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R Yery Successiul 2006 Mational Trails Day

About sixty enthusiastic trail workers, representing several groups incluld-
ing SOC, upgraded the first half mile of the Bells Canyon trail
(photo below).

SOC’s formal trails maintenance program will commence in June and con-
tinue through September. See details on page 8.

Photo by Alexis Kelner
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Spring! It’s here. We were startled, as we are every
year, by the February snowdrops. The crocuses and
daffodils told us to get ready; and now the glacier lilies,
the arrow-leaf balsamroot and the springbeauties are
blooming in the foothills above Salt Lake City. Grab an
orange, a canteen of water, a piece of cheese and a few
crackers and get up there. It’s the perfect time for some
foothill hikes where you will meet friends, say Hi to
an enthusiastic dog and lean back in the grass to relish
views of Salt Lake Valley as it greens up.
s----And,as.if to echo.this.annual re-emergence of.
life and sun, there seems to be an encouraging
thaw in the political climate — at least for
environmentalists. Some of these political omens
are almost unbelievable. Were you left gasping
when Interior Secretary nominee Dirk Kempthorne
said he opposes Bush’s plan to cut the federal
deficit by selling BLM property? This is all the
more surprising coming from a man whom critics
have described as “Gale Norton in pants.” Can
you hear the spring thaw beginning to trickle
down there under the snow?

The changing weather has also been heralded by
U.S. District Judge Donald Molloy of Missoula when he
issued an injunction against three Bush administration
rules that limited the public’s ability to participate in
U.S. Forest Service decisions — another crumbling of
apalling environmental policies coming from the Bush
administration ’

The rustles of spring are audible In Salt Lake
County government as well. The County Council
supported SOC’s objection to a requested rezoning

President’s Message

SPRING THAW

that would have put a trophy home on an open hillside
near the mouth of Little Cottonwood Canyon. They
didn’t grant the request. Another harbinger of warmer
weather and, perhaps a tiptoe through the tulips, has
been outgoing Republican Salt Lake County Council
chairman Cort Ashton’s suggestion that dwindling
county open space be preserved by purchase through
bonding. He mentioned a figure of $20 millionfor.
green-space preservation in the foothills and Jordan
River bottomland. Will wonders never cease? If this

crunch of ice breaking up doesn’t give you spring fever,

nothing will.

And then consider: Governor Huntsman vetoed
HB50, which would have required impossible posting
of bonds by citizens seeking court challenges of federal,
state and local governmental planning decisions: The
LDS church has joined the opponents of disposing of
nuclear waste in Utah and Nevada. Salt Lake County
is weighing the possibility of abandoning its RS2477
highway claims thereby closing a wilderness-busting
loophole provided by a Civil War era law. Ice is
breaking up on the Yukon.

The bleak midwinter of environmental discontent
seems to be passing — at least there is nourishment
for us optimists. The political pendulum begins it
ponderous swing back toward the center. As Shelley
said: “If winter comes, can spring be far behind?”

Thanks for the quaint optimism, Percy Bysshe!

— Gale Dick
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— A Success Story —
The FAA Airspace Redesign Threat

Tom Stephens interviews David Witherspoon

about the history and present status of the Federal Aviation
Administration’s ongoing re-design of the airspace above Salt Lake
and adjacent counties. Tom and David are both SOC trustees.

I : ecently the Salt Lake Tribune carried an article

stating that the Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA) had lost interest in its re-design of the airspace
above Salt Lake and adjacent counties, that it was not
moving forward in completing the environmental
impact statement and appeared to be abandoning
this project.

Without one bit of unwarranted boastfulness, Save
Our Canyons volunteers and staff can take a large
measure of credit for the project’s hiatus and hopeful
demise” " "

,  Beginning sometime in 1999 or 2000, the Federal

- Aviation Administration, unbeknownst to the public,

i initiated plans to re-route incoming aircraft in a
pattern that became known as the Four Corner Post

design and the East Downwind configuration. The

: Four Corner Post design would bring incoming
, aircraft directly over the Wasatch Mountains,
skimming over the ski resorts and wilderness areas
" for a final descent into the Salt Lake International
Airport. The East Downwind configuration would
- bring incoming aircraft up the east side of Salt Lake
County as they made their final approach to the Salt
: Lake City airport.
In 2001, Bill King, a businessman with a keen
“interest in botany and a SOC trustee, became aware
of the Federal Aviation Administration’s plan. He
-sent Freedom of Information (FOIA) requests to the
-FAA, asking for all relevant documents. The FAA, in
" violation of federal law, simply stonewalled, ignoring his
request for information. Bill was stymied in his quest
for information until early 2002 when Save Our
Canyons obtained an FAA study done by the MITRE
Corporation. The purpose of the MITRE study was
to model future air traffic so that the FAA could
.justify changing the air traffic patterns over Salt Lake
-and Davis Counties. It was clear that the FAA had
given no thought to the environmental and aesthetic
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consequences that would arise from its actions.

The MITRE study made it clear that the FAA’s plan
to re-route air traffic over the Wasatch would result
in a critical degradation of the tranquility and calm
one experiences when visiting the Wasatch - not to
mention how unhappy all residents east of Redwood
Road would be upon experiencing the roar of jet
aircraft overhead. SOC and its volunteer activists
were aware that their solitary complaints would be
unsuccessful in stopping a rigid bureaucracy and
its battalions of staff lawyers and technical staff
from routing aircraft over the Wasatch. The FAA
had pulled an identical stunt in Phoenix several
years prior and su¢ceeded theéré, irl spite of re51dent 5
complaints and lawsuits.

In addition to Bill, Gavin Noyes (then executive
director of SOC), Lisa Smith (current SOC executive
director) and David Witherspoon (a SOC trustee)
became active in SOC’s initiative to stop the FAA's
airspace re-design. David is a scientist, statistician
and mathematical modeler. They all began the
difficult work of mobilizing public sentiment and
action against the FAA.

How the events unfolded can best be explained by
David Witherspoon, one of these participants. So, in
his own words, here is what he has to say:

When did SOC first hear about the FAA’s plan?

David: I'm not sure, it was so long ago. Our first
word was in the MITRE study, and as soon as we had
a copy of that, I did an interview with KUTV - that
was late spring or early summer, 2002. What was
alarming was that the study had an implementation
date for that fall.

How instrumental was SOC in alerting local
governments to this plan?

Save Our Canyons, Spring, 2006 — 3




— S,

David: SOC was crucial. The FAA was keeping it
under wraps, the Salt Lake airport management
hadn’t even seen the study, and it’s not clear to me
they [the manaagement] would have made much
publicity over it anyway. SOC got it onto television,
into radio shows, and in print very quickly. I drew up
the first widely available map of the planned changes
and we distributed that to community councils and
media.

How did you see SOC’s role — in other words, what
did you and the others think would be the most
successful strategy?

David: Our role was to make it an important public
issue. Without our involvement, Salt Lake City, and
especially airport management, would still have
objected, but only to the East Downwind - not to

the South East Corner Post. It's the SE Corner Post
that would have routed aircraft over the Wasatch
Wildernesses and ski resorts. And it probably
wouldn’t have been quite such a high-profile

issue without SOC’s early involvement. We made
Congressman Matheson, Salt Lake City, Salt Lake
County, the ski resorts, the Town of Alta and many
other political jurisdictions aware of the SE corner
post problem, and of the entire plan, very early in the
process, which helped them respond more effectively.

TOTORE T e e L et

Tim Campbell, the Salt Lake Airport manager at that
time, was in the news a lot. How did he influence
the outcome?

David: Tim Campbell was self-motivated, serving the
Airport and Salt Lake City’s concerns. I think SOC
helped him by raising public awareness and directing
technical questions - especially those on safety - to
him, instead of allowing the FAA to speak as the sole
authority. '

What prompted the FAA’s decision to do an
Environmental Impact Statement? Public clamor?
David: The MITRE study made no mention of any
environmental concerns and had a timetable that
called for immediate implementation (November
2002). As the FAA controllers tell the story, at some
point they went to an environmental impact training
session in Kansas City, and from the information
learned there, they concluded they would have to
do an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). This
was some time after the initial clamor and the initial
public briefing. I think by the public session (at the
Marriott) they had decided an EIS would be done.
My take: SOC’s actions and subsequent publicity
forced the FAA to realize, early on, that an EIS would
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be needed. They would have come to that conclusion
anyway eventually - though they might have tried

to go further without it first, which would have cost
them.

What was the MITRE study and where was it in the
timeline of events?

David: The MITRE study modeled several different
airspace designs in order to contrast their efficiency
(basically, flight delay times) under various
assumptions of how much air traffic there would be
in ~2013 and how it would be distributed throughout
the day. It was our first warning that the proposed
changes were being considered. The study was
strongly biased towards showing a need for the
proposed changes.

How do you rate the FAA’s actions, in terms of
transparency, good intentions, willingness to work
with the public, etc?

David: Some FAA personnel were secretive and
placed their agendas above the public’s interest.

The FAA as a bureaucracy, has been-secretive and
unwilling to provide much information. Some ™
personnel - especially among the air traffic controllers,

and more so after it became clear that the local public

could influence the process, havebeen willing-to « .-
consider public concerns and study ideas that might
work for all stakeholders.

You had once stated that FAA operatives were
driving wedges & making a sales job of the airspace
redesign, that it was unprofessional behavior. Can
you elaborate?

David: The MITRE study was a biased piece of work
—asales job. At one point, FAA personnel met with
the Salt Lake Tribune editorial board and reporters
and together produced an article and editorial which
included deceptions and errors aimed at making

the FAA plan appear necessary. One FAA operative
in particular made an effort to present the public
controversy as a conflict between east bench and west
side residents. That made little sense, since the East
Downwind would actually put air traffic over the
most densely populated and lowest income areas in
Salt Lake County. It was basically a maximum-impact
alternative.

Do you feel the FAA attempted any deception,
withholding important information?

David: Some FAA staff members were very unhappy
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i

pged g el g el g

A A pmie  memd  aa

"

d [ e P~

g A el .

A Pt et M ) ke b e N



that SOC had obtained the MITRE report. When

we requested information by FOIA, not all the
documents that would have fit our requests were
returned - including the MITRE report. Bill King

had submitted an earlier request and been denied a
response for at least a year. Compared with the Forest
Service, the FAA has been very unresponsive to our
FOIA requests.

How do you rate the FAA’s scientific sophistication
in its approach to justify the four corner post plan?

Difficult question. Modeling air traffic is not easy, but
it is at least doable, so that is what the MITRE study
did. Presumably the EIS, if it is ever completed, will
include more of that. However, that level of study

is not sufficient. Forecasting air traffic quantity and
patterns is at least as important, and since this cannot
be done with any reliability, the FAA simply made
assumptions. These assumptions were generally
biased towards worse traffic patterns and higher
traffic than is realistic. So the FAA proposed a drastic
and unnecessary plan. The Salt Lake Airport’s
approach of making modest changes and monitoring
the results over the scale of a few years (instead of
decades) is likely to work much better.

Why do you think-the Air Traffic Controllers union -
supported the FAA’s airspace redesign plan?

David: it’s a top-down policy, from the union’s
federal office. Local controllers had varying opinions
of the Four Corner Post plus East Downwind plan.
Politically, the FAA and the Union are allies, since
some politicians have been trying to privatize the
FAA, which would cause problems for the union.

The FAA was predicting air traffic to grow by 30%
over the next seven to ten years (from 2003). What is
your opinion of this projection?

David: Economic and traffic forecasting is not a
science, hardly even an art. The FAA's forecasting
record shows poor accuracy and an upward bias.
After Sept. 11, the forecasters had to throw all

their models out and start over. Even then, they
made repeated optimistic assumptions about the
financial health of airlines, the chances of war in the
Middle East, the price of oil, and the strength of the
economy. All these assumptions were wrong. The
high uncertainty of the forecasts is probably one of
the reasons the FAA has decided not to push the plan
vigorously. They would find it very difficult to show
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a “Purpose and Need” for the proposal based on . ¢~
traffic forecasts.

Is it true, as stated in a Salt Lake Tribune article,
that “the FAA proposal was developed by the
agency’s Salt Lake City air traffic controllers, who
argued that the west-side corridors were becoming
dangerously crowded”?

David: The FAA was granted congressional funding
for changing airspace designs around the nation,
mostly in the northeast, but also in the northwest
section, which includes Utah. Some of that money
found its way down to Utah, which has an old
airspace design, tailored to fit the local topography
instead of fitting the standard “Four Corner Post
plus Downwind” plan. At this point, the local air
traffic controllers were asked to fit the standard plan
to the local airspace features (military airspace, local
runway configurations, etc.)

How did Delta and pilots feel about the FAA’s
proposal?

David: In early 2004 Delta wrote a letter saying they
didn’t think the redesign was needed at the time.

The commercial pilot unions never made a public
statement. The General Aviation advisory committee
at the Airport opposed the plan. General Aviation

is what the FAA calls private pilots; there is a lot of
private pilot traffic over the east half of Salt Lake

City, where the East Downwind would go.

Do you think there was a watershed event that has
caused the FAA to back off, at least temporarily?

David: It was a combination of factors. The public
opposition, backed by a wide array of businesses and
local governments, made it clear that this was going
to be a very expensive process. Opposition within
the FAA further slowed the process. Then the Federal
budget deficit soared, war broke out, and the FAA's
budget was curtailed. The Local FAA representatives
asked Matheson to pull some funding in for the plan,
but he refused. With that, the project was crippled.

It resurfaced briefly later - just long enough for

the Utah Air Travel Commission to voice their
opposition, followed by a press conference held by
SOC and Snowbird, with the mayors of Salt Lake
County and Alta stating their opposition to the plan.
That iced it.
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Apparently, the local FAA staff attitude began to
change as the opposition to the air space redesign
became more intense.

David: In 2004 I had a breakfast meeting with two
local FAA air traffic control managers to discuss the
re-design. Both FAA managers seemed very open

to public input and very aware of their position as
public servants rather than technocrats. They were
interested in communicating clearly to the public
what the situation was and what the options were.

It became obvious that they lacked the wherewithal
to do it, or hadn’t given it higher priority earlier, but
now realized it was necessary. Most importantly, I
heard no talk of “efficiency” or “delays” as reasons
for this plan. Their focus was entirely on safety, where
it should be. If safety could be had without flying
aircraft over the Wildernesses - which I'm sure is
possible - then they were willing to accept some less-
than-standard air routes. They acknowledged that
traffic pattern forecasting was important and hadn’t
been well done. They had read SOC’s comments

and clearly took them seriously. They also seemed
willing to work with us. All in all - I figured we could
work with these guys and make something good
happen. I would have like to see a compromise plan
implemented. However, FAA bureaucrats in Seattle
may-have a different-planst: o coveees i
In the recent Tribune article about the status of the
Draft Environmental Impact Statement, the FAA
appeared coy, not being willing to be forthcoming
as to whether or not the DEIS will be completed --
what do you think the FAA is going to do?

David: No idea. They're short of funds, and the
uncertainty is very high. If Utah wants to do
something about its airspace, the impetus will have
to come from the locals - SOC, the Airport, the
businesses, the public, and the Utah delegaﬁon. I
don’t think the FAA is going to do much anytime
soon. It's an opportunity, really; but not one SOC has
the wherewithal to take on.

What tactical and strategic lessons did you and
others learn from this experience? ‘

David: Find out what's going on at the earliest
possible date. Models and forecasts are frequently
very poorly done, but since nobody understands

em, they can be used as bludgeons. Find an analyst
and dissect the analytic stuff immediately. With
that in hand, line up all the interested parties (that
takes lots of footwork and media work), devise a
counterproposal, something you can use to work
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towards a compromise. By that point, the process
becomes largely political, not technical. The technical
information is very important, but too often the
analysis ignores or overrules the actual needs that it’s
supposed to serve. L

Any other lessons learned?

David: That working together with those who have
similar interests can be very effective, even if some
of the collaborators were previously our adversaries,
such as Alta and Snowbird. :

Is the FAA air space re-design dead?

David: Definitely not, it will reappear in some form
in the future. I would welcome it sooner rather than
later, really - gradual, smaller changes are likely to
be cheaper, more effective, and more responsive to
local needs than grand plans would be. The airspace
design could use some work, but it needs to be done
with local input. o

Consult the Save Our Canyons website for a higher resolution
map of the FAA’s proposed flight corridors.
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— Another Success Story —
County Highway Claims Spur Coalition Project

ne of the projects that SOC has pursued in recent years
has been to urge Salt Lake County to abandon as many
of its so-called RS2477 highway claims as possible. This
work has been an example of what can happen when all
the resources and strengths we have are brought together
perfectly.

The complicated story in brief:

*  Civil War era legislation was hauled out by
state and county governments so as to block the
possibility of wilderness designation by use of
antique provisions permitting highway right-of-
way claims on federal lands by counties. Code
name: RS 2477.

- OnApril 9, 2003, a secret agreement was made
between the Department of Interior and the State of
Utah and signed by former Secretary Gale Norton

v+ . .and former governor-Mike Leavitt. The agréement’
aimed to facilitate county highway claims on
federal land and was openly supported by cowboy-
caucus types as a way of stalling forever the
possibility of any more wilderness designation in
Utah.

* Alarms went off and enviros began scrambling.
Much was at stake and, although citizens were
obviously stakeholders, they were shut out of
the stealthy process. The initially rumored and
ultimately revealed highway claims in Salt Lake
County could result in watershed and other
resource damage to the Wasatch.

* Some of the highway claims that appeared on maps
were preposterous — among them the trail route to
the upper saddle on Mt. Olympus. A highway?

* SOC, The Wasatch Mountain Club, the Utah
Chapter of the Sierra Club, SUWA, and Trail
Riders of America started meeting regularly and
planning on how to address this problem in Salt
Lake County. Will McCarvill of the Mountain
Club was a key leader in this emerging coalition.

www.saveourcanyons.ory

¢ At this crucial point a worried and active citizen, -
Art Lipson, stepped forward with ideas and
generous donations to help along work on this
project.

e Art’s generosity made it possible to hire a part-time
employee (Parker Scrafford — very good choice) to
work for the coalition gathering up all the data he
could find on land-ownership history, highway and
road construction in the past and present, current
status of the abandoned paths, game trails, as well
as paved highways and access roads to property
that were among the SL County’s claims.

»  All of this information was organized, posted
on the web and presented by the coalition at a
meeting with County Mayor, Peter Corroon, and
the county’s planning and public works staffs. The
county people were happy:to get:this information;ii
and studied it.

* The county has made recommendations, still
being considered, that hold significant promise of
resolving these particular threats to the Wasatch.
Keep your fingers crossed.

This whole three-year project has been a model:
recognition of a major problem by watchdog groups,
excellent and ongoing collaboration among these groups,
the timely arrival of generous financial support from an
informed and committed donor, a receptive county mayor
and council along with good working relations with
county staff, first-rate work by the staff in the offices of the
coalition members.

The moral of this story is that there is a great future for
cooperative work among the environmental organizations
of Utah and great promise in active collaboration with
receptive professionals in local government. We’re
stronger together than apart.
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Save Our Canyons Enters
Fifth Year of Trail Maintenance

Wasatch Mountain trail work creates more good looking, fit, popular, and healthy people
than any other trail program in the U.S. or Canada

Don’t be left out!

By Gayle Parry,

SOC’s Volunteer Coordinator and Trustee.

Save Our Canyons’ Wilderness Volunteers can be
proud of their achievements over the past five
years. We have worked hard maintaining trails and
cleaning up campsites in Mill Creek, Big Cottonwood,
and Little Cottonwood Canyons, as well as mountain-
front Deaf Smith Canyon. This year promises to be
another great year for our trail volunteers.

On May 9, trail representatives from SOC and
the Wasatch Mountain Club met with the Forest
Serviceto discuss the upcoming trail season. It soon
became apparent that this year is one of change and
transition.

Sean Wetterberg, who headed the Wilderness
Backeountry-program, has been transferred to.Seattle
where he is heading up the Mt. Baker Snoqualmie
National Forest as the Program Manager for Winter
Sports. He will be overseeing four downbhill ski areas,
cross-country ski areas and the Northwest Avalanche
Forecast Center. In Sean’s place, until a permanent
replacement is found, is Backcountry Ranger, Andy
Smith. Andy has worked on the Kamas Ranger
District in trails and wilderness and was recently
transferred to the Salt Lake Ranger District Office of
the Forest Service.

Former Backcountry Rangers Greg Hilbig and
Joelle Dickson also moved on to other jobs, although
both say they will be back as volunteers whenever
possible.

Jeff Peruznick of Volunteers For Outdoor Utah
(who is also a Forest Service employee), as well as
Shaunnee Ericksen (who worked with us last year)
will be taking the places of Joelle and Greg.

We look forward to working with Andy, Jeff, and
Shaunnee this summer.

Our trail season this year commenced with with
SOC and the Wasatch Mountain Club taking part in
National Trails Day activities in Bells Canyon on June
3rd.
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This event was an opportunity not only to
rehabilitate a popular trail, but also to gain
trail training from Bob Piscopo, one of the most
knowledgeable trail building and maintenance
supervisors around. Bob is currently Trails Supervisor
for the Salt Lake District, supervising 447 miles of
recognized FS of trails.

Doing trail work on National Trails Day is not a
prerequisite for working with Save Our Canyons on
the trails this summer.

The work involved in maintaining a hiking trail
seems at first like a no-brainer. Get a shovel, a rake, a
pair of loppers, and a pick and go to it. Not so. The
average person would be surprised at the science and
strategy that goes into trail building and mamtammg
a trail.

The Save Our Canyons’ Trail Volunteers will
meet the second Saturday of June, July, August, and
September at 8:00 a.m. at the Big Cottonwood Park
and Ride where we will carpool to our destination.
That’s June 10th, July 8th, August 12th, and
September 9th. On our first official SOC Trail Day,
we will be working on the Mount Olympus Trail.
The destination for the next Trail Day has not been
decided but it will be posted on the SOC Web Site
at www.saveourcanyons.org when we find out. The
third and fourth Trail Days will probably be spent
finishing up on the lower Lake Mary Trail that we
rerouted last year.

Bring:

Lunch and snack, 2 qts. water, warm shirt,
backpack, working gloves, rain gear if appropriate,
and sunscreen.

Wear:

Long pants, long sleeved shirt, work or hiking
boots.

We need volunteers of all ability levels. Some will
do the heavy work while others will be doing lighter

www.saveourcanyons.org
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chores such as clipping back branches.

Contact Gayle Parry at gwparry@comcast.net if

The Forest Service will supply tools, helmets, and you are interested so we can plan our day and you

extra gloves.

PLEASE VOLUNTEER FOR THE SAVE OUR
CANYONS’ TRAIL DAYS!!!

can receive current information through e-mail, - or
if inconvenient, just show up!!!

Bicyclists: Heal Thy Trails

By Gayle Parry, SOC Trustee

By Gayle Parry, SOC Trustee

he rain falls, but still the hardy bicyclist hurdles

down the trail, his eyes shining, as he carves a
groove in the soft mud. As others come after him,
there are several new grooves and the water washes
away the mud that has been churned up. Plants are
flattened and pulled up and soon they also wash
away. In the process and over time, water bars and
check dams that have been laboriously placed in
the trail by the Forest Service to prevent erosion are
destroyed. Later, when the sun is shining, what was
once mud is now dust blowing away in the wind.
You know the story.

We all do some damage to the ecosystem of the
Wasatch as we hike or bike. Realizing that we must
take care not to kill the very atmosphere that we go
to the mountains to enjoy, many hikers, who in some
cases are also bikers, have contributed their time
and energy to repair the damage that we have done
through our trails program.

Recently, in a meeting with the Forest Service, the
discussion turned to the damage done to the trails by

bicycles. It was suggested that Save Our Canyons and
the Wasatch Mountain Club try to organize a team

of bicyclists willing to help maintain the trails where
bikes do the most damage and to help the Forest
Service dismantle illegal bicycle trails. It was thought
that this kind of proactive fight against erosion on the
trails as well as illegal bicycle trail building activity
would do a great deal to improve the bicyclists’ image
with the public and Forest Service while keeping

the mountain environment healthy. SOC supports
bicycles in our canyons gs g legitimate, Canyon yse.~ It

“must be remembered, however, that we recreate in a-

watershed and there is only so much damage that can
be tolerated. Itis time that bicyclists take the lead in
controlling the damage that they help to create, not
only for the benefit of the mountains we love, but also
for the sport we love.

If any of the many bicyclists out there have any
suggestions on this matter, please contact me at:

gwparry @comcast.net

WWW.5aVeourcanyons.org
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THE GREAT, THE GOOD, THE BAD, AND THE UGLY

GREAT: Interior Secretary Gayle Norton resigned

in March, 2006. The Defenders of Wildlife met the
announcement with a two-word statement from its
president, Rodger
Schlickeisen:
“Good riddance.”
SUWA'’s Scott
Groene said that
her record deserves
“two thumbs
down”. She
oversaw a huge
increase in oil and
gas development
in the Rocky
Mountain west

and conspired

with former Utah
Governor Leavitt to
block wilderness legislation through the use of RS2477. -

GOOD: Dirk Kempthorne of Idaho has been nominated to
be the next Interior secretary. That in itself may not be so
good since his environmental record as Idaho’s goverior
has been called “abysmal”. But get a load of this: During
his Senate confirmation hearing the nominee came out
against the administration’s plan to sell federal land to help
balance the budget. Rats abandoning the sinking ship?

GOOD: It appears that there might be better than a 5-4
majority of Salt Lake County Council members who favor
open-space preservation by raising funds for this purpose
via bonding — if county voters approve. This is great
news at the right time. County Council Republican Mark
Crockett said: “I can think of few better ways to invest in
our future.” Yes! Yes!

GOOD: Excellent news to report to trails advocates
across the state: State Representative Ralph Becker,

in conjunction with Speaker Curtis, was able to insert
$250,000 for trails into the appropriations bill that passed
the State Legislature. Thanks to our visionary legislators
who made this happen. And thanks to the State Parks &
Recreation staff who supported the effort as well.

BAD: Dean Potter of Moab had the effrontery to climb

Delicate Arch in Arches National Park. He had to know
that it was off limits but, childishly, decided to thumb his
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nose at the rules. We always worry about actions that set
precedents and this is certainly one of them. Others like
him will surely follow. He claims to have done no harm to

the arch and to have descended using a rope he pulled up
with a string. Does anyone know how he secured that rope
for the rappel without some sort of anchor?

UGLY: Citizens of Ogden are aroused and indignant about
a proposed foothill development that would gobble up a
municipal golf course as-well as part of the Weber-State
University campus to provide sites for upscale homes. -
Further up Mt. Ogden, on privately held land, lies the site
of a proposed ski resort, which might eventually call for
access over Forest Service land to Snowbasin on the east
side of the Wasatch. Is this the necessary way of the future
for the Wasatch front? SOC doesn’t believe it is, nor do a
growing number of residents who value the quality of life
provided by open space on these treasured foothills.

UGLY: Here is a picture of the long-embattled road at
the mount the Big Cottonwood Canyon. This is what
happens when Salt Lake County doesn’t enforce its zoning
ordinances. SOC tried and failed to stop it.

www.saveourcanyons.org




72~

——

SOC AugusTt ACTIVITIES

Bill Gray’s Sixth Annual Botany Hike
August 5,

Our traditional Botany Hike will again be led by Bill Gray.
This year’s outing will be held on August 5, and take more
or less the same route as Bill Parry’s geology hike. There

are some good plants at both ends,.and-the-southwest. . - .~

exposure should ensure good conditions.

Bring lunch, water, rain gear and wind
protection as well as sunscreen.

‘Please sign up for this hike by calling Dave
at 363-SAVE (363-7283) or sending an email to
dave@saveourcanyons.org

Meet at the Park and Ride lot near the big sign at the
mouth of Big Cottonwood Canyon at 9:00 a.m.

Bill Parry’s 2006 Geology Hike
Saturday, August 19, 2006 '

The annual — and by now traditional — Geology Hike
will follow the trail from Alta to the Prince of Wales
mine by way of Grizzly Gulch. covantd dg oi ol

The trail is particularly rich in-mining and-geologic-. .~
history. '

We will see the effects of thrust faulting, normal
faulting, igneous intrusion, metamorphism, and
glaciation.

We will see the historic Emma mine.

We will also see the source and pathways of.drinking
water for the town of Alta and Salt Lake City.

The hike is 2.25 miles long and 1,460 feet of
elevation gain, one way.

Meet at the parking lot at the mouth of Little
Cottonwood Canyon at 9:00 A.M. You will need lunch,
drinking water, and rain gear in case of inclement
weather.

Heli-Skiing Lawsuit Court Date Set

On August 8, 2006 Bill Lockhart will argue SOC’s suit against the Wasatch-Cache and Uintah nation forests
a case in which Wasatch Powderbird Guides has intervened as a co-defendant. SOC is challenging the basis
for the Forest Service’s decision in granting WPG a new five-year permit.

This case will be heard before Federal District Court Judge Ted Stewart.

If you have never attended such a proceeding, do it now. Learn how your federal courts work.

SOC will send those of you on our email alert list a reminder.

To get on the alert list call Dave at 363-7283 or email him at dave@saveourcanyons.org. We don’t pester
and you will get the occasional message on opportunities for participation.

’
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Salt Lake environmental attorney Joro Walker
wins Women of the Earth award

having to do with avalanche
safety at Snowbasin.

Joro’s work for wild
lands, for wildlife habitats,
for good air quality and
against the Skull Valley
nuclear waste storage site
has been unflagging and
energetic. When the history
of this chapter of Utah’s
environmental history is
written, Joro will be at
the center of many of the
narratives.

Second- and third-place
winners are Carol Childress

Joro WALKER, Salt Lake
environmental attorney

and long-time pro-bono
lawyer and advisor for SOC,
recently won a Women of the
Earth award from the Yves
Rocher Foundation. Walker
. traveled to Paris to receive the
$8,000 first prize and attend
an awards ceremony for
recipients from Europe and
North America.

“It's very inspiring to
see women from all of
these countries working
on similar issues and being

| similarly dedicated to T T of Massachusetts and Bonnie
their projects,” said Joro, ' Hoag of New York. The
an attorney for Western awards program also honors
Resource Advocates. women in Germany, Belgium, Spain, Canada, thé '
Joro was the one who made possible Save Our Netherlands, France, Russia and Sweden.
Canyons’ challenge of the Forest Service’s decision Congratulations, Joro and best wishes from your
to permit a 50,000 sq. ft. structure on the top of many devoted friends in Save Our Canyons.

5 Hidden Peak in the Snowbird resort. Earlier she had
won a SOC case, again against the Forest Service

Happy Birthday! Happy Birthday! Happy Birthday!
he Trustees, Staff and several members of SOC, as well as a

few non-members and numerous birds that sing in the trees
every morning, wish SOC’s President Gale Dick
a happy 80th Birthday.
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The spirited music provided by the acoustic quartet Valley Tan helped
make the Lone Peak Celebration a truly gala affair. The performers (I. tor. ):
Daron Shupe, Tara Shupe, James Cherry, and Bill Thomas.

Lone Peak Celebration—A Great Success

n April 21 Save Our Canyons held our Third Annual

Lone Peak Celebration. The event was attended by
just shy of 100 Save Our Canyons members, volunteers,
and friends. This year the celebration took place at The Old
Mill Clubhouse..,
+ The acoustic quartet Valley Tan -provided the music,
Gale Dick gave a short and inspirational speech, and the
SOC staff stepped in as pinch hitters for the auctioneer who
was unable to attend due to a schedule conflict. The Lone

Peak Celebration is a benefit for Save Our Canyons and we

syt feay Tt

took in over $2,000.00 for our work to protect the Wasatch.

Special thanks go to Erik Dewall for once again
providing the fantastic artwork for the posters and
invitations, Valley Tan for providing the music, and Gale
Dick for his faith-promoting words. . .y . i

The following businesses donated auction 1tems for thls
year’s Lone Peak Celebration. Without their support the
evening would not have been possible. Here’s the honor list
of donors:

The Avenues Bistro Desert Edge Pub

Amy Asherman Gibbs Smith Publishing
Bill Parry Green building Center
Black Diamond Havoc Photography
Boulder Mountain Lodge Hotel Monaco

Brewvies Cinema Pub IME

Cactus and Tropicals Ken Sanders Rare Books
Chaco Kings English Books
Cyberflora Mazza

Dancing Crane Studios

WWW.SaVeourcanyons.org

Patagonia Outlet

Peery Hotel Sundance Catalogue
Petzl America Teva

Porcupine Grill The Beer Nut

REI The English Garden
Salt Lake Acting company  The Soap Lady
Sheldon Smith Utah Symphony and
Photography Opera

Snowbird Ski and Utahyaki Pottery
Summer Resort Voilé Equipment Inc.
Sundance Wanderlust Images

Silent auction items

at the annual Lone Peak Celebration.
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Gale Dick praises SOC
members and
volunteers.

David Bastian, Lisa and Dan Schmidt

greet guests.
who helped with the drawing, share a
table with Trindl and Renate Nebeker.
Joe and Ann Borgione, Dave Fields, Mike and Janalee Tobias, Eric Spreng,
Brittany Retzlaff and Abby Thomas party it up.
:..Volunteers:- - -. . -~ -
Sarah Brummel
and Allison
Lisk.

Jessica Charlesworth
enjoys the buffet.

At the rear, Henry Whiteside and Karol Kumfer share a
table with Rick Reese (far right) and other SOC members.
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Howie Garber, Whitney and Carolyn Guild,
Brooke Hopkins, Judy and Chuck Smith smile for

LtoR: Doug Endo, Allison Jones and her
photographerAlexts Kelner.

daughter Kaya, SOC friend, Roger and Julia
Lester. In front: Raquel Eakle and Parker Smith.

Mauritia Stephens, an SOC enthusiast,
Joel Bowne, Emily and Chauncy Hall,
Camille Pierce and Steve Glaser were there
with bells on.

Rick Reese’s high auction bid
won this unique
. .and highly coveted

ski chair for him. Bob Smith, Bill and Gayle Parry, Janet Smith, Elise Erler, Cmdy Crome
Where will he put it? and lel King interrupt conversatwn for. photograph

A toast to the
Lone Peak Wilderness,
Barbar Woody at center.

www.saveourcanyons.org




Check These
Indispensable Save Our Canyons Amenities

| ave Our Canvon eb Page Save Our Canyons e-Store

www.saveourcanyons.org Visit the SOC website to browse
— and to purchase -

Almost a year in the making, important canyons related merchandise

the SOC website has a fresh layout such as SOC caps and T-shirts,
) and design Heli-free Wasatch caps and bumper stickers,
with some great new features, the CD-ROM Cyberflora—plants of the Wasatch,
such as the organization’s limited copies of A. Kelner’s out-of-print book
electronic merchandising site Skiing in Utah—A History,
and an archival search feature. and Leia Bell’s silk screened poster advertising
the 40th anniversary of the Wilderness Act. -
Check it out today! Other historical SOC materials also available.
IH |
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