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Peace Quiet
and Clean Air in Millcreek Canyon
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Millcreek Canyon photo by Carolyn Guild

Save Our Canyons member Guild recently received the Gold Awardfor LandscapeINature and

the Bronze Awardfor PatternITexturefrom Black and White Magazine These images were

published in a special Black While Contest Awards 200 7 Issue that has been on newsstands

since late November You can also see these images on her website at wwwcarolynguild com in

the Canyons Deserts and Mountains portfolio



President's Message

Something's
Out of Whack

Conflict between motorized and non-motorized

users of forest service lands in the western states

has emerged as a major and growing problem in the

management of these public resources A recent

decision by the Wasatch-Cache Forest Supervisor

granting access to snowmobiles in the Franklin Basin

area west of Logan Canyon has focused attention on

what many see as an increasingly lopsided forest service

trend toward favoring snowmobiles over skiers and

snow shoers Read all about this case in an article by

Stu Reynolds on page 6 of this newsletter

In 2003 a long public process ended resulting in

a Forest Plan that closed the 9500 acres of Franklin

Basin less that 1 of the Wasatch-Cache National

Forest to snowmobiles and left 540000 acres open-for

winter motorized use including 580 miles of groomed

snowmobile trails The ruling was challenged by

motorized recreation folks abetted by Representative

Rob Bishop and three years of lawsuits political

pressure from Washington mediation-arbitration

and intransigence on the part of snowinobilers led

recently to the lamentable decision mentioned the

reopening of nearly half of the previously closed area

to snowmobilers and skiers The squeaky wheel of the

motorized access folks who apparently want access to

all areas again gets the grease courtesy of the Forest

Service

So isn't that fair Everyone gets equal access The

skiers and snow shoers most certainly don't think

so Even the Forest Service admits that the conflict is

one-sided Snowmachines degrade the non-motorized

experience and degrade it a lot but not vice versa

This has been the disconcerting pattern of many
Forest decisions in recent years The Ogden Ranger

District summer travel plan got blasted by non
motorized users so fiercely that the Forest Supervisor

has mandated a review of this travel plan The

current helicopter skiing permit retreated from earlier

restrictions that had reduced although by no means

eliminated user conflicts in the central Wasatch And

these are just examples from close to home According

to the nonprofit Winter Wildlands Alliance in Boise

there are 12 time's as many groomed motorized trails as

non-motorized in Utah For every mile of motorized

trail the Alliance reports that there 369 snowmobile

annual visits while for every n-file of non-motorized

trail there are ten times as many visits by people on skis

and snowshoes Something is out of whack

The Forest Service says it's trying to be fair to all by

opening all areas to everybody This turns a blind eye

to the conflict The Forest Service says live with the

conflict

There is another way Separate the warring parties

Set aside areas for snowmobiles and different areas

for the skiers and snow shoers That seems sensible to

many people and it's what the Forest Service tried to

do back in 2003 The snowmobilers wouldn't have any

part of it

It is clear that the strident and intransigent tactics

that have been used so effectively to push the agenda

of groups that demand universal motorized access to

federal lands must be answered by strong countervailing

voices Law courts exist to give these voices their

constitutional right to request redress of grievances

Lawsuits also catch the attention of the federal agencies

at whom they are aimed

To exercise these rights and provide the

countervailing voices Save Our Canyons is appealing

the recent decision of Judge Ted Stewart denying SOC's

challenge to the adequacy of the process by which

the current helicopter skiing permit was granted We
hope that dogged determination of our friends up north

will lead to similarcontinuation of the struggle in the

Franklin Basin controversy

Citizens arise GALE DICK

2-Save Our Canyons Winter 2006-07 www saveourcanyons org



a o

4 u

0
u

cu
Q y
cn

cz w

0 w m m
E cu

0 0
m
0

ED
r
cz4

cu 1m7

U
Q4

Lp
Q CZ

3 C4 C
u cz0

2 E
mX

t8

CZ

x rw w

w

cz

r P lnu

w
r-L

E
UO 0

75
w

05

s
0

W C5 14WX

cz Q
m w w

cn u C
W 0 M W 14

14
b U Iz o

2
C Z D 6 C

n m En

0 U

0 cn 0

a

W

C u
0 CL w

cz

rL m mr cm P
a
r 1 M u

bo 85 2
bjD r

tz

m

C
uo

w
CZ W

C

cn ms cz m x
bo w

Q

cn
cz

M
W E

cn r

a w 1x
cu m

0 Z En

On 0 V w
w A

a cn m w 5
UOa

a 75

Fn

C

w
C u

4
0 011 w m Q

m cz
al

o Ec
cz

0
M C m

m 3 ch 0

4-1

0 a CZ

IVUC u q sZ m aC 0
V

Cl

C
uo 0

C a w

ct u

M

r
m o

Q 0 nC
zs w

cz

V 0QC bO Q
r C

w4

bo 0
r0 cn D I Cl

M cz

n
cn lu r r

w
m E ca

z bo bo
14Q aa cn r Q rC C5 14

r C C E
am

C5

1-4

tz cz

W

W

cn
En

0 14

cz

0
U m

cu cz uw EC M
w 75 0 z

Q

z
E

0



officially an adult yet but I know that with a little we could just go into space but let's face it if we can't

effort we could make things happen We need to step figure out how to save a planet we'd probably end up
out of our comfort zones and realize that if we don't screwing up space somehow too U
have the planet then there could be no supermarkets

companies or flat screen TV's People might say that

Kristen Bernabe

Sixteen-year-old Kristen Bernabe is a junior at Skyline

High She wants to become an animation artist and

a writer Kristen is a regular reader of the Save Our

Canyons newsletter She has been particularly interested

in the Environment and Religion section of the paper As a

young person just finding her way in life she is concerned

about the world she is inheriting She expressed a wish to

contribute an essay about her concerns and philosophy by

submitting an article to the Save Our Canyons newsletter

on the subject of Taoism and the environment

Want To Know More about
Save Our Canyons

Save Our Canyons is happy to announce the completion of a

presentation that can be given to schools community groups
clubs any place where people congregate

If you would like to hear about Save Our Canyons History
Current Issues and Events we would love to come present to

your organization group or class

Everyone has a stake in the health of the Wasatch Mountains

Contact Rachael at rachaelsaveourcanyons org or at 363-7283 to

book the presentation

4-saveOur Canyons Winter 2006-07 www saveourcanyons org
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Chicken Hill well inside the exising non-motorized area near to the Bunch Grass yurt

Snowmobiles and Franklin Basin
By Stu Reynolds Nordic United

Viewed from space the Wasatch and Cache National

Forests appear as a thin ribbon of dark coniferous
forest linking the northern Rocky Mountains to the

southern Rocky Mountains Identified as a regionally

significant wildlife corridor its narrowest part is

through the Wasatch-Cache and nearly all forest

management decisions can affect its ability to provide
for sustaining biological diversity and migration

potential as environmental conditions change This

perspective indicates clearly that as citizens living
within and on the edges of this corridor it's our duty
to place high-priority on protecting this corridor for

the benefits of all the forests and creatures it links

But it's also clear that thi's is not a priorityfor agencies

iblefrespons orfederal land and wildlife management in the

region

As I write it's late January and the Salt Lake and
Cache valleys have been shrouded in a haze we are
told is toxic to breathe The President recently asked
the country to reduce gas consumption by 207o over
the next ten years British scientists recently released

yet another scathing report detailing the role of fossil

fuel use in global warming Yet managers of the

Wasatch-Cache continue to disregard these issues

instead giving preference to motorized recreation in

winter over ecosystem protection and the experiences
and safety of non-motorized users Whether it's

helicopters and gondolas ferrying skiers and boarders

in the central Wasatch or snowmobiles climbing the

slopes in Franklin Basin the conflicts between uses
and user groups are what is driving decision making
not fuel consumption air quality or ecosystem
integrity The Forest Supervisor's recent Decision

Notice and Finding of No Significant Impact illustrate

this well This decision abandons most of the already
marginal protections from motorized conflicts in the

project area made by planners and upheld by the

Chief of the agency The Tony Grove-Fran1din Basin

Winter Recreation Environmental Assessment is the

third amendment since the Forest Plan was revised in

2003 and is available at

www fsfedus r4wcnf projects decisions
What caught the attention of planners during the

Forest Plan Revision process were the details of use
conflicts and heated demands of motorized users for

no restrictions on their preferred sport Identified

early on as the key issue recreation access and user

conflicts drove development of alternatives during

6-Save Our Canyons Winter 2006-07
www saveourcanyons org
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It seems Rep Bishop fulfilled his commitment to

the motorized use advocates to help in any way he

could It's too bad his efforts short-changed what

is supposed to be an open fair public-involvement

process in land management decisions

The Forest Service responded to these instructions

by issuing a Briefing Paper stating more meetings
were scheduled with the interest groups and State

to review discuss implementation of the Forest Plan
The Forest Supervisor Tom Tidwell only phoned two

local users with invitations to these meetings which

he would later claim were open to the public An
experienced facilitator suggested the group use a

process of mediation-arbitration med-arb to fulfill

Mr Tennys instructions and the group agreed And
what about the makeup of this group Two Deputy
Directors of Natural Resources for the state and four

House and Senate staff members there to protect

the injured interests of the motorized groups the

Forest Supervisor and Assistant Supervisor plus

10-12 representatives from motorized and non
motorized interest groups In the end the decision

was to accept the motorized proposal following a

bizarre interpretation of criteria presented earlier to

the groups Litigation followed supported by all

non-motorized advocates who participated The

suit Nordic United v Tidwell was settled out of

court Settlement terms inclvadi a tl e cott et
withdrawal of the med-arb decision and assurance

the Forest Service would comply with NEPA when

making any adjustment to the Winter Travel Plan

The recent EA serves to establish the sam proposal

We note with sadness the passing

of Hermoine Jex On January 30
2007

Some of you might have known
her She was a Salt Lake leader

in environmentalism when there

were few others a vigorous

and plainspoken advocate for

preservation of historic buildings

strong Community Councils

foothill and urban open space preservation

She was always on hand to urge local

governments to do the right thing and she

accepted in med-arb but rejected in the settlement

of Nordic United v Tidwell It's the same proposal

favoring snowmobiles developed in private med-arb

meetings using med-arb criteria Nevertheless the

EA fails to articulate any other purpose and need than

full motorized access

In Franklin Basin the only outfitter-guide permit

allows 2 yurts to be operated for overnight non
motorized trips Motorized uses are incompatible and

directly conflict with the economic survival of this

21-year-old operation The 2003 plan provided some

protection Yet through the EA the motorized users

are now given preference in land use at the expense of

the outfitter Contrast this with Wasatch Powderbird

Guides whose permit puts their motorized access

of the forest in direct conflict with quiet use In

this case the economic interests of the motorized

operation take precedence The only consistent aspect

of winter recreation management on the Wasatch
Cache is the biased preference for motorized access

and use over all other goals If appeals fail and we
can't get a congressman to lobby for us at least we
know we have the courts available for a fair review I

encourage Save Our Canyons to appeal their recent

court decision on heli-skiing 1 would

Stu Reynolds operates Powder Ridge Ski Touring's 2 yurts

i n Franklin Basin under Speczaftl e PermitFom the Forest

Service and is an active member of Nordic United a Logan

based non-profit which promotes non-motorized recreation

for all people

leaves a better community as one

of her legacies

When SOC was just getting

started she was supportive and

encouraging In her later life she

had to give up some of her activism

but regretted having to do so and

continued to cheer others on in

their work of conservation

Touchingly her obituary suggested
contribution to Save Our Canyons in lieu of

flowers

Thanks Hermoine

8-Save Our Canyons Winter 2006-07 www saveourcanyons org
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Grove in lower Neffs Canyon

41

Houses near the mouth of Neffis Canyon possibly in harm's way

Neff's Canyon Debris Basin Dam

ASalt Lake County flood control initiative is

brewing into a major conservation issue Salt

Lake County is proposing that a debris basin and

dam at the mouth of Neff's Canyon be built Neff's

Canyon is between Millcreek Canyon and Mount

Olympus Although described as a canyon it can

be more accurately described as a Wasatch drainage

area with its mouth at the top of the Olympus Cove

residential area With the exception of remnants

from an old small irrigation reservoir it is wild

and untrammeled Within a few hundred yards of

the mouth one passes into the Mount Olympus
Wilderness Area This project would be located on

Forest Service property which would require a special

use permit and an environmental assessment It

would be a mistake to think that the Forest Service

will resist this project It will not The Forest Service

has already set a precedent by allowing a similar

retention basin and dam be built at the mouth of

Farmington Canyon in Davis County
This proposed debris retention basin and dam

would have the footprint of three full-size football

fields including the end zones The dam face for

this basin would be upwards of 30 feet high and

stretch 800 feet long All the vegetation within this

area will be stripped bare It is estimated that over

3500 truckloads of trees other vegetation soil and

rock would have to be excavated from the site The

I O-Save Our Canyons Winter 2006-07

finished project would remain perpetually void of any

meaningful vegetation

One of the County's responsibilities is flood

control Look at your property tax notice and you
will see a levy for flood control Neff's Canyon

represents a potential flood source risk in the event

a very unlikely set of circumstances come together

at the same time an example being a 100 year

thunderstorm saturating a fire-denuded hillside

In 1980 the Federal Emergency Management
Administration FEMA designated a small section

of Olympus Cove as being a Flood Zone A which

means there is a certain probability that within a

hundred year time span a flood is likely to occur If

you are a homeowner in this small area and need

to secure a mortgage the lender will require you

purchase federal flood insurance

The Mount Olympus Community Council as a

consequence of complaints from residents forced to

purchase flood insurance on their homes requested

that the County come up with a plan to mitigate

the flood risk This past summer Salt Lake County

pitched this project to the Community Council and

interested residents Community Council members

were favorably impressed as a retention basin and

dam of sufficient size would cause FEMA to take

away the Flood Zone A designation which in turn

would eliminate the lender-mandated requirement

www saveourcanyons org
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One Hundred Came Through
for the Wasatch in 2006

Every person who cares about the natural beauty and serenity of the wild places of the Wasatch Mountains owes thanks to

the many Save Our Canyons members and others who volunteer for SOC These people give their precious time effort and

money to protect these mountains During 2006 one hundred volunteers gav
I

e many hours of their time toward this goal

You will find their names listed below Together with our staff of four the volunteers have made a tremendous difference

They don'tiust talk about saving the Wasatch they put forth effort toward tangible results Give them a pat on the back and

a sincere thank you

ACCOUNTING

Stefanie Petersen

ADOPT A HIGHWAY

COORDINATORS

Julia Hendrian

Dave Andrenyak

Sarah Brummel

July 16 2006

Dave Andrenyak

Ron Younger

Merrill Ford

Jaime Dansie

Josh Bower

Michael Pacheco

Bronwyn Hone

August 12 2006

Dave Andrenyak

September 17 2006

Dave Andrenyak

Sarah Brummel

ATVs

Bill King

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

PRESIDENT

AND FULL-TIME VOLUNTEER

Gale Dick

Alexis Kelner

Tom Stephens

Julia Hendrian

John Johnson

Bill King

Gayle Parry

David Witherspoon

John Worlock

Ron Younger

FLYERS AND BROCHURE

University of Utah

Students

LEADER Jared Millington

Kyle Aivazian

Cody Ostler

Dustin Wallis

PR MATERIALS

University of Utah

Students

Keely Coxon

Allacyn Griffin-May

Sara Meranda

Sarah Nelson

Alison Richman

COUNTY ISSUES

Tom Stephens

John Johnson

EVENTS

Posters for

Environmental

Skiing Movie
Brewvies February 9
Stephan Callister

Nicolas Daniels

Dave Harnsberger

Julia Hendrian

Emily Kimmel

Tom Lund

Luke Marrott

Adam Shaw

Fred Staff

Sanctified

Brewvies February 9
Tom Lund

Adam Shaw

Utah Valley State

College

Earth Day Event Apr 3
Luke Marrott

University of Utah

Earth Day Event April

13
Jared Millington

Kyle Alvazian

Cody Ostler

Dustin Wallis

Roots and Shoots
Westminster College

April 20
John Matro

Lone Peak Celebration

April 21
Sarah Brummel

Brooke Bastian

Carl Fisher

Tatiana Subbotin

JP Gendron

Allison Lisk

Dan Schmidt

Lone Peak Posters

Nicholas Daniels

Earth Day Celebration

Library Square Ap 22
Tom Lund

Sarah Brummel

Anika Fassia

Millcreek Township
Venture Outdoors

Festival June 17
Tom Lund

Farmers Mkt July 29
Sarah Brummel

Tom Lund

Avenues Fair Sept 9
Tom Lund

Red Fest U of U
Sept 21 and 22
Staff

Farmers Market

Oct 14
Jessica Kindred

Kathryn Knight

Charlotte Maloney
Will Richter

REI Tabling

November
Dolores Martin

Justin Martin

Ullr Ball November 17
PUBLIC RELATIONS Tim

Berk

Barenaked Ladies Nov
22
Heather Gillette

Mark Gillette

FAA
David Witherspoon

HIKES

BOTANY Bill Gray

and Bill King

GEOLOGY Bill Parry

HELI-SKIING

COORDINATOR

David Witherspoon

Bill Lockhart

Joel Ban

12-Save Our Canyons Winter 2006-07 www saveourcanyons org
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Great News Great News Great News

Wasatch Front Forums Return to Salt Lake Valley

Many times over the past few years Save Our Canyons
staff and trustees have been approached by our

members and others who fondly recall the Wasatch

Front Forums

The Forums brought the discussion of important
environmental issues to the forefront of our community
by assembling a panel of activists experts political

leaders and stakeholders and providing an audience

for their views and opinions When the subject of the

Forums came up the question why don't you do that

anymore invariably followed

If you have asked yourself this question ask no

more

Westminster College recently approached Save Our

Canyons with the goal of renewing this important event

and we enthusiastically agreed to do so With the help

of KCPW Westminster College and Save Our Canyons

are excited to announce a new series of Wasatch Front

Forums

The first forum will be held on Tuesday February
201h in the Gore Auditorium from 7 to 9 pm on the

Westminster Campus The topic will be Wasatch

Wilderness and the panel will include Gale Dick of

Save Our Canyons Loren Kroenke of The Wasatch
Cache National Forest Jeff Niermeyer of Salt Lake

Public Utilities and a 4th panelist to be announced

We are also working towards our second Forum
for the evening of March 271h same location when the

topic will be West Bench Development

Come with an open mind and plenty of questions

And if important topic and stimulating conversation

still isn't enough to get you there perhaps the light

refreshments served after will

See you there

Save Our Canyons
Gains New Intern

My name is Chris Whipple I was born in Havre
Montana but shortly after moved to Ogden

Utah I attended St Joseph's Catholic School from

kindergarten until I graduated high school

I am currently working with Save Our Canyons as an

intern for my last semester at the University of Utah
I am excited to be working with Save Our Canyons

because it is such a great environmental organization
in the Salt Lake Valley

14-Save Our Canyons Winter 2006-07 www saveourcanyons org



Upcoming Events

Wasatch Front Forum Tuesday Februarv 20th at 7 PM
Topic PROPOSALS TO EXPAND WASATCH FRONT WrLDERNESS AREAS

Gore Auditorium on the Westminster Campus

Exciting Film at Brewvies Thursday Februaxy 22nd at 7 PM

Save Our Canyons and Coldstream Creative have teamed up for the Salt Lake debut

of Resorting to Madness Taking Back Our Mountain Communities

Tickets 500 per person

For additional information contact Save Our Canyons at 363-7283

Wasatch Front Forum Tuesday March 27th at 7 PM
Topic WEST BENCH DEVELOPMENT

Gore Auditorium on the Westminster Campus

SOC's Fourth annual Lone Peak Celebration Thursday A1261 12

the Old Mill Clubhouse

6080 Wasatch Blvd

Tickets will be 3000 per person

Music food live and silent auctions

with a special presentation

by Black Diamond president Peter Metcalf

All proceeds to Benefit Save Our Canyons
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Save Our Canyons
Fourth Annual

Lone Peak

Celebration

WHEN Thursday April 12 2007

WHERE The Old Mill Clubhouse

6080 Wasatch Blvd

lots of parking

TICKETS Tickets will be 30 00
per person

WHAT Music food live and

silent auctions

SPECIAL SPEAKER

Black Diamond president

Peter Metcalf

WHY Allproceeds to benefit

Save Our Canyons

Lone Peak's Question Mark Wall

Citizens Committee to Save Our Canyons

PO Box 112017

Salt Lake City Utah 84147

Mark These Dates

on Your Calendar

February 20

Wasatch Front Forum

February 22

Brewvies

March 27

Wasatch Front Forum

April 12

Lone Peak Wilderness

Celebration
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