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Protest Against Carnival Rides
In Little Cottonwood Canyon

On March 14th about 200 people gathered at the Salt Lake County
Complex for a rally against the county’s approval of Snowbird’s
mountain coaster.

Georgina Chandler (1) and Holly Hammer, fourth graders from Alta, were among
the group who spoke at the rally protesting the proposed mountain coaster on
the lower slopes of Mt. Superior.




n the recent dust-up over the proposed

Mountain Coaster at Snowbird, one critic
remarked that the outcry against the proposal
was emotional. “Merely emotional” is a common
putdown for almost any argument. I guess we're
supposed to remove emotion from the catalog of
acceptable human responses. Should we do this?
Can we do this?

We have to admit that emotion deserves some
of its bad reputation. One tends to think of flabby
sentimentalism or raving extremist crowds. But
emotion is as much a part of our minds as reason
is. Itis the source of love, our response to music,
heroism, sympathy and delight in nature. It
cannot be dismissed as “mere” emotion any more
than “mere” facts can. It is not necessarily a
useless guide to judgment and action.

We make esthetic choices all the time. We
choose our friends and the causes we support. We
prefer vanilla ice cream to rocky road. Surely these
choices are seldom purely rational calculations.
Where, for that matter, is the boundary between
emotion and reason? The motives governing
our preferences are a complex mix of emotion,
reason, possibility and practicality. A confluence
of preferences affects society when citizens vote.
Emotion is certainly in the voting booth along
with reason.

Popular preferences should and do play
a role in our daily lives, plans for our future,
public policies and commerce. The expression of
preferences and government response to it is at
the heart of democracy.

In preparation for Salt Lake County’s update
of its 1989 Canyons Master Plan, Envision
Utah recently completed its Wasatch Canyons
Tomorrow Report. The report was the work of a
large group of stakeholders including Save Our
Canyons. Some 20,00 responses to questions
about Salt lake Valley residents” preferences
for the future state of the Wasatch Canyons
were received, a truly significant number of
responses. Highlights of these responses include
a strong desire to limit resort development to
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existing footprints, a hope for the increase and
enhancement of year-round public transportation
in the canyons as well as increased funding for
public acquisition of high-priority lands for
watershed protection.

Doubtless, some of the preferences reflected
strong emotional responses to the natural beauty
that is treasured by a large majority of those who
know and love to Wasatch. So? That emotion is
widely shared. But right along side this gut-felt
response is a sober and well-informed concern
for the watershed that serves us, and a realization
that population growth in the Salt Lake Valley
is a grim threat to the integrity of this resource.
Our wishes are complicated and not easily
summarized in cut and dried rules. And the
rules that need to be followed were not carried by
Moses down from Mt. Sinai. They are written by
county planners and council members.

Master Plans are useful to the public only if
they lead to planning and zoning ordinances
that help to accomplish what the general public
wants and are not designed with loopholes and
processes that enable projects to gain approval
as a matter of course without significant public
participation. There needs to be limitation on
the power of the county Planning Commission
in proposing waivers that render the purpose of
ordinances irrelevant.

Ordinances should embody the wishes of
the public and not just those of developers.

The Wasatch must not be treated simply as a
commodity. The updated Salt Lake County
Canyons Master Plan and ordinances that will
be based upon it must reflect these strongly
expressed wishes of the public. It is now up to
the County Council to see to it that citizens are
properly served.

— Gale Dick
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The Northrup family: Diane, Graham (front), Clay, and Ava at Capitol Reef.

Photo by Carla Reyes.
How I Got Involved

A Journey from Eden and Back

By Clay Northrup, SOC Trustee

Like so many with a passion for the outdoors, I grew
up with freedom to roam. Our home was outside
the small city of Schenectady, New York, in a suburban
neighborhood that was still being built. My parents,
bot% having come from small towns and agricultural
families, joined with most neighbors on our street and
the street behind ours in an unspoken pact to leave a
strip of mature forest between the back lawns. The
residential lots were bigger than is typical in Utah,
and the resulting band o? maples, elms and oaks was
enough to screen the houses on adjacent streets when
leaves were on the trees — and enough for a wandering
kid to feel that he was in the woods.

As I got older and my parental constraints thinned
out to “be home by d}ilnner time”, the open space
surrounding the neighborhood was where my friends
and I spent our time. To the south was what we called
‘the fields’ — an expanse of long-fallow farmland, in
the process of being reclaimed by aspen and sumac,
interspersed with dirt roads, trails, and stands of
mature forest. Egress from the neighborhood was
through vacant lots, and as these were filled by houses
we had our first experiences with ‘access’ issues. The
last surviving exit point led down into a ravine, which
in turn led to a set of railroad tracks. Head west along
the tracks and we could get to ‘the fields’. Following
the tracks east for a couple miles would carry us to
the Alplaus Creek, cold and clear, the perfect size for
wading, and full of hungry smallmouth bass. We
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spent entire days in those places, wandering for miles,
occasionally having our blissful ignorance replaced
by a sense of impending doom when the 6:00 whistle
from the local firehouse %et us know that we would not,
in fact, be home by dinner time.

Family vacations over the years were often to places
of great natural beauty, as far-flung as Yosemite, the
Grand Canyon, Glacier National Park, and Banff,
Alberta. Shorter trips were made to mountains, lakes
and rivers within New York and New England, and
collectively these trips helped foster an appreciation
for the wild and the beautitul.

Other early influences were the Adirondack
Mountains and Boy Scout Troop 36. The scoutmaster
was, in my possibly distorted recollection, a writer for
an outdoor magazine, and this fact shaped the ‘soul’
of our troop. Under his low-key guidance, the troop
focused on outdoor survival skills and was steeped
in the ‘Leave No Trace” ethic. We may not have had
many Eagle scouts, and were no doubt a perennial
embarrassment when it came to tallying ‘Citizenship’
merit badges and accomplishments of that ilk, but we
learned alot about the outdoors and took some fantastic
—and sometimes gnarly — trips by foot and canoe. Most
of these trips were in the Adirondacks, inside the 6.1-
million-acre Adirondack State Park whose southern
boundary was less than an hour north of us. The park
was and is a mix of private and state-owned land, and
encompasses towns as well as wilderness, roads as
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well as chains of wild lakes and rivers.

The state owns 2.7 million acres (about 45% of the
area) as the Adirondack Forest Preserve, and continues
to buy private property inside the park to expand the
Forest Preserve. The Forest Preserve is designated in
the state constitution as ‘Forever Wild’. Imagine that.
The vast majority of the private land in the park is
undeveloped], and is under restrictive zoning — in total,
more than 17% of the entire state of New York in one
chunk, largely wild. As a relatively undeveloped area
within a short drive of a vast number of people, the
Adirondack model may be relevant to what we face
today in Utah.

From this somewhat idyllic (in retrospect, at least)
beginning, I eventually came to understand my
experience was far from typical, and that not everyone
had easy access to ‘space’, much less to ‘wilderness’. In
college I met people who’d never seen a cow. Not that
seeing a cow is necessarily a bucket-list kind of event,
but it seemed to me that the failure to have seen one
by the time one had reached college age (in a country
where cows are a readily observable phenomenon)
had to be indicative of some kind of impoverishment.
If one had never seen a cow, what else had one never
experienced?

I remember shaking my head with the dawning
awareness that kids grew up in places where they and
their friends were always around other people, always
in ‘developed’ environments. This Elle me with
horror then, and after much gnawing on the idea in
the intervening years, and many attempts to convince
myself that different value systems could legitimately
dismiss the importance of open space and the ‘natural
world’, T have returned to this sense of horror. Humans
evolved in a world of open, quiet space, and I can’t
believe that living in isolation from the ‘natural world’
does not put an angry cramp into some ancient part of
our brains, from which our deepest emotions and any
sense of being at peace must spring.

After college Ilanded firstin Reading, Pennsylvania,
and through no conscious plan wound up living just
a couple blocks from the forested flank of Mt. Penn.
Through blind luck I had found my space to wander.
However, after a year I moved to t{le Princeton, New
Jersey area, and things were different. So many people!
Eventhough there were farms and small stands of forest,
rather than the industrial-and-strip-mall wasteland
that I'd half expected, the bucolic appearance turned
out to be a thin veneer. It seemed that all the land was
either under buildings and pavement, under the plow,
or off-limits in some other way. The small remaining
patches of woods were not only full of poison ivy and
draped with the nastiest, thorniest vines imaginable
(one literally ripped the shirt off my back), but showed
no signs that anyone ever went into them.

W%ere did  the kids spend their
afternoons?

While I was never actually chased out of any of
these stands in my few attempts to find peace and
solitude through wandering, I always felt as though
someone was going to show up any minute and do
just that. Not a peace-inducing vibe. I began making
trips out-of-state to feed the need for ‘space’; back to
the Adirondacks, to the northeastern shore of Lake

summer
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Superior, to the vast expanse of lakes north of Toronto,
to Denali National Park in Alaska (now HERE was
space!) I was aware of conservation and wilderness
issues, and became a monetary contributor to several
national and regional conservation organizations,
particularly those dedicated to the Adirondacks.

After five years in New Jersey, I took a leave
of absence from my engineering job and crossed
the Atlantic. For four months I was on the move,
covering much of Europe and ranging as well from
Norway’s Lofoten Islands, north of the Arctic Circle,
to Turkey’s eastern border with Iran, to Morocco and
Senegal in North and West Africa. What struck me
about Europe was that it was a lot like New Jersey,
except the buildings were older and the people spoke
different languages. So many people! Irecall reading
in a guidebook before traveling that we Americans
could skip a visit to Germany’s Black Forest, because
its claim to fame was simply to have endured as a
standing mature forest, and we could see those back
home. This was noteworthy in a rather alarming way.
The Alps, with their hut systems, vast interconnected
skiing regions and human footprint on every acre of
conceivably ‘usable’ land, seemed to have been tamed,
except for the highest and most forbidding peaks. This
reinforced my al}zlpreciation for the wild lands that still
existed back in the States.

I returned to New Jersey after my overseas travel,
but after another 5 years found myself faced with the
imminent shutdown of the photovoltaics manufacturer
for whom I worked. With very little to lose, I resigned
in October of 1994 and traded my 11-year engineering
career (I use the term in the loosest possible sense) for
a dorm room and a job as a cashier/binding technician
in the rental shop of the Goldminer’s Daughter Lodge
at Alta. I had stayed at the lodge — and at Snowbird
— numerous times in the preceding decade, and had
developed a deep affection for Little Cottonwood
Canyon. As a friend observed, “It’s a sticky place”.
After the ski season ended, I was able to lean on my
then-girlfriend-now-wife, Dianne, long enough to find
a job back in the engineering field. My relocation to
Utah was cemented.

The West! Living among the mountains and canyons,
valleys and deserts made every day seem like being on
vacation. The process of relocation occasioned several
drives back and forth across the country, and I reveled
in the vast emptiness and impossibly distant horizons
of the western landscape. After my experiences in the
East and in Europe, I came to a deeper appreciation of
the treasure we still have, in the open and wild spaces
of the American West.

I believe it was the fall of 1997 when I first became
acquainted with Save Our Canyons. Snowbird had
released its ‘Master Development Plan’, seeking
Forest Service approval for numerous projects, and
I somehow learned that anyone could join in a day-
long information session at Snowbird. 1 showed up,
along with several members of Save Our Canyons, and
had the fortune — good or ill is hard to say — to spend
much of the day wedged between Dick Bass and Bob
Bonar in the front seat of a Suburban as we bounced
around the resort. At one point Dick Bass offered up
what seemed to be his gui(ﬁng principle; “If you ain’t
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Clay Northrup
atop Mt. Baldy’s
main chute.

Photo by
Ted Lyman.

selling, you ain’'t” — a kind of Existential Salesman’s
twist on Descartes’” “I think, therefore I am.”

This was very revealing and a bit grim; his very
existence bound inseparably to ‘selling’, and the future
of Little Cottonwood Canyon quite possibly bound to
him. Coupled with the Forest Service’s seeming rush
to grant Snowbird their every desire, this experience
made it clear that someone had to be keeping a close
eye on development in the canyons, lest we continue
to lose ground. That ‘someone” already existed in the
form of Save Our Canyons, and I became a regular
contributor.

In 2004, I called the then-director of Save Our
Canyons, Lisa Smith, to ask for help in understanding
the Foothills and Canyons Overlay Zoning (FCOZ),
my motivation being the threatened development of
14 acres of open land at the end of our street. Lisa and
the rest of Save Our Canyons seized the cause, and
tirelessly and expertly worked with Salt Lake County,
the landowners and other non-profits to get the
land secured as open space in perpetuity; this space
became the Grandeur Peak County Park, on the south
side of Parley’s Canyon where it enters the Salt Lake
Valley. This experience understandably deepened
my appreciation for and association with Save Our

anyons.

With two elementary-school-age kids of my own,
now, I am acutely aware that preservation of our open
space and wild lands is not just for the benefit of we
adults who have come to love the outdoors, but is a
solemn obligation to ensure that our children, and the

enerations beyond, have the opportunity to incubate
that same love. This is not Bleeding-Heart Liberal
blather, “Oh, save it for the children”; this essential to
the mental health and psychic balance of our species.
It seems to me that cEi dren who do not have the
opportunity to experience the ‘natural world” on a
regular basis become adults who are not comfortable
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there, and consequently do not value it. This is our
only planet. How can we be mentally healthy if we
are not comfortable on it, in the state it was in when
we as a species developed into what we are now? To
see ourselves as being in conflict with the environment
that created us would seem to be the very definition of
‘stress’.

Save Our Canyons is a remarkable organization,
astonishing in its effectiveness and efficiency. Through
its history, it has remained focused on its primary
mission, and has not let its integrity slip for a moment.
What other organization would ask others to supply
opposing viewpoints for its own newsletters, as Save
Our Canyons did with Alta Mayor Tom Pollard’s article
on the Flagstaff lift? Perhaps this is unsurprising for
a non-profit that was founded by scientists, whose
approach has to be based on uncoverinF what is true,
but it is unfortunately not commonplace in public
discussions on any issue.

While writing this piece, I got on Google Maps and
looked at my old neighborhood. It was inevitable, I
suppose, but ‘the fields’ are gone, filled with houses
and suburban streets. The strip of woods is still in place
behind the house I grew up in, but that last vacant lot
— the last escape route — is now part of the adjacent
house’s lawn; no additional house built on it, but still
the feel of trespassing. I have seen (and lived) what
happens when undeveloped space disappears, and I
find it a bleak existence. It is incumbent upon us to
ensure that it does not become everyone’s existence. 1
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Never Has One Small Range of Mountains
Done So Much for So Many!

By Tom Lund, SOC Trustee

When Jim Wood, a lead economist for the University of
Utah, was asked what Salt Lake would look like without
the Wasatch Mountains his response was chilling: “like
Winnemucca.”

Isuppose the seeds for my involvement with Save
Our Canyons were sown many years ago when as
a four-year-old boy living on the avenues, I pointed
to the summit of Mount Wire/”Beacon Peak” and
announced to my three-year-old brother “We're going
to climb that!”

We never made it but we tried. A man on Virginia
Street asked us where we were going and when we
told him, he asked for our address and offered to take
us home. When we told
him that “we didn’t take
rides from strangers”,
he quickly left us and
soon returned  with
our mother. Our first
climbing expedition was
thwarted!

By the time I was 13,
my love affair with our
Wasatch Mountains had
only deepened. I had
scaled the north face
of Mount Olympus,
scrambledupDromedary
Peak, and summited
Broads Fork Twins Peak
on hard, spring snow.
What a place! What a
life! These were days
never to be forgotten
when one could enter
Tolcats Canyon and
Hughes Canyon without
encountering any
houses, people, or the
infamous “wall” above
Wasatch Boulevard.
The Wasatch Mountains
were relatively wide
open in 1969. Salt Lake
City’s population hadn’t
yet exploded.

All of that began to
change in the early 70’s.
Snowbird had opened

for  business  with
ambitious plans and
our population growth
along the Wasatch front

was accelerating at more = TR

than twice the national 8" e ey -

average. In 1972 two of £ A L o
the great protectors of our Wasatch Mountains, Alexis
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Kelner and Gale Dick, founded the Citizens Committee
to Save Our Canyons. They were visionaries, who were
far ahead of their time, and in the years that followed
they, along with many other activists, were successful
in getting the Lone Peak, Twin Peaks, Mount Olympus,
and Timpanogos areas designated as protected
wilderness. We all owe so much to Alexis and Gale for
their hard work over the past 39 years!

The Wasatch Mountains are a unique treasure that
majestically rises up from our valley floor, providing
a stunning backdrop to Salt Lake City and the other
fortunate cities located along this impressive mountain
range. There is not another major city in the country
like Salt Lake City that offers such an amazing escape
from city life, an escape
that is a mere 15 minutes
away! The Wasatch is
also a relatively small
range of mountains
that provides drinking
water to a majority
of Utah’s popufation
and is proximate to
85% of Utah’s growing
Eopulation. We now

ave well over two
million people along
the “Wasatch Front”!
Paradise has not yet been
lost, but the Wasatch
Mountains that have
given us all so much
need to be protected from
unbridled development.

Never has one small
range of mountains
done so much for so
many people. For all of
us now, and for future
generations to come, we
need your involvement
with Save Our Canyons!

Tom Lund and his son’
Joshua on Steort’s Ridge
in 1999.
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Wild Flowers
of the Central Wasatch Mountains

By Bill King, SOC Trustee

The flora of the Central Wasatch Mountains is very
richindeed! There are nearly 1150 plant species from
the Provo River to the Weber River and from the valley
floor at 4200 feet to the highest peaks at just over 11,000
feet (Arnow 1980), that is over one third of all species
in Utah. Of that number, 819 are presumed native, 92
are circumboreal (that is, grow around the world) and
the rest are introduced or alien species, mostly thought
to be from Eurasia.

These plants grow in many different habitats from
the valley, foothills, montane, sub-alpine to alpine.
Some 175 of our Wasatch plants are capable of growing
above the upper tree limit of about 10,500 feet in the
alpine zone. The Central Wasatch is on the nexus
between the Rocky Mountains and the Great Basin
Desert, as such typical species from both the desert and
mountains are found mixed together in the Wasatch.

We have all seen the beautiful wild flower displays
in Albion Basin the third or fourth week of July. Some
years when the conditions are right it seems like the
whole canyon is blooming at the same time. These mass
blooms are the subject and delight of photographers
from all over the world. But few of us have stopped to
notice the many rare plants that also share the blooming
season. There are over a dozen plants in the central
Wasatch that are listed on the Utah Native Plant Society
rare plant list at: utahrareplants.org. These include the
Wasatch Draba, Wasatch Fitweed, Wasatch Pepperwort,
Wasatch Shooting Star and the Utah Ivesia. These rare
plants are unique to the Wasatch Range and near-by,
but being rare does not qualify a plant as federally
listed as threatened or endangered unless there are
specific causes that threaten its continued existence,
only then can it get protection on federal lands.

Threats:

In the winter time plants are generally considered
protected when covered by 10 feet of snow or more.
However, any unnatural compaction of the snow by
snowcats, snowmobiles and the like, can significantly
reduce the viability of a species by delaying melt out
and reducing an already short growing season. We
have all noticed that groomed ski runs are among the
last to melt out.

In the summer there are innumerable threats to
plant life. Trampling by people, bikes or vehicles may
be one of the biggest problems. The need for hardening
of trails in high use areas such as Silver Lake may be
justified. The introduction of non-native plant species
that may be able to out-compete the local ones is a big
threat.

Since 1967 the Utah Division of Wildlife and the
US Forest Service have introduced eight populations
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of Rocky Mountain Goats to the Wasatch and beyond.
They were introduced into Utah on the weak pretense
that they may have been here before because habitat
exists here for them, but no fossil record has been found
to substantiate this claim. These populations have now
multiplied and some populations are approaching
200. Hunting them as a means of population control
has been proposed. Mountain goats prefer alpine areas
above the tree line in the summer. The goats and those
chasing them with weapons, as well as with cameras,
pose a threat to rare alpine plants and the fragile alpine
environment.

The use of any chemicals, such as pesticides or
defoliants, in our Wasatch Mountains presents a risk
to pollinators such as bees, moths or flies. Some
wildflower species are pollinator specific and any
threat to their specific pollinator is a threat to them.
Global warming in and of its self may change habitats
enough to threaten some species.

What we can do?

Q Stay on established trails as much as possible.

Q Buy a telephoto lens for your camera so you can
take pictures of things at a greater distance.

U Clean your boots and bikes before going hiking
or biking.

Q Don’t unknowingly spread alien species which
could crowd out native ones.

U Participate in organized weed pulls. Don’t pick or
dig wildflowers.

Q Oppose further development and roads which
could fragment plant habitats.

Q Protect the watershed and prevent the rerouting
of water ways.

QFightagainsttheintroduction ofnon-native species
of plants or animals in our Wasatch Mountains.

If we take care of the wonderful Wasatch flora, we
will enjoy their summer beauty for many generations
to come. 1
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Wolves in Utah

By Allison Jones, Staff Conservation Biologist,
Wild Utah Project

and

Kirk Robinson, Executive Director,

Western Wildlife Conservancy

olves were reintroduced to Yellowstone National

Park and central Idaho in the winter of 1995-6,
and ever since some people have feared, and others
hoped, that they would eventually recolonize parts of
Utah on their own. Now rumor has it that there may
be as many as 10 wolves inside Utah borders at any
given time, though the existence of a breeding pair has
not yet been documented. Could 2011 be the year of
Utah’s first wolf pack in 80 years?

The “Northern Rockies Gray Wolf Distinct
Population Segment” (DPS)is a geographic designation
for the gray wolf recovery area in the northern Rockies.
It includes all of Montana, Idaho and Wyoming, as
well as parts of Washington, Oregon and Utah, for a
total area bigger than Texas. Utah’s portion of the DPS
is that part of north-central Utah bounded by I-80 and
I-84, encompassing Cache and Rich counties and parts
of Morgan and Weber and Box Elder counties.

There are currently some 1650-1700 wolves in the
DPS, including at least two or three wolf packs in
both Washington and Oregon, but as yet Utah has
only received occasional transients that have either
been caught and returned (Wolf 253 from Yellowstone,
caught in a coyote trap in Morgan County in 2002),
killed (a wolf found dead in a coyote trap in Box Elder
County a few years ago, and then another killed by
federal agents this past year in Rich County), moved
on to Colorado , returned northward, or stayed on
undetected.

There have been persistent rumors of wolves in
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Utah ever since the reintroduction, but 2010 marked
the first year that their presence seemed real. One wolf
killed a few sheep in Rich County and was for that
reason subsequently killed by Wildlife Services, a sub-
agency of the U.S. Dept. of Agriculture. Another one
apparently killed a flock guard dog in Summit County
and has not been seen since. They’re out there.

The preferred immigration route for wolves
entering Utah is the Bear River Mountains, roughly
down tl%e border of Rich and Cache counties. It might
also include parts of the Wasatch Mountains north of I-
84. Whether a pack will ever become established in the
Wasatch Mountains remains to be seen, but they’ll find
better habitat on the slopes of the Uinta Mountains,
and still better habitat in the Book Cliffs, which hosts
abundant game and few roads or people. Still, it is
not impossible that a pack will form somewhere in the
Wasatch. The Silver Fork Pack!

The Utah wolf management plan, adopted by the
state legislature in 2005, would allow for up to two
breeding pairs of wolves, plus two surviving young
of the year for each, for two years in a row, before
plan revision would be triggered. This seems awfully
stingy to some of us, but revision of the plan wouldn’t
automatically instigate a wolf hunt — rather, it would
involve more detailed plans for wolf management
that might include wolf hunting as the population
expands. But first the wolf would have to be taken off
the Endangered Species list throughout Utah.

In 2010, the Utah legislature passed S.B. 36 amended,
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Allison Jones

which mandates that the Utah Division of Wildlife
Resources not allow the formation of a viable pack
of wolves within the Utah portion of the DPS. More
recently, on April 8, 2011 Congress passed a budget bill
with a rider attached that exempts the gray wolf from
Endangered Species Act protection within the northern
Rockies DPS, with the exception of Wyoming. It also
precludes any possibility of judicial review. This law
will go into effect in the next couple of months, at which
point gray wolves in the Utah portion of the DPS will
be subject to S.B. 36.

Practically speaking, what this means is that an
effort will likely be made to track and kill any wolves
that are spotted near livestock within the DPS . Wolves
that move on into other parts of Utah, however, will
automatically gain endangered species status and will
not be subject to state management authority. Thus, if
a pair of wolves were to den on the slopes of Mount
Superior, Dick Bass could kiss his roller coaster idea

Kirk Robinson

goodbye. In fact, these wolves would not even be
subject to the Utah wolf management plan because
that plan only goes into effect once wolves are delisted
state-wide. Statewide delisting is not on the horizon at
present, but we wouldn’t be surprised if another rider
to that effect shows up on a future budget bill.

What does the future hold for wolves in Utah?
Frankly, it’s not at all likely that wolves will ever den
on the slope of Mount Superior. In fact, they would be
better off avoiding the Wasatch Mountains altogether.
However, it seems almost inevitable that wolf presence
will increase in places like the Uintas and the Book
Cliffs, and that eventually packs will form. When
this happens some people will freak out and others
will rejoice. Imagine camping in the High Uintas and
hearing the lonesome howl of a wolf as the full moon
rises over Tokewanna Peak.

The wolf controversy is nowhere near over for Utah.
It’s just about to begin.

Emigration / Immigration Contest

Many thanks for your entries and intriguing theories on why it’s called Emigration Canyon
rather than (seemingly more appropriately) Immigration Canyon. We didn’t receive a “fact-
based” answer, one citing a historical document, so there will be no First PrizE.

SeconD Prize for the most ingenious speculation goes to Rick Steiner who suggests, “Even back
then little attention was paid to proper education so that they merely misspelled the word.” If
you have read Captain Clark’s diaries of the Lewis and Clark expedition this is very plausible.

THIRD PriZE for the zaniest answer goes to Mel Halbach who, not so plausible, tells us, “Emi was
Brigham Young’s nickname for his seventh wife Emily. She grated on his nerves so severely as
they bushwhacked down the canyon
he proclaimed that her severe tongue would echo down the canyon for
eons. Originally he proclaimed it to be Emi-grated-eons canyon,
however a green jello-like salamander appeared in Brigham’s dream
proclaiming that the canyon to be called “Emigration.” Holding true to
Mormon prophecy the name stuck.”

WWW.Saveourcanyons.org
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Snowbird’s Shenanigans

By Carl Fisher, SOC Executive Director

The Wasatch Mountains are a shared public
resource that provide us with memories, solace,
water, recreational opportunities galore, inspiration,
challenges, educational opportunities, and the basic
human need to connect with our environment. Mount
Superior, one of the biggest, proudest peaks in the
Wasatch, isanicon of these values. This past January, the
Salt Lake County Planning Commission tarnished this
icon by unanimously approving the construction of a
mountain coaster proposed by Snowbird Ski Resort and
one of the Salt Lake County Planning Commissioners.
We were shocked and dismayed by many aspects of
this proposal, which led to our decision to appeal of
the Planning Commissions actions.

The proposed roller coaster is entirely on private
land and is within the existing ski area boundary. It
would be start about 300 feet above the road, on the
slopes of Mount Superior where it would then cross
State Scenic Byway 210, and loop its way down
another 100 feet toward the Snowbird Center. The site
was chosen because the coaster cannot be located on
public land since the use is not related to skiing and
is not (yet) permitted by the US Forest Service Special
Use Permit.

The bottom line regarding ski resort projects is this:
they (and the other Wasatch resorts), have always and
will continue to do whatisin their financial best interest,
not what is in the best interest of the environment,
our canyons, or the watershed. As atrocious as this
proposal may be, one might argue that Snowbird and
the other resorts are merely responding to market
demand. Regardless of the environmental degradation
they cause to our shared alpine resources you still see
cars packed like sardines in their parking lots and the
corralled around their lift entrances every day.

They remain unaffected by public opinion of what
should be done in our canyons, so our only hope is for
the government (municipal, state or federal) to enforce
and uphold the values of the public.

That said, the bigger issue is how Salt Lake County
has failed us in protecting what we the public hold
sacred. For years, through various surveys and public
processes, the voice calling for protection of the
Wasatch, to limit development, to save what is left, has
only been getting stronger. Yet, rather than using the
ordinances to assert that amusement rides and other
developments aren’t in the best interest of the public
or the integrity of the environment, they twist or evade
them to pass nearly every proposal that comes before
them.

We believe, and testified during the public hearing,
that there were a number of grounds on which the
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Planning Commission could have denied this proposal.
The deck is stacked against the public interest in
these canyons as the county appoints developers to
its planning commissions, provides legal counsel to
tell the commission that denial of a project will result
in a lawsuit and provides planners to assist project
applicants to navigate planning ordinances and find
the loopholes that will maximize their development
potential. These processes cripple and mute public
opinion and our shared visions for preserving our
environment, which has played such a crucial role in
shaping our lives.

We were delighted this past April, after hours of
deliberation and really digging into the ordinances,
when the Salt Lake County Board of Adjustment
wisely overturned the Planning Commission’s January
decision to allow a mountain coaster. While we think
this is a huge win for the Wasatch, but we fear Snowbird
will not let this issue go quietly into the night. Also,
Salt Lake County is beginning a revision of the Wasatch
Canyons Master Plan and ordinances governing these
areas. You can be sure the ski resorts will bring this
fight into that process as they have already brought
issues like ski interconnect and resort expansions into
prized backcountry areas.

So, what can be done?

We need to get people who live in Salt Lake County
and who love our canyons on these planning boards
and commissions. We need you to constantly contact
your elected officials at the County, City and State to
let them know these types of developments must not
take place in our canyons and that ordinances need to
protect our canyons, not facilitate development. Lastly,
if you disagree with the projects put forth by the ski
resorts (tunnels, interconnect, constant expansions,
developments), don’t support them! Support our
efforts to fend these projects off and give our canyons
a fighting chance.

The Wasatch Mountains are facing more threats
today than ever before. We cannot stand to let real
estate development and amusement parks dominate
our canyons. Let’s build our economies, amusement
parks and tourism centers in the valley, and focus on
skiing in the areas already in their permit areas and
other appropriate means of recreation in the mountains
and save our canyons for the enjoyment of future
generations!

WWW.saveourcanyons.org



Snowbird’s Expansionist Ambitions
By John Worlock, host of KRCL's Wasatch Environmental Update

The Forest Service recently informed Save Our
Canyons that they have agreed undertake a study
of the environmental consequences of Snowbird’s
ambitious proposal to expand further their ski terrain
on the south side, the American Fork side, of the ridge,
into Mineral Basin and Mary Ellen Gulch. We were
taken aback, as we have understood that the official
Forest Service Plan specifically rules out expanding
ski-resort operations onto public land. The agreement
to study tI}’l)e proposal under the provisions of the
National Environmental Protection act does not imply
a formal approval of the plan, as was pointed out by
Forest Supervisor Brian Ferrebee. But it seems that
the proposal could have been rejected summarily, and
that spending the effort on an Environmental Impact
Statement signals a strong leaning toward a positive
outcome for Snowbird’s proposal.

The centerpiece of Snowbird’s plan is a new
tram, stretching southeastward from the terminus of
the present tram on Hidden Peak to bring skiers to
American Forks Twin Peak, from which they could
access the terrain in Mineral Basin. Details are few and
far between, but likely the terminal facility at the top of
Hidden Peak would l%,e expanded, as this{las also been

a long-time dream of the Snowbird folks.

The proposal is, of course, strongly endorsed by Ski
Utah, invoking the need to keep improving to compete
with Colorado, and the ski industry’s contribution to
Utah’s economy, although it is in fact a tiny fraction of
the whole.

Standing firmly against this expansion is the

rowing community of back-country skiers, with
their increasing numbers crowded into fewer acres of
snow as the ski resorts, with their mechanized skiing,
take over more of the finite terrain offered by the
Wasatch Canyons. We are concerned about a possible
domino effect: if the Forest Service abrogates their no-
expansion rule in this case, what will be left to limit the
expansionist tendencies of all of the other resorts?

Salt Lake City authorities are concerned about
impact on the watershed. While most of the additional
skiing is planned for the American Fork drainage, all
of the additional traffic: much of the construction and
then the skiers, workers, and parking will use the Little
Cottonwood Canyon. Save Our Canyons promises to
join the defenders of the watershed in following this
development very closely. 4

SOC Organized Protest Against Carnival Rides
In Little Cottonwood Canyon was a Great Success
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The Good, the Bad, and the Dubious

GOOD: A very good suggestion appeared in a
recent (April 2, 2011) Salt Lake Tribune editorial. The
controversy surrounding legislation (HB 477), which
would severely limit public access to government
records now protected by GRAMA, has been resolved
by the repeal of that bill in a special legislative session.
Why not go further and institute a widespread practice,
at all levels of Utah government, to routinely place the
bulk of government records online for easy access, both
by government officials and the citizens they serve?
The idea is simple and would speed up the process
and avoid the wrangling and legal expense sometimes
needed to pry the information out of state agencies.

GOOD: Ex-Senator
Bob Bennett is planning
to consult with The
Wilderness Society,
the  worthy  national
environmental group that
has worked tirelessly over
the 75 years to protect
American wilderness.
Let’s hope that Bennett
can put in a good word for
RepresentativeMatheson’s
Wasatch Wilderness and
Watershed Protection Act.

BAD: Rep.MikeNoel (R-Kanab)ofthe UtahLegislature
stays true to his vendetta against environmental
groups. This time it is HB 399, which passed in the 2011
legislative session and was signed by Gov. Herbert.
The bill will require a plaintiff in a suit that might seek
an administrative stay or
injunction to post a bond
to cover any losses the state
might incur from work
stoppage if the suit failed.
What ever happened to the
first amendment in the Bill
of Rights that states that
Congress shall make no
law that abridges the right
of the people to petition the
government for a redress
of grievances? It appears
that one has to pay for this
right.
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BAD: The 2011 Utah legislature has voted against
appropriating any funds
this year to the LeRoy
McCallister Fund. Initiated
in 1999, the fund has helped
conserve thousands of
acres of open space, critical
wetlands, farmland, and
habitat for sensitive species.
Among these and close to
home have been areas in
SummitPark, Rock Canyon,
and Killyon Canyon. Last
November, at the height
of concern over government spending, voters across
the country approved 41 statewide and local ballot
measures related to land and water protection. Utah
couldn’t find a dime to protect disappearing farmland,
wetlands, and wildlife habitat.

DUBIOUS: The U.S. Forest Service Planning Rule
is undergoing its first major update since 1982. The
update is required by the National Forest Management
Act of 1976 and establishes direction for land and
resource management plans.
The current update will be the
first in 29 years. The opposition
coming from the off-highway
vehicle group the Blue Ribbon
Coalition is an encouraging
omen for groups like Save Our
Canyons, but we worry that
Forest Supervisors might end up
with even more arbitrary powers
to ignore management plans than they presently enjoy.
The Forest Service has received 26,000 public comments
on the proposed rule and now will take comments on
it until May 16. It is expected to be finalized sometime
later in 2011. O

GOOD: Utah’s Rep. Rob Bishop who is chairman of
the House National Parks, Forests and Public Lands
Subcommittee has been quoted as saying, “I'm
not opposed to creating wilderness per se, but I
want to make sure that first of all it has the consent
of local elected officials as well as the members
of Congress from that area,” This is what the
extensive stakeholder discussions of Wilderness for
the Wasatch achieved. So what are we waiting for?

WWW.saveourcanyons.org



Guest Editorial

This editorial appeared in the April 5, 2011 of the Salt Lake Tribune.
It is reprinted here by permission from the Tribune.

Water Protection

Former quarterback Steve Young was one of
the greatest offensive players in the history of
the San Francisco 49ers. But he may have met his
match in the defensive line of the Salt Lake City
Public Utilities Department, whose unflinching
stance, guarding the city’s watersheds, is
legendary. And right.

Young, former Brigham Young Universit
football star and NFL Hall of Famer, wants the
city to grant him a water connection so he can
build a house for his father near Cecret Lake in
Little Cottonwood Canyon’s Albion Basin.

The short answer to Young’s request? “No.”

And that should be the end of it. No “hail,
Mary” plays, no end runs. Home develo¥ment in
the capital city’s precious watershed is illegal and
must remain so to protect water supplies for the
city’s residents.

Young and other owners of vacant property in
the basin can’t build homes because they can’t get
water hookups.

There is no culinary water available to 21
cabins that are already located in the basin whose
owners received building permits in the late
1970s. Those residents either have to truck in
water or tap nearby springs.

Salt Lake City owns the rights to the water in
the canyon, and its primary goal is to protect it.
Allowing people to build homes in the watershed

would be an invitation to degradation of the
water supply, and water in the second-driest state
in the nation is not easy to come by.

Salt Lake City has denied other requests for
water, citing a 1976 contract with Alta that capped
the amount of water Salt Lake City provides
the basin. In 1998 the 10th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals ruled that Salt Lake City and the tiny
canyon town of Alta have no responsibility to

rovide water to property owners who want to
guild in the basin. That ruling reflected a previous
court decision in 1977 that upheld Salt LaEe City’s
right to refuse to grant water access.

Young and neighboring property owners have
no better case for demanding water access than
did the previous property owners, some of whom
continue to argue for what they claim is their
Con}sltitutional right to use their property as they
wish.

Former Salt Lake Public Utilities Director
LeRoy Hooten Jr. spent nearly 50 years defending
the city’s water supply against people who tried
all kinds of plays to get water permits, and Jeff
Niermeyer, current utilities director, is just as
formidable.

Not even a man as well-known and influential
in Utah as Steve Young has a chance to score
against this city team. Nor should he. O

WWW.Saveourcanyons.org

Henry Plenk

The Wasatch Mountains lost a great friend
with the death of Henry Plenk 1917 -2011.

As his obituary noted, he was a remarkable
man as a physician, skier, father, hiker, tennis
player, environmentalist, artist and lover of
music. He and his wife Agi made many great
contributions to all of us in the Salt Lake
Community among which their interest in
and support of Save Our Canyons over many
years is just one example. As the organization
faced the daunting task of fund raising for

a non-profit undertaking, Henry and Agi
gave SOC wise counsel and much needed
financial support. We join many others in our
community in mourning this loss.

Save Our Canyons, May, 2011
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Summer’s Here!
Time for the Big Cottonwood Canyon Cleanup!

Join Save Our Canyons this spring and summer to help clean up the Big Cottonwood Canyon for the
upcoming summer!

When: June 5th, July 3rd, and August 7th
(the first Sunday of each month)

Time: Meet at 8:30 a.m. Cleanup ends at 12:30 p.m.

Location: West end of Big Cottonwood Canyon Park & Ride lot then
carpool and work Miles 8-10 of B.C.C. road.

Wear and bring: Gloves, boots, long sleeves, pants, sunglasses
and sunscreen.

Water, snacks, vests, trash bags, and helmets will be provided.

Summer, 2011
Events and Volunteer Opportunities

“Tabling”: A fun, interactive, and rewarding experience where you volunteer your time at the Save
Our Canyons table during events.

Enjoy a day in the park talking with the public about our work and ways they can get involved with
S.0.C,, like joining as a member or volunteering with us on our Trail Days in the Wasatch.

Venture Outdoors Festival
June 18th from 3:00 p.m. till 10:00 p.m.
Canyon Rim Park, 3100 South 2900 East
Salt Lake City Farmers Market at Pioneer Park
8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Dates: July 30, August 27, September 24, October 22
300 South 300 West
Check out our events calendar at:
WWW.Saveourcanyons.org

for the most up-to-date information on events.
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SAVE
OUR

Thank You to All of the Incredible Businesses that Supported
Our Ninth Annual Lone Peak Celebration

Adventure Medical Kits LLC
Airblaster

Alpine Art

Bacchus Rental Services
Bambara

Beehive Cheese

Black Diamond

Bondi Band

Boulder Mountain Lodge
Brittany Bellows

Cactus and Tropicals
Carolyn Guild Photography
Cascade Designs

Centered City Yoga

Chums

Evolv

Granite Gear

Gregory Packs

Hansen Co. Jewelry

Health 2 Go!

High Sierra

Huddart Floral

Jeweler’s Guild

Keen

Kirkham’s Outdoor Products
Klean Kanteen

LEKI USA Inc

Liston Concepts
MacNichol Guitars
Martine

Mazza Middle Eastern Cuisine
Merrell

Modern Display

Moki Pottery

Momentum Climbing Gym
Montrail

Mountainsmith

Nutty Guys

Ortovox

Patagonia Outlet SLC

Petzl America

Porcupine Restaurant
Recreation Outlet

Rock and Ice Magazine
Rossignol

Smith Optics

Southwest Airlines
Stackpole Books

Stella Grill

Sugarpost Pottery and Metal
Art

Sundance

The Beer Nut

The Desert Edge Brewery

The King's English

The Red Butte Cafe

University Guest House

Voile

Wanderlust Images

Wasatch Touring

Wild Rooster Artworks Pottery
William and Sylvia Gray
Xmission

Additional thanks to the Salt
Lake Hardware Building
and to all of the amazing
volunteers that helped make
the event a success!

Additional thanks to the Salt Lake Hardware Building and to all of the amazing
volunteers that helped make the event a success!

WWW.Saveourcanyons.org
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