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President’s Message

Canyon traffic long ago reached gridlock 
status on big holidays like Presidents Day.  It 

steadily gets worse as the population of Salt Lake 
Valley and the entire Wasatch Front continues its 
seemingly inexorable climb.  You can now find 
yourself in traffic jam on many weekdays when 
the air is crisp and the powder cushy. And it isn’t 
just in the winter; summer visits are marked by 
many overflowing parking lots pushing hikers’ 
cars out onto the highway shoulders in the 
Cottonwoods and Mill Creek. There have been 
studies, committees, plan revisions, polls all 
bringing forth ideas on what could be done to 
address this problem.  The recent Envision Utah 
report “Wasatch Canyons Tomorrow” gathered 
opinions on public preferences on many canyon 
problems including traffic.  It found very strong 
support for public transit to alleviate the glut of 
private autos.

A lot of transit schemes, old and new, are 
grinding through the rumor mill and some of 
them are startling but perhaps worth thinking 
about.  Here’s one of them that has been raising 
eyebrows.

What if they, perhaps UDOT, built a cog 
railway up Little Cottonwood Canyon to Alta with 
stops at Snowbird and the White Pine trailhead?  
And what if they put a rail tunnel through from 
the end of the LCC road to Big Cottonwood 
Canyon and also built another rail tunnel from 
BCC to the Park City area?  In this scheme the 
present highways up LCC and BCC would be 
closed except for emergency vehicles, vehicles 
servicing businesses and private homeowners.  
This might be accomplished by permits or by 
hefty fees for nonconforming vehicles.  What 
would you get with this plan?  You’d get rid of the 
traffic jams.  There would be a resort interconnect 
that didn’t involve lifts or gondolas and 
wouldn’t take away even more of the dwindling 
backcountry ski areas.  The system could operate 
in the summer providing access to trailheads and 
resorts.  It might be better for the watershed than 
all those parking lots and other surface structures.

The plan has attractive features, but what about 

problems it would generate?  Tunnels through the 
mountains where many miles of old mining shafts 
exist would doubtless drain in mountain streams, 
but the water in these tunnels is polluted with 
heavy metal compounds that mustn’t get into the 
water supply. Is there a way to seal off the sources 
of this contamination?  What would happen if the 
rail-tunnel system were built but love of cars and 
commercial considerations led to keeping both rail 
and road access open?  

This would be catastrophic since the result 
would be more people in the mountains without 
any lessening of traffic congestion. Would 
connecting resorts spoil them?  One of the 
attractions of LCC and BCC ski resorts is that the 
number of visitors is limited by parking.  Where 
would the railway up LCC be located?  How 
would it be protected from avalanches?  What 
would happen to LCC access during construction 
of the railway?  Where would you park your car 
in preparation to getting onto the train?  Park 
and Ride availability in the valley is very limited.  
Would the rail-tunnel scheme be so costly for 
the user that it would even further discriminate 
against all but very well heeled skiers and hikers?

We all need to contemplate these questions and 
other unintended consequences that will surely 
arise.

Many schemes have come up in the past.  One 
contemplated a tunnel starting in Draper and 
passing under the Wasatch to Park City with 
elevators to carry people to the surface at resorts.  
Not all are as zany as this one.  What about closing 
the BCC and LCC highways to private cars, with 
the exceptions noted above, and providing access 
to resorts and trailheads using busses?  Why not?  
This scheme would avoid a lot of the problems 
that seem to beset the rail-tunnel plan.

Put on your thinking cap.  While you ponder 
remember the goals: protect watershed, preserve 
backcountry terrain, provide affordable public 
access to what are, after all, mostly public lands. 
–– GALE DICK

The Rumor Mill
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Massive expansion planned in American Fork Canyon

Snowbird vs. “Man and Nature in Harmony”
By Carl Fisher, SOC Executive Director

When Snowbird first came to Little Cottonwood 
Canyon in 1972, erecting their enormous concrete 

buildings and began removing trees for their runs they 
ran an ad, “Snowbird, Man and Nature in Harmony.” 
Fast forward 40 years. Earlier this year, Snowbird 
attempted to construct a mountain coaster on the slopes 
of Mount Superior in Little Cottonwood Canyon. With 
the assistance of one of the Salt Lake County Planning 
Commissioners, who is also a Snowbird consultant, the 
resort was able to obtain the unanimous preliminary 
approval for the construction of the mountain coaster 
despite its inconsistency with the Wasatch Canyons 
Master Plan, the Foothills and Canyons Overlay 
Zoning Ordinance, and not being allowed under the 
conditional use permitting process. Shortly thereafter, 
Save Our Canyons appealed this decision to the Salt 
Lake County Board of Adjustment citing it as arbitrary, 
capricious and illegal. In May of this year, the Board 
upheld the appeal finding indeed, that the Planning 
Commission’s approval of this project was indeed 
arbitrary, capricious and even illegal. A few weeks ago, 
Snowbird’s thirty days to appeal the County Board of 
Adjustment’s ruling lapsed with little word from the 
resort. This was the first time in our memory, where we 
succeeded before the county Board of Adjustment or 
Planning Commission - truly a momentous occasion! 

In July, Save Our Canyons noticed a Utah County 
Zoning Ordinance change had been released showing 
Snowbird Resort’s proposed Lands Use Ordinance text 
amendments to the CE-1, Critical Environment Zone, 
allowing for further development in Mineral Basin, 
Mary Ellen Gulch and the summit of the American 
Fork Twin Peaks. These all lie in the headwaters of 
the American Fork Canyon Watershed. This is the 
same Land Use Ordinance and zone which Snowbird 
amended in 1997 in order to construct the Mineral Basin 
lifts.  At that time Snowbird stated as justification for 
the planning changes that there was no plan to build 
any ski lodges or anything other than pre-packaged 
foods to their patrons, however a paradigm shift has 
apparently taken place as the new text strikes the 
vending provision and calls instead for “Mountain 
resort related retail and food and beverage facilities.” 
Additionally, the resort is asking to offer, “Mountain 
resort features, such as zip lines, alpine slides and 
mountain coasters and similar recreational oriented 
amenities” which have proved controversial just over 
the ridgeline in Salt Lake County.

Simultaneously, Snowbird is seeking permission 
to revise its Resort Master Development Plan from 
the US Forest Service, who recently closed the public 
comment period on phase 1 of the project. Once that 
has been completed, the resort will begin phase 2 of 

its MDP revision, containing much more controversial 
projects like a tram from Hidden Peak to the top of the 
American Fork Twin Peaks. Portioning out projects into 
separate steps seems short-sighted and unprecidented 
in the area, as it complicates the environmental analysis, 
especially when looking at the cummulative impacts 
of projects in the MDP. We are very concerned about 
the extent of these expansions and will continue to 
monitor them and engage with County Planners and 
other reviewing agencies. 

We think it is safe to say that Snowbird has lost 
sight of what “Man and Nature in Harmony” means. 
People enjoy our resorts, but have been very clear 
over the years they do not want them to expand into 
areas that are outside their existing boundaries. It is 
clear Snowbird will not stop pushing until they have 
conquered every inch of land adjacent to them, a blatant 
disregard of other users in one of the most heavily 
used forests and essential watersheds in the United 
States. Adjacent US Forest Service lands are popular 
for hiking, backpacking, and especially popular with 
backcountry hunters. It is not uncommon to see elk, 
black bear, moose, pika, king fishers and other wildlife 
in these remote areas adjacent to a major metropolitan 
area.

We were encouraged on July 19th when the Utah 
County Planning Commissioners shared our concern 
regarding Snowbird’s proposal to open up the upper 
reaches of the American Fork Canyon watershed to 
more intensive developments. It is encouraging because 
they heard us and a number of concerned canyon-goers, 
students. and residents. Surely, our experiences before 
the Salt Lake Coutny Planning Commission have been 
very different on similar issues where it seems as if you 
are talking to a rock, zero emotion, zero deliberation, 
zero thought. In the end, it sounds as if Utah County will 
be getting some sort of FCOZ-esque zoning ordinance, 
which can only bolster the integrity of sensitive lands 
in that area assuming they don’t hand out variances 
like funnel cakes at the county fair as has become the 
tradition in Salt Lake County. 

However jaded we might sometimes feel, the 
past few months surely have shown that persistence, 
passion, and sticking to facts can lead to what we hope 
are sweeping protections for this range which we all 
dearly love. That is something we look forward to.  !
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Save Our Canyons and many other lovers of the 
Wasatch Canyons are celebrating this week.  They 

celebrate the denial of Snowbird Ski Resort’s plan to 
construct a “mountain coaster” in the heart of Little 
Cottonwood Canyon.  The plan was derailed early 
last week by a vote of the Salt Lake County Board of 
Adjustment, overruling the earlier approval of the 
roller coaster idea by the Planning Commission. 

It is difficult to overstate the shock and horror that 
many of us felt when Snowbird announced its plan.  
Snowbird wanted to provide toboggan-like rides on 
a 33 hundred-foot track snaking down the slope at 
the base of Mount Superior, the iconic Mt Superior, 
then running across State Highway 210 to end at the 
Snowbird Center.  Riders, of course, would not be 
asked to make the four-hundred foot vertical hike to 
the top of the Coaster, but would be delivered there by 
a cable-tow.  

The whole enterprise would involve no skill and 
no exertion, giving riders a very brief exposure to a 
bit of mountain territory that would be much better 
appreciated by a leisurely stroll on foot.  This kind of 

mechanical recreation degrades the whole idea of the 
outdoor experience in the Canyon.  Especially in the 
summertime, when the coaster would operate, the 
Wasatch Canyons provide opportunities to commune 
with the trees and the flowers, the birds and the insects 
and occasionally, a chipmunk or a moose.  The coaster 
would offer nothing that enhances one’s appreciation 
of the terrain.

Imagine, also, the insult to the scenery provided 
by a very evident bridge over the highway, which is 
officially designated as a Utah Scenic Byway.

However, none of these issues was evident in 
affecting the Board’s rejection of the plan and their 
implied reprimand to the Planning Commission.  
Instead they based their decision on hard facts and the 
multiple ways in which the coaster would violate the 
county’s zoning laws.  Huzzah!

But don’t break out the champagne just yet.  The 
issue will return to the Planning Commission and 
Snowbird will perhaps have an opportunity to soften 
its insult to the Canyon.  We promise to keep you 
informed. !

Snowbird is Denied its Canyon Roller Coaster
John Worlock, SOC Trustee, broadcast this KRCL WASATCH ENVIRONMENTAL UPDATE commentary on April 24.

Snowbird’s Ambitious Expansion Plans
The following was John Worlock’s WASATCH ENVIRONMENTAL UPDATE 

broadcast on July 24, 2011 on KRCL, 90.9 FM, 

Back in April, Snowbird made official its wish to 
expand its ski-area boundaries over the ridge 

into Mary Ellen Gulch, with a couple of new ski-lifts, 
including activity both on their privately owned land 
and on some Forest Service territory.  At the same 
time, Snowbird has a plan to build a new aerial tram 
delivering skiers to the top of American Forks Twin 
Peak Mountain. In spite of the fact that the Uintah 
Wasatch Cache Forest Service Plan explicitly forbids 
any further ski-area expansion onto the Forest, the 
Supervisor agreed to an evaluation of the plan, which 
will involve a lengthy Environmental Impact Study. 

Now Snowbird has raised the ante by asking Utah 
County to change the zoning language for their CE-1, 
or Critical Environment, Zone to allow them to build a 
variety of amusement-park entertainments such as zip-
lines, alpine slides and mountain coasters.  Snowbird 
had earlier prevailed on Utah County to modify 
their zoning language to accommodate the resort’s 
expansion into Mineral Basin.  Both Mary Ellen Gulch 
and Mineral Basin are in the American Fork Canyon 
and within the CE-1 Zone.

Save Our Canyons, fresh from its recent success in 
opposing Snowbird’s proposal for a mountain coaster 
on the flank of Mt Superior in Little Cottonwood 

Canyon, is equally opposed to zip-lines, alpine slides 
and mountain coasters on the Utah County side of 
the mountains.  They have pointed out, in thoughtful 
testimony before the County Planning Commission 
that the zoning change would conflict with the Utah 
County General Plan in several ways.  They say that 
this type of recreation is out of character for that area 
and that the proposed features are inconsistent with 
the natural environment, supposedly protected by the 
Critical Environment zoning.

They recommended strongly that Utah County 
Planners should take their time, anticipating future 
planning challenges within the Critical Environment 
Zone, crafting a long-term Master Plan for such 
sensitive areas, and waiting to hear the outcome of the 
Forest Service study of environmental impact.

So far, it seems that the Planning Board shares some 
of these ideas.  At a meeting last week they heard 
testimony and agreed to postpone any action for at 
least two months.

Go to the website SaveOurCanyons.org to stay 
informed about this contest. ! 
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Trail crew takes a breather before returning to work.

Summer Trail Program
and Big Cottonwood Canyon Cleanups

By Alex Schmidt, SOC Intern

This year marks the 10th anniversary of SOC’s 
adoption of miles 8-10 of Big Cottonwood Canyon 

Scenic Byway, State Route 190. We have held two of 
three scheduled BCC cleanups this summer removing 
everything from plastic bottles, bags, and aluminum 
cans to the occasional snow sled and 8 foot piece of 
scrap metal. Meeting at the BCC park-and-ride one 
Sunday morning each summer month has become a 
welcomed event, affording staff and volunteers alike 
a few hours to enjoy an unobstructed view of the 
canyon and even a few friendly waves from motorists 
and cyclists that pass by.

In 2005 Save Our Canyons, working along with 
Utah Open Lands, Trust for Public Lands, and Salt 
Lake County, undertook a collective endeavor to 
protect property at the base of Grandeur Peak. The 
land was conveyed to Salt Lake County for use as 
public open space and trails, with Utah Open Lands 

holding a conservation easement that protects the 
property from development in perpetuity. This 
easement protects public access to the Bonneville 
Shoreline Trail, Grandeur Peak and the wilderness 
areas beyond.

Now, six years later, this area remains a popular 
point of departure from the busy city only steps 
away. Due to easy access and numerous recreational 
opportunities available from this trail there was and 
continues to be a lot of work to be done. Therefore 
we chose a perfect sweltering June day to install 20 
water bars, several trail-closed signs, and remove 
bag after heaping garbage bag full of invasive Myrtle 
Spurge. As the sun turned the Grandeur Peak trail 
into a frying pan SOC alongside a group of nearly 
80 dedicated outdoor stewards dropped a shoulder 
in order to whip this little slice of open space into 
shape. Over the past month we have been working 
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closely with Conservation Alliance, Salt Lake Climbers 
Alliance, Salt Lake County, Utah Open Lands and Black 
Diamond equipment company to iron out the logistics 
of rehabilitating this trail.

After two on-site meetings and numerous emails we 
decided on and executed a very successful volunteer 
day. Completing the work in just under 4 hours with 
everyone feeling accomplished and satisfied with their 
efforts.

This summer has shown what can be accomplished 
when a group of hard working people forms together 
with one common goal. Spreading the workload over 
several groups including city and county employees, 
local businesses and user groups, Forest Service and 
Utah Open Lands we have tackled what at times seemed 
like an insurmountable foe. Yet with the amount of 
knowledge, ability and effort of everyone involved not 
to mention, buckets of sweat left on the trail we have 
played an integral role in preserving today what will 
be looked on by future generations as treasured spaces 
to recreate and explore.

Continuing on, our July 9th trail day provided 
SOC with a great opportunity to add our name to the 
Goldman Sachs Community Teamworks 2011 season 
project. An ongoing community volunteer project 
that has completed over 148,000 hours of community 
service with 25,300 employees volunteering their time 
since 1997.

Draper city, the site of two trail days this season 
has proved to be the diamond in the rough for us this 
summer. With all the run off in the Cottonwoods, access 
has been difficult and even dangerous for volunteers. 
The Draper City trail system has seemingly unlimited 
possibilities for hikers, bikers, and equestrian users 
alike.  

Our group consisting of 12 Goldman Sachs 
employees, 2 Wasatch 100 racers, 3 Draper city 
volunteers and 1 Wasatch Mountain Club volunteer 
met at the Ballard Equestrian park before heading up 
to Anne’s trailhead working a section of the trail that 
was recently cut in by the Forest Service. Our group 
hiked in about one mile then began removing root 
balls, pulling down dirt from the uphill slope, cutting 
back overgrowth and removing berms. Everyone 
worked diligently and kept a steady pace all morning 
completing just shy of 1.5 miles of trail by lunchtime.

This summer the Forest Service launched their 
Wasatch Watershed Legacy Project. It is an ongoing 
collaborative effort that will encompass a variety of 
work ranging from a trail maintenance day reopening 
the Little Cottonwood Temple Quarry trail to removing 
invasive weed species from around the Silver Lake 
interpretive center in Big Cottonwood Canyon. For 
more information on volunteer opportunities with 
the Wasatch Watershed Legacy Project please email 
<mailto:volunteer@saveourcanyons.org>volunteer@
saveourcanyons.org.

SOC would like to thank Kirk Thrift and Ace 
Hardware for donating tools to our summer trails 
program and employees from Goldman Sachs, Black 
Diamond equipment, Swarmbuilder, Gregory Packs, 
Patagonia, Petzl, Hotwax Media, Backcountry.com 
along with support from Salt Lake Climbers Alliance 
and Conservation Alliance for volunteering their time 
to help make this a productive and enjoyable start of 
the summer in the Wasatch Mountains. We have forged 
some great relationships with a variety of user groups 
and businesses forming a small army of amazing 
stewards dedicated to the ongoing preservation of the 
Wasatch Mountains, canyons and foothills.
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Points North

In Utah, Finding Wilderness on the Edge of Town
By Shawn Perich, North Shore Press

SOC’s EDITORS’ NOTE: This past July, Save Our Canyons in conjunction with our good friends at Campaign for 
America’s Wilderness had the opportunity to take a few of the writers in town for the Outdoor Writers Association 
of America conference on a guided hike through the Wasatch. The following essay documents one of our hikes and the 
impression gathered from the author who lives in Northern Minnesota. This piece was reprinted with permission from the 
author and Outdoor News (<http://www.outdoornews.com>www.outdoornews.com).

Shawn Perich 
and 

Tanner

Utah’s Wasatch Range is known as a skiing mecca, 
where a winter’s accumulation of snow may 

measure 500 inches or more. With major ski areas 
conveniently located less than an hour from the 
Salt Lake City Airport, skiing makes a significant 
contribution to the economy. But in the spring, when 
the snow melts, the mountain range makes a vital 
contribution to the people who live there. The runoff 
feeds seven creeks that are the water supply for the 
Salt Lake City metropolitan area.

Recently, I spent several days attending the Outdoor 
Writers of America conference at Snowbird Lodge, 
high up the Little Cottonwod Canyon. Although the 
massive ski resort is nestled in the valley, protection of 
the water quality in Little Cottonwod Creek remains a 
primary  concern. For instance, dogs are not allowed 
in the valley, because--literally--no one wants to drink 
doggie doo. However, development pressures, largely 
driven by the recreation industry, threaten the  quality 
of the water supply and the desires of many people 
who want accessible places where they can escape 
from the trappings of civilization. Not everyone 
wants to take a chairlift or ride a snowmobile to reach 
the mountaintops. What they want is a wilderness 
experience.

Enter a Utah organization called Save Our Canyons, 
which came of age during the 1970s at the same time 
the ski industry was evolving from small, Mom and 
Pop operations to major resorts. Save Our 
Canyons has served as a watchdog on 
development within the Wasatch Range 
and an advocate for land protection. Since 
the U.S. Forest Service is the primary 
landowner, the ultimate land protection 
is to designate an area as wilderness. One 
morning, I joined the director of Save Our 
Canyons, Carl Fisher, and staff from the 
Washington D.C.-based Pew Campaign 
for America’s Wilderness on a hike to a 
proposed wilderness area not far from 
Snowbird Resort. Carl is a snowboarder 
who likes to hike into the backcountry 
and traverse wild slopes, as do many 
other skiers and boarders. The hiking 
trail we followed was one of his favorite 
routes to the high country and an area 
his organization would like to add to an 

adjacent, existing wilderness.
The White Pine Trail followed the drainage of a 

feeder creek into the high country. Due to exceptionally 
deep snows and a late spring, the creek was a raging 
torrent. Rivulets of meltwater ran down the trail. Carl 
said we wouldn’t be able to reach the mountaintops, 
because we would encounter deep snow at higher 
elevations. In fact, skiing at Snowbird had just ended 
on July 4. However, I was less apprehensive about the 
snow than the the elevation, because our hike began 
at about 7,500 feet. The trail, an old access road, made 
a gradual ascent, but we hadn’t gone far before I was 
perspiring heavily, as if I’d been chopping wood or 
doing some other strenuous activity. I didn’t feel tired, 
so somehow the altitude must have made me break 
into a sweat.

Normally, early July is the best time to see 
wildflowers, but they hadn’t yet bloomed. The trail 
passed through a patchy forest spruce and fir, though 
most of the slopes were bare of trees. Carl said the 
mountains are home to mule deer, elk, moose, black 
bears and other wildlife, though big game is scarce near 
the ski area due to all of the human activity. However, I 
did add one species to my life list. As we walked past a 
boulder field, Carl paused. “I heard a pika whistle,” he 
said and then pointed. “There it is.” The pika is a small 
rodent that lives in alpine areas. Although it didn’t have 
stripes, the pika reminded me of a chubby chipmunk. 

Carl said biologists are concerned climate 
change may eliminate pika habitat at lower 
elevations and threaten the existence of 
this high country rodent. At some point, 
the pika may be considered for listing as 
an endangered species.

Although we didn’t see much other 
wildlife, the White Pine Trail was busy 
with hikers, even though it was a weekday. 
During the winter, Carl said the trailhead 
parking lot is filled with vehicles most days 
of the week. This isn’t surprising, because 
Salt Lake City is nearby. In Minnesota, we 
head for the nearest fishing lake when we 
want to get outside for a few hours. Out 
here, folks head for the hills. Eventually, 
we climbed up to 9,000 feet, where the trees 
gave way to mountain meadows. Looking 
down the Little Cottonwood Canyon, we 
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could see the desert basin of the Great Salt Lake. Carl 
pointed to another mountain range across the basin, 
where we could see the Kennicot copper mine, an open 
pit so large it is visible from space. The mine was a 
complete contrast from our immediate surroundings, 
which are at risk of other commercial development. At 
our feet was a patch of leafy green plants called skunk 
cabbage.

Carl said the plant contains a chemical used in 
cancer medicine and a pharmaceutical company has 
proposed mechanized, commercial harvesting in the 
Wasatch Range. Where we were standing was also 
being considered for an expansion of the ski area. 
Wilderness designation would prevent development 
from occurring. But the most prudent reason for 

keeping the area wild is doing so protects the source of 
the water supply for 500,000 people living in the desert 
below. Salt Lake City is among the fastest growing 
urban areas in the West.

Walking back down the White Pine Trail, we passed 
more hikers, including families with children. While we 
often think of wilderness as distant and inaccessible, 
here it is available to anyone willing to make a two-
hour hike.  In an era where we worry people are losing 
touch with the natural world, it is comforting to know 
there are still places where you can find wilderness on 
the edge of town.  !

EDNA MEININGER, long-
time member of Save Our 
Canyons, passed away on 
May 21, 2001.  We at 
SOC remember her with 
fondness and gratitude 
even though we had never 
actually met her.  When 
our organization was small 
and struggling to raise a few dollars to 
defray postage and printing we sent out 
the occasional request for donations. 
Edna was among the first to respond, 
with a modest and vital contribution.  

She continued to do this 
throughout her life; she also 
wrote letters to the editor 
urging preservation of our 
canyons.  Her obituary 
listed two affiliations:  The 
Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-Day Saints 
and Save Our Canyons.  

Thank you Edna Meininger.  You 
embodied the true strength of Salt Lakers 
wanting to protect their beloved Wasatch.

Edna Meininger

Utah Federal Judge Redefines 

Free Speech Rights

Granted by the Constitution

TIM DECHRISTOPHER has been sentenced to 
serve 2 years in federal prison and pay 
$10,000 fine. These are far from the maximum 
penalties allowed by law so, arguably, this 
is the good part.  Judge Benson reprimanded 
DeChristopher for speaking out after his 
conviction in March. He stated during the 
sentencing hearing that DeChristopher might 
not have faced prosecution, let alone prison, 
if it were not for that “continuing trail of 

statements.”  This seems to violate the first 
amendment’s right to freedom of speech.  And 
this seems to be bad, although it is apparently 
within the permitted latitude of the judge.  The 
notion of Tim being led off to prison, apparently 
with his wrists handcuffed is sad.  This is what 
you get from a federal judge in a Utah District 
Court for exerting your free speech rights. 

See:  Simplified Bill of Rights on next page.
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1st Amendment

Protects the people’s right to practice religion, to speak freely, to assemble (meet), to 
address the government and of the press to publish.

 
2nd Amendment

Protects the right to own guns.
 
3rd Amendment

Guarantees that the army cannot force homeowners to give them room and board.
 
4th Amendment

Protects the people from the government improperly taking property, papers, or 
people, without a valid warrant based on probable cause (good reason).

 
5th Amendment

Protects people from being held for committing a crime unless they are properly 
indicted, that they may not be tried twice for the same crime, and that you need not be 
forced to testify against yourself. It also contains due process guarantees.

 
6th Amendment

Guarantees a speedy trial, an impartial jury, and that the accused can confront 
witnesses against them, and that the accused must be allowed to have a lawyer.

 
7th Amendment

Guarantees a jury trial in federal civil court cases. This type of case is normally no 
longer heard in federal court.

 
8th Amendment

Guarantees that punishments will be fair, and not cruel, and that extraordinarily large 
fines will not be set.

 
9th Amendment

Simply a statement that other rights aside from those listed may exist, and just 
because they are not listed doesn’t mean they can be violated.

 
10th Amendment

Says that any power not granted to the federal government belongs to the states.
 

Simpli!ed Bill Of  Rights
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Diehl’s Canyon Resort Residential Zone 
is Denied by Cottonwood Heights 

By Jennifer Kecor, SOC Issues Coordinator

Looking east onto the Wasatch, it’s difficult not 
to witness the beauty and feel a sense of awe for 

Salt Lake Valley’s stunning backdrop.  The area is 
a shared public asset that provides ease of access, 
endless recreational opportunities, drinking water, and 
beauty.  Big Cottonwood Canyon serves as a gateway 
to the Wasatch and was threatened by a development 
proposal, when earlier this year Diehl requested that 
the Cottonwood Heights City Council revisit the 
original Canyon Resort Residential (CRR) zoning 
ordinance and put it to a vote.  After almost 2 years, 
the Cottonwood Heights finally convened on August 
2nd to put the CRR to a vote.  A motion to deny the 
CRR was moved and it passed unanimously by the 
Cottonwood Heights City Council.  

The CRR zoning ordinance was originally 
recommended by the planning commission to the 
city council back in August 2009, when the so called 
“city-initiated” process was exposed for a lack of 
transparency due to GRAMA records requested by 
Save Our Canyons.  The public’s protest over this 
consequently stalled and delayed a vote until further 
notice.  At the June 28th City Council meeting it was 
clear that the public is serious about protecting the 
Wasatch from the likes of developers such as Terry 
Diehl, when the citizens of the community came out 
in full force and filled the Cottonwood Heights City 

Council Chambers.  This City Council meeting was the 
culmination of 2 years of public opposition over this 
issue.  

The Cottonwood Heights General Plan has provided 
a vision for its City: “The City is proud of its stunning 
backdrop and hopes to preserve viewsheds, hillsides, 
and enhance connections between the city and the 
canyons.”  This vision certainly did not support the 
CRR.  Terry Diehl’s proposal was completely out of 
touch with Cottonwood Heights.  Upon incorporation 
in 2005, the City set a standard, a quality of life for its 
citizens and community.  There was plenty of evidence 
suggesting the CRR was inappropriate for the Tavaci 
site, for Cottonwood Heights, and the Wasatch.  In the 
end, the City upheld the spirit and the intention set 
out in its General Plan.  To our surprise, Cottonwood 
Heights was looking out for Cottonwood Heights.  

While we can rest easy knowing that the CRR is no 
longer a viable option, Terry Diehl looms large and the 
Tavaci site still remains an undeveloped property.  A 
developer the likes of Terry Diehl feels that developing 
a significant property along the Wasatch is completely 
acceptable.  This was Diehl’s final attempt to obtain 
approval for the CRR, a high density, mixed-use zoning 
ordinance from Cottonwood Heights.  However, Save 
Our Canyons now wonders what Diehl’s next move will 
be.  Will the developer seek municipal disconnection 

 The Tavaci property, at the mouth of Big Cottonwood Canyon, is basically undeveloped.
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from the City?  The bottom line is, Diehl is looking out 
for what is best for Diehl, not for Cottonwood Heights 
and not for the Wasatch.  

Right after the CRR was put to a vote, the City 
Council openly initiated a process prompting the 
planning staff to start developing a zoning ordinance 
for Tavaci.  Mayor Cullimore stated that the city council 
as a whole wanted to see the property developed.  
The City Council would like to see a more residential 

zoning ordinance, possibly a hybrid of some of the 
existing residential zoning ordinances in Cottonwood 
Heights.       

It is clear that the public voice calling for the 
protection of the Wasatch has been heard this time.  
Cottonwood Heights is still the city between the 
canyons and Big Cottonwood Canyon and will remain 
a scenic gateway entrance to the Wasatch. !

For 15 years now, we have been sending you 
quarterly newsletters filled with commentary, news, 
opinion, stories, beautiful pictures, and of course the 
“Good, Bad and Ugly” section compiled all by our 
wonderfully dedicated staff, board, and volunteers. 

What we don’t have is your voice! 
In an effort to engage members, or simply just 

readers who happen across our lovely publication, 

we will begin (once again) to solicit your comments 
and feature a selected commentary in each issue. So 
if something strikes you, touches you, or if you just 
want to join us on our soapbox, join the discussion by 
sending an email to: <mailto:editor@saveourcanyons.
org>editor@saveourcanyons.org. 

We look forward to engaging with you!

Heeeeelp!!! 
We want to hear your thoughts! 

SOC board and staff evaluate Big Cottonwood Ale.

SQUATTERS brewery has added an American amber 
ale, Big Cottonwood, to its lineup, carrying on a 
community-involvement mission by donating a 
portion of its annual sales to the nonprofit group 
Save Our Canyons. “Save Our Canyons is ecstatic to 
be partnering with one of Utah’s premier breweries,” 
said executive director Carl Fisher. “After spending a 
day in the Wasatch, people can enjoy this refreshing 

brew, knowing they are supporting Save Our 
Canyons’ work to protect this beloved area. Let’s all 
drink to that.”
 Squatters founder Jeff Polychronis describes Big 
Cottonwood as a robust Cascade dry-hopped amber 
ale with floral citrus aromas and layers of malted 
barley flavors.   Your SOC trustees have checked this 
out and agree with Jeff.  It is delicious.

A New Brew for the Wasatch
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Summer and winter trash 
gathered below a section of ski lift

to Snake Creek pass.

Photo by Chris Biltoft

The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly

GOOD.  Utah’s Rep, Rob 
Bishop, chair of the House 
National Parks, Forests and 
Public Lands Subcommittee 
that reviews wilderness 
proposals, is on record saying 
“I’m not opposed to creating 
wilderness per se, but I want 
to make sure that first of all it 
has the consent of local elected 
officials as well as the members 
of Congress from that area”. 
Wilderness bills also should 
not create economic hardship 
or endanger private property, 
he added. This continues to 
be good news as we await 
the re-introduction of Rep. 
Jim Matheson’s Wasatch 
Watershed and Wilderness 
bill.  This bill has been 
scrutinized and written to 
meet Rep. Bishop’s criteria.  
Let’s hope for smooth sailing 
in his committee. 

GOOD.  The Deseret News reports that the Wasatch 
Mountains have been selected as one of five areas in 
the country for a pilot project using public-private 
partnerships for watershed protection. The U.S. 
Department of Agriculture  chose the Uinta-Wasatch-
Cache National Forest for the project in part because of 
Salt Lake City’s long history as a partner with the 

U.S. Forest Service on land-use issues that embrace 
watershed protections, the News reported. With 
60 percent of the Salt Lake Valley’s water supply 
originating in the Wasatch Mountains, the goal is to 
beef up protections amid mounting pressures from 
increased recreation use and a growing population, said 
Laura Briefer, Salt Lake City’s special projects manager.  
Salt Lake City’s Department of Public Utilities has 
been protecting the Wasatch watershed diligently for a 
century and deserves our gratitude and praise.
BAD.  A bill, H. R. 1581, has been introduced into 
the U. S. House of Representatives.  Its introductory 
paragraph describes the bill as follows: “To release 
wilderness study areas administered by the Bureau of 
Land Management that are not suitable for wilderness 
designation from continued management as de facto 
wilderness areas and to release inventoried roadless 
areas within the National Forest System that are not 
recommended for wilderness designation from the land 
use restrictions of the 2001 Roadless Area Conservation 
Final Rule and the 2005 State Petitions for Inventoried 
Roadless Area Management Final Rule, and for other 
purposes.”  The bill, which would release millions of 
acres of protected public lands into local management, 
has been denounced by Bob Abbey, director of the 
BLM and other officials in the Obama administration.  
William Meadows, president of the Wilderness Society 
is quoted as saying, “[This] Great Outdoor Giveaway is 
a blank check to corporate polluters to destroy our land, 
air and water.”  H. R. 1581 reads like a piece of public 
lands legislation concocted in the Utah Legislature.  
And that’s not good.
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GOOD.  Collection 
of fees for driving 
up into Mill Creek 
has been going on 
for 20 years and 
has been used to 
build new facilities, 
maintain trails, 
rehabilitate stream 
banks and improve 

law enforcement.  Salt Lake County and Forest Service 
officials joined together last June to celebrate the success 
of this unusual program.  This  program sounds like a 
good model for the care of other canyons.  
UGLY. One of SOC’s members and long-time Wasatch 
enthusiast reports:  “I was hiking along the Snake Creek 

Pass trail last weekend. 
Unfortunately, that trail 
passes in the ‘drop zone’ 
under Brighton Resort’s 
Snake Creek Pass lift 
where Brighton’s slovenly 
clientele jettison their beer 
cans, etc. prior to exiting the 
lift. Brighton is supposed to 
clean up after these people, 
but has failed to do so. 
Please note the attached 
images. I do not know who 
in the FS staff is supposed to be monitoring (or who is 
interested).” If you have any ideas on how to handle 
this all-too-frequent problem, please let us know.  

Recreation Wealth
This Editorial, published on July 4, 2011 in the Salt Lake Tribune, is reprinted here by permission from 
the paper’s publisher. © 2011 The Salt Lake Tribune

If you listen only to those pushing an anti-
federal-government agenda — such as 

Congressman Rob Bishop or state Rep. [Mike] 
Noel — you might be convinced that the only 
way Utahns can benefit from federal lands is to 
drill them to barrenness or grind them under the 
wheels of all-terrain vehicles.

Those people would have you believe that 
the temporary jobs and economic booms created 
by the sporadic nature of producing energy 
from limited underground fossil remains are 
to be protected at all costs. And costs to the 
environment, water and wildlife are high.

If you discount, as they do, the limitless 
potential of developing, instead, the steady 
revenue stream created by visitors to Utah’s 
national parks, monuments and forests, you’d get 
a skewed picture of the Beehive State’s economy, 
present and future. That fact is underscored by a 
new report from the Department of the Interior 
that shows Utah benefits more than any other 
state from tourism and recreation on federal 
lands.

Some 21 million people visited Utah last year 
to participate in activities on federal lands, view 
the wildlife and spectacular scenery and enjoy 
the archaeological sites. Their spending generated 
$1.7 billion in economic output. Recreation on 
federal lands alone created jobs for 20,319 people 
statewide, 15,000 of them in rural areas. And 

that’s during a nationwide recession.
Overall, the outdoor recreation industry 

supports 65,000 Utah jobs, produces nearly $4 
billion annually in retail sales and services and 
generates nearly $300 million in annual state tax 
revenues, according to the Outdoor Industry 
Association. Outdoor Retailer, the world’s largest 
outdoor products tradeshow which is held in Salt 
Lake City annually, generates $40 million for the 
Beehive State each year.

And these jobs and revenue are steady, as 
long as the prime recreation areas are protected 
from rampant drilling and irresponsible ATV 
use. Drilling and mining, on the other hand, are 
based on temporary resources and subject to 
economically damaging boom-and-bust patterns.

The Bureau of Land Management has a 
mission to provide for multiple uses of most 
federal land in Utah. But some of those uses 
cannot co-exist. Oil and gas drilling and ATVs 
can leave permanent scars on the land that would 
repel tourists and hurt Utah’s image as a haven 
for outdoor enthusiasts.

Drilling leases granted as George W. Bush 
left the White House and later rescinded would 
have compromised the air quality, water and 
scenic vistas of some of Utah’s most iconic parks. 
Such disregard for the value of these resources is 
economic foolishness. !
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Qwest truck spins wheels in attempt to extricate itself from mud near Grandeur trailhead

Qwest Truck Drivers’ 
Irresponsible Joy Riding 

has been Damaging Public Land
A homeowner – and Qwest customer – on Cascade Way near the gate that 

provides utility access to the county’s Grandeur Peak Open Space and the 

adjacent land reports the following:

Qwest employees have been ramming around on 
muddy roads on the Salt Lake County open space near 
Parley’s Canyon.  This area, at the base of a trail up 
Grandeur Peak,  gained protected status a number of 
years ago through the efforts of citizens of the area, Salt 
Lake County government, The Trust For Public Lands 
and Save Our Canyons.  Neighbors have observed what 
can only be called joy riding by Qwest truck drivers in 
recent years, especially when the area is muddy. 

One of these neighbors confronted one of the drivers 
and reports: “Even though I talked to him about the 
damage that the Qwest truck had done the previous 
week, he backed off the road and spun his tires when 
he turned the truck around.  This guy is unrepentant 
about the damage he’s causing – very hostile to the 
idea that anyone can tell him anything about when and 
what he does up there.” Other, less damaging routes to 
Qwest cell towers are available. This is, if nothing else, 
bad PR for Qwest.

All of this could have been avoided through the use 
of appropriate vehicles, such as 4 wheel drive trucks 
that could climb the hill without destroying the road, 
or ORVs if necessary.  For the locations that don’t have 
road access, the workers could walk.  The convenience 
of Qwest employees should not be deciding factor in 
how these sites are accessed.

The sad lesson is that establishing “open space” 
on public lands is not, alone, enough to provide 
protection.

Active and observant citizens have an essential role to 
play and law enforcement needs beefing up.
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Heavy rains invite recreational
slithering and sliding. 

It’s especially disgusting 
when corporate entities 

such as Qwest allow their 
drivers to participate in such 

activities.

Mayhem on public open space.
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