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President's Message

Must We
Slug It Out

Further along in this newsletter you will find a

pair of opinion pieces on mountain biking in

the Wasatch written by two SOC members As you
will discover they have different opinions

Yet another user conflict among the many
Bikers and hikers often view one another

uneasily Hostility is more open between

backcountry winter travelers who use their own
muscle power exclusively and those who can

afford to use helicopters to get them up to the top
of the ridges

Dog lovers feel entitled to walk their pets but

also embattled and glare at grumps who don't like

to share their trails with man's best friend ATV
enthusiasts and snowmobilers sometimes claim

11rights that they present as if they somehow
derived from the US Constitution rights that the

hikers deplore Bow hunters get edgy when mere

hikers spook the game and wildlife photographers
and watchers harbor bad thoughts about the

hunters Resort skiers are threatened on the slopes

by residents going to their canyon cabins on

snowmobiles Snowshoers feel harassed by dogs
and skiers in Mill Creek Birders one of the most

numerous group according SOC surveys are as

a group tolerant and polite but only they know
what passions are roiling in their bosoms

We all have our favorite ways of enjoying the

tremendous opportunities for recreation wonder
rest and retreat that the Wasatch offers us Each of

us feels entitled to his or her special activity first

of all because it's fun and we don't want to even

think that it might be limited somehow or even

forbidden Then humans that we are we can

easily think up reasons why our favorite sport is

better and more virtuous than all those other weird

activities that misfits and creeps seem for some

reason to enjoy We also rather enjoy sneering at

other people's equipment if it lacks free heels

Distaste leads to muttered slurs and these are

followed by impolite gestures and rude remarks

Can slugfests be far behind Fun in the Wasatch

could soon become mean poor nasty brutish and

short

But step back from the melee for a moment
The trouble with all this squabbling is that it

obscures the real value of the Wasatch Range It

is a watershed and also much of it is a wilderness

ecosystem with wildlife and the natural

world on display It must not be regarded as a

mere commodity If we each were to get our

exclusively-entitled permanent and unlimited

access to our preferred activities we would

inadvertently destroy the very thing we love

Some activities are more destructive and

disruptive than others Some are permanent
others reversible Some such as building
huts and stunt trails are simply illegal Some
are inappropriate in the small confines of this

miniature mountain range activities that are just

fine in the vast mountains of western Canada or

Alaska We are going to have to face taking turns

in our playtime Just because we have been able to

go where we want whenever we want in the past
doesn't mean that this can always be the case in

the future

And here is the main point What we all fear

is that our blindness during combat will distract

us for our real obligation that of forming a

strong environmentally active community that

understands the value of the Wasatch We're the

ones who should be protecting and improving this

heritage from the relentless drive for development
and urbanization

Don't let fighting among user groups make
us forget what we value Divisions in the ranks

of environmentalists give joy to those who wish

they'd go away Gale Dick

2-Save Our Canyons Autumn 2006 www saveourcanyons org
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Executive Director

Lisa Schmidt multi-tasks

at her desk

The 8-ball in thefore

ground occasionally

offers delphic advice

express my love of the Wasatch I have an opportunity

to work with the community and I can communicate

with business and community leaders In the five

years since I have been with Save Our Canyons I have

had the satisfaction of seeing it grow It is wonderful

to have a seat at the table on important environmental

issues and see SOC's impact on the end result The

drawback is drawing the line between work and private

life I try to leave the work at the office It is important
for me as well as the staff to make time for ourselves

It energizes us all Lisa amazes everyone with whom
she deals with her cheerful outgoing personalit

skills retentive mind and knowledge of the issues

Director of Operations Dave Bastian jokingly

describes himself as that handsome man in the corner

office His sense of humor and upbeat attitude are

office assets Dave serves many functions in the office

He is the people person who has the most direct

relationship with the SOC membership He discusses

ideas with the rest of the staff about how to encourage

growth of the membership and he also tracks this

growth Dave is in charge of the labor-intensive job

of planning Save Our Canyons events and seeing that

they are carried out as planned He tends our website

and is always hatching new ideas to make it better

He does data entry and fund raising He is the guy
who writes those very nice thank you notes when you
donate to the cause He is the computer man who is

always there to help fix a problem He takes charge of

Carl Fisher 1 and Gale Dick examine some fine

print mischief proposed by a crafty developer

the merchandizing of the products we sell He takes

orders and keeps track of the inventory

As a bonus to the organization Dave also acts as the

office therapy man The staff tells me that whenever

they are at the end of their rope they go ranting

and raving into Dave's office to calm down Dave

deadpans I ignore them His office is where most of

the conferences take place when the staff needs to come
to a conclusion Under Lisa's direction everybody gets

to give his or her input In addition to his job Dave

sometimes mentors an environmental writing class at

the Community Writing Center and volunteers much
of his spare time to many worthy causes He is not

4-Save Our Canyons Autumn 2006 www saveourcanyons org
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Dave Bastian Lisa Schmidt and Carl Fisher enjoy a rare break on the office's couch

from phone calls The corker is the woman who called

wanting Save Our Canyons to fix the composting toilet

at her cabin Whoever calls our office and for whatever

reason you can always expect a courteous reply and
an effort to help if possible We would like everyone
to know that we don't fix composting toilets but will

always listen and learn about problems and concerns

you may have about the Wasatch and will help if at all

possible

Your Save Our Canyons office is an upbeat happy
place where our highly dedicated young and savvy
staff grapple with ever changing problems that threaten

these fantastic Wasatch Mountains that we all love and

appreciate so much Q

Carl Fisher and Rachael Mathey table at the Avenues Street Fair

Tabling at such events provides an excellent opportunity
to inform the public of critical canyon issues and to acquaint it

with the mission and activities of Save Our Canyons

6-Save Our Canyons Autumn 2006
www saveourcanyons org
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Secular Environmentalism
By Ben Bromley

Associate Professor of Physics University of Utah

T he question of how specific religious views

affect perspectives on the environment has been

beautifully addressed by previous authors in this

SOC series My goal in contributing to the series is to

consider how attitudes toward the environment are

formed in the absence of a particular religious world

view

I now belong to a religious community Kol Ami
but I was brought up in the US with no religious
affiliation My views on the environment were formed

at a young age and have not changed significantly

over time In elementary school my notebooks had

EPA stickers plastered all over them The origin of my
environmental identity was my public education in

suburban Washington DC as well as the attitude of

the media at that time early 1970s My parents had

a great influence too as active members of the Sierra

Club and a local Audubon Society

The role of the media seems particularly important
I remember distinctly a broadcast during that period

featuringWalter Cronkiteinwhich graphic depictions of

the future included horrifically polluted Great Lakes

among other results of our country's environmental

irresponsibility This affected me greatly I was not yet a

teenager I have considered myself an environmentalist

part of a worldwide community since then

In assessing my environmental impact as an adult I

must recognize foremost that my life is a blink of cosmic

time Where I have the greatest effect and responsibility
for the future of the Earth is in parenting We have four

kids in our family I've met ZPG people who think we
are out of our minds for bringing even one child into

this world Lam emotionally incapable of dealing with

this issue Rabbi Rosen knows my children and I hope
she would concur that they are good people caring

people people to whom we can entrust responsibility
for the Earth's environment

While I attempt to be environmentally responsible

noticeably lacking is any effort to affect environmental

issues through the political process unlike members
of the SOC I hope you will see this as a phase-of-life

problem and not reflective of any religious perspective
I have responsibilities to my family and to my work as

a teacher and scientific researcher These are my current

choices to focus my energy on my children and to try

to be successful in my profession My hope is that once

I have given what I can as a parent foremost and as

8-Save Our Canyons Autumn 2006

a scientist I can contribute more personally to our

community Fortunately not all of us feel this way we
should all be indebted to people who have dedicated

their lives to public service However I recognize my
own limitations and I believe I have chosen well

Thus of all the SOC contributors I am least

likely to influence any large number of views on the

environment The best I can do is to encourage my own
children to be more responsible for the care of the Earth

than I have been
In composing this note I really did not want to talk

about my own experiences they don't seem all that

relevant to the mission of SOC and I have no idea how

representative my life is of others with a non-religious

upbringing Thus I attempted to draw upon the wisdom
of the web to answer a few questions which might be

important to understanding environmental views of

our society I found that voting-age adults with no

religious affiliation are not politically relevant in the

US approx 15 of the population Thus religious

organizations particularly when acting in unison

could wield enormous political power on issues of the

environment

Furthermore as previous contributors have noted

religious views can and should involve the stewardship

of the Earth Nonetheless the US population at large
is not obviously interested in saving the environment

This seems to be evidence that many of our country's

religious organizations are not influencing their

members to adopt positive environmental views

How then do citizens of the U S acquire their

attitudes toward the environment Have we left

environmental education up to family tradition public
schools and the media These were powerful influences

on my own views However as the global situation

worsens a more concerted effort will be necessary
to bestow a concern for the environment on all of

humanity We will depend on our religious leaders for

inspiration and guidance in how we personally effect

the natural world Furthermore a unified voice from

our nation's religious communities expressing the

views of this series previous contributors would help

ensure that our government is focused on stewardship
of the Earth

How has my own environmentalism held up over

the years Not well but the positive intentions are

evident I hope

www saveourcanyons org
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Point Counterpoint

Hikers versus Bikers

The Biker
By Tom Diegel SOC member

0ur local mountains are well-loved for their

hundreds of miles of gorgeous trails While

many of these trails are hikers-only a fair chunk of

the trails are also much beloved by mountain bikers

many of whom are SOC members This can lead to

hiker rider interactions which can create subsequent

conflicting views on both trail uses and ethics

The 1964 Wilderness Act was later interpreted to

prohibit mountain bikes For the most part cyclists

around the country have respected this edict This

can be seen in the Wasatch where mountain bikes are

virtually never seen inside the wilderness boundaries

despite the relatively easy access to and rideability

of the wilderness trails The prevalence of nearby

wilderness and effective management has generally

kept the hiker biker conflict low however two recent

events threaten to erode this fragile relationship

First SOC has been pushing for wilderness

designation for the south-facing side of Big Cottonwood

Canyon in an effort to stave off development efforts

there and in order to create a large-enough contiguous

piece of wilderness to qualify it for such management
status it appears that the new area would engulf the

Mill D trail a primary cycling trail Any plan that does

not acknowledge the loss of the low-end BCC access

to the crest trail will alienate many in the cycling

community A possible option may be to facilitate

the permitting of a new trail that could run adjacent

to the wilderness roughly from Desolation Lake back

through to the Mule Hollow area an option that could

impress upon the cycling community the difficulty and

value of trail design and construction Challenge to our

readers can you align this proposed trail in such a way as

to avoid losing thousands of acres of potential wilderness

Ed In any case it is essential to realize that the benefit

of stopping development is appreciated by both

hikers and bikers It's difficult to use wilderness

to protect any public land these days therefore it's of

utmost importance that the backcountry community
presenta united voice to protect our public lands from

development By cutting off the Mill D trail cyclists

will at best be sorely tempted to break the law and

continue to ride the trail anyway and at worst SOC
risks losing a large group of potential allies in its efforts

as well as possibly alienating those members of the

organization who share SOC's vision for the canyons

yet also own ride mountain bikes

Second recently some anonymous cyclists put up
a freeride course near the White Pine trailhead The

weekly Wasatch Environmental Update program on

KRCL bemoaned this new development in illegal trail

building associated this unfortunate incident with all

cyclists at large and made the unfortunate assumptions
that not only was there no hope for management of

deranged mountain bikers but that the entire cycling

community was more aligned with the motorized

movement than with SOC's mission

What is freeride mountain biking In short what

it entails is building bridges jumps ramps teeter

totters etc to test riders skills Many times existing

logs are used but well-developed freeride areas also

import leftover construction debris Using specialized

bikes riders are able to do fairly amazing feats on

their bikes Ironically this sport has the potential to

be far-less destructive to the natural environment than

regular mountain biking since not only are many of

the elements constructed above potentially fragile

ground but the areas can be very concentrated since

like a skate park a lot of challenge can be created in a

relatively small space
In the case of the White Pine area there is no doubt

that what the users were doing was illegal since they

did not have a trail-building permit but creating these

types of parks with open dialogue and creative

management can result in both fulfilling the new

generation of riders and actually concentrate their use

so that they are less apt to be on trails just as skate

parks have lured kids away from business parks and

malls freeride parks can lure riders off other trails to

concentrated areas This could be a great opportunity

for a ski resort like Brighton to provide a summertime

alternative to their popular winter terrain park There

are great examples all over the country of communities

doing exactly that resulting in a win-win situation for

I O-Save Our Canyons Autumn 2006 www saveourcanyons org
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E14

Heave Ho No these SOC members are not participating in a contest to see who gets the

biggest hernia They're removing large and small rocks from trails in one of several

Save Our CanyonslVorest Service trail work parties The successful work season ended
with a pizza party at the Wasatch Mountain Club's lodge at Brighton

Another Beautiful Trail Season
By Gayle Parry SOC Trustee

T he Wasatch Mountains were at their best this

past trail season The weather was superb and

the company couldn't be beat Again Save Our

Canyons and the Wasatch Mountain Club racked up
an impressive number of working hours rehabilitating

our trails Volunteers from Save Our Canyons alone

contributed an amazing 232 hours We are happy to say

that this effort saved the cash-strapped Forest Service

a lot of money while making our popular hiking trails

safer and more resistant to erosion

Hearty volunteer trail crews under the direction

of Andy Smith Natural Resource Manager and Snow

Ranger for the Wasatch-Cache National Forest worked

on the Mt Olympus Lake Mary Lake Blanche and

Mill D North trails In June trail crews succeeded in

cutting back overgrown oak brush and redoing 120 ft

of tread trail building two new water bars as well as

constructing 6 check dams on the Mt Olympus Trail

In July crews took on 50 ft of tread repair and built 7

check dams and 3 water bars on the Lake Mary Trail

The Dog LakeDesolation Trail junction received

13 new check dams and 5 water bars in August In

September the Lake Blanche Trail received 20 ft of tread

repair plus 50 ft of berm removal and maintenance to

38 water bars

Our congratulations to Westminster College who
working through Save Our Canyons donated the

muscle of nine students and faculty on their annual

Westminster College Service Day to the betterment of

the Mill D North Trail The Westminster group put in

a total of 36 volunteer hours This is the second year
that Westminster has contributed volunteers through

I 2-Save Our Canyons Autumn 2006

this program
Save Our Canyons volunteers numbered seventeen

with three people participating on all four days Our
thanks to Chris Biltoft Trail Director for the WMC
and a member of SOC Dave Andrenyak a regular

for many years and new volunteer Jim Catano for

their outstanding efforts working on the trails on all

four days Four people came out twice including

Sarah Brummel Matt Hanson Gayle Parry and Mark
Earl Ten volunteers came once but many of these

people who make it just one or two times a season

come out year after year Of all the volunteers eight

are new These include Keith Alleman Jim Catano

Sarah Brummel Art and Matt Hanson Mark Earl John

Porcher and Mikee Linville SOC would also like to

thank Alexis Kelner Will McCarvill Dave Parry Larry

Swanson Cheryl Hart and Steve Roens for their help
Save Our Canyons was delighted to welcome three

bicyclists from the biking group Team Pedros this

year Scott Shoenbek Scott Endicott and Doug Wismer

were great fun to have along and absolutely awesome
in the hard work they did on the Mill D North Trail

We understand from one of the Scotts that about half

the members of the Pedros are named Scott They
claim that you only have to say Scott and you have the

attention of nearly everyone present They intend to

come back next year with some more of their biking

buddies named Scott We are looking forward to

members of the Pedros and also other bikers coming

out next year to help with the trails

The second annual Pizza Party on the patio of the

Wasatch Club Lodge finished off the last day of the

www saveourcanyons org
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A freerider tests his mettle on a trail constructedfor such downhilling

The Good the Bad the Ugly
and a Nostra Culpa

GOOD Half of all skiers and snowboarders who
come to Utah make Salt Lake County hotels their

vacation base That's up from 43 percent back in 2003

according to a new report from Ski Utah Hope this

trend continues

GOOD The Draper City Council unanimously

approved the good Corner Canyon Master Plan

on Tuesday night And on top of that it was learned

Draper Irrigation Co probably will not pursue a plan

for a 14-acre reservoir in the north end of the canyon

7
Bravo Draper citizens

mow

11Mdgflgf RM
NNw

GOOD In a recent case in Arizona a federal court

found that a Forest Service hiking fee was illegal

The case is complicated aren't they all Robert

Funkhouser president of a Colorado group fighting

against fees for visiting public lands had this to say

about the ruling For them USFS to continue to

charge fees for parking hiking and backcountry

access after this ruling is inexcusable Selling access

I 4-Save Our Canyons Autumn 2006

to those that can afford it is unjust and discriminatory

GOOD The recent election saw the well-deserved

defeat of the 7-term Congressman Richard Pombo the

Darth Vader of the GOP controlled anti-environment

Congress

BAD and no one knows why it's happening aspen
stands have been dying out across the west in

recent decades and only half those here 150 years

ago remain A conference Restoring the West

Aspen Restoration recently took place at Utah State

University Is it tree disease invading conifers

insects drought Experts are scratching their heads

BAD As reported elsewhere in this newsletter

a federal judge last month tossed out a Bush

administration policy that reopened more than 58

million acres of roadless forest closed off under

President Clinton Despite the ruling Gov Jon

Huntsman Jr plans to submit a roadless forest petition

to the Department of Agriculture next month And
the petition will be notable because it will in all

likelihood lack any specific request to protect the

state's roadless forest areas which comprise roughly
half of Utah's 8 million acres of national forest lands

Some states Utah among them seem willing to go
to any lengths to avoid protecting federal lands

www saveourcanyons org
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Come and Watch SOC Staffers Relax

Get Holiday Shopping Discounts on Your Book Purchases

Citizens Comnuttee to Save Our Canyons

PO Box 112017

Salt Lake City Utah 84147

Come watch Save Our Canyons folks sit

around in a comfy family room set up
in the new Holiday Living Window at

Sam Weller's New and Used Books 254

S Main Street We'll be sitting by the

window on December 6 from 2 to 4 pm
just reading our favorite books from Sam
Weller's and sipping hot chocolate with

our cookies

No matter how riveting this sounds the

spectator treat is not the best part SOC's

friends and neighbors can get an extra

discount off their Sam Weller's purchase

if they come in while the SOC family is in

the window
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