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President's Message

How Come
We Love
Wilderness

W hy do most ofus respond so deeply to wil
derness Is it a genetic inheritance from our

hunting and gathering past Is it rooted in dissatis

faction with the increasingly urbanized world most

of us live in Is it a fad
For most of us the freedom and beauty of wil

derness is so attractive that it seems somehow
hardwired into us People have not always felt this

way Saint Bernard of Clairvaux who lived in the

121 century in an excerpt that I once read and have

never been able to relocate wrote about traveling

through the Alps and reacting to the wildness of

the mountains with horror He found them ugly
and useless No material for beautiful calendar

pictures there Was he the lone curmudgeon or

did others see and think about mountains the same

way he did
In one of the first accounts of the ascent of a

mountain the poet Petrarch reacted in a way that

seems odd to us In 1336 more or less on a whim
he climbed to the top of Mt Ventoux a summit

now reachable by a highway and sometimes on

the route of the Tour de France It was a respect
able hike of some 5600 vertical feet comparable
to a climb of Twin Peaks via Broads Fork from the

S-turn in Big Cottonwood Canyon What did he

do when he summitted at sunset His experience

was no John Muir-like burst of enthusiasm for the

glories of nature Instead he opened a copy of the

Confessions of St Augustine that he had brought
with him and let his finger randomly point to a

passage that lamented the sinfulness of human pre

occupation with the things of this world This sent

him into a self-absorbed funk and he refused to talk

to anyone during the descent Could he see what

we now see
It is often said that the English Romantic Poets

taught us all how to glory in nature and find in it a

purity and genuineness that is healing and nourish

ing Wordsworth said that the sounding cataract

haunted me like a passion This attitude echoed

sympathetically with Americans who were stirred

by the wilderness they were settling You can get
a whiff of this reading the wonderful Journals of

Lewis and Clark

So perhaps we have learned to value wilder

ness Does that make our love of it any less valid

No It just shows that valuing wilderness is a

cultural accomplishment an7accomplishment not

unlike a love of music a realization that science

has something important to tell us or belief in the

value of education for all

The growth of environmental concern is heir to

this tradition The Wilderness Act of 1964 comes

from that same tradition and was enacted not a mo
ment too soon Environmentalism is serving us in

ways that would be unexpected by those Romantic

Poets in this age of realization of the dilemma of

global warming Care for our few remaining wild

places is care for our earth and its bounty
Members of Save Our Canyons and similar

grassroots groups are part of this great tradition

We are riding a wave that has been gathering pow
er for a very long time GALE DICK

A New Time Slot

for Wasatch Environmental Update

Sundays at 200 pm
on KRCL 91 on your FM dial

www saveourcanyons org2-Save Our Canyons Autumn 2008
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Departures

Lisa Schmidt Moves On from SOC
SOC is wishing all the best for Lisa Schmidt who has

been until her resignation this June an employee with

SOC for 6 years and for the last 5 has served as Execu
tive Director of the organization

Throughout this period she served SOC well and

in many capacities and her dedication and enthusiasm

for realizing our goals and dreams has been impres
sive She has been absolutely outstanding in develop

ing good working relationships with key players in

government the media businesses and major donors

to SOC and with the membership of the organization
She worked hard in seeking out and writing proposals

for grants and supervised many of the numerous Vol
unteers who help us with our work

She has been an unusually effective and well-in

formed spokesperson for SOC with the media in

meetings with local and federal government other

environmental organizations businesses and other

stakeholders in the use of public and private land in

the Wasatch Mountains Her quick intelligence and

wit will be missed in the many meetings where she

ably represented SOC
As you as a member probably are aware SOC in

volves itself in many events setting up information ta

bles at public venues such as Farmer's Markets Earth

Onward and Upward with Rachael

In May we were saddened to hear that Rachael Mathey
had accepted a job offer as the Membership Director for

the Utah Environmental Congress a watchdog group
for our National Forest lands in Utah

Rachael began working at SOC as an intern in 2005

and we quickly decided we couldn't lose this one and

offered her a staff position only six months later Ra
chael worked asthe Membership Coordinator for over

2 years
Rachael is an energetic preservationist who grew

up on the southern flanks of the Wind River Range

Day celebrations and any other event to which we can

gain access Lisa was an excellent partner in the orga
nization of these tablings and often worked as a par
ticipant She has been generous with her time outside

normal working hours

Under her supervision SOC developed a number

of social events honoring our major donors and cele

brating their generosity and SOC's history and accom

plishments Membership increased by some 507o dur

ing her time as Executive Director and SOC's budget

increased significantly as well

In the last year or so she was a tireless worker for

our current number one priority gaining congressio
nal approval of extensions and augmentation of exist

ing wilderness areas in the central Wasatch Range She

represented us in conversations with federal lawmak
ers and their staffs She gained important financial and

technical support from a national wilderness advocate

organization She met with and sought the support of

every imaginable stakeholder in the management of

federal lands in the Wasatch that qualify for wilderness

designation When this legislation is finally passed

Lisa will share the credit for it

Good luck Lisa Thanks for your contributions to

SOC

where she gained her appreciation for wild lands and

scenic vistas She helped lay the foundation for the

Wasatch Wilderness Campaign and was a great as
set to the strength of Save Our Canyons membership
While it's hard to see good people leave us we will rest

a bit easier knowing that the other beautiful areas in

this state have a seasoned Save Our Canyons activist

looking after them
Good luck Rachael and thanks for all those long

hours spent protecting the Wasatch

Save Our Canyons Co-founder
Leaves Salt Lake Valley a Better Place

Save Our Canyons co-founder Floyd Sweat passed away
on June 6 2008 at the age of sixty six Floyd taught in

the University of Utah College of Medicine for many
years and his love of hiking and backpacking in Utah's

wilderness areas spurred him to join in the growing
movement to preserve these wonderful opportunities
for all of us

4-Save Our Canyons Autumn 2008 www saveourcanyons org
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Silver Glance Lake in American Fork Canyon

Introduction to Wilderness

I
t is easy to forget the fundamental facts about

congressionally established Wilderness areas There

are a lot of urban legends and myths Snip this out

and put it on your refrigerator or give it to a friend

It is important to understand capital W Wilderness

as we work for such designations in the Wasatch Let

truth triumph

Wilderness is on its most basic level land that

has not been previously developed or inhabited by
humans The Wilderness Act of 1964 sets forth the

legal definition of wilderness as an area where the

earth and its community of life are untrammeled by

man where man himself is a visitor who does not

remain The Act goes on to describe wilderness as an
area of undeveloped federal land which generally

appears to have been affected primarily by the forces

of nature with the imprint of man's work substantially
unnoticeable

In accordance with theAct a Wilderness is designated

by Congress on federal public lands as the highest form

of protection for federal lands Once designated

Wilderness the land area becomes part of America's

National Wilderness Preservation System

Allowed Activities in Wilderness

Hunting except in national park wilderness and

fishing

Hiking backpacking and camping

Float trips canoeing kayaking

Horseback riding and pack trips

Outfitting and guiding

Wheelchairs including certain motorized wheel

chairs

Scientific research and nature study

Control of fire and insect and disease outbreaks

Livestock grazing and related facilities where pre
viously established

Mining on pre-existing mining claims

Continued use of tracts of private or state land that

may be within the boundaries of some wilder

ness areas with reasonable access

Prohibited Activities in Wilderness

Road building
Oil and gas drilling

Loggmig
Mechanical vehicles such as dirt bikes and off-road

vehicles certain motorized wheelchairs are al

lowed
New mining claims

New reservoirs power lines pipelines

Designating a New Wilderness

The Wilderness Act sets the national policy for protect

ing the areas Congress places in our National Wilder

ness Preservation System but leaves it to the initiative

of Congress to decide which specific lands should be

protected An act of Congress is required to designate

new wilderness areas Therefore beautiful yet endan

gered wild places gain the protection of wilderness only

when a member of Congress champions them-often

after having been persuaded to do so by local citizen

groups rallying together on behalf of a treasured spe
cial place they know love and wish to see protected
for future generations U

6-Save Our Canyons Autun-Ln 2008
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SOC and Young Democrats of Utah
By Havilah Mills SOC Staff

The sun hadn't been up very long when Save Our Can

yons and The Young Democrats of Utah met at the Park

and Ride Lot of Big Cottonwood Canyon on Saturday

July 191h The two groups were getting together for a

weekend that was deemed an environmental retreat

After gobbling down bagels and muffins the group

quickly learned however that Save Our Canyons has

a different idea of what the word retreat means It

was immediately apparent when Carl Fisher Interim

Executive Director of Save Our Canyons opened the

back of his truck to display an assortment of tools

very large heavy tools

No this wasn't going to be one of your average re
lax and enjoy a drink types of retreats It was in fact

a grab a tool we're heading up the canyon to do trail

work with the Forest Service types of retreats As if

it weren't bad enough that the participants had been

pulled from their warm beds at the break of dawn on

a Saturday now we're handing them heavy tools and

asking them to do physical labor As you can imag
ine the group was excited to get started We were

surprised too but they really were Perhaps it was a

temporary sugar high from the pastries we fed them

for breakfast but they were truly excited to help and

volunteer their time

We broke into two groups one going into Mill B

North and the other to Mill B South Each group was
headed by a Forest Service Ranger and each group

helped maintain the heavily used trails in these areas

from 9arn to 2pm with a short break for lunch which

was generously donated by Whole Foods
After the trail work was cornplete the groups

feeling a great sense of accomplishment headed to

The Spruces campground in Big Cottonwood Canyon
where everybody had a few hours to clean up set up

camp and relax Just before sunset Carl Fisher and

Havilah Mills from Save Our Canyons spoke to the

Young Democrats of Utah about the Wasatch Wilder

ness Campaign Andy Smith from the Forest Service

was kind enough to volunteer his time as well and

talked to the group about the Forest Service and land

management issues In true camp style the night end
ed with a chili dinner smores and ghost stories

The next morning around 8am the group gathered

for breakfast broke camp and prepared for a hike with

Carl and Havilah up Day's Fork The hike into pro
posed wilderness gave the group a first-hand look at

the areas that Save Our Canyons is trying to protect

with the Wasatch Wilderness Campaign The hike al

though difficult could not have taken place on a more

beautiful day The weather was great the wildflow

ers were out in full bloom the butterflies were danc

ing through the trees and a moose watched curiously

from under a tree as we passed
Overall the environmental retreat really was

just that It was a trip away from the city a chance

to volunteer and give back to the trails we all use and

love a discussion about the importance of wilderness

and a hike through some of the most beautiful scenery
around Oh and smores Don't forget the smores Q

8-Save Our Canyons Auturrm 2008
www saveourcanyons org
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Status of Alta's Flagstaff Ski Lift Proposal
By Julia Lester SOC Trustee

I

This past May backcountry hikers noticed wooden

survey stakes with orange ties on their way up to the

Flagstaff Ridge above the Town of Alta Alta After

locals called Alta Ski Lifts ASL and SOC plus some
local press coverage about ASLs proposed Flagstaff

lift many wondered how this controversial proposal

got to this point

Avalanche Control

Events over the past few years have led rather quietly

to this announcement posted before mid-June on Alta

Ski Area's website

Avalanche Control Survey The Utah Depart
ment of Highways Alta Ski Area Snowbird

Ski and Summer Resort are in discussions re

garding the future of avalanche control in Little

Cottonwood Canyon's upper regions Current

indicators in the avalanche control arena point

to a time when artillery methods will not be per
mitted for avalanche control

At this time lift access to the ridge above the

Town of Alta and State Highway 210 is being

studied as an option to allow snow safety teams

to control the avalanche risks Recently Alta Ski

Area hired a company to do a preliminary lift

survey on the south facing side of the canyon
above the Town of Alta to gather additional in
formation The lift profile survey was done on
the snow to minimizethe impact on the environ

ment
This effort is very preliminary no decisions

have been made It was done as part of an on-go
ing research and learning effort to explore alter

native methods of avalanche control above the

Town of Alta A couple of years ago UDOT and

Alta were part of a study that looked at alterna

tives for reduction or elimination of artillery A
lift to the south facing ridge was a recommended
alternative

That Fehr and Peers study the 2006 Little Cottonwood

Canyon SR-210 Transportation Study discussed many
active and passive avalanche control methods to pro
tect SR-210 also called the Little Cottonwood Canyon
LCQ road the ALTA and the LCC ski resorts httl2 Z Z

www srexstateutusmainf12100 12g65260135353
12234233 VT1720 The study set out among other

things to analyze ways to reduce dependence on ar

tillery develop risk reduction measures and pro

10-Save Our Canyons Autumn 2008

vide a blueprint for future avalanche risk reduction

projects
Included among the active alternatives considered

in the study were Gazex systems and skier compaction
From the study Compaction reduces the likelihood

of large deep slab avalanches by mixing and strength

ening snow layers Fewer deep avalanches mean a

reduced risk to the highway and to buildings in the

Town of Alta

Alta Ski Lifts is studying its expansion options and

one option includes new ski lifts on the south-facing

slopes above Alta Village

By having patrollers ride the proposed Flagstaff lift

and delivering hand charges ASL would be moving
toward that 2006 study objective of reducing depen
dence on artillery ASL's General Manager Onno Wier

inga stated in a February 2007 interview on AltaCam
com that avalanche control is the only peaceful use

for artillery in the world
In May 2007 a Pentagon official became concerned

that out-of-production and potentially unstable mu
nitions were being fired from an ASL recoilless rifle

over occupied buildings in ALTA for avalanche control

in the Flagstaff area without the military's oversight
Since howitzers and recoilless rifles were introduced

to LCC for avalanche control by Monty Atwater in the

1960's the LCC avalanche control experts at UDOT
USDA Forest Service Forest Service ASL and Snow
bird SNB have worked hard each season to ensure

avalanche safety for the LCC road and resorts while

trying to alert any backcountry users prior to shooting

artillery

In October 2007 the military sent an investigative
team to observe the situation at Alta and verified both

the pressing current need for the artillery at least tem
porarily as part of avalanche control and for more time

to test the stability of out-of-production recoilless rifle

ammunition Were that rifle ammunition to prove too

unstable for the US military to sanction and its use

to be prohibited immediately and permanently by the

military one stopgap measure might be temporary de
ployment of a howitzer Howitzers still constitute ar

tillery which could shoot still-in-production ammuni
tion from ASL over Alta to reach ridges like Flagstaff
This munitions artillery dilemma motivates discus

sion of the proposed Flagstaff lift The proposed lift

would help avalanche controllers deliver explosive
hand charges to Flagstaff area targets easing the tran

sition from or elimination of artillery weapons shoot

ing over Alta

Using artillery to control avalanches and the Supe

www saveourcanyons org
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Boy Scout bulldozing activities in Millcreek Canyon
Are Boy Scouts of America offering a new merit badge in recreational bulldozing

The Good The Bad The Ugly
and the Atrocious

GOOD The Wasatch Mountain Club and the Inter

national Mountain Biking Association bot h eager to

assure bikers access to popular trails have endorsed

SOC's Wasatch Wilderness and Watershed Protection

initiative This has been the result of negotiations ex
tending over many years Seemingly irreconcilable

differences can sometimes be bridged Congratula
tions to everyone who made this happen

GOOD Congressman Jim Matheson has been quietly

pushing a bill HR 3957 in the House legislation that

would provide funding for ambitious study of mea
sures to develop water conservation strategies in our
and homeland As population increases at unprece
dented rates conservation of water use has been tout
ed as a cheaper and more responsible way to address

community needs for water than importing it from

elsewhere such as Lake Powell or the aquifers in Utah
and Nevada's west desert Let's hope for the success

of this bill and some real action on water conservation

Reports tell us that Salt Lake City residents have risen

to this challenge Good news that needs to be heeded

by St George and Las Vegas

GOOD We hope The Utah attorney general's office

believes there's a good chance that a new law SB53

banning voter initiatives on land-use ordinances is

unconstitutional The developer-friendly legislation

sponsored by Sen Brent Goodfellow D-West Valley

City has drawn criticism as taking away the right of

people to petition their government There have been a

number of such bills introduced in recent Utah legisla
tive sessions SOC has joined with other enviro en
tal organizations in working to defeat such curtailment

of citizen participation in crucial planning processes

GOOD Recreationists are often pioneers in work to

preserve open space from the relentless juggernaut of

development which threatens much of the American

West Mark Massara is an example He is a surfer ac
tivist who is also an attorney connected with the Sierra

Club and has worked tirelessly to preserve undevel

oped land on the 1100 mile coastline of California He
and his coworkers have faced the usual mixture of suc
cess and failure of course but the successes are impres
sive Former senator Mike McCloskey remarked in

reference to Massara that you don't often see lawyers
in the courtroom sporting a ponytail In Utah we do

have dedicated backcountry skier attorneys no pony
tails at the moment who have been fighting the good

fight for undeveloped backcountry terrain Thanks to

all of them

12-Save Our Canyons Auturnn 2008 www saveourcanyons org
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The unsustainable utilization of our resources

is a big issue and if we continue to grow without

making any changes these resources are going to

run out

VOLUNTEER PROFILE

Peter

Vanderhooft

By Havilah Mills Volunteer Coordinator

W ith long term goals of attending Pitzer Col

lege and working in environmental advocacy
Peter Vanderh6oft at age 17 has already gained a

wealth of knowledge and experience in the envi
ronmental sector Born in Seattle Washington Pe
ter learned the concepts of recycle reduce and reuse

early on helping his parents sort items into their ap
propriate recycle bins keeping even the perishable
food items to be reused as compost in their garden

After moving to Utah in 1994 he attended Oakridge

Elementary and Churchill Junior High Last year during
his junior year at Skyline High School Peter took an AP
course in Environmental Science and became increas

ingly interested in energy policy and natural resource

and land management When classes ended for the

year Peter decided to get involved and in April he took

a summer internship with HEAL the Healthy Environ

ment Alliance of Utah an alliance of citizens and orga
nizations working to protect the health of Utahns from

nuclear and toxic waste which is conveniently located

in the same shared office space as Save Our Canyons
Peter cares about the environment land usage

energy policy and resource utilization with an inter

est specifically geared toward population growth

and the overuse of resources He believes that The
unsustainable utilization of our resources is a big is

sue and if we continue to grow without making any
changes these resources are going to run out He

says We have been looking at the short term so long
that we haven't been considering sustainability

While he was at work for HEAL Peter heard about

a volunteer training that Save Our Canyons was
conducting and eager to get more involved in en
viron-r-nental issues he attended Since that time he
has helped at the Save Our Canyons booth during
Farmer's Market and has gained considerable sup
port for our Wasatch Wilderness Campaign by hav
ing friends and family sign postcards that will be sent

to Representative Matheson and Senator Bennett

Unlike others his age who are spending their summer
sleeping in until noon and playing video games Peter

is working toward a solution Never without a smile

on his face Peter is committed to making a difference

He has been a valuable resource to Save Our Canyons
and we are so lucky to have volunteers like him Ll

14-Save Our Canyons Autumn 2008 www saveourcanyons org
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Want to Learn More
About Capital W Wilderness

with Friends

Save Our Canyons can show you pictures tell you about Wilderness Facts and Myths
give you maps of and information about

our current Wasatch Wilderness proposal

We are happy to talk with a gathering in your home or to your club discussion group or
other group

1 6-Save Our Canyons Autunui 2008 www saveourcanyons org


