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Never Forget What SOC Is All About

A ramble in the Wasatch might bring you to this overlook of the Twin Lakes

Reservoir near Brighton This stump is probably a reminder of the range's min

ing past The reservoir level reminds us of our dry future
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President's Message

Wilderness

Expansion
Now

T his year Save Our Canyons celebrated its

351 anniversary SOC started in 1972 with

ambitious dreams and the most starry-eyed of

those dreams was to use the Wilderness Act
then just 8 years old to help protect federal land

in the central Wasatch Mountains SOC joined
the Wasatch Mountain Club the Sierra Club the

Utah Wilderness Association as well as several

national and state groups to push for the creation

of the Lone Peak Wilderness Area and congress
did so in 1978 A coalition of Utah environmental

groups including the vigorous presence of SOC
successfully convinced congress to create the Twin

Peaks and Mt Olympus Wilderness Areas as well

as other Utah wildernesses outside the central

Wasatch in 1984 The Wilderness act of 1964 has

been realizing its promise

Legislation involves compromise and that

creating these three wonderful Wilderness areas in

the central Wasatch has been no exception Many
areas were excluded to placate objections even

though the areas qualified for the designation

As population growth in the Salt Lake Valley

has hastened the importance of our watershed

has become more dramatically evident Salt Lake

City's Department of Public Utilities has for nearly

a century been protecting its watershed in a series

of far-sighted actions They are heroes and need

to be celebrated in song and story The recently Over-the-top Walt Whitman said it eloquently

retired Leroy Hooten and Jeff Niermeyer the newly when he wrote Praised be the fathomless

appointed director of this agency have played universe for life and joy and for objects and

leading roles in this epic and they along with Save knowledge curious He could have been standing

Our Canyons the Wasatch Mountain Club the by the Maybird Ponds in the Wasatch These

Utah Chapter of the Sierra Club Salt Lake County
ski resorts have come to realize that the central

Wasatch Wilderness Areas should be expanded to

include some of the areas left out of the 1978 and

1984 legislation as well as newly threatened You

can see a map of the SOC proposal along with

that of Salt Lake City on our website Wilderness

designation by congress is the surest way to protect

the much embattled mountain terrain to the east of

Salt Lake City from overdevelopment
This newsletter has often covered this story and

will continue to do so until the goal of expanded
central Wasatch Wilderness has been achieved

The prospects for the introduction of legislation to

accomplish this goal have never looked better We
believe we have sponsors for the bill The coalition

of supporters in local and national government
businesses and organizations is growing steadily
The Wall Street'Journal 9 26 07 reports that the

long-standing congressional blockage of wilderness

bills is beginning to crumble as the leadership has

changed It appears that even longtime wilderness

foe Rainer Huck has thrown in the towel see The

Good the Bad and the Ugly in this newsletter
SOC has new friends in Washington and among
national organizations fighting for Wilderness

throughout the country Lisa Schmidt SOC's

Executive Director has patiently been building this

network

This Wilderness expansion is the right thing to

do It protects the watershed the wildlife habitat

the wildness and beauty of the mountains and

canyons of Salt Lake Valley's most precious asset

treasures are not just for local residents but also

for the whole nation the ultimate owners of the

National Forests Gale Dick
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Religion and the Environment

The Sikh View of Nature
By Mahan Singh Khalsa

T he Sikh spiritual path has its origins with Guru
Nanak who lived in the Punjab area of India

Pakistan during the 15th century Guru Nanak's

world like our own world today was beset with

challenges which he addressed in his teachings

Nanak's teachings were preserved and developed by

a succession of nine Sikh Gurus for the next 200 years
until 1699 when the last living Guru Guru Gobind

Singh formalized a distinct religious identity So the

question before us is this Do the spiritual teachings

of the Sikh Gurus assist us in meeting the many
environmental challenges we face in today's modern
world Before we explore this nexus of Sikh spiritual

thought and temporal activity it might be helpful to

qualify what we perceive as environmental challenges

Of course global warming is a hot topic now
How about species extinction water quality air

quality biodiversity food quality and preserving

wilderness to name just a few But isn't our

environment really more than this Aren't our

cities part of our environment Aren't our jobs and

businesses a large part of our enviro ent How
about our lifestyles our health care our education our

government and our international relations

There is the rub Nothing seems to stand alone

Over half the world lives in poverty These people
need stronger economies which seem to necessitate

greater energy consumption How can we talk about

air quality and C02 buildup and not talk about global

poverty and the inevitable increase in air pollution
if poverty is to be reduced For the sake of our own
air quality do we help or hinder greater global

wealth To help means increasing air pollution and

perhaps negating our own personal efforts to lessen

environmental degradation To hinder not only means

seeing others as less entitled to the creature comforts

we enjoy but also invites greater global security

threats if we accept the premise that poverty is part

of the breeding ground for terrorism and conflict

Narrowing our focus to life along the Wasatch front

what a blessing to live at the foot of such beautiful

mountains This blessing is no secret to members of

SOC Yet for some reason it seems to be a secret to most

of the metropolitan valley Let's be honest If the local

population ascended into the mountains as frequently as

SOC members do the getaway experience would not

be the same We would be queuing up at the trailheads

In the summer we flee the city even if only for a

few hours to find relief from the heat and ozone-filled

air In the winter we flee those unhealthy depressing

inversions We flee but what about all those people
like the working poor and inner city children without

the time or means to escape Is it our good fortune

and their tough luck Then we protest the mega
rich who are not satisfied to only visit this pristine

environment but want to buy it and fence it for their

own private enjoyment Yet if money were no concern

how many of us would do the same And each time we

go up the canyons we leave our mark no matter how
careful we are How often would we visit this oasis

without a good paved road and a gas-powered car
One could go on about the paradoxes which

confront us in these modern times But is this

human condition really different than the challenges

that Guru Nanak faced 600 years ago For Nanak
the challenge and solution was is now and will

always be the same According to Nanak the

paradox is caused by the illusion of separateness

The foundation to Sikh thought is

called the Mul Mantra root mantra It

begins Ek Ong Kar Sat Nam Karta Purkh
Translation There is one and only one creation

to which all manifestation belongs this is our true

identity Yogi Bhajan who brought Sikh teaching to

our western culture had this motto If you can't see

God in All you can't see God at all As human beings
our security or insecurity hinges on the depth of this

understanding We are longing to belong Why do

we love wilderness Is it because we feel a timeless

serenity that gives us a deep sense of belonging We

say I need to get up into the mountains to recharge

my batteries When we feel that we belong we are

balanced and effective in our activities One would think

if a little trip to the wilderness were so invigorating

what would it be like to live there The sad truth is

we get jaded Our insecurities and negativity reassert

themselves We lose that special sense of belonging
of feeling that oneness Sometimes that sense of

wonder lasts for days sometimes we lose it in minutes

So how is belonging to be achieved if our

adventures into nature seem so fickle This is what

the teachings of the Sikh Gurus ultimately address

4 Save Our Canyons Autumn 2007 www saveourcanyons org
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The Good the Bad and the Ugly
GOOD and BAD In the recent Salt Lake Citymayoral

primary election Rainer Huck only got 37 votes

These 37 votes are 36 too many It's OK for a candidate

to vote for himself we guess

GOOD Rainer Huck supports wilderness in Utah

Patty Henetz of the Salt Lake Tribune 102007
reporting on a ruling by US District Judge Dale

Kimball supporting closure of some OHV roads in

the San Rafael Swell area interviewed Huck
A hard-line advocate for untrammeled

motorized back-country adventure said Friday he

would no longer fight efforts to turn federal land

into wilderness saying stupid environmental

pretexts would always win the day in court

Rainer Huck former director of Utah Shared

Access Alliance said a federal ruling handed

down Thursday that upheld motorized travel

restrictions in the San Rafael Swell signaled the

end of his efforts to thwart conservationists

It's like battling the Borg Resistance is

futile Huck said during a phone call from Blue

Notch a desert region near Lake Powell's Hite

Marina where he was dirt-biking with his family
We might as well just designate all of Utah

wilderness now and get it over with

GOOD The local BlackDiamond EquipmentCompany
is featured in a recent article in the International Herald

Tribune emphasizing that the company has embraced

the Mount Olympus Wilderness in effect using it as

an outdoor product-testing center It is important
when Utah businesses come forward in support of

the wildernesses that make Utah a good place to do

business Peter Metcalf CEO of Black Diamond says
We live and work in a grand place but this region is

growing fast and we're changing I compare it to what

happens to people when the age from 40 to 50 Genetic

inheritance will only take you so far After a certain

time you just have to work at it to look good He
adds If this place is ruined this company and others

will go
GOOD They say that the mills of the law grind slow

but they grind exceeding fine Here in the Wasatch we
were overjoyed when Salt Lake County's Mayor Peter

Corroon abandoned the county's RS 2477 claims This

1866 law is still breeding land-grab efforts elsewhere

This September a Boulder County Colorado District

Court judge ended a five-year legal battle by ruling
that Barking Dog is a private trail not a public road

6Save Our Canyons Autumn 2007

Barking Dog Trail above Lyons Colorado first became

a point of contention in the 1990s when increased off

road vehicle activity on the route led property owner

Boslough to block it off All the time my family has

owned property up there since the 1960s it was a

single-track hiking trail Boslough said adding that it

only became a road when people started driving on it

Encouraging to see the renegades thwarted again

GOOD The Wall Street Journal 9 26 07 reports that

the Democrat-controlled US Congress stepping up a

push that gained little ground when the Republicans
were in the majority is on the verge of walling off as

many as 3 5 million acres of the nation's wilderness from

commercial and recreational development SOC's

proposed Wasatch wilderness extension would be less

than 17o as much and it is as needy of congressional

protection as any of the acres in Washington Oregon
Colorado or Virginia that are being proposed

BAD Hotel Park City the upscale lodge located steps

away from the Park City Golf Course wants City
Hall to allow helicopter pilots to land on the grounds
a service that an official with the hotel says could be

popular with travelers and developers But the idea
which has not been widely publicized will likely

raise concerns with people living in Thaynes Canyon
the sprawling neighborhood that surrounds the golf

course and extends to Park City Mountain Resort It's

to alleviate a lot of the traffic congestion says Ron
Fisher a co-owner of a helicopter firm that wants to

land and take off from hotel A skeptic has observed
It'll have zero effect on congestion a quick calculation

based on hotel guest numbers and local traffic volume

will show that

In order to have even a tiny effect on congestion the heli

shuttle service would have to run multiple helicopters

continuously creating very noticeable noise impacts

along the entire flight path and especially around

the hotel The pollution per person would skyrocket

compared to even the most gas-guzzling limo service

imaginable Yet another dumb idea

BAD The New York Times 9907 reports on the

growth of heli-hiking described as the bastard child of

heli-skiing Quoting from the Times The idea is that

a heli-copter drops the hikers and a guide off at the

top of a mountain in the morning Then they spend
the rest of day hiking in and around unimaginably
beautiful country before being helicoptered back to the

www saveourcanyons org
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Approximately twenty SOC members and guests participated in Bill Parry's annual

Geology Hike This year's hike wentfirom Brighton to Twin Lakes Pass

Annual Geology Hike

Tabling at Utah Wilderness Day

Geology Professor Bill Parry details

a variety of geological features

to interested hike participants

A squirrel took time outfrom his busy

schedule to enjoy the lecture

At the table

left to right

Kathryn Knight
Chris Whipple
and

Hem
Whiteside

part y hidden

SOC Al
There is always plenty going on w
pling from the summer of 2007

to table only a few of which are

ology hikes attracted many indiv

was attended by some 75 memben
ment at the many events SOC's

meetings to view proposed develc

battle against the Wasatch's Weapc

Visitation to Proposed I

L to R Gale Dick and Lisa Schmidt thir

the right Tom Roach SL County Plann

The others are representatives of Von Vi

Atfar right are Carl Fisher and John Wo
Photo at Right Kurt von Putthammel tc

new Parleys Canyon development

Woad
Pull

Dyers woad didn't stand a

chance at the

weed pull above the

avenues
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Many Businesses Support Save Our Canyons
We could not operate SOC without the participation of local businesses Many thanks to these good

members of our community

2 Bill Hotel Monaco Pinon Market Caf6 The Coffee Garden

Alchemy Coffee IME Porcupine Pub The Green Building
Alta Ski Resort Juhl Haus Market and Grille Center

Amy Asherman Massage Deli Red Rock Brewing Co The Oasis Caf6

Backyard Birds Kathy Crismon REI The Wild Bird Center

Beverly Hill's Bakery Ken Sanders Rare Books Reliance Homes Tracy Aviary
Black Diamond Kennecott Land Rockreation Uinta Brewing Company
Boulder Mountain Kings English Books Ruffwear Utah Symphony

Lodge Kirkhams Rusted Sun Pizzeria and Opera
Brewvies Cinema Pub Liberty Heights Fresh Sage's Caf6 Utahyaki Pottery

Cactus Tropicals Manic Project Salt Lake Acting VoiI6 Equipment Inc

Carlucci's Bakery Mazza Middle Eastern Company Wanderlust Images

Catalyst Magazine Cuisine Salt Lake Roasting Co Wasatch Recreation

Chaco Millcreek Coffee Sam Wellers Wasatch Touring

Coldstream Creative Mountain Safety Skip Smith CRS Remax Westminster

Cyberflora Research Associates Wild Oats Grocery

Desert Edge Pub Newpark Townhomes Snowbird Ski and Downtown
Deuter USA Inc One World Caf6 Summer Resort Wild Rose

Enhanced Engineering Orions Music Squatter's Pub Brewery Xmission

Evergreen Caf6 Patagonia Outlet Stoneground

Gibbs Smith Publishing Peery Hotel Sundance Outlet

Great Harvest Pet Stop Veterinary Teva

Green Building Center Clinic The Banff Centre

Havoc Photography Petzl The Beer Nut

Foundations Which Support Save Our Canyons
Aquarius Plateau Foundation

Funding Exchange

Handley Foundation

Jeps Foundation

Maki Foundation

Martha Ryland Foundation

National Forest Foundation

PI Foundation

Richard K and Shirley S Hemmingway Foundation

Salt Lake City Foundation

The Wilderness Society

Wilcox and Smith Foundation

10 Save Our Canyons Autumn 2007 www saveourcanyons org
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Kurt Becker Dave Andrenyak and Jim Kucera frequent

many SOC trail maintenance functions

Trails Wra UF IV

By Rachael Mathey SOC Staff

We would like to extend a huge Thanks to our

tremendously dedicated volunteers the Wasatch

Mountain Club and The Cottonwood Canyons
Foundation and to the Forest Service for making

our Trial Maintenance Program a success We had a

remarkable 2007 summer season and together achieved

some major accomplishments including tread repair

check dams water bars increasing the view corridor

removing hazardous trees limbs and rocks finishing

work on the Mill D Desolation trail intersection area

and some heavy work in Brighton area on an extremely

eroded section of the Twin Lakes trail We completed
work on Mill B north and south Mill D north and

south and on the Twin Lakes trail

Save Our Canyons would also like to give an

enormous thanks to the National Forest Foundation

NFF who generously contributed grant funding to

the Trail Maintenance Program We have been able to

purchase maintenance tools for our trail days which

has assisted the Forest Serve and alleviated some of

the pressures placed upon the upkeep and overuse of

their tools The work completed facilitates all types of

Wasatch trail users and was performed in accordance

with the standards and regulations set forth by the

National Forest Service

This year our talented volunteers honed their

trail skills with two workshops instructed by the

Cottonwood Canyons Foundation These workshops

were designed specifically to inform trail workers on

the best way to construct a safe long-lasting trail for

the many different users of the Wasatch

Thanks again to all of you who participated in the

maintenance this year You have helped the Wasatch

and the results of your work show We have already

begun the planning for next year's maintenance so

remember to help out on the second Saturday of each

summer month LI

12 Save Our Canyons Winter 2005-06 www saveourcanyons org
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Powder Mountain To Become Mountain Property
By Carl Fisher SOC's Issues Coordinator

Powder Mountain Resort with its 5500 skiable acres

7961 total acres has been Utah's secret powder stash

for years The rural atmosphere of the surrounding
towns Eden and Huntsville provide the small town

experience that many of our local resorts seek to re
create This could all change if the Ogden Valley

Planning Commission OVPQ decides to grant the

Rezone Request put forth by Daly Summit Consulting

They plan to fill their backcountry experience with

homes condos hotels corporate retreats restaurants

and golf courses yes all plural
This resort sits on the boundary of Cache County

and Weber County Cache providing most of the terrain

and Weber slated for development These two counties

should be working together on this proposal however
the development company was interested in pitching
this project to each county separately Consequently
Cache County has been put in an awkward position
because they haven't dealt with the proposal in a timely

manner while waiting for Weber County to play their

cards

For the past three months the OVPC has been

discussing this request and it has been tabled each

meeting Other than not meshing with the Ogden
Valley General Plan which has been put in place to help
retain the rural quiet atmosphere of the Ogden Valley
the major point of contention for this development has

become the Powder Mountain Road The fact is that

this road cannot safely accommodate more traffic Its

very steep grade has numerous avalanche paths that

cross it and cannot be widened due to geographic
constraints This area is just simply not suitable for the

type of resort that has been proposed
If you would like to submit comments to the Ogden

Valley Planning Commission please do so before the

Nov 27 meeting Comments can be sent via email

ssillito co weber utus with Powder Mountain

Rezone Request in the subject line For more
information visit www saveourcanyons org and click

Powder Mountain

Announcements

Wasatch Front Forum

Tuesday January 29th 2008 700 830 PM

What are the issues facing our growing population in Salt Lake County

By the year 2020 the Greater Wasatch Area will add a million more residents Increased

growth will require planning and strategy What are the issues facing our growing population

in Salt Lake County and what responsibility do we have as citizens to reduce the effects of

unsustainable consumption of resources and population growth
Come engage in the conversations about your environment

Forest Service Heli-Skiing Permit Lawsuit

At long last the appeal stage of the lawsuit brought by Save Our Canyons and the Utah

Environmental Congress is to be heard by the 1011 Circuit Court of Appeals in Denver on

November 14 Many thanks are due Bill Lockhart Jr for taking on this important case The

decision will not be handed down for some time We'll keep you informed
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Give a gift

to the

Wasatch

Save Our Canyons has been very good this year

and as we gear up for 2008 we are hoping to find some extra surprises in our stocking If you are looking to wrap up a

gift for your favorite organization here are a few items on our Christmas list

Rent for a year 4920
IT Support and maintenance of our website 3000
Travel to DC for wilderness expansions in the Wasatch 2500
Postage 2500

Printing our newsletter 800
New software 500
New office chairs 400
Wilderness Maps 300

Please consider helping support SOC and our many efforts by making a donation towards one of our wish list items

You are guaranteed to get that warm and fuzzy holiday feeling that lasts all year
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Citizens Committee to Save Our Canyons

PO Box 112017

Salt Lake City Utah 84147

Save Our Canyons

Celebrating

35 years

of continuous

canyon preservation

activism
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