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Like Frankenstein's Monster

Intercanyon Tunnel Attempts a Comeback
Cartoon courtesy of Josie Fife The threat of inter-resort tunnels seems to

be waning yet again See The Good Bad and Ugly on page 12 To see Josie

Fife's wonderful watercolors go to httpWww josiefife conil
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President's Message

SOC Is 35 Years Old

By Gale Dick

S ave Our Canyons celebrates its 35t birthday this

year It all started with the dream of having a Lone

Peak Wilderness and in the realization that the Eden

we had been enjoying in the Wasatch before 1972 was

one from which we would eventually be expelled It

had been a paradise There were vast stretches of

backcountry skiing open to one and all and unpestered

by helicopters or snowmobiles Resorts were

uncrowded and inexpensive Most of the playground

was administered by the Forest Service and we thought

this was protection enough
But trouble was looming The new Snowbird resort

with its extravagant plans for canyon urbanization

made it clear that an upward spiral of ski resort

competition and growth was beginning The problem

of increasing local population was beginning to sink

in and promotion of destination skiing was beginning

to trouble us locals We began to feel powerless in the

face of these threats to the wildness and beauty of the

Wasatch Range we knew and loved

Providentially a new tool had become available

for citizens who wanted to have their input in the

fate of federal lands in the Wasatch This was the

then new National Environmental Policy Act 1970
known affectionately as NEPA This provided pretty

much for the first time the requirement for citizen

participation in major federal decisions regarding

public lands We gradually realized that we could

and should be important players in the future of the

Wasatch So that's what we did and have been doing

since 1972

We have played crucial roles in a string of success

stories The creation of the Lone Peak Twin Peaks

and Mt Olympus Wilderness Areas Partnering with

the Forest Service and the ski industry to hold the

line against unlimited or unwise expansion of resorts

Persuading Olympic organizers to keep venues out

of Big and Little Cottonwood Canyons Working

to achieve the existing heli-free days in the central

Wasatch Encouraging Salt Lake County to formulate

its 1989 Canyons Master Plan and pushing for it to be

updated in 2007 Working strenuously to see that Salt

Lake County use its powers to control development on

private mountain lands within the county Convincing

the County to abandon its claims to highway rights

of-way under an ancient and rescinded 1866 statute

Pursuing litigation when there is no other recourse

Providing volunteers to improve trails and campsites in

the Wasatch and to keep the highways clean SOC has

become the major citizens'group working to protect

the beauty and wildness of the canyons mountains and

foothills of the Wasatch SOC works with municipal

county state and federal governments with businesses

and other environmental groups SOC trains

tomorrow's activists through our volunteer and intem

programs In 1974 we had no staff and a miniscule

annual budget of a few thousand dollars We currently

have a downtown office a staff of three and a budget

some hundred times greater

SOC has grown up through the years learned

much won some lost some and has many people to

thank There have been many unpaid working trustees

who have served many years on our board and to

whom the organization owes a continuing debt Hats

off to them all with special blue ribbons to the current

board Where would SOC be without the dedication

of past employees volunteers and interns What

chance would SOC have had without the foresighted

cooperation of many Forest Service people or the

heroes in the Salt Lake Department of Public Utilities

2 Save Our Canyons Summer 2007 www saveourcanyons org
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Flight Path Cbanges
Were a Solution in Seardi of a Problem

By Congressman Jim Matheson

Utahns received welcome news
from the Federal Aviation

Administration FAA in June The
FAA notified me that it has dropped

for now its proposal to re-route jets

over the east side of Salt Lake Valley
Together with Save Our Canyons I

have long questioned the logic and
the need for such a drastic change as
well as the bureaucratic mindset of an

uncooperative agency

Operating behind closed doors the
FAA sometime in 2000 apparently
initiated plans to re-route incoming
aircraft in a pattern that included
the so-called East Downwind
configuration That evolved into the Northern Utah

Airspace Initiative unveiled by the FAA in 2003
The agency said it was necessary to address airspace

overcrowding and looming airport delays But efforts

by the public to get information were consistently
stymied by the agency After a few sparsely-attended
scoping meetings where no study details were revealed
and questions were not fully answered the FAA began
its Draft Environmental Impact Statement process

When I learned about the plan from representatives
of Save Our Canyons then-Salt Lake International

Airport Director Tim Campbell and private pilots
and air-traffic controllers I challenged the FAA In an
initial briefing I was told that the reason for the change
was efficiency But it was clear to me and others that
with significant decreases in air travel following the
terrorist attacks of Sept 11 2001 the FAAs projected
flight growth numbers were suspect The proposed
changes which would have put low-flying commercial
jets roaring over the densely-populated east bench the

Wasatch Front canyons and pristine

landscapes would drastically affect

our quality of life In March of 2004 1

wrote to FAA Administrator Blakey

questioning the agency's rationale
for moving ahead An independent
technical expert hired by the airport
private pilots both Northwest
and Delta Airlines and Save Our
Canyons all agreed with me that this

proposal should be halted

As a member of the House

Transportation Committee with

jurisdiction over the FANs budget
I opposed additional funding for the

NUAI project when unrelated issues

prompted Congress in 2005 to freeze the agency's
budget Because of my opposition to the funding
action died

In response to my request for a status report I

was notified in mid-June of this year that the FAA is

pursuing improvements for Salt Lake's airspace that
do not require changes to the flight patterns For

now we have prevailed
I share Save Our Canyon's satisfaction with this

outcome It is a hard-won victory Still in a recent letter

to the FAAs Blakey I wrote that her update indicated
that at the end of 2008 FAA may revisit its proposal for

air space design I expect the FAA to keep me apprised
of its actions I believe that the FAA must work with the
local community and my office to conduct an honest
open assessment that emphasizes safety efficiency and

quality of life U

4 Save Our Canyons Summer 2007
www saveourcanyons org
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Ute Indian Beliefs

About the Envwom-nent

By Forrest S Cuch Executive Director Utah Division of Indian Affairs

First I do not claim to know the beliefs of my
people I can only share what I have experienced

growing up among them and watching them

interact with their environment

My experience is that the Ute Indian people have

always loved nature My experience has been that

they attribute the wonders of nature and the blessings

of their environment to their God the Creator They

are one with their nature and the environment Hence

they are one with God Even though they do not live

as close to nature as they once did they continue to

appreciate all aspects of their environment

At one time their entire life evolved around

interacting with nature and the environment They

were a nomadic people who moved from campsite

to campsite high mountain parks and valleys in the

summer to lowlands and desert in the winter months

Moving from campsite to campsite prevented the area

from being harmed in any way
At one time the Ute people were masters of their

destiny They even took pride in their lifestyle and

their homelands The following is a famous quote from

Chief Ouray at a council meeting in 1866

Long time ago Utes had plenty On the

prairie antelope and buffalo so many Ouray

can't count In the mountains deer and bear

everywhere In the streams trout duck beaver

everything Good Mantou gave all to red man
Utes happy all the year Whiteman came and

now Utes go hungry a heap Game so much

every year hard to shoot now Old man often

weak for want of food Squaw and papoose cry

Only strong brave live white man grows a heap
Red man no grow soon die all

They were one with it and they considered it to

be alive From the rocks to the trees to all the various

living creatures the Indian people believed the Creator

had blessed them with all and abundance

One of the things that I appreciate about the Ute

people is their practice of ceremonies that acknowledge
and recognize the importance of the various elements

most importantly the appreciation of water Perhaps

the most sacred of Ute ceremonies is most connected

to water In the Sundance ceremony men placed in a

circular corral made of lodge poles and brush dance to

the center pole for three days without food or water It

is a very demanding difficult and grueling ceremony
that takes a person to their limits of suffering pain

tolerance endurance and other limitations of body and

mind After two hot days without water one begins

to appreciate water very much You become so thirsty

that you cannot spit you see water in your dreams
After a while you become desperate and if you do not

call upon the power of your spirit you are doomed

Interestingly enough this appreciation gets extended

to appreciation for your family your wife the children

the elders food a cool fresh breeze the warmth of the

sun etc

There are those who believe every word of Chief

Seattle And although more credit should go to his

interpreter and writer for the articulation Chief

Seattle's basic premises about the earth are still correct

and appropriate when applied to concerns for the

environment To Seattle the world was an intricate web

that was interconnected What happened in one corner

of the universe affected other parts as well The original

dance of the Ute the Bear Dance is very illustrative

of this concept The Ute Bear dance commemorates

spring and the blessings associated with the end of a

long winter and the new beginnings or the beginning

of the spring season It is a time of celebration and joy

the Ute's version of the square dance In this dan ce

two lines are formed one side the men and one side

are the women in a circular structure or corral made
of brush At various times they can pair off or be cut

apart from the others by a man with a stick who is

referred to as Cat man or Moosuch They must

continue to dance back and forth until someone falls

down to end the dance The bear reminds people that

they must rejoice and appreciate the passing of the

cold winter season Like the bear the people begin to

eat and at one point they must eat enough to store up
in preparation for the coming year

Consequently the Ute ceremonies are tied in

with nature and the changes that occur There is an

acknowledgement of the cause and effect principle of

nature that was so eloquently elicited by Chief Seattle

The Ute people are constantly watching nature and

6 Save Our Canyons Summer 2007 www saveourcanyons org
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Conservationists Landowners
Object to Motorized Trail Plans

By Dan Schroeder Conservation Chair Ogden Sierra Club

S ixconservation organizations andfouraffected landowners

have submitted formal comments to the Forest Service

protesting plans to create an extended system of motorized

trails across public and private land in northern Utah

The motorized trail proposal which dates back to 2001

would create a 600-n-ffle system of looping interconnected

ATV routes stretching from Brigham City to Bear Lake

The trails would cross National Forest lands in the Ogden
and Logan Ranger Districts as well as lands managed by the

BLM and the State of Utah The system would also include

over a hundred miles of routes across private lands mostly

in southern Cache County Many of the routes on both public

and private land are currently closed to motorized travel

This proposed system has generally been referred to as

the Shoshone Trail inviting comparisons to the Paiute Trail

of south-central Utah However the Shoshone Trail name

has so far been formally applied only to a less controversial

system of about 200 miles of motorized routes that are

already open to motor vehicles

The current proposal from the Forest Service would affect

only those portions of the trail system within the Ogden

Ranger District In March 2006 District Ranger Chip

Sibbernsen issued a decision to open dozens of additional

trails to ATV use establishing many of the connections

that are proposed as parts of the enlarged Shoshone Trail

Conservation organizations appealed that decision and in

July Forest Supervisor Faye Krueger reversed the decision

and instructed the District to improve its analysis of the

cumulative effects of its proposal This reversal recognized

that the Ogden District's proposal was part of a larger effort

to expand motorized recreation with potentially serious

consequences to humans and to the natural environment

The District released a draft of its new cumulative effects

analysis in March The document discusses many types of

cumulative effects but generally claims that these effects

will be minimal The document does not explicitly indicate

the planned extent of the expanded Shoshone Trail system

nor does it specifically address impacts of those parts of the

system that would lie outside the Ogden Ranger District

The most extensive comments on the draft were submitted

jointly by the Ogden Sierra Club the Wild Utah Project

Western Wildlife Conservancy and Save Our Canyons The

Nature Conservancy and the Utah Environmental Congress

subri-Litted separate comments as did attorneys representing

four affected landowners the Selman Ranch Ernest J

Miller Willard Peak Meadows and Coldwater Ranch

While the specific comments vary in their details all are in

agreement that the Forest Service proposal goes too far to

accommodate motorized recreation at the expense of the

environment and private property rights

Dan Schroeder Conservation Chair of the Ogden Sierra

Club said he was disapp9inted that the Forest Service was

still downplaying the impacts of motorized recreation

The apparent goal is still to make motorized recreation the

don-finant use on 75 of the Ogden Ranger District plus

vast areas of adjoining land Schroeder said Under this

proposal some of the last remaining nonmotorized trails in

the more remote parts of the Ogden District would be turned

over to motorized use he added

Kirk Robinson Director of the Western Wildlife

Conservancy criticized the Forest Service for downplaying

the impacts of its proposal on wildlife Forest managers
confuse the home of wild animals with a playground for

motorized humans he said Their cumulative effects

analysis generally assumes without evidence that past

activities on the forest have not adversely affected native

species And from this assumption they leap to the conclusion

that thousands of additional ATVs and motorbikes will make

no difference either

Brent Hoggan attorney for three of the affected

landowners pointed out that the Shoshone Trail proposal

would cross private property across which there is no

public access and that granting public access would cause

irreparable damage that would result in the pollution of

pristine wildlife habitat and grazing land He further stated

that the public is adequately served by existing trails that are

already open
Brandon Baxter attorney for the Selman family

commented that the Forest Service proposal clearly

contemplates that a private road through the Selman

property would be opened for public motorized use

Recently Box Elder County bulldozed the road and

removed the gates without permission from the Selmans

who then took the County to court and obtained a temporary

restraining order barring public use of the road Baxter also

criticized the Forest Service analysis of impacts to sharp
tailed grouse a sensitive species that makes its home on the

Selman Ranch and adjacent National Forest lands LJ

8 Save Our Canyons Summer 2007 www saveourcanyons org



a 1 10
i S

cn

1

4
0

Q C
a

U
tt W 4-1

u
WM 0

Q E
lot

ul

0u a u
Q 4

0u
Q It

4 cz

ca

4
4u 0

ca0
Q lu 0

cz Q Q

7 Um u
Q

m

u lu

Q 0a
75 CZ0

cu

a CZ

Q Q a

C 74 0
14 U U
0 N

o
4

CO
C's 0

CZ J C4 7s ra u CU

a E 1
la 0 13

j

b u
4w

cz

u z
5 a a

u 0 0
cu C

cn

Q
cz Qj CU
s-4 m5 Z
CC

c cz

w
bo u

ca

Q o

0
tcC n

ri

rl
Q
a

Uol

a

ou C

4 cn Qvw CC C
0
W

cz

M u
Q cu

to
w M

CZ
45 C

75 0 U

CL4

Qj

W
u

u
C
m z m
bo a r

10 U 0

5
0

va 14

0t 4U
C 14

0

U

u cz

5 U
4 W
cz ch

Fp u
C

C3
M

4
3 14 Iq

eq

Qj v
ow

W

QD
44

b-0 t ju
W

m m
CL 2

u 0 u

0 a
v u

C2

t rl 0

2
ra U

Q CU

0 Z4

0 C

In 0 QQ Z V
m
CU

14
u

w CL
00 IC r

t
M a W a 4

U

4

W

U
cu m

C a

1 J14
o Ca
cu c u

0

j 4 QM
0 a
u

0

4CW 11 U
W q

3

UU V

2
V0 rn

Z 0
at S JC
I Q

a 0

CZ

0 u cz PQq

4

Q cz

C
0 cz cu

n
Q
lu m

t 5 uv u

0 cu

u
Zm

tzS
A 0V7 Z

0W
r 0

ca 1
00 m ca 0

tz

aa

Q ou U
CU Q

u Q Q14 Cn V
a Q

cn m m
In M
r o

u

r-L 0 Qu W0 E E 4 cu o 4
r n0

U
Q

m Q

3W V4 nn
5

C CZ CC4b

0

Xw 124 o 140 S Cll m

o o

0



For several years SOC and the Wasatch Mountain Club have complained to the Forest Service of trash accumu

lations at the Brighton Ski Area To date the official guardians of the forest have failed to respond Photosby

Julia Hendrian

A Walk In The Wasatch
By Julia Hendrian SOC Trustee and Chris Biltoft Wasatch Mountain Club

magine a summer's day hike in our Wasatch

Mountains This evokes images of walking

through a field resplendent in wildflowers and

streams of fresh clear water flowing through the

glades and trees Suddenly one's sense of reverie

is jarred by discarded beer cans or other trash left

by careless forest users We must acknowledge
the reality that as one of our nation's most heavily

used national forests the Wasatch-Cache faces

many challenges that threaten its safety beauty

and sustainability

When careless individuals toss their unwanted

trash out of vehicle windows the litter accumulates

along the roadsides until an Adopt A Highway

group collects it Less well known is that a similar

pattern of trash deposition happens on the ski

resorts particularly under lift lines Ski resort

operating plans include a provision for post-season

trash pick-ups but these programs are managed
with varying degrees of success Often the litter

collection effort is haphazard leaving many
discarded items to accumulate over time

Accumulating trash is unsightly but is

degradation of our hiking experience the only

problem Not exactly Consider discarded

batteries and avalanche control residue which

leach toxic metals into the soil and ultimately into

our water supply Bits of plastic pose choking and

strangulation hazards to wildlife Butane lighters

see photo lie in dry tinder awaiting a spark or

sufficient heat to explode into fire

Trash accumulation problems in our Wasatch

Mountains are compounded by the indifferent

attitudes of Forest Service managers and ski resort

operators On a recent hike through the Brighton

Ski Resort we found an illicit junkyard full of

abandoned equipment located about 150 yards

east of the Snake Creek lift base see photos

Vegetation growing up through the rusting piles of

junk testifies to number of years that the junk has

languished here Further along in our hike after

collecting multiple bags of trash we came across

an English double-decker bus parked 50 yards

south of the Majestic Lift terminus and an old

metal ski lift frame corroding in the trees beyond

it see photos Now one might reasonably expect

a double-decker bus in Brighton England but on

the ski slopes of Brighton Utah None of these are

mentioned in the 1999 Brighton Ski Area Master

Development Plan Update One can conclude that

these sites located on Forest Service land are just

as illegal as they are ugly
Concerns and protests about this abuse of

Forest Service land have been repeatedly lodged

with the Forest Service the resort operator and

Salt Lake City and County Public Utilities offices

These entities have persistently opted for a No
Action response which constitutes an abdication

of management and oversight responsibility

Obviously a new approach is needed to prod

governmental managers into action and shame

resort operators into cleaning up their acts

10 Save Our Canyons Summer 2007 www saveoureanyons org
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The Good the Bad and the Ugly

GOOD It looks as if the proposal to bore tunnels connecting

Alta Brighton and Park City is fizzling out yet again Lately

the talk has turned from tunnels to transit at the urging of

Salt Lake County Mayor Peter Corroon The tunnel's a very

expensive option and a contentious one says Corroon I'd

like to look at what works and what everybody can agree upon

first before we go down a path like that Looking at buses

looking at park and rides those are the solutions I thought

people were positive about from all sides Mayor Corroon

brought representatives from the ski industry environmental

groups Save Our Canyons was there and transportation

together recently to discuss solutions to growing traffic

concerns in the canyons State Senator Carlene Walker who

led the most recent effort to revisit the tunnel proposal in

November says she's become frustrated with the opposition

and has quit pushing for it

GOOD Lynn Stevens San Juan County Commissioner

and former Director of the Governor's Public Lands Office

has resigned from his state advisory position There has

been rejoicing among conservationists as can be seen in this

picture of Ray Bloxham Field Inventory Specialist when he

saw the news

BAD A recent article in the High Country News reports

that off-highway vehicle riders rose from about 5 million

in 1972 to 51 million in 2004 with more than two-thirds

occasionally straying from sanctioned routes At the same

time the Forest Service has been hit by staffing reductions

and budget crunches Bad trouble Dan Schroeder chair

of the Ogden chapter of the Sierra Club says that even

putting more people on the ground enforcing restrictions

won't solve the off-highway vehicle problem He describes

an incident in which he the local district ranger and other

agency staff found seven people on vehicles behind a trail

closed sign The Forest Service folks went up and talked

to them and then we just went on a left them they didn't

write any tickets And that's how the forest Service behaved

with the Sierra Club watching Come on We need clamp

downs not collusion

UGLY Powder Mountain is once again facing potential

mega-development as investors and developers eye the

potential for profit in this sleepy and magnificent mom-and

pop style resort The current proposal would turn it into a

huge four-season resort with hotels condos private homes
two 18-hole golf courses fire and police station and an airport

There are potential environmental and social impacts if this

proposal is approved The 8000 acres of the property are

abundant with wildlife and serve as a recreation destination

for hunters hikers bikers and skiers There is also the

looming question of impacts on the surrounding community
as property prices sky-rocket and the area is turned into a

second home community catering to out of state skiers You

can offer your own comments in the ongoing Weber and

Cache County zoning actions until September 24 Go to the

SOC website to find out how Losing this wonderful area to

the glitzy and privileged would be a tragedy Ll

Saturday August 25

Bill Parry's Geology Hike

The geology hike is scheduled for Saturday August 25 The hike will be from

Brighton to Twin Lakes Pass to view glacial moraines Mississippian limestone

igneous intrusives tunnels and global climate change The hike is 25 miles and 1260

feet of elevation gain one-way

Meet at the Park-and-ride parking lot at the mouth of Big Cottonwood Canyon at the

intersection of Utah Highway 190 to Brighton and Wasatch Boulevard at about 7200

south at 900 AM for car pooling Bring water lunch and rain gear we were rained

out the last attempt on this hike

12 Save Our Canyons Summer 2007 www saveourcanyons org
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Will McCarvill Jeff Peruznik and Chris Biltoft at top repair water bars on a

localforest trail

Wasatch Trails Update
Save Our Canyons was very fortunate to receive

funding from the National Forest Foundation this year

to improve our Trail Maintenance Program and so far

it's been an enormous help We have been working with

the Wasatch Mountain Club the Cottonwood Canyons

Foundation and the Forest Service to maintain several

trails throughout the heavily used tri-canyon area We
have repaired and modified dozens of water bars and

check dams approximately 3 miles of tread repair

removed dangerous tree branches improved view

corridors cleared several sections of downed trees and

removed non-indigenous invasive weeds To date we
have worked on trails in City Creek Canyon a section

of the Bonneville Shoreline the North and South Forks

of Mill B as well as the North and South forks of Mill

D
We've also been quite fortunate to receive the help

we have from our enthusiastic volunteers So far

we have had nearly 175 volunteer hours from many
different user groups This has invited some very

interesting discussions on trail maintenance techniques

and preferences For example what would a mountain

biker prefer in comparison to a trail runner or family of

hikers

If you are interested in these techniques the

Cottonwood Canyons Foundation in conjunction with

the Forest Service will be hosting a trail maintenance

workshop at the September 81 trail day organized by

Save Our Canyons and the Wasatch Mountain Club

Trail days and workshops are a great way to become

involved and learn the trail maintenance techniques

used by the Forest Service throughout the United

States Please contact Rachael at 363-7283 or rachael

saveourcanyons org if you are interested in participating

Trail maintenance participants will receive a free tee

shirt and are invited to our end of season party after the

trail work on September 8 As usual our trail partners

in the Wasatch Mountain Club have invited the trail

crew volunteers to use their lodge for a pizza party

See you on the trails

Gayle Parry and Rachael Mathey
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Coming SOC Activities

Saturday August 25

Bill Parry's Geology Hike

The Geology Hike will be

from Brighton to Twin Lakes

Pass to view glacial moraines

Mississippian limestone igneous

intrusives tunnels and global

climate change The hike is 25

miles and 1260 feet of elevation

gain one-way

Meet at the Park-and-ride parking

lot at the mouth of Big Cottonwood

Canyon at the intersection of Utah

Highway 190 to Brighton and

Wasatch Boulevard at about 7200

south at 900 AM for car pooling

Bring water lunch and rain gear

we were rained out the last attempt

on this hike

Tuesday August 28

Wasatch Front Forum

The next Wasatch Front Forum

will be held on August 28 2007

at the Gore Auditorium and will

commence at 7pm

This forum will be a panel of the

current Mayoral Candidates for the

November Salt Lake City Mayoral

Election We are excited to hear

and discuss the environmental

platforms of Ralph Becker Dave

Buhler Keith Christensen and

Jenny Wilson and how or 10 they

plan to carry on the legacy that

Rocky has put in place

Please arrive early as this event

will be broadcast and moderated

by KCPW

Thursday September 20

It's Party Time

Save Our Canyons is proud of

what it has been able to accomplish

during the past 35 years and looks

forward to what it can do in the

future

Come join the celebration of the

first 35 years on September 20 at

the Chase Mill in Liberty Park

Citizens Committee to Save Our Canyons

PO Box 112017

Salt Lake City Utah 84147

Mark These Dates

on Your Calendar

Saturday August 25

Geology Hike

Tuesday August 28

Wasatch Front Forum

Thursday September 20

SOC's 35th Anniversary

Celebration

You can park at the Tracy Aviary

and take a short walk to the mill

Come at 600 pm and whoop
it up Alexis Kelner will give a

slide show on Save Our Canyons

history at 730 pm
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