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Utah Rivers Council
and Save Our Canyons Share Goals

Environmental groups work together on the
huge challenges facing our community

Utah Rivers Council members invited Save Our Canyons to join them
on a June hike on the streamside trail at the mouth
of Little Cottonwood Canyon. SOC’s Dave Bastian is at the far right,
Alexis Kelner took the photograph,
and others were bringing up the rear.
SOC engages in many joint ventures with other
Utah conservation organizations, strengthening our joint efforts.



Not long ago I got to spend a family vacation
in the picture-beautiful town of Castine,
Maine on Penobscot Bay. This is one of the earliest
European settlements on the eastern seaboard of
what is now the United States, a town of white
18" century houses, magnificent elms, a Maritime
Academy and many summer residents. We were
there on the 4* of July and enjoyed a children’s
parade and sack race on the town square with its
forever-haunting Civil War memorial — a Norman
Rockwell scene.

I happened to be wearing a Save Our Canyons
cap and one of the flag-waving participants at
that colored-balloon-festooned scene came over
and asked about the hat. It turned out that he and
his family have been spending Thanksgivings
at Alta for a number of years. I asked him what
his favorite runs at Alta were and he mentioned
Westward Ho and the runs around Catherine Pass
— a connoisseur’s answer.

Encounters like this provide good reminders
about the true owners of the Wasatch Mountains
and, for that matter, of public lands all over the
nation — most of them in the West. On the local
scene we squabble over town, city, county, and
state responsibilities and jurisdictions. We fret over
building permits and commercial development -
appropriate worries, all.

But we must never forget, though many of us
Utahns often do, that most of the mountain and
desert splendor that we're lucky enough to have
surrounding us is public land and that the people
in that public live everywhere, in all 50 states. It
doesn’t belong exclusively to the picnickers, the
ATV crowd, the hikers, the bikers, the heli-skiers,
the ski resorts, the hunters or fishermen, the dog
owners, the developers, the back country skiers,
the bird watchers, the botanists, the Forest Service
or the counties. It is a great national treasure

President’s Message

Public Land
and the Public

glittering with temptations so that administering
and preserving it is an almost impossible task.

So Utahns, living as we do with so much of this
national hoard right here beside us, have great
privileges and responsibilities. Our work is cut out
for us. Utahns need to share the responsibility of
preserving and enhancing this national legacy.

Back to the guy at that celebration of the
Republic on the village square in Maine where we
chatted beneath the statue of a Union soldier with
its list of the fallen: When I told him a little about
what Save Qur Canyons is trying to do, he said,
“Keep up the good work. We love that country out
there.”

We do too and that’s what we’re trying to do.

- Gale Dick

Fourth of July celebration on the town
square of Castine, Maine. It looked as if
the whole town turned out,

especially the kids.
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Sarah Liljefelt

Carl Fisher

XN

Rachael Mathey

SOC Adds Three Activists to it’s Staff

Sarah is a Save Our Canyons 2006
summer intern.

In June of 2006 I joined SOC as
the Big Cottonwood Canyon
Coordinator. I have been
compiling BCC information aiming
to develop relationships between
SOC and ﬁroperty owners, and
getting a handle on the many
issues affecting this canyon.
Even as a young child I knew
that my future work would be
in the field of environmental
advocacy. Seeing the persistent
droughts in my native state of
California engrained in me the
importance of natural resource
conservation. Upon moving to
Utah four years ago, I was amazed
by the natural beauty the state
has to offer. But in my studies,
I became aware of the many
threats to the Utah environment.
I have dedicated much of my
time to working with various
environmental groups hoping to
preserve the integrity of the land
for both the people and wildlife of
current and future generations.
Ijust graduated from
the University of Utah in
Environmental Studies and
Philosophy and plan to apply
to law school this fall to pursue
Environmental Law. I am very
excited to be working with SOC,
and hoEe to do some good in the
Wasatch Mountains during my
time here.
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Carl has recently joined the SOC staff
as Issues Coordinator. He was hired
after SOC considered the qualifications
of nearly 50 applicants for the job.

After spending nearly five years of
volunteering in nearly every way,
Carl Fisher is the newest addition
to the Save Our Canyons staff. Born
and raised in Bountiful, Utah, Carl
has gained an appreciation for the
Wasatch Mountains, where he has
spent countless hours exploring and
taking in the spectacular views.

“I really  recognize the
importance of stewardship toward
the environment which surrounds
and supports everyone that lives
along the Wasatch Front. These
mountains make the area unique
and bearable; Utahn’s don’t know
how lucky they are to have such a
beautiful backyard.”

Carl recently graduated in
Environmental Studies and
Geography from the University of
Utah and is excited to begin work
with SOC as the Issues Coordinator.
When not working on SOC issues,
like most Save Our Canyons
members, Carl enjoys backpacking,
snowboarding, and a variety of
other outdoor activities. He is also
an enthusiastic mountain biker.

Rachael isan intern during this summer
working on SOC outreach projects.

I was born in a small town in
southwestern Wyoming located
near the heart of the Wind River
Mountains. Thisis where my respect
for the importance of wilderness
began. My parents tell me that my
earliest experiences were designed
to promote love and empathy for
our natural and unspoiled world.
So how could I have grown up to
want to do anything else but save
our canyons, wildlife, glaciers,
lakes, streams, forests, etc?

To continue my education and
admiration for the natural environ-
ment, I took two mountaineering
courses at National Outdoor Lead-
ership School (NOLS). As I devel-
oped a more meaningful connection
and fascination with the mountains,
I decided to study Geology and Ge-
ography at the University of Utah,
and graduated a year ago.

My long-term plans are still
undecided, but my time at Save
Our Canyons will prove to be
an excellent opportunity. It is
something that has significantly
impacted my life, and I appreciate
the chance to help contribute.
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Climb every mountain, ford every stream,
Follow every rainbow, till you find your dream!

From the Sounp oF Music
by Rodgers and Hammerstein

want to volunteer for Save Our Canyons and I

want to be very involved. When shall we meet?”

The e-mail was right to the point. This was my
introduction to the pretty, vivacious, and enthusiastic
Sarah Brummel. Her e-mail only gave a glimpse of
her personality and zeal. Her reality is like coming
in contact with a delightful, smiling white tornado
on steroids. This young mother of two had decided
that after ten years of staying home with the kids, it
was time to follow her bliss into an area that comes
into her life only after her husband and kids: the
environment, and specifically the environment of the
Wasatch Mountains.

All of the members of Save Our Canyons can be
happy she chose us. There has been nothing the
least bit daunting to her as she took on mailings
of a thousand pieces of mail on her own, wielded
heavy tools repairing Wasatch trails, worked in the
SOC office two days a week even when it was 104
degrees outside and the office air conditioning was
on the fritz, answered questions at events, and was a
volunteer-of-all-trades at the Lone Peak Celebration.
She says she will get to Adopt-A-Highway soon and
apologizes for not doing more. She also volunteers
for The Great Salt Lakekeeper. Our thanks to Eric
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“We all need to look at nature with an unselfish
point of view for the greater good.”

Volunteer Profile

Sarah
Brummel

By Gayle Parry, SOC Trustee

Spreng of REI for sending her our way.

Sarah is a native flatlander born in Illinois on a
farm where her parents continually stressed respect
for the land. Her father emphasized that in order to
grow produce you had to take care of the earth. She
remembers glorious fishing trips to the wilderness
of Wisconsin where “leave no trace” took on the
importance of a commandment.

Four and a half years ago when Sarah’s husband,
Don, accepted a job with Ames Construction to build
roads in, of all places, Utah, Sarah was heartsick.

She loved the midwest and didn’t want to move.
Nonetheless, Don, Sarah and their four-year-old

daughter, Beth, made the move that dramatically
changed their lives.

“The Wasatch Mountains changed my life and
views,” Sarah says, “and made me want to become a
nature photographer.” They also opened up a whole
new world. Don became a snowboard enthusiast and
with Beth now nine years old and the newest addition
to the family, Meg, four years old, Sarah felt it was
time to really experience the Wasatch. Last year she
started to learn to ski and in the process promptly
managed to fall down, hitting her head. The result
was a concussion. Undaunted, she plans on returning
to the slopes next year. She has also discovered
hiking. The most exciting experience, however, was
rock climbing. She went the first time with the idea
that she would face her fear of open heights. Sarah
says, “The only way to describe the experience was
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that it was Zen like”. The next week she asked her
instructor to take her again. It was even better. Asa
birthday present, her supportive husband took her to
Jackson Hole and the Tetons to take climbing lessons
from the Exum Climbing School. Sarah climbed a
500 ft. pitch and is thinking of conquering the Grand
Teton sometime soon. It seems as though she has lost
her fear of heights.

Sarah would like to pass on her respect for the
environment to her children and husband. Don tells
her that he is more aware of environmental concerns
when building roads and has suggested ways to
beautify the roads on which he works. The children
hike with their parents at Sundance and are learning
the values and respect for the land that Sarah learned
as a child.

Sarah has a good philosophy: “Users of these
beautiful lands need to come together in respect
for each other and cooperate in protecting these
extraordinary natural places. Most people are good -
stewards. Those who aren’t are those who do so out
of ignorance and lack of education. We should stress
the positive and not be negative about other users in
order to do this. We all need to look at nature with
an unselfish point of view for the greater good.”
Sarah'’s greatest wish is that more of Utah’s people
would realize and show more appreciation for what
a treasure of natural beauty we have only a short
distance away. A treasure that other states don’t
always have. ¢

History of ATVs and Associated Conflicts

by John Worlock, SOC Trustee

For some yearsnow, therehavebeen conflictsbetween
the values of the off-road motorized recreationists
and those of environmentalists who would like to
preserve the habitat for wildlife, watershed, and quiet
recreation. The conflicts increase with time, as both
communities grow while recreational territory is fixed,
if not diminishing.

As we read about current conflicts in Utah, we
decided to look at the history of the All-Terrain Vehicle,
or ATV. The history is one of growth, both in numbers
and in size and power, so that today in the US, there
are upwards of 16 million machines, and over a million
ATV’s have been sold in the past year. Engine sizes
range from 50 cc up to the neighborhood of 1000 cc:
for comparison, 1000 cc powers a pretty good-sized
Harley-Davidson, and 50 cc is smaller than the engine
on your lawn mower.

40 years ago, there were no ATV’s, so if you didn’t
have a war-surplus Jeep, you probably had to go into
the backcountry on foot or on horseback. Then in the
late 60’s Honda began marketing a motorized tricycle
which had been developed in Japan for the town-to-
farm traffic in the countryside, and modifying it for
use by sportsmen in the US. You may remember the
big balloon tires they were fitted out with.

In the 80’s these tippy vehicles drew the attention of
the Consumer Product Safety Commission, and they
came close to being banned entirely. Meanwhile, four-
wheel ATV’s had been introduced, and the industry,
accepting the ban on three-wheelers, managed to
deflect the total ban, settling for age restrictions on
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drivers, and promising some 100 million dollars to
sponsor training and safety instruction.

In the good old, early-ATV, days, you went where
your machine would take you, but in today’s world,
the public land managers in both the BLM and the
Forest Service have had to designate which routes are
open to motorized travel and which are not. Most of
the current conflict, we believe, is driven by those ATV
riders who are either not aware of, or choose to ignore,
the legal restrictions. The backcountry is notably hard
to police, and the land managers are starved for funds,
so enforcement has been impossible. The problem is
exacerbated in places such as Utah’s Kane County,
where the county authorities are pleased to remove
the BLM’s signs and put up their own, contradictory
signs.

The ATV community is well organized, and while
they publicly decry their rogue element, they fight
doggedly for more trails for their growing numbers,
on the argument that there are simply more of them,
and they need more space in which to play. We’ve seen
the argument by analogy with prohibition. Prohibition
didn’t work, and had to be abandoned, and similarly
there is no way to limit ATV usage.

But when ATV use destroys watershed and habitat
of threatened and endangered species, we must and
we will find a way.

This article was first aired on KRCL's Wasatch
Environmental Update program heard at 90.9 FM Tuesdays
at 4:30 p.m.
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tally sensitive planning may encourage other land developments to be environmentally sensitive.

A new style of development?

Kennecott Land and the
West Bench General Plan

by Lisa Smith (SOC Executive Director) and John Worlock (SOC Trustee)

Big changes are afoot for the landscape of Salt Lake
County. The foothills of the Oquirrh Mountains
are in store for a facelift. Currently, most of the Salt
Lake Valley’s West Bench is owned and under the
management of Kennecott Land Company. With
93,000 acres of property, Kennecott Land and its
parent company Rio Tinto, are the nation’s largest
land owner of property adjacent to an urban area.
75,000 acres are within the boundaries of Salt Lake
County and its unincorporated townships, Magna
and Copperton. Kennecott Land’s holdings make
up 53% of all developable land in Salt Lake County.

Many of you are familiar with Kennecott's
“Daybreak” community, a 4,800 acre development
in South Jordan on Kennecott property. Daybreak
is the first of many new communities proposed for
the stretch of land along the West Bench. Kennecott
has announced along-range plan involving several
additionalnewdevelopments,includingresidential
neighborhoods, shopping and business districts,
trails, parks, mass transit and even anew ski resort.

Facing such a large proposal, Salt Lake County
decided to draft the West Bench General Plan,
which became available for public review recently.
The plan focuses on natural resources, education,
economic opportunities and safety, among other
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issues. It makes pretty heady reading, as it seeks to
set the tone for quite a new style of development.
Here are some quotes from its language

“West Bench land-use patterns can achieve
Envision Utah’s vision of walkable, transit-
oriented communities that consume less land.”

“The West Bench can assist the region in
creating a future that is quite different from
what would emerge from present trends.”

And this:

“Neighborhood design affects
neighborliness, and civic design influences the
civility of a community.”

However, we all know that many Utahns are
notoriously resistant to any form of community
planning, so it will take a lot of pressure from the
rest of us to ensure that some, at least, of the high
ideals of the General Plan are put into practice.

Salt Lake County is officially looking for
our feedback, our questions and our ideas..
Throughout the summer, county and township
planning commissions will have six public
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discussions of the General Plan, all held in the
county government building. To do your own
reading, and to find a schedule of meetings,
please find a link to the county’s website at:

http://www.pwpds.slco.org/zoning/html/
generalplans/wbplan.htm.

You can submit comments by mail, through the
County website, orin personby attending oneof the
remaining public meetings. Come and make your
voice heard on thisimportantissue. The estimated

half million new residents on the West Bench
will affect your community and your well-being.

SCHEDULED MEETINGS:

Sept. 12 at 9 am - Salt Lake County Planning
Board.

Sept. 14 at 4 pm — Magna Planning Board,
Sept. 20 at 9 am — Copperton Planning Board

A Trail of Two Counties

By Lisa Smith, SOC Executive Director

It seems as if Salt Lake County is standing at the middle
of a trail. Looking back, one can see decades of poor
planning for public access to the foothills along the east
side of the Salt Lake Valley. The County is struggling to
provide adequate access for the thousands of residents
and recreationists who seek a reprieve from the hustle
and bustle of city life on the public land that lies above
the shores of our famous Lake Bonneville.

Looking forward and across the valley, the County
is stepping off into regions unknown with a new
West Bench Development Plan for over 74,000 acres
of developable land owned by Kennecott Lands. This
area comprises over 53% of all developable property
within Salt Lake County making it the Nation’s largest
privately held piece of property next to an urban area.
Imagine, 117 square miles of land that has, for the most
part, escaped development and is preparing for its
new future.

Looking east, a non-stop game of catch up as years
of development have gobbled up nearly all foothill
property; looking west, a fresh start, one that hopes to
link open space and trail access to quality of life for its
residents and the greater community.

Nothing juxtaposes the situations more starkly than
a trip | made recently to the County Complex. I was
there to attend two separate meetings, one downstairs
and one upstairs, one East Bench and one West Bench.

The East Bench meeting was a County Council
meeting to discuss the proposed Emigration Canyon
Trails Master Plan. While many residents of the canyon
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were fighting for continued and extended access to
public lands within the canyon, several local residents
voiced their concerns about negative aspects of trails
in communities. Their concerns included: crime, fire,
traffic and a general NIMBY view of public access.

AsImoved upstairs to the West Bench Development
Plan meeting, I was somewhat surprised at the
difference in tone and opinion. Here, representatives
from both Kennecott and Salt Lake County were
touting the benefits that trails have in a community.
They help raise property values, reduce crime and
keep residents healthy. A trail system and open space
can also improve the overall feeling of community
among residents and encourage them to spend time
together — all in dramatic contrast to the claims being
made downstairs.

Ihope that we have learned from our mistakes on the
East Bench. Open space and public access are essential
to any responsible land use masterplan to ensure that
our valley maintains those very things that make it so
wonderful and different from other urban areas. It is a
refreshing change to be involved in a land use plan in
its infancy, where we can do the most good and have
the largest impact for generations to come. May we all
work together to create the best land use plan possible
and may we all breathe sighs of relief as we enjoy all
that our valley has to offer.

For more information on the West
Development Plan, please visit our website:

WWww.saveourcanyons.com
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Eric Spreng,
the Salt Lake store’s
Outreach and Events
coordinator.

From its 1983 arrival in Salt Lake City R.E.L has contributed
funding and other resources
for numerous Utah conservation causes.

Kristen Kenley, the
Sandy store’s
Outreach and Events
coordinator.

R.E.I. Supports Wasatch Recreation

By Gayle Parry, SOC Trustee

heSandy R.E.I.and Sandy City were the sponsors

of the very successful National Trails Day event

that was held on June third. The sponsors put
a tremendous amount of work into this worthwhile
activity. The influence of local recreation businesses
such as R.E.I, Black Diamond, and Patagonia is felt in
all areas of environmental preservation and recovery.
Future SOC newsletters will be featuring some of these
businesses. This issue features Recreational Equipment
Incorporated (R.E.I). R.EIL has an outstanding
environmental ethic that translates into a variety of
programs. Most of us are familiar with some of these
activities; however, you might be surprised at how
far-reaching R.E.I's environmental outreach program
actually is.

R.E.L has been around since 1938. It was started by
eight to ten mountaineers who got together to work
out a way to obtain climbing equipment that was better
and less expensive. Initially known as “the Seattle Co-
op” this small retailer evolved into one of the most
successful recreational equipment stores in the country.
As the business grew, so did its involvement with the
community and the environment. Today, every R.E.L
store has a Community Outreach Coordinator. In our
area, this position is held at the Sandy store by Kristen
Kenley and at the 33rd South store in Salt Lake by Eric
Spreng. These individuals oversee an amazing array
of activities and events.

R.E.I’s first Utah store opened in Salt Lake City in
1983. At the time of the opening, Lone Peak was Utah's
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only designated Wilderness. The 1964 Wilderness Act
had mandated study of other Forest Service lands
for possible inclusion in the Wilderness System. The
Forest Service and local conservation organizations
eventually focused on the creation of wilderness area
designations for the High Uintas, Mt. Olympus, Twin
Peaks, Mt. Timpanogos, Mt. Nebo, Mt. Naomi, Deseret
Peak as well as several wild areas in southern Utah.

Specific language in the proposed enabling
legislation was debated extensively by Utah’s
congressional delegation, the governor’s office, Forest
Service officials, various county commissions, the
public, and extraction industry lobbyists. The Sierra
Club, the Wasatch Mountain Club, the Utah Wilderness
Association, and Save Our Canyons were the major
green groups that participated in the discussions.
The environmental organizations were, as usual,
notoriously low on funds; however, if we wanted
wilderness, we had to send lobbyists to Washington.
R.E.I was as busy helping conservation causes then as
it is now and provided funds for Save Our Canyons’
co-founder, Alexis Kelner, to join other activists in
Washington, D.C. for what turned out to be a very
successful week of lobbying for the wilderness cause.
R.E.L has continued to support environmental causes
in Utah through the years.

Many conservation organizations have benefited
from grants received from R.E.I. Save Our Canyons is
no exception. One of the first grants to SOC from R.E.
I. was for general support of our organization. More
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recently, the new lower section of the Lake Mary Trail

‘at Brighton was constructed with the help of an R.E.L

grant. The grant was given to Save Our Canyons to
help finance the Lake Mary Trail project through the
Forest Service. Another recent grant was given SOC to
study Revised Statute 2477 (RS2477), an old mining law

that was grandfathered in 1976 and being reawakened

to determine rights-of-way on federal lands. This old
law permitted counties to claim ownership of trails and
rough roads that go through national parks, designated
wilderness and study areas as well as monuments,
threatening the protection of our most beautiful public
lands.

You may have noticed that somebody has been
paying attention to your questions and wants as you
have strolled down R.E.IL aisles. The next time you
need ‘some outdoor gear at their stores, look around
you. As you enter, and also at the Customer Service
counter, you will see free environmental newsletters,
notices, brochures and all kinds of community
information. Close by you might spy the Public Lands
Information Center where campground information
and reservations can be made and where a wide range
of information about public and private recreational
land can be obtained. You might be one of those
people who are there to reserve the room R.E.I. makes
available to the public for speakers, meetings, and
general information gatherings. On Tuesday and
Thursday evenings, you may have attended meetings
ranging from “how to” clinics and Utah Avalanche
Forecast Center activities, to how to tune your bike.

Service projects abound under the direction of Eric
Spreng and Kristen Kenley of R.E.I, and care of our
hiking-biking trails figures large in the scheme of things.
National Trails Day is held every year in conjunction
with the Forest Service. R.E.L has been an outstanding
supporter of this activity by enrolling volunteers,
furnishing free food as well as providing free t-shirts to
participants. This year volunteers worked on the Bells
Canyon Trail and partnered with the Mountain Trails
Foundation in Park City to add a connecting stretch
from Park City Resort to the Spiro Trail.

This is only one part of their extensive trail program
that encompasses trails on private as well as public
lands. The emphasis is on getting trails built and
maintained that are non-motorized. One of their trails
on private land is the Spiro Trail in the Park City area.
Recently, R.E.I. sponsored work on the public Pipe
Line Trail in Millcreek Canyon. The trail was widened
to help reduce conflicts between hikers and bikers in
the Elbow Fork area.

Rated high among the store’s service projects is
PEAK, an acronym for Promoting Environmental
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Awareness in Kids. This is a partnership between R.E.L
and Leave No Trace of Boulder, Colorado. PEAK is
designed to teach the seven principles of Leave No Trace
in a fun and interactive way. This primarily involves
elementary schools and youth groups. Field trips and
speakers present the principles and guidelines for low
and no impact outdoor recreation

In the effort to protect the waterways that flow
into Great Salt Lake and to protect the bird migration
corridor, RE.I, The Great Salt Lakekeeper, and Salt
Lake County have organized the Jordan River Clean-
Up. This effort was sparked by a $10,000 grant from
R.EIL There have been two clean-ups so far and there
may be four or five over the year. After the first project,

volunteers pulled an amazing five tons of garbage off

of the banks of the Jordan River! In addition, the Jordan
River’s April Bend is being preserved as an interpretive
space through a partnership with the Bennion Center at
the University of Utah that also involves tree planting
and clean-up days.

Two projects that are being considered for the future
are repairing erosion damage at the Slips Climbing Area
opposite Storm Mountain and work on the Bonneville
Shoreline at Corner Canyon in Draper, a project which
has received a $10,000 grant from REI .

R.EI not only helps to protect the places that its
customers go, but also promotes events. They sponsor
theSaltLake Century Ride, abike road ride thatincludes
as many as 2200 cyclists, and in partnership with the
Utah Rivers Council, R.E.I. backs a Jordan River float
event for kayaks and canoes by providing equipment at
no charge, water safety instruction, and an educational
program to promote a safe and controlled environment
and to present knowledge about threats to rivers.
R.E.L is a leader in showing how successful businesses
can also be green. Our thanks to R.E.IL for helping
to improve the planet through grants and charitable
giving, service projects, youth education, and
sponsorship of community events. ¢

R.E.L’s Sandy store.




Cartoon from: wwuw.griftogden.com

Hot Time
Up North

By Carl Fisher, SOC Issues Coordinator
and Lisa Smith, SOC Executive Director

Utah State Legislature
Bndarses Cold Fution

As the fire season continues to sizzle, things are

really beginning to heat up in the North end of the

Wasatch Front. A proposal to build a new golf course, a

ski resortin Malan’s Basin and a gondola in Ogden has

the support of Ogden City’s Mayor Matthew Godfrey.

The developer, Chris Peterson, who is the son-in-law

of ski resort mogul Earl Holding, has the entire city

polarized on the issue. Supporters of the plan think

that a ski resort seems to fit well with Ogden’s new

public transit option, a gondola! Just imagine, riding

almost 45 minutes on a gondola through Ogden with

students and business people to the top of a resort.

Ogden’s Vision

Ogden has been seen as a great example of planning
for and providing public access to the foothills and
mountains that surround an urban area. All along the
benches, there is public access to miles of open space
and natural landscape. Ogden was even cited in Sunset
magazine as one of the “West’s Best Places to Live: Best
Access to the Outdoors.” This new proposal threatens
this very idea that makes Ogden so magnificent.
Soon, citizens could be shut out and re-routed
around multi-million dollar homes and a redesigned
golf course as Peterson’s new private community
is constructed on the old public golf course. The
beautiful view may very soon morph into large steel
gondola towers, cables, and docking stations snaking
their way down Ogden’s quiet city streets and up to a
brand new ski resort in the backdrop of the Wasatch.

Proposal

For this project to begin, Peterson will have to buy
Mt. Ogden’s public golf course (115 acres), 60 acres
of adjacent undeveloped land and approximately 150
acres of Weber State University’s campus. In order
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Dgdan-'Seber Chamiber
Enddorses Peéterson’s Project

for the City of Ogden to move ahead with the sale,
the city council will need to hold public hearings and
amend its general plan. Were the land to be obtained,
the area would need to be redesigned in order to
accommodate the proposed 400 homes, which would
generate the money needed to construct the gondola.
The redesigned golf course would be located farther
up the mountainside on terrain that is currently on
slopes exceeding of 30°. Consequently the homes
would displace and block access to the area’s trails,
including the Bonneville Shoreline, which would
then be rerouted through the housing development.

In addition to the approval needed from the City,
Peterson would also need permission from the Board
of Regents to purchase property from Weber State
University. He is promising WSU upwards of 1000
new students, $1 million from the land sale and $9
million potential from new students. The proposal
also would make Weber State the only school in the
world connected directly to a ski resort, which might
be its saving grace. The only downside the city can
see with this project is “worse grades perhaps!”

The final step would include a brand
new ski resort, accessible only by gondola.

The gondola is the last, and most absurd, part
of this proposal. The city would maintain its part
of the gondola that would be funded by the selling
of the aforementioned land to Chris Peterson. It
would act as a mode of public transportation, in
place of other suggested alternatives for the area (i.e.
streetcars or bus rapid-transit). The other leg of the
gondola would be placed upon the parcel of land that
would be purchased from Weber State University,
being funded by the revenue generated by the new
homes, and access the ski resort in Malan’s Basin.

The new ski resort would not only disrupt wildlife
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habitat and recreation, it would also encourage further
development up the west side of Mt. Ogden, forever
scarring the area and viewshed. The details of the
proposal are still a mystery. The initial idea was to

connect Ogden with Snowbasin via the gondola, but
Snowbasin has been very stern in their opposition to
this proposal. This would also require access across
public land managed by the Forest Service and

The Good, the Bad, the Ugly,
the Worrisome, and the Excellent!

GOOD. In our last newsletter there was a detailed
interview about SOC'’s involvement with the
controversy surrounding plans by the Federal
Aviation Administration to alter approach routes to
the Salt Lake International Airport in such a way as to
have incoming air traffic flying not far above Wasatch
Wilderness Areas and commercial ski resorts.

There are heroes of this fight that need special
recognition. Of special note among these are Laura
McIndoe and former mayor Bill Levitt of the Town
of Alta. Also among them are Representatives Jim
Matheson and Rob Bishop, the Friends of Alta, Alta Ski
Lifts, Snowbird, Salt Lake County, Ski Utah, Sundance
Resort, the Utah Travel Council, the Salt Lake City
Department of Airports as well as Delta and Northwest
Airlines. SOC is proud of the work it did in developing
this extraordinary alliance.

GOOD. The new Secretary of the Interior and former
Idaho Governor, Dirk Kempthorne has said, “When
there is a conflict between conserving resources [in
National Parks] unimpaired for future generations
and the use of those resources, conservation will be
predominant.” The statement might signal a change
in much deplored recent policy decisions emphasizing
recreation and ATV /snowmobile use in the parks.

GOOD. The Town of Alta and the Forest Service are
offering free weekend shuttle service to transport
visitors from the end of the paved highway up into
Albion Basin. This is a forward-looking and entirely
appropriate move that will help reduce the mounting
watershed damage caused by many hundreds of private
cars trying to get up into the Basin on weekends. In
the long run fewer private vehicles will lead to more
protection and better sharing of this glorious area.
Hats off to Alta!

WORRISOME. Under prodding by Salt Lake County,
Snowbird Resort recently updated its decades-old
Master Development Plan. The new plan calls for
adding 2185 new housing units to the present 904 for a
total of 3089. These would be located on land owned
by Snowbird at the base of the mountain. Locating
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them at the base is good and the new number is far
smaller than the grandiose figures discussed some 30
years ago. Further, these are just plans — not building
permits. Still, if you worry about urbanization of the
Wasatch canyons this plan is worrisome.

BAD. The impending give-away of federal lands in
Washington County here in Utah. This deal makes the
infamous land deal giving Snowbasin 1378 acres of
federal land look like very small potatoes.indeed.

EXCELLENT! Dan Schroeder and the Ogden Group
of the Utah Chapter of the Sierra Club managed
what, in SOC’s experience, has proven to be almost
impossible. They launched a successful appeal of
the Ogden Ranger District Travel Plan, which gave
undue scope to motorized recreation in the Wasatch-
Cache National Forest and prompted Faye Krueger,
the Forest Supervisor, to require reconsideration of this
outrageous plan with a new round of public comment
and appeals. Kudos to Dan and Faye!

UGLY. Here is a picture of a new monster house being
built near Silver Lake at Brighton. When will Salt Lake
County be able to call a halt to such development in
the Wasatch Canyons?

v m')}'xg'f?;
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A Catholic Spirit of Environmentalism

by Fr. Rick Sherman

This article by Fr. Rick Sherman is part of a Save Our Canyons sponsored series of essays
from the clergy of many diverse religions
describing their philosophies concerning the natural world.

The Catholic teachings on our need to care for God’s
creation are most directly addressed and understood
within the context of Catholic Social Teaching, which
is largely driven by our sense of moral theology.
Catholic social teaching is predicated on the biblical
notion of justice, which is ‘right relationship’: right
relationship with God, with each other, and with all
the rest of creation. Our sense of justice comes out of
our covenant relationship with God who is all loving
and always faithful and whom we must love above all
things. Biblical justice calls us into the highest form
of relationship with God, each other and all the rest
of creation. (Biblical justice is different than contract
justice, which usually holds each party to a minimal
standard of performance which if not met severs the
contract. Biblical justice is bigger than distributive
justice where each person is given their due share of
resources to survive). Caring for God’s creation is
one of eight major themes of Catholic social teaching.
These themes can be further explored in some of the
books or websites listed under “Who We Are” and
SOC Newsletter on our web site.

The central theological theme of Catholicism is to
build up the Kingdom of God by becoming one body,
one spirit in Christ with all of God’s children. We are
all essentially connected. That easily expands to all of
God'’s creatures/ creation. Building up the Kingdom is
actually rediscovering the Divine order and harmony of
creation and aligning ourselves to God’s Plan or God's
‘flow’ as it'were. God'’s Plan is most fully revealed
through the teachings, life, death and resurrection of
Jesus Christ. God also reveals Himself to us through
our guided study of the physical and social sciences,
the arts, our intuitions and sometimes our common
sense. ’ ‘

When God was creating the world, as depicted in the
Book of Genesis, he periodically looked back on what
He had done and pronounced, “it was good.” This
implies a certain order, harmony and complementarity
which were inherently good and necessary. When
humans were given dominion over creation they were
assigned as stewards and caretakers. They could
modify, but only in a constructive, sustainable way,
to cultivate responsibly. Real stewardship requires an

12 —Save Qur Canyons, Summer, 2006

extraordinary level of mindfulness and sensitivity.

One of the surest signs that we are not following
the Plan and order of God is that we have pushed the
natural world beyond its natural carrying capacity.
This is perhaps best illustrated by the large number of
species, which have gone extinct in the past 200 years,
presumably by other than natural causes. Part of the
Plan is that humans are to restore the world to the
Divine order with the help of Divine grace. We do this
when we willingly subordinate our will to God’s will
and God’s Plan. The more we divest of our human
will (and all the accompanying distortion) and replace
it with God’s will, the more we realize the natural flow
and harmony of God’s design. We realize that the
major impediments to harmony of all kinds are Pride,
Greed Anger, Envy, Lust, Gluttony and Sloth (the Seven
Deadly Sins) and their derivatives.

From a Catholic perspective, we need the Divine
grace that comes most powerfully through the
sacraments to overcome these Deadly Sins. Sacrament
is about transformation at the deepest level of soul
and necessary since human intellect and volition have
always proven inadequate for changing hearts and
behavior. Some moderns might cringe at the word
“sin”; however, most people would probably agree
that the “phenomena” of Greed, Envy, and Gluttony (to
mention the most obvious sins) drastically contribute
to environmental devastation. To overcome or even
temper these inclinations (which are only exacerbated
by much of consumer marketing) we need a profound
sense of transcendence and a covenant relationship with
God, each other, and all of creation.

Much of the preceding is at significant odds with
the mores of modern western culture, which is so
largely predicated on individual rights, freedom of
expression and privacy. Any restriction on how we
consume, recreate or treat our bodies is considered
a grievous offense. Inevitably we live in a society of
profound ambiguity. For instance, many people are
passionate (and rightly so in my opinion) about not
altering the natural flow of America’s wild and scenic
rivers. On the other hand, many of the same people are
almost dismissive of the impact of altering the natural
flow of a woman’s menstrual cycle with artificial
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contraceptives.

Part of the contention with rivers is that we cannot
know the full impact of such large-scale alterations of
nature. We may not know for decades the true extent
of damage we have done to riparian systems and
surrounding life communities. We should approach
such tampering only with a great humility and respect
for the grand mystery which is our natural world.
Everything is connected in a more elaborate web than
what we might initially suspect. Certainly women and
men are at least as complex and mysterious as river
systems. It seems reasonable that we approach human
complexity and mystery with as much sensitivity
and humility as we would a wild river. Issues of
intimacy and human sexuality are essential to the
Catholic understanding of right relationship and a

Association.

true environmental spirit; however, that is a subject for
another essay.

Much is debated about the origin of humans and
their connections with the rest of the natural world.
It is widely held that we somehow flow out of this
natural rhythm and order of life (evolution). Catholics
wonder whether we can alter our own bodies and not
expect it to affect our relationship with the order of the
world out of which we flow.

Catholics believe that God’s Plan and order for us
is most accurately revealed to us in the Bible. Catholic
social teaching provides a sort of middle language to
help apply the biblical messages to the issues of our
modern times. ¢

A bibliography for this article can be found on SOC’s website.

Fr. Rick Sherman is the pastor of St. Pius X Catholic Church in Moab (and St. Joseph’s
in Monticello). He was ordained to the Catholic priesthood at the Cathedral of the
Madeline in Salt Lake City in May of 2000 and has served in Ogden, Park City and
various mission parishes throughout the state of Utah prior to moving to Moab in 2004.
He holds a BS in Finance from Arizona State University, an MA in Theology and a
Masters of Divinity from Mt. Angel Seminary in Oregon. Prior to being a priest Fr.
Rick served in the U.S. Air Force, worked in banking for several years, taught school
briefly and worked in factories. He grew up in lIowa and has lived in Arizona and
Wyoming prior to moving to Utah in 1985. He has been an avid supporter of preserving
wilderness in Utah and around the country and has in the past volunteered extensively
with the High Uintahs Preservation Council and its predecessor, the Utah Wilderness
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Hi Save Our Canyons Volunteers:

You can still participate in SOC’s Adopt-a-Highway
program on its last work party of 2006 on Sunday,
September 17, helping to keep Big Cottonwood Canyon
CeE cleaned up the way you like to have it.

{5 Meet at 8:30am at the Big Cottonwood Canyon Park and
‘It Ride; wear long sleeves/pants & sturdy boots; bring work
gloves, sunscreen, sunglasses, water, etc.

After bagels & juice, we’ll head up the canyon to work
on Miles 8-10 from 9am until noon (or earlier).

Come join us & enjoy the great scenery & company!
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John Worlock

Forest Service
Embattled

by John Worlock, SOC Trustee

Just about a century ago, when the United States
Forest Service was established, its founding Chief
Forester, Gifford Pinchot, declared that its purpose was
to manage the forests so as “to provide the greatest
amount of good for the greatest amount of people in
the long run.” As you can read at the entrance sign
to any of the local Forests, you are entering a land of
multiple uses. This idea was officially promulgated
in the Multiple-Use Sustained Yield Act of 1960,
specifying that the forests were to be “administered for
outdoor recreation, range, timber, watershed, wildlife
and fish....”

The Forest Service was thus put in the position of
the middleman, the pressure point for the competing
interests that would like to emphasize one or another
of these purposes. And competition has been fierce
and sustained.

But this story is not about environmentalists
fighting timber or cattle interests. It is, in fact, about
environmentalists fighting outdoor recreation. That
sounds strange until we explain that the enemy is
motorized recreation.

The battleground is the Ogden District of the
Wasatch Cache National Forest. Just this spring, the
Ogden District put out its new Travel Plan, meant
to regulate the use of motorized vehicles within the
district. The plan came with maps, and specifies which
trails and routes are permitted, and which are not,
to which types of vehicle and at what times of year.
Restrictions are meant to protect sensitive wildlife and
watershed, to minimize erosion, damage to wetlands,
and the spread of invasive species. Furthermore, it is
explicitly stated that a route not positively authorized
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is off limits to such vehicles.

The new Travel Plan made comforting reading,
but only to the unwary and the overly trusting.
Local environmentalists, having had experience with
the Forest Service, studied the consequences of the
proposed Travel Plan for the actual inhabitants and
the territory of the Ogden District. Then the Sierra
Club, together with the Wild Utah Project, the Western
Wildlife Conservancy, and the Citizens’ Committee
to Save Our Canyons, filed a detailed appeal to the
District Ranger’s decision.

Detailed? Yes, indeed. 45 single-spaced, carefully
organized pages. But very briefly, the appellants
wish the Forest Service to modify the Travel Plan as it
favors motorized recreation at the expense of wildlife,
watersheds, and those who take their outdoor recreation
quietly. The Plan is also said to violate several federal
laws including the National Environmental Protection
Act.

To our surprise and pleasure, the supervisor of the
Wasatch Cache National Forest has responded to the
appeal by setting aside the 2006 Travel Plan for the
Ogden District. This was especially good news, as the
Forest Service doesn’t often normally discipline itself,
and appellants are often required to carry their cases
into federal court in order to get fair hearings.

This article was first aired on KRCL's Wasatch

Environmental Update program heard at 90.9 FM Tuesdays
at 4:30 p.m.
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Last Trail Day of The Season

Save Our Canyons’ last Trail Day of the season will be held on September 9, 2006. We will be
' working in the Silver Lake area of Brighton.

Meet at 8:00 A.M. at the Park and Ride lot at the mouth of Big Cottonwood Canyon. From
there, we will carpool to Brighton.

WEAR: long pants and shirt (SOC tee-shirt if you have one), heavy boots, sturdy work gloves.
BRING: pack, possibly a lunch, snack, sunscreen, bug repellent, at least 2 gts. of water, extra
warm shirt, rain gear if appropriate.

A pizza party will be held at the Wasatch Mountain Club’s lodge after this day of trail work.

If you plan to come, e-mail Gayle Parry at gwparry@comcast.net or call the SOC office at 801-
363-7283. Please leave a number or e-mail address where you can be reached.

We Hope to See You at the Park-And-Ride.

It’s not too early to
appeal to the heavens
for snow.

The Ullr Ball
A Benefit for Save Cur
Canyons

Fall 2006
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Check These
Indisensable Save Our Canyons Amenities

Save Our Canyons Web Page

www.saveourcanyons.org

Save Our Canyons e-Store

Visit the SOC website to browse

Almost a year in the making,

the SOC website has a fresh layout

and design
with some great new features,
such as the organization’s
electronic merchandising site

and an archival search feature.

Check it out today!

Citizens’ Committee to Save Our Canyons
P.O. Box 112017
Salt Lake City, Utah 84147

SPECIAL SOC
EVENTS

TRAIL WORK PARTY
Saturday, September 9

ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY
WORK PARTY

Sunday, September 17
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— and to purchase -
important canyons related merchandise
such as SOC caps and T-shirts,

Heli-free Wasatch caps and bumper stickers,
the CD-ROM Cyberflora—plants of the Wasatch,
limited copies of A. Kelner’s out-of-print book

Skiing in Utah—-A History,

and Leia Bell’s silk screened poster advertising

the 40th anniversary of the Wilderness Act.
Other historical SOC materials also available.
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