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The Power of Volunteerism

Jamie Kent and Jenny Mcfarlane put their SkiLink
opposition to work in an extraordinary way. See p. 8-9.

Save Our Canyons is an
organization of citizen activists
“dedicated, since 1972,

to the beauty and wildness

of Wasatch canyons,
mountains, and foothills.”

Save Our Canyons

is the quarterly publication
of the Citizens” Committee
to Save Our Canyons

CONTENTS:
President’s Message.............. 2
Decisions for Wasatch........... 3
SOC’s 40th Birthday.............. 5
The Road to Wilderness ....... 6
A Staff Hike.....coooeevveuvenenne 7
Fight Ski Link Party .............. 9
Coalition Against SkiLink..10
Cardiff Fork......ccccoveeveniennne 11

Good, Bad, and Ugly ......... 12
Letter to the Governor........ 14

ALEXIS KELNER
Perennial Editor

GALE DICK
Associate Perennial
Editor




Not long ago, after presenting Save Our
Canyons a donation, a supporter of our
work said she was reluctant to display one of
our bumper stickers because she didn’t want to
be lumped with the “nimby group” aka “Not
In My Back Yard” —“I've got mine and don’t
want anybody or anything encroaching on it.”

We need to talk about this. Our history
belies this caricature.

Since Save Our Canyons is “dedicated to
preservation of the beauty and wildness of the
Wasatch canyons, mountains and foothills” it
follows that we are unusually preoccupied with
the impacts of land development and ski area
expansion plans since these are the main threats
to this beauty and wildness. Our goal is shared
by a large majority of the public.

This preoccupation, however, is not
doctrinaire nay-saying. Save Our Canyons led
the way to the 1978 congressional designation
of the Lone Peak Wilderness Area, Utah’s first
Wilderness and a much-treasured asset of the
Wasatch. This in turn led the way to the Lone
Peak, Mt. Olympus, Timpanogos and Nebo
wilderness areas in 1984. These were and
remain popular and valuable developments in
the protection of wildness and beauty in the
Wasatch.

Other positive and proactive SOC
accomplishments include significant impact
on the Salt Lake County Canyons master Plan
and the ordinances that brought the power
of law to bear on fulfilling the Master Plan’s
goals. We also pearheaded numerous successful
conservation easements to keep open space
in the Wasatch available to the public and
was successful in keeping Olympic venues off
our watershed. These accomplishments have
been achieved by working with the Forest
Service, local municipal, county and state
governments, the ski industry and other non-
profit organizations. We represent what every

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Not
Nimbys

Foll shows to be the overwhelming majority of
ocal residents who want to see strong controls
on development and ski area expansion in the
Wasatch.

Some of our work is, of course, in reaction
to emergencies. We find an illegal hut in a
roadless area and notify authorities in the
Forest Service. We challenge what we regard as
reckless granting of variances that permit the
building of a road up to the now languishing
Tavaci §evelopment at the mouth of Big
Cottonwood Canyon. We sue. Once an excited
woman called SOC from Bountiful reporting
that rats were pouring into town from the
foothills and wanted to know what we were
going to do about it. We couldn’t help.

Being against something is not, in itself, a
negative stance. Being against diabetes or heart
disease is not a bad thing. Working to reduce
air pollution is not knee jerk nimbyism. Efforts
to reduce homelessness and malnutrition are
not, in the infamous words of Spiro Agnew, the
undertaking of nattering nabobs of negativism.
To attain a public good, you often have to
attack a puElic menace.

So, Save Our Canyons does deplore and
fight against things but we work as hard as
we can to improve things. We’re not nattering
nabobs nor nimbys. — GALE Dick
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Community leaders listen to new proposals to “streamline” protections for the Wasatch.

Decision Making for the Wasatch

By Gale Dick

On November 2, 2012 a large group of community
leaders met at the Utah Museum of Natural
History to discuss Decision Making in the Wasatch
Region. This was the first such meeting ensuing from
Salt Lake City Mayor’s recent suggestions, sometimes
referred to as Wasatch Solutions, that there needs to
be a comprehensive plan addressing the multitude
of ongoing decisions that bear on the development,
preservation, watershed integrity and transportation
problems that hang over the Wasatch Range. As
communities on both the front
and back of the Wasatch Range
confront population growt%l,
severe traffic congestion and
a host of projected ski resort
related projects it has become
increasingly clear that piecemeal
decisions, in the absence of a
comprehensive vision of what
we want the Wasatch mountains
to look like during the next 100
years or more will be inadequate.

The meeting was broken into
two parts. The first part was
devoted to general comments
from members of a panel of local
leaders consisting of

Greg BeLy, Utah Lieutenant
Governor

Perer  CORROON,
County Mayor

Salt Lake
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S.L.C. Mayor Ralph Becker

RaLPH BECKER, Salt Lake City Mayor

MIKE ALLEGRA, Utah transit Authority General
Manager

DaNa WiLLiams, Park City Mayor

A1LAN MATHESON, Senior Environmental Advisor to
Utah Governor Gary Herbert

CHris RoBiNsON, County Commissioner, Summit
County

ANDREW GRUBER, WaASATCH FRONT REGIONAL COUNCIL.
Points emphasized in these
opening remarks included the
valuable asset of unbuilt public
lands, the importance of an
overarching plan for the whole
of the Wasatch, uniqueness of salt
Lake City’s unique combinations
of urban and alpine amenities,
quality of life assets. Also stressed
were the fact that it is crucial that
initiative for Wasatch planning
come from our local communities
wherein significant jurisdiction
is vested and the fact that traffic
access to the canyons has reached
its capacity.

The tenor of these remarks was
upbeat, idealistic and cooperative.
Specificprojectswerenotdiscussed
and the emphasis was on figuring
out how decisions be discussed
and conclusions reached. We
paused for a Kumbaya moment.
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Mike Allegra |

The second half of the meeting involved questions
from the participants of the meeting and the panel.
How could comprehensive planning be financed, who
will govern it, what is the time scale of the work? How
do we catch up with the myriad ambitious ongoing
plans that threaten the Wasatch right now? Should
there be a moratorium pending wider agreement on
planning goals? Thisidea was opposed by aspokesman
for the ski industry who explained that such a move
would be counterproductive in the very competitive
atmosphere there.

There was alarming talk about “environmental
streamlining”. Alarming because it is often shorthand
for “evading the requirements of the National
Environmental Policy Act.” One participant equated
such streamlines as “stupid faster”. Some of us were
uncomfortable about loose talk about amending the
Forest Management plan. Yes, it can easily beamended,

Andrew Gruber

ana Williams, P.C. Mayor

but in our experience such amendments have seldom
strengthened protections on open space, habitat
or watershed integrity. There was also a fuzziness
pervading the discussion that seemed to overlook the
fact that NEPA requirements for EIS studies apply only
to federal actions on federal lands. The state, counties
and municipalities face no such requirements.

The goal is a very good one and the need to reach
itis very great. Every mistake we make now will, like
the decision to put an interstate highway down Parleys
Canyon, be with us for generations. Compromise,
that rarity in today’s political world, will be essential.
Save Our Canyons will do everything it can to see this
project through to a good conclusion. We’ve done it
before and can do it again.

Kumbaya! Now roll up your sleeves. Q
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The Gang of Six listen to
Citizens’ concerns regarding
the ultimate fate of

the Wasatch Canyons
between Salt Lake

and Summit counties.

Left to right:

Jason Mathis, Downtown Alliance
Mike Allegra, U.T.A.

Dana Williams, Mayor, Park City
Chris Robinson, Summit County
Mayor Corroon, S.L.Co. Mayor
Ralph Becker, S.L.C. Mayor.
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Save Our Canyons Celebrates 40 Years

By Tom Wharton, The Salt Lake Tribune
(Copyrighted, Salt Lake Tribune)

ho knew that famed French skier Jean-Claude

Killy played a role in the founding of the
environmental group Save Our Canyons in the early
1970s?

Gale Dick, a University of Utah professor who
founded the organization in 1972 with photographer
and author Alexis Kelner and Salt Lake County
resident Floyd Sweat, said his encounter with Killy
occurred on a backcountry ski tour near the top of
Little Cottonwood Canyon in the early 1970s that
culminated at Gad Valley.

As Dick prepared to ski down a pristine powder
run, he saw a man at the bottom frantically waving his
arms and telling him not to ski there. Figuring there
was an avalanche problem of some sort, Dick and his
party skied down some cruddy snow, only to find out
that Killy was doing a promo for the new Snowbird
ski resort and the camera people wanted the pristine
slope for their own.

“That dramatized in one great moment what was
coming,” recalled Dick, now 86 but still active in Save
Our Canyons.

Thus, an organization with a current mailing list
of about 2,000 members and a full-time staff of three
began.

Save Our Canyons’ mission statement is to “protect
the wildness and beauty of the Wasatch Mountains,
canyons and foothills” and, with the serious Dick

and humorous Kelner often providing the volunteer
passion, it has become a serious player in local
issues.

Kelner, now 74, said shortly after the Killy incident,
a few volunteers met at his house. Denver was in the
process of kicking out the Olympics as the group had
a silk-screening session making an initial batch of its
iconic green and white “Save Our Canyons” bumper
stickers.

“We did a lot of this stuff out of our own pockets,”
said Kelner. “We purchased a printing press to save
costs. I had to learn how to operate it. It’s still in my
basement, if anyone would care to buy it.”

Kelner has always had a keen sense of humor. Since
fighting Snowbird’s building of condos and a huge
resort in Little Cottonwood Canyon was a galvanizing
moment for the fledgling group, he couldn’t resist
parodying one of the resort’s initial promotional
billboards. It featured a huge gorilla stomping over
the mountains.

“What a nice antidevelopment poster that would
be,” thought Kelner, who produced a Save Our
Canyons poster with the gorilla sporting a giant
dollar sign instead of the Snowbird logo on its C%est.
Carl Fisher, now the executive director of Save Our
Canyons, still has a preserved copy of that iconic
poster.

Looking over the past 40 years, Kelner and Dick feel

Alexis Kelner, left, and Gale Dick at the beginning of their environmental activism
during the mid-1960s.
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as though their efforts have resulted in successes and
failures. They list successes as helping to get Lone Peak
designated as Utah'’s first wilderness area, working
to get other Wasatch wilderness areas preserved in
a 1984 bill, keeping 2002 Winter Olympic venues out
of the Cottonwood Canyons, the passage of the 1989
Wasatch Canyons master plan, the elimination of
commercial flight paths over much of the range and
Salt Lake County dropping all RS2477 road claims.
But there were failures as well. Dick said the worst
was the Snowbasin land trade, which he called a far
worse Olympic scandal than the charges Salt Lake
used bribery to obtain the bid. The ugly Tavaci road
at the mouth of Big Cottonwood Canyon was another,
as was the approval of a yet-to-be-built Hidden Peak
conference center by Snowbird. The group is also not
happy that federal environmental laws have been

applied to only individual projects in the canyons,
without looking at the cumulative effects.

Many of these issues have returned as the group
celebrates its 40th year.

“A lot of them are coming to a culmination,” said
Fisher. “Forty years of work is all taking place right
now, with everything on the table. Nothing seems to
have gone away. We're talking about Interconnect, ski
resort expansion, Hidden Peak, Tavaci, county master
plans and wilderness. We're facing it all at once, and
we haven't figured out if that is a good or bad thing.”

Dick is convinced that the reason Save Our Canyons
has enjoyed some success is that there is huge sup}lzlort
among valley residents for preserving the Wasatch in
as wild a form as possible.
wharton@sltrib.com  Twitter: @tribtomwharton

September is National Wilderness Month. In
his proclamation of Wilderness Month, the
president urged us all to get out and take a
look at some wilderness. We don't find that

a difficult task, as we can see parts of three
wilderness areas from the Salt Lake Valley. We
have to look harder and travel some to see all
of the 26,000 acres of potential wilderness in
the Wasatch proposed in federal legislation
awaiting Congressional action. Next time,
before you go up one of the central Wasatch
Canyons, take a moment to visit the website
of Save Our Canyons and dig up the map that
illustrates that proposal. Then go up and take
a look at some future wilderness.

During this wilderness month, we celebrate
the life of one Howard Zahniser, the man
generally known as the
Father of the Wilderness
Act. Zahniser spent his early
years as a writer on wildlife
issues for various branches
of the federal government.
He became involved with
the Wilderness Society, a
non-profit advocacy group,
upon its founding in 1935,
but joined it as Executive
Director ten years later.
From that position, he led
the protracted and successful
effort to discourage the
Bureau of Reclamation from
building a dam on the Green
River within the Dinosaur
National Monument.

Wilderness and Howard Zahniser

Immediately, then, in 1955, he set himself
to the task of providing the nation with
a comprehensive law that would allow
designation of permanent wilderness areas
that were to be protected in perpetuity.
Already there were wildernesses, but their
permanence was subject to the whims of the
agencies that had created them. That was not
good enough.

Zahniser’s first draft of the Wilderness
Act, in 1956, was immediately opposed not
only by the timber, mining and agricultural
interests, but also by the National Park Service
and the Forest Service. Zahniser, accustomed
to lengthy campaigns, persevered, eventually
writing 66 more drafts of his law and
attending 18 congressional hearings.

His memorable phrase,
wilderness is “recognized as
an area where the earth and its
community are untrammeled
by man, where man himself is
a visitor who does not remain,”
survived all amendments, and
still inspires the administration
of the Wilderness Act, signed
into law on September 3, 1964.

By John Worlock, SOC Trustee

Howard Zahniser
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Beaver pond on Willow Heights trail.

A Staff Hike to Willow Heights

By Jennifer Kecor

It was that time of year again, the end of September,
when the Save Our Canyons staff convenes for Staff
Retreat. Once a year, this represents a moment when
the daily to-dos of the office are put on hold, while
we contemplate and discuss the mission of Save Our
Canyons. It's a chance for use to plan for the next year
and to reflect on our roles as staff. This year, we were
lucky to be able to escape into the Wasatch, up Big
Cottonwood Canyon to enjoy the changing season in
all its splendor. We spent a t}éw days tucked away in
a Silver Fork Cabin, graciously offered up by one of
our members. Between all the pressures facing the
Wasatch it’s been an overwhelming year for Save Our
Canyons and this escape was a welcome delight.

After some morning coffee, Carl, Havilah, and I
decided to head out to get some fresh air and to clear
our minds before delving into staff retreat business.
The fresh air was cool and crisp and we made our
way towards the Willow Heights area. Being up in
the Wasatch was so fitting, considering this is the very
place we are aiming to protect. Currently Willow
Heights is at the very center of the SkiLink proposal,
which we are fighting to stop.

At first we made our way through the Silver
Fork enclave until we came upon the trail, which
was, lined with quaking aspens, spruce and fir trees.
Continuing on up the trail we had views over to the
north facing side of the canyon, overlooking Solitude

WWW.Saveourcanyons.org

Ski Resort where SkiLink would end. It wasn’t far
before we eventually came out into an expansive
clearing surrounded by stands of aspen, golden in
the autumn sunlight. The Willow Heights drainage
belonged to us at that moment. As we stood there
taking the views in, SkiLink was not far from our
thoughts. Breathtaking was all I could think of as
we started taking pictures with our camera phones
of the landscape that surrounded us. We collectively
wondered and could only imagine what impacts
SkiLink would have on this prized place.

We concluded our hike with a brief break at Willow
Heights Lake. Imade my way down to the edge of the
lake and sat down overlooking the calm water and
relished the pristine expanse of the Willow Heights
drainage. As I relaxed there in this place I pondered
many things. One of the many reasons I work for
Save Our Canyons is to simply protect places in the
Wasatch for the sake of protecting them for their
intrinsic value. The Wasatch is something beautiful
to behold and simply knowing that Willow Heights
exists in its natural state makes my heart skip a beat.
I hoped at that moment that our campaign to stop
SkiLink would be successful. As we made our wa
back, I had a renewed sense of commitment towards
fighting SkiLink and protecting what is left of beauty
and wildness of the Wasatch. 0
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Massive Fund Raiser
Helps

Save Our Canyons
Fight SkiLink

In September of this year, Save Our Canyons was
approached by two of our members, Jamie Kent and
Jenny Macfarlane. They were interested in the work
that we were doing to stop SkiLink and wanted to get
more involved. Specifically, they were interested in
helping us raise some money for that campaign. The
staff, being overwhelmed with the tasks associated
with keeping up with that campaign (as well as all
the other campaigns and issues we were working on),
jumped for joy when they offered to put on an event
that would benefit our organization and help us in
our efforts to protect the Wasatch.

The Stop SkiLink Now fundraiser that was held on
Friday, November 2nd at Caterina in Salt Lake was
one of the most successful events in our organization’s
history. The event was attended by nearly 300 people
and through ticket sales and an incredible silent
auction, brought in over $35,000 to support our work!

In addition to the financial benefit, the event also
provided us the opportunity to communicate our
mission to a new audience and to connect with new
business supporters. The tireless efforts and dedication
of Jamie and Jenny made this event possible. The
impact that these two individuals and a few of their
friends had on Save Our Canyons is amazing and we
absolutely cannot thank them enough for their time,
energy, and passion.

A sincere and heartfelt thanks to those that
attended and those that donated to the event. It was a
tremendous success and we truly appreciate all of you
for helping us raise money and awareness to help us
achieve our mission and goals of protecting the beauty
and wildness of the Wasatch!

Save Our Canyons, November, 2012 9



Over 100 Businesses Join the Coalition to Stop SkiLink

Earlier this year SOC embarked on a mission to get 25 businesses to sign up in opposition to SkiLink. We worked
t(%gel;clher ’ii) tormulate an email & petition, asking businesses and local leaders to sign on in opposition to the idea
of SkiLink.

In the first week of reaching out, we had 40 businesses, leaving our goal of 25 in the dust. Then, under the
leadership of Black Diamond CEO Peter Metcalf, who caught wind of the effort and put us in touch with other
outdoor companies, the list quickly grew to include some of the most reputable outdoor brands in the world, all
united in an effort to protect the Wasatch Mountains.

Below is a list of companies who have ]]oined. If you have a business or know of a leader that needs to be on
this list, have them get in touch with Carl Fisher (carl@saveourcanyons.org) or John Johnson (john@synergyfa.

com).

Outdoor Companies

Armada Ski Company

Backbone Media

Black Diamond

Bluehouse Skis

Burton

Camelbak

Camofire

Discrete Headwear

DPS

Eastern Mountain Sports

Gear Cartel

Gear Talk Inc

Gregory Mountain Products

IBEX

International Mountain
Equipment (IME)

Jones Snowboards

La Sportiva

Lone Peak Packs

Mountain Hardwear

Pagan Mountaineering

Panda Poles

Patagonia

Petzl America

POC Sports

Prana

Ruta Locura

Soul Poles

Thompson Manufacturing

Titanium Goat

Vertical Solutions

Voile

Wasatch Touring

Western Rivers Flyfisher

Wild Rose Mountain Sports

Local /Utah Businesses
Alpine Appraisal LLC
Alta Lodge

Angela Delao, Pediatrician
Arete Construction

Back in Motion Chiro

BFG Construction

Big Mountain Ranch

Blue Sky Consulting, LLC

Cinnibar Investment Properties
LLC

DiJon Incorporated

Frank Granato Importing

G Brad Lewis Photo

Grand County Law and Justice
Center

GreenWay Painting, LLC

HIGHER Ground Landscaping

Howie Garber Photography

InStar Solutions, Inc.

Intermountain Guitar and Banjo

Jeff Bell, LCSW

Jim Struve, LCSW

John O. Johnson Financial
Advisors

John Rice Construction

KP2 Architects

Law Office of Michael J. Langford
P.C.

Lone Peak Dermatology

Massage by Jenni, LLC

Men’s Health Center

Mt. Olympus OBGYN

Personal Tree Care

The Porcupine Pub

PowderDawgz

Powderwhore Productions

Quality Building & Renovation

R.D. Build Construction

Radius Engineering

Random Projects

Red Rock Counseling and
Education, LLC

Salt Lake Organics

Salt Lake Investment Real Estate
Co.

Shallow Shaft Restaurant

Shindurling Consulting, LLC

Solutions for Business

Development

Suzi’s Studio

The Dodo Restaurant

The Front Climbing Club

The Green Element

Wasatch Tours Publishing Co.

Waterwise Design and Landscape

Organizations
Friends of Alta

Protect Our Winters

Salt Lake Climbers Alliance

Save Our Canyons

Southern Utah Wilderness
Alliance

The Conservation Alliance

The Wilderness Society

Utah Chapter, Sierra Club

Utah Physicians for a Healthy
Environment

Utah Rivers Council

Utahns for Better Transportation

Wasatch Mountain Club

Winter Wildlands Alliance

Individuals

Former State Senator
Scott Howell

Peter and Kathleen Metcalf

Rick Reese, Author

Salt Lake County Councilman
Arlyn Bradshaw

Salt Lake County Councilman
Jim Bradley

Salt Lake County Councilwoman
Jani Iwamoto

Salt Lake County Mayor
Peter Corroon

Salt Lake City Mayor
Ralph Becker

Todd Stewart, Author

Utah State Representative
David Litvack

Utah State Representative
Joel Briscoe

Utah State Representative
Mark Wheatley

Utah State Representative
Patrice Arent

Utah State Senator and County

Mayor-Elect Ben McAdams

Words and photography by
Stephen Trimble

Boulder Mountain Lodge (UT)
Butch Adams Photography INC
Channel Signal

Chiropractic Works of Park City

Western Investment
Xeriscape Design
Zircon Properties
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Respecting Property Rights
in Cardiff Fork
is Good for All of Us

By Will McCarvill, Wasatch Mountain Club

Recentlgl, ]]:Drivate roperty was vandalized in
Cardiff Fork, which is up Big Cottonwood
Canyon. Cardiff Fork contains Doughnut Falls in
its lower reaches and is bounded on the West by
Kessler Peak. The upper part of the canyon opens
to series of bowls and ridges that are appealing to
hikers and back country skiers and snowshoers.
The vandalism may be an unfortunate outcome
of the fork being opened to the public. It was
opened through an agreement struck between the
Forest Service and the Cardiff Canyon Owners
Association (CCOA) which among other things
allows the public to travel on the main canyon
road where it crosses private land as well as some
additional up canyon roads. This is a big step in
terms of reducing conflicts between backcountry
users and private landowners. However, public
users may notunderstand that private landowners
have aright toaccess and use their property within
current galt Lake County zoning ordinances and
Forest Service policies.

This agreement came about in spite of years
of unpleasant encounters between landowners
using four wheelers and skimobiles to access
their property and skiers and hikers who wanted
to enjoy the beautiful terrain in the upper bowls.
There 1s plenty of blame to spread around for
these past encounters and it looked as if years of
friction had hardened positions such that legal
public access was just a dream.

The agreement, called a Special Use Permit
(SUP), has a three-year trial period followed by
another seven yearsif all partieslive up to the spirit
of the agreement. Although not an explicit signer
of the SUP, the public is also required to live up to
the spirit of the agreement if access is to continue.
This includes staying on roads where it crosses

WWWw.saveourcanyons.org

private property where allowed by the SUP, not
trespassing on other private property beyond the
roads, and accepting that the land owners have a
right to drive motorized vehicles along the road
to reach their property both summer and winter.
They are also allowed to drive vehicles within the
boundaries of their property.

If destruction of private property continues,
as well as unpleasant encounters, there is little
reward for owners to extend the SUP past the
initial three-year period, which would close the
canyon again to public enjoyment. In places,
private parcels occupy almost the entire bottom of
the canyon including the main road. Landowners
could post no trespassing signs on the property
and prevent the public from crossing it effectively
blocking the canyon again. In addition, access to
wonderful destinations such as Kessler Peak itself
would also cease since it, like many others, is on
private land.

Hard feelings and history are hard to change.
But all users should work towards keeping this
beautiful canyon open to the public. All parties
need tobe Civi%]and respectful and private property
must not be vandalized. Better information is
needed at the point where the public accesses
the road. A map of the many roads in the upper
canyon along with private parcels should clearly
show the public where it can and cannot go. The
public needs to be informed to expect motorized
vehicles on the road as well as on private property.
‘No trespassing’ signs on private property must
accurately define the limits of the property. It has
taken years to see public use resume in Cardiff;
I'd like to see the SUP go for the whole 10 years,
and beyond. U
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A new controversy in the Grand Canyon. Can Arizona “outcrazy” Utah with respect to state

takeover of public lands, air, water, minerals, wildlife, and other natural resources.

The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly

GOOD. Happy news for this October. The United
States Supreme Court has upheld the Roadless Rule,
protecting 58.5 million acres of Forest Service land
from most logging and road construction. It was first
promulgated in 2001 after a 3-year process in which
1,562,000 public comments in its support had been
gathered from around the United States. Needless
to say mining interests, states rights enthusiasts and
ORV groups challenged the rule leading to a decade
of litigation in federal courts. Their objections were
heard, considered and rejected once and for all by the
Supreme Court. It's important to relish victories such
as this since they seem so rare and precious.

GOOD. Save Our Canyons and our allies have
succeeded in making the controversial SkiLink
proposal into a hot political issue. Candidates for
congress, Salt Lake County council and mayor have
all been forced to answer voters’ questions on this
increasingly toxic project. It has become a sort of
Eolitical litmus test. And that is good. SOC has to

ave a strong and informed voice playing a part in
significant local and national issues that affect the
Wasatch.

12 Save Our Canyons, November, 2012

GOOD. Perhaps, but keep alert! The Utah
Olympic Exploratory Committee has unanimously
recommended that Salt Lake City pursue a bid for the
2026 Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games, should
the USOC decide to submit a Winter Games bid The
committee’s report points to the success of our 2002
games and to the enhancement of public transportation
spurred by hosting the games. It views private funding
rather than state tax money as a viable future option
and envisions a more “compact” (venue proximity,
better transportation and shorter travel times) games
scenario. These are good ideas. Eternal vigilance,
however, is the watchword when dealing with the
International Olympic Committee. How would
hosting the games fit in with solving the problems
of SLC’s future growth? Would undue and harmful
pressure on SLC’s watershed be brought to bear?
Would there be an effort to push for interconnection
of resorts under the guise of Olympic necessity?

BAD. Arizona’s November 6 ballot includes an
amendment to the Arizona State Consitution that
proposes a state takeover take over Grand Canyon
National Park. The amendment would go further
stating “The state of Arizona declares its sovereign and

WWWw.saveourcanyons.org



exclusive authority and jurisdiction over the air, water,
public lands, minerals, wildlife and other natural
resources within its boundaries except for territory
established as Indian reservations by the government
of the United States” and land the state ceded to the
federal government.” Arizona’s Republican governor,
Jan Brewer, vetoed an earlier measure demanding the
titles to federal lands and outlining procedures for
selling them off to private owners so tEe amendment
would seem to face considerable controversy. It would
be a very bad thing. “Johnny Deep” posted a blog on
the Salt Lake Tribune’s web site saying, “Hey, Arizona
can outcrazy Utah. A tough task, but just you wait
and see.”

UGLY. The squabble between Park City Mountain
Resort and Talisker Corporation continues. Park City
leases about 2,800 of its 3,300 acres of ski terrain from
Talisker. Talisker wants to renegotiate the terms of
that lease. Lease negotiations broke off March 9, when
PCMR filed suit stating it had met the conditions for a
lease extension as outlined in the original agreement.
The action seeks $7 million in compensatory damages
and demands a jury trial. The battle in the courts
continues. It's hard to see what’s going on inside the
scrimmage but it doesn’t appear that the Talisker is
making any more friends with its neighbors than it
has managed to do in connection with SkiLink.

UGLY Another horrendous gondola! A group calling
itself Confluence Partners LLC is proposing a gondola
down the Grand Canyon to an elevated “Riverwalk”
near the confluence of the Colorado and Little
Colorado rivers. It would be called Grand Canyon
Escalade. If you have ever had the good luck to visit
this place you will be steaming over this proposal.
The confluence is one of those truly magical places, an
usually blue stream flowing into tﬁe mighty Colorado
where you can float along with the current in the warm
stream. Commercialization can destroy its beauty and
wildness. Another sacrilege.

UGLY From the point of view of Hindu holy men, an
American hotel developer’s plan to build a ski resort in
the Himalayas in the Indian state of Himachal Pradesh.
Their’s were not the only voices objecting to the project
during the long drawn out 7-year process attempting
to get approval for this resort. Some landowners
complained that the developers had underpaid them
for land sold. After centuries of colonial past, Indians
remain distrustful of overseas businesses. It's been
frustrating in the extreme for the would-be developer.
Gtill, a little divine intervention would be welcome
these days in the Wasatch, wouldn’t it? Q

WWW.Saveourcanyons.org
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New controversy at confluence of Colorado and Little

Colorado rivers.

Ski resort in the Himalayas?
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n ® Black Diamond Equipment, Ltd
(‘ BIGCk Dlamond 2084 East 3900 South
Salt Lake City, UT 84124
p: 801.278.5552

f: 801.278.5544

www.BlackDiamondEquipment.com

November 7, 2012

Utah Governor Gary Herbert
Utah State Capitol Complex

350 North State Street, Suite 200
Salt Lake City, UT 84114

Dear Governor Herbert,

As a broad coalition of political, recreation, business and conservation leaders
concerned with the future of wild lands in Utah, we are writing to express our opposition
to a troublesome proposal taking place here in the Wasatch Mountains. Last October,
the Utah Delegation (sans Rep. Jim Matheson) introduced legislation (HR 3452 and S
1883) to call for the development of 30.3 acres of USFS Inventoried Roadless lands for
the implementation of a project now known as SkiLink.

Salt Lake City Mayor Ralph Becker and his Watershed Management team, the US
Forest Service, Salt Lake County Mayor Peter Corroon, State Legislators, Utah Outdoor
Industry companies, local businesses, environmental and recreation groups have all
expressed deep concerns about what this project would do to one of the most heavily
used National Forests in the United States and the precedent which it would set for
other public lands, both locally and across the entire country. Additionally, the majority
of your constituents, visitors and tourists oppose this proposal citing it as nothing more
than a land grab, a privatization of the public domains that have put Salt Lake City on
the map. Envision Utah did a survey in 2009 and 2010 of 16,000 Salt Lake County
residents and asked about the future of the mountain range. The survey showed that
94% of the respondents said they didn’t want any ski-resort expansions.

Winter sports are part of the reason so many businesses and families make Utah their
home. The Wasatch Mountains possess easy access to ski resorts and pristine
backcountry and are unmatched in their beauty and wilderness. Businesses and
families also come to Utah for the other seasons of recreational access such as
climbing, hiking, biking, bird watching, camping, picnicking, photography and running.
These activities are so important to our quality of life in Utah but also positively impact
local businesses, whether part of the outdoor industry or part of the Utah economy.

As part of a 2006 Report published by the Outdoor Industry Foundation, active outdoor
recreation in Utah contributes:

% $5.8 Billion annually to Utah’s economy
* Supports 65,000 jobs in Utah

* Generates nearly $300 million in annual tax revenues
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x* Produces approximately $4 Billion in retail sales and services
accounting for 5% of Utah’s Gross State Product
Ski resorts make up but a very modest percent of these revenue numbers. This huge
economic contributor comes from a diverse recreation portfolio that is becoming
increasingly important to the State of Utah. The State motto, “Life Elevated,” is
- testament to the importance of the unique landscapes that foster these recreational
-.experiences that fuel visitation to this state. Any wise investor knows diversifying your
investments is the most sound, profitable choice. Why are you putting all our resources
and political clout into a closed door, single use proposal such as SkiLink that
diminished other equally important recreation sectors as well as watershed?

We urge you to withdraw and/or oppose this one-sided and undemocratic legislation as
it upsets the balance, the quality of public lands that we have here. Nowhere else in the
nation, can you find a city the caliber of Salt Lake juxtaposed with the inspiring

- recreational amenity such as the Wasatch Mountains. We do support improvements to
access and transportation, worthy of discussion, but not at the expense of some of the
most intensely used and easily accessible pristine backcountry, recreational lands and
watershed in the state.

We urge you to Stop SkiLink, look at the region comprehensively and plan for real future
growth. If done openly, honestly, and rationally both future populations and all economic
interests will prosper and benefit from the leadership we show today.

Sincerely,
Black Di

ond, Inc.

eter Metcalf
President, CEO & Co-Founder

On behalf of over 100 Utah and National
Leading Ski, Snowboard & Outdoor
Companies as well as user groups and
Conservation groups
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We and the Wasatch foothills, canyons, and mountains
need your help.

Please make a tax deductible contribution to
Save Our Canyons
to help our effort at their preservation.

You can use the enclosed envelope or go to our website
WWW.SAVEOUrcanyons.org
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