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A Ven Successful 2006 National Trails Dav

About sixty enthusiastic trail workers representing several groups incluld

ing SOC upgraded the first half mile of the Bells Canyon trail

photo below
SOC's formal trails maintenance program will commence in June and con

tinue through September See details on page 8
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President's Message

SPRING THAW

Spring It's here We were startled as we are every

year by the February snowdrops The crocuses and

daffodils told us to get ready and now the glacier lilies

the arrow-leaf balsamroot and the springbeauties are

blooming in the foothills above Salt Lake City Grab an

orange a canteen of water a piece of cheese and a few

crackers and get up there It's the perfect time for some

foothill hikes where you will meet friends say Hi to

an enthusiastic dog and lean back in the grass to relish

views of Salt Lake Valley as it greens up
echo thisannual reemergencQ-Qf

life and sun there seems to be an encouraging
thaw in the political climate at least for

environmentalists Some of these political omens
are almost unbelievable Were you left gasping
when Interior Secretary nominee Dirk Kempthorne
said he opposes Bush's plan to cut the federal

deficit by selling BLM property This is all the

more surprising coming from a man whom critics

have described as Gale Norton in pants Can

you hear the spring thaw beginning to trickle

down there under the snow
The changing weather has also been heralded by

US District Judge Donald Molloy of Missoula when he

issued an injunction against three Bush administration

rules that limited the public's ability to participate in

US Forest Service decisions another crumbling of

apa Eing environmental policies coming from the Bush

administration

The rustles of spring are audible In Salt Lake

County government as well The County Council

supported SOC's objection to a requested rezoning

that would have put a trophy home on an open hillside

near the mouth of Little Cottonwood Canyon They
didn't grant the request Another harbinger of warmer

weather and perhaps a tiptoe through the tulips has

been outgoing Republican Salt Lake County Council

chairman Cort Ashton's suggestion that dwindling

county open space be preserved by purchase through

bonding He mentioned a figure of 20 million-for

green-space preservation in the foothills and Jordan

River bottomland Will wonders never cease If this

crunch of ice breaki g 4p ut give yo

nothing will

And then consider Governor Huntsman vetoed

H1350 which would have required impossible posting

of bonds by citizens seeking court challenges of federal

state and local governmental planning decisions The

LDS church has joined the opponents of disposing of

nuclear waste in Utah and Nevada Salt Lake County

is weighing the possibility of abandoning its RS2477

highway claims thereby closing a wilderness-busting

loophole provided by a Civil War era law Ice is

breaking up on the Yukon

The bleak midwinter of environmental discontent

seems to be passing at least there is nourishment

for us optimists The political pendulum begins it

ponderous swing back toward the center As Shelley

said If winter comes can spring be far behind
Thanks for the quaint optimism Percy Bysshe

Gale Dick
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David SOC was crucial The FAA was keeping it

under wraps the Salt Lake airport management
hadn't even seen the study and it's not clear to me
they the manaagement would have made much
publicity over it anyway SOC got it onto television
into radio shows and in print very quickly I drew up
the first widely available map of the planned changes
and we distributed that to community councils and
media

How did you see SOC's role in other words what
did you and the others think would be the most
successful strategy
David Our role was to make it an important public
issue Without our involvement Salt Lake City and

especially airport management would still have

objected but only to the East Downwind not to

the South East Corner Post It's the SE Corner Post
that would have routed aircraft over the Wasatch
Wildernesses and ski resorts And it probably
wouldn't have been quite such a high-profile
issue without SOC's early involvement We made
Congressman Matheson Salt Lake City Salt Lake

County the ski resorts the Town of Alta and many
other political jurisdictions aware of the SE corner

post problem and of the entire plan very early in the

process which helped them respond more effectively

Tim Campbell the Salt Lake Airport manager at that
time was in the news a lot How did he influence
the outcome
David Tim Campbell was self-motivated serving the

Airport and Salt Lake City's concerns I think SOC
helped him by raising public awareness and directing
technical questions especially those on safety to

him instead of allowing the FAA to speak as the sole

authority

What prompted the FANs decision to do an
Environmental Impact Statement Public clamor
David The MITRE study made no mention of any
environmental concerns and had a timetable that
called for immediate implementation November
2002 As the FAA controllers tell the story at some
point they went to an environmental impact training
session in Kansas City and from the information

learned there they concluded they would have to

do an Environmental Impact Statement EIS This

was some time after the initial clamor and the initial

public briefing I think by the public session at the

Marriott they had decided an EIS would be done
My take SOC's actions and subsequent publicity
forced the FAA to realize early on that an EIS would

4 Save Our Canyons Spring 2006

be needed They would have come to that conclusion

anyway eventually though they might have tried

to go further without it first which would have cost
them

What was the MITRE study and where was it in the
timeline of events

David The MITRE study modeled several different

airspace designs in order to contrast their efficiency

basically flight delay times under various

assumptions of how much air traffic there would be
in 2013 and how it would be distributed throughout
the day It was our first warning that the proposed
changes were being considered The study was
strongly biased towards showing a need for the

proposed changes

How do you rate the FANs actions in terms of

transparency good intentions willingness to work
with the public etc

David Some FAA personnel were secretive and

placed their agendas above the public's interest
The FAA as a bureaucracy has been secretive and

unwilling to provide much informatiori Sorii
personnel especially among the air traffic controllers
and more so after it became clear that the local public
could influence the process have-been willingto z

consider public concerns and study ideas that might
work for all stakeholders

You had once stated that FAA operatives were

driving wedges making a sales job of the airspace

redesign that it was unprofessional behavior Can
you elaborate

David The MITRE study was a biased piece of work
a sales job At one point FAA personnel met with

the Salt Lake Tribune editorial board and reporters
and together produced an article and editorial which
included deceptions and errors aimed at making
the FAA plan appear necessary One FAA operative
in particular made an effort to present the public

controversy as a conflict between east bench and west
side residents That made little sense since the East

Downwind would actually put air traffic over the

most densely populated and lowest income areas in

Salt Lake County It was basically a maximum-impact
alternative

Do you feel the FAA attempted any deception
withholding important information

David Some FAA staff members were very unhappy

www saveourcanyons org
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Apparently the local FAA staff attitude began to

change as the opposition to the air space redesign
became more intense

David In 2004 1 had a breakfast meeting with two

local FAA air traffic control managers to discuss the

re-design Both FAA managers seemed very open
to public input and very aware of their position as

public servants rather than technocrats They were
interested in communicating clearly to the public
what the situation was and what the options were
It became obvious that they lacked the wherewithal

to do it or hadn't given it higher priority earlier but

now realized it was necessary Most importantly I

heard no talk of efficiency or delays as reasons

for this plan Their focus was entirely on safety where

it should be If safety could be had without flying
aircraft over the Wildernesses which I'm sure is

possible then they were willing to accept some less

than-standard air routes They acknowledged that

traffic pattern forecasting was important and hadn't

been well done They had read SOC's comments
and clearly took them seriously They also seemed

willing to work with us All in all I figured we could

work with these guys and make something good

happen I would have like to see a compromise plan

implemented However FAA bureaucrats in Seattle

may have a different-plant

In the recent Tribune article about the status of the

Draft Environmental Impact Statement the FAA
appeared coy not being willing to be forthcoming
as to whether or not the DEIS will be completed
what do you think the FAA is going to do

David No idea They're short of funds and the

uncertainty is very high If Utah wants to do

something about its airspace the impetus will have

to come from the locals SOC the Airport the

businesses the public and the Utah delegation I

don't think the FAA is going to do much anytime
soon It's an opportunity really but not one SOC has

the wherewithal to take on

What tactical and strategic lessons did you and

others learn from this experience

David Find out what's going on at the earliest

possible date Models and forecasts are frequently

very poorly done but since nobody understands

them they can be used as bludgeons Find an analyst
and dissect the analytic stuff immediately With
that in hand line up all the interested parties that
takes lots of footwork and media work devise a

counterproposal something you can use to work

6 Save Our Canyons Spring 2006

towards a compromise By that point the process
becomes largely political not technical The technical

information is very important but too often the

analysis ignores or overrules the actual needs that it's

supposed to serve

Any other lessons learned

David That working together with those who have
similar interests can be very effective even if some
of the collaborators were previously our adversaries
such as Alta and Snowbird

Is the FAA air space re-design dead

David Definitely not it will reappear in some form
in the future I would welcome it sooner rather than

later really gradual smaller change's arelikely to

be cheaper more effective and more responsive to

local needs than grand plans would be The airspace

design could use some work but it needs to be done
with local input

Lit 0 him fit V

4 k ThIAL

G FA fi f 1v

VM N 0f 4 t

1h3har

Consult the Save Our Canyons websitefor a higher resolution

map of the FAA's proposedflight corridors

www saveourcanyons org
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Save Our Canyons Enters

Fifth Year of Trail Maintenance

Wasatch Mountain trail work creates more good looking fit popular and healthy people
than any other trail program in the US or Canada

Don't be left out

By Gayle Parry
SOC's Volunteer Coordinator and Trustee

S ave Our Canyons Wilderness Volunteers can be

proud of their achievements over the past five

years We have worked hard maintaining trails and

cleaning up campsites in Mill Creek Big Cottonwood
and Little Cottonwood Canyons as well as mountain
front Deaf Smith Canyon This year promises to be

another great year for our trail volunteers

On May 9 trail representatives from SOC and
the Wasatch Mountain Club met with the Forest

Service-to discuss the upcoming trail season It soon
became apparent that this year is one of change and

transition

Sean Wetterberg who headed the Wilderness

Backcountry-prograrn has been transferred to-Seattle

where he is heading up the Mt Baker Snoqualmie
National Forest as the Program Manager for Winter

Sports He will be overseeing four downhill ski areas

cross-country ski areas and the Northwest Avalanche
Forecast Center In Sean's place until a permanent

replacement is found is Backcountry Ranger Andy
Smith Andy has worked on the Kamas Ranger
District in trails and wilderness and was recently
transferred to the Salt Lake Ranger District Office of

the Forest Service

Former Backcountry Rangers Greg Hilbig and

Joelle Dickson also moved on to other jobs although
both say they will be back as volunteers whenever

possible

Jeff Peruznick of Volunteers For Outdoor Utah

who is also a Forest Service employee as well as

Shaunnee Ericksen who worked with us last year
will be taking the places of Joelle and Greg

We look forward to working with Andy Jeff and

Shaunnee this summer
Our trail season this year commenced with with

SOC and the Wasatch Mountain Club taking part in

National Trails Day activities in Bells Canyon on June
3rd

8Save Our Canyons Spring 2006

This event was an opportunity not only to

rehabilitate a popular trail but also to gain
trail training from Bob Piscopo one of the most

knowledgeable trail building and maintenance

supervisors around Bob is currently Trails Supervisor
for the Salt Lake District supervising 447 miles of

recognized FS of trails

Doing trail work on National Trails Day is not a

prerequisite for working with Save Our Canyons on
the trails this summer

The work involved in maintaining 4 hiking trail

seems at first like a no-brainer Get a shovel a rake a

pair of loppers and a pick and go to it Not so The

average person would be surprised at the science and

strategy that goes into trail building and maintaining
a trail

The Save Our Canyons'Trail Volunteers will

meet the second Saturday of June July August and

September at 800 am at the Big Cottonwood Park

and Ride where we will carpool to our destination

That's June 10th July 8th August 12th and

September 9th On our first official SOC Trail Day
we will be working on the Mount Olympus Trail

The destination for the next Trail Day has not been

decided but it will be posted on the SOC Web Site

at www saveourcanyons org when we find out The
third and fourth Trail Days will probably be spent

finishing up on the lower Lake Mary Trail that we
rerouted last year

Bring
Lunch and snack 2 qts waterwarm shirt

backpack working gloves rain gear if appropriate
and sunscreen

Wear

Long pants long sleeved shirt work or hiking
boots

We need volunteers of all ability levels Some will

do the heavy work while others will be doing lighter

www saveourcanyons org
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THEGREAT THEGoOD THEBAD AND THE UGLY

GREAT Interior Secretary Gayle Norton resigned

in March 2006 The Defenders of Wildlife met the

announcement with a two-word statement from its

president Rodger
Schlickeisen

Good riddance

SUWKs Scott

Groene said that

her record deserves

two thumbs

down She

oversaw a huge

increase in oil and

gas development

in the Rocky
Mountain west

and conspired

with former Utah

Governor Leavitt to

block wilderness legislation through the use of RS2477

GOOD Dirk Kempthorne of Idaho has been nominated to

be the next Interior secretary That in itself may not be so

good s4ce his environmental recbrd as Idaho's goveffior

has been called abysmal But get a load of this During

his Senate confirmation hearing the nominee came out

against the administration's plan to sell federal land to help

balance the budget Rats abandoning the sinking ship

GOOD It appears that there might be better than a 5-4

majority of Salt Lake County Council members who favor

open-space preservation by raising funds for this purpose

via bonding if county voters approve This is great

news at the right time County Council Republican Mark

Crockett said I tan think of few better ways to invest in

our future Yes Yes

GOOD Excellent news to report to trails advocates

across the state State Representative Ralph Becker

in conjunction with Speaker Curtis was able to insert

250 000 for trails into the appropriations bill that passed

the State Legislature Thanks to our visionary legislators

who made this happen And thanks to the State Parks

Recreation staff who supported the effort as well

BAD Dean Potter of Moab had the effrontery to climb

Delicate Arch in Arches National Park He had to know

that it was off limits but childishly decided to thumb his

nose at the rules We always worry about actions that set

precedents and this is certainly one of them Others like

him will surely follow He claims to have done no harm to

the arch and to have descended using a rope he pulled up

with a string Does anyone know how he secured that rope

for the rappel without some sort of anchor

UGLY Citizens of Ogden are aroused and indignant about

a proposed foothill development that would gobble up a

municipal golf course as well as part of the Weber State

University campus to provide sites for upscale homes

Further up Mt Ogden on privately held land lies the site

of a proposed ski resort which might eventually call for

access over Forest Service land to Snowbasin on the east

side of the Wasatch Is this the necessary way of the future

for the Wasatch front SOC doesn't believe it is nor do a

growing number of residents who value the quality of life

provided by open space on these treasured foothills

UGLY Here is a picture of the long-embattled road at

the mount the Big Cottonwood Canyon This is what

happens when Salt Lake County doesn't enforce its zoning

ordinances SOC tried and failed to stop it

10 Save Our Canyons Spring 2006 www saveourcanyoiisorg
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Salt Lake environmental attorney Joro Walker

wins Wom'en of the Earth award

JORO WALKER Salt Lake

environmental attorney

and long-time pro-bono

lawyer and advisor for SOC
recently won a Women of the

Earth award from the Yves

Rocher Foundation Walker

traveled to Paris to receive the

8000 first prize and attend

an awards ceremony for

recipients from Europe and

North America

It's very inspiring to

see women from all of

these countries working

on similar issues and being

similarly dedicated to

their projects said Joro

an attorney for Western

Resource Advocates

Joro was the one who made possible Save Our

Canyons challenge of the Forest Service's decision

to permit a 50000 sq ft structure on the top of

Hidden Peak in the Snowbird resort Earlier she had

won a SOC case again against the Forest Service

having to do with avalanche

safety at Snowbasin

Joro's work for wild

lands for wildlife habitats

for good air quality and

against the Skull Valley

nuclear waste storage site

has been unflagging and

energetic When the history

of this chapter of Utah's

environmental history is

written Joro will be at

the center of many of the

narratives

Second and third-place

winners are Carol Childress

of Massachusetts and Bonnie

Hoag of New York The

awards program also honors

women in Germany Belgium Spain Canada the

Netherlands France Russia and Sweden

Congratulations Joro and best wishes from your

many devoted friends in Save Our Canyons

appy Birthday Happy Birthday Happy Birthday

T he Trustees Staff and several members of SOC as well as a

few non-members and numerous birds that sing in the trees

every morning wish SOC's President Gale Dick

a happy 80th Birthday

NTPalo
t Ak

M ow M Qv

12 Save Our Canyons Spring 2006 www saveourcanyons org
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Gale Dick praises SOC
members and

volunteers

David Bastian Lisa and Dan Schmidt

greet guests The Shupe sisters infront
who helped with the drawing share a
table with Trindl and Renate Nebeker

Joe and Ann Borgione Dave Fields Mike and Janalee Tobias Eric Spreng

Brittany Retzlaff and Abby Thomas party it up

Volunteers
Sarah Brummel
andAllison
Lisk

At the rear Henry Whiteside and Karol Kumfer share a

table with Rick Reese far right and other SOC members

14 Save Our Canyons Spring 2006 www saveourcanyons org
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Indispe

Check These
sable Save Our Canyons Amenities

Save Our Canyons Web Page

www saveourcanyons org

Almost a year in the making

the SOC website has a fresh layout

and design

with some great new features

such as the organization's

electronic merchandising site

and an archival search feature

Check it out today

CmmNs'CommiTrEE TO SAVE OUR CANYONS

PO Box 112017

Salt Lake City Utah 84147

Save Our Canvons e-Stoqrs

Visit the SOC website to browse

and to purchase

important canyons related merchandise

such as SOC caps and T-shirts

Heli-free Wasatch caps and bumper stickers

the CD-ROM Cyberflora-plants of the Wasatch

limited copies of A Kelner's out-of-print book

Skiing in Utah-A History

and Leia Bell's silk screened poster advertising

the 40th anniversary of the Wilderness Act

Other historical SOC materials also available
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