LN -
A PP R T . . - .
. . : v

A

Citizens’ Committee to SAVE OUR CANYONS WWW.Saveourcanyons.org Winter, 2006-07

Save Our Canyons
is the quarterly publication of the
Citizens’ Committee

to Save Our Canyons

CONTENTS:

President’s Message ................. 2
Taoism ... 3
Lookjing back on 2006............. 5
ATV conflicts near Logan ....... 6
Good, Bad, and Ugly............... 9
A Dam in Neffs Canyon?...... 10
100 Volunteers ............ccccc.o..... 12
Wasatch Front Forums .......... 14
SOC’s New Intern................ 14
Upcoming Events .................. 15

ALEXIS KELNER, Perennial Editor

GALE DICK,
Associate Perennial Editor

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
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this Year

Peace, Quiet,
and Clean Air in Mililcreek Canyon
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Millcreek Canyon photo by Carolyn Guild.

Save Our Canyons member Guild recently received the Gold Award for Landscape/Nature and
the Bronze Award for Pattern/Texture from Black and White Magazine. These images were
published in a special Black & White Contest Awards 2007 Issue that has been on newsstands
since late November. You can also see these images on her website at www.carolynguild.com in
the Canyons, Deserts and Mountains portfolio.



Conﬂict between motorized and non-motorized
users of forest service lands in the western states
has emerged as a major and growing problem in the
management of these public resources. A recent
decision by the Wasatch-Cache Forest Supervisor
granting access to snowmobiles in the Franklin Basin
area west of Logan Canyon has focused attention on
what many see as an increasingly lopsided forest service
trend toward favoring snowmobiles over skiers and
snow shoers. Read all about this case in an article by
Stu Reynolds on page 6 of this newsletter.

In 2003 a long public process ended resulting in
a Forest Plan that closed the 9,500 acres of Franklin
Basin (less that 1% of the Wasatch-Cache National
Forest) to snowmobiles and left 540,000 acres open for
winter motorized use, including 580 miles of groomed
snowmobile trails. The ruling was challenged by
motorized recreation folks, abetted by Representative
Rob Bishop; and three years of lawsuits, political
pressure from Washington, mediation-arbitration
and intransigence on the part of snowmobilers led
recently to the lamentable decision mentioned — the
reopening of nearly half of the previously closed area
to snowmobilers and skiers. The squeaky wheel of the
motorized access folks, who apparently want access to
all areas, again gets the grease — courtesy of the Forest
Service.

So isn’t that fair? Everyone gets equal access. The
skiers and snow shoers most certainly don’t think
so. Even the Forest Service admits that the conflict is
one-sided. Snowmachines degrade the non-motorized
experience, and degrade it a lot, but not vice versa.

This has been the disconcerting pattern of many
Forest decisions in recent years. The Ogden Ranger
District summer travel plan got blasted by non-
motorized users so fiercely that the Forest Supervisor
has mandated a review of this travel plan. The
current helicopter skiing permit retreated from earlier
restrictions that had reduced, although by no means

President’s Message

Something’s
Out of Whack

eliminated, user conflicts in the central Wasatch. And
these are just examples from close to home. According
to the nonprofit Winter Wildlands Alliance in Boise,
there are 12 times as many groomed motorized trails as
non-motorized in Utah. For every mile of motorized
trail the Alliance reports that there 369 snowmobile
annual visits, while for every mile of non-motorized
trail there are ten times as many visits by people on skis
and snowshoes. Something is out of whack.

The Forest Service says it’s trying to be fair to all by
opening all areas to everybody. This turns a blind eye
to the conflict. The Forest Service says live with the
conflict. :

There is another way. Separate the warring parties.
Set aside areas for snowmobiles and different areas
for the skiers and snow shoers. That seems sensible to
many people and it’s what the Forest Service tried to
do back in 2003. The snowmobilers wouldn’t have any
part of it.

It is clear that the strident and intransigent tactics
that have been used so effectively to push the agenda
of groups that demand universal motorized access to
federal lands must be answered by strong countervailing
voices. Law courts exist to give these voices their
constitutional right to request redress of grievances.
Lawsuits also catch the attention of the federal agencies
at whom they are aimed.

To exercise these rights and provide the
countervailing voices, Save Our Canyons is appealing
the recent decision of Judge Ted Stewart denying SOC’s
challenge to the adequacy of the process by which
the current helicopter skiing permit was granted. We
hope that dogged determination of our friends up north
will lead to similar continuation of the struggle in the
Franklin Basin controversy.

Citizens arise! — GALE Dick
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Taoism,
an Environmental
Philosophy

by Kristen Bernabe

ne of the hardest obstacles in life is figuring

out who you are. It takes time and thought

to really get into the place where you want to
be. People struggle with this issue everyday and some
never seem to get it right. Being a teenager and trying
to discover who you are can be harder than any other
task in life. Today, teens have to put up with a constant
barrage of advertisements, drugs, sex, and their own
insecurities, not to mention hormones. Now-a-days in
the good ol’ US of A, the “perfect” female is sickeningly
skinny, dumb-as-a-door-nail, and puts on too much eye
liner. With so much to live up to, the average teenage
girl can’t really think about the environment, much
less the issue of God.

I am a Taoist, 16 years old, and trying to get my grip
on reality. For those who have no clue what a Taoist
is, I shall explain. Taoism is a Chinese religion and/or
philosophy. It's pronounced Dow, much like the sound
you would yelp after stubbing your toe on the dresser.
Taoism is probably most well known through the book,
The Tao of Pooh, by Benjamin Hoff (which, by the way,
is an excellent read that I strongly recommend). Before
I get too deep into Taoism, I must state that this is my
opinion, and doesn’t represent the religion as a whole.
This is what I have gained from it and am still gaining.
The Tao translates to the “Way” which in essence is the
Way of the Universe, nameless and formless, flowing
through all beings. It is both masculine and feminine
and treats everything the same, staying neutral and not
siding with nor gaining opinions. It just is. Taoists do
not believe in God. They believe that anything that has
taken form or shapeis partof Tao. Thisincludesanimals,
plants, and earth. . .the environment. In Taoism there is
something known as the Great Separation: Long ago,
before man can remember, everything lived with Tao.
Man was just another animal living contently in the
lush earth and with the other creatures, not thinking
of them as inferior or superior but simply different.
Everything was peaceful and everyone was what
they were, nothing else. Gradually over time, man’s
ego began to grow and assert itself. This caused so
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many problems that it was decided that man should
go out into the world on his own. The connections he
had once had with the environment and the Tao were
broken. Now that he was cut off from nature, he could
no longer understand the animals but only misinterpret
their actions, which went badly. Man'’s happy life
with nature was no longer and so he tried searching
for happiness and, trying to obtain it, created stress.
Because he could not understand nature, he tried to
manipulate it and change it to appease his thirst for
happiness.

Today this thirst is not for happiness, but money.
Money makes the world go round and companies will
do anything for profit, even decimating the very planet
that gives them life. But what are a few destroyed
forests compared to a multi-million dollar mansion
used by one person? Human beings have come up
with so many substitutions for joy it's impossible to
count them all. And in the end, does it really matter
how many things you’ve owned? Besides, isn’t it the
simple little things that make your day, like someone
smiling at you or jumping in rain puddles? With
industrialism and materialism running rampant, we
aren’t realizing what is happening under our feet.
Global warming has finally become a serious issue, but
there are still critics that say, “It's just a theory.” All
things affect nature, but none as much as the human
race. Instead of just letting things be what they are, we
have to process and package them into little bundles
and ship them to supermarkets everywhere. We've
created a bubble for ourselves so far from nature that
some people haven't even breathed fresh air. We've
forgotten to simply live, and in compensation, we run
around in little circles wondering why the world is so
messed up.

I'm not saying that Taoism could fix all the world’s
problems. What I want to get across is that we need
to do something. Once I graduate from college, I will
try my damnedest to make the public aware of how
we’re pulling the rug out from under our own feet.
I'm not sure what the solutions could be. I'm not even
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officially an adult yet, but I know that with a little we could just go into space, but let’s face it, if we can’t
effort we could make things happen. We need to step figure out how to save a planet, we’d probably end up
out of our comfort zones and realize that if we don’t screwing up space somehow, too. O

have the planet, then there could be no supermarkets,

companies, or flat screen TV’s. People might say that

>

Kristen Bernabe

Sixteen-year-old Kristen Bernabe is a junior at Skyline
High. She wants to become an animation artist and

a writer. Kristen is a regular reader of the Save Our
Canyons newsletter. She has been particularly interested
in the Environment and Religion section of the paper. As a
o young person, just finding her way in life, she is concerned
about the world she is inheriting. She expressed a wish to
contribute an essay about her concerns and philosophy by
submitting an article to the Save Our Canyons newsletter
on the subject of Taoism and the environment.

L

Want To Know More about
Save Our Canyons?

Save Our Canyons is happy to announce the completion of a
presentation that can be given to schools, community groups,
clubs — any place where people congregate.

If you would like to hear about Save Our Canyons’ History,
Current Issues and Events, we would love to come present to
your organization, group or class.

Everyone has a stake in the health of the Wasatch Mountains.

Contact Rachael at rachael @saveourcanyons.org or at 363-7283 to
book the presentation.
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John Worlock is the Golden Voice

of Save Our Canyons.

He can be heard on KRCL'’s (90.9 FM)
“Wasatch Environmental Update”
every Tuesday at 4:30 p.m.

SOC LOOKS BACK
ON 2006

By John Worlock, SOC Trustee

We started off this year of 2006 in a mood of
watchfulness, knowing that the powers in Washington
were not generally good friends of the environment.
Not only congress but also the Forest Service and the
Bureau of Land Management, who control most of the
public land in our state, were clearly campaigning to
reverse several decades of environmental progress.
We ended that year in a much more optimistic mood,
and here’s why.

Mark this date: November 7, 2006. It was Election
Day, and one to gladden the hearts, if they only
knew, of all endangered and threatened species. We
who had been campaigning for roadless forests and
more designated wilderness, along with more urban
open space — we too, were gladdened. So also were
those who wished for a more comprehensive public
transportation system.

Locally, we voted yes, and loudly, to a couple of
ballot questions whose passage will accelerate the
expansion of the transit system on the Wasatch Front.
New TRAX lines will serve west-side commuters and
the Salt Lake City Airport. The commuter rail system,
“Front Runner,” will be extended from Salt Lake City
to Provo. Voters in Utah County and Salt Lake County
agreed to pay higher taxes in order to have these
amenities, making commuting more pleasant and the
air cleaner.

Another successful measure in Salt Lake County
provides $48 million, half for community and regional
parks, and half for open space and habitat preservation.
Not an insignificant sum, considering that the state’s
LeRay McAllister Open Space Fund has only $1.5
million, and never was given more than $3 million by
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the Utah legislature. -

But the most important changes are taking place in
Washington, as Congress convened in January. Control
has passed to the newly elected Democratic majority,
and we expect a congress much more sympathetic to
environmental concerns. Justone example: California’s
ardent environmentalist, Senator Barbara Boxer, will
take the chair of the Committee on Environment and
Public Works from Oklahoma’s James Inhofe, whose
legislative score with the League of Conservation
Voters is a flat zero.

The year 2006 was also marked with many small
but heartening victories. Many local agencies and
governments, led by Salt Lake City, have found that
they save money with programs that reduce both
energy consumption and air pollution.

Elsewhere, in a number of federal courts, the Bureau
of Land Management and the Forest Service have been
required to revisit their planning, on the subject of oil
and gas leases and forest management. In one case,
the judge threw out the Forest Service’s new ideas and
reinstated, intact, the Roadless Rule, restoring federal
protection to millions of acres of recognized roadless
forest lands.

Finally, we are pleased to see the continuing cleanup
and restoration of the Jordan River, yearly additions to
the Bonneville Shoreline Trail, and more protections
for the wetlands and shoreline of the Great Salt Lake.

Even the legislative session early in 2006 turned out
to be unexpectedly benign. What a good year!

This was aired on KRCL in SOC’s weekly Wasatch
Environmental Update
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Chicken Hill, well inside the exising non-motorized area, near to the Bunch Grass yurt.

Snowmobiles and Franklin Basin

By Stu Reynolds, Nordic United

Viewed from space, the Wasatch and Cache National
Forests appear as a thin ribbon of dark coniferous
forest linking the northern Rocky Mountains to the
southern Rocky Mountains. Identified as a regionally
significant wildlife corridor, its narrowest part is
through the Wasatch-Cache, and nearly all forest
management decisions can affect its ability to provide
for sustaining biological diversity and migration
potential as environmental conditions change. This
perspective indicates clearly that, as citizens living
within and on the edges of this corridor, it's our duty
to place high-priority on protecting this corridor for
the benefits of all the forests and creatures it links.

But it's also clear that this is not a priority for agencies
responsible for federal land and wildlife management in the
region.

As I write it’s late January, and the Salt Lake and
Cache valleys have been shrouded in a haze we are
told is toxic to breathe. The President recently asked
the country to reduce gas consumption by 20% over
the next ten years. British scientists recently released
yet another scathing report detailing the role of fossil
fuel use in global warming. Yet managers of the
Wasatch-Cache continue to disregard these issues,
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instead giving preference to motorized recreation in
winter over ecosystem protection and the experiences
and safety of non-motorized users. Whether it’s
helicopters and gondolas ferrying skiers and boarders
in the central Wasatch, or snowmobiles climbing the
slopes in Franklin Basin, the conflicts between uses
and user groups are what is driving decision making,
not fuel consumption, air quality, or ecosystem
integrity. The Forest Supervisor’s recent Decision
Notice and Finding of No Significant Impact illustrate
this well. This decision abandons most of the already
marginal protections from motorized conflicts in the
project area made by planners and upheld by the
Chief of the agency. The Tony Grove-Franklin Basin
Winter Recreation Environmental Assessment is the
third amendment since the Forest Plan was revised in
2003, and is available at:
www.fs.fed.us/r4/wenf/ projects/ decisions /

What caught the attention of planners during the
Forest Plan Revision process were the details of use
conflicts and heated demands of motorized users for
no restrictions on their preferred sport. Identified
early on as the key issue, recreation access and user
conflicts drove development of alternatives during
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Plan Revision and were a key part of the final Record
of Decision. Planners recognized that restrictions on
motorized access were necessary in order to provide
an opportunity for safe, quality human powered
recreation. Snowmobile use was restricted in a small
part of Franklin Basin’s Mount Naomi Roadless Area,
for the sake of both wintering wildlife and for skiers
and snowshoers seeking a broad range of experiences.
This was a modest offering, when you consider

that two of the six Draft Alternatives proposed the
entire project area for addition to the Mount Naomi
Wilderness. The Forest Service missed a great
opportunity in the March 2003 plan, preferring to
promote snowmobile use in the higher bowls on the
east side of the Bear River Range.

Motorized use advocates blasted the decision.

At town hall meetings in Logan, Rep. Rob Bishop
encouraged snowmobilers to appeal, and offered his
support outside of the administrative appeal process.
Numerous appeals were filed; some requesting
expanded restrictions on motorized use, some
requesting fewer restrictions. Forest Service staff
held meetings in Logan with the appellants during
the 2004 and 2005 winter seasons for the purpose of
implementing the decision and informally attempting
to find an agreeable alternative, thereby mediating
some of the opposing appeals. Intransigence on the
part motorized use advocates prevented the group
from fulfilling either purpose. They seemed confident
that their appeal, in the end, would be addressed one
way or another. Also attending these meetings were
House and Senate staff clearly interested in giving
the Forest Service support in acknowledging the
snowmobilers claims that they had been so unjustly
wronged by the recent closures.

Chief Bosworth denied all the appeals in March
2005. The Appeal Decision provided a lengthy
analysis of the site-specific winter recreation decision
and all appeal points. No further instruction was
provided for implementing the decision. The
motorized boundaries would stay where they were,
as no better alternative had been developed and
reviewed. No routes or corridors were needed
through the area closed to prevent separation of
use. All areas open to motorized use could easily
be accessed from existing parking lots and groomed
trails provided by the Utah State Parks and Recreation
department. If a motorized user had an emergency, it
would be dealt with the same as everywhere else on
the forest. Prevention would be the first step.

The final step in administrative review of forest
plan appeals lies with the Deputy Under Secretary of
Agriculture, who has the authority to request the plan
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and appeal records and review the Chief’s decision.
He may affirm or reverse part or all of the Chief’s
decision. With the Wasatch-Cache appeal decision,
Deputy Undersecretary Dave Tenny declined any
discretionary review, and the Forest Plan became
final. But hold on a minute — there were instructions
provided with his discretionary decision, instructions
on how to implement the winter recreation decision
in Logan Canyon. Mr. Tenny was concerned about
how the decision had been implemented so far. How
could this be? Without requesting a review, without
any concern for all other aspects of the comprehensive
plan, Mr. Tenny issued instruction for the Forest
Service to use its discretion to maximize motorized
use of the forest. And he instructed the Forest Service
to work with state and local users to establish final
boundaries (i.e. different boundaries), apparently
unsatisfied with the boundaries now in place for 2
years and confirmed by the Chief’s appeal decision.
His instructions would lead to mediation-arbitration
meetings, litigation over the outcome, and the biased
EA and FONSI. He gave no reason for his concerns,
but clues to their origin have been uncovered, largely
through Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests.
On the same day the Discretionary Instructions
were announced, Mr. Tenny wrote a letter to Rep.
Bishop thanking him “...for the opportunity to
discuss your concerns about the Chief’s appeal
decision...” The letter also states “If you have
further questions...our Regional Forester for the
Intermountain Region, is prepared to assist you.”
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It seems Rep. Bishop fulfilled his commitment to
the motorized use advocates to help in any way he
could. It’s too bad his efforts short-changed what
is supposed to be an open, fair, public-involvement
process in land management decisions.

The Forest Service responded to these instructions
by issuing a Briefing Paper, stating more meetings
were scheduled “...with the interest groups and State
to review, discuss implementation of the Forest Plan.”
The Forest Supervisor Tom Tidwell only phoned two
local users with invitations to these meetings, which
he would later claim were open to the public. An
experienced facilitator suggested the group use a
process of mediation-arbitration (med-arb) to fulfill
Mr. Tennys instructions, and the group agreed. And
what about the makeup of this group? Two Deputy
Directors of Natural Resources for the state, and four
House and Senate staff members, there to protect
the “injured” interests of the motorized groups, the
Forest Supervisor and Assistant Supervisor, plus
10-12 representatives from motorized and non-
motorized interest groups. In the end, the decision
was to accept the motorized proposal following a
bizarre interpretation of criteria presented earlier to
the groups. Litigation followed, supported by all
non-motorized advocates who participated. The
suit (Nordic United v Tidwell) was settled out of
court. Settlement terms incleded the corifpletess’
withdrawal of the med-arb decision, and assurance
the Forest Service would comply with NEPA when
making any adjustment to the Winter Travel Plan.
The recent EA serves to establish the same proposal

accepted in med-arb, but rejected in the settlement

of Nordic United v Tidwell. It's the same proposal
favoring snowmobiles, developed in private med-arb
meetings, using med-arb criteria. Nevertheless, the
EA fails to articulate any other purpose and need than
full motorized access.

In Franklin Basin, the only outfitter-guide permit
allows 2 yurts to be operated for overnight, non-
motorized trips. Motorized uses are incompatible and
directly conflict with the economic survival of this
21-year-old operation. The 2003 plan provided some
protection. Yet through the EA, the motorized users
are now given preference in land use at the expense of
the outfitter. Contrast this with Wasatch Powderbird
Guides, whose permit puts their motorized access
of the forest in-direct conflict with quiet use. In
this case, the economic interests of the motorized
operation take precedence. The only consistent aspect
of winter recreation management on the Wasatch-
Cache is the biased preference for motorized access
and use over all other goals. If appeals fail and we
can’t get a congressman to lobby for us, at least we
know we have the courts available for a fair review. I
encourage Save Our Canyons to appeal their recent
court decision on heli-skiing.: I would.

Stu Reynolds operates Powder Ridge Ski Touring’s 2 yurts
in Franklin Basin under Special?"UEE Permit from the Forest
Service, and is an active member of Nordic United, a Logan
based non-profit which promotes non-motorized recreation
for all people.

We note with sadness the passing
of Hermoine Jex On January 30,
2007.

Some of you might have known

o

in environmentalism when there

and plainspoken advocate for
preservation of historicbuildings,
strong Community Councils,
foothill and urban open space preservation.

her. She was a Salt Lake leader ‘3%

were few others, a vigorous [§¢ N

She was always on hand to urge local
governments to do the right thing and she

leaves a better community as one
of her legacies.

71 When SOC was just getting
" | started she was supportive and
e 5 encouraging. In her later life she
had to give up some of her activism
but regretted having to do so and
continued to cheer others on in
their work of conservation.

Touchingly,  her  obituary  suggested
contribution to Save Our Canyons in lieu of
flowers.

Thanks, Hermoine
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The Great, the Good, the Bad, and the Ugly

GREAT: This is a paragraph
from a letter that appeared in the
Public Forum of the Salt Lake
Tribune:

I'm an 11-year-old fifth-
grade student. [ just wanted
to say how stupid 1 think the
development at the mouth of Big
Cottonwood Canyon is. Why are
they ruining the beautiful view
for me and all the other kids
with a thing that looks like a freeway overpass? ...
Morgan, Holladay
Democracy and leadership at work!

Jackie

GOOD: The National Forest Foundation awarded Save Our
“Canyons $7,500 in support of our ongoing work to maintain
‘Wasatch trails.

GOOD: Doughnut Falls (that’s the way the name is spelled
on the USGS Quadrangle) is now in public ownership after
a period when KEEP OUT sigmere blocking access to
'this popular summer stroll. -Salt-Lake City Public Utilities
has acquired the land in its ongoing project of protecting our
watershed.

GOOD: Thanks to some unusually generous gifts last year
we have been able to bring Rachael Mathey and Carl Fisher
onto the SOC staff full time. You read about them in the
Autumn 2006 newsletter. As a fellow activist said recently,
“Staff is the bread of life.”

GOOD: Federal judges Alba and Cassell have ruled against
of group of would-be developers with an eye, according to
rumors, for establishing commercial snowmobiling in upper
Cardiff Fork. The plaintiffs were hoping to gain unrestricted
access to their private property by claiming RS 2477 right of
way. The judges resoundingly rejected their scheme.

GOOD: Save Our Canyons staff and volunteers spend many
hours getting our word out to people visiting fairs, open-air
markets and events like Earth Day. A box is often on the
table for donations. Our thanks to the anonymous donor
who dropped in a one hundred dollar bill recently.

GOOD: The controversy over a plan for the City of Ogden
to sell a golf course and Weber State University to sell part
of its campus to make way for distinctly upscale housing
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New upscale canyon development?

continues to boil in Ogden.
The would-be developer of this
project that would also include a
ski resort in Malans Basin and a
gondola to connect them all has
been trying to set the rules by
which the Ogden City Council
would process his proposals.
They refused to be bulldozed and
told him to work by their rules.

BAD: The ski resorts are lamenting the fact that global
warming will turn them into summer resorts in the future
because of lack of snow. They may not need to make summer
resort plans yet as there probably won’t be enough water for
any kind of a resort or for much of anything else if there is
no mountain snow pack.

UGLY: One of SOC’s members has repeatedly reported an
illegal, distinctly downscale, hut on Forest land in recent
years. UTM coordinates are 4498240mN, 450746mE. If
you see it report it to the Forest Service. It shouldn’t be
there. [see photo above]

UGLY: You may have noticed a huge gash in the hillside
above the highway just to the north of Little Cottonwood
Canyon. [see photo below] We called the County to find out
what is going on. They report that the excavation is for an
underground water tank on BLM land and that the surface
will be restored. Keep your eyes open on this one.ld
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Grove in lower Neffs Canyon.

Houses near the mouth of Neffs Canyon, possibly in harm’s way.

Neff’s Canyon Debris Basin & Dam

Salt Lake County flood control initiative is

brewing into a major conservation issue. Salt
Lake County is proposing that a debris basin and
dam at the mouth of Neff’s Canyon be built. Neff’s
Canyon is between Millcreek Canyon and Mount
Olympus. Although described as a “canyon”, it can
be more accurately described as a Wasatch drainage
area with its mouth at the top of the Olympus Cove
residential area. With the exception of remnants
from an old small irrigation reservoir, it is wild
and untrammeled. Within a few hundred yards of
the mouth, one passes into the Mount Olympus
Wilderness Area. This project would be located on
Forest Service property, which would require a special
use permit and an environmental assessment. It
would be a mistake to think that the Forest Service
will resist this project. It will not. The Forest Service
has already set a precedent by allowing a similar
retention basin and dam be built at the mouth of
Farmington Canyon in Davis County.

This proposed debris retention basin and dam
would have the footprint of three full-size football
fields, including the end zones. The dam face for
this basin would be upwards of 30 feet high and
stretch 800 feet long. All the vegetation within this
area will be stripped bare. It is estimated that over
3,500 truckloads of trees, other vegetation, soil and
rock would have to be excavated from the site. The
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finished project would remain perpetually void of any
meaningful vegetation.

One of the County’s responsibilities is flood
control. Look at your property tax notice and you
will see a levy for flood control. Neff’s Canyon
represents a potential flood source risk in the event
a very unlikely set of circumstances come together
at the same time -- an example being a 100 year
thunderstorm saturating a fire-denuded hillside.

In 1980 the Federal Emergency Management
Administration (FEMA) designated a small section
of Olympus Cove as being a “Flood Zone A”, which
means there is a certain probability that within a
hundred year time span a flood is likely to occur. If
you are a homeowner in this small area and need

to secure a mortgage, the lender will require you
purchase federal flood insurance.

The Mount Olympus Community Council, as a
consequence of complaints from residents forced to
purchase flood insurance on their homes, requested
that the County come up with a plan to mitigate
the flood risk. This past summer Salt Lake County
pitched this project to the Community Council and
interested residents. Community Council members
were favorably impressed, as a retention basin and
dam of sufficient size would cause FEMA to take
away the “Flood Zone A” designation which in turn
would eliminate the lender-mandated requirement
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that flood insurance be
purchased. The number
of Olympus Cove
homeowners who currently
purchase federal flood
insurance is unknown.
What we do know is that
all the homes within this
Flood Zone A (about 150
out of a total of a 1,000 or
more homes in Olympus
Cove) each have a market
value of at least $700,000.
A number of these homes
over the past few years
have been purchased, torn

proceeding. Whether or
not this project is killed,
dramatically downsized
or creatively changed

to minimize its impact
will depend upon which
constituency is more
vocal and puts forth

the more compelling
arguments. Save Our
Canyons is working to
build a coalition with
other environmental
organizations in order
to make this controversy
a countywide issue and

down and replaced with
what can only be described need single line caption

as McMansions. It is safe

to say that in this affected area the requirement to
purchase federal flood insurance is categorically not
an economic hardship.

Opposition to the County’s debris basin and
dam rapidly surfaced and with it came a change in
the primary rationale for the project from “saving
homeowners the cost of flood insurance” to one of
“safety”. The implication of this “safety” argument
is that those in opposition are now cast in the light
of being motivated solely by a “not in my back
yard” mentality and indifferent to the larger issue of
“safety”.

Salt Lake County has by no means put forth
any compelling arguments in favor of the project.
The geology / engineering report produced by
an independent consultant for the County is
not exhaustive and lacks certain fundamental
information. By no stretch of the imagination has
the County proved that this retention basin and dam
are critical to the safety and welfare of the County’s
residents. Only a very few affluent homeowners will
benefit from the avoidance of having to purchase
federal flood insurance. If safety is a real issue, then
there are number of alternatives that would have
a much smaller footprint and be far less abusive.
Fundamentally, a far larger constituency is being
ignored — those who use Neff’s Canyon as a refuge
from urban life and those who simply value an
unspoiled Wasatch.

To the credit of County Mayor Corroon, he recently
slowed the forward momentum of this project once
he became aware of the growing opposition. But
he has not eliminated it. Instead, Mayor Corroon
is looking for a community consensus before

WWW.saveourcanyons.org

to maximize opposition
and develop creative
alternatives. Flyers are
being distributed to Neff’s Canyon visitors and to
local residents. By word of mouth more people are
learning about this project. Activists / residents in
Olympus Cove have created the website:
isa.arborist.googlepages.com/saveneffscanyon

It is critically important that you now take the
time to contact Mayor Corroon and other County’s
decision-makers to express your opposition. Also, you
need to alert your friends of this threat so that they
too can take action.

In addition, the Mount Olympus Community
Council will host a meeting at 7:00 PM on February
20, 2007 at the Churchill Junior High auditorium
where those in favor and those opposed will have the
opportunity to express their views. If the Community
Council perceives a majority of the attendees are in
favor of the project, there is an excellent chance the
Community Council will formally endorse the debris
basin and dam project. This endorsement will be the
green light for the County to proceed with the design,
engineering and permitting process. Your attendance
at this meeting is quite important.

PeteEr CORROON, Mayor: 468-2500, or
MAYOR@SLCO.ORG

Mark Crockert, Council person, 468-2937 or
MCrockett@SLCO.ORG

Ken SmiTH, Chairman, Mt Olympus Community
Council, 278-4567 or
kensmith@mtolympuscc.com

JerF SILVESTRINI, Vice Chairman, Mt. Olympus
Community Council 277-0817 or
jeffsilvestrini@®mtolympuscc.com
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One Hundred Came Through

for the Wasatch in 2006

Every person who cares about the natural beauty and serenity of the wild places of the Wasatch Mountains owes thanks to
the many Save Our Canyons members and others who volunteer for SOC. These people give their precious time, effort, and
money to protect these mountains. During 2006, one hundred volunteers gave many hours of their time toward this goal.
You will find their names listed below. Together with our staff of four, the volunteers have made a tremendous difference.
They don’t just talk about saving the Wasatch, they put forth effort toward tangible results. Give them a pat on the back and

a sincere thank you.

A CCOUNTING
Stefanie Petersen

Aport A HIGHWAY
COORDINATORS:
Julia Hendrian
Dave Andrenyak
Sarah Brummel

July 16, 2006
Dave Andrenyak
Ron Younger
Merrill Ford
Jaime Dansie
Josh Bower
Michael Pacheco
Bronwyn Hone

August 12, 2006
Dave Andrenyak

September 17, 2006
Dave Andrenyak
Sarah Brummel

ATVs
Bill King

BoarD oF TRUSTEES
PRESIDENT

AND FULL-TIME VOLUNTEER:
Gale Dick

Alexis Kelner

Tom Stephens

Julia Hendrian

John Johnson

Bill King

Gayle Parry

David Witherspoon
John Worlock

Ron Younger

FLYERS AND BROCHURE
University of Utah
Students:

Leaper: Jared Millington
Kyle Aivazian

Cody Ostler

Dustin Wallis

PR MATERIALS
University of Utah
Students

Keely Coxon

Allacyn Griffin-May
Sara Meranda

Sarah Nelson

Alison Richman

Counry IssuEs
Tom Stephens
John Johnson

EVENTS

Posters for
Environmental
Skiing Movie,
(Brewvies - February 9)
Stephan Callister
Nicolas Daniels
Dave Harnsberger
Julia Hendrian
Emily Kimmel
Tom Lund

Luke Marrott
Adam Shaw

Fred Staff

Sanctified —

(Brewvies - February 9)
Tom Lund

Adam Shaw
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Utah Valley State
College

Earth Day Event (Apr. 3)
Luke Marrott

University of Utah
Earth Day Event (April
13)

Jared Millington

Kyle Aivazian

Cody Ostler

Dustin Wallis

Roots and Shoots,
Westminster College
(April 20)

John Matro

Lone Peak Celebration
(April 21)

Sarah Brummel

Brooke Bastian

Carl Fisher

Tatiana Subbotin

JP Gendron

Allison Lisk

Dan Schmidt

Lone Peak Posters
Nicholas Daniels

Earth Day Celebration,
Library Square (Ap. 22)
Tom Lund

Sarah Brummel

Anika Fassia

Millcreek Township
Venture Outdoors
Festival (June 17)
Tom Lund

Farmers Mkt. (July 29)
Sarah Brummel
Tom Lund

Avenues Fair (Sept. 9)
Tom Lund

Red Fest— U of U
(Sept. 21 and 22)
Staff

Farmers Market

(Oct. 14)

Jessica Kindred
Kathryn Knight
Charlotte Maloney
Will Richter

R.E.L Tabling
(November)
Dolores Martin
Justin Martin

Ullr Ball (November 17)
PusLic ReLarions: Tim
Berk

Barenaked Ladies (Nov.
22)

Heather Gillette

Mark Gillette

FAA
David Witherspoon

Hikes

Botany: Bill Gray
and Bill King
GeoLogy: Bill Parry

HELI-SKIING
COORDINATOR:
David Witherspoon
Bill Lockhart

Joel Ban
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INTERNS

Parker Scrafford
Racheal Mathey
Sarah Liljefeld

MAILINGS
CoorbDINATOR: Liz Davis
Bruce Grable

November 15th
Mailing

Sarah Brummel
Rob DeBirk

Matt Hanson

Tom Lund

Nancy McCormick
Camille Biexei

November 22nd
Mailing

Brian Chappell
Rob Debirk

Jess Kindred
Kathryn Knight
Dolores Martin
Sam Owen

Jim Struve

Lone Peak Mailing,

(Mar. 31)

Sarah Brummel
Spring Fundraising
Letter

Sarah Brummel

Lone Peak Celebration
Musicians: Valley Tan
Daron Shupe

Tara Shupe

James Cherry

Bill Thomas

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES
Board of Trustees
Tom Diegel

Jeff Wright

NEWSSLETTER
DistriBUTION TEAM
Ryan Anthon

Liz Davis

Julia Hendrian

Tom Lund

Jessica Lucas

Sam Owen

Gayle Parry

Lisa Schmitt

Nole Walkingshaw
John Worlock
Lawrence McClung
NEWSLETTER EDITORS
PERENNIAL EDITOR:
Alexis Kelner
PERENNIAL ASSOCIATE
EbiTor: Gale Dick

ONLINE ForuM
COORDINATOR:

David Witherspoon
KRCL Rapio
ENVIRONMENTAL UPDATE
John Worlock

RS2477
Will McCarvill

LEGISLATION

S.B. 100
Gale Dick

S.B.170
Tom Stephens
Gale Dick

TABLING COORDINATOR
Tom Lund

VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR
Gayle Parry

WEBSITE
Staff

WILDERNESS VOLUNTEERS
CoorbpinaTOR: Gayle Parry

June 10th Trail Day
(Mt. Olympus)

Dave Andrenyak
Chris Biltoft

Jim Catano

Alexis Kelner

Will McCarvill

July 8th Trail Day
(Lake Mary)

Keith Alleman
Dave Andrenyak
Chris Biltoft

Sarah Brummel

Jim Catano

Art Hanson

Matt Hanson

Dave Parry

August 12th Trail Day
(Mill D North Fork
Dog Lake Desolation
Trail)

Dave Andrenyak
Chris Biltoft

Sarah Brummel

Jim Catano

Mark Earl

Gayle Parry

John Porche

Larry Swanson

Westminster College
and SOC Trail Day
(August 22)

Eleven faculty and
students

Trail Day (September 9)
Dave Andrenyak

Chris Biltoft

Jim Catano

Mark Earl

Matt Hanson

Cheryl Hart

Mike L.

Steve Roens

Trail Day Pizza Party
COORDINATOR:

Mary Fleming

Herper: Gayle Parry

If you would like to give a Contribution to Save Our Canyons
and have some highly appreciated stock or mutual funds,
consider gifting alternative funds rather than cash.

There are distinct advantages.

For more information call Dave Bastian at 363-7283.

www.saveourcanyons.org
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Great News! Great News! Great News!

Wasatch Front Forums Return to Salt Lake Valley

Many times over the past few years, Save Our Canyons
staff and trustees have been approached by our
members and others who fondly recall the Wasatch
Front Forums.

The Forums brought the discussion of important
environmental issues to the forefront of our community
by assembling a panel of activists, experts, political
leaders and stakeholders and providing an audience
for their views and opinions. When the subject of the
Forums came up, the question “why don’t you do that
anymore” invariably followed.

If you have asked yourself this question, ask no
more!

Westminster College recently approached Save Our
Canyons with the goal of renewing this important event
and we enthusiastically agreed to do so. With the help
of KCPW, Westminster College and Save Our Canyons
are excited to announce a new series of Wasatch Front
Forums.

Save Our Canyons
Gains New Intern

My name is Chris Whipple. I was born in Havre,
Montana, but shortly after moved to Ogden,
Utah. I attended St. Joseph’s Catholic School from
kindergarten until I graduated high school.

I am currently working with Save Our Canyons as an
intern for my last semester at the University of Utah.
I am excited to be working with Save Our Canyons
because it is such a great environmental organization
in the Salt Lake Valley.
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The first forum will be held on Tuesday, February
20* in the Gore Auditorium from 7 to 9 p.m. on the
Westminster Campus. The topic will be Wasatch
Wilderness and the panel will include Gale Dick of
Save Our Canyons, Loren Kroenke of The Wasatch-
Cache National Forest, Jeff Niermeyer of Salt Lake
Public Utilities and a 4" panelist to be announced.

We are also working towards our second Forum
for the evening of March 27 (same location) when the
topic will be West Bench Development.

Come with an open mind and plenty of questions.
And if important topic and stimulating conversation
still isn’t enough to get you there, perhaps the light
refreshments served after will.

See you there!

www.saveourcanyons.org




Upcoming Events

Wasatch Front Forum: Tuesday, February 20th at 7 PM

Topic: PROPOSALS TO EXPAND WASATCH FRONT WILDERNESS AREAS

Gore Auditorium on the Westminster Campus.

Exciting Film at Brewvies: Thursday, February 22nd at 7 PM
Save Our Canyons and Coldstream Creative have teamed up for the Salt Lake debut
of “Resorting to Madness: Taking Back Our Mountain Communities.”
Tickets: $ 5.00 per person.

For additional information contact Save Our Canyons at 363-7283

Wasatch Front Fdrum: Tuesday, March 27th at 7 PM

Topic: WesT BENCH DEVELOPMENT
Gore Auditorium on the Westminster Campus.

SOC’s Fourth annual I.one Peak Celebration: Thursday, April 12

the Old Mill Clubhouse
6080 Wasatch Blvd.

Tickets will be $30.00 per pefson

Music, food, live and silent auctions
with a special presentation
by Black Diamond president Peter Metcalf

All proceeds to Benefit Save Our Canyons

. "¢ o ;3 4 N
intérngt selutions @
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Lone Peak’s Question Mark Wall

Citizens’ Committee to Save Our Canyons
P.O. Box 112017
Salt Lake City, Utah 84147

Mark These Dates
on Your Calendar:

February 20
Wasatch Front Forum

February 22
Brewvies

March 27
Wasatch Front Forum

April 12
Lone Peak Wilderness
Celebration
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Save Our Canyons
Fourth Annual
Lone Peak

Celebration

WHEN? Thursday April 12, 2007
WHERE? The Old Mill Clubhouse
6080 Wasatch Blvd
(lots of parking)
TICKETS: Tickets will be $30.00
per person
WHAT? Music, food, live and
silent auctions.

SPECIAL SPEAKER:

Black Diamond president
Peter Metcalf

WHY? All proceeds to benefit
Save Our Canyons
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