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Happy Birthday!

Save Our Canyons
is celebrating
its 35th birthday this year.

Like Frankenstein’s Monster
Intercanyon Tunnel Attempts a Comeback

Cartoon courtesy of Josie Fife. The threat of inter-resort tunnels seems to
be waning, yet again. See The Good, Bad and Ugly on page 12. To see Josie
Fife’s wonderful watercolors go to http://www.josiefife.com/




S ave Our Canyons celebrates its 35" birthday this
year. It all started with the dream of having a Lone
Peak Wilderness and in the realization that the Eden
we had been enjoying in the Wasatch before 1972 was
one from which we would eventually be expelled. It
had been a paradise. There were vast stretches of
backcountry skiing open to one and all and unpestered
by helicopters or snowmobiles. Resorts were
uncrowded and inexpensive. Most of the playground
was administered by the Forest Service and we thought
this was protection enough.

But trouble was looming. The new Snowbird resort
with its extravagant plans for canyon urbanization
made it clear that an upward spiral of ski resort
competition and growth was beginning. The problem
of increasing local population was beginning to sink
in and promotion of destination skiing was beginning
to trouble us locals. We began to feel powerless in the
face of these threats to the wildness and beauty of the
Wasatch Range we knew and loved.

Providentially, a new tool had become available
for citizens who wanted to have their input in the
fate of federal lands in the Wasatch. This was the,
then new, National Environmental Policy Act (1970),
known affectionately as NEPA. This provided, pretty
much for the first time, the requirement for citizen
participation in major federal decisions regarding
public lands. We gradually realized that we could
and should be important players in the future of the
Wasatch. So that’s what we did and have been doing
since 1972.

We have played crucial roles in a string of success
stories: The creation of the Lone Peak, Twin Peaks
and Mt. Olympus Wilderness Areas. Partnering with
the Forest Service and the ski industry to hold the

President’s Message
SOC Is 35 Years Old!

By Gale Dick

line against unlimited or unwise expansion of resorts.
Persuading Olympic organizers to keep venues out

of Big and Little Cottonwood Canyons. Working

to achieve the existing heli-free days in the central
Wasatch. Encouraging Salt Lake County to formulate
its 1989 Canyons Master Plan and pushing for it to be
updated in 2007. Working strenuously to see that Salt
Lake County use its powers to control development on
private mountain lands within the county. Convincing
the County to abandon its claims to highway rights-
of-way under an ancient and rescinded 1866 statute.
Pursuing litigation when there is no other recourse.
Providing volunteers to improve trails and campsites in
the Wasatch and to keep the highways clean. SOC has
become the major citizens’ group working to protect
the beauty and wildness of the canyons, mountains and
foothills of the Wasatch. SOC works with municipal,
county, state and federal governments, with businesses
and other environmental groups. SOC trains
tomorrow’s activists through our volunteer and intern
programs. In 1974 we had no staff and a miniscule
annual budget of a few thousand dollars. We currently
have a downtown office, a staff of three and a budget
some hundred times greater.

SOC has grown up through the years, learned
much, won some, lost some and has many people to
thank. There have been many unpaid working trustees
who have served many years on our board and to
whom the organization owes a continuing debt. Hats
off to them all with special blue ribbons to the current
board. Where would SOC be without the dedication
of past employees, volunteers and interns? What
chance would SOC have had without the foresighted
cooperation of many Forest Service people or the
heroes in the Salt Lake Department of Public Utilities
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— the folks who protect our watershed?

SOC started with three members: Alexis Kelner,
Floyd Sweat and Gale Dick; it now has thousands of
individual and business members. These members have
supported the organization faithfully throughout its 35
years with their service and financial support. They are
of all ages and walks of life but they share a love for the
magnificent Wasatch Range and a dedication to seeing
to their protection and betterment. Save Our Canyons
is a real grassroots organization and those roots are in
Utah.

When SOC was founded, we thought that we’d just
try to solve a few vexing problems and, having done
that, go back to having fun. Ridiculous dream! There
will always be a need for citizens to be alert and active
in the management of our heritage of public lands.
Land grabs, unwise development schemes, strife among
the various groups who make up the users of this most
heavily trodden Forest Service area in the nation, rogue
administrators of public lands, perpetually underfunded
official guardians of the public domain, careless and
reckless recreationists and just too many people on the

land.

Save Our Canyons is proud of what it has been able
to do and looks forward to what it can do in the future.
Start planning for the next 35 years and keep thinking
about what you want the Wasatch to be like in 2107 and
beyond. It has all worked because lots of people care.
That’s all it takes.

And so, it’s PARTY TIME! Come join the
celebration of these 35 years on September 20 at the
Chase Mill in Liberty Park. You can park at the Tracy
Aviary and take a short walk to the mill. Come at 6:00
p-m. and whoop it up. Alexis Kelner will give a slide
show on Save Our Canyons’ history at 7:30 p.m. Q

Two Dedicated New Interns Join SOC Staff

JAMES
COMFORD

James grew up
in the beautiful
state of Utah and
developed a love
of the outdoors
from his parents.
As a teenager He
was inspired by
the writings and art
of Everett Ruess
about southern Utah and the wilderness.

He is graduating this summer from the University of
Utah with a Bachelor of Science degree in Environmental
Studies.

His favorite spots in Utah include Neffs Canyon, Mt.
Olympus, Zion National Park and the foothills and canyons
surrounding the University. James hopes to make the world
a more understanding, sustainable, sane place through his
work at Save Our Canyons this summer.

www.saveourcanyons.org

MERCEDES
JEFFERIS

Mercedes was
born and grew

up in Salt Lake
City. She attended
West High

School and is now getting ready for her sophomore year at
Loyola Marymount University in Los Angeles where she is
studying political science.

Growing up in Salt Lake has given Mercedes an
appreciation for the Wasatch Mountains, and she is
now interning at Save Our Canyons to help in the effort
to protect our amazing environment.
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Flight Path Changes
Were a Solution in Search of a Problem

By Congressman Jim Matheson

tahns received welcome news

from the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) in June. The
FAA notified me that it has dropped
— for now - its proposal to re-route jets
over the east side of Salt Lake Valley.
Together with Save Our Canyons, I
have long questioned the logic and
the need for such a drastic change, as
well as the bureaucratic mindset of an
uncooperative agency.

Operating behind closed doors, the
FAA - sometime in 2000 - apparently
initiated plans to re-route incoming
aircraft in a pattern that included
the so-called “East Downwind”
configuration. That evolved into the Northern Utah
Airspace Initiative, unveiled by the FAA in 2003.
The agency said it was necessary to address airspace
overcrowding and looming airport delays. But efforts
by the public to get information were consistently
stymied by the agency. After a few sparsely-attended
scoping meetings, where no study details were revealed
and questions were not fully answered, the FAA began
its Draft Environmental Impact Statement process.

When Ilearned about the plan, from representatives
of Save Our Canyons, then-Salt Lake International
Airport Director Tim Campbell, and private pilots
and air-traffic controllers, I challenged the FAA. In an
initial briefing, I was told that the reason for the change
was efficiency. But it was clear to me and others that,
with significant decreases in air travel following the
terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, the FAA’s projected
flight growth numbers were suspect. The proposed
changes, which would have put low-flying commercial
jets roaring over the densely-populated east bench, the

Wasatch Front canyons and pristine
landscapes, would drastically affect
our quality of life. In March of 2004, 1
wrote to FAA Administrator Blakey,
questioning the agency’s rationale
for moving ahead. An independent
technical expert hired by the airport,
private pilots, both Northwest
and Delta Airlines, and Save Our
Canyons all agreed with me that this
proposal should be halted.

As a member of the House
Transportation Committee, with
jurisdiction over the FAA’s budget,
Iopposed additional funding for the
NUALI project when unrelated issues
prompted Congress — in 2005 — to freeze the agency’s
budget. Because of my opposition to the funding,
action died.

In response to my request for a status report, |
was notified in mid-June of this year that the FAA is
pursuing improvements for Salt Lake’s airspace that
“do not require changes to the flight patterns.” For
now, we have prevailed.

I share Save Our Canyon’s satisfaction with this
outcome. Itis a hard-won victory. Still, in a recent letter
to the FAA’s Blakey, I wrote that her update indicated
that at the end of 2008, FAA may revisit its proposal for
air space design. I expect the FAA to keep me apprised
of its actions. I believe that the FAA must work with the
local community and my office to conduct an honest,
open assessment that emphasizes safety, efficiency and
quality of life. Q
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Neffs Canyon Debris Basin and Dam Derailed
— at Least in the Short Term —

few years back the Federal Emergency Manage-

ment Administration (FEMA) designated
a relatively small section of the Olympus Cove
neighborhood as being at risk from flooding and debris
flow emanating from Neffs Canyon in the event one
or more worst case weather events took place. Being
labeled as a flood prone area earned the neighborhood a
spot on Salt Lake County’s list of planned flood control
projects. Last summer Salt Lake County proposed
building a huge debris basin and dam at the mouth of
Neffs Canyon. To understand the scale of this project,
visualize this: the proposed debris retention basin and
dam would have a design footprint of three full-size
football fields, including the end zones. The dam face
for this basin would be upwards to 30 feet high and
stretch 800 feet across the mouth of the canyon. In
addition, all the vegetation within this area would
be stripped bare. An estimated 3,500 truckloads of
trees, other vegetation, soil and rock would have
to be excavated. The finished project would remain
perpetually devoid of any meaningful vegetation.

Debris basins and dam structures have long been
a staple of Southern California flood control efforts
and have been built with abandon at the mouths of
many canyons in and around the Los Angeles basin.
Do they work? If engineered well and if large enough,
yes, they have contained debris flows. Is a Southern
California-inspired flood control project warranted for
the mouth of Neffs Canyon? The County flood control
engineers and a few proponents said yes. Most others,
or at least those who have made their opinion known
in public forums, letters and emails to the County, gave
a resounding no.

The makings of this controversy began last summer
when Salt Lake County pitched its plan to the public by
way of meetings with the Mount Olympus Community
Council and residents of the area. County Mayor Peter
Corroon, to his immense credit, stated at the beginning
that only if there was a clear consensus amongst county
residents in favor of the project would the County
move forward with it. As events unfolded, it became
clear that Mayor Corroon’s prescience proved correct.

Save Our Canyons began working immediately with
local residents-turned activists to mobilize awareness
and opposition. The Sierra Club and the Utah River
Council jumped in and became critical partners.

Opposition to a dam and debris basin in Neffs

WWW.saveourcanyons.org

Canyon came swiftly. The County-commissioned
engineering and geology study used to add legitimacy
to the project was at best grossly incomplete. While
the authors carefully calculated the volume of debris
flow available in Neffs Canyon, they did not show
that it presents an imminent risk. To the contrary, they
presented reference literature that did not support a
serious threat.

Neffs Canyon and its alluvial fan were created over
a vast period of geologic time, an expanse of time so
great that it is difficult for humans to comprehend.
Absent a focused, authoritative study that analyzes all
aspects of the geology, topography, soils and historical
weather patterns found in Neffs Canyon, itisimpossible
to come to any reasoned conclusion as to the degree of
risk facing Olympus Cove residents.

The combined efforts of all who were opposed and
those who simply voiced skepticism paid off — at least
in the short term. In a letter dated May 15, 2007, the
Mount Olympus Community Council sent a letter to
Mayor Corroon stating that “.... The public comment
was overwhelmingly against construction of this
project. We estimate the comments to have run in excess
of 80% opposed to the project with only about 20% or
less of our residents favoring further investigation of
the project. Based upon this input from our community,
the Mount Olympus Community Council resolved to
table this proposal. This is to advise you of our action
in this regard.”

In addition, we can surmise that comments made
directly to Mayor Corroon’s office also expressed an
overwhelming negative or skeptical view of the project.
The community consensus is clear. Absent a proven,
compelling need, a debris basin and dam at the mouth
of Neffs Canyon is a genuinely bad idea.

Mayor Corroon’s office has since stated (at the time
this was being written) that it will be sending a “project
close out letter” to all those who communicated with
the Mayor’s office.

As pleased as we are with the County’s current
stance, we have long since learned that conservation
victories are often temporary. We can expect proponents
of this project to continue to lobby for it and indeed
might have the political winds to their backs the next
time around. Q
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Ute Indian Beliefs
About the Environment

By Forrest S. Cuch — Executive Director, Utah Division of Indian Affairs.

people. I can only share what I have experienced
growing up among them and watching them
interact with their environment.

My experience is that the Ute Indian people have
always loved nature. My experience has been that
they attribute the wonders of nature and the blessings
of their environment to their God, the Creator. They
are one with their nature and the environment. Hence,
they are one with God. Even though they do not live
as close to nature as they once did, they continue to
appreciate all aspects of their environment.

At one time, their entire life evolved around
interacting with nature and the environment. They
were a nomadic people who moved from campsite
to campsite, high mountain parks and valleys in the
summer to lowlands and desert in the winter months.
Moving from campsite to campsite prevented the area
from being harmed in any way.

First, I do not claim to know the beliefs of my

At one time the Ute people were masters of their
destiny. They even took pride in their lifestyle and
their homelands. The following is a famous quote from
Chief Ouray at a council meeting in 1866:

“Long time ago, Utes had plenty. On the
prairie, antelope and buffalo, so many OQuray
can’t count. In the mountains, deer and bear
everywhere. In the streams, trout, duck, beaver,
everything. Good Mantou gave all to red man,
Utes happy all the year. Whiteman came, and
now Utes go hungry a heap. Game so much
every year hard to shoot now. Old man often
weak for want of food. Squaw and papoose cry.
Only strong brave live, white man grows a heap;
Red man no grow — soon die all.”

They were one with it and they considered it to
be alive. From the rocks to the trees to all the various
living creatures, the Indian people believed the Creator
had blessed them with all and abundance.

One of the things that I appreciate about the Ute
people is their practice of ceremonies that acknowledge
and recognize the importance of the various elements,
most importantly the appreciation of water. Perhaps
the most sacred of Ute ceremonies is most connected
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to ‘water.” In the Sundance ceremony, men placed in a
circular corral made of lodge poles and brush, dance to
the center pole for three days without food or water. It
is a very demanding, difficult, and grueling ceremony
that takes a person to their limits of suffering, pain
tolerance, endurance, and other limitations of body and
mind. After two hot days without water, one begins
to appreciate water very much. You become so thirsty
that you cannot spit; you see water in your dreams.
After a while you become desperate and if you do not
call upon the power of your spirit, you are doomed.
Interestingly enough, this appreciation gets extended
to appreciation for your family, your wife, the children,
the elders, food, a cool fresh breeze, the warmth of the
sun, etc.

There are those who believe every word of Chief
Seattle. And although more credit should go to his
interpreter and writer for the articulation, Chief
Seattle’s basic premises about the earth are still correct
and appropriate when applied to concerns for the
environment. To Seattle, the world was an intricate web
that was interconnected. What happened in one corner
of the universe affected other parts as well. The original
dance of the Ute, the Bear Dance, is very illustrative
of this concept. The Ute Bear dance commemorates
spring and the blessings associated with the end of a
long winter and the new beginnings or the beginning
of the spring season. It is a time of celebration and joy,
the Ute’s version of the square dance. In this dance,
two lines are formed, one side the men and one side
are the women, in a circular structure or corral made
of brush. At various times, they can pair off or be cut
apart from the others by a man with a stick who is
referred to as “Cat man” or “Moosuch.” They must
continue to dance back and forth until someone falls
down to end the dance. The bear reminds people that
they must rejoice and appreciate the passing of the
cold winter season. Like the bear, the people begin to
eat and at one point they must eat enough to store up
in preparation for the coming year.

Consequently, the Ute ceremonies are tied in
with nature and the changes that occur. There is an
acknowledgement of the cause and effect principle of
nature that was so eloquently elicited by Chief Seattle.
The Ute people are constantly watching nature and
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the changes that occur. They are quite aware of the
changes that are occurring as a result of the extremely
high carbon dioxide levels and the effects of global
warming. The droughts that have been occurring more
than usual have them very concerned. I am convinced
that the elders of the tribe are contemplative of the
warnings of the ‘Hopi Prophesy’ and the ‘Mayan

Forrest S. Cuch

Calendar.” I am certain that they are taking heed and
beginning to discuss these manifestations of earthly
change. The Ute believe there was a time when the
animals spoke language and communicated with man
and with each other. I think the animals are beginning
to speak to us once again. O

Forrest Cuch is an enrolled
member of the Ute Indian
Tribe. He was born in 1951
and raised on the Uintah
and Ouray Ute Indian
Reservation in northeastern
Utah. He attended public
schools until grade nine
wherein he attended and
graduated from Wasatch
Academy, Mt. Pleasant,
Utah. In 1973, he graduated
from Westminster College,
Salt Lake City, Utah with a
Bachelors of Arts Degree in
the Behavioral Sciences. He
is married to Carla Giles, a
Wampanoag businesswoman
from Martha’s Vineyard,
Massachusetts. They have
one son, Cameron.

He has served as planner for
a newly recognized tribe, the
Wampanoag Tribe of Gay
Head, Massachusetts. At
this time, he designed and
developed service programs
contracted by the tribe

from the Bureau of Indian
Affairs. He managed the
first two major building
projects constructed on tribal
lands. In 1994, Forrest was
appointed Social Studies
Department Head at Wasatch
Academy at Mt. Pleasant,
Utah. He has also served

as a trustee, representing
American Indians on the
Salt Lake Organizing
Comumittee for the 2002

Forrest has contributed
to his tribe and to the
- education of the public
in multiple ways. He has
served as Education Director
for the Ute Indian Tribe,

developing many educational
programs. His efforts led to
the publication of the book,

A History of the Northern
Ute People. Recently, he was
editor of the book, A History
of Utah’s American Indians.

Winter Olympic Games. He
has given many presentations
on Indian history. Forrest
currently holds the position
of Executive Director, Utah
Division of Indian Affairs. Q

If you would like to give a Contribution to Save Our Canyons

and have some highly appreciated stock or mutual funds,
consider gifting alternative funds rather than cash.

There are distinct advantages.

For more information call Dave Bastian at 363-7283.
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Conservationists, Landowners
Object to Motorized Trail Plans

By Dan Schroeder, Conservation Chair, Ogden Sierra Club.

ixconservationorganizationsandfouraffectedlandowners

have submitted formal comments to the Forest Service,
protesting plans to create an extended system of motorized
trails across public and private land in northern Utah.

The motorized trail proposal, which dates back to 2001,
would create a 600-mile system of looping, interconnected
ATV routes stretching from Brigham City to Bear Lake.
The trails would cross National Forest lands in the Ogden
and Logan Ranger Districts as well as lands managed by the
BLM and the State of Utah. The system would also include
over a hundred miles of routes across private lands, mostly
in southern Cache County. Many of the routes on both public
and private land are currently closed to motorized travel.

This proposed system has generally been referred to as
the Shoshone Trail, inviting comparisons to the Paiute Trail
of south-central Utah. However, the Shoshone Trail name
has so far been formally applied only to a less controversial
system of about 200 miles of motorized routes that are
already open to motor vehicles.

The current proposal from the Forest Service would affect
only those portions of the trail system within the Ogden
Ranger District. In March 2006, District Ranger Chip
Sibbernsen issued a decision to open dozens of additional
trails to ATV use, establishing many of the connections
that are proposed as parts of the enlarged Shoshone Trail.
Conservation organizations appealed that decision and in
July, Forest Supervisor Faye Krueger reversed the decision
and instructed the District to improve its analysis of the
cumulative effects of its proposal. This reversal recognized
that the Ogden District’s proposal was part of a larger effort
to expand motorized recreation, with potentially serious
consequences to humans and to the natural environment.

The District released a draft of its new cumulative effects
analysis in March. The document discusses many types of
cumulative effects, but generally claims that these effects
will be minimal. The document does not explicitly indicate
the planned extent of the expanded Shoshone Trail system,
nor does it specifically address impacts of those parts of the
system that would lie outside the Ogden Ranger District.

The most extensive comments on the draft were submitted
jointly by the Ogden Sierra Club, the Wild Utah Project,
Western Wildlife Conservancy, and Save Our Canyons. The
Nature Conservancy and the Utah Environmental Congress
submitted separate comments, as did attorneys representing
four affected landowners: the Selman Ranch, Ernest J.
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Miller, Willard Peak Meadows, and Coldwater Ranch.
While the specific comments vary in their details, all are in
agreement that the Forest Service proposal goes too far to
accommodate motorized recreation, at the expense of the
environment and private property rights.

Dan Schroeder, Conservation Chair of the Ogden Sierra
Club, said he was disappointed that the Forest Service was
still downplaying the impacts of motorized recreation.
“The apparent goal is still to make motorized recreation the
dominant use on 75% of the Ogden Ranger District, plus
vast areas of adjoining land,” Schroeder said. “Under this
proposal, some of the last remaining nonmotorized trails in
the more remote parts of the Ogden District would be turned
over to motorized use,” he added.

Kirk Robinson, Director of the Western Wildlife
Conservancy, criticized the Forest Service for downplaying
the impacts of its proposal on wildlife. “Forest managers
confuse the home of wild animals with a playground for
motorized humans,” he said. “Their cumulative effects
analysis generally assumes, without evidence, that past
activities on the forest have not adversely affected native
species. And from this assumption they leap to the conclusion
that thousands of additional ATVs and motorbikes will make
no difference either.”

Brent Hoggan, attorney for three of the affected
landowners, pointed out that the Shoshone Trail proposal
would cross private property across which there is no
public access and that granting public access would cause
irreparable damage that would result in the pollution of
pristine wildlife habitat and grazing land. He further stated
that the public is adequately served by existing trails that are
already open. A

Brandon Baxter, attorney for the Selman family,
commented that the Forest Service proposal “clearly
contemplates” that a private road through the Selman
property would be opened for public motorized use.

Recently, Box Elder County bulldozed the road and
removed the gates without permission from the Selmans,
who then took the County to court and obtained a temporary
restraining order barring public use of the road. Baxter also
criticized the Forest Service analysis of impacts to sharp-
tailed grouse, a sensitive species that makes its home on the
Selman Ranch and adjacent National Forest lands.U
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Cache County’s Sneaky RS 2477 Claims

By Carl Fisher, SOC staff

Out of one embroiled County Road battle, straight into
another! Earlier this year we received word that Salt
Lake County had dropped all of their Revised Statute
2477 claims. At about the same time we also learned
that Cache County was seeking every deer trail, cow
path and streambed as a State Highway claim under
this antiquated mining law. In a May Cache County
Council Meeting we learned that the County is seeking
control over all the routes that lie within the county
and are entering into a Schedule A Agreement with the
Forest Service, in addition to claiming, on 197 miles of
Forest Service roads.

The Schedule A Agreementisamaintenance agreement
between the Forest Service and a local governmental
entity that allows a county or other municipality to use
state funds to maintain roads that belong to the Forest
Service. All of the roads that are contained within this
agreement are approved by Forest Service Engineers
and only apply to roads that are open on the current
travel plan. This is a big help to the Forest Service as
'it's essentially free money for them. However, Cache
County has complicated the issue by confusing RS 2477

and maintenance, which worried Save Qur Canyons.

In a recent meeting with the Forest Service, we
cleared up the confusion and ensured they were aware
of the sneaky business that Cache County was up to.
They put a disclaimer in the agreement that states the
maintenance on roads does not suggest that the roads
were ever, or ever will be, County roads. We hope
that this language will dissuade Cache County from
pursuing their claims that were asserted in the May
Council Meeting.

Save Our Canyons is dedicated to ensuring that
the forests remain natural and open to all who want
to admire their unique beauty. We have been working
with numerous groups interested in the preservation
of our forests and have been looking into road histories
as we did in Salt Lake County. We sincerely hope that
Cache County will make the right decision and aid
the Forest Service in providing a high-quality, natural
experience for all users of our public lands and forego
their RS 2477 tactic which has jeopardized lands
throughout the State. Q

Ogden’s Mayor Matthew Godfrey had a
change of heart on last month when he
announced that he would not sell the public
Mt. Ogden Golf course to Developer Chris
Peterson. The mayor told the Standard-
Examiner that resident concerns for the city’s
foothills trail system and the loss of the city-
owned golf course prompted his decision.
This has been a very contentious issue
for the Mayor, who is seeking re-election
this November. He has helped the developer
promote this project over the past year and
a half despite the division it caused with the
residents of Ogden.
The idea of an urban gondola may still be
lingering, but it looks like it could be an uphill

Ogden: Sale of Public Golf Course Stopped!

battle from here on out. The proposal, or lack
thereof (one was never formally submitted),
had the golf course slated for the development
of 400 homes (at one point it was near 600)
which would be sold to fund the urban
gondola. Now the homes are homeless for the
time being and we hope that the gondola idea
is headed in the same direction.

Good work to all those who made their
voices heard regarding access to trails and the
value of our public lands! — Carl Fisher, SOC

staff

www.saveourcanyons.org
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For several years SOC and the Wasatch Mountain Club have complained to the Forest Service of trash accum
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lations at the Brighton Ski Area. To date the official guardians of the forest have failed to respond. Photos by
Julia Hendrian.

A Walk In The Wasatch

By Julia Hendrian, SOC Trustee and Chris Biltoft, Wasatch Mountain Club

magine a summer’s day hike in our Wasatch

Mountains. This evokes images of walking
through a field resplendent in wildflowers, and
streams of fresh, clear water flowing through the
glades and trees. Suddenly, one’s sense of reverie
is jarred by discarded beer cans or other trash left
by careless forest users. We must acknowledge
the reality that, as one of our nation’s most heavily
used national forests, the Wasatch-Cache faces
many challenges that threaten its safety, beauty,
and sustainability.

When careless individuals toss their unwanted
trash out of vehicle windows, the litter accumulates
along the roadsides until an Adopt A Highway
group collects it. Less well known is that a similar
pattern of trash deposition happens on the ski
resorts, particularly under lift lines. Ski resort
operating plans include a provision for post-season
trash pick-ups, but these programs are managed
with varying degrees of success. Often the litter
collection effort is haphazard, leaving many
discarded items to accumulate over time.

Accumulating trash is unsightly, but is
degradation of our hiking experience the only
problem? Not exactly. Consider discarded
batteries and avalanche control residue, which
leach toxic metals into the soil and ultimately into
our water supply. Bits of plastic pose choking and
strangulation hazards to wildlife. Butane lighters

(see photo) lie in dry tinder awaiting a spark or

sufficient heat to explode into fire.
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Trash accumulation problems in our Wasatch
Mountains are compounded by the indifferent
attitudes of Forest Service managers and ski resort
operators. On a recent hike through the Brighton
Ski Resort we found an illicit junkyard full of
abandoned equipment located about 150 yards
east of the Snake Creek lift base (see photos).
Vegetation growing up through the rusting piles of
junk testifies to number of years that the junk has
languished here. Further along in our hike, after
collecting multiple bags of trash, we came across
an English double-decker bus parked 50 yards
south of the Majestic Lift terminus, and an old
metal ski lift frame corroding in the trees beyond
it (see photos). Now, one might reasonably expect
a double-decker bus in Brighton, England, but on
the ski slopes of Brighton, Utah? None of these are
mentioned in the 1999 Brighton Ski Area Master
Development Plan Update. One can conclude that
these sites, located on Forest Service land, are just
as illegal as they are ugly.

Concerns and protests about this abuse of
Forest Service land have been repeatedly lodged
with the Forest Service, the resort operator, and
Salt Lake City and County Public Utilities offices.
These entities have persistently opted for a “No
Action” response, which constitutes an abdication
of management and oversight responsibility.
Obviously, a new approach is needed to prod
governmental managers into action and shame
resort operators into cleaning up their acts.

www.saveourcanyons.org
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Brighton.

Junk near Snake Creek Lift’s base at Decing English o
near the upper lift terminus

Butane lighter discarded in tinder-dry
vegetation at Brighton.

at Brighton.

We can make our concerns heard through the Ski
Area Citizens’ Coalition (SACC) website: www.
skiareacitizens.com. This Coalition produces a Ski
Area Environmental Scorecard. Those of us who find
evidence of environmentally damaging practices can
send the evidence to SACC. Perhaps a few failing scores
will awaken ski resort managers to the consequences

of their environmental abuses. If enough of us also
provide this information to public officials, they too
will be forced to act.

Let us all enjoy our scenic and refreshing hikes in
the Wasatch. At the same time, let us also help pick
up litter and report examples of the trashing of our
watershed and public lands. Q

Dave Bastian Moves to New Challenges

The friendly and helpful guy whom many SOC
members have reached on 363-SAVE and at our
events for the last four years is moving on to a
position with the Utah Rivers Council.

When Dave started with SOC, bringing the
staff up to just two, he took over responsibility
for membership, database maintenance, web site
development, events, volunteer supervision and
routine office management — a big job. He has
selflessly and creatively devoted himself to the
aims of our organization.

He developed, almost from scratch, an excellent
web site saveourcanyons.org, which received
452,403 hits in the last 12 months. It is much used
by students, members and prospective members,
the media and people in other countries facing
challenges similar to those we face here in Salt
Lake City.

He vigorously expanded our presence in the
community with a variety of events: a much
expanded use of volunteers to preside over SOC
tables at local events, festivals and markets, a
series of dinners and parties for major donors and
volunteers as well as our general membership. For
this program he developed volunteer-orientation

www.saveourcanyons.org

materials, brochures and bumper stickers to hand
out, banners and merchandise in the form of hats,
T-shirts, posters, videos and stickers.

Notable among these outreach events was his
idea to have an annual social gathering with a
dinner, speaker and music to celebrate Save Our
Canyons’ major role in getting congress to establish
Utah’s first Wilderness Area, the Lone Peak
Wilderness. The annual Lone Peak Celebration,
under Dave’s leadership, has grown in size and
importance during the four years since he first
staged the event for SOC. It has always been a lot
of fun.

He has been an attentive steward of the
membership and donor programs, personally
thanking each donor and sending membership
materials to our new members. Individual
membership numbers have grown about 30% in the
past four years.

We wish Dave well in his new position where
he will continue his dedicated service working for a
better Utah and a better world. OQ
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The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly

GOOD. Itlooks as if the proposal to bore tunnels connecting
Alta, Brighton and Park City is fizzling out — yet again. Lately
the talk has turned from tunnels to transit, at the urging of
Salt Lake County Mayor Peter Corroon. “The tunnel’s a very
expensive option and a contentious one,” says Corroon. “I’d
like to look at what works and what everybody can agree upon
first, before we go down a path like that. Looking at buses,
looking at park and rides - those are the solutions I thought
people were positive about from all sides.” Mayor Corroon
brought representatives from the ski industry, environmental
groups (Save Our Canyons was there) and transportation
together recently to discuss solutions to growing traffic
concerns in the canyons. State Senator Carlene Walker, who
led the most recent effort to revisit the tunnel proposal in
November, says she’s become frustrated with the opposition
and has quit pushing for it.

@bﬁ 371

GOOD. Lynn Stevens, San Juan County Commissioner
and former Director of the Governor’s Public Lands Office,
has resigned from his state advisory position. There has
been rejoicing among conservationists as can be seen in this
picture of Ray Bloxham, Field Inventory Specialist, when he
saw the news.

BAD. A recent article in the High Country News reports
that off-highway vehicle riders rose from about 5 million
in 1972 to 51 million in 2004 with more than two-thirds
occasionally straying from sanctioned routes. At the same
time the Forest Service has been hit by staffing reductions
and budget crunches. Bad trouble. Dan Schroeder, chair
of the Ogden chapter of the Sierra Club, says that even
putting more people on the ground enforcing restrictions
won’t solve the off-highway vehicle problem. He describes
an incident in which he, the local district ranger and other
agency staff found seven people on vehicles behind a “trail
closed” sign: “The Forest Service folks went up and talked
to them, and then we just went on a left them; they didn’t
write any tickets. And that’s how the forest Service behaved
with the Sierra Club watching!” Come on! We need clamp-
downs not collusion!

UGLY. Powder Mountain is once again facing potential
mega-development as investors and developers eye the
potential for profit in this sleepy and magnificent mom-and-
pop style resort. The current proposal would turn it into a
huge four-season resort with hotels, condos, private homes,
two 18-hole golf courses, fire and police station and an airport.
There are potential environmental and social impacts if this
proposal is approved. The 8,000 acres of the property are
abundant with wildlife and serve as a recreation destination
for hunters, hikers, bikers and skiers. There is also the
looming question of impacts on the surrounding community
as property prices sky-rocket and the area is turned into a
second home community catering to out of state skiers. You
can offer your own comments in the ongoing Weber and
Cache County zoning actions until September 24. Go to the
SOC website to find out how. Losing this wonderful area to
the glitzy and privileged would be a tragedy. Q

Saturday, August 25.

Bill Parry’s Geology Hike

The geology hike is scheduled for Saturday, August 25. The hike will be from
Brighton to Twin Lakes Pass to view glacial moraines, Mississippian limestone,
igneous intrusives, tunnels, and global climate change. The hike is 2.5 miles and 1260
feet of elevation gain one-way.

Meet at the Park-and-ride parking lot at the mouth of Big Cottonwood Canyon at the

intersection of Utah Highway 190 to Brighton and Wasatch Boulevard at about 7200

south at 9:00 AM for car pooling. Bring water, lunch, and rain gear (we were rained
out the last attempt on this hike).

12 —Save Our Canyons, Summer, 2007
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The July 8 Save Our Canyons’ Adopt-
A-Highway crew poses

before it faces

the monstrous clean up job

lying on the side

of the Big Cottonwood Canyon
highway behind them.

Adopt
A Highway
Update

By Julia Hendrian,
SOC Trustee

On Sunday, July 8th, we had a terrific morning for the 2nd
Big Cottonwood Canyon road cleanup of 2007!

Dave Andrenyak, Jane Arhart, Tawni Bell, Jim Catano,
Tyson Costello, Jacob Fuhrman, Lori Grant, Sara Glazier,
Julia Lester, Lawrance McClung, John Porcher, Stephanie
Young & Ron Younger worked from above Butler Fork/Mile
10 down to Mile 8. Thirteen of us in all!

We carpooled after a few people grabbed a quick bagel.

Dave had us outfitted with helmets, vests and bags in no

time. In BCC there was a slight breeze and clear skies
despite a little forest fire smoke. After finishing the cleanup
about 11:15 we polished off the bagels. We had a fun and
productive group.

We particularly enjoyed watching brilliantly
colored butterflies fly around while we performed our
canyon service.

Kip Wallace

Long time friend of the
Wasatch and Save Our
Canyons supporter Kip
Wallace died July 24, 2007
after a brief but deadly
illness.

Kip, the wife of
composer Bill Wallace,
knew the mountains of
Utah, Wyoming and
the world at first hand,
climbing them, hiking
through them, and supporting a wide
variety of organizations devoted to
preserving their beauty and wildness.

She was a generous and thoughtful

friend, a devoted mother,
an independent spirit and
a wonderful companion
in wilderness adventures
— strong, resourceful

and full of fun and good
humor.

She was also a
charismatic and elegant
woman as can be seen in
this photograph where
she is posing as a hat rack
with the help of an elk antler and the hats
of her fellow hikers in the Absaroka Range
of Wyoming.

www.saveourcanyons.org
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Will McCarvill, Jeff Peruznik, and Chris

Biltoft (at top) repair water bars on a

local forest trail.

Wasatch Trails Update

Save Our Canyons was very fortunate to receive
funding from the National Forest Foundation this year
to improve our Trail Maintenance Program, and so far
it’s been an enormous help. We have been working with
the Wasatch Mountain Club, the Cottonwood Canyons
Foundation and the Forest Service to maintain several
trails throughout the heavily used tri-canyon area. We
have repaired and modified dozens of water bars and
check dams, approximately 3 miles of tread repair,
removed dangerous tree branches, improved view
corridors, cleared several sections of downed trees, and
removed non-indigenous/invasive weeds. To date, we
have worked on trails in City Creek Canyon—a section
of the Bonneville Shoreline, the North and South Forks
of Mill B as well as the North and South forks of Mill
D.

We’ve also been quite fortunate to receive the help
we have from our enthusiastic volunteers. So far
we have had nearly 175 volunteer hours from many
different . user groups. This has invited some very
interesting discussions on trail maintenance techniques
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and preferences. For example, what would a mountain
biker prefer in comparison to a trail runner or family of
hikers?

If you are interested in these techniques, the
Cottonwood Canyons Foundation, in conjunction with
the Forest Service, will be hosting a trail maintenance
workshop at the September 8" trail day organized by
Save Our Canyons and the Wasatch Mountain Club.
Trail days and workshops are a great way to become
involved and learn the trail maintenance techniques
used by the Forest Service throughout the United
States. Please contact Rachael at 363-7283 or rachael@
saveourcanyons.org if you are interested in participating.
Trail maintenance participants will receive a free tee
shirt and are invited to our end of season party after the
trail work on September 8. As usual, our trail partners
in the Wasatch Mountain Club have invited the trail
crew volunteers to use their lodge for a pizza party.

See you on the trails.

— Gayle Parry and Rachael Mathey

WWWw.saveourcanyons.org




Kurt Becker (1), Dave Andrenyak, and Jim Kucera Ku
take a break from heavy trail maintenance work

. iad)
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rt Becker, Dave Parry, Erica Holeman, and Libby Bailey, SO

C
and Wasatch Mountain Club trail work volunteers, receive instruc-

for a photo-op. tions on use of trail maintenance tools.

Join Save Our Canyons
for the Wasatch Front Forums

The Wasatch Front Forums are back again in 2007-2008!

With the help of KCPW, Westminster College and Save Our Canyons we are
excited to announce a new series of Wasatch Front Forums. There will be 4 Forums
again this coming year held at Westminster’s Gore Auditorium. We invite the entire

community to become involved in these as they are driven primarily by you, the
audience participant.
The next Wasatch Front Forum will be held on August 28, 2007 at the Gore
Auditorium and will commence at 7pm.

This forum will be a panel of the current Mayoral Candidates for the November
Salt Lake City Mayor Election. We are excited to hear and discuss the environmental
platforms of Ralph Becker, Dave Buhler, Keith Christensen, and Jenny Wilson and
how (or if) they plan to carry on the legacy that Rocky has put in place.

Please arrive early as this event will be broadcast and moderated by KCPW.

(for map go to http://www.westminstercollege.edu/campus_map/)

WWWw.saveourcanyons.org
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Coming SOC Activities

Saturday, August 25

Bill Parry’s Geology Hike

The Geology Hike will be

from Brighton to Twin Lakes
Pass to view glacial moraines,
Mississippian limestone, igneous
intrusives, tunnels, and global
climate change. The hike is 2.5
miles and 1260 feet of elevation
gain one-way.

Meet at the Park-and-ride parking
lot at the mouth of Big Cottonwood
Canyon at the intersection of Utah
Highway 190 to Brighton and
Wasatch Boulevard at about 7200
south at 9:00 AM for car pooling.

Bring water, lunch, and rain gear
(we were rained out the last attempt
on this hike).

Tuesday, August 28

Wasatch Front Forum

The next Wasatch Front Forum
will be held on August 28, 2007
at the Gore Auditorium and will
commence at 7pm.

This forum will be a panel of the
current Mayoral Candidates for the
November Salt Lake City Mayoral
Election. We are excited to hear
and discuss the environmental
platforms of Ralph Becker, Dave
Buhler, Keith Christensen, and
Jenny Wilson and how (or if) they
plan to carry on the legacy that
Rocky has put in place.

Please arrive early as this event
will be broadcast and moderated
by KCPW.

Citizens’ Committee to Save Our Canyons

P.O. Box 112017
Salt Lake City, Utah 84147

Mark These Dates
on Your Calendar:

Saturday, August 25
Geology Hike

Tuesday, August 28
Wasatch Front Forum

Thursday, September 20
SOC’s 35th Anniversary
Celebration
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Thursday, September 20
It’s Party Time!

Save Our Canyons is proud of
what it has been able to accomplish
during the past 35 years and looks
forward to what it can do in the
future.

Come join the celebration of the
first 35 years on September 20 at
the Chase Mill in Liberty Park.

You can park at the Tracy Aviary
and take a short walk to the mill.

Come at 6:00 p.m. and whoop

it up. Alexis Kelner will give a
slide show on Save Our Canyons’
history at 7:30 p.m.
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