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, This year marks the one-hundredth "
1 anniversary of the founding of the United
States Forest Service (USFS) in 1905 when
Theodore Roosevelt and Gifford Pinchot,
" famously burning the midnight oil, set aside
" many of today’s National Forests. The Forest
Service has made a fascinating two-hour film,
THE GREATEST GOOD, to celebrate their birthday.
The greatest good? One has to wonder, especially
, in cases such as heli-skiing permits. :
" The anniversary is a good time to reflect on FS
" role in the Wasatch-Cache National Forest, which
manages federal lands in much of the Wasatch
" Range: The presence of the FS in Utah is .
- absolutely essential to remind us that federal
lands belong to the citizens of the United States,
: not to cities, counties or states — a fact very often .
- forgotten, especially in Utah. ¢
~ Save Our Canyons’ interaction with the USFS
- in Utah has been marked by the cordiality,
professionalism and open helpfulness of their
. .representatives here. We value their sincere -
1. efforts to involve the public in their difficult and .
nearly always contentious decisions. We often - -
wish that FS policy allowed the foresters to stay
_ around a little longer so they could experience
’ the results of their decisions.
- That being said, there is an inherent paradox
. in the democratic outreach efforts of a non-
_elected and powerful federal agency. The
~paradox lies in contradictory roles that we often-
~ would like to have the USFS play. On the one.
" hand we value a strong federal voice in the
- management of federal lands in our state, a state
_ that is often resentful of the presence or the very
.. existence of these national lands within its
boundaries. On the other hand, we wish for a
| Tess pro forma response to input from local .
¢, conservation — input encouraged the National
" Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). This

- without you-GALE Dick I

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

‘The
Forest Service
| Paradox

response often seems to be of the listen-and--

ignore variety.

Forest Service practices and policies have
done much to weaken the effectiveness of the
public participation required by NEPA, forang
opposition voices to find remedies in federal
courts. These courts, in turn, frequently defer to
the decisions of the USFS. “If the Forest Service
said it, it is by definition true and best”. Thus FS
decisions, no matter how flawed, are difficult to
challenge. The chain of appeal within the Forest
Service is mere ritual at the end of which the
agency itself sits in judgment on the correctness

--of its ewn decisions.-Required mediation .- ... . =

sessions are typically unfruitful. On top of all
this is the exasperating ease with which forest-
planning rules can be changed with the stroke of
a pen and without any significant public input.
The frequent reluctance of the local FS to use
the opportunity offered by the 1964 Wilderness
Act to protect the forests is disheartening, -
especially when one realizes that the idea of

‘protected wilderness came from far-sighted
individuals in the Forest Service itself. This

reluctance is now bearing bitter fruit as the
present administration attacks the protective
management of Roadless Areas, management
that the FS often touts as a viable alternative to
wilderness status. Wilderness designation offers
protections that Forest Plans and the vagaries of
political currents cannot. . '
Anyway! Happy birthday to you, United
States Forest Service. You often give us fits. You
are underfunded, understaffed, at the mercy of
wildly fluctuating federal policies, despised by
someone no matter what you do,- not ent'lrely . o
unlike SOC. We won’t give up trying to get you
to agree with us. S e
Can't live with you; can’t live o

Wl

i
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Wasatch-Cache Employee
Wins National Wllderness

Award

By Gayle lParry, SOC Trustee

| _ ‘
]oelle Dickson, Backcountry Ranger. for the Wa-

satch-Cache National Forest, was awarded the
2004 Wilderness Education Leadership Award in

Washington, D.C. on June 22nd as part of the Forest -

Service’s National Team Leadership Meeting. The
award was given in recognition of her outstanding
wilderness education work, including the develop-
ment of public presentations in celebration of the
40th anniversary of the Wilderness Act, and work
with volunteer groups

The award was the highlight of many wonderful
experiences in D.C. for Joelle. She heard speeches
from important dignitaries and had the opportunity
to visit a different kind of National Park that in-
cluded the Lincoln Memorial, the Vietham memo-
rial and other national historic places. She com-
mented,-"I'm so grateful that we have mountains,
forests, rivers and trails to enjoy. I felt a great deal

-of empathy for the Park Service employees that run
.the National Mall -and other treasures of history in
‘that truly urban environment! But hey, they proba-

bly like it--I'm just glad I'm here, a true Westerner at
heart.” L

Save Our Canyons' Wilderness Volunteers, along
with trail volunteers from the Wasatch Mountain
Club and the Wasatch 100, have worked closely un-
der the leadership of Joelle and other Forest Service
personnel rehabilitating campgrounds and trails in
the Wasatch Mountains during the past three years.

During these three years, Joelle's love of nature and
. wilderness became evident. -The respect that Joelle

'has won among these trail volunteers was obvious
from the very positive reaction when it was an-

nounced- on the trail that she was receiving thls

, award

" Joelle was inspired to make an outstanding cele-
bration of the 40th Anniversary of the Wilderness
Act as a result of attending a Wilderness Ranger
Meeting in Aspén, Colorado two years ago. React-
ing to a stimulating speech by Ralph Swain, the con-

' ference leader, Joelle applied for a grant to educate

the pubhc “about the momentous passage of the

‘Wilderness Act and what it has meant to the people

of this great country.
_Those of us who were fortunate enough to be the
recipients of Joelle's efforts learned the history be-
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‘hind the act and its results, not only nationally but

also locally.  The educational tools used to convey
this information ran the gamut from Power Point

presentations and movies to public speakers. The

speakers included Salt Lake Mayor, Rocky Andert
son, Margaret Pettis and Dick Carter of the H1gh
Uintas Preservation Council, Alexis Kelner, co-
founder of Save Our Canyons, and Wayne Padgett,
Forest Ecologist for the Wasatch-Cache national
Forest.

Joelle commented, "For myself, I was particularly
grateful and impressed by the team effort I was able
to garner when I started making it known that I was
organizing these events. Every person I spoke to
was willing to offer something in support - from
advertising in the Save Our.Canyons and Wasatch
Mountain Club newsletters to Ken Straley on the
Ashley National Forest who produced all of the
event posters and contributed financially to sup-
porting my time spent on the project and sent a
ranger from his forest to staff information tables to
people from the District and Supervisor's office at-
tending the events.

“I also felt very blessed to-have gotten the vd-
unteer participation of all of our speakers, especially
Alexis Kelner and Dick Carter, who personally lob-
bied for Utah's wilderness bills. It was exciting for
me to hear Dick's tale of his experience lobbying for
Utah wilderness on the floor in Congress when he
said how small he felt among all of the issues Con-
gress has to decide on a daily basis. The fact that
Dick'was willing to do this and felt it was important
enough to him and the American people is a classic
story of what a small group of dedicated people can
accomplish. Personally, I think protection of public
land in any form is a great catalyst for us to remem-
ber our roots as a nation, and I think that's one of
the important purposes of public lands, and wilder-
ness in particular, as an inspiration to remember our
common ground as citizens of the world." |

Ioelle Dickson
enjoys Desolation
Canyon.
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”"Save Our Canyons’ great strength is that they are focused on
a limited set of issues in a limited area that allows them to be

very effective.” — Clay Northrop

Volunteer Profile

Clay Nbrthtop—

Preserving Open Space

By GAYLE PARRY, L
SOC Trustee and Volunteer _Coordinator '

C-lay Northrop was a key leader in the successful
\__purchase and permanent protection of fourteen

acres of open space at the base of Grandeur
Peak. The purchase was accomplished through the
efforts of the Trust for Public Lands, Save Our Can-

was part of a group who learned ‘that a developer

wanted to buy twenty-five acres of inaccessible land

.above the neighborhood where Grandeur Peak is
accessed from the west, and then build a road across
an area where climbers, hikers, and-dog walkers
enjoy an entrance to Grandeur Peak. This was the

only way that the developer could access the

twenty-five acres just to the south. For Clay, and
several of his neighbors, this information started a
round of hard work and effort on this issue. His

goal, and those of his neighbors, was to save this -

land for open space in perpetuity.

Clay Northrop is part of the interesting history of
these fourteen acres. Utah Power and Light origi-
nally owned the land and wanted to sell it. They
sold it to Trust for Public Lands thinking that it
would 'be protected. This was a temporary solution,
.as TPL does not hold land. The usual solution is to
pass it on to the Forest Service. This time, the land
did not meet thic correct criteria for the Forest Serv-
ice, creating a dilemma about what to do with the
land. S '

The potential developer asked Trust for Public
Lands if he could build a road across the parcel.
The answer was no. When that idea failed, he asked
if Trust for Public Lands would swap the twenty-
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five acres of unstable hillside that had no access for

the fourteen stable acres that did have access and,
therefore, could be developed for houses. Neighbors
were consulted and definitely decided that they did

_ ~* not want this parcel to go to a developer.
yons, Utah Open lands and-individual-dongrs. ~Clays:-.-.-Clay-called Save Our.Canyons to get information

about the Foothills and Canyons' Overlay Zone
regulations just before a Community Council

- meeting was called in Clay's neighborhood to dis-
. cuss-what to-do. The neighborhood was anxious to

save the parcel from development.

* Clay Northrop spoke at this meeting in support
of the idea that they might be able to save both par-
cels if they could somehow buy the fourteen-acre
parcel. Salt Lake County had already been ap-
proached by Trust for Public Lands about putting
up some money to help buy the land. It was not
enough. Trust for Public Lands, Mount Olympus
Community Council, Save Our Canyons and neigh- -
borhood residents then met with the County as a
group to ask for more money. The County prom-
ised.$290,000 if -the community could come up with
$40,000. The goal was met. Salt Lake County now
owns and maintains the property as open space
with a conservation easement held by Utah Open
Lands. ' :

Save Our Canyons members see this as a won-
derful example of what can be done when a com-
munity pulls together to benefit the public and to
protect our foothills and mountains. Clay studjed
the issue, attended and spoke at meetings, passed

v

out flyers, went door to door to speak to neigflb'ors

www.saveour canyons.'org




and did everything he could to make this open
space a reality. Clay feels that, "In twenty-five years
the population pressure will be terrible. People are
going to appreciate open space more than ever be-
fore. They will realize what a wonderful gift was
given to them by all the people who fought so hard
to make this open space a reality."

Clay grew up in northern New York surrounded
by open space. He wants the same for his children:
Graham, age five, and Ava who is two. It was the
reason he and his wife, Dianne, moved into the par-
ticular neighborhood that they did. He sees Salt
Lake as a one of a kind city where people can be in
beautiful mountain scenery in a matter of minutes.

Clay and Dianne moved here ten years ago after
Clay had fallen in love with the city and mountains,
first as a skier, then an employee at a lodge in Alta,
and then a permanent resident. He is a mechanical
engineer who is employed by Boston Scientific Cor-
poration, a company that produces medical devices.
A member of Save Our Canyons and contributor for
nine years, Clay became actively involved when he

__Lll\)ubihxu):,u R A AT

commented and wrote letters on the Snowbird
Master Development Plan in 1995. Since then, he
has been involved in several other issues, and has
kept SOC informed about events in the Olympus
Cove area. His main interest is in preserving open
space. Clay says, "Anyone who wants to make land
use decisions in the West should try living in the
East to see what it's like where open space is se-
verely limited." ’ IR

Speaking about Save Our Canyons, Clay com-
ments, "Save Our Canyons' great strength is that
they are focused on a limited set of issues in a lim-
ited area that allows them to be very effective."

Save Our Canyons feels fortunate to have been a
part of this outstanding endeavor by spending
many hours meeting with those who were involved,
informing the public of what was transpiring, and
in raising money to buy the property. We owe our
thanks to Clay for alerting us to the Grandeur Peak
issue which made it possible for us to help in a very
worthwhile project.Q

RS ST AT SELNEE TICIEE S {40 4

Good News for Grahdéur Peak

 This 14-acre piece of property at the mouth of
_Parley's Canyon will now be protected forever. Save
, Our Canlyons, The Trust for Publi¢ Land and"Utah-
~'Open Lands have worked together with the help of
" the Wasatch Mountain Club, the Mount Olympus
' Community Council and Salt Lake County to
_protect this magnificent foothill open space.
. This property provides access to the Bonneville
.. ‘Shoreline Trail, rock climbing sites and Grandeur
. Peak and is a tremendous community asset. The
_ property will'be deeded to Salt Lake County with a
' conservation easement held by Utah Open Lands.
" The campaign's goal was to raise $40,000 from the
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community to match the Salt Lake County

contribution of $290,000. That goal was reached!

" A celebration was held at the site on Thursday,

. May 26th from 10:30. AM to 12:00 PM at the - .
trailhead. County Mayor Peter Corroon, 14-year old
community member Lou Callister, SOC's Lisa
Smith, and Des Barker of Utah Open Lands all *
spoke. The event was presided over by Will Rogers
of the Trust for Public Lands. A boulder displaying
a plaque to commemorate the organizations and
individuals who made the protection possible was
unveiled and will serve as a reminder to those who
pass that the space is preserved for all to enjoy.
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Salt Lake County

—The Wild Card in the Conservation Deck—

By Tom Stephens, SOC Trustee .

As the readers of this newsletter know and appreciate, the Wasatch is an absolute ]ewel It
serves as a watershed, provides recreation and a wild refuge from urban life. Geographically, it
is very small. Nowhere else in the U.S. can one fine a similar precious natural resource located
in such close proximity to a large urban population. It is also easily degraded. ' '

Save Our Canyons Works
on a Number of Fronts

Save Our Canyons works with the U.S. Forest
Service on myriad issues arising from the
development and recreation pressures found in the
Wasatch Cache National Forest. SOC also works
with local government, primarily Salt Lake County,
as approximately 20% of the land comprising the
Wasatch Mountains, including that which is located
within Salt Lake County, is prnvately owned, a legacy of
patented mining ciaims from 19" and early 20th century
mining activity. ‘Although SOC has been involved in
‘county ' planning and. zoning matters for years, seven
'years ago ‘SOC began~torput- more: resources: into
influencing county planning and zoning outcomes,
as it was clear that development pressures on these
private lands was intensifying. Over the past several
years hundreds of -hours have been spent by SOC
volunteers, SOC staff and its lawyers on research,
attending and testlfymg -at administrative hearings
and, finally, pressmg hhgatxon against the county.

Foothllls & Canyons Overlay Zone Ordinance .
The Salt Lake County zoning ordinance that is- the

primary line of defense for the protectlon of that portion
of the Wasatch thhm its jurisdiction is the Foothills and

. Canyons Overlay 7one (FCOZ) ordinance. It was enacted

in 1998 after a long publlc discussion and debate by all
the stakeholders: County ‘government, “ski' resorts,
landowners and consérvation organizations. The FCOZ
ordinance has laudable goals, which are:

e Preserve v1sua1 and aesthetic qualities, including

. prominent ridgélines, and preserve the natural

" character ‘of the foothills and canyons by
estabhs}ung standards for development

. Encourage development that  fits the natural
slope of the land reduce risks associated with
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As _consequence, of SOC's involvement in county

" 'pro development stance and’ ¢

natural hazards, and proh1b1t act1v1t1es that
~would degrade fraglle soﬂs, steep slopes and
water quality.
In addition to the FCOZ ordmance the county
enacted the Wasatch Canyons Master Plan. The goal
of this master plan is to accommodate uses that will
not “significantly diminish the quality of canyon
resources or the quality of the canyon experience”.
This master plan is not a zoning ordinance and does

not have the force of law. It is merely a guide.

‘Salt Lake County is Failing to Protect the Wasatch

Mountains c

+ A Vi
zoning ' controversies, we “have’ comeq”t'oeThe

conclusion that the FCOZ ordinance is not serving
its stated purpose. Three examples of its failure are
the County approvals of the Harper Quarry
expansion in Parley’s Canyon, the subdivision
access road at the mouth of Big Cottonwood
Canyon and the construction of primary and second

‘homes in the foothills and canyons that are

incongruent with the stated purposes of FCOZ.

i,

The Reasons FCOZ is Not Working '~

There ‘are two primary reasons for the anemic

performance of the FCOZ ordinance, the first being

the chronic under-funding of the Salt Lake County
Planning Department, which is charged with
enforcing the FCOZ ordinance. The second reason is
political. Salt Lake County is an amorphous entity;
its unincorporated areas are random islands in a sea
of cities, with the consequence being that there has
been a lack of vision as to how the unincorporated
areas should look and feel and little or.no municipal
identity. In addition, former Mayor Nancy

- Workman’s. regime was notable: for, 1ts unabashed

P2

: e? lack of
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sensitivity or concern for the preservatlon of the
foothills and canyons.

The opportunity to Improve and Enforce the
FCOZ Ordinance

Newly elected Mayor Peter Coroon has an

unprecedented opportunity to protect those
portions of the Wasatch that are within the county’s
jurisdiction.

As a consequence of much interaction with the
county on the Harper Quarry expansion and the
subdivision access road at the mouth of Big
Cottonwood Canyon, beginning with years of
administrative hearings and ending with litigation,
SOC is making the following recommendations to
improve the FCOZ ordinance to both Mayor Coroon
and the county council:

* Appoint preservation-minded county residents
to the Planning Commission and the Board of
Adjustment.

* Restrict the ability of the Board of Adjustment to
grant variances to FCOZ. For example, Salt Lake
City planning and zoning codes prohibit its
Board of Adjustment from granting variances to
its hillside ordinance slope restrictions.

—45imply abolish the Board of Adjustment, as

allowed by the Utah State Land Use Code.

* Beef up the criteria for granting a variance from
- FCOZ.

* As a prerequisite for the Board of Adjustment to
consider a variance from FCOZ, require that
planning and zoning matters be resolved first.
(Such as having the applicant prove access to
water and sewer services.)

» Adjust the purpose and rationale for the FCOZ
ordinance in such a manner that protecting the
natural character and viewscape becomes the
paramoyntpurpose. L .,

* Variance applications should- first go before
township planning commissions for their
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approval. Disapproval would prevent the Board
‘of Adjustment from granting the variance.

* Road construction across slopes in excess of 30%
must be strictly prohibited and not subject to
Board of Adjustment appeal.

* Limits of disturbance shall not exceed 10% of the
surface area on lots of one acre or more.

e Limits of disturbance on lot sizes of less than
one-acre need to be scaled to the size of the lot.

* Adopt an wunambiguous definition of
“prominent ridgeline” to be any ridgeline that
can be viewed from of any paved road or
maintained trail.

* The height of the building shall not exceed the
average height of the trees on the lot, and under
no circumstances shall buildings exceed a height
of 20 feet above ground level.

* From the FCOZ Site Development and Design
Standards delete the phrase “To the maximum
extent feasible”.

* Define precisely what constitutes “minor ski
resort improvements” so as to not to include

+ v lodges, restaurants; <condom1n1ums, homes, and

~ parking lots.’

* Purchase from willing private landowners that
land that is most at risk of being developed.

* Purchase from willing private landowners that
land which is most likely to serve as an access
point to other canyon or foothill land that is at
risk of being developed. :

Compared to Salt Lake City’s prevailing zoning
ordinances-and foothill preservation ethic, Salt Lake
County is far behind. Foothill and canyon
development pressures continue to build

inexorably. Salt Lake County Planning and Zoning
plays a cntlcal role in this crucial task.Q -
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THE ENVIRONMENT

—A Religious Perspective—

Rev. Tom Goldsmith, First Unitarian Church

world.

This article by Rev. Tom Goldsmith is part of a Save Our Canyons sponsored series of essays
from the clergy of many diverse religions describing their philosophies concerning the natural

As Americans show little or no restraint in their
insatiable appetites for more, bigger, better,

entitled in fact to disproportionate quantities of
non-renewable resources while remaining exempt

. from any global effort to heal and restore the world,

I have to wonder why we deliberately deny the
natural world any respect. We all know that the
Bush administration feels no qualms in either, alter-
ing science or ignoring science to fit its big business
agenda, but the irritating part of it all for me per-
sonally rests with the religious justification to ignore
the interconnected web of all existence. I almost
have to ask: Is religion harmful to sustaining life on
our planet7

I can’t help but notlce that America is the most
religious nation in the western world, with more
than an astounding 50% of the population dutifully
practicing their faith in houses of worship each
weekend. Europe on the other hand, finds its his-
torical churches filled with tourists while natives
make virtually no room in their lives for the actual
practice of religion. And yet we must concede that
America for all its religiosity remains the lead sinner
in the world for not only abusing the environment
but also for its hubris in failing to0 cooperate with
other nations to make the earth more habitable.

Not all religions are harmful to the environment.
Although the new wave of evangelical faith might
herald the biblical proclamation that man (sic) holds
dominion over the earth, (and shows the natural
world who's boss), many mainline faiths argue that
God demands that we hold the earth as a sacred
trust and that faith compels us to be custodians of
this magnificent creation. I would naturally support
the argument that our charge in life is to serve as
custodians for the earth, but the nature of the debate
drives me crazy. The religious world, be it from the
extreme right or moderate center gets hopelessly
entangled in a senseless debate: Figuring out the
intent of the Creator. Some insist that He (sic) has
placed us in charge as though this earth was all
meant for us to enjoy, and when the earth runs out
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of goodies for the next generation, He (sic) will pro-
vide a solution. Others contend, yet still maintaining
that they know what God has in mind, that the deity
will not renew resources for our children and
grandchildren down the line, but that we better take
care of what we have because that’s all we get.
Arguing if there is a Creator or not, or what the

Creator really has in mind, seems to. me a monu-

mental waste of time because it can’t ever be
proven. Rather than focus on the Creator, isn't it
time that religion turn its attention more towards
the Creation itself. Personally I find more spiritual
merit in the awe and beauty inspired by the intricate
web of being than in worrying about whether or not
God exists and what this God wants us to do.

New discoveries in the biological sciences reveal
that the interconnected web of all existence is more
profoundly connected than even our wildest imagi-
nations might fathom. Giraffes in sub-Saharan Af-
rica, for example, are especially fond of eating the
leaves of the Massasa tree. As long as not too many
of the leaves on a particular tree are consumed, the
tree and the giraffe cohabit harmoniously. But when
a hungry giraffe consumes so many leaves that the
tree’s well-being is threatened, the tree raises the
acidic content in its leaves. The giraffes no longer
find them tasteful, and stop eating them. Ecologists
are finding that the relationships in any particular

ecosystem are complex and pervasive. Every species

of plant and animal has a part to play in the health
of the whole.

Religion in America seems preoccupled with di-
vining sacred truth (as though that were possible),
and prescribing answers found in scripture written
in a pre-scientific world. The religious sensibilities
revealed in scripture, like sharing with those who
have less than you and caring for those who are in
need, gain credibility in the remarkable story of the
giraffes and the Massasa tree: When individuals
consume too much, the health of the whole:is
threatened. To extend the metaphor to these times,
our selfish consumptions to feed our affluent life-
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styles leaves a bitter taste. Some of us are beginning
to notice.

The spiritual discipline required of us today calls
for living with respect for the interconnected web of
all existence, and humbly recognizing our small
part in life’s intricate processes. Once we stop sec-
ond-guessing what the Creator is thinking, and
move our religious commitments to the Creation
itself, then we can begin to repair the harm we’ve
exacted upon this gentle earth. I hope that religion

189Vs 3uiT5 e

starts to emphasize the discipline of humility and
respect and compassion for the infinite ecosystems
that sustain the world. The Creator may inspire de-
bate, but the Creation is too beautiful and fragile to
ignore. It is our home and the home of everything
that pulsates with the miracle of life. Religion must
become a viable partner in saving the world from
ourselves. Q .

REV. TOM GOLDSMITH came to the First Unitarian Church
in Salt Lake City in 1987 after serving two Massachusetts
churches in the Boston area. Originally from New York
City, he graduated Harvard Divinity School in 1975. Tom
has published widely, having an Op-Ed column in the
Boston Herald for three years prior to moving west, and
writing for Modern Bride Magazine, and a host of local
periodicals in the Intermountain West. He plays bass in a
folk group, enjoys hiking the canyons, and is married to
Mary Tull. Together they have five children.

Stseysr t N . P 1 .

This lawsuit asks the FS to take a harder
look at whether and how WPG operates in
the mountains near SLC. The FS has been
letting Powderbird operate in the moun-
tains near SLC for more than 30 years and
it has never really examined the impacts
helicopter skiing operations have on wild-
life and other people in the backcountry.

It has become only more urgent over the
years for the FS to examine these impacts,
as the backcountry near the city has be-
come one of the most congested—if not the
most congested—winter backcountry-use
“| 7 7 areasin the country. The FS has not come
to grips with this, and it made the decision
orice again to issue a permit to WPG with-

o - out having any idea how much effect they

SOC Files Lawsuit
Against Forest Service Policies
on Helicopter Skiing

are having on other people and animals in
the backcountry.

For the benefit of very few people,
Powderbird is allowed to destroy the natu-
ral quiet that wildlife needs and that so
many people come to the backcountry to.
find. Itis also allowed to use explosives to
set off avalanches, making it just a matter
of time before a backcountry skier or snow-
shoer is killed or injured. We feel it is un-
reasonable and unsafe for the Forest Serv-
ice to continue to permit helicopter skiing
in the mountains near SLC and we believe
that, if the FS truly understood the adverse
impacts these operations were having, it
might agree.

www.saveourcanyons.org
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Free Diet and Weight Loss Trail Program yields outstanding ré$ults! !

Wilderness Volunteers Tackle Mill B North Fork Trail

By Gayle Parry, SOC Trustee and Volunteer Coordinator N

As advertised, Save Our Canyons' trail volun-
teers dropped several pounds and gained a bit
more muscle working on Mill B North Fork in Big
Cottonwood Canyon on June 11th.

This was one of the most ambitious projects we

have yet undertaken and.the,improvements in the

first mile of the trail were spectacular

We started out the day in the usual way by con-
suming, in short order, the bagels and cream cheese
furnished by our illustrious Wilderness Ranger and
leader, Sean Wetterberg. Sean then presented an
award to Save Our Canyons' own Dave Andrenyak
for his loyalty and consistency in working on the

trails. Dave's first Trail Day was September of 2002. ’

He has missed only one Trail Day since then. He
works as hard as anyone in the group.  Save Our
Canyons feels lucky to have someone like Dave as a
volunteer and proud that the Forest Service would
choose to honor him with a Leave No Trace T-shirt
and baseball cap. »

We carpooled to Mill B where the volunteers
were divided into ability levels. We were then ready
to tackle the job ‘at hand. About half of the group
was involved in-the lower trail where badly eroded
check dams had to be taken out and replaced. In
one place, a deep gully had formed where debris
could fall down to the Big Cottonwood Road close
below. Here a retaining wall was built in a process
called dry walling. Huge boulders were placed at
the bottom with layers of progressively smaller

rocks rising-to the top of the draw. There is no-

doubt that these volunteers developed a lot of mus-
cle in addition to the considerable amount they al-
ready had. I have heard that those same muscles

10 - Save Our Canyons — Summer, 2005 -

were a bit sore the next day. Chris Biltoft, Will
.McCarvill, Alexis Kelner and some others had to

work twice as hard because they belong to both the
Wasatch Mountain Club and Save Our Canyons.

While half the group labored on the projects just
described, the others hiked :further up:thé trail.
They worked hard replacing waterbars, ¢lipping
back vegetation from the trail, and working on a
campsite.

Please admire the work these people have done
on this trail and remember that they are doing it to
keep our mountains healthy and to make your hike
more enjoyable. The people to thank from Save Our

Canyons are Dave Andrenyak, Kurt Becker, Carly

Castle, Julia Hendrian, Eric Steckel, Sheryl and
Larry Swanson, Alexis Kelner, Chris: Biltoft and
Will McCarvill (representing both the Wasatch
Mountain Club and SOC), along with Forest Serv-
ice Personnel and other volunteers who came as in-
dividuals or with the Wasatch Mountain Club.

Everyone looked forward to ice cold water and
walnut chocolate brownies made by Bill Parry when
the work was accomplished. Unfortunately, no-
body got them because Gayle Parry locked them in
her car aleng with her keys. If you will join us
August 13 for our next FREE Diet and Strength
Training Trail Day, I promise that I will not lock my
keys in the car and will supply some delicious re-
freshments to tired, lighter weight, stronger people
who no longer haveto worry about how much they
weigh.Q ) S

www.saveourcanyons.org.




Biéﬁ_CottonWood Subdivision Access Road

Appellate Court Rules Against SOC

n June 24, 2005 the Appellate Court issued its
ruling on SOC’s appeal to the adverse decision
rendered by Judge Tyrone Medley this past
fall. The ruling was not what we wanted. However,
SOC is analijzing the merits of an appeal of this ruling to
the Utah State Supreme Court. A decision will be made
shortly. ¢~~~ S o
It was felt that SOC’s opposition to Salt Lake
County’s ‘approval of the subdivision access road at
the mouth of Big Cottonwood Canyon had compel-
ling legal merit and warranted the time and expense
of an appeal. So SOC appealed. o
SOC’s attorney, Joe Tesch of Tesch Law Offices
had argued the following in both a written brief and
in oral argument.
& The variances granted by the Board of Ad-
justment substantially violated the general plan
and were therefore contrary to the public interest
and the intent of the Foothills & Canyons Over-
lay Zone ordinance. The appellate court dis-
‘agreed, ruling that the variances granted did not
violate the general plan bécause the road is to
| give, access to.an .qpprovled s_ubdivvis‘ion, w_hich is
~d permitted use. ’ o - o
" @There is no substantial evidence that the Board
of Adjustment feviewed alternative access
* .routes. The appellate court disagreed, ruling that
- there was sufficient evidence in the record to
‘support the contention that the developer had no
other currently available access route.
@ The Board of Adjustment engaged in a private
closed session immediately prior to its June 18,
.-2003 public meeting, where conclusions were
.most- likely drawn and individual decisions
made, that was not noticed and was closed to the

(I
LA O

public in violation of Utah Open Meeting laws.
The appellate court ruled that there was no evi-
dence in the record to show that any such meet-
ings took place and was therefore not a matter to

- be decided by the court. .

@ Three members of the Board of Adjust admit-
ted to having engaged in private (“ex parte”)
meetings with County Council member Randy
Horiuchi prior to rendering their decision, where
this access road was discussed. Horiuchi had a
history of association with the developer, there-
fore tainting the Board of Adjustment’s decision
to grant the variances. The appellate court ruled
that SOC failed to prove that any such meetings
ever took place and therefore was not a matter
for the court to rule on.

Besides possibly appealing this decision to the

Utah State Supreme Court, SOC intends to work
with Mayor Corroon and the County Council to im-
prove the Foothills and Canyons Overlay Zone Or-
dinance and tighten the procedural process to make
it less likely that in the future the Board of Adjust-
ment will have the authority to ignore the funda-
mental tenets of the FCOZordinance. This process;’
too, will be time-consuming with the outcome un-
certain. It is vitally important that you become en-
gaged in local politics, as local leaders gaining po-
litical office need to share your conservation ethic.

SOC’s lawyers, Joe Tesch and Stephanie Matsu-

mura, deserve highest admiration for their mostly
uncompensated work. Their legal briefs and oral
arguments were of the highest caliber. Thanks
much, Joe and Stephanie!Q

| e o o A Mportant SOC Events

SOC WILDERNESS VOLUNTEERS: Toin the SOC Wilderness Volunteers in our

beautiful, cool mountains for a day of healthy exercise helping maintain the trails, lakes, and

campsites of the Wasatch Mountains.

Saturday, August 13 and Saturday, September 10. Meet at the Big Cottonwood Canyon
| Park-and-Ride lot at 8:00 a.m. RSVP: Gayle Parry at gwparry@comcast.net

ANNUAL GEOLOGY HIKE: Geology Professor Bill Parry will focus on Utah’s big
faults, glacial deposits, springs, and much, much more. '

Saturday, August 20. Meet: 9:00 a.m. at the Big Cottonwood Canyon Park-and-Ride lot.
Sign up with Dave at 363-7283 or at DAVE@SAVEQURCANYONS.ORG.

WWWw.saveourcanyons.org
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Roadless Area Conservation Rule —

RIP

By John Worlock, SOC Trustee

n early May, 2005, to no one’s surprise, the De-
partment of Agriculture put a final nail in the cof-
fin of the Roadless Area Conservation Rule. This
rule, which we will call the Roadless Rule, was one
of the final acts of the Clinton Administration before
leaving office in January of 2001. Its intent was to
suspend and prevent future road building by the U.
S. Forest Service in those portions of its holdings
that were identified and inventoried as Roadless
Areas.
OK, where do you stand on the issue of
Roadlessness? There are those among us, and they

seem to be in charge in Washington, who seem to-

think that roadlessness is equivalent to uselessness:
that if there is no road, you can’t get into the forest
to use it,-or even to see it; and that fighting wildfires
is too dangerous and difficult without roads. They
are inclined to think of forests primarily as sources
of timber and perhaps mineral resources.

On the other hand, there are those in the conser-
vation and environmental community who believe

that roads, and the motorized traffic that they sup- -

port, seriously erode the value of precious forest
land, for both wildlife and human enjoyment. This
community is inclined to believe that land eligible
for wilderness designation should be protected from
road building, as roadlessness is a prerequisite for
such designation.

They also know that road building is an expen-

sivé. federal subsidy for the extractive industries,

and that The Forest Service is already unable to af-
ford the upkeep on its present roads.

Well, the new Rule announced in‘May by the
Bush Administration eliminates all the protections
provided by the Clinton Roadless Rule, and returns
control of Inventoried Roadless Areas to the local
Forest Service managers, following their own local
management plans. It is estimated that nationwide
these forest management plans allow road building
in some 59 percent of roadless areas.. -More impor-
tant to us, in Utah, are the local numbers.. In Utah,
the Forest Service controls about 8.2 million acres, of
which 4.0 million or almost half are inventoried
roadless. However, our forest management plans
allow road building in 90% -of those acres, leaving
only less than half a million protected acres.

The new Rule makes provisions for the States to
petition the Secretary of Agriculture to adopt special
rules for roadless area management within their
boundaries. But'the petition process is cumbersome
and expensive, and there is no guarantee that it will
be successful. Furthermore, given the characteristic
leanings of Governor Huntsman and his coordina-
tor of public lands policy, Lynn' Stephens, there is

little reason to suspect that Utah would petition in

favor of roadlessness!

Once again, this news from: Washmgtonﬂs—-not————,

good. We, in the environmental and conservation
community, will simply have to continue to empha-
size the values of roadlessness and wilderness. But
we’ll also fasten our seat belts, hoping that time and
the expense and complications of the petition proc-
ess are on our side. 4

I “

of Europe’s

Ascent of Mont Blanc in 1787

At 15,781ft. Mont Blanc is the hjghest summit in France. Today, it is
easily climbed by way of a series of huts and shelters, Horace-
Bénédict de Saussure was an early - though not the first — ascender
monarch of mountains.”

De Saussure took with him “a servant and eighteen guides and among
the bits of personal equipment that were carried up for him were a table of
logarithms, two half bottles of eau de cerises, mattresses, bed linen and a
green curtain, two green jackets, a white suit and three vests, five pairs of
shoes, five shirts for day wear and four to be worn an night, stockings of
silk and wool, six half bottles of white wine, and a parasol.”

He was obviously a man of some wealth.

This old tradition of pampering for the rich and sporty is alive and
well in the Wasatch in the form of heli-skiing.

12 - Sabe Our Canypns - Summe;_r, 2005
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nd Annual Lone Peak Celebration a Great Success |

On April 28" Save Our Canyons held the Second Annual Lone Peak Celebration. The event .
was attended by 142 Save Our Canyons members and friends. This year’s celebration was
held at Squatters, who graciously donated the space, food and service. The Lone Peak
Celebration is a benefit for Save Our Canyons and we took in over $4,000.00 for our work to
protect the Wasatch.

Special thanks go to Erik Dewall for once again providing the fantastic posters and
invitations, Eric McKenna and Shawn Vincent for providing the classy music and Ken Sleight
for his willingness to speak on behalf of Wilderness.

Save Our Canyons member Garrett Delavan (hilariously) served as auctioneer and auction
items were generously donated by the following businesses:

Golden Braid and Oasis Café Peery Hotel
The English Garden Brewvies Cinema-Pub
Café Diablo ‘ Este Pizza
Dancing Crane Studios Utahyaki Pottery
Amy Asherman Massage Kings English Bookstore
- Cactus and Tropicals Salt Lake City REI
Voilé Equipment Inc Salt Lake Acting Company
Black Diamond Porcupine Grill
Teva . The Beer Nut
The Green Building Center Wasatch Touring
Sundance Boulder Mountain Lodge
Utah Symphony and Opera - Chaco
"} os-ainoivWanderlust Images- . - ~+ 7 Desert Edge Pub:-:. )
o Havoc Photography - Vortex Packs
Ken Sanders Rare Books Snowbird Ski and Summer Resort
Salt Lake Patagonia Outlet Bill Gray — Cyberflora

Chaco Sandals

Visit these businesses and thank them for supporting Save Our Canyons.
See you at the 3" Annual Lone Peak Celebration next year!

A Very Dedicated" .
Volunteer

Jessica Lukas manages the Save Our
Canyons table
: 'for:KR.C:L s Day in the Park.

Jessica is a BYU student of
anthropology from Argentina with
broad interests and enthusiasms.

Thanks for helping SOC, Jessica.

www.saveourcanyons.org' 5
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The Good, the Bad, the Ugly—-and the Unstartling

GOOD. Newpark is a residential development near

'K1mball Junction in Summit County. Newpark's

current and past principals have donated a total of
453 acres of open space to benefit Swaner Nature
Preserve, which is located at the entry corridor to
Park City. Approximately one acre in the Newpark
Town Center is also being donated for a 10,000
square foot Nature Center that will be built for the
benefit of our community and destination visitors
alike.

GOOD? Don't miss the article "Dangerous Game" by
Nick Paumgarten in the April 18, 2005 New Yorker
(page 100). It includes a blography of Andrew
McLean, much about skiing in the Wasatch and
includes a cameo appearance by Bob Athey.

*GOOD. Salt-Lake County Mayor Corroon welcoming

public in open door meetings. The mayor has begun
monthly open door meetings with constituents. All

meetings will be held the third Thursday. of each
~month from 4 to 6 p.m. Spokesperson Jim Braden

said Corroon “made these-appointments a priority
so he can meet with citizens who might otherwise
have a difficult time scheduhng an appointment

‘with him.” Corroon’s. office isin room N2100 of the

Salt Lake county Government Center, 2001 South
State Street. ~

GOOD. ‘It is good to -see public lands users
squabbling over who did the most trail cleanup.
This is exactly what was recently on display in the
Salt Lake Tribune’s Public Forum where Save Our
Canyons members and OHV users bickered over

Brand New SOC Web Page

If you haven’t been to Save Our Canyons home on the internet for a while you
are in for a pleasant surprise. Almost a year in the making, the web site has a
fresh layout and design with some great new features such as a store selling
SOC merchandise and a search feature on our archive. This new site would
not have been possible without the 11tera11y thousands of hours of volunteer

work by Matt Aune and Walt Haas. Check it out at the same locatlon

WWW. saveourcanyons org

~ Give it a test drive today!
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- was claimed that the infamous 9/11 attacks on the

who was doing the most ‘cleanup and trail
maintenance.

BAD. All-Purpose Defense Argument: At the State
Court of Appeals hearing on May 30, the attorney
for Wasatch Pacific, the development company
pushing for the ordinance-busting road at the
mouth of Big Cottonwood Canyon used a novel
argument to describe the hardships faced by Terry
Diehl in developing his group of luxury homes. It

World Trade Center were at the root of road
alignment difficulties that led to the proposal that
SOC has been challenging in recent.years. The bad
part is that the Appeals Court bought this

argument.

UGLY. Utah Off Highway Vehicle, OHYV,
registrations of all terrain vehicles, dirt bikes and
snowmobiles rose from 77,509 in 1998 to 195,848 in
2004. This 253% increase in just 6 years is
astonishing and very worrisome. Source Salt Lake
Tribune April 24, 2005.

UNSTARTLING. (We told you so départment) Despite
attracting almost half a million more skiers and

snowboarders this.-year than.last,Alta,General— -:

Manager Onno" Wieringa was struck by the lack of
lift lines at his and other resorts. "Utah resorts have
so much capacity. Everybody got geared up because
of the [2002 Winter] Olympics and built roads,
parking and infrastructure so they could look good
We overbuilt," he sa1d Q

W
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From time to time SOC invites its members to
participate in a survey. One was included in a
recent fund-raising letter and we received many re-
sponses. If you didn’t respond, you can still par-
ticipate by filling out the same questionnaire ap-
pearing on our web site:

www.saveourcanyons.org/ getinvolved/.

‘We asked why you joined SOC, what issues are
most important to you, what SOC actions have been
most valuable to you, what outdoor activities you
engage in, what other conservation organizations
you belong to, how we can improve and a bit of
demographic information.

“The responses are interesting and, in some cases,
surprising:

& Wilderness seems to be by far the most im-
portant issue in the opinion of members.

" @®Mountain-biking as an issue is the least im-
portant.

4 Canyon urbanization and foothill development
are also seen as top priorities.

'@ Although heli-skiing didn’t rank high on the
j . list of important issues, it ranked tops in many peo-

“""”‘ple’ s-listtof: SOC-actions important to them person-
ally.

# Also ranking high on the list of appreciated
actions were SOC’s roles in challenging the Diehl
“deal and the preservation of the Grandeur Peak
trailhead.

@By far the most popular activity in the Wasatch
is hiking — 95% of our members do it.

John Worlock,
the mellow voice of
Save Our Canyons.

""" KReL Radio—
SOC'S WASATCH
mvmoummm UPDATE

www.saveourcanyons.org

members can fax to legislators.”

Some SOC Survey Results

@ As to the widely spread misconception that
SOC wants to shut down ski resorts, SOC members
prove the rumor wrong: some 50% of you are resort
skiers. .

~ @ Most SOC members belong to about 3 other
similar organizations among almost 40 that you
listed. An impressive bunch of activists!

@ About 2/3 of SOC members are male — a rather
surprising result. -

® Half of SOC’s members are over 56. Why is
this? One can only guess. Maybe it’s because the
longer you have been hiking and skiing the Wa-
satch, the more you realize the rapidity of destruc-
tive change.

€ SOC members are, by-and-large, highly edu-
cated with 65% having graduate degrees, a heart-
ening statistic if you want to believe in the power. of
education to improve societies.

@ There were a lot of useful suggestions on how
SOC can improve: “Post faxable position letters that
“Provide informa-
tion to the general public about proper conduct
while recreating in the TriCanyon area.” “I think
SOC may be missing out on a significant number of

‘outdoor recreations.” This:remark was followed by

some membership recruiting suggestions. A num-
ber of you urged SOC to keep (or increase) its rela-
tively narrow focus on Wasatch issues.

Thanks for participating and, if you haven't yet
done so, you can fill out the questionnaire on our
web site.0
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Blue Heli-Free Wasatch éap.
(cat not included)

New Helz}Pree Button

SOC’s new e-store
now open for
business

To buy these items
and other items
from SOC’s e-store -
go to www .saveourcanyons.org

Blue Heli-Free Wasatch cap.
(Milt Hollander not included)

New Heli-Free Wasatch bumper sticker
— and many other items.
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