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Utah Rivers Council
and Save Our Canyons Share Goals

Environmental groups work together on the

huge challenges facing our community

Utah Rivers Council members invited Save Our Canyons tojoin them

on a June hike on the streamside trail at the mouth

of Little Cottonwood Canyon SOC's Dave Bastian is at thefar light

Alexis Kelner took the photograph
and others were bringing up the rear

SOC engages in manyjoint ventures with other

Utah conservation organizations strengthening ourjoint efforts



President's Message

Public Land
and the Public

N ot long ago I got to spend a family vacation glittering with temptations so that administering
in the picture-beautiful town of Castine and preserving it is an almost impossible task

Maine on Penobscot Bay This is one of the earliest So Utahns living as we do with so much of this

European settlements on the eastern seaboard of

what is now the United States a town of white

18 century houses magnificent elms a Maritime

Academy and many summer residents We were
there on the 41 of July and enjoyed a children's

parade and sack race on the town square with its

forever-haunting Civil War memorial a Norman
Rockwell scene

I happened to be wearing a Save Our Canyons

cap and one of the flag-waving participants at

that colored-balloon-festooned scene came over
and asked about the hat It turned out that he and

his family have been spending Thanksgivings
at Alta for a number of years I asked him what

his favorite runs at Alta were and he mentioned
Westward Ho and the runs around Catherine Pass

a connoisseur's answer

Encounters like this provide good reminders

about the true owners of the Wasatch Mountains

and for that matter of public lands all over the

nation most of them in the West On the local

scene we squabble over town city county and

state respqnsibilities and jurisdictions We fret over

building permits and commercial development

appropriate worries all

But we must never forget though many of us
Utahns often do that most of the mountain and
desert splendor that we're lucky enough to have

surrounding us is public land and that the people
in that public live everywhere in all 50 states It

doesn't belong exclusively to the picnickers the

ATV crowd the hikers the bikers the heli-skiers
the ski resorts the hunters or fishermen the dog
owners the developers the back country skiers
the bird watchers the botanists the Forest Service

or the counties It is a great national treasure

national hoard right here beside us have great

privileges and responsibilities Our work is cut out

for us Utahns need to share the responsibility of

preserving and enhancing this national legacy
Back to the guy at that celebration of the

Republic on the village square in Maine where we
chatted beneath the statue of a Union soldier with
its list of the fallen When I told him a little about
what Save Our Canyons is trying to do he said

Keep up the good work We love that country out

there
We do too and that's

Gale Dick

what we're trying to do

Fourth
oVuly

celebration on the town
square astine Maine It looked as iftZ whole town turned out

especially the kids

2-Save Our Canyons Summer 2006
www saveourcanyons org
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We all need to look at nature with an unselfish

point of view for the greater good

Volunteer Profile

Sarah
Brummel
By Gayle Parry SOC Trustee

Climb every mountain ford every stream

Follow every rainbow till you find your dream

From theSOUND OF MUSIC

by Rodgers and Hammerstein

want to volunteer for Save Our Canyons and I

want to be very involved When shall we meet
The e-mail was right to the point This was my

introduction to the pretty vivacious and enthusiastic

Sarah Brummel Her e-mail only gave a glimpse of

her personality and zeal Her reality is like coming
in contact with a delightful smiling white tornado

on steroids This young mother of two had decided

that after ten years of staying home with the kids it

was time to follow her bliss into an area that comes

into her life only after her husband and kids the

environment and specifically the environment of the

Wasatch Mountains

All of the members of Save Our Canyons can be

happy she chose us There has been nothing the

least bit daunting to her as she took on mailings
of a thousand pieces of mail on her own wielded

heavy tools repairing Wasatch trails worked in the

SOC office two days a week even when it was 104

degrees outside and the office air conditioning was
on the fritz answered questions at events and was a

volunteer-of-all-trades at the Lone Peak Celebration

She says she will get to Adopt-A-Highway soon and

apologizes for not doing more She also volunteers

for The Great Salt Lakekeeper Our thanks to Eric

Spreng of REI for sending her our way
Sarah is a native flatlander born in Illinois on a

farm where her parents continually stressed respect
for the land Her father emphasized that in order to

grow produce you had to take care of the earth She

remembers glorious fishing trips to the wilderness

of Wisconsin where leave no trace took on the

importance of a commandment
Four and a half years ago when Sarah's husband

Don accepted a job with Ames Construction to build

roads in of all places Utah Sarah was heartsick

She loved the midwest and didn't want to move
Nonetheless Don Sarah and their four-year-old

daughter Beth made the move that dramatically

changed their lives

The Wasatch Mountains changed my life and

views Sarah says and made me want to become a

nature photographer They also opened up a whole

new world Don became a snowboard enthusiast and

with Beth now nine years old and the newest addition

to the family Meg four years old Sarah felt it was
time to really experience the Wasatch Last year she

started to learn to ski and in the process promptly

managed to fall down hitting her head The result

was a concussion Undaunted she plans on returning
to the slopes next year She has also discovered

hiking The most exciting experience however was
rock climbing She went the first time with the idea

that she would face her fear of open heights Sarah

says The only way to describe the experience was

4 Save Our Canyons Summer 2006 www saveourcanyons org
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Kennecott owns some 93000 acres of prime real estate along the eastflank of the Oquirrh Mountains Their environmen

tally sensitive planning may encourage other land developments to be environmentally sensitive

A new style of development

Kenfiecott Land and the

West Bench General Plan
by Lisa Smith SOC Executive Director and John Worlock SOC Trustee

Big changes are afoot for the landscape of Salt Lake

County The foothills of the Oquirrh Mountains

are in store for a facelift Currently most of the Salt

Lake Valley's West Bench is owned and under the

management of Kennecott Land Company With

93000 acres of propert3 Kennecott Land and its

parent company Rio Tinto are the nation's largest

land owner of property adjacent to an urban area

75 000 acres are within the boundaries of Salt Lake

County and its unincorporated townships Magna
and Copperton Kennecott Land's holdings make

up 53 of all developable land in Salt Lake County

Many of you are familiar with Kennecott's

Daybreak community a 4800 acre development
in South Jordan on Kennecott property Daybreak
is the first of many new communities proposed for

the stretch of land along the West Bench Kennecott

has announced a long-range plan involving several

additional new developments includingresidential

neighborhoods shopping and business districts

trails parks mass transit and even a new ski resort

Facing such a large proposal Salt Lake County
decided to draft the West Bench General Plan
which became available for public review recently

The plan focuses on natural resources education

economic opportunities and safety among other

issues It makes pretty heady reading as it seeks to

set the tone for quite a new style of development
Here are some quotes from its language

West Bench land-use patterns can achieve

Envision Utah's vision of walkable transit

oriented communities that consume less land

The West Bench can assist the region in

creating afuture that is quite differentfrom

what would emergefrom present trends

And this

Neighborhood design affects

neighborliness and civic design influences the

civility of a community

However we all know that many Utahns are

notoriously resistant to any form of community

planning so it will take a lot of pressure from the

rest of us to ensure that some at least of the high

ideals of the General Plan are put into practice

Salt Lake County is officially looking for

our feedback our questions and our ideas

Throughout the summer county and township

planning commissions will have six public

6 Save Our Canyons Summer 2006 www saveourcanyons org
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Eric Spreng
the Salt Lake store's

Outreach and Events

coordinator

From its 1983 arrival in Salt Lake City REL has contributed

funding and other resources

for numerous Utah conservation causes

Kristen Kenley the

Sandy store's

Outreach and Events
coordinator

REI Supports Wasatch Recrueation

By Gayle Parry SOC Trustee

T he Sandy REI and Sandy Citywere the sponsors
of the very successful National Trails Day event

that was held on June third The sponsors put
a tremendous amount of work into this worthwhile

activity The influence of local recreation businesses

such as REI Black Diamond and Patagonia is felt in

all areas of environmental preservation and recovery
Future SOC newsletters will be featuring some of these

businesses This issue features Recreational Equipment

Incorporated REI REI has an outstanding
environmental ethic that translates into a variety of

programs Most of us are familiar with some of these

activities however you might be surprised at how
far-reaching R EIs environmental outreach program
actually is

REI has been around since 1938 It was started by

eight to ten mountaineers who got together to work
out a way to obtain climbing equipment that was better

and less expensive Initially known as the Seattle Co
op this small retailer evolved into one of the most

successful recreational equipment stores in the country
As the business grew so did its involvement with the

community and the environment Today every REI
store has a Community Outreach Coordinator In our

area this position is held at the Sandy store by Kristen

Kenley and at the 33rd South store in Salt Lake by Eric

Spreng These individuals oversee an amazing array
of activities and events

REl s first Utah store opened in Salt Lake City in

1983 At the time of the opening Lone Peak was Utah's

8 Save Our Canyons Summer 2006

only designated Wilderness The 1964 Wilderness Act
had mandated study of other Forest Service lands

for possible inclusion in the Wilderness System The

Forest Service and local conservation organizations

eventually focused on the creation of wilderness area

designations for the High Uintas Mt Olympus Twin

Peaks Mt Timpanogos Mt Nebo Mt Naomi Deseret

Peak as well as several wild areas in southern Utah

Specific language in the proposed enabling

legislation was debated extensively by Utah's

congressional delegation the governor's office Forest

Service officials various county commissions the

public and extraction industry lobbyists The Sierra

Club the Wasatch Mountain Club the Utah Wilderness

Association and Save Our Canyons were the major

green groups that participated in the discussions

The environmental organizations were as usual

notoriously low on funds however if we wanted

wilderness we had to send lobbyists to Washington
RE1 was as busy helping conservation causes then as

it is now and provided funds for Save Our Canyons
co-founder Alexis Kelner to join other activists in

Washington DC for what turned out to be a very
successful week of lobbying for the wilderness cause
REI has continued to support environmental causes

in Utah through the years

Many conservation organizations have benefited

from grants received from REI Save Our Canyons is

no exception One of the first grants to SOC from RE
1 was for general support of our organization More

www saveourcanyons org
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Hot Time
Up North

By Carl Fisher SOC Issues Coordinator

and Lisa Smith SOC Executive Director

Utah Stat Lcqislature 04 in-Webe-rChaivibcrqd
Qndnr r F'uion Vnelc 4c

A s the fire season continues to sizzle things are

really beginning to heat up in the North end of the

Wasatch Front A proposal to build a new golf course a

ski resortin Malan's Basin and a gondola in Ogden has

the support of Ogden City's Mayor Matthew Godfrey
The developer Chris Peterson who is the son-in-law

of ski resort mogul Earl Holding has the entire city

polarized on the issue Supporters of the plan think

that a ski resort seems to fit well with Ogden's new

public transit option a gondola Just imagine riding

almost 45 minutes on a gondola through Ogden with

students and business people to the top of a resort

Ogden's Vision

Ogden has been seen as a great example of planning
for and providing public access to the foothills and

mountains that surround an urban area All along the

benches there is public access to miles of open space
and natural landscape Ogden was even cited in Sunset

magazine as one of the West's Best Places to Live Best

Access to the Outdoors This new proposal threatens

this very idea that makes Ogden so magnificent

Soon citizens could be shut out and re-routed

around multi-million dollar homes and a redesigned

golf course as Peterson's new private community
is constructed on the old public golf course The

beautiful view may very soon morph into large steel

gondola towers cables and docking stations snaking

their way down Ogden's quiet city streets and up to a

brand new ski resort in the backdrop of the Wasatch

Proposal

For thisproject to begin Peterson will have to buy
Mt Ogden's public golf course 115 acres 60 acres

of adjacent undeveloped land and approximately 150

acres of Weber State University's campus In order

10 Save Our Canyons Summer 2006

for the City of Ogden to move ahead with the sale

the city council will need to hold public hearings and

amend its general plan Were the land to be obtained
the area would need to be redesigned in order to

accommodate the proposed 400 homes which would

generate the money needed to construct the gondola
The redesigned golf course would be located farther

up the mountainside on terrain that is currently on

slopes exceeding of 30 Consequently the homes
would displace and block access to the area's trails

including the Bonneville Shoreline which would

then be rerouted through the housing development
In addition to the approval needed from the City

Peterson would also need permission from the Board

of Regents to purchase property from Weber State

University He is promising WSU upwards of 1000

new students 1 million from the land sale and 9
million potential from new students The proposal

also would make Weber State the only school in the

world connected directly to a ski resort which might
be its saving grace The only downside the city can

see with this project is worse grades perhaps
The final step would include a brand

new ski resort accessible only by gondola
The gondola is the last and most absurd part

of this proposal The city would maintain its part
of the gondola that would be funded by the selling

of the aforementioned land to Chris Peterson It

would act as a mode of public transportation in

place of other suggested alternatives for the area i e
streetcars or bus rapid-transit The other leg of the

gondola would be placed upon the parcel of land that

would be purchased from Weber State University

being funded by the revenue generated by the new
homes and access the ski resort in Malan's Basin

The new ski resort would not only disrupt wildlife

www saveourcanyons org
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A Catholic Spirit of Environmentalism

by Fr Rick Sherman

This article by Fr Rick Sherman is part of a Save Our Canyons sponsored series of essays

from the clergy of many diverse religions

describing their philosophies concerning the natural world

The Catholic teachings on our need to care for God's

creation are most directly addressed and understood

within the context of Catholic Social Teaching which

is largely driven by our sense of moral theology
Catholic social teaching is predicated on the biblical

notion of justice which is right relationship right

relationship with God with each other and with all

the rest of creation Our sense of justice comes out of

our covenant relationship with God who is all loving
and always faithful and whom we must love above all

things Biblical justice calls us into the highest form

of relationship with God each other and all the rest

of creation Biblical justice is different than contract

justice which usually holds each party to a minimal

standard of performance which if not met severs the

contract Biblical justice is bigger than distributive

justice where each person is given their due share of

resources to survive Caring for God's creation is

one of eight major themes of Catholic social teaching
These themes can be further explored in some of the

books or websites listed under Who We Are and

SOC Newsletter on our web site

The central theological theme of Catholicism is to

build up the Kingdom of God by becoming one body
one spirit in Christ with all of God's children We are

all essentially connected That easily expands to all of

God's creatures creation Building up the Kingdom is

actually rediscovering the Divine order and harmony of

creation and aligning ourselves to God's Plan or God's

flow as it were God's Plan is most fully revealed

through the teachings life death and resurrection of

Jesus Christ God also reveals Himself to us through
our guided study of the physical and social sciences

the arts our intuitions and sometimes our common
sense

When God was creating the world as depicted in the

Book of Genesis he periodically looked back on what

He had doneand pronounced it was good This

implies a certain order harmony and complementarity
which were inherently good and necessary When
humans were given dominion over creation they were

assigned as stewards and caretakers They could

modify but only in a constructive sustainable way
to cultivate responsibly Real stewardship requires an
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extraordinary level of mindfulness and sensitivity

One of the surest signs that we are not following
the Plan and order of God is that we have pushed the

natural world beyond its natural carrying capacity
This is perhaps best illustrated by the large number of

species which have gone extinct in the past 200 years
presumably by other than natural causes Part of the

Plan is that humans are to restore the world to the

Divine order with the help of Divine grace We do this

when we willingly subordinate our will to God's will

and God's Plan The more we divest of our human
will and all the accompanying distortion and replace
it with God's will the more we realize the natural flow

and harmony of God's design We realize that the

major impediments to harmony of all kinds are Pride

Greed Anger Envy Lust Gluttony and Sloth the Seven

Deadly Sins and their derivatives

From a Catholic perspective we need the Divine

grace that comes most powerfully through the

sacraments to overcome these Deadly Sins Sacrament

is about transformation at the deepest level of soul

and necessary since human intellect and volition have

always proven inadequate for changing hearts and

behavior Some moderns might cringe at the Word
sin however most people would probably agree
that the phenomena of Greed Envy and Gluttony to
mention the most obvious sins drastically contribute

to environmental devastation To overcome or even

temper these inclinations which are only exacerbated

by much of consumer marketing we need a profound
sense of transcendence and a covenant relationship with

God each other and all of creation

Much of the preceding is at significant odds with

the mores of modern western culture which is so

largely predicated on individual rights freedom of

expression and privacy Any restriction on how we
consume recreate or treat our bodies is considered

a grievous offense Inevitably we live in a society of

profound ambiguity For instance many people are

passionate and rightly so in my opinion about not

altering the natural flow of America's wild and scenic

rivers On the other hand many of the same people are

almost dismissive of the impact of altering the natural

ow of a woman's menstrual cycle with artificial

www saveourcanyons org
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John Worlock

Forest Service
Embattled

by John Worlock SOC Trustee

Just about a century ago when the United States

Forest Service was established its founding Chief

Forester Gifford Pinchot declared that its purpose was
to manage the forests so as to provide the greatest

amount of good for the greatest amount of people in

the long run As you can read at the entrance sign
to any of the local Forests you are entering a land of

multiple uses This idea was officially promulgated
in the Multiple-Use Sustained Yield Act of 1960

specifying that the forests were to be administered for

outdoor recreation range timber watershed wildlife

and fish
The Forest Service was thus put in the position of

the middleman the pressure point for the competing
interests that would like to emphasize one or another

of these purposes And competition has been fierce

and sustained

But this story is not about environmentalists

fighting timber or cattle interests It is in fact about

environmentalists fighting outdoor recreation That

sounds strange until we explain that the enemy is

motorized recreation

The battleground is the Ogden District of the

Wasatch Cache National Forest just this spring the

Ogden District put out its new Travel Plan meant

to regulate the use of motorized vehicles within the

district The plan came with maps and specifies which

trails and routes are permitted and which are not
to which types of vehicle and at what times of year
Restrictions are meant to protect sensitive wildlife and

watershed to minimize erosion damage to wetlands
and the spread of invasive species Furthermore it is

explicitly stated that a route not positively authorized
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is off limits to such vehicles

The new Travel Plan made comforting reading
but only to the unwary and the overly trusting
Local environmentalists having had experience with

the Forest Service studied the consequences of the

proposed Travel Plan for the actual inhabitants and

the territory of the Ogden District Then the Sierra

Club together with the Wild Utah Project the Western

Wildlife Conservancy and the Citizens Committee

to Save Our Canyons filed a detailed appeal to the

District Ranger's decision

Detailed Yes indeed 45 single-spaced carefully

organized pages But very briefly the appellants

wish the Forest Service to modify the Travel Plan as it

favors motorized recreation at the expense of wildlife

watersheds and those who take their outdoor recreation

quietly The Plan is also said to violate several federal

laws including the National Environmental Protection

Act
To our surprise and pleasure the supervisor of the

Wasatch Cache National Forest has responded to the

appeal by setting aside the 2006 Travel Plan for the

Ogden District This was especially good news as the

Forest Service doesn't often normally discipline itself

and appellants are often required to carry their cases

into federal court in order to get fair hearings

This article was first aired on KRCL's Wasatch

Environmental Update program heard at 909 FM Tuesdays

at 430 pm

www saveourcanyons org
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Check These

Indisensable Save Our Canyons Amenities

Save Our Canyons Web Page Save Our Canyons e

www saveourcanyons org

Almost a year in the making
the SOC website has a fresh layout

and design

with some great new features

such as the organization's

electronic merchandising site

and an archival search feature

Check it out today

Citizens'Committee to Save Our Canyons

PO Box 112017

Salt Lake City Utah 84147

SPECIAL SOC
EVENTS

TRAIL WORK PARTY

Saturday September 9

ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY
WORK PARTY

Sunday September 17

Visit the SOC website to browse

and to purchase

important canyons related merchandise

such as SOC caps and T-shirts

Heli-free Wasatch caps and bumper stickers

the CD-ROM Cyberflora-plants of the Wasatch

limited copies of A Kelner's out-of-print book

Skiing in Utah-A History

and Leia Bell's silk screened poster advertising

the 40th anniversary of the Wilderness Act

Other historical SOC materials also available
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