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President's Message

Ibnnels

Not Again

Abombshell burst last October when news

was leaked of a meeting of the 25 most

influential people in government tourism and the

ski industry to discuss the possibility of building

tunnels for vehicular traffic from Alta to Brighton

ski areas and from Brighton to Park City

The meeting orchestrated by state senator

Carlene Walker and which took place on

November 3 2006 did not initially include on

its roster among the 25-most-influential any

representative of the Salt Lake Department of

Public Utilities which is responsible for Salt Lake

Valley's water supply or the Forest Service or

any representative of any environmental group
Although most of the absent but essential voices

now have represented on the committee thunder

from that blast is still reverberating and a nervous

watchfulness has set in among citizens along the

Wasatch front in the Salt Lake Valley

Other meetings have followed and the main

focus of the discussions seems to be aimed

toward somehow increasing the number of

skiers and summer visitors using tunnels This

would lead to degradation of the land and a

diminished experience for all Watershed mass

transit carrying capacity and wildlife barely get a

mention

Unquestionably it is urgent and essential

to plan ways to handle the land management

problems that are already beginning to overwhelm

the Wasatch as the population of Utah rapidly

grows The 25-most-influential committee is

responding to this need But it seems to be stuck

in a rut still fascinated by the notion that tunnels

might be a panacea
The fixation on tunnels is a waste of time They

have been discussed often in the past and rejected

repeatedly because of possible effects on the SLC

watershed Watershed considerations must play

an over-riding role There is a very real possibility

that building the tunnels could lead to serious

water contamination as well as interfering with

where water from the tunnels would go The Salt

Lake Valley could lose water to other watersheds

Air quality cost actual benefit of tunnels

in solving population pressure problems raise

unanswered questions Park City spokesmen have

said they don't want another vehicular access

to their city already choked with traffic Little

Cottonwood Canyon resorts are cool to the idea of

a tunnel between Alta and Brighton
It is time to take the tunnel suggestion off

the discussion table and start working on mass

transportation resource preservdtion and updating

the Salt Lake County Canyons Master Plan

adopted in 1989 which recommended that any

plans to interconnect resorts must come out of

much more thorough study of options than has yet

been made
The Wasatch Mountains so beautiful so

available and so tempting to developers have

long been and will long remain a battleground of

conflicting interests and with developers often in

possession of weapons of mass destruction so to

speak The Wasatch must not be urbanized Traffic

problems must be faced and not made worse by

making it possible for an ever-higher density of

vehicles in these canyons Do we really want a

ski resort megaplex in the Wasatch Ski Utah
the official source for information on the Greatest

Snow On Earth says No
Abandon the fantasy of tunnels as a panacea

Get on with realistic plans to limit the negative

impacts of explosive population growth on the

Wasatch Mountain canyons and watersheds Gale

Dick
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Mt Olympus One of the proposed tramway routes was to have terminated

on the prominent shoulder along the peak's SW ridge

adoption of the latter alternative On Jan 20 1964 the

Regional Forester informed both bidders that due

to the great amount of elapsed time technological

development in the tramway field and changed

requirements for parking I find it in the public interest

to pjeiqt ll bids-i response tot he prospectus

Petrie strongly believed that he had been wronged

by the Forest Service He had met all conditions of

the Invitation to Bid and according to an earlier Koziol

analysis was a respected financially sound and

experienced business man Communicating through
his attorney Petrie in February 1964 initiated a new

appeal Forest officials recognized that dropping the

proposal would open a new can of worms
Two years since the invitation Wasatch officials

agreed to settlement of the appeal in Petrie's favor on

condition that the conveyance would be a jig-back two

cabin tramway similar to the Snowbird tramway and

that he would provide a sufficient suitable parking

area off the National Forest Early in July officials of

the Wasatch National Forest forwarded the stipulations

to the Chief Forester in Washington DC who signed

them two months later The document stipulated that

the facility would be a two-cabin jig-back tramway
that all conditions in the original bid proposals would
be met and that completion of the project would be

advanced to Jan 1 1968

Throughout May 1964 Petrie had sought information

from several American and international tramway
engineering firms Noting that we want this project

to be a success Petrie's attorney continued arguing

in favor of a gondola system Late in October Koziol

4 Save Our Canyons Spring 2007

reversed himself and approved the gondola We
feel that considerable progress towards planning this

project has been made he wrote the developer He

retired as Forest Supervisor soon thereafter and was

replaced by George W Tourtillott

Acquisition of private property at the base of Mt
Olympus near-the mouth of Tolcats Canyon proved
difficult for Mr Petrie's company On one occasion

he reported a verbal agreement with an owner of a

parcel had been reached but when seven heirs and an

attorney are interested parties the agreement fell apart

Supervisor Tourtillott began to exhibit impatience

with respect to Petrie's failure in submitting proof of

financial ability to complete the project as well as site

plans Nevertheless he granted several extensions to

provide the information

In examining the progress report of Sept 29 1965

Tourtillott noted that a map of proposed facilities

showed the tram line going to the summit of Mt
Olympus rather than the specified 7200 ft level In a

letter to Petrie the Supervisor stated that an upper
terminal and related facilities located on the scenic

skyline is undesirable and that Petrie should stick to

the original bid specifications

Petrie wrote back that any installations on the

mountain would be hardly noticed from a distance

as the dimensions of the mountains are so huge He

argued that there was a shortage of fire lookouts in

this area and it would be advantageous to place a fire

tower on the summitof Mt Olympus The lift would
aid and assist in this work for the US Forest Service

without charge for carrying men and materials

www saveourcanyons org
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Religion and the Environment
A Spiritual Living Perspective

Reverend Elizabeth O'Day
Salt Lake Center for Spiritual Living

As a child of westerners I was raised with an

awe of the mountains glaciers lakes streams

and oceans that were still unpolluted in the

1950's My parents would pack into a high mountain

wilderness camp and fish and then trek back out with

everything we had brought We seldom encountered

other campers hikers or signs of people It seemed

the vast world of the North American west was filled

with silence The wild was a reminder of our place

in the natural world a place to praise and remember

gratitude for the beauty and bounty of life

Americans have long been inspired by the

wilderness Many of our greatest writers and

philosophers like Thoreau and Emerson have found

spiritual solace and validation from time alone in

nature Those transcendentalists were inspired

by Native American beliefs Hindu scriptures like

the Bhagavad-Gita and deists philosophies Those

beliefs see the eternal presence of God within all life

not just human life They posit a universe filled with

the essence of the Creator and resonating with the

sacred Every part of the natural world is informed

by Spirit and communicates that essence back to us
Science of Mind founded by Ernest Holmes in the

early 1900s is a philosophy that promotes conscious

responsibility for our thoughts actions and impact

on the world Knowing that we are a part of the life

around us and not separate from it we are urged

to take responsible action Contrary to what many
believe it is not enough to simply feel good thoughts

for our world we must take responsible action too

How do you know what is yours to do If it bothers

you if it calls to you then it is yours to care for with

Ernest Holmes the founder of Religious Science was born in

Maine in 1887 He was raised on the teachings of the New England

Transcendental ists like Ralph Waldo Emerson and became steeped in

those beliefs He went west to Santa Monica California to live with his

brother Fenwick early at the turn of the century There he developed the

synthesis of religions philosophies and teachings of science to formu

late the Science of Mind which later became the Religious Science

movement He incorporated his love of the natural world into all that

he taught Each year in August Holmes led a retreat at Asilomar a state

park on the Monterrey coast of California When he began the tradition

it was a wild and windblown park on the dunes with little in the way
of amenities One of his most famous talks A Sermon by the Sea was

given there expounding the glories of creation

appropriate action Even if in a seemingly small way

you take appropriate action to care for the things that

call to you the results can be amazing
Sometimes prayer is the most powerful action that

we can take Many of us do not turn to prayer until

every other avenue has been exhausted However

prayer is a greater help when done before action not
in the place of action because then all that we do is

inspired by the spiritual uplifting of prayer We know

who to call what letters to write what plans to make
what money to donate what avenues to pursue when

inspired by prayer Our actions move with greater

ease

Prayer also can aide us when our emotions become

too heightened to act appropriately I once stopped at

the side of a road overlooking a hillside of clearcut

deforested land and wept with grief over the loss

For many weeks that hillside was in my prayers I

remember the shock and horror of seeing a favorite

childhood area completely devastated by the ruin of

mining and logging Prayer can be a powerful tool in

restoring hope when it seems that all is lost

The great source of life is endlessly creating has

created out of nothing all that the universe contains

As such life will never end will never be extinguished

but will continue in infinitely new and wondrous

ways It would be foolish arrogance for us to think that

we are the ultimate product of the universe Regardless

of our abuses and excesses as a species life will not

stop its evolution on this planet Our choice is whether

we are part of that future

How do we ensure a future for us on this planet
What are some of the things that make human life

sustainable Finding a place of quiet and solitude a

place where we are reminded that human life is part

of a greater whole and not the only life on the planet

is essential for our sanity as a species Every year
what is left of the wild becomes more precious to us

Therefore it behooves us to use all our resources with

the care and responsibility that is driven by prayerful

conscious choice Ll
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Selman Family Fights to Preserve Wildlife Habitat

By Dan Schroeder Ogden Sierra Club

Competing interests are battling for control of

practically every acre of the undeveloped West

This article will highlight a small but significant

example of this ongoing struggle

The Selman familyof Tremonton owns a 6700-acre ranch

east of Mantua straddling the Cache-Box Elder County line

For more than 50 years the Selmans have grazed sheep and

cattle on the ranch while helping the land recover from

overgrazing under previous owners

Thanks to their stewardship the ranch now serves as

important wildlife habitat for many species large and small

It is most famous for its population of Columbian sharp

tailed grouse a bird that has already lost 96 of its historic

range in Utah In order to protect the land and its wildlife

from encroaching urban development the Selmans recently

sold a conservation easement on the property to The Nature

Conservancy

But overgrazing and urban development aren't the

only threats that have faced the Selman Ranch Over the

last decade trespassing motorists have become a serious

problem Riding ATV's and motorcycles in the summer and

snowmobiles in the winter the motorists have destroyed

fences damaged vegetation and harassed wildlife all

without regard for the Selmans private property rights

In recent years these trespassing motorists have even

enjoyed the support of all levels of government Brigham

City Box Elder County Cache County the Utah State Parks

Department and the US Forest Service which manages

adjoining lands These entities are jointly working to

promote motorized recreation as a form of tourism and to

open more and more routes to motorized travel

One of these routes is a rugged two-mile trail that crosses

the Selman Ranch Historically used as a livestock driveway

the route has been gated and posted as closed to the public

for many decades However the Selmans have gladly

given permission for non-motorized users to travel the route

whenever they've been asked

The Forest Service officially closed its portion of the

route to motorized travel in 1980 But trespassers have

continued to use the route as a convenient link between two

legitimate public roads the Rocky Dugway climbing east

from Mantua and the Three Mile Canyon road that climbs

west from the south end of Cache Valley

In 2004 Box Elder County formally declared the disputed

trail to be a class-D public road even though the route

cannot be safely driven with a full-sized vehicle the county
has never helped maintain the route and the route had never

before appeared on any official county road map Later that

year the Forest Service stated its intent to open its portion of

the route to motorized travel Meanwhile the Selmans have

fought to preserve their property rights and the integrity of

their undeveloped lands

The dispute reached a climax in fall 2005 when Box

Elder County brought criminal charges against Bret Selman

for allegedly locking a gate across a public road Mr
Selman has referred to the charges as scare tactics intended

to intimidate his family into accepting the county's right

of-way claim But the Selmans didn't scare easily They

eventually reached a mediated settlement with the County

Attorney that would have allowed motorized use during a

four-month seasononly to see the settlement rejected by the

County Commission In January the newly elected County

Attorney finally dropped the criminal charges against Mr
Selman while promising to pursue the right-of-way claim

by other means Meanwhile the Selmans have incurred

thousands of dollars in legal expenses
At this time the fate of the disputed route remains in

doubt Box Elder County could make its next move at any
time Cache County has also recently claimed the route as

a public right-of-way The Sierra Club joined by Save Our

Canyons filed a successful appeal of the Forest Service

decision to open this and dozens of other routes in the Ogden
District to motorized travel we're still awaiting a revised

Environmental Impact Statement on this decision from the

Forest Service

As the struggle continues we offer our tremendous thanks

to Bret Selman and his family for their ongoing efforts to

preserve wildlife habitat in northern Utah U

8 Save Our Canyons Spring 2007 www saveourcanyons org
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SOC Spring and Summer Activities

Thursday May 24 Saturday July 7 Saturday August 25

City Creek Woad
Runner

On Thursday May 24 at 900
am Save Our Canyons will

participate in the City Creek

Woad Runner Weed Pull

hosted by Salt Lake City Public

Utilities the folks that manage
City Creek Canyon We are

hoping to expel the evil invasive

weed Dyers Woad from City

Creek Canyon Nature Preserve

We'll do this by hand pulling as

much Dyers Woad as possible

The Public Utilities people will

be there to assist and provide

instruction tools and snacks

You will need loug pants

sturdy boots work gloves hat

sunglasses sunscreen water

and a vengeful attitude toward

invasive plant species Call

Rachael at Save Our Canyons
363-7283 to sign up

Spring's here along with its sun rain

snow and it's almost time for the annual

SOC Adopt-A-Highway in Big Cottonwood

Canyon The scenery and camaraderie at

these events are unmatched

This past winter we hope you have once

again enjoyed seeing the SOC name on the

Adopt-A-Highway sign at the base of the Big

Cottonwood Canyon road

Come join us for our first event on June
the 3rd second one on July 8 and the final

one on August 5 Get out those work gloves

Bill Gray's Botany Hike Bill Parry's Geology
Hike

This year's Botany Hike is

scheduled for July 7 and will

probably go up Cardiff Fork

off Big Cottonwood Canyon
depending as always on the state

of the floral display on that date

This year there will be a strict

limit of 15 participants so you
must sign up with Dave by

calling 363-7283 in order to

participate

Meet at 830 am at the

parking lot at the mouth of Big

Cottonwood Canyon Bring a

lunch water sunscreen raingear

and plenty of curiosity about the

wonderful flora of the Wasatch

Bill is a wonderful guide and

always finds a rarity or two to

surprise you

The geology hike is scheduled

for Saturday August 25 The

hike will be from Brighton

to Twin Lakes Pass to view

glacial moraines Mississippian

limestone igneous intrusives

tunnels and global climate

change The hike is 25 miles and

1260 feet of elevation gain one

way

Meet at the Park-and-ride

parking lot at the mouth of

Big Cottonwood Canyon at the

intersection of Utah Highway
190 to Brighton and Wasatch

Boulevard at about 7200 south at

900 AM for car pooling Bring

water lunch and rain gear we
were rained out the last attempt

on this hike

Adopt-A-Highway

sturdy boots a pack to carry at least a quart

of water snacks some drinks bagels

will be provided by SOC before we start a

long-sleeved shirt long pants sunscreen

Sunglasses a hat might come in handy too

Helmets will be provided by SOC UDOT will

be providing safety vests bags for cleanup

Please contact Julia Hendrian Lester at

944-3520 or jahendriangyahoo com with

questions about the Adopt-A-Highway events

10 Save Our Canyons Spring 2007 www saveourcanyons org
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Many corporate and special interest tentacles reached into legislative halls to

influence state priorities cartoon by Alexis Kelner

2007 Utah State Legislature Wrap Up
By Lisa Schmidt SOC Executive Director

There was no shortage of action this year on our

Capital Hill We saw several bills introduced

that would have long-term effects on the natural

environment of our state With the hard work
of the Save Our Canyons staff volunteers and

environmental partners we were successful in

sending many of these bills to their final resting place

However some unfortunate bills still managed to

make it to the Governor's desk for his signature Here

is a brief wrap up of this year's action

HB 102 PASSED This bill makes funds available

for grazing and open space watershed conservation

This issue will require continuous watch dogging by

state groups to ensure that the money is being spent

appropriately

HB 425 DIED RIP A terrible bill that would have

opened up all state highways another term for RS

2477 to street-legal ATVs Save Our Canyons worked
with other groups including the Southern Utah

Wilderness Alliance and the Sierra Club to defeat this

bill

HB 97 PASSED Another disastrous ATV bill that

allowed for a check off on the registration form of

ATVs to dedicate funds to fighting for more ATV
access in the State of Utah The legislation has been

written in such a way that only one organization

Utah Shared Access Alliance USA-ALL will be able

to apply for grants

HB 233 DIED The terrible zoning bill that would

have made it impossible for local communities to

zone for environmental concerns such as slope
watershed or wildlife This is a big win to help protect

ourfoothills

HB 192 PASSED Repealed the law that allowed the

federal government to manage state lands within the

Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge

SB 155 PASSED The Energy Solutions bill that

removed the oversight of the legislature and the

governor with regards to expansion on the current

site However Energy Solutions has since dropped
their request due to pressure from Governor

Huntsman LI
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Tom Lund left and Sarah Brummel were honoredfor their outstanding volunteer work with Save

Our Canyons Gayle Parry and Dave Bastian presented the awards

Fourth Annual Lone Peak Celebration

The Lone Peak Celebration now in its fourth year
was a resounding success Over one hundred Save

Our Canyons members and volunteers attended

and were treated to an inspirational talk by Black

Diamond President Peter Metcalf and music by Eric

Spreng McKenna and Shawn Vincent

This event would not be possible without the

support of the following businesses who generously

donated items for the live and silent auction

Amy Asherman Massage Bill Parry Black

Diamond Boulder Mountain Lodge Cactus and

Tropicals Chaco Cyberflora Desert Edge Pub
Gibbs Smith Publishing The Green Building Center

Carolyn Guild Photography Hotel Monaco Ken
Sanders Rare Books Kings English Bookstore The

Patagonia Outlet Peery Hotel Petzl Porcupine Grill

REI Salt Lake Acting Company Snowbird Ski and

Summer Resort Sundance Teva The Beer Nut Uinta

Brewing Company Utah Symphony and Opera

Utahyaki Pottery Voile Equipment Wanderlust

Images Wasatch Touring XMission

When you visit these businesses thank them for

supporting The Wasatch and Save Our Canyons
And once again a big thank you to Erik DeWaal

for once again creating all the artwork for the event

See you next year

Donna and Mel Harward left Louise Bearden Karla Kelner

and Arlene Pattison enjoying the auction

14 Save Our Canyons Spring 2007 www saveourcanyons org
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join Save Our Canyons
Save Our Canyons has been working to protect the wildness of the Wasatch canyons
mountains and foothills for 35 years and it needs you to be a part of this work

Join us now You can do it on our web site Annual dues are 15 for students 35 for

individuals and 50 for couples

You'll-get our newsletter and invitations to parties both socials and-work parties You'llbe

supporting inil pafticipifflifg in a good cause It's the right thing to do

Citizens Committee to Save Our Canyons

PO Box 112017

Salt Lake City Utah 84147

Mark These Dates

on Your Calendar

May 24

City Creek Woad Pull

July 27

Botany Hike

August 25

Geology Hike

Second Saturdays

June to September
Trail Work Days

June 3 July 8 August 5

Adopt-A-Highway
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