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The Winter of Our Discontent
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Executive  Director’s 
Message 

Rob Bishop’s 
Hypocracy

This article, in a slightly different form, appeared in the 
Salt Lake Tribune on May 5, 2012. It is printed here by 
permission of the publisher.

On April 15, 2012, President Obama utilized 
the Antiquities Act to protect nearly 15,000 

acres in California by designating it a National 
Monument. While, you might be wondering, 
why is Save Our Canyons commenting on the 
protection of lands thousands of miles from 
where their interests lie, what caught our interest 
was a diatribe posted on Congressman Rob 
Bishop’s website, lambasting the President’s and 
former Presidents’ use of the Antiquities Act. Rep. 
Bishop goes on to say: 

  “If national monuments are welcomed 
additions to the state and surrounding 
communities then they should have no 
problem passing in congress on their own 
merits.  There must be greater oversight in 
this process to ensure that the Antiquities Act 
is not being misused as a tool to unilaterally 
lock up lands from multiple use without the 
state’s consent.  I remain very concerned that 
without greater congressional oversight, the 
Antiquities Act will continue to enable the 
President to make new land designations 
without total transparency and public input.”  
 We find it ironic that Congressman Bishop 

calls for “total transparency and public input” 
when just a few short months ago he introduced 
HR 3452, The Wasatch Range Recreational 
Enhancement Act, without the support of the 
Congressman who represents the area which 
he is requiring the USFS to dispose of, without 
the support of the Mayor of the county where 
the lands reside, without the support of the 
Mayor whose city is congressionally required 
to manage the area for culinary drinking water 
of over 600,000 people, and without engaging 
the public what so ever in the process. In the 

same release Rep. Bishop accuses the president 
of circumventing congress by utilizing the 
Antiquities Act. At the same time Rep. Bishop, 
Talisker, the Canyons Resort and Solitude 
Mountain Resort circumvented public processes 
by introducing HR3452, rather than going 
through the normal public planning processes 
(NEPA and Forest Planning) or participating in 
ongoing local discussions regarding mountain 
transportation. 

Additionally, Rep. Bishop says that if projects 
are supported locally, that they should have no 
problem passing Congress. Well then, Mr. Bishop, 
look no further than the Wasatch Wilderness and 
Watershed Protection Act (HR 4267), a piece of 
legislation that is supported by a vast stakeholder 
process inclusive of local government officials, 
local business, the ski industry, watershed 
managers and local communities. Public open 
houses have been held; local newspapers have 
cheered the bill’s introduction as a much needed 
piece of legislation. Both Salt Lake County and 
Salt Lake City Mayors and local watershed 
managers support the legislation. We have local 
support, including that of Snowbird Ski Resort. 
If Congress is chomping at the bit to pass things 
on their own merits, the Wasatch Wilderness 
and Watershed Protection Act is awaiting your 
action. Unfortunately, Rep. Bishop has chosen to 
put the lands identified by the public and local 
leaders on the chopping block for development 
over conservation.

The inability of Congress to pass broadly 
supported public lands protection bills, fostered 
by honest, transparent and inclusive processes 
leave the public with little choice but to start 
looking to the Executive Branch in hopes they 
will protect our National Treasures by utilizing 
the Antiquities Act. –– Carl Fisher
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SkiLink, a Replay of Utah’s
Greatest Olympics Scandal?

By Alexis Kelner, SOC’s Co-founder and Trustee

(This article is a condensation of one written for S.O.C. during 
Utah’s bid to host the 2002 Winter Games. Note the similarities 
in the devious  processes utilized by Olympics promoters, land 
developers, and Congressional representatives). 

When first discovered by the Mormon pioneers, the area 
east of Ogden known as Snow Basin was described as 
“nature’s paradise,” a “verdant mountain basin of lush 
grass, a clear flowing stream, wildlife, and towering 
fir trees.” Due to overgrazing over the years, this land 
area had degenerated to where it posed a flood and 
water pollution hazard to the populated valley below.
In 1936 Ogden’s civic leaders determined that the Basin 
desperately needed rehabilitation and ordained the 
U.S. Forest Service to do the work. Through purchases 
and condemnation, Ogden obtained more than 2,000 
acres of privately-owned land that it deeded to the 
Forest Service; nearly 1,000 additional acres, purchased 
by local civic clubs, were also deeded. 
In 1940 Ogden City installed a rope tow in the Basin for 
use by local skiers. The Forest Service erected a public 
shelter in 1944. Two years later the City’s Recreation 
Dept. installed a “mile-long chairlift” and the state 
paved an access roadway. Ogden City sold it’s ski 
operation in 1957.  In subsequent years several owners 
added new lifts and other amenities.  

Earl Holding, owner of Sinclair Oil Co., Sun Valley 
ski resort, and other businesses, acquired the Basin ski 
operation as well as an adjacent 7000 acre property.  
But that wasn’t enough land for Earl Holding.

About a year after the purchase, he approached the 
Supervisor of the Wasatch-Cache National Forest with 
a proposal to obtain an additional 2500 acres of Forest 
land in, and near,  the Basin’s base area. The proposed 
means of acquisition would be a land exchange with 
the Forest Service.
“As managers of these national forest lands,” Forest 
Supervisor Art Carroll responded, “we feel it would 
not be prudent on our part, nor within the scope of 
our authority, to support the exchange of National 
Forest lands for commercial real estate development 
other than that needed for downhill skiing.” Carroll 
suggested Holding narrow his request to less than 200 
acres. 
Holding requested 1320 acres instead.  Noting 
that Holding’s company already owned 7000 acres 
immediately adjacent to ski runs Carroll’s successor 
Dale Bosworth authorized a trade of 220 acres. He 
stated that he could not “in good conscience” dispose 
of public land for real estate development. 

During the late 1980’s, Salt Lake’s Olympics bid 
organizers had proposed Snow Basin as the site for 
major downhill and Super-G competitions. 
In August, 1994 the Olympics bid committee adopted a 
three paragraph statement regarding “special interest 
projects.” The statement urged “all proponents of 
private projects” to “refrain from asserting” that such 
projects would assist the Committee in either being 
selected “to host, or in actually hosting, the Olympic 
Winter Games.” In June, 1995 the International 
Olympics Committee laid the task of hosting the 2002 
Winter Games on Salt Lake City.
The Forest Service initiated a rigorous environmental 
evaluation of the games’ possible effects on the 
Basin’s terrain. “Then we returned in September,” 
Undersecretary of the Dept. of Agriculture Jim Lyons 
recalled, “and legislation had been introduced to move 
the exchange forward. . . it dealt with 1400 plus acres.” 
The man behind the bill to mandate the exchange was 
Utah’s Congressman James Hansen.
Hansen’s bill, The Snow Basin Land Exchange Act of 
1995 was formally introduced on Sept. 27, 1995.  A 
Congressional hearing was scheduled for the following 
day. Only proponents of the exchange were notified of 
the hearing (sufficiently in  advance to enable booking 
of flights, etc.) and only proponents were invited to 
testify.
Reading from a prepared statement, Chairman 
of Salt Lake Olympics Organizing Committee, 
G. Frank Joklik, stated that construction of base 
facilities required completion of a land trade.  (Joklik 
resigned his chairmanship during the housecleaning 
following media revelations of Olympics bribery.  He 
characterized bribes to wealthy Olympic officials and 
relatives as “humanitarian aid.”) Hansen’s bill sailed 
through his subcommittee on a unanimous voice vote.
On Oct. 31 Senator Orrin Hatch rose to introduce 
an identically titled Senate version of the bill. At 
another “proponents only” hearing (before a Senate 
subcommittee) ex-Senator Jake Garn, Sen. Hatch, Frank 
Joklik, Snow Basin’s Wallace Huffman, and several 
others used the Olympics to justify the exchange.
 
Early in 1996, as Earl Holding channeled contributions 
to political supporters of the exchange, opposition 
was growing both in Congress, in the Administration, 
and among residents of Utah. To reinforce the notion 
that the land exchange was necessary for hosting the 
Olympics, Hansen re-titled his bill as The Utah Winter 
Olympics Facilitation Act.
But was the land exchange really necessary for the 
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successful hosting of the Games?
In a letter to the Deseret News, Howard Peterson, a 
member of the U.S. Olympic committee’s Site Selection 
Team that had evaluated Salt Lake’s bid, expressed 
concern that Utah’s residents were being misled: “It 
was made clear to us that no land swap or other similar 
venture was necessary to stage the games.” Hansen, 
et.al. attached his controversial bill to an omnibus 
National Parks Funding package that was virtually 
veto proof.  President Clinton signed the bill on Nov. 
12, 1996.
A few days before it became law, Grey Reynolds, the 
high Forest Service official who had pushed the land 
exchange through Congress retired from the service;  a 
week later he became General Manager of Snow Basin. 
Due to this special interest legislation Holding had 
acquired 1,377 acres of prime wildlife habitat, meadows, 
and rolling forests for $3,000 per acre!  Similar terrain 
at the base of other ski areas had sold for $30,000 to 
$40,000 per acre.

Except for a few articles, such as Mike Gorrell’s Salt Lake 
Tribune piece titled Swap or Steal? or Jack Andersons’ 
nationally syndicated Utah Up In Arms Over Olympics 
Snow Job, most investigative journalism occurred after 

the fact.  Outdoor Life criticized western land trades, 
using Snow Basin as an example. In autumn, 1998 
Seattle Times published the series Trading Away the 
West. Snow Basin was a major example. In July, 2000 
the General Accounting Office of Congress reported 
that  the federal government had lost millions of dollars 
from land exchanges. Sen. John McCain (R-Arizona) 
urged every American to read Snow Job, a major article 
by Pulitzer Prize winners D.J. Barlett and J.B. Steele 
published in Sports Illustrated. The authors exposed 
the Snow Basin Land deal and other Olympics related 
windfalls to already wealthy area businessmen. 
Standing before the U.S. Senate, Sen. McCain  called 
for a federal investigation of the $1.5 billion Federal tax 
subsidies lavished on Utah’s 2002 Winter Olympics. 
Moneys spent for such things as security didn’t bother 
him. “It’s got to do with land swaps, exchanging 
worthless land for valuable land,” he told his colleagues. 
“It’s got to do with wealthy developers. It’s got to do 
with enrichment of billionaires.” 
Senator McCain’s call for a federal investigation of 
the Snow Basin trade should have been welcomed by 
everyone, everywhere. Unfortunately it went nowhere; 
his statements appear to have been mere posturing. 
The Democrat leadership in Congress also rolled over 
and played dead.  q

NEEDED:  
More Ideas for Funding the Work

of Save Our Canyons
 

By John Johnson, Advisory Board of SOC

I recently reread the book “Tipping Point” 
by Malcolm Gladwell.  The book looks 
at products and ideas that have become 
immensely popular and the process by 
which they have achieved this status.  The 
book caused me to wonder what would need 
to happen for SOC to go viral. 

For about 10 years SOC has had around 
2000 members, only about 500 of whom 
donate money beyond membership fees 
or volunteer services.  We lose some and 
get new ones but still about 500 financial 
supporters.  Why not 2,000 or 5,000? While 
SOC has been very effective with the 
financial support of 500 supporting members 
what could we do if we had 5,000 members?

Studies and surveys show about 90% of 
Salt Lake   Valley residents support the 
values and goals of SOC.  What would it 
take for more of them to become more active 
financial supporters of Save Our Canyons?  
SOC would like to gather a small group of 
members for an evening of brainstorming 
about how to dramatically increase 
membership.  If you have some ideas or 
would be willing to dream with us please 
call Carl at 801-539-5333.

 We need your ideas!
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Letters. . .Letters. . .Letters
The proposed SkiLink land sale act has generated many, many letters to Utah’s Governor 

and to Congress. The following pages contain a sampling of anti-land sale sentiments:

Chairman Doc Hastings 						      Tuesday, February 28, 2012
1203 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Ranking Member Ed Markey
2108 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

HR 3452 Sells US public lands to Canada, damages local watersheds, usurps land management plans 
and must be stopped!

Dear Chairman Hastings and Ranking Member Markey,

Late last year a piece of legislation drafted by a Canadian global real estate development company, 
Talisker, was introduced into the House of Representatives by Congressman Rob Bishop to sell off 
inventoried roadless public lands in his colleague Representative Jim Matheson’s congressional district. 
Subsequently at a hearing before the House Natural Resources Subcommittee on National Parks, 
Forests and Public Lands, Salt Lake City Mayor Ralph Becker whose city is responsible for managing 
the watershed in which the project is slated, testified in opposition because of the environmental harm 
and increased development that would take place inside the area which provides 60% of the drinking 
water for a growing valley of 1 Million residents and visitors of the Salt Lake Area. 

During that same December hearing, the US Forest Service also testified in opposition to the land sale 
that would spawn ski area expansion and development inside one of their inventoried roadless units. 
The agency also expressed concern because this was a legislative maneuver to get around provisions 
of the 2003 US Forest Service Plan which does not allow for any ski area expansion projects that impact 
the “highly valued adjacent public lands” on which numerous dispersed recreational activities take 
place. The agency also suggested in tandem with local governments that this is not a transportation 
project and is in fact ski area expansion. It would also fragment the existing public lands creating an 
island of roadless land, making management of this heavily used forest even more challenging. US 
Forest Service also said NEPA analysis would not be conducted as they don’t do analysis on lands 
which Congress tells them to dispose of.
     We, the undersigned, are asking you today to oppose HR 3452 for the following reasons:

•	 It usurps the 2003 Wasatch-Cache National Forest Plan by facilitating the controversial 
expansion of a ski resort inside of a municipal watershed.

•	 Mandates the Forest Service to sell lands contained in Rep. Jim Matheson’s Wasatch Wilderness 
and Watershed Protection Act which has been in the making for the past five years, building 
consensus amongst a diverse group of stakeholders

•	 US Forest Service and Salt Lake City Watershed managers are concerned about the future of our 
municipal water supply, because of the authorization of additional development inside of the 
Salt Lake watershed

•	 Salt Lake City, Salt Lake County, US Forest Service, regional transportation planners, the State 
of Utah and many other stakeholders are currently working to study Mountain Transportation 
in the Wasatch Range. It is a public process attempting to solve local and regional mountain 
transportation initiatives and should be supported by Congress, not hindered by this legislation.

•	 It sets an unfavorable precedent to sell off actively used and appreciated public lands for the 
benefit of a private business entity. There are currently ten other ski resort projects proposed inside 
the Salt Lake City watershed and this legislation allows them a way around the local ordinances 
and federal management strategies protecting our water supply
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•	 Circumvents the public process and, in this instance, a public that has already expressed sentiments 
against the wanton expansion of ski areas in the Wasatch.

•	 Become the impetus for a range war of construction of additional lifts which span the Wasatch Crest 
and put at risk the integrity of our watershed and diminish the backcountry skier/hiker/biker/tourist 
experience.

•	 Truly jeopardize the likelihood of there ever being one well thought out, comprehensive, and inclusive 
solution to the transportation demands of our canyons. (*Cited in Utah Ski & Snowboard Industry letter 
written to Governor Herbert)

•	 It steamrolls the work of the Congressman who was elected to represent this district and the interests of 
local Utah leaders and understands the complexities of management inside this sensitive area

•	 A recent local study funded by the State of Utah, the US Forest Service, Salt Lake County, Salt Lake 
City and a number of other stakeholders found 94% of people in the Salt Lake Valley wanted to see no 
additional ski area expansion inside our watershed, exactly what HR 3452 is trying to circumvent

•	 We need well thought out, inclusive planning to look to the future of our treasured public lands and 
municipal watershed.

One of the driving forces of HR 3452 is that proponents of the legislation claim it will reduce traffic inside the Salt 
Lake County municipal watershed. This couldn’t be further from the truth. Research has found that the project 
is more likely to increase traffic in our municipal watershed because it offers a potentially faster connection from 
Salt Lake County (Solitude Resort) to Summit County (Canyons Resort). It takes only one lift and fifteen minutes 
to get from Salt Lake County to Summit County, but five lifts and nearly two hours to get from Summit County 
to Salt Lake County. US Forest Service and Salt Lake County land managers have not allowed for the creation 
of additional parking in the Cottonwood Canyons because of the impact of automobile traffic and increased 
amount of impermeable surfaces which degrade our water supply and increase the treatment costs passed onto 
tax payers. We need to decrease the amount of traffic inside the Cottonwood Canyons, and this legislation is 
poised to take traffic which currently goes up US Interstate 80 and putting it inside our protected watershed on 
dangerous avalanche prone, icy highways.

Voting against HR 3452, is voting for local, public processes poised to assist transportation to and around this 
mountainous region for residents, watershed managers, and tourists for the benefit of the local environment 
and economy. It is a vote for well rounded, science based forest planning. It is also a vote for the protection of a 
municipal watershed serving a valley of over 1 Million residents.  

Sincerely,

Carl Fisher (SOC), William T McCarvill (Wasatch Mountain Club), Kirk Robinson (Western Wildlife Conservancy), 
David Grissom (Voile USA), Brian Moench, MD (Utah Physicians for a Healthy Environment), Peter Metcalf (Black 
Diamond Equipment, Ltd.), Forrest McCarthy (Winter Wildlands Alliance), Scott Groene (Southern Utah Wilderness 
Alliance), Kevin Mueller (Utah Environmental Congress), Ken Barfield, President E. William Scott, (CEDFG Inc), 
Dan Nebeker (Bluehouse Ski Co.), Michael Garrity (Alliance for the Wild Rockies), Timothy J. Coleman (Kettle 
Range Conservation Group), Dan Mayhew (Utah Chapter, Sierra Club), Paul Spitler (The Wilderness Society),  Jeff 
Porucznik (Salt Lake Climbers Alliance), Jim Catlin (Wild Utah Project).

Business Opposition to SkiLink
Talisker, Canyons, and Solitude Ski Resorts have recently come out with a feeble list 
of businesses and individuals that support SkiLink.  SOC and other organizations are 
putting together a list of businesses and prominent individuals who oppose SkiLink.  If 
you know of a business that would want to be on a public list opposing SkiLink please 

have them contact Carl at 801-539-5333.
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	 Peter Metcalf	 	 	 	 	 	 Black Diamond Equipment, Inc.
                  President/CEO	 	 	 	 	 	 2084 East 3900 S
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Salt Lake City, Ut. 84164
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Phone: 801-278-5552
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Cel Phone:  310 463 6614
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Fax: 801-278-5544
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 www.BlackDiamondEquipment.com	

November 16, 2011
Governor Herbert
Utah State Capitol Complex
350 North State Street, Suite 200
P.O. Box 14220
Salt Lake City, Utah 84114-2220

	 Re:  Utah Ski & Snowboard Industry Opposition to Congressman Bishop’s Proposed Federal Land Swap Bill

Dear Governor Herbert:  

	 We, the Utah Ski & Snowboard Industry, oppose Congressman Bishop’s proposed bill for a federal land swap 
which will enable the construction of a ski lift by a private entity that connects the Canyon Ski Area to the Solitude Ski 
Area.   We believe that the proposed action is exceedingly detrimental to the ski, snowboard and outdoor industry of Utah 
and our citizens for the following primary reasons:  

A.	 It will set an unfavorable precedent to sell off actively used and appreciated public lands for the benefit 
of a private business entity.  

B.	 It will circumvent the public process and, in this instance, a public that has already expressed 
sentiments against the wanton expansion of ski areas in the Wasatch. It will become the impetus for a 
range war of construction of additional lifts which span the Wasatch crest and put at risk the integrity 
of our watershed and diminish the backcountry skier/hiker/biker /tourist experience.

C.	 It will truly jeopardize the likelihood of there ever being one well thought out,  comprehensive, and  
inclusive solution to the transportation and ski interconnect that facilitates our ski and transportation 
demands while protecting the integrity of the Wasatch of all and for all of its uses.

	 Historically, there have been no less than three stakeholder processes in recent years related to the future 
development of the Wasatch and all have concluded against further ski area expansion in the range.  Purely and simply, 
the beauty and the allure of the Wasatch  is linked to its mixed use among lift served skiing, backcountry skiing, hiking, 
mountain biking, trail running, protected watersheds and view corridors, among others.  Further ski lift expansion will 
compromise the present balance and integrity that exists between wilderness and ski areas, let alone watershed integrity.  
There is no doubt that an interconnect is an attractive concept but, if done, it must be done carefully to preserve that 
balance.  The interconnect needs to take into account the future and  he long term needs of the Wasatch, its related 
businesses and the residents of Utah.   The lift proposed by the Canyons does not fulfill the transportation demands of the 
canyons nor adeptly serve as a usable or efficient “interconnect” of all ski areas.  
	 Accordingly, we request that you, as Governor, take a stand and publicly denounce Congressman Bishop’s  
proposed bill and further request of the Congressman to forego an act that is not in the best interest of Utah, including 
its cities, its ski and outdoor business, elected officials and community leaders.  We ask that a new stakeholder process 
be convened as a means of a catalyst to develop a community based, long-term solution to the needs of our community 
relative to protecting the integrity of the Wasatch for all stakeholders present and future.
	 Thank you for consideration in this matter which we view as of grave concern to the future of Utah and the 
balance of activities in the Wasatch.

	 	 Sincerely & On behalf of the Utah Ski & Snowboard Industry
	 	 /S/ Peter Metcalf
                                    Black Diamond CEO/President/Lead-Founder
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A Busy Spring for SOC’s Staff, Members,  
and Other Utah Conservationists

Considering it was a mid-week, mid-morning rally initiated by SOC on very short notice, it attracted a mod-
erately large group of protestors to Salt Lake’s Chamber of Commerce building where a meeting of business 

moguls was convened to promote the highly controversial SkiLink land sale.

Demonstrations and protest rallies sprang up 
like tulips in March and April, even though out-
door temperatures remained quite cool. Save 
Our Canyons organized a protest rally aimed 
at the potential sale of Forest lands to Talisker, 
a Canadian company. A “Rally to Restore San-
ity,” sponsored by Utah Physicians for a Healthy 

Environment, included several speakers on the 
topic of Utah’s attempts to control federal lands. 
S.U.W.A. sponsored a public lands/wilderness 
rally at the Governor’s mansion. All the events 
attracted moderately large crowds and resulted 
in lots of good publicity for the causes.
   Our heartfelt Thanks to every participant.

At the Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance sponsored public lands rally at the Governor’s mansion.
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SOC’s Executive Director Carl Fisher (2nd from left at table) participates in Salt Lake County sponsored public dis-
cussion of Salt Lake canyons issues. 

Photos by Alexis Kelner

Protests against the Wa-
satch Front’s filthy air are 
common at many public 
domonstrations. 

SOC’s Carl Fisher, Rachael Fisher, and Jennifer Kecor express their 
views on Public Land and SkiLink land sale at the “Rally to Re-
store Sanity” in Utah’s legislature.  

At the Governor’s Mansion
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These signs in Cardiff Fork will come due to a new agreement betwee the 
U.S. Forest Service and the Cardiff Canyon owners’ associationl

The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly
GOOD.  After years of conflict and confrontation 
between land owners and recreationists in Cardiff 
Fork, a major source of that friction (as reported in the 
Salt Lake Tribune on 5/2/12) may have been eliminated 
with a new agreement brokered by the U.S. Forest 
Service with the Cardiff Canyon Owners Association, 
whose 15 to 20 members own about 1,000 acres of the 
canyon above Doughnut Falls and the Reynolds Flat 
tubing area.

Through a Special Use Permit issued to the association, 
the Forest Service has secured a right of way for hikers 
and backcountry skiers to cross Cardiff Fork’s scattered 
parcels of private land without fear of being challenged 
as trespassers. In return, landowners will get year-
round motorized access (including snowmobiles, dirt 
bikes and ATVs) to their properties along — but not off 
— the 2.8-mile dirt road in Cardiff Fork, also known as 
Mill D South Fork. Property owners also will receive a 
waiver on land-use fees that were being increased from 
roughly $100 per owner to $450, said Cathy Kahlow, 
the district ranger who oversaw the negotiations for the 
Uinta-Wasatch-Cache National Forest. Congratulations 
Kathy!  This is a welcome compromise solution to a 
long-festering problem. 

BAD.  The State of Utah is suing to obtain rights-of-
way over nearly 19,000 “routes” on federal lands, most 
of them not constructed and never maintained. This is 
all part of Utah’s preposterous claim that federal lands 
in the state should be “returned” to Utahns, an outrage 
that many have deplored.  The expensive lawsuits is 
being brought by many Utah counties. Taxpayers will 
pay for a sure-to-be lost cause.

GOOD.  Look at the adjacent map of all those rights-

of-way claims, all being pursued under an 1866 law 
known and cursed under the title RS 2477.  That twisted 
mass of squiggles represents some 25,000 miles of such 
claims.  You will notice that in the upper right hand 
corner there is a remarkable absence of squiggles.  

This bright spot is the result of the withdrawal of 
those claims by Salt Lake County government  under 
the leadership of Mayor Peter Corroon.  Save Our 
Canyons played a central role in this withdrawal.  
Along with The Wasatch Mountain Club, Sierra Club, 
Back Country Horsemen of Utah and others, SOC 
developed a plan to document in great detail about 20 
of the claims in Salt Lake County, claims that had been 
made for the county by the Utah Attorney General.  An 
energetic and inventive SOC intern, Parker Scrafford, 
visited the claims, photographed them and documented 
the history of each.  This was bound into a presentation 
book and shown to County officials.  
   They congratulated SOC on the work it had done for 
them.  Presto!  The claims were withdrawn. 

 UGLY.  Long-time manipulative developer Terry Diehl 
has filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy.  According to 
public records he owes some $43 million to an Ogden 
credit union, Las Vegas casinos, local construction and 
development companies as well as a woman seeking 
spousal support.  Diehl is known to readers of this 
newsletter for his languishing Tavaci development at 
the mouth of Big Cottonwood Canyon, for the ugly 
road leading up to it, for his questionable activities as a 
member of the Utah Transport Authority board and for 
his acrimonious relations with the city of Cottonwood 
Heights and Salt Lake County.   It’s been an enduring 
and ugly chapter in the story of efforts to further 
degrade Salt Lake Valley’s beautiful foothills.
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BAD.  Even casual observers of the Wasatch must be 
aware of the effect of climate change on our nearby 
mountains.  Recent studies in Wyoming’s Teton Range, 
using aerial photographs have quantified the changes 
of three glaciers there.  The total area of these glaciers 
decreased by 25% over the 39-year period ending in 
2006.  The smallest, Teepe Glacier lost about 60% of its 
area.  There are not only anthropogenic global warming 
deniers but also even climate change skeptics.  Open 
your eyes, folks! 

GOOD. Spencer Eccles Jr. has advised the Salt Lake 
Olympic Exploratory Committee to avoid linking their 
considerations to any plan to interconnect Wasatch 
Ski Resorts – schemes such as SkiLink that would 
link The Canyons to Solitude.  It’s good to see SkiLink 
becoming increasingly toxic so that people don’t want 
to be anywhere near it.

GOOD.  At the recent Salt Lake County Democratic 
Convention a group of about 100 delegates, meeting 
with a candidate for County Mayor, were asked to raise 
their hands if they favored the paving of the Guardsman 
Pass road between Brighton and Park City so that it 
could be plowed in winter for year-round use.  Not 
a single hand went up.  It isn’t just gondolas that are 
unpopular, it’s the very idea of interconnecting resorts 
in the Wasatch that is meeting with stiff resistance. 

BAD.  “Summit Series” is an American organization 
that hosts events for young entrepreneurs, artists 
and activists. Events organized by the group include 
invitation-only retreats and discussions focused on 
business practices and technological innovation.  
They would like to raise money to buy a mountain; 
in fact they would like to buy Powder Mountain, one 
of Utah’s lesser-known but absolutely wonderful ski 
resorts. Many of you know it.  

Summit Series has sent out a pitch to its members 
that says, in part, “The goal is to re-create a culture year-
round for innovation, entrepreneurship and kindness. 
We’re in the process of bringing in our founding 
members, offering very aggressive financial incentive 
for those coming in that early and it would be great to 

have you out to the mountain to check it out.”  This is 
far from being the only effort to grab up this jewel and 
convert it into upscale retreat for the famous 1% of the 
population.  Previous schemes have been thwarted so 
let’s hope this one goes nowhere.  And where is that 
kindness?

BAD.  Do you want to know what sort of folks you 
are dealing with when you do business with Talisker, 
that Canadian based real estate development company 
that operates The Canyons and owns the land that 
once belonged to United Park City Mines?  That land 
includes much of the Park City Mountain Resort that 
leases land from Talisker. On March 9 of this year the 
Resort filed a lawsuit against Talisker challenging their 
unexpected termination of Park City’s lease scheduled 
for last month.  The Resort had expected the lease to be 
extended until 2031.  Needless to say it’s a complicated 
situation but there is more than whiff of sharp dealing 
here.  

GOOD.  On Wednesday, March 7, United States District 
Judge Clark Waddoups agreed with the case brought 
by the Ogden Group of Sierra Club and other plaintiffs 
that the United States Forest Service’s 2007 Travel Plan 
for the Ogden Ranger District of the Wasatch-Cache 
National Forest did not satisfy the requirements of the 
National Environmental Policy Act.  

The judge ordered the Forest Service to re-instate the 
previous travel plan until such time as it had complied 
with his ruling. Lax oversight over many years had 
allowed dozens of ghost trails and pioneered routes to 
be created, harming wildlife habitat and diminishing 
opportunities for quiet recreation. “Judge Waddoups 
supported our argument that the Ogden Ranger District 
had not fully and fairly analyzed the impacts of its new 
travel plan,” said Joro Walker of Western Resource 
Advocates, attorney for the plaintiffs. Besides the 
Sierra Club, the plaintiffs included the Western Wildlife 
Conservancy, the Wild Utah Project, and the Citizens 
Committee to Save Our Canyons.  This is a significant 
and hard-won victory.  Hearty congratulations to all 
who made it happen.  q

Developer Terry Diehl.  Postcard at right welcomes return of his languishing Tavaci development 
to Salt Lake County.
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Wasatch Wilderness 
and Watershed Protection Act (Hr 4267)

 Re-introduced by Congressman Jim Matheson
Building on the vast support of the 2010 
introduction of the Wasatch Wilderness 
and Watershed Protection Act, introduced 
intitially on April 1, 2010, this past March 
Rep. Jim Matheson again reintroduced his 
widely supported public lands protection bill. 
    After meeting opposition from the US Forest 
Service in a Congressional Hearing in 2010, 
many of the stakeholders who participated in 
the formation of this legislation went back to the 
table to work on resolving some of the concerns 
the agency had with the original draft of the bill. 
    Two years later, after crossing all our T’s and 

dotting all our I’s, we are hopeful Congress will 
hold a hearing and give interested parties an 
opportunity to support the hard work of so many 
local groups, volunteers, businesses and elected 
officials and protect our cherished public lands 
and invaluable water resources from further 
impacts and degradation. Getting this important 
legislation this far, has been no easy feat. 
    An enormous thank you to everyone involved 
with Save Our Canyons for helping the 
Wasatch Wilderness and Watershed Protection 
Act one step closer to becoming a reality!

Puny Ski Benefits
This Letter to the Editor appeared in the Salt Lake Tribune on 4/27/12. It was written by SOC 

Trustee Gale Parry and is reprinted here by permission of the publisher.

The editorial Snow go?: Climate Change Strikes Home (Our View, April 17) 
rightfully laments Utah’s “delusional denial of global climate change.”

Unfortunately, by implying that our ski industry is a major contributor to 
the state’s economic well-being, it also lends credence to a popular local legend 
about the ski industry in Utah.

Skiing at resorts in Utah provides wonderful recreation for local skiers as 
well as tourists. It lends a welcome aura of glamour to Utah’s worldwide 
reputation.

However, the ski industry’s contribution to Utah’s gross domestic product 
was, according to the privately funded trade association Ski Utah, $1.2 billion in 
the 2010-11 ski season.

This was about 1 percent of Utah’s total gross domestic product ($116 
billion), and it has remained at about this level for decades.

Suppose that all that $1.2 billion was subject to a Utah 6 percent sales tax, it 
would produce $72 million, a little more than half of the $125 million the beer 
and tobacco tax brings into state coffers.

We would all mourn an eclipse of the ski industry due to climate change, but 
this alone wouldn’t, as the editorial suggested, cripple Utah’s economy. 

–– Gayle W. Parry ––
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Over a hundred Save Our Canyons members and guests attended the 10th Annual Lone Peak Celebra-
tion and 40th Anniversary Party that was held at the Historic Salt Lake Hardware building.

 SOC co-founders Alexis Kelner and Gale Dick 

Thank You For Attending
The 10th Annual Lone Peak Celebration 

and 40th Anniversary Party!
By Havilah Martak, SOC Director of Operations

The 10th Annual Lone Peak Celebration took place 
on Saturday, April 21st at the Salt Lake Hardware 

Building. This year’s Celebration featured fine Italian 
fare from Cannella’s, drinks from Squatter’s, and 
a delicious dessert from Carlucci’s bakery. The Cy 
Schmidt Band and The Folka Dots donated their time 
and talent to provide entertainment for the evening. 
We can’t say enough about how much fun these bands 
were and how amazing they sounded! 

During this event, Save Our Canyons also 
recognized and celebrated 
our 40th Anniversary by 
presenting Gale Dick and 
Alexis Kelner, the original 
founders and still highly-
active Board of Trustees 
members, with awards of 
recognition for their tireless 
dedication to protecting the 
Wasatch for the past four 
decades! The awards, which 
were generously donated 
by event sponsor Black 
Diamond Equipment, were 
beautifully engraved ice 
axes. Credit for the unique 
idea for the absolutely 
stunning awards goes to 
Tom Lund of the Board of 
Trustees.  

Overall, it was a night of dining, dancing, socializing, 
high-energy bidding, and fun! Over 200 guests attended 
and we were able to raise over $10,000 to support our 
work! The proceeds from this event each year are critical 
to helping us fund important projects and campaigns 
aimed at protecting the beauty and wildness of the 
Wasatch canyons, mountains and foothills. We cannot 
thank our guests enough for attending! We hope you 
had as much fun as we did!  

The event was made possible through the kind 
and generous support we 
received from all of the 
following businesses and 
individuals. Our most 
sincere thanks go out to 
you! We couldn’t have 
done it without you! 

Adventure Medical Kits, 
Airblaster, Alpine Art, 
American Rec, Bacchus 
Bartending, Bacchus 
Rentals, Bambara, 
Beehive Cheese, The 
Beer Nut, Black Diamond 
Equipment, Bluehouse 
Skis, Bondi Band, 
Brittany Bellows, Cactus 
and Tropicals, Centered 
City Yoga, Chums, The 
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Thought You Would Like to Know
By John Johnson, Save Our Canyons Advisory Board

For 40 years SOC has been the voice of the citizens of Salt Lake Valley for the protection 
of our watershed and the Wasatch Mountains.  Given our size and resources we have 
been astoundingly effective.  And still there seem to be more threats to our Wasatch 
than ever before.  SkiLink, Ski Resort expansion, weakening of Salt Lake Ordinances 
regulating canyon and mountain development and sluggish congressional response to 
Representative Matheson’s Wasatch Wilderness and Watershed Protection Act, to name 
a few.

 I thought you would like to know SOC is facing some tough financial decisions.   Our 
budget pays for our office, three full time staff and a huge amount of advocacy for our 
issues. Not inexpensive!

In 2011 SOC had a budget deficit of about $35,000.  We survived the deficit because in 
the past we received some land donations that we sold to Salt Lake City providing an 
emergency fund.  It is running out.

We need your help!

Clymb, Columbia Sportswear Co., Crazy Creek 
Products, The Cy Schmidt Band, David Newkirk, 
Desert Edge Brewery, Eagle Creek, Eagles Nest 
Outfitters, Earth Goods General Store, Evolv, Five 
Ten, The Folka Dots, Fred Staff, Gordini USA, 
Granite Gear, Gregory Packs, Haiku, Hansen Co. 
Jewelry, Health 2 Go!, Helly Hansen, High Sierra, 
Huddart Floral, Keen Shoes, King’s English, 
Stella Grill, Klean Kanteen, Knead a Massage, 
Kura Door, Tofrandi Naturals, LEKI USA Inc, Log 
Haven, MacNichol Guitars, Martine, Mazza, Moki 
Pottery, Momentum Climbing Gym, Mountain 
Hardwear, Mountainsmith, Patagonia Outlet 
SLC, Petzl America, Powderwhore, Probar, Red 
Butte Cafe, Rimini Coffee, Rock and Ice magazine, 

Rossignol, Salt Lake Hardware Building, Scarpa, 
Southwest Airlines, Stackpole Books, Sugarpost 
Pottery, Sundance, Tubbs Snowshoes, University 
Guest House, Utah Mountain Adventures, Utah 
Symphony and Opera, Voile, Wanderlust Images, 
William Gray, Xmission

Mike Reberg, Rachael Fisher, Sabrina King, 
Jeff Sorenson, Sean Muschamp, Michael Stone, 
Tracie Kirkham, David Carroll, Erik DeWaal, Alex 
Schmidt, Noah Howell, Sarah Jones, Andrew 
Scarcella, Eric Spreng, Kat Franco, Kim King, DJ 
Moody, Matt Pacenza, and Holly Porter!

***

The Folks Dots entertain guests at SOC’s 40th Birthday Party. Mike Reberg
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