallow Shaft Restaurant 
Smith Optics 
Squatters Pubs 
Stella
Sugarpost Pottery and Metal Art 
Sundance Resort 
The Clymb
The Front Climbing Club
The Seven Club 
The Tin Angel 
Trader Joes 
University Guest House & 
Conference Center 
Utah Symphony| Utah Opera 
Voile
Wendy Zeigler and Jamie Longe 
Whole Foods
Williams Jewelers 
Wild Rooster Artwork and 
Pottery 
Xeriscape Design 
XMission
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Kathy and I are sincerely honored and humbled 
to be here tonight to celebrate both the 41st  

Anniversary of Save Our Canyons and this overly 
gracious and thoughtful award. Standing here in front 
of a room full of volunteers - all of whom are donating 
their time, energy and dollars to the efforts of SOC 
is both inspiring and makes us a little self conscious 
being up in front of you.  

Certainly it has been the clear vision, drive, 
intelligence and leadership of people like SOC 
cofounder Gale Dick, executive director Carl Fisher 
and John Johnson that have been our examples and 
sources of both motivation and inspiration.  These 
three, to name a few, were driven to action on behalf 
of us all.

In the scheme of western civilization, the 41 years 
since SOC was founded by Gale Dick and Alexis Kelner, 
does not even seem like the blink of the eye, but in the 
accelerating attack on the integrity of public lands 
forty one years is a millennium.   And throughout this 
over 41-year short millennium, Save Our Canyons has 
played the pivotal leadership role in the state’s fighting 
for the integrity of the Wasatch Canyons and Peaks.  

SOC has played a major role in the creation of the 
Wasatch wilderness areas we are blessed to have, 
and in the efforts to create a new, expanded Wasatch 
Wilderness Bill.  And SOC has been there consistently, 
over and over, to represent the citizens and the silent 
majority of Utahns who have repeatedly stated, in 
over three major public engagement processes, that 
they love, believe in, and want to see the integrity of 
their Wasatch Mountains preserved and maintained 
with water quality, conservation, and human powered 
recreation, and homeostasis of current use at the 
forefront.

It is frightening to think just how much less we might 
have today were it not for the leadership role of Save 
Our Canyons, its supporters, and its willingness to fight 
the good fights and not to shirk from controversy.  

Clearly those who have either held the mantle of 

leadership at SOC, as Gale and Carl have, or have been 
its high profile supporters have learned what John 
Gotti meant in saying:

“When a man assumes a position of leadership, 
he forfeits all right to mercy.” 
But what is equally clear is that there is a powerful 

ethos driving SOC and it’s supporters, and I think that 
is best captured by a favorite quote from John Sawhill: 

“For in the end, our society will be defined not 
by what we create, but by what we refuse to 
destroy.” 
More than any other single reason, it was and is the 

Wasatch mountains rising so majestically above the 
Salt Lake Valley that magnetically attracted a young 
Black Diamond to Utah some 23 years ago.  Champagne 
powder, limestone and Granite Canyons, pristine 
Alpine peaks and mountain wilderness all so 
unbelievably close rising above a vibrant small city that 
had us declare that this, “The Wasatch IS THE PLACE.” 

Today I can say with certainty that we would not 
be the successful company we are, have the inspired 
employees we have, were it not for these beautiful 
mountains and canyons that add so much to our and 
our communities’ lives. The pristine Wasatch challenges 
us, as Wallace Stegner stated, “to create a civilization to 
match our scenery.” If we lose its integrity we lose a 
cornerstone of our community’s vibrancy. 

As we know there have been, are and will always 
be, many who see the Wasatch, and the public’s lands 
that comprise them, as lands to conquer for personal 
gain and benefit. It will always be the role of this 
organization to stand firm, to rise tall and to champion 
this magnificent part of our community on behalf of the 
common good. Unfortunately that will be a timeless 
challenge - but one we must accept - if we are to pass 
on to our children that which has been such a rich and 
integral part of our lives. q

Peter and Kathy Metcalf

Save Our Canyons 
Lone Peak Celebration 
Honors 
Kathy and Peter Metcalf

Remarks by Peter Metcalf
April, 2013
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Gale Dick Receives 
League of Women Voters Community Service Award

By Gayle Parry

On April 10, 2013, the Salt Lake League of 
Women Voters awarded Gale Dick, co-founder 

and President of Save Our Canyons, the League’s 
Community Service Award at their 21st Annual State of 
the Community Luncheon. The League’s Community 
Service Award is given each year to an individual who 
exemplifies the League’s ideal of informed and active 
participation in shaping public policy.  The League 
does not endorse any one political party or candidate, 
but does honor those who have contributed in a very 
meaningful way to our community.  

Gale’s contributions and accomplishments are 
many.  This award was given in recognition of his 
indefatigable efforts to protect the wildness and beauty 
of the Wasatch mountains, canyons, and foothills.  Save 
Our Canyons was formed forty-one years ago and 
under the direction of Gale Dick and Alexis Kelner, it 
has continued the David and Goliath battle to protect 
these beautiful mountains to this day.  

The Salt Lake Tribune calls Gale, “Man of mountains, 
music.”  How appropriate for the man who not only 
helped found Save Our Canyons’ but also founded the 
Chamber Music Society of Salt Lake City.  It is not well 
known that Gale is a talented violinist among his other 
accomplishments.

Some of Gale’s other successes are a result of his 
chosen field of study and his history at the University of 
Utah as a physicist.  Among his honors are: the Frederick 
William Reynolds Lecturer, U of U; Outstanding Physics 
Teaching Award; the University 
of Utah Distinguished Teaching 
Award; Fulbright Travel Grant 
(Germany); The University 
of Utah University Professor 
(jointly with Barbara N. 
Lindsay); Honors Distinguished 
Professor of the Year; chosen as 
faculty member for Semester 
at Sea 1983 and 1986 by the 
University of Pittsburgh; and the 
Presidential Teaching Scholar 
Award.  He has also received 
other community awards.  Gale 
served a term as Department 
Chair in Physics, and six years 
as Dean of the University of 
Utah Graduate School.  His 
research area was in condensed 
matter theory. 

Environmental awards given 
to Gale include: the Pa Perry 
and Alexis Kelner Awards from 
the Wasatch Mountain Club; 
the Pfeifferhorn Award given 
annually by a group of Utah 
environmental organizations 

and the Norma Matheson Award for Outstanding 
Volunteer from the Utah Non-profit Association.

Gale’s acceptance speech highlighted to the 
community the Save Our Canyons philosophy, history 
and achievements over the years.  He described how 
we started with a bumper sticker; a glossy introductory 
pamphlet and a plan to work for the establishment of 
what became the Lone Peak Wilderness Area, Utah’s 
first congressionally designated Wilderness Area, and 
how SOC has worked with other organizations to get 
two more Wilderness Areas designated in the central 
Wasatch.  He mentioned Save Our Canyons’ successes 
in keeping the 2002 Olympics out of the Cottonwood 
Canyons and how we work with the Forest Service, 
Utah’s congressional delegation, the ski and outdoor 
recreation industries, and Salt Lake City and County 
on a wide variety of projects to improve the condition 
of our watershed and public lands.

Gale gave credit for Save Our Canyons’ success on 
the fact that an overwhelming majority of residents in 
the Salt Lake Valley don’t want our canyons urbanized. 
He also gave us a recipe for keeping the Wasatch wild 
and beautiful: “Gather a group of people, who want 
to do this, listen to their ideas and learn the facts and 
meet with those who will make the decisions.  Give 
this group tools to further their dreams.  Push for 
protective policies.  Have the patience to pursue long-
term goals.”

 Additional credit was given to the large number of 
people who have helped to get SOC 
where it is today.  He mentioned 
the importance of donors and the 
volunteers.  These are volunteers 
who include trustees, trail repair 
crews, people who help in our office, 
the many interns we have had from 
local colleges and universities as 
well as the succession of dedicated 
staff people and the great executive 
directors Save Our Canyons has 
had such as our current Operations 
Director, Havilah Martak, and our 
Executive Director, Carl Fisher.

“Save Our Canyons” is more 
than just a bumper sticker.  I 
believe this community will need 
SOC for many years to come and it 
will have it since the people joining 
in with the work now are smarter 
and savvier than the founders.  
They are also, I am happy to say, 
younger.

“We need to follow the inspiring 
example of the League of Women 
Voters and build to last.” q

               Photo by Tim Dick
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GOOD.  On March 29 of this year Idaho U. S. District 
Magistrate Judge Ronald Rush ruled that the Forest 
Service must go back to work on its 2005 Forest 
Service Management Rule and draw up regulations 
designating areas of use and non-use by all off-road 
vehicles, including snowmobiles, on national forest 
lands.  The lawsuit leading to this ruling was initiated 
by the Idaho-based Winter Wildlands Alliance.  The 
executive director of that Alliance said the decision was 
a monumental victory for backcountry skiers, snow 
shoers and others seeking a peaceful experience in the 
woods.  The intent of the regulations will be to separate 
over-snow vehicles from human powered travel 
areas.  Such policies seem to be simple common sense 
measures and increasingly important as mechanization 
of recreation increases.

GOOD. Tim DeChristopher was released from federal 
prison and 21 months of incarceration on Earth Day, 
April 22, 2013.  His story is well known.  He disrupted 
a BLM auction by giving bogus bids on oil and gas 
parcels and was dealt a two-year prison sentence. The 

sentence, according 
to the federal judge 
announcing it, was 
so harsh because of 
is continuing to talk 
publicly about the 
reason for his act of 
civil disobedience 
based on his First 
Amendment right to 
freedom of speech.  
It seems clear that 
DeChristopher now 
has an unusual 
opportunity to 
become a powerful 

spokesman for environmental causes. 
GOOD.  Proposed ski lifts on Flagstaff and in Grizzly 
Gulch have raised fear and alarm among many skiers 
and Wasatch aficionados.  The projects have run into 
trouble with the Uinta-Wasatch-Cache Supervisor, 
David Whittekiend.  In a letter to Onno Wieringa, 
General Manager of the Alta Ski Area, the supervisor 
wrote:  “Based on a review of your proposal for projects 
located outside of your existing permit boundary, I 
have concluded they likely would not be consistent 
with several of the screen criteria.  Therefore, the Forest 
Service would be unlikely to consider a future proposal 
for the authorization of those elements in your MDP 
[Master Development Plan] submittal.  Though your 
MDP does not provide details, these elements appear 
to include two lifts that would probably require a lower 
terminal on NFS [land] within your permit and then 
extend across NFS land outside your permit boundary 
. . .” This is a promising first step and, we hope, the 
end of the matter – if there ever is to be an end to such 
proposed developments in the Wasatch.

BAD – BUT.  Recently in congress the House Natural 
Resources advanced five separate bills that would 
force the federal government to give up “small” 
patches of federal land in Utah for other uses. The 
bills, sponsored by Republican Reps. Rob Bishop and 
Jason Chaffetz, all passed unanimously and now head 
to the House floor. The five bills would: Require the 
National Forest System to give 100 acres of public land 
to Fruit Heights for use as a cemetery; Allow Brigham 
Young University to take over Forest Service land 
where the school’s “Y” is located; Direct the Interior 
Department to give some federal parts of an electric 
distribution system to the South Utah Valley Electric 
Service District; Trade an acre of state land for an acre 
of Uintah and Ouray Indian Reservation land; Give 420 
acres to Utah National Guard for military use at Camp 
Williams.  Why should the federal government give up 
any of these lands?  But readers of this newsletter will 
spot a noteworthy omission from the list.  

UGLY.  Zounds!  It won’t be population or expansion of 
ski resorts that will do in the backcountry but engineers 
and inventors.  As if there aren’t enough threats to 
peace and quiet like helicopters and snowmobiles, 
there are some worrisome new products being 
marketed by Timbersled Products of Sand Point, Idaho. 
Check them out on the internet where there are lots 
scary videos to watch and listen to.  Machines in the 
hush and beauty of powder snow on slopes and forests 
have a hugely disproportionate impact on this much 
prized environment compared to a few people on cross 
country skis.  When will the assault of mechanization 
be brought under control? Wilderness designation 
could help, couldn’t it? 

The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly
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Timbersleds at large––terrorizing the woods.

The Wasatch Anti-Deprivation Society
By John Worlock, 

“Wasatch Environmental Update” 
delivered April 4, 2013 on KRCL 90.0 FM 

The expansionist tendencies of the Wasatch Ski 
Areas.  We are painfully aware of the fact that 
if they were not controlled and limited, they 
would expand until their boundaries touched, 
and there would be no more territory for those 
who prefer the freedom and the quiet of the 
uncommercialized back country.

We have begun to think of the ski resorts as 
what we will call the Wasatch Anti-Deprivation 
Society.  Their arguments in favor of expansion of 
territory and facilities are more and more couched 
in the language of Anti-Deprivation:  They can’t 
bear to deprive their clients of the top-notch 
mountain experience that their expensive lift 
tickets have paid for.  We’ll 
give you some examples.

As if a beer and a burger 
at the top of the mountain 
was/were an important 
experience, Snowbird wants 
to build a huge restaurant 
complex at the top of 
Hidden Peak.  The absence 
of that culinary experience is 
portrayed as a deprivation.  
We personally have always 
been content with a burger 
at the bottom, never thinking 
that we’d been denied 
something important.  We’ve 
also never felt deprived of a 
heated mountaintop-viewing 
platform.  We’ve been 

content to take a few minutes to enjoy the view at 
the top of the lift.  But the language of Snowbird’s 
argument for the Hidden Peak structure suggests 
that they must provide better facilities, or face 
the accusation of not caring for the needs of their 
clients.

Similarly, the neighboring Alta Resort is in 
campaign mode to upgrade its facilities, with 
bigger and faster lifts, justified by providing 
a better skiing experience.  Remodeling and 
expansion of their on-mountain restaurants and a 
seasonal food and drink Yurt would, as they say, 
“enhance the mountain experience for our skiers.”   
Finally they would like to expand northward into 

Grizzly Gulch, with a lift 
that they claim will improve 
avalanche control, but 
would open new territory, 
visible from elsewhere in 
the resort.  Just imagine the 
skier, looking across at that 
virgin territory, expressing 
his feeling of deprivation, by 
asking, “why can’t I ski over 
there?”

A ski resort will have 
reach that exceeds its grasp, 
and that’s why we have rules 
and laws to limit that grasp 
within the public domain.

John Worlock
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Utah’s Real “Land Grab”
By Ty Markham

This article was published in the March 23, 2013 Salt Lake Tribune; reprinted by permission.

Ty Markham is a licensed psychologist, former teacher, current business owner, town council member, author of a 
“land-grab” petition, and a 2012 candidate for Utah House District 73. She lives in Torrey.

With a residence and business in southern Utah, 
I have a deep connection to our public lands, 

and not only because they serve as the anchor for my 
business and livelihood. The redrock deserts, canyons, 
towering cliffs and aspen-layered mountains are my 
soul’s way to transcend the weariness of everyday 
life.

So I’m not surprised that thousands of Utahns agree 
that our public lands are a valuable resource. Recent 
polling by Colorado College’s “State of the Rockies” 
project shows vast majorities support protection of 
our public lands. In Utah, 96 percent agree that public 
lands are essential to the state’s economy. When given 
the most up-to-date information on proposals to sell 
off public lands, 67 percent of Utahns are opposed.

These numbers make me wonder why many of our 
elected officials, including Gov. Gary Herbert, advocate 
the transfer to state ownership of up to 30 million 
acres of federally owned land in Utah. We’ve all heard 
proponents say, “Utah can do a better job of managing 
those lands,” or “It will benefit our kids through more 
funding for public education.”

But, frankly, if you believe those arguments I have 
some ocean front property in Utah to sell you.

First, it takes a lot of money to manage that amount 
of land. Federal agencies such as the Bureau of Land 
Management, U.S. Forest Service and National Park 
Service spend over $650 million a year to manage our 
public lands.

Second, our Legislature struggles to find the money 
just to manage our state parks. So how would Utah find 
the resources to properly manage another 30 million 
acres? We’d have to lease or sell to the highest bidder. 
Actually, the main proponents of this idea are fine with 
leasing or selling off the lands because their real agenda 
is to make those lands available for mineral extraction 
or for sale to private interests.

Think BIG real estate developers. Think land-
locked. Think polluted air, watersheds and aquifers. 
Think dwindling tourism. That’s when my business 
and all others like mine are harmed. That’s when we 
start having to lay off employees. That’s when Utah 
starts losing its home-grown tax revenue stream.

My brothers run cattle on their ranches in Texas, 
a land-locked state. They complain that Texas has no 
federal land for grazing cattle. And that they must travel 
to Utah to fish or hunt, or otherwise pay hundreds or 
thousands to do so on private land in their own state. 
How would we feel if our favorite spot in southern 
Utah were closed off with a sign that says “Private 
Property — No Trespassing — ABC Oil Exploration”?

Who’s promoting this idea? HB148, the Transfer of 
Public Lands Act, was shepherded through the Utah 

Legislature by Republican Rep. Ken Ivory. The name 
Ivory in Utah means real estate. The Senate sponsor, 
Republican Wayne Niederhauser — is also big in real 
estate. Then there’s Gov. Gary Herbert. The largest 
portion of his war chest comes from real estate and 
energy interests (dirty energy). So here’s the real “land 
grab”: private developers and tax-subsidized extractive 
industries spoiling our lands, air and watersheds, only 
to take their profits out of state.

Worse, Utah couldn’t benefit from any sell-off of 
the public lands. When title is transferred to a state, 
federal law requires that 95 percent of sales proceeds be 
returned to federal coffers. Utah taxpayers would bear 
all the costs, while the feds would retain the profits.

And sadly, as always, Utah schools get the short 
end of the stick.

		           © Copyright 2013 The Salt Lake Tribune.

Message Bill Gets Blasted 
For Its Unconstitutionality

On May 13 a federal judge issued and 
injunction that has, at least temporarily, put 
a stop to the enforcement of HB155 passed 
by the Utah State legislature in its recent 
session.  The law was intended to prohibit 
some Bureau of Land Management and Forest 
Service employees from enforcing state 
laws anywhere in Utah.  Federal employees 
convicted under HB155 would face a hefty 
$1,000 fine and 6 months in jail.

It should come as no surprise that HB155 
was sponsored by rep. Mike Noel, R-Kanab.  
It is also not surprising that the Justice 
Department argued that Congress has the 
authority to make laws governing federal 
lands and that the Utah Legislature does 
not have the power to overturn or supersede 
those laws.

At last count there were well over 200 
online comments on the Salt Lake Tribune 
coverage of this action, almost all of which 
lambasted the Utah law.  One of these is a 
gem: “The great thing about Utah is that it’s 
so close to America.”
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Here We Go Again!
Bishop’s Grand Bargain on Public Lands

by John Worlock

Socializing at the Lone Peak Wilderness Celebration

Above: Barbara Woody and 
Chauncey Hall at Lone Peak event. 
Right: Kathy Metcalf and friends. Photos by: Gavan Nelson

Here we go again!  Congressman Rob Bishop is 
recently on record as a willing partner in the 

creation of Congressionally Designated Wilderness 
in Utah.  This might be taken as a welcome message, 
as the good congressman is the current gate-keeper 
in Congress as Chairman of the House Subcommittee 
on National Parks, Forests and Public Lands.  During 
his tenure, Congress created exactly zero acres of 
new Wilderness. It was the most Wilderness-adverse 
Congress since the passage of the Wilderness Act in 
1964.

Congressman Bishop has sat, heavily, on 
Congressman Matheson’s bill, the Wasatch Wilderness 
and Watershed Protection Act, which would protect 
tens of thousands of acres in the mountains adjacent 
to the Salt Lake Valley from further commercial 
development, preserving the precious watershed and 
making those acres safe for the indigenous wildlife as 
well as foot-powered human visitors.  This bill would 
not reduce by one acre the total of Utah’s acreage that 
might be developed for mineral or energy extraction.  
Nor does it encompass any private holdings in the 
Wasatch.

Bishop is on record as saying that “there is some land 
that needs to be preserved and there’s nothing wrong 
with that.”  But then he goes on to say that “There’s 
also land that needs to be developed.”  He believes that 

developed and preserved lands can, as he says, “co-
exist.”   We’re suspicious of coexistence, as we envision 
proposed oil rigs on the borders of Wilderness Areas, 
and mining operations bordering the National Parks.

Congressman Bishop’s overture reminds us of 
an offer extended by an earlier congressman, maybe 
Bishop’s predecessor, expressing willingness to create 
some protected wilderness, but balanced by an equal 
acreage dedicated as some kind of federal reserve to 
development and extraction, and thus forever removed 
from the insatiable greed of preservationists.  One for 
one, and tit for tat.  That’s that.

But let’s not be too skeptical.  Perhaps a new spirit 
of openness and compromise has arisen.  Governor 
Herbert’s Coordinator for Public Lands is on record as 
being “weary of the struggle.”  

She should be warned that the environmental 
community, represented by such as Save Our Canyons, 
Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance, and the Wilderness 
Society, and are in no way weary, but rather energized, 
by the struggle. q
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Protect Wasatch Wilderness NOW!
Many members of the Utah Delegation don’t believe that protecting the Wasatch 

Mountains for purposes of our water quality and dispersed recreational opportunities 
is in the public interest. We need your help letting them know that in fact, over 90% 
of the local population wants to see no more development and infringement on the 

undeveloped areas of the Wasatch. Please take a moment, sign our petition, and help 
show our elected officials that protection of this range is good for the Wasatch, good 
for our communities, good for our economy and good public policy supported by a 

collaborative stakeholder effort. 

Go to: http://tinyurl.com/WasatchWildernessNOW 

Citizens’ Committee to Save Our Canyons
824 So. 400 West St.   Suite B-115
Salt Lake City, Utah 84101
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