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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Ihe
Forest Service

Paradox

T his year
marks the one-hundredth

anniversary of the founding of the United

States Forest Service USFS in 1905 when

Theodore Roosevelt and Gifford Pinchot

famously burning the midnight oil set aside

many of today's National Forests The Forest

Service has made a fascinating two-hour film

THE GREATEsT GOOD to celebratetheir birthday

The greatest good One has to wonder especially

in ases such as heli-skiing permits
The anniversary is a good time to reflect on FS

role in the Wasatch-Cache National Forest which

manages federal lands in much of the Wasatch

Rzffige The presence of the FS in Utah is

absolutely essential to remind us that federal

lands belong to the citizens of the United States

not to cities counties or states a fact very often

forgotten especially in Utah 1

Save Our Canyons interaction With the USFS

in Utah has been marked by the cordiality

professionalism and open helpfulness of their

representatives here We value their sincere

efforts to involve the public intheir difficult and

nearly always contentious decisior s We often

wish that FS policy allowed the foresters to stay

around a little longer so they could experience

the results of their decisions

That being said there is an inherent paradox

in the democratic outreach efforts of a non

i

1
elected and powerful federal agency The

paradox lies in contradictory roles that we often

would like to have the USFS play On the one

hand we value a strong federal voice in the

management of federal lands in our state a state

fl atis oftenr'esentful of the presence or the very
stience of these national lands within itsexi

boundaries On the other hand we wish for a

Jess pro fon-na response to input from local

conservation input encouraged the National

tnvi ronmental Policy Act NEPA This

response often seems to be ofthe listen-and

ignore variety
Forest Service practices and policies have

done much to weaken the effectiveness of the

public participation required by NEPA forcing

opposition voices to find remedies in federal

courts These courts in turn frequently defer to

the decisions of the USFS If the Forest Service

said it it is by definition true and best Thus FS

decisions no matter how flawed are difficult to

challenge The chain of appeal within the Forest

Service is mere ritual at the end of which the

agency itself sits in judgment on the correciness

of its own decisions Required mediation

sessions are typically unfruitful On top ofall

this is the exasperating ease with which forest

planning rules can be changed with the stroke of

a pen and without any significant public input

The frequent reluctance of the local FS to use

the opportunity offered by the 1964 Wilderness

Act to protect the forests is disheartening

especially when one realizes that the idea of

protected wilderness came from far-sighted

individuals in the Forest Service itself This

reluctance is now bearing bitter fruit as the

present administration attacks the protective

management of Roadless Areas management
that the FS often touts as a viable alternative to

wilderness status Wilderness designation offers

protections that Forest Plans and the vagaries of

political currents cannot

Anyway Happy birthday to you United

States Forest Service You often give us fits You

are underfunded understaffed at the mercy of

wildly fluctuating federal policies despised by

someone no matter what you do not entirely

unlike SOC We won't givd up trying to get you

to agree with us
Can't live with you can't live

without you-GALE DicK
1
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Save Our Canyons'great strength is that they are focused on

a limited setof issues in 4 limited areathat allows them to be

very effective Clay Northrop

Volunteer Profile

Clay NOrthrop
Preserving Open Space

By GAYLE PARRY
SOC Trustee and Volunteer Coordinator

Clay Northrop was a key leader in the successful five acres of unstable hillside that had no access for

purchase and permanent protection of fourteen the fourteen stable acres that did have access and

acres of open space at the base of Grandeur therefore could be developed for houses Neighbors

Peak The purchase Was accomplished through the were consulted and definitely decided that they did

efforts of the Trust for Public Lands Save Our Can not want this parcel to go to a developer

yons Utah Open lands andi nd-i-vidual-donor-sC14y Clayxalled Save OurCanyons to get information

was part of a group who learned-that a developer
wanted to buy twenty-five acres of inaccessible land

above the neighborhood wh re'Grandeur Peak is

accessed from the west and then build a road across

an area where climbers hikers and dog walkers

enjoy an entrance to Grandeur Peak This was the

only way that the developer could access the

twenty-five acres just to the south For Clay and

several of his neighbors this information started a

round of hard work and effort on this issue His

goal and those of hi neighbors was to save'this

land for open space in pe rpetuity
I

I Clay Northrop is part of the interesting history of

these fourteen acres Utah Power and Light origi

nally owned the land and wanted to sell it They

sold it to T ru'st f61 PblicLands thinking that it

wo ldb6 protected This was a temporary solution

as TPL d oes
I

not hold land The usual solution is to

pass it on to the Forest Service This time the land

did not meet tht correct criteria for the Forest Serv

ice creating a dilemma about what to do with the

land

The potential developer asked Trust for Public

Lan ds if he could build a road across the parcel

TEe arsw er was no When that idea failed he asked

if Trust for Public Lands would sw'ap'the twenty

about the Foothills and Canyons Overlay Zone

regulations just before a Community Council

meeting was called in Clay's neighborhood to dis

cuss what to do The neighborhood was anxious to

save the parcel from development
I

Clay Northrop spoke at this meeting in support

of the idea that they might be able to save both par
cels if they could somehow buy the fourteen-acre

parcel Salt Lake County had already been ap
proached by Trust forPublic Lands about putting

up some money to help buy the land It was not

enough Trust for Public Lands Mount Olympus
Community Council Save Our Canyons and neigh

borhood residents then met with the County as a

group to ask for more money The County prom
ised 290OOC if th6'cominuni ty could come up with

40000 The goal was met Salt Lake County now
owns and maintains the property as open space

with a conservation easement held by Utah Open
Lands

Save Our Canyons members see this as a won
derful example of what can be donewhen acom
munity pulls together to benefit the public and to

protect our foothills and mountains Clay tudied
the issue attended and spoke at meetings passed

out flyers went door to door to spe'akto n4eignt ors

4 Save Our Canyons Surnmer 2005 www saveourcanyons org



and did everything he could to make this open
space a reality Clay feels that In twenty-five years
the population pressure will be terrible People are

going to appreciate open space more than ever be
fore They will realize what a wonderful gift was
given to them by all the people who fought so hard

to make this open space a reality

Clay grew up in northern New York surrounded

by open space He Wants the same for his children

Graham age five and Ava who is two It was the

reason he and his wife Dianne moved into the par
ticular neighborhood that they did He sees Salt

Lake as a one of a kind city where people can be in

beautiful mountain scenery in a matter of minutes

Clay and Dianne moved here ten years ago after

Clay had fallen in love with the city and mountains
first as a skier then an employee at a lodge in Alta
and then a permanent resident He is a mechanical

engineer who is employed by Boston Scientific Cor
poration a company that produces medical devices
A member of Save Our Canyons and contributor for

nine years Clay became actively involved when he

commented and wrote letters on the Snowbird
Master Development Plan in 1995 Since then he
has been involved in several other issues and has

kept SOC informed about events in the Olympus
Cove area His main interest is in preserving open
space Clay says Anyone who wants to make land

use decisions in the West should try living in the

East to see what it's like where open space is se
verely limited

Speaking about Save Our Canyons Clay com
ments Save Our Canyons great strength is that

they are focused on a limited setof issues in a lim
ited area that allows them to be very effective

Save Our Canyons feels fortunate to have been a

part of this outstanding endeavor by spending
many hours meeting with those who were involved

informing the public of what was transpiring and
in raising money to buy the property We owe our
thanks to Clay for alerting us to the Grandeur Peak
issue which made it possible for us to help in a very
worthwhile project 0

ff 1 T

Good News for Grandeur Peak

This 14-acre piece of property at the mouth of

Jarley's Canyon will now be protected forever Save
7 1 rf

i 5y-o'n-s Th'e Trust fdi'Pubri Eard'aiidUtA
Open Lands have worked together with the help of

Ahe Wasatch Mountain Club the Mount Olympus
Community Council and Salt Lake County to

protect this magnificent foothill open space
This property provides access to the Bonneville

Shoreline Trail rock climbing sites and Grandeur
Peak and'is a tremendous community asset The

pro ert 11p ywi be deeded to Salt Lake County with a

conservation easement held by Utah Open Lands
fAe dimpaign's goal was to raise 40 000 from the

community to match the Salt Lake County
contribution of 290000ThAt goal was reached

Z4
ceferation was held at the site on Thursday

May 26th from iO30 AM to 1200 PM at the

trailhead County Mayor Peter Corroon 14-year old

community member Lou Callister SOC's Lisa
Smith and Des Barker of Utah Open Lands all

spoke The event was presided over by Will Rogers
of the Trust for Public Lands A boulder displaying
a plaque to commemorate the organizations and
individuals who made the protection possible was
unveiled and will serve as a reminder to those who
pass that the space i's preserved for all to enjoy

www saveourcanyons org Sufnmer 2068 Save Our Cdny6hs 5



Salt Lake County
The Wild Card in the Conservation Deck

t I

By Tom Stephens SOC Trustee

As the readers of this newsletter know and appreciate the Wasatch is an absolute jewel It

serves as a watershed provides recreation and a wild refuge from urban life Geographically it

is very small Nowhere else in the US can one fine a similar precious natural resource located

in such close proximity to a large urban population It is also easily degraded

Save Our Canyons Works

on a Number of Fronts

Save Our Canyons works with the US Forest

Service on myriad issues arising from the

development and recreation pressures found in the

Wasatch Cache National Forest SOC also works

with local government primarilySaft take County
as approximately 20 of the land comprising the

Wasatch Mountains including that'which is located

within Salt Lake County is privately owned alegacy of

patented mining ciaims from 19'h and early 20'h century

mining activity Although SOC hhs been involved in

county'planning and zoning matters for years seven

years ago SOC begarbto put-more-resources into

influencing county planning and zoning outcomes

as it was clear that development pressures on these

private lands was intensifying Over the past several

years hundreds df hou rs have been spent bySOC
volunteers SOC staff and its lawyers on research

attending and t6s tif ng at administrative hearings
I

yi

And finally pressing litigation against the county

Foothills Canyons Overlay Zone Ordinance

The Salt Lake Cou rity zoning ordinance that is the

primary line of defense for the protection of that portion

of the Wasatch within its jurisdiction is the Foothills and

Canyons Overlay 7onei FCOZ ordinance It was enacted

in 1998 after a long public discussion and debate by all

the stakeholders County government ski resofts

landowners and cofisdrvation organizations The FCOZ
ordinance has laudable goals which are

Preserve visu'al a'nd aesthetic qualities including

p minent ridg6lines and preserve the naturalro

char'acter of the foothills and canyons by

establisl-dng standards for developm ent

Encourage deVe lopment that fits the natural

slope of the land reduce risks associated with

natural hazards and prohibit activities that

would degrade fragile soils steep slopes and

water quality
In addition to the FCOZ ordinance the county

enacted the Wasatch Canyons Master Plan The goal

of this master plan is to accommodate uses that will

not significantly diminish the quality of canyon
resources or the quality of the canyon experience
This master plan is not a zoning ordinance and does

nothave the force of law It is merely a guide

Salt Lake County is Failing to Protect the Wasatch

Mountains

As qonsequence of SOC's involvement in coun y
i

T r V I CT

zoning controversies we h'a Vecome to tfie

conclusion that the FCOZ ordinance is not serving

its stated purpose Three examples of its failure are

the County approvals of the Harp Quarry

expansion in Parley's Canyon the subdivision

access road at the mouth of Big Cottonwood

Canyon and the construction of primary and second

homes in the foothills and canyons that are

incongruent with the stated purposes of FCOZ

The Reasons FCOZ is Not Working

There Are two primary reas ons for the anemic

performance of the FCOZ ordinance the first being

the chronic under-funding of the Salt Lake County

Planning Department which is char'geid with

enforcing the FCOZ ordinance The second reason is

Political Salt Lake County is an amorphpsehtity
its unincorporated areas are random islands in a sea

of cities with the consequence being that there has

been a lack of vision as to how the unincorporated

areasshould look and feel andlittle ornomunicipal
f 0identity In addition rmer Maypr Nancy

Workmah's regime was notable foi its upabashed
e torripef lack ofpro development stanc and

6 Save Our Canyons Surnmer42005 www saveourcanyons org
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THE ENVIRONMENT
A Religious Perspective

by

Rev Tom Goldsmith First Unitarian Church

This article by Rev Tom Goldsmith is part ofa Save Our Canyons sponsored series ofessays

from the c1eqy ofmany diverse religions describing their philosophies concerning the natural

world

As Americans show little or no restraint in their

insatiable appetites for more bigger better

entitled in fact to disproportionate quantities of

non-renewable resources while remaining exempt
from any global effort to heal and restore the world
I have to wonder why we deliberately deny the

natural world any respect We all know that the

Bush administration feels no qualms in either alter

ing science or ignoring science to fit its big busines

agenda but the irritating part of it all for me per
sonally rests widi the religious justification to ignore
the interconnected web of all existence I almost

have to ask Is religion harmful to sustaining life on

our planet
I can't help but notice that America is the most

religious nation in the western world with more
than an astounding 507o of the population dutifully

practicing their faith in houses of worship each

weekend Europe on the other hand finds its his

torical churches filled With tourists while natives

make virtually no room in their lives for the actual

practice of religion And yet we must concede that

America for all its religiosity remains the lead sinner

in the world for not only abusing the environment

but also for its hubris in failing to cooperate with

other nations to make the earth more habitable

Not all religions are harmful to the environment

Although the new wave of evangelical faith might
herald the biblical proclamation that man sic holds

dominion over the earth and shows the natural

world who's boss many mainline faiths argue that

God demands that we hold the earth as a sacred

trust and that faith compels us to be custodians of

this magnificent creation I would naturally support
the argument that our charge in life is to serve as

custodians for the earth but the nature of the debate

drives me crazy The religious world be it from the

extreme right or moderate center gets hopelessly

entangled in a senseless debate Figuring out the

intent of the Creator Some insist that He sic has

placed us in charge as though this earth was all

meant for us to enjoy and when the earth runs out

of goodies for the next generation He sic will pro
vide a solution Others contend yet still maintaining

that they know what God has in mind that the deity

will not renew resources for our children and

grandchildren down the line but that we better take

care of what we have because that's all we get

Arguing if there is a Creator or not or what the

Creator really has in mind seems to me a monu
mental waste of time because it can't ever be

proven Rather than focus on the Creator isnt it

time that religion turn its attention more towards

the Creation its elf Personally I find more spiritual

merit in the awe and beauty inspired by the intricate

web of being than in worrying about whether or not

God exists and what this God wants us to do
New discoveries in the biological sciences Teveal

that the interconnected web of all existence is more

profoundly connected than even our wildest imagi
nations might fathom Giraffes in sub-Saharan Af
rica for example are especially fond of eating the

leaves of the Massasa tree As long as not too many
of the leaves on a particular tree are consumed the

tree and the giraffe cohabit harmoniously But when

a hungry giraffe consumes so many leaves that the

tree's well-being is threatened the tree raises the

acidic content in its leaves The giraffes no longer
find them tasteful and stop eating them Ecologists

are finding that the relationships in any particular

ecosystem are complex and pervasive Every species
of plant and animal has a part to play in the health

of the whole

Religion in America seems preoccupied with di

vining sacred truth as though that were possible
and prescribing answers found in scripture written

in a pre-scientific world The religious sensibilities

revealed in scripture like sharing with those who
have less than you and caring for those who are in

need gain credibility in the remarkable story of the

giraffes and the Massasa tree When individuals

consurne too much the health of the whole is

threatened To extend the metaphor tothese times

our selfish consumptions to feed our affluent life

8 Save Our Canyons Summer 2005 www saveourcanyons org
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Free Diet and Weight Loss Trail Program yields outstanding resultsM

Wilderness Volunteers Tackle Mill B North Fork Trail

By Gayle Parry SOC Trustee and Volunteer Coordinator

As advertised Save Our Canyons trail volun
teers dropped several pounds and gained a bit

more muscle working on Mill B North Fork in Big

Cottonwood Canyon on June lith

This was one of the most ambitious projects we
have yet undertaken ancl he improvements in the
first mile of the trail were spectacular

We started out the day in the usual way by con

suming in short order the bagels and cream cheese

furnished by our illustrious Wilderness Ranger and

leader Sean Wetterberg Sean then presented an

award to Save Our Canyons'own Dave Andrenyak
for his loyalty and consistency in working on the

trails Dave's first Trail Day was September of 2002

He has missed only one Trail Day since then He
works as hard as anyone in thegro-up Savie'Our

Canyons feels lucky to have someone like Dave as a

volunteer and proud that the Forest Service would
choose to honor him with a Leave No Trace T-shirt

and baseball cap
We carpooled to Mill B where the volunteers

were divided into ability levels We'were then ready
to tackle the job'at hand About half of the group
was involved in the lower trail where badly eroded

check dams had-to be taken out and replaced In

one place a deep gully had formed where debris

could fall down td the Big Cottonwood Road close

below Here a retaining wall was built in a process
called dry walling Huge boulders were placed at

the bottom with layers of progressively smaller

rocks rising to the top of the draw There is no

doubt that these volunteers developed a lot of mus
cle in addition to the considerable amount they al

ready had I have heard that those same muscles

were a bit sore the next day Chris Biltoft Will

McCarvill Alexis Kelner and some others had to

work twice as hard because they belong to both the

Wasatch Mountain Club and Save Our Canyons
While half the group labored on the projects just

described the others hiked further upthejt 11

They worked hard replacing waterbars ch pping
back vegetation from the trail and working on a

campsite
Please admire the work these people have done

on this trail and remember that they are doing it to

keep our mountains healthy and to make your hike

more enjoyable The people to thank from Save Our

Canyons are Dave Andrenyak Kurt Becker Carly
Castle Julia Hendrian Eric Steckel Sheryl and

Larry Swanson Alexis KelnerChri Biltoft and
Will McCarvill representing both the Wasatch

Mountain Club and SOC along with Forest Serv

ice Personnel and other volunteers who came as in
dividuals or with the Wasatch Mountain Club

Everyone looked forward to ice cold water and

walnut chocolate brownies made by Bill Parry when
the work was accomplished Unfortunately no
body got them because Gayle Parry locked them in

her car along with her keys If you will join us

August 13 for our next FREE Diet and Strength

Training Trail Day I promise that I will not lock my
keys in the car and will supply some delicious re
freshments to tired lighter weight stronger people
who no longer have to worry about how much they

weigh LJ

10 Save Our Canyons Summer 2005 www saveourcanyons org
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Roadless Area Conservation Rule RIP

By John Worlock SOC Trustee

n early May 2005 to no one's surprise the De
partment of Agriculture put a final nail in the cof

fin of the Roadless Area Conservation Rule This

rule which we will call the Roadless Rule was one

of the final acts of the Clinton Administration before

leaving office in January of 2001 Its intent was to

suspend and prevent future road building by the U
S Forest Service in those portions of its holdings
that were identified and inventoried as Roadless

Areas

OK where do you stand on the issue of

Roadlessness There are those among us and they

seem to be in charge in Washington who seem to

think that roadlessness is equivalent to uselessness

that if there is no road you can't get into the forest

to use it or even to see it and that fighting wildfires

is too dangerous and difficult without roads They
are inclined to think of forests primarily as sources

of timber and perhaps mineral resources

On the other hand there are those in the conser

vation and environmental community who believe

that roads and the motorized traffic that they sup
port seriously erode the value of precious forest

land for both wildlife and human enjoyment This

community is inclined td'Veliev'e that land eligible

for wilderness designation should be protected from

road building as roadlessness is a prerequisite for

such designation

They also know that road building is an expen
siv6 federal subsidy for the extractive industries

and that The Forest Service is already unable to af

ford the upkeep on its present roads

Well the new Rule announced in e May by the

Bush Administration eliminates all the protections

provided by the Clinton Roadless Rule and returns

control of Inventoried Roadless Areas to the local

Forest Service managers following their own local

management plans It is estimated that nationwide

these forest management plans allow road building

in some 59 percent of roadless areas More impor
tant to us in Utah are the local numbers In Utah
the Forest Service controls about 82 million acres of

which 40 million or almost half are inventoried

roadless However our forest management plans

allow road building in 907o of those acres leaving

only less than half a million protected acres

The new Rule makes provisions for the States to

petition the Secretary of Agriculture to adopt special

rules for roadless area management within their

boundaries But the petition process is cumbersome

and expensive and there is no guarantee that it will

be successful Furthermore given the characteristic

leanings of Governor Huntsman and his coordina

tor of public lands policy Lynn Stephens there is

little reason to suspect that Utah would petition in

favor of roadlessness

Once again this news from Washitigton-is-not
good We in the environmental and conservation

community will simply have to continue to empha
size the values of roadlessness and wilderness But

we'll also fasten our seat belts hoping that time and

the expense and complications of the petition proc
ess are on our side Q

Ascent of Mont Blanc in 1787

At 15781ft Mont Blanc is the highest summit in France Today it is

easily climbed by way of a series of huts and shelters Horace
136ne'dict de Saussure was an early though no't the Ar'st a'scender

of Europe's monarch of mountains

De Saussure took with him a servant and eighteen guides and among
the bits of personal equipment that were carried upfor him were a table of

logarithms two half bottles of eau de cerises mattresses bed linen and a

green curtain two green jackets a white suit and three vests five pairs of

shoes five shirts for day wear and four to be worn an night stockings of

silk and wool six half bottles of white wine and a parasol

He was obviously a man'Of some wealth

This old tradition of pampering for the rich and sporty i's aliv'e and

well in the Wasatch in the form of heli-skiing

12 Save Our Canyons Summer 2005 www saveourcanyons org
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The Good the Bad the Ugly-and the Unstartling

GOOD Newpark is a residential development near

Kimball Junction in Summit County Newpark's

current and past principals have donated a total of

453 acres of open space to benefit Swaner Nature

Preserve which is located at the entry corridor to

Park City Approximately one acre in the Newpark
Town Center is also being donated for a 10000

square foot Nature Center that will be built for the

benefit of our community and destination visitors

alike

GOOD Don't'miss the article Dangerous Game by
Nick Paumgarten in the April 18 2005 New Yorker

page 100 It includes a biography of Andrew

McLean much about skiing in the Wasatch and

includes a cameo appearance by Bob Athey

GOOD Salt Lake County Mayor Corroon welcoming

public in open door meetings The mayor has begun

monthly open door meetings with constituents All

meetings will be held the third Thursday of each

month from 4 to 6 pm Spokesperson Jim Braden

said Corroon made these appointments a priority

so he can meet with citizens who might otherwise

have a difficult time scheduling an appointment
vith him Corroon 4L is in room N2100 oithe

Salt Lake county Government Center 2001 South

State Street

GOOD It is good to see public lands users

squabbling over who did the most trail cleanup
This is exactly what was recently on display in the

Salt Lake Tribune's Public Forum where Save Our

Canyons members and OHV users bickered over

who was doing the most cleanup and frail

maintenance

BAD All-Purpose Defense Argument At the State

Court of Appeals hearing on May 30 the attorney

for Wasatch Pacific the development company
pushing for the ordinance-busting road at the

mouth of Big Cottonwood Canyon used a novel

argument to describe the hardships faced by Terry

Diehl in developing his group of luxury homes It

was claimed that the'infamous 911 attacks on the

World Trade Center were at the root of road

alignment difficulties that led to the proposal that

SOC has been challenging in recentyears The bad

part is that the Appeals Court bought this

argument

UGLY Utah Off Highway Vehicle OHV
registrations of all terrain vehicles dirt bikes and

snowmobiles rose from 77509 in 1998 to 195 848 in

2004 This 2537o increase in just 6 years is

astonishing and very worrisome Source Salt Lake

Tribune April 24 2005

UNSTARTLING We told you so department Despite

attracting almost half a million more
1

skiers a-nd
snowboarders thisypar than fast A ta-Gqne I

Manager Onno Wieringa was struck by the lack of

lift lines at his and other resorts Utah resorts have

so much capacity Everybody got geared up because

of the 20U'Winteirl Olympics and built roads

parking and infrastructure so they could look good
We overbuilt he saidL

Brand Neiw SOC Web Page

If you haven't been to Save'Our C ns home on the internet for a while youanyo
are in for a pleasant surprise Almost a year in the making the web site his a

fresh layout and design with some great newfeatures such as a store selling

SOC merchandise and a search feature on our archive This new site would
not have been possible without the literally thousands of hours of volunteer

work by Matt Aune and Walt Haas Check it out at the same location

www saveourcanyons org

Give it a test drive today

14 Save Our Canyons Summer 2005 www saveourcanyons org
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SOC's new e-store

now open for

business

To buy these items

and other items

from SCCs e-store

go to www saveourcanyons org

Blue Heli-Free Wasatch cap
cat not included

New Heli7Free button

CITIZENS CommiyTo SAyE 0uR CANYoNs
PO Box 112017

Salt Lake City Lt 84147

save Our Canyons caps

Blue Heli-Free Wasatch cap
Nfilt Hollander not included

New Heli-Free Wasatch bumper sticker

and many other items
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