Citizens’ Committee to Save Our Canyons

Save Our Canyons

is the quarterly publication
of the Citizens’ Committee
to Save Our Canyons

CONTENTS:

President’s Message ......... 2
A Day at the SOC Office. .. ... 3
News for SOC Donors. . ... ... 7
Inter-canyon Tunnels

Proposed................. 7
Secular Environmentalism.... 8
The Awakening ............. 9
Point — Counterpoint:

Bikers vs Hikers .......... 10
Successful Trail Season . . . . .. 12
Forest Service Roadless Rule

Reinstated . .............. 13

The Good, Bad, and Ugly . ... 14

ALEXIS KELNER, Perennial Editor
GALE DICK, Assoc. Perennial Ed

On KRCL (90.9FM) Radio:
Tuesdays, 4:30 pm

Wasatch
Environmental
Update

This “timely, pithy, informative, witty,
and interesting” program
is produced and broadcast
by SOC Trustee John Worlock.

SRR

WWW.saveourcanyons.org Autumn, 2006

Save Our Canyons President
Recognized for Meritorious
Volunteer Service

Jane Christensen and father-in-law Gale Dick at National Philan-
thropy day, where the Save Our Canyons’ president received the 2006
Norma Matheson award for Outstanding Volunteer from the Utah
Nonprofits Association.



Further along in this newsletter you will find a
pair of opinion pieces on mountain biking in
the Wasatch written by two SOC members. As you
will discover, they have different opinions.

Yet another user conflict among the many.

Bikers and hikers often view one another
uneasily. Hostility is more open between
backcountry winter travelers who use their own
muscle power exclusively and those who can
afford to use helicopters to get them up to the top
of the ridges.

Dog lovers feel entitled to walk their pets, but
also embattled, and glare at grumps who don’t like
to share “their trails” with man’s best friend. ATV
enthusiasts and snowmobilers sometimes claim
“rights” that they present as if they somehow
derived from the U.S. Constitution, rights that the
hikers deplore. Bow hunters get edgy when mere
hikers spook the game and wildlife photographers
and watchers harbor bad thoughts about the
hunters. Resort skiers are threatened on the slopes
by residents going to their canyon cabins on
snowmobiles. Snowshoers feel harassed by dogs
and skiers in Mill Creek. Birders, one of the most
numerous group according SOC surveys, are - as
a group - tolerant and polite but only they know
what passions are roiling in their bosoms.

We all have our favorite ways of enjoying the
tremendous opportunities for recreation, wonder,
rest and retreat that the Wasatch offers us. Each of
us feels entitled to his or her special activity, first
of all because it’s fun and we don’t want to even
think that it might be limited somehow or even
forbidden. Then, humans that we are, we can
easily think up reasons why our favorite sport is
better and more virtuous than all those other weird
activities that misfits and creeps seem, for some
reason, to enjoy. We also rather enjoy sneering at
other people’s equipment if it lacks free heels.

President’s Message

Must We
Slug It Out?

Distaste leads to muttered slurs and these are
followed by impolite gestures and rude remarks.
Can slugfests be far behind? Fun in the Wasatch
could soon become mean, poor, nasty, brutish and
short.

But step back from the melee for a moment.
The trouble with all this squabbling is that it
obscures the real value of the Wasatch Range. It
is a watershed and also much of it is a wilderness
ecosystem with wildlife and the natural
world on display. It must not be regarded as a
mere commodity. If we each were to get our
exclusively-entitled, permanent and unlimited
access to our preferred activities, we would
inadvertently destroy the very thing we love.

Some activities are more destructive and
disruptive than others. Some are permanent,
others reversible. Some, such as building
huts and stunt trails, are simply illegal. Some
are inappropriate in the small confines of this
miniature mountain range, activities that are just
fine in the vast mountains of western Canada or
Alaska. We are going to have to face taking turns
in our playtime. Just because we have been able to
go where we want, whenever we want in the past
doesn’t mean that this can always be the case in
the future.

And here is the main point: What we all fear
is that our blindness during combat will distract
us for our real obligation, that of forming a
strong environmentally active community that
understands the value of the Wasatch. We're the
ones who should be protecting and improving this
heritage from the relentless drive for development
and urbanization.

Don't let fighting among user groups make
us forget what we value. Divisions in the ranks
of environmentalists give joy to those who wish
they’d go away. — Gale Dick

2—Save Our Canyons, Autumn, 2006

www.saveourcanyons.org




A weekly SOC staff meeting with (I to r) Dave Bastian, Gale Dick, Carl Fisher,

Lisa Schmidt, and Rachael Mathey.

A Day at Save Our Canyons’ Office

By Gayle Parry, Trustee

hirty-four years have ticked away since

the founding of Save Our Canyons in

1972. Gale Dick was forty-six and Alexis
Kelner thirty-six when the two joined together
to fight against those forces that were a threat to
a wild and beautiful Wasatch with it's streams of
clear, sparkling water on which the valley below
depended. This persistent pair has never wavered
in their determination to protect these mountains,
nor have the members of SOC. As the years passed,
supporters of the organization began asking,
“Where are the young people? Don’t they care
about this wild utopia in our backyard?”

I am here to tell you they are everywhere! The
first place to look is in the Save Our Canyons’
office. _

The McIntyre building is old. Built in 1908
by William McIntyre, it now has a place on the
historic register. The carpet and furniture are a
bit shabby, but the infectious spirit of the fourth
floor environmental activists pervades the air. As
you step off the elevator you are greeted by a sign
stating the names of four organizations: HEAL
Utah, Wild Utah Project, Save Our Canyons and the
Western Wildlife Conservancy. What you are seeing
is a sign designating a community of young people
who support and help each other in every way they
can. They share the rent and even move to new
office space together. Save Our Canyons occupies
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three rooms and shares a conference room with the
other organizations.

Save Our Canyons’ very able Executive
Director, Lisa Schmidt, starts the working day
any time between 7 A M. and 9 A.M. and leaves
between 5 PM. and 7 PM. “It's need based,” she
says. On the day of this particular visit, Lisa had
already had a meeting with a board member about
mountain biking. She followed that meeting with
a conversation with the Salt Lake District Ranger.
Operations Director, Dave Bastian, wanted to talk
about the distribution of materials related to a
bond for Open Space to be decided in an upcoming
election before she spoke with SOC’s John Worlock
about an Environmental Update on KRCL. Another
discussion concerned making a challenge grant on
another public radio station. She then worked on
getting the final report on a transportation study
on Little Cottonwood Canyon onto the SOC Web
site. A phone conversation followed with the press
about the proposed tunnels to link the ski resorts.
All this took place before I arrived at 1 PM.. Lisa’s
days include meetings with public officials, staff
meetings, learning about new environmentalissues,
working with volunteers, attending workshops,
seeking funding, giving lectures, as well as acting
as hostess for SOC events. She is there to handle
whatever comes up.

“I love my job!” Lisa states. “This is a way to
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Executive Director

Lisa Schmidt multi-tasks
at her desk.

The 8-ball in the fore-
ground occasionally
offers delphic advice.

express my love of the Wasatch. I have an opportunity
to work with the community and I can communicate
with business and community leaders. In the five
years since I have been with Save Our Canyons, I have
had the satisfaction of seeing it grow. It is wonderful
to have a seat at the table on important environmental
issues and see SOC’s impact on the end result. The
drawback is drawing the line between work and private
life. I try to leave the work at the office. It is important
for me as well as the staff to make time for ourselves.
It energizes us all.” Lisa amazes everyone with whom
she deals with her cheerful, outgoing personality,
skills, retentive mind and knowledge of the issues.

Director of Operations, Dave Bastian, jokingly
describes himself as “that handsome man in the corner
office.” His sense of humor and upbeat attitude are
office assets. Dave serves many functions in the office.
He. is the “people person” who has the most direct
relationship with the SOC membership. He discusses
ideas with the rest of the staff about how to encourage
growth of the membership and he also tracks this
growth. Dave is in charge of the labor-intensive job
of planning Save Our Canyons events and seeing that
they are carried out as planned. He tends our website
and is always hatching new ideas to make it better.
He does data entry and fund raising. He is the guy
who writes those very nice thank you notes when you
donate to the cause. He is the computer man who is
always there to help fix a problem. He takes charge of

Carl Fisher (1) and Gale Dick examine some fine-
print mischief proposed by a crafty developer.
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the merchandizing of the products we sell. He takes
orders, and keeps track of the inventory.

As abonus to the organization, Dave also acts as the
office “therapy man.” The staff tells me that whenever
they are at the “end of their rope,” they go ranting
and raving into Dave’s office to calm down. Dave
deadpans, “Iignore them.” His office is where most of
the conferences take place when the staff needs to come
to a conclusion. Under Lisa’s direction, everybody gets
to give his or her input. In addition to his job, Dave
sometimes mentors an environmental writing class at
the Community Writing Center and volunteers much
of his spare time to many worthy causes. He is not
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Dave Bastian enjoys his work.
And it shows.

just a man of words. He puts those words into action.
Dave says, “This is a fun place to work. I love my
job!” Having the people from the other environmental
organizations around is an extra benefit. We keep each
other going. We get advice from a lawyer, a biologist,
as well as someone who helps us with our maps. We,
in turn, do what we can for them”.

Carl Fisher was poring over maps of Malan’s Basin
and GRAMA material from Ogden when I intruded
into his space. Volunteer turned half time SOC staffer,
Carl describes himself as the low man in the office.
The most recent to be hired, Carl says everything runs
downbhill to him. Fortunately, the results of his efforts
often turn him into king of the hill. Carl has been
working on the winning Open Space Bond proposal
that was on the November election ballot, and also the
controversial Malans Basin development plan above
Ogden. “Ienjoy learning about the Wasatch Mountains’
issues from Lisa and explaining them to others. It is
sometimes very frustrating and even sleep-depriving
to learn of the political aspects of environmental
protection and how powerful some of the players are
who can influence the outcome. This job has opened
my eyes.” Carl started as an outstanding volunteer.
His interest was such that he wanted to be involved
as an employee. Both Rachael Mathey and Carl Fisher
each hold sdown two jobs. Carl has become an asset to
the office through his dedication and hard work.

Recent University of Utah graduate and Wyoming
native, Rachael Mathey, came to Save Our Canyons
this year as an intern. She spends fifteen to twenty-five
hours a week working at the office depending on what
needs her attention. Rachael describes
herself as a “jack of all tasks”. While
she is currently working with Carl
Fisher writing a grant proposal, she
is specifically assigned to work on
events. This involves sitting at an
information table at events where she
gets the opportunity to meet the public,
describe what Save Our Canyons does
and get feedback from the public about

Dave Bastian and Rachael pore
over a map with the help

of a mystery hand.

Three hands are better than one.
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how people feel about our work and what SOC could
do to improve.

Rachael does whatever needs to be done from
giving presentations, data entry, retrieving the mail, to
taking phone calls. Rachael says, “Being an intern is
challenging, but it is exciting to know that I'm doing
something for a cause, which is so significant. I really
enjoy it! Ilike what Save Our Canyons’ is about. Itisn’t
easy to convey to those who aren’t like-minded what
is important to me, but the issues that SOC is involved
with makes it easier to defend where I stand and what
I'm interested in preserving. It is exciting to me that
I get to play a role in all of it.” Lisa Schmidt says of
Rachael, “Rachael has an amazing energy about her.
The best part about her is her willingness to roll up her
sleeves to do whatever it takes and she does it all with
a smile and a sense of humor.”

AlISOC employees acknowledge that thereis always
humor at play at the office. Their favorite stories come
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Dave Bastian, Lisa Schmidt and Carl Fisher enjoy a rare break on the office’s couch.

from phone calls. The corker is the woman who called
wanting Save Our Canyons to fix the composting toilet
at her cabin. Whoever calls our office and for whatever
reason, you can always expect a courteous reply and
an effort to help if possible. We would like everyone
to know that we don't fix composting toilets but will
always listen and learn about problems and concerns

you may have about the Wasatch and will help if at all
possible.

Your Save Our Canyons’ office is an upbeat, happy
place where our highly dedicated, young and savvy
staff grapple with ever changing problems that threaten
these fantastic Wasatch Mountains that we all love and
appreciate so much. Q
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Carl Fisher and Rachael Mathey “table” at the Avenues Street Fair.
Tabling at such events provides an excellent opportunity
to inform the public of critical canyon issues and to acquaint it
with the mission and activities of Save Our Canyons.
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News for SOC Donors

By John Johnson, SOC Trustee

New IRS Provision

Recently, the Pension Protection Act of 2006 was
signed into law. This bill contains a two-year IRA
Charitable Rollover provision that will allow people
age 70.5, or older, to exclude up to $100,000 from
their gross income for direct gifts to charity from
a traditional or Roth IRA. Here is how it works:

& The charitable gift should be made on
or after the donor turns 70 1/2 to ensure
favorable tax treatment for that tax year

¢ The transfer must IEl)ass directly from the
IRA custodian to the qualifying charity.

¢ The transfer is limited to $100,000 per
tax year

(2006 and 2007) and Igir spouse,
if the spouse has a separate I

¢ The transfer is not limited to 50% of adjusted
gross income (AGI) like other charitable gifts.

account.

¢ The Act applies only to traditional, rollover,
and Roth IRAs. However, funds from the other
types of retirement plans may be rolled into
a traditional IRA in order to make the gift.

¢ The transfer cannot be made to a donor
advised fund or a supporting organization.

# The transfer cannot be used to fund a charitable
gift annuity or a charitable remainder trust.
The new tax code changes are only available for
a short time. For that reason, please call Save
Our Canyons office at 801-539-5333 if you have
additional questions about this opportunity.

Estate Planning and SOC

I was recently introduced to a man who has been a
long time supporter of SOC. We had a great rambling
conversation and as the conversation evolved, he
mentioned that he was starting to do some estate
planning. In the past he had not included SOC as one
of his beneficiaries because he worried about the long
term survivability of SOC. That begs two questions.

The first is what happens at your death if
one of your beneficiaries, charity or otherwise,
doesn’t exist?  Attorneys usually set the estate
document so as to divide the estate among
the remaining beneficiaries. That was easy.

More interesting, what is the financial health of
SOC? SOC has been fighting for the wildness of the
Wasatch for 34 years and, as you can imagine, there
were moments of serious financial struggle. Happily,
SOC has never been financially stronger than it is right
now. Thanks to your yearly financial commitment
SOC now has the equivalent of three full time staff.
Over the past few years SOC has received 2 significant
bequests through someone’s estate. Those gifts have
allowed us to take on issues that otherwise would
not have been possible. While SOC is financially
healthy, we continue to be incredibly frugal and
thoughtful about the use of all our resources.

Consider including SOC in your estate plans. It can
easily be done by adding SOC to your estate document
orasabeneficiary onone of your investment accounts.U

Tunnels To Connect Wasatch Ski Resorts?

On Friday, November 3", over 40 people
representing stakeholders interested in the Wasatch
Mountains gathered in the Governor’s Conference
Room on Utah's capital hill to discuss the possibility
of building tunnels to connect 7 ski resorts. Save
Our Canyons, municipalities, representatives from
the skiing and tourism departments, public utilities,
the Forest Service and others gathered to discuss
concerns, ideas and alternatives to a proposal that
would forever change the Wasatch as we know it.
The proposal includes two tunnel projects, one from
Little Cottonwood to Big, and one connecting Big
Cottonwood to Park City.

One of the most serious concerns is the impact

that a project such as this would have on the
watershed, which provides drinking water for
nearly 400,000 valley residents. Salt Lake City’s
Department of Public Utilities has been quick to
point out that a tunnel through those areas could
possibly affect the aquifers resulting in a drain of
our underground water supply.

While not much was decided at the meeting, the
group of stakeholders, including SOC, has agreed
to meet again in the future. Rest assured that SOC
will continue to speak on behalf of the fragile
environment of the canyons and our members.

— Lisa Schmidt

www.saveourcanyons.org
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Secular Environmentalism

By Ben Bromley,
(Associate Professor of Physics, University of Utah)

he question of how specific religious views

affect perspectives on the environment has been
beautifully addressed by previous authors in this
SOC series. My goal in contributing to the series is to
consider how attitudes toward the environment are
formed in the absence of a particular religious world
view.

I now belong to a religious community (Kol Ami),
but I was brought up in the U.S. with no religious
affiliation. My views on the environment were formed
at a young age and have not changed significantly
over time. In elementary school, my notebooks had
EPA stickers plastered all over them. The origin of my
environmental identity was my public education in
suburban Washington D.C. as well as the attitude of
the media at that time (early 1970s). My parents had
a great influence too, as active members of the Sierra
Club and a local Audubon Society.

The role of the media seems particularly important.
I remember distinctly a broadcast during that period
teaturing Walter Cronkitein which graphicdepictions of
the “future” included horrifically polluted Great Lakes,
among other results of our country’s environmental
irresponsibility. This affected me greatly. I was not yet a
teenager.Thave considered myself an environmentalist-
-part of a worldwide community--since then.

In assessing my environmental impact as an adult, I
must recognize foremost that my life is a blink of cosmic
time: Where I have the greatest effect and responsibility
for the future of the Earth is in parenting. We have four
kids in our family. I've met ZPG people who think we
are out of our minds for bringing even one child into
this world. I.am emotionally incapable of dealing with
this issue. Rabbi Rosen knows my children, and I hope
she would concur that they are good people, caring
people, people to whom we can entrust responsibility
for the Earth’s environment.

While I attempt to be environmentally responsible,
noticeably lacking is any effort to affect environmental
issues through the political process, unlike members
of the SOC. I hope you will see this as a phase-of-life
problem, and not reflective of any religious perspective.
I have responsibilities to my family and to my work as
a teacher and scientific researcher. These are my current
choices: to focus my energy on my children and to try
to be successful in my profession. My hope is that once
I have given what I can as a parent (foremost) and as
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a scientist, I can contribute more personally to our
community. Fortunately, not all of us feel this way -- we
should all be indebted to people who have dedicated
their lives to public service. However, I recognize my
own limitations, and I believe I have chosen well.

Thus, of all the SOC contributors, I am least
likely to influence any large number of views on the
environment. The best I can do is to encourage my own
children to be more responsible for the care of the Earth
than I have been.

In composing this note, I really did not want to talk
about my own experiences; they don’t seem all that
relevant to the mission of SOC, and I have no idea how
representative my life is of others with a non-religious
upbringing. Thus I attempted to draw upon the wisdom
of the web to answer a few questions which might be
important to understanding environmental views of
our society. I found that voting-age adults with no
religious affiliation are not politically relevant in the
U.S. (approx. 15% of the population). Thus religious
organizations, particularly when acting in unison,
could wield enormous political power on issues of the
environment.

Furthermore, as previous contributors have noted,
religious views can and should involve the stewardship
of the Earth. Nonetheless, the U.S. population at large
is not obviously interested in saving the environment.
This seems to be evidence that many of our country’s
religious organizations are not influencing -their
members to adopt positive environmental views.

How, then, do citizens of the U.S. acquire their
attitudes toward the environment? Have we left
environmental education up to family tradition, public
schools and the media? These were powerful influences
on my own views. However, as the global situation
worsens, a more concerted effort will be necessary
to bestow a concern for the environment on all of
humanity. We will depend on our religious leaders for
inspiration and guidance in how we personally effect
the natural world. Furthermore, a unified voice from
our nation’s religious communities -- expressing the
views of this series’ previous contributors -- would help
ensure that our government is focused on stewardship
of the Earth.

How has my own environmentalism held up over
the years? Not well, but the positive intentions are
evident, I hope.

www.saveourcanyons.org



Currently I own a big SUV to carry the 8 members
of my consanguineous family. But I use this vehicle
rarely. My family owns a hybrid, and this car gets the
majority of our mileage by hauling kids and parents
to various destinations. Furthermore, my spouse and
I ride our bikes or take a UTA bus to/from work, a 16
mile commute. We challenge each other to limit the
number of times we drive to work: Our goal is that
we can drive to work only once a month. We've done
pretty well, so far. O

Ben Bromley,
Associate Professor of Physics
University of Utah

The Awakening of an Activist
By John Johnson, SOC Trustee

have been having a conversation with myself

that I thought would help me if I put it into
writing. Writing forces me to be slightly more
organized and it also occurs to me that it might
be useful to someone else. AsIlook at my
life, it is being a hard conversation, though I
understand not unusual for someone approaching
sixty. Over the years I have observed more and
more wild places being replaced by growth and
development. The Wasatch Range, my refuge
for the past 30 years, seems to be getting smaller.
Chewing at the edges, sometimes with big bites,
there seems to be an unrelenting pressure to
urbanize the Wasatch. And in frustration I ask
myself why, as a community, do we seem at times
not to value wild places?

Until my connection to Save Our Canyons

six years ago, I had effectively ignored local
politics. As with many things in life, it was
easy to find excuses to not get involved. As
I began to get more connected to the inner
workings of government and politics, there were
some interesting and disturbing observations.
Particularly connected to the road to a
development near the mouth of Big Cottonwood

Canyon, I was brought face-to-face with the

fact that many volunteer and paid government
positions were filled with developers and realtors.
And further, the largest and most consistent
donors and supporters to many politicians were
the same people. A recent article in the Salt lake
Tribune noted the best funded political action
committee to be the Utah realtors.

Why isn’t there an environmental political
action committee? And why are not more
environmentalists involved in political process?
Is it any wonder?

A parallel observation is that a significant
percentage of our community donates 10% of
their income to their belief system. Irrespective of
income, number of children, or other issues, they
give 10%. I admire their commitment. Not only
10% of their income but also time and energy.
And how close am I to 10%? Not close enough!
What does that say about my commitment to my
values? Ouch!

Note from Editors: This may be a personal “ouch,”
but it is also a challenge. A number of SOC supporters
have met that challenge. Think about it.

WWW.Saveourcanyons.org
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Point - Counterpoint
Hikers versus Bikers

The Biker

By Tom Diegel, SOC member

ur local mountains are well-loved for their

hundreds of miles of gorgeous trails. While
many of these trails are “hikers-only”, a fair chunk of
the trails are also much beloved by mountain bikers
(many of whom are SOC members). This can lead to
hiker/rider interactions, which can create subsequent
conflicting views on both trail uses and ethics.

The 1964 Wilderness Act was later interpreted to
prohibit mountain bikes. For the most part, cyclists
around the country have respected this edict. This
can be seen in the Wasatch, where mountain bikes are
virtually never seen inside the wilderness boundaries,
despite the relatively easy access to - and rideability
of - the wilderness trails. The prevalence of nearby
wilderness and effective management has generally
kept the hiker/biker conflict low; however, two recent
events threaten to erode this fragile relationship.

First, SOC has been pushing for wilderness
designation for the south-facing side of Big Cottonwood
Canyon in an effort to stave off development efforts
there, and in order to create a large-enough contiguous
piece of wilderness to qualify it for such management
status. It appears that the new area would engulf the
Mill D trail, a primary cycling trail. Any plan that does
not acknowledge the loss of the low-end BCC access
to the crest trail will alienate many in the cycling
community. A possible option may be to facilitate
the permitting of a new trail that could run adjacent
to the wilderness roughly from Desolation Lake back
through to the Mule Hollow area; an option that could
impress upon the cycling community the difficulty and
value of trail design and construction. [Challenge to our
readers: can you align this proposed trail in such a way as
to avoid losing thousands of acres of potential wilderness?
Ed.] In any case, it is essential to realize that the benefit
of stopping development is appreciated by both
hikers and bikers. It’s difficult to use “wilderness”
to protect any public land these days; therefore, it's of
utmost importance that the backcountry community
present a united voice to protect our public lands from
development. By cutting off the Mill D trail, cyclists
will at best be sorely tempted to “break the law” and
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continue to ride the trail anyway, and- at worst - SOC
risks losing a large group of potential allies in its efforts
as well as possibly alienating those members of the
organization who share SOC’s vision for the canyons
yet also own/ride mountain bikes.

Second, recently some anonymous cyclists put up
a “freeride” course near the White Pine trailhead. The
weekly Wasatch Environmental Update program on
KRCL bemoaned this new development in illegal trail-
building, associated this unfortunate incident with all
cyclists atlarge, and made the unfortunate assumptions
that not only was there no hope for management of
deranged mountain bikers but that the entire cycling
community was more aligned with the motorized
movement than with SOC’s mission.

What is “freeride” mountain biking? In short, what
it entails is building bridges, jumps, ramps, teeter-
totters, etc. to test riders’ skills. Many times existing
logs are used, but well-developed freeride areas also
import leftover construction debris. Using specialized
bikes riders are able to do fairly amazing feats on
their bikes. Ironically, this sport has the potential to
be far-less destructive to the natural environment than
“regular” mountain biking, since not only are many of
the “elements” constructed above potentially fragile
ground, but the areas can be very concentrated, since
(like a skate park) a lot of challenge can be created in a
relatively small space.

In the case of the White Pine area, there is no doubt
that what the users were doing was illegal since they
did not have a trail-building permit, but creating these
types of “parks” with open dialogue and creative
management can result in both fulfilling the new
generation of riders and actually concentrate their use
so that they are less apt to be on trails. Just as skate
parks have lured kids away from business parks and
malls, freeride “parks” can lure riders off other trails to
concentrated areas. This could be a great opportunity
for a ski resort like Brighton to provide a summertime
alternative to their popular winter terrain park. There
are great examples all over the country of communities
doing exactly that, resulting in a win-win situation for
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both the cycling and hiking communities, as well as
the forest managers.

The local mountain bike community is not as
well organized as SOC; it does, however, represent a
- significant population that should be seen as allies -
not enemies - in the fight to maintain the integrity of
our trails. With constructive dialog and progressive
thought, SOC should encourage the various user
groups and Forest Service to work together to address

The Runner
By Jeff Wright, SOC member

Recently, while running along the Pipeline Trail, I
gazed upon the fall colors in their peak glory. The
bright yellows and deep reds stood in stark contrast
to the blue sky above. What a magnificent place the
Wasatch is! I thought about my three boys and how I
love to share moments such as these with them. The
sight of the Wasatch and the different cloaks it wears,
depending on the season, is always incredible and
inspiring.

I was snapped out of my reverie however, when my
ankle found a mountain bike wheel rut and I narrowly
avoided a painful twisting. I cursed the rider who was
foolish enough to leave this rut in a once muddy trail,
then thought better of it. After all, this trail is on public
lands, it belongs to all. Or does it?

We have all most likely heard of Garrett Hardin's
essay, “The Tragedy of The Commons”, the idea
that there is an inherent “conflict for finite resources
between the individual interest and the common
good.” The Wasatch is a finite resource, on that we can
all agree. It is the most heavily used National Forest
in the nation. It is a place we all go to do the various
outdoor activities we enjoy.

The Wasatch also provides a refuge for us to escape
to when the demands of job, city and responsibility
become too much. It provides a place to go when the
conflicts of modern life become too great. It has been a
sanctuary my entire life. This is the last place I would
have suspected a conflict would exist.

Unfettered access by any and all user groups creates

the diverse and evolving use of our local trails. O

a conflict for all. As a trail runner, having to constantly
worry about being run down by a biker who doesn’t
know of, or how to follow, trail etiquette, creates a
conflict for me.

There are many mountain bikers on our trails who
don’t create conflict. They don’t ride when it is muddy,
they yield to all other users, they don’t create rogue
and illegal trails; in other words, they respect other
users of public lands and the land itself.

I view myself as the last person on earth that would
call for restrictions on the trails of the Wasatch. But,
I'm afraid that we are fast approaching the time when
our personal freedoms to do whatever we want on the
Wasatch has to be in harmony with what is best for the
trails and mountains.

“Freedom is the recognition of necessity.” Hardin
suggests that “freedom”, if interpreted narrowly as
simply the freedom to do as one pleases, completes
the tragedy of the commons. By recognizing resources
as common in the first place, and by recognizing that,
as such, they require management, Hardin believes
that “we can preserve and nurture other and more
precious freedoms.” In other words, the free access
and unrestricted demand on the Wasatch we all enjoy,
will lead to the end of the Wasatch that we all lament.

I do not have a solution for this conflict. But, I do
know that an extension in morality from all of us is
greatly needed to preserve the trails for all who use
them now and in the future. Q
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Heave Ho! No, these SOC members are not participating in a contest to see who gets the
biggest hernia. They’re removing large (and small) rocks from trails in one of several
Save Our Canyons/Forest Service trail work parties. The successful work season ended
with a pizza party at the Wasatch Mountain Club’s lodge at Brighton.

Another Beautiful Trail Season

By Gayle Parry, SOC Trustee

he Wasatch Mountains were at their best this

past trail season. The weather was superb and
the company couldn’t be beat. Again, Save Our
Canyons and the Wasatch Mountain Club racked up
an impressive number of working hours rehabilitating
our trails. Volunteers from Save Our Canyons alone
contributed an amazing 232 hours. We are happy to say
that this effort saved the cash-strapped Forest Service
a lot of money while making our popular hiking trails
safer and more resistant to erosion.

Hearty volunteer trail crews under the direction
of Andy Smith, Natural Resource Manager and Snow
Ranger for the Wasatch-Cache National Forest, worked
on the Mt. Olympus, Lake Mary, Lake Blanche, and
Mill D North trails. In June, trail crews, succeeded in
cutting back overgrown oak brush and redoing 120 ft.
of tread (trail), building two new water bars as well as
constructing 6 check dams on the Mt. Olympus Trail.
In July, crews took on 50 ft. of tread repair, and built 7
check dams and 3 water bars on the Lake Mary Trail.
The Dog Lake/Desolation Trail Junction received
13 new check dams, and 5 water bars in August. In
September, the Lake Blanche Trail received 20 ft. of tread
repair plus 50 ft. of berm removal, and maintenance to
38 water bars.

Our congratulations to Westminster College, who,
working through Save Our Canyons, donated the
muscle of nine students and faculty on their annual
Westminster College Service Day to the betterment of
the Mill D North Trail. The Westminster group put in
a total of 36 volunteer hours. This is the second year
that Westminster has contributed volunteers through
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this program.

Save Our Canyons’ volunteers numbered seventeen
with three people participating on all four days: Our
thanks to Chris Biltoft, Trail Director for the WMC
and a member of SOC; Dave Andrenyak, a regular
for many years, and new volunteer, Jim Catano, for
their outstanding efforts working on the trails on all
four days. Four people came out twice including
Sarah Brummel, Matt Hanson, Gayle Parry and Mark
Earl. Ten volunteers came once, but many of these
people who make it just one or two times a season,
come out year after year. Of all the volunteers, eight
are new. These include Keith Alleman, Jim Catano,
Sarah Brummel, Art and Matt Hanson, Mark Earl, John
Porcher and Mikee Linville. SOC would also like to
thank Alexis Kelner, Will McCarvill, Dave Parry, Larry
Swanson, Cheryl Hart, and Steve Roens for their help.

Save Our Canyons was delighted to welcome three
bicyclists from the biking group, Team Pedros this
year. Scott Shoenbek, Scott Endicott and Doug Wismer
were great fun to have along and absolutely awesome
in the hard work they did on the Mill D North Trail.
We understand from one of the Scotts that about half
the members of the Pedros are named Scott. They
claim that you only have to say Scott and you have the
attention of nearly everyone present. They intend to
come back next year with some more of their biking
buddies named Scott. We are looking forward to
members of the Pedros, and also other bikers coming
out next year to help with the trails.

The second annual Pizza Party on the patio of the
Wasatch Club Lodge finished off the last day of the
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trail season. Mary Flemming, with helper, Gayle Parry,
cooked the food that was donated by the Wasatch
Mountain Club and Save Our Canyons. We fed it to the
hungriest group of people to ever come off a mountain
trail. Everyone had a great time!

Please join us next year working on the trails you
love so much and party with us at the Third Annual
Pizza Party at the end of next season.

The trails need YOU! O

Roadless Rule Reinstated
in National Forests

By John Worlock, SOC Trustee

Suddenly, nearly 60 million acres of

pristine forests in the US are returned

to the protection of federal law under the
Roadless Rule governing the Forest Service in
administering all of its Inventoried Roadless
Areas. This is good news, indeed, for
environmentalists, who generally believe that
unspoiled land should be set aside for wildlife,
watershed, and perhaps even wilderness. It is,
of course, bad news for the extractive industries
of logging, mining and pumping, which would
prefer the freer access offered by the regulation
which just got set aside.

Federal Judge Elizabeth Laporte, in an
opinion issued recently, forcefully struck down
last year’s State Petition Rule, and reinstated
the 2001 Roadless Rule, intact and unmodified.
In doing so, she agreed with the 20 national
environmental organizations and the four
states, who were the plaintiffs. She wrote, “The
Forest Service failed adequately to consider
the environmental and species impacts when it
issued the State Petitions Rule, in violation of
the National Environmental Protection Act and
the Endangered Species Act.”

In early 2001, after three years of intense
study, involving 600 public meetings and
millions of public comments which were
overwhelmingly in favor of forest protection,
the Clinton Administration announced the
Roadless Forest Conservation Rule, popularly
known as the Roadless Rule. This rule banned
the construction of new roads on previously
identified lands known as Inventoried Roadless
Areas. It was hailed and celebrated as an
important step in conserving the wilderness
values of some 58.5 million acres in 38 states and
Puerto Rico.

But it was too much for the Bush
Administration, and they set about to undo
what they saw as a rule ignoring the needs
of the country for logging, mining, and
especially energy production. They also
wished to make decisions more local, returning
control of Inventoried Roadless Areas to
local forest service managers, following
their own management plans. In Utah, this
was disastrous, as while almost half of our 8
million acres of National Forest are Inventoried
Roadless, only ten percent of them are
protected by local management plans. The
rule also sought to give the individual states a
strong voice and it became known as the State
Petition Rule. Any state could petition for
some say, either for or against road building,
in its territory. The petition process is, or was,
cumbersome and expensive and there was no
implication that the Washington officials would
look kindly on any petitions asking for more
protection. The governance of Inventoried
Roadless Areas would be further fragmented
by the actions of the different states, often
requesting opposite results, for example, for
parcels of land overlapping state boundaries.

We are glad to see the reinstatement of the
Roadless Forest Conservation Rule, even if |
only temporarily. We say temporarily, as Judge
Laporte’s decision has many powerful enemies.
Appeals are certain, and there are several layers
of jurisdiction before it sticks and stays decided.
But for now, it’s the law!

This is a transcript of John’s Wasatch
Environmental Update program aired September 27
on KRCL.
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A “freerider” tests his mettle on a trail constructed for such “downhilling.”

The Good, the Bad, the Ugly,
and a Nostra Culpa

GOOD: Half of all skiers and snowboarders who
come to Utah make Salt Lake County hotels their
vacation base. That's up from 43 percent back in 2003,
according to a new report from Ski Utah. Hope this
trend continues.

GOOD:  The Draper City Council unanimously
approved the [good] Corner Canyon Master Plan
on Tuesday night. And on top of that, it was learned
Draper Irrigation Co. probably will not pursue a plan
for a 14-acre reservoir in the north end of the canyon.

Bravo Draper citizens!

GOOD: In a recent case in Arizona, a federal court
found that a Forest Service hiking fee was illegal.
The case is complicated (aren’t they all?). Robert
Funkhouser, president of a Colorado group fighting
against fees for visiting public lands had this to say
about the ruling: “For them [USFS] to continue to
charge fees for parking, hiking, and backcountry
access after this ruling is inexcusable.” Selling access
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to those that can afford it is unjust and discriminatory.
GOOD: The recent election saw the well-deserved
defeat of the 7-term Congressman Richard Pombo, the
Darth Vader of the G.O.P. controlled, anti-environment
Congress.

BAD: (and no one knows why it’s happening) aspen
stands have been dying out across the west in
recent decades and only half those here 150 years
ago remain. A conference, Restoring the West:
Aspen Restoration, recently took place at Utah State
University. Is it tree disease, invading conifers,
insects, drought? Experts are scratching their heads.

BAD: As reported elsewhere in this newsletter,
a federal judge last month tossed out a Bush
administration policy that reopened more than 58
million acres of roadless forest closed off under
President Clinton. Despite the ruling, Gov. Jon
Huntsman Jr. plans to submit a roadless forest petition
to the Department of Agriculture next month. And
the petition will be notable, because it will, in all
likelihood, lack any specific request to protect the
state’s roadless forest areas, which comprise roughly
half of Utah’s 8 million acres of national forest lands.
Some states, Utah among them, seem willing to go
to any lengths to avoid protecting federal lands.
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BAD: The idea of tunnels interconnecting Wasatch
Canyon ski resorts with resorts on the back side of the
mountains continues to come up only to be repeatedly
shelved again. The latest reincarnation has all the old
defects such as water pollution, questionable traffic
benefits and elusive benefits to resorts. Astonishingly,
thelistofinviteestoaNovember3governor’s conference
of the “25 most influential people in Government
Tourism and Ski Industry representatives” did not
initially include anyone from the Forest Service nor
Salt Lake City’s Department of Public Utilities (water
department). The organizers also seemed unaware
that Salt Lake City, Salt Lake County and the Forest
Service each have master plans for the central Wasatch,
all documents adopted following extensive public
processes. What are the proponents trying to put over
on us? As Holly Mullen recently wrote, “We don’t
want your stinkin’ tunnels”. Sounds like the beginning
of a fruitful discussion by the “25 most influential”.

UGLY: Downhill mountain biking or freeriding is
being irresponsibly practiced on Forest Service lands
in the Wasatch. Tough and brave bikers get hauled
uphill and then ram down illegally constructed
obstacle courses as fast as they can, protected with
much body armor. One of these illegal trails starts
just above the White Pine trailhead, in the vicinity
of the big avalanche from Scotty’s Bowl and blasts
through the Tanner’s Flat picnic ground and on
down to the Quarry Trail. This sport belongs on
specially maintained trails not on contraband trails
on public land.

NOSTRA CULPA: Abject apologies to sticklers and
English teachers of the world: the editors of the summer
newsletter plead guilty to the crime of not catching
the use of “it’s” as a possessive pronoun. Bracing for
mass exodus of those English teachers, we thought of
burning the whole print run, but then backed off.Q

Members and guests of Save Our Canyons enjoyed a stop at the Prince of Wales mine
during the group’s annual Geology Hike
led by retired University of Utah geology professor Bill Parry.
We all look forward to next year’s informative geology and wildflower outings.
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Come and Watch SOC Staffers Relax.
Get Holiday Shopping Discounts on Your Book Purchases.

Come watch Save Our Canyons folks sit
around in a comfy family room set up

in the new Holiday Living Window at
Sam Weller’s New and Used Books - 254
S Main Street. We’ll be sitting by the
window on December 6 from 2 to 4 p.m.
just reading our favorite books from Sam
Weller’s and sipping hot chocolate with
our cookies.

No matter how riveting this sounds, the
spectator treat is not the best part. SOC’s
friends and neighbors can get an extra
discount off their Sam Weller’s purchase
if they come in while the SOC family is in
the window.
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