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SOC Unveils Proposal
to Enlarge Local Wilderness Areas

DerintTioN OF WILDERNESS: A wilderness, in contrast with those areas where man
and his own works dominate the landscape, is hereby recognized as an area where
the earth and its community of life are untrammeled by man, where man himself
is a visitor who does not remain. (From the Wilderness Act of 1964)
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Lone Peak’s south summit is commonly known as the Question Mark Wall.
Photo by Alexis Kelner



We received an impressively large and detailed
response to the survey that we invited Save
Our Canyons members to fill out and send in with
their renewals in February of this year. You will

be interested in some of the results. We asked why
you joined SOC. Most of you essentially agree that
the name of the organization pretty much describes
what you were interested in doing and that you
know the Wasatch well and love it. One person
joined saying, “I want to be popular.” We hope it
worked; you are certainly popular with us. An-
other reason: “Helicopters landed on me.” In rating
the importance of local Wasatch issues, the issues
rating highest were wilderness, open space, snow-
mobile/ ATV use and foothill development — more
about this below. An admirable 25% of you have
volunteered for SOC projects and our members are
half men and half women (women on the increase)
with a median age in the late 40s.

It is difficult give a brief characterization of
which recent SOC actions have been most im-
portant to you but the answers show your lively
awareness of threats to the Wasatch and a constitu-
ency for each of our projects. You are very active
users of the Wasatch and the most popular activity
by a hefty factor of two is hiking with backcountry
and resort skiing, snowshoeing and bird / wildlife
watching sharing the next favorite ratings. Almost
every place in the Wasatch is someone’s favorite
with Albion Basin and Millcreek getting a lot of

~ loving.

President’s Message

An Impressively
Large and Detailed
Response

A study of the individual responses asking
you to rate issues according to their importance to
you showed a curious pattern. Issues on the list
included: ski resort expansion, trail access, wil-
derness, watershed, canyon urbanization, open
space, snowmobile/ ATV use, wildlife, heli-skiing
and foothill development. Even though, as noted
above, wilderness came out as the issue of highest
aggregate concern to SOC members, a fair num-
ber of surveys rated resort expansion, watershed,
canyon urbanization, and heli-skiing as being of
greater importance to them than the expansion of
Wasatch wilderness areas.

It looks as if we haven’t done our job very well
in explaining what congressionally established wil-
derness status means. Such wilderness status man-
dates certain federal land management policies that
cannot be changed by the local decisions of Forest
Service, BLM or Park Service officials. Wilderness
offers the strongest available protection of federal
lands. The Wilderness Act of 1964 provides a “Pro-
hibition Of Certain Uses” list, which ends with
the statement “there shall be no temporary road,
no use of motor vehicles, motorized equipment or
motorboats, no landing of aircraft, no other form of
mechanical transport, and no structure or installa-
tion within any such area.” Thus wilderness would
do much to address resort expansion, urbanization
and a number of other continuing threats to the
wildness of the Wasatch. - GALE DICK

The Save Our Canyons staff and board are very sad to report that Rachael Mathey who
has been with SOC for two and half years will be leaving to manage membership for the
Utah Environmental Congress. This is a step up for Rachael and another SOC-trained
and seasoned environmentalist for the community, but a great loss for us. There will be
more about Rachael’s contributions to our organization
in the next newsletter.
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A Gift for Lone Peak

By Lisa Schmidt, Save Our Canyons Executive Director

In a state where our own legislature has attempted to
ban additional wilderness legislation and those citi-
zens working on wilderness in Utah are referred to as
domestic terrorists, it seems as if the lands discussion
has made little progress over the last thirty years.

During that time, the population in the Salt Lake
Valley has surpassed 1,000,000 residents, several years
earlier than predicted. As a result, we have tremen-
dous pressure on public land and the resources of the
Wasatch. In addition to the strain and stress that per-
manent residents place on the mountain resources, we
are now touting experiencing “Life Elevated” to visi-
tors, encouraging them to get out into the Wasatch. As
we bring more and more people to our cities and into
the Wasatch, now is the time to talk about the future of
these canyons and how to protect those undeveloped
areas that we love for future generations.

For the past few years, Save Our Canyons has
been partnering with the Salt Lake City Department
of Public Utilities to develop a wilderness proposal to
expand the existing wilderness areas in the Wasatch.
This year marks the thirtieth anniversary of the Ameri-
can Endangered Wilderness Act, the act that included
the designation of the Lone Peak Wilderness, Utah’s
first wilderness area. We are celebrating this pearl an-
niversary by working to build support for additional
wilderness protection.

With passionate people who care about the Wasatch,
we are working to redefine the wilderness conversation
in Utah. Over the past two years, we have sat down
to talk with the ski industry, private property owners,
businesses, user groups, cities, counties and others to
talk about a local initiative to protect the areas we love:
Utahns determining the destiny of the Wasatch.

Over the course of this past year, this momentum

has taken us to Washington DC to meet with the Utah
Delegation and engage them in the conversation about
the future of the Wasatch. We have outlined the effects
of no action, explaining that without additional pro
tection, the future of these crown jewels could be one
of real estate development, rampant motorized use,
degraded water quality, lost wildlife habitat, tunnels
and super highways. Here is the good news: They are
listening.

Now is the time to gather all Wasatch lovers and
remind those that represent us that wilderness is not
a hostile takeover. It is one of the purest forms of land
protection and has ensured that areas like Lone Peak
remain just as they are. The Utah Delegation is ponder-
ing sponsoring a Wasatch Wilderness Bill. Please take
the time to contact them and let them know that this
is an effort supported by the people who make up our
community. It is good public policy to protect our wa-
tershed and we are asking them to celebrate the beauty
of the Wasatch by protecting it.

At this year’s Lone Peak Celebration, we celebrated
the birthday of Lone Peak by officially launching our
Wasatch Wilderness Campaign. We welcome you to be
a part of this incredible movement.

“Hotw much wilderness do the wilderness-lovers want?”
Ask those who would mine and dig and cut and dam in such
sanctuary spots as these. The answer is easy: Enough so that
there will be in the years ahead a little relief, a little quiet, a
little relaxation, for any of our increasing millions who need
and want it.” - Wallace Stegner

Meet SOC’s New Office Manager

Havilah Mills, Office Manager, is the newest addition to the Save
Our Canyons staff. She holds an undergraduate degree in Business
Management from the David Eccles School of Business at the Univer-
sity of Utah. Aside from hiking, cycling, and climbing, Havilah loves
to travel and create art using recycled and sustainable materials. Her
personal interest in and dedication to the environment, paired with
her love of the Wasatch, led her to Save Our Canyons.

www.saveourcanyons.org




How I Became
a Save Our Canyons’ Board Member

By Gayle Parry, SOC Trustee

This article is the first in a series written by individuals who have chosen to dedicate significant time and work to
environnental issues. Everyone has a different story. You will find them interesting and perhaps they will spur you on to
put in a tithe of your own time.

The brisk air, the mountain breezes bringing
those unique alpine scents, the swish of
your skis on the snow and the rush you get as
you descend the slope; all these things should
never be taken for granted. 1have skied and
hiked in the Wasatch Mountains since | was
fourteen years old. Itis probably true that my
adventures in these mountains over the years
brought about a good part of the happiness I
have felt in my lifetime. These mountain ex-
periences seemed to weave me into the fabric
of the earth and create an awe and apprecia-
tion of nature that is hard to describe. It was
impossible to believe that it would ever end.
Unfortunately, we become older and our bod-
ies don’t always cooperate. Alas, it ended.
Those wonderful days ended as the result
of a pesky ailment. The ailment was not life
threatening, just debilitating enough to rob
me of energy. How was 1 to fill that terrible
void that was left when I could no longer do
these things as in the past?

Boredom set in. It was hard to get everything done
around the house. 1 just wanted to sit. And then it
came to me. Every time we rode up the canyon we saw
more development, more ski runs cut into the moun-
tainsides resulting in more trees gone and fewer places
people could go without trespassing. Flowers were
disappearing with the trees, and the animals were look-
ing as lethargic as I felt. Future mountain adventurers
would not be able to have the rich experiences that 1
had had. They would miss out on all that joy if some-
thing wasn’t done and fast. Alexis Kelner and Gale
Dick of Save Our Canyons had always been people |
admired tremendously. -They were doing something
about what was happening in the Wasatch from devel-
opment to protection of the watershed. T decided to
become involved by attending the Save Our Canyons
annual meetings and board meetings.

Eventually, I started the SOC volunteer program
and was asked to become a board member. That was
nearly ten years ago. Since then I initiated the Save
Our Canyons Trail Program and have tried to be as in-
volved as possible. My health has improved to a great
degree, but then I am ten years older, and doggone it,
age slowed me down, too. Tam now able to enjoy short
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hikes and backcountry ski and snowshoe trips. As Vol-
unteer and Trail Coordinator for Save Our Canyons, |
have met so many wonderful, dedicated, like-minded
people. Being active in SOC has contributed as much
to my well being as those days in the mountains. What
wonderful people to work with!

The volunteer ranks have swelled and are now man-
aged by a member of the SOC staff, Rachael Mathey, a
dedicated, capable, and vivacious young woman with
more energy than six people. She is also working with
me on trail duties. When I started with SOC, we didn’t
charge dues and had no office. Over the years, Save
Our Canyons has been recognized as one of the best
environmental organizations in the state and possibly
the nation. Contributions and dues have allowed us
to open an office with four very busy and dedicated
staff members. Save Our Canyons has been deeply in-
volved in curtailing unnecessary development and in
saving some of the most beautiful wilderness areas in
the United States right here above Salt Lake City. Our
accomplishments make a long list.

As the population rapidly increases, our watershed
and wild places are at greater risk than ever. Itisim-
perative that we add more wilderness to protect our
water and ecosystem. Wilderness is our primary goal
in 2008 and events are beginning to make it happen!
Please go to our website at www.saveourcanyons.org

www.saveourcanyons.org




and study our wilderness proposal. Tell your friends
about it. Members of Save Our Canyons hope that you
will recognize the need and support this proposal in
any way you can.

Everyone has to deal with changes in health wheth-
er due to illness, accident, or age, and must forego

loved pastimes. We can make sure that the younger
generation, as well as ourselves, will be able to con-
tinue having exhilarating experiences in the beauty of
the Wasatch by doing anything we can to protect these
mountains that are our heritage. O

VOLUNTEER PROFILE

Katherine Pioli

By Gayle Parry, Trustee

“In Italy you can’t go anywhere without seeing houses.
It is so important for us to save our open space so that
we can have some places that still seem untouched by the
hand of man.” — Katherine Pioli

Fight,ing fires for the Forest Service in Wyoming is
not going to be Katherine Pioli’s life’s work. That
job is going to continue to be what she has done and
plans to do for the next four summers or so before she
really gets into farming and becomes a writer. When
it isn’t firefighting season, Katherine finds temporary
jobs in her hometown, Salt Lake City. Right now she
works at the Computer Science Department at the Uni-
versity of Utah and in her spare time she volunteers
for Save Our Canyons, works as a writing intern for
the Catalyst, and volunteers for Slow Food, an organi-
zation devoted to informing people from elementary
age on up about good, clean, healthy food.

At twenty-three, Katherine can look back on an
unconventional life full of adventure and stimulat-
ing experiences. As a child, Katherine attended an
alternative school called The Open Classroom. With
the school’s unconventional structure, there were no
rows of desks, no divisions of the day into time peri-
ods and parents who took turns doing the teaching.
They taught her well, as she later graduated from Bryn
Mawr with a degree in English Literature. Her first
trip to Europe at age ten was the first of many such
trips and the beginning of a heartfelt love of Italy. Lat-
er she had the opportunity to study in Rome.

Surprisingly, adventures fighting fires are not the
most frightening experiences in Katherine’s life. Mov-
ing to Italy last year by herself was. With little com-
mand of the language and no plan, life waslonely on the
farms where she volunteered. Before her nine months
in Italy were up, she had made numerous friends with
whom she is still in contact. Katherine had free food
and lodging on the farm and became friendly with the
daughter of one host family, a young woman she be-
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gan to think of as a little sister. That “little sister” has
just graduated from high school and now Katherine
would like to show her the United States. Katherine
has returned to Italy every other year since 2002, stay-
ing a little longer each time.

To do all this, it helps to have supportive parents.
Last year, on April Fool’s Day, Katherine called her
parents from Italy and, as a joke, told them that she
had decided not to come home but to stay in Italy. Her
parents response was, “How wonderful!” They were
more interested in their daughter having a full life




than being tied down at home.

Katherine came to Save Our Canyons thanks to a
chance meeting at a Wasatch Front Forum. She walked
up to the table where SOC staff members Rachael
Mathey and Carl Fisher were answering questions and
passing out literature. Katherine was interested in vol-
unteering for an environmental cause and the three of
them seemed to recognize that they were all kindred
spirits. In no time, they were all friends and Katherine
became an outstanding volunteer contributing three
days a week to Save Our Canyons working on mem-
bership, events, and legislative sessions. She is game
to do anything we need done. SOC feels extremely for-
tunate to have Katherine’s very competent help.

Katherine’s commitment to wilderness comes par-
tially from what she saw while traveling abroad. “In
Ttaly, you can’t go anywhere without seeing houses. It

is so important for us to save our open space so that we
can have some places that still seem untouched by the
hand of man. [ want to feel like a small part of some-
thing bigger.” Katherine urges people, those who fight
to protect the Wasatch and those who do not, to also
look beyond this valley and recognize the amazing
country that we have from East to West. “Go on a train
ride away from the highways where you can travel
through the open spaces of America and see how very
beautiful it is. We have to protect it.”

Katherine’s dream is to own and work a farm while

- becoming a freelance writer for magazines. She wants

to travel and write about different subjects. With all
the experiences that Katherine has had in her twenty-
three years, she should have a wealth of material to
draw on for her writing. O

Jewish Perspectives On Conservation

By Joel Ban

Sfunp].ifying our lives through the appreciation of
the natural world is one way we can fend off the
constant messaging in our society to consume. At the
same time, our lives are completely intertwined with
nature, since the resources that sustain us are wholly
derived from nature. Of course, we all must consume
some natural resources, but its clear that we as a soci-
ety have taken from nature too quickly, and in too large
of quantities. We all must question consumption. This
idea is not new, and is one that Judaism has a lot to say
about. In Judaism, consumption is premised on the
idea that g-d is responsible for all creation. Thisis why
when Jews eat anything we are required to thank g-d
for giving us this food. The Talmud explains that to
fail to do this is akin to stealing.

At the same time Judaism stresses balance in life.
The Sabbath is the day of rest, which means that on this
day no “work” is to take place. Rest is defined with
conservation principles in mind since all use of elec-
tricity or a car is prohibited. Any type of work, such
as farming, that would transform the natural world is
banned. Just like the one day we rest out of a seven-
day week, every seventh year in Israel the fields are to
lie fallow so that the earth may rest as well. Balance in
terms of distribution of wealth requires Jews to leave a
corner of their fields unharvested for the poor.

[t is this balance that commands a certain level of re-
straint in terms of consumption. Passages of the Bible
command such restraint and rabbinic commentators
throughout time explained the practical effect of these
commandments. The Bible states: “[the king] shall not
keep many horses or send people to Egypt to add to
his horses....And he shall not have many wives, lest
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his heart go astray; not shall he amass silver and gold
to excess” (Deut. 17:16-17). The main biblical passage
that formulates the basis of Jewish Law on consump-
tion/conservation is the concept of bal tashchit. Bal
Tashchit, Aramaic for “do no destroy”, is derived from
Deuteronomy, and is thought by many to be the fun-
damental aspect of Judaism’s concern for the environ-
ment. It states:

When in your war against a city you have to be-
siege it a long time in order to capture it, you must
not destroy its trees, wielding the ax against them.
You may eat of them, but you must not cut
them down. Are the trees of the field human to
withdraw before you into the besieged city?
Only trees that you know do not yield food may be
destroyed; you may cut them down for building
siegeworks against the city that is waging war on
you, until it has been reduced.

(Deut. 20:19-20).

Some may think that this passage’s relevance may
be limited to times of war, which obviously does have
modern implications, but the passage’s main idea,
wanton (wasteful or needless) destruction, is relevant
to all usage of natural resources. According to this
passage, trees are innocent bystanders during a time of
war. More specifically, it is fruit bearing trees that are
never to be destroyed.

The Jewish tradition is not strictly based on biblical
text as later rabbinic commentators and philosophers
expounded upon this text giving it a modern context.
Among the giants of Judaic commentary, and among

www.saveourcanyons.org




all medieval philosophers, was Mo-
ses Maimonides (commonly known as
the Rambam), a 12 century Egyptian
rabbi, philosopher, and physician. The
Rambam interpreted the above pas-
sage concerning fruit trees as an out-
right prohibition of wanton destruc-
tion of natural resources. Highlighting
the importance of bal tashchit during
medieval times was the prohibition of
covering an oil lamp because it would
cause the lamp to burn less efficiently.
Maimonides said that, “and not only
trees, but whoever breaks vessels, tears
clothing, wrecks that which is built up,
stops fountains, or wastes food in a de-
structive manner, transgresses the com-
mandment... .”
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Clearly, these ideas have as much
or more relevance today then they did
in the past. For the wanton destruction or waste of
natural resources not only environmentally degrades
our communities and planet, but morally degrades
our society as well. After all, how can we justify the
extreme inequities in usage of resources, here in the
U.S., as others in this country and throughout the
world struggle to simply live, based on the barest
levels of natural resource consumption. Our envi-
ronmental crisis undoubtedly has a moral angle and
it is for this reason that faith based initiatives are an
important part of addressing this monumental prob-
lem. Judaism, as one faith, provides ample justifica-
tion for conservation of scarce resources. It is this
prohibition on wanton destruction that comprises the
basis of Judaism’s environmental ethic. Of course, the

John Worlock,

the Golden Voice

of Save Our Canyons

has moved on -

to a much beter time slot on KRCL.

A New Time Slot
for Wasatch Environmental
Update

Sundays at 2:00 p.m.
on KRCL 91 on your FM dial

www.saveourcanyons.org

Joel Ban is a local solo-practice attorney
representing local citizen and environmental groups
in environmental and public records matters.

definition of “wanton” changes through time. We
as a society realize that the need to conserve has
never been greater then it is now, and so we real-
ize what is wasteful now may not have been waste-
ful in the past. Certainly any form of needless waste
should be prevented since efficient technologies
have become widely prevalent, and also because
it is a moral imperative to prevent such waste. QO




Judging from these smiles Susan Wir.
Knight, and Sam Harmon are ha’unu

Thlb table, witha great view, l.-r. front: Chauncey and Emily Hall, Gale Dick,
Rose Evans, Ann Dick. Back: Tim Dick, John Evans.
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SOC Trustee David Witherspoon
starts his son Kai out as ancanyon
preservation activist.

Lone Peak Q

Nearly a hundred enthusiastic Wai.
30th Anniversary of Lone Peak
annual celebration sponsor

Brand new Salt Lake City
Mayor Ralph Becker

was the inspirational
keynote speaker. - Photographs by Sarah Bri

LONE PEAF¥

Alta

Amy Asherman

Bill Parry

Black Diamond
Bluehouse Ski Company
Bounder Mountain
Lodge

Cactus and Tropicals
Canyon Sports

Chaco

David Andrenyak
Desert Edge Pub

Eco Moto

Green Building Center
Ken Sanders Rare Books
Kings English Books
Kirkham’s Outdoor Prod-

Glamorous Rachael Mathey, of ucts

SOC staff, draws door prize Knead a Massage
tickets while guests hope they Koyo Restaurant
hold a lucky number. Patagonia Outlet
Petzl

Porcupine Grill
Powderwhore
Prince

Redmond Trading
Company, L.C.

Shawn Vincent and Eric
McKenna provided el-
egant music, It’s always
a treat to hear them.

Tom and Lydia Berggren
were at the party. Tom
has played a crucial role
in the developmnent of
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wizburg, Markus Barone, Megan
1za good time selling tickets.

Celebration

vatch preservationists attended the
Wilderness establishment at this

ored by Save Our Canyons.

rimmell and Alexis Kelner

KDONORS

REI
Rico’s Mexican Delicates-
sen
Salt Lake Acting Com-
pany
Sarah Brummel
Shaw Vincent and Eric
McKenna
Snowbird Ski and Sum-
mer Resort
Sundance
Teva
The Beer Nut
The Tin Angel Bistro
Café
Uinta Brewing Co.
Utah Symphony and
Opera
Voilé Equipment, INC.
Wanderlust Images,
Howie Garber
. Wasatch Touring
| Xmission
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Backed by the Wa-
satch they work to
preserve are the SOC
staff: Carl Fisher,
Rachael Mathey,
Havilah Mills, and
Execntive Director
Lisa Schmidt.
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Havilah Mills, new SOC Office Man-

ager, exhibits an’item for live auction
bidders to covet.

The editors don’t know this
attractive pair’s names, but are
mighty glad they attended and
had a good time.
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We were happy to find Richard and Randy Mathey (Rachael’s parents), Michele and
Ed Fisher (Carl’s parents) along with Wes and Vicki Turner at the party.

Lots of beauties
attended the
Lone Peak Cel-
ebration, includ-
ing, here, Allison
Jones, Clara
Hoodes, and
Katherine Pioli.

Julie Gutterson has been
a gracious and smiling

hostess at the Old Mill }

clubhouse for the last
three Lone Peak

celebrations. [




2008 Legislative Wrap-Up

By Carl Fisher, SOC Staff

HJR 10 - Joint Resolution Opposing Wilderness Des-
ignation of Public Lands Currently Urged by Con-
gress and the Bureau of Land Management -- Tilton,
A.

This bill was seen as a slap in the face to the environ-
mental community in the State of Utah which has been
working day and night to protect Utah’s treasured
places through Wilderness designation. The sentiment
put forth by the Utah Delegation, we feel, does not rep-
resent the citizens of the state given the growing mem-
bership numbers of our respective organizations.
Many of the clauses in this resolution refer to energy
development needs in the west and how “locking up”
these lands will be problematic for our economy and
energy dependence needs as a state. While we under-
stand some of these concerns, we respectfully disagree
and will still continue to fight for Wilderness in this
state! Simple conservation measures and reduction of
our energy consumptive ways will help the Wilder-
ness movement...the less we use, the less we’ll need,
the more we’ll protect.

S.B. 53 - Use of Initiative and Referendum for Ad-
ministrative Land Use and Zoning Matters -- Good-
fellow, B.

If you are opposed to a development going in near
you, you had better make sure to get involved and get
organized around it (and call us). We know we will be
involved. Senator Goodfellow made sure to quiet the
voices of the citizens when it comes to land use and
zoning issues buy removing the checks and balances
we have in place for our elected officials. We will no
longer be able to rely on the initiative or referendum
processes to undo the harm that is done by our elected
officials. We need you now more than ever when it
comes to contacting planning and zoning boards to let
them know we don’t agree with the development of
our foothills, mountains, and canyons.

S.B. 25 - Municipal Incorporation Amendments --
Stowell, D. &

H.B. 164 - Town Incorporation Process Amendments
-- Brown, M.

Last year, HB 466 passed both houses unanimously.
This year, it was unanimously admitted that nobody
really read the bill, which consequently resulted in
quite the headache for many counties throughout the
state. These two bills offered similar fixes to the trou-
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bled, yet still enacted, state law by requiring a vote to
elect officials (something that was missing from the
previous bill...oops!), multiple property owners (at
least 5) to sign the initial incorporation bid, but cannot
own more than 40% of the land inside the new bound-
ary combined. We were also working to “incorporate”
language that would make the new law effective Jan. 1,
2008 in order to stop some last minute fillings for towns
here in Northern Utah. While we didn’t succeed in that
regard, we feel that the language in HB 164 passed and
already signed into law effectively closed the loophole
that was opened up last year. Much of the success for
this bill is owed to the good folks up in Eden. Their
dedication and involvement was instrumental!

S.B. 181 - Off-highway Vehicle Use on Public High-
ways -- Jenkins, S.

This is a bill that passed the legislature this year and
was signed by the Governor. It allows for the use of
OHV’s on “public highways” in counties of the second
class or lower and municipalities with a population less
than 7,500 people. What, you might ask, is the point or
problem with allowing OHV’s on public highways?
We first need to get to the bottom of what constitutes a
public highway. Some counties want to call every trail,
riverbed, and cow path a public highway. This legisla-
tion makes it that much more important for groups like
Save Our Canyons to stay on top of the RS 2477 issue.

H.B. 205 - Street Legal All-Terrain Vehicle Amend-
ments -- Noel, M.

Thankfully, this bill never received text, only a very
troublesome title. We’ll watch out for this one next
year!

H.B. 385 - Road and Rights-of-way Amendments --
Noel, M.

What started out as a 20-something page bill includ-
ing an RS 2477 claim in Albion Basin, ended up as a
short 1-page bill that never made it through the Senate.
Kudos to the Town of Alta for their work to defeat this
bill, which would have cost taxpayers lots of money in
Federal Court. 0
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The Good, ...... the Ugly, — and a Caution

GOOD. Utah’s oldest outdoor recreation group, the
Wasatch Mountain Club, has passed a resolution sup-
porting SOC’s proposal to enlarge the Lone Peak, Mt.
Olympus, and Twin Peaks wilderness areas.

GOOD. Utah State Represen-
tative Aaron Tilton has lost the
support of Utah County Repub-
licans in his bid for re-election.
Tilton was sponsor HJR 10,
which had the gall to instruct
congress not to use its powers
to protect any more wilderness
in Utah. Also, Tilton had come
under fire with allegations of
conflict of interest involving
his business, which is seeking
to build the first nuclear power
plant in Utah. Hmm - he also is a member of the Public
Utilities and Technology Committee in the Legislature.
Democracy at work!

"

GOOD. Fighting the wildfires has become a huge
drain on the U.S. Forest Service’s resources, and two
pending House bills propose a way to fix it. House Re-
sources Committee Chairman Nick Rahall, D-W.Va,,
and Rep. Bob Goodlatte, R-Va., the top Republican on
the House Agriculture Committee, each have bills to
create a federal fund specifically for fighting emergen-
cy wildfires, separate from money normally set aside
for firefighting activities. The Forest Service in Utah
has been greatly hampered by this drain on its ever-
dwindling budget.

GOOD. Wild Sky Wilderness! On April 29, 2008 the
US House of Representatives gave final approval to a
bill that would designate a whopping 167 square miles
in the Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest north
of Sultan, Washington, as federal wilderness, the gov-
ernment’s highest level of protection. The bill was first
introduced in 2002, at the beginning of a discouraging
legislative winter for wilderness. For us optimists the
House vote is a happy omen for the legislative future
of SOC’s Wasatch Wilderness Expansion.

GOOD. In its March 08 issue of Men’s Journal reports
the outcome of a lawsuit brought by The Greater Yel-
lowstone Coalition against the Forest Service over a
heli-skiing permit on federal land 12 miles south of
Jackson, Wyoming. A district court federal judge, say-
ing that “According to Congress, the opportunities for
solitude that existed in 1984 must be maintained” and
required that the operation be phased out over 5 years.

www.saveourcanyons.org

The judge’s opinion was upheld on appeal to the 9*
circuit court. How can Utah secede from the 10* circuit and
get annexed to the 97

GOOD. Students in Westminster College’s Environ-
mental Studies Program have started a program to
share bikes among students free of charge. It will en-
courage people to get out of their cars, get some exer-
cise and put less CO, into the atmosphere. The bikes
are lavender. Give a smiling thumbs-up to folks on
lavender bikes.

CAUTION. If you get a letter from UtahWater.net dis-
cussing the “water Monopoly” SLC has on water, check
it out carefully before you put any money into its proj-
ects. They are claiming that SLC s sitting on water that
doesn’t actually exist. They are also saying that they
(SLC) are lying about the actual amount of water in the
canyons to further their “bureaucratic environmental
agenda.” It appears to be a scheme to transfer water
rights to private developers at the cost of the beneficia-
ries of the Salt Lake watershed controlled by Salt Lake
City’s Department of Public Utilities — guardians of
our watershed for the last century.

UGLY. Noxious Weeds on the March — spurge. When
it's in your back yard it is referred to as a “classy
groundcover”; when it’s in the foothills of Salt Lake
City it is a noxious weed. One of the 79,200 hits for
“spurge+noxious” on Google says, “Because of its ri-
diculous invasiveness and the even more ridiculous
difficulty in controlling its infestations, spurge just
might be Public Enemy No.1 when it comes to noxious
weeds. Spurge can “pop” its seeds several meters and
its roots have been documented to extend as deep as 20
feet into the soil.” Q
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Help Protect Utah’s Potential
Wild and Scenic Rivers!

By Mark Danenhauer, Utah Rivers Council

River lovers, Utah’s most outstanding rivers need
your help! I don’t know how else to say it, but this
is it This is what we have been waiting and work-
ing for. By the end of this year Utah’s amazing rivers
will take one giant step closer to receiving the perma-
nent protection they deserve as Wild and Scenic Riv-
ers: However, Utah being Utah, there is lots of opposi-
tion from rural elected officials and water districts. We
need your help and your voices to counter that oppo-
sition and to ensure the outstanding rivers in Utah’s
National Forests get the protection they deserve.

The Forest Service has spent years studying all the
rivers in Utah’s National Forests.to decide which will
ultimately be protected as Wild and Scenic Rivers and
be added to the national system. The final decision is
going to be made this fall, which means that we need
to work harder than ever now in order to make sure
that the Forest Service doesn’t remove any more of
Utah’s amazing rivers because of some rural elected
officials’ concerns.

. In 2007 the Forest Service began a statewide study
of rivers in Utah’s National Forésts to determine which
will pass the final hurdle - suitability - and should be-
come Wild and Scenic Rivers. Last November the For-
est Service released a Draft EIS that included its pre-
liminary recommendations. Unfortunately, and not
surprisingly, the list or rivers that were recommended
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to be protected as Wild and Scenic Rivers was woefully
inadequate.

In the Draft the Forest Service recomumended only
24 non-controversial river segments to become Wild
and Scenic Rivers. This includes some truly iconic
rivers like the Green, but it leaves out other beloved
rivers such as the Logan, Dark Canyon, and Fish and
Gooseberry Creeks. During the formal comment pe-
riod thousands of individuals and many organizations
spoke out against this, arguing for more rivers to be
protected.

The good news is that, the Forest Services’ initial
list is just a Draft. Until the Final EIS is release in the
fall The Forest Service is in the process of revising that
list based on information and comment it receives.
Although the formal comment period has passed, the
Forest Service still needs to hear from people in order
to make a good decision.

Please take a few minutes to add your voice in sup-
port of the most amazing rivers in Utah’s National
Forests by signing a petition. We need your help to
make sure the Forest Service doesn’t ignore those out-
standing rivers that are a little bit controversial. You
can sign a petition online at the Utah Rivers Council’s
Action Center: www.utahrivers.org. For more infor-
mation contact the Utah Rivers Council. O

www.saveourcanyons.org
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SOC’s Summer Activities

Trail Work
Opportunities

June 14, July 12, August
9 and September 13

Save Our Canyons, the
Wasatch Mountain Club,
and the Forest Service
are excited to be gearing
up for another summer
of trail work! Join us on
the second Saturday of
each summer month at
the Park and Ride of Big
Cottonwood Canyon at
8:00am for a day of help-
ing your Wasatch Trails.
We meet at the Park and
Ride, then carpool to our
location where we will
do trail work until about
3:00pm. Watch http://
www.saveourcanyons.

org for more information.

Venture
Outdoors

Saturday, June 14th.

Save Our Canyons and
Millcreek Outdoors, as

a part of the Venture
Qutdoors Festival, will
be leading wilderness
and wildflower hikes

on Saturday, June 14th.
Some of the hikes include
the Bowman Fork Trail,
Grandeur Trail, Pipeline
Trail, Porter Fork and
Millcreek Road. If you
would like to participate
in this wonderful op-
portunity to learn more
about one of your favor-
ite canyons, please visit
www.millcreekoutdoors.
org, or call Havilah at
363-7283 for more infor-
mation!

Annual
Botany Hike

Saturday, August 9

Bill Gray and Bill King
have again offered to lead
a Wildflower Hike this
summer. On the morn-
ing of August 9 they will
take a group of you into
the mountains and share
information on species
of flora that are very
extraordinary to the Wa-
satch. Having both Bills,
we hope to be able to ac-
commodate more people
on this extremely popu-
lar hike. Still, space 1s
limited so register early.
Please call 363-7283 or
email havilah@saveo-
urcanyons.org

Annual
Geology Hike

Saturday, August 23,

Bill Parry, Professor
Emeritus of Geology and
Geophysics, University
of Utah, will again lead

a geology hike on the
morning of August 23,
2008 to Catherine Pass
from Brighton. His talk
will be on igneous rocks
and glaciation. Space is
limited on this very pop-
ular hike so make your
reservations today by
calling 363-7283 or email
havilah@saveourcanyons.
org

PRI T RTTAYS
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Competitive bidders Kit Kobe and John
Johnson share newly acquired
Eco-Moto Buddy Scooter (green)
which will soon become two scooters.

High Drama
at the
Live Auction

high point of the Lone Peak Celebra-

ion live auction was the bidding for
a Eco-Moto Buddy Scooter (Green 125
cc) donated by Jonathan Schlee, manager
of Eco Moto located at 1050 South State
Street.

From the beginning of the bidding,
tension. mounted as, one-by-one, eager
hopefuls dropped out. Finally Kit Kobe
and John Johnson were locked in a grip-
ping duel until Kit said that she had

reached the limit she had set for herself.

John had bid just $50 more than that
limit.

There was a quick discussion of this agonizing situ-
ation that resolved itself in a most surprising way.

John boldly asked Jonathan Schiee whether he
would be willing to donate another scooter to the
cause — both of them to go for Kit’s bid. Jonathan,
without hesitation, said, “Yes.” Pandemonium! A
great gift to SOC.

Jonathan is an amazingly young and successful
entrepreneur who in 2003 opened an alternative
transportation specialty store catering to people who
live close to their work, close to or within the city and
are outdoor enthusiasts. His store carries all sorts of
electric bicycles, electric and gas scooters and mopeds
plus a variety of related gear.

Thank you very much Jon!
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Jonathan (Jon) Schlee, owner of

Eco Moto played a sensational role
in the auction by doubling his dona-
tion to two scooters.

His shop is located at 1050 So. State.
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he 2008 ski season has ended with record

snow pack and the annual announcements of
resort upgrades and expansions, from Snowbasin
to Snowbird. This comes at a time when the For-
est Service has to further reduce its workforce
due to budget cuts, which will lighten its own
footprint in the mountains while the resorts in-
crease their impacts on public and private lands.

Save Our Canyons has been bucking this dis-
mal trend for decades, though some ski resort
promotions have been particularly notable. Re-
member the tax subsidy battle of 19897 What a
novel idea for the industry to get a legislator to
sponsor a bill that would exempt ski resorts from
paying sales tax on lift tickets. This, in addition
to breaks the industry already gets from Utah
taxpayers — a state travel budget that favors pro-
motion of Utah resorts, “Ski Utah” license plates,
state highway funds to ensure access to canyon
resorts, and more. Campers and anglers weren’t
getting such significant tax breaks. SOC not only
worked to publicize and oppose the legislation,
it did much to dispel myths about the impact the
ski industry has on the state’s economy.

The most blatant industry boost came from
Utah’s former Congressman, James Hansen. A ra-
bid anti-conservationist, Rep. Hansen introduced
a bill in Congress, The Ski Privatization Bill, to
require the U.S. Forest Service to sell at least 42
ski areas (six in Utah) located on public lands to
the resorts’ operators. It would have included
Solitude, Brighton, and Snowbird, but not Alta.
Hansen attached the amendment to the GOP
reconciliation bill. According to the Deseret News,
October 15, 1995, Hansen said it would “be a per-
fect way to cut the national deficit by slashing the
Forest Service’s costs of overseeing resorts and
ending resulting bickering between the federal
agency and the resort owners.”

GUEST COMMENT

Lifts
and Legislation

By Ann Wechsler

Save Our Canyons disagreed with Hansen’s
perfect vision and held a Wasatch Front Forum
on the issue (October 1995) raising questions
about the impact on transportation, parking,
commercial development, watershed protec-
tion, and back country recreation, not to mention
eliminating compliance with environmental laws
whenever a resort planned an upgrade on pub-
lic land. Fortunately, the free-the-lifts from U.S.
regulation scheme was widely criticized by many
organizations, including the ski operators, and
members of Congress; for a one-time payment of
perhaps $200 million, it would have eliminated
the annual payment of $20 million in perpetuity.
The bill went downhill, but 1995 kept SOC offi-
cers and members unusually busy.

The rest of the 20% Century occupied SOC
with keeping the Winter Games out of the tri-can-
yon area, and the cross-country and biathlon ven-
ue out of the city’s watershed in Parley’s canyon.
The Snowbasin land exchange, a 1300 acre gift
to Earl Holding and the Olympics — arguably the
apogee of the public/private land controversies
- was a less extravagant scheme than wholesale
privatization of 42 resorts, and despite SOC’s ef-
forts, this conservation battle was lost.

Now that the Forest Service is forced to con-
solidate management of the Wasatch Cache and
Uinta forests, which will undoubtedly lighten its
own step in the wilds, it is imperative that Save
Our Canyons, and citizens committed to keeping
our backcountry in the back, press for additional
wilderness designation. We'll never know when
the next foolhardy plan to rescue the federal trea-
sury on the spine of our treasured Wasatch will
surface. O

www.saveourcanyons.org
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Put These Dates
on Your Calendar:

Trail Work Parties
June 14, July 12, August 9, Sept. 13

Wilderness Hikes
June 14

Annual Botany Hike
August 9

Annual Geology Hike
August 23

Photo Contest

We need more photographs of the areas being proposed for wilderness status by
Save Our Canyons, Salt Lake County, and Salt Lake City. Go to our website and
look at the map of the proposed areas then get out there with your camera.

Take a hike up White Pine Canyon, Mt. Aire, Days Fork, Mineral Fork or some
other place in the proposed areas and snap away. Submit your favorites to SOC,
give us permission to use them (with attribution, of course) in our wilderness
publicity.

And you get a great excuse for a hike, a warm feeling of doing good deeds, pub-
licity for your photography skills and a chance at the grand prize for the winner.
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