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Shawn Vincent and Eric McKenna
provided classy music.

Ken Sleight speaks on behalf
of wilderness.

Aurélien Calmette, Lisa Smith, and
Dave Bastian enjoy the party they
organized.

Salt Lake County Mayor
Peter Corroon listens to SOC member
Alan Sanderson.
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o the Bamcades’ The enlargement of the
Wilderness Areas in the Central Wasatch -

Range has been a goal of Save Our Canyons ever

since we successfully pushed for congress to cre-
ate the Lone Peak and the Mt. Olympus and

. Twin Peaks Wildernesses in 1978 and 1984. Con-
flicts between preservation of watershed and

- wildness on the one hand and: the ski- industry on

and the compromises did nothing to Slee th'em':.f
Wilderness designation is essentially a man-

. 'agement directive from congress that: constralns
- afederal agency (the Forest Service in this case) .,

.....

these pubhc lands A reminder: no commercial'.’ "

enterprises, neither permanent nor temporary.
roads, no use of motor vehicles or motorized
equipment, no buildings. Access by foot, hunting
and fishing are permitted and so are dogs, al-
though they are not allowed on the Salt Lake
watershed.

It has been 21 years now since  the last wilder-
ness designation in the central Wasatch. During
those years, population growth along the Wa-

satch Front has been huge and the motorized rec-

reation menace to wild lands has burgeoned.
The political climate for conservation of public
lands has soured.

..So what were those compromises of 1978 and

19847 In 78, White Pine Canyon adjacent to
Snowbird Resort was removed from the Lone
Peak Wilderness because of the resort’s plans at
that time to expand into that canyon. In 1984 it
was objections from the helicopter skiing com-
pany Wasatch Powderbird Guides (WPG) that .
resulted in the removal from the proposed wil-
dernesses of areas they use in the central Wa-
satch. In both cases boundaries were established
to benefit the ski and heli-ski businesses operat—
ing on pubhc lands.

Where is the Forest Service in all this? They,
along with WPG, have regarded helicopter skiing
as a perpetual entitlement in the central Wasatch

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE . .

‘Tothe .
Barricades!

_ = no matter what the consequences in user con-
" flicts and safety or to wildlife. To the disap-
- pointment of many, the Wasatch-Cache’s Forest
' Management Plan of 2003 recommended no wil-
- derness designations whatsoever in the central
- Wasatch even though Salt Lake City watershed
- managers have been urging that these be created.

Why? The reasons offered in the extensive

" analysis of the Management Plan make it clear
~ that the only impediment to wilderness exten-
" 'sions on the Salt Lake watershed is the existence
. of helicopter skiing in these areas, a use thatis
. ‘there only because the Forest Service has decided
-+ it should be. The residents of the Wasatch Front
*endure Forest Service officials” decisions long
after they have gone away.

We have long thought that the wearying
struggle to get wilderness legislation for the cen-
tral Wasatch moving is worthwhile because, in
the end, the wildernesses would protect the wa- -
tershed and eliminate the motorized recreation
scourge in these areas.

Maybe we’ve got it backward. Motorized rec-
reation must stop and only then will wilderness
become possible. Helicopter skiing and expan-
sionist dreams of ski resorts have become re-
garded as entitlements, not permitted activities
whose appropriateness to particular forest lands
need to be periodically reevaluated. The Forest
Service has apparently decided that heli-skiing
trumps everything, even the goal of long-term

_year-round watershed protection.

The time has come for these assumptions of
entitlement to be challenged and eradicated.
That’s what Save Our Canyons will continue to
do and legal challenges are, in this case, the way
to do it. The public lands are public and we all
have a stake in their management. The famous
wilderness Act of 1964 aimed to “secure for the
American people of the present and future gen-
erations the benefits of an enduring resource of
wilderness.” Federal agencies are not serving
this aim with any very visible enthusiasm.

To the barricades! — Gale Dick
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SOC Welcomes New Trustee and Intern

Julia Hendrian Joins Save Our Canyons Board of Trustees

We are happy to welcome Julia
Hendrian into the SOC Board.
This is a hard-working group of
ten dedicated veclunteers and it is
always interesting to know what it
is that has persuaded someone to
take on the challenges of such an

undertaking. Here s what ]uha T

has to say:

After growing up in the East I

never had an inkling of the beauty

of the Wasatch Mountains, much - °

less the Wasatch’s outdoor recrea-
tion opportunities. After a ski trip
to Alta I had found a place close to
my idea of paradise and paradise
was only about forty-five minutes
from Salt Lake City. It's been over
10 years since I moved here and I

am continuing to enjoy downhill
skiing, snowshoeing, cross-count-

ry skiing and hiking.

I spent my first year in Utah
working and skiing at Alta. Liv-
ing here, I was enthralled by the
dominant roll nature plays in
steep and deep Little Cottonwood

Canyon. Flrsthand I could see

‘Utah volunteer activity was the

Little Cottonwood Canyon Road

Cleanup Day.-

R

"Salt Lake.
. Utah environment has provided

Once I came in contact with
Save Our. Canyons after I had

~.moved to.the Salt Lake valley, I
,apprec1ated that Save Our Can-

“yons provides checks and balances
. -for the preservation'of our moun-

tains. The organization provides a
way to work -with and inform

~-people about issues involving the

local canyons. After joining Save
Our Canyons, I participated in

" many more volunteer. activities.

These past two summers I worked
on the trails with the Save Our
Canyons' Wilderness Volunteers

*‘and am currently in charge of Save

Our Canyons' Adopt A H1ghway

- effort.

I work as a financial advisor in
In my free time the

ample opportumtles for being
more involved in outdoor recrea-
tion thari when Ilived in the East.
Save Our Canyons helps me
contribute actively to the protec-
tion of the water, wildlife and
beauty of the Wasatch Mountains.

New Intern Joins Save Our Canyons’ Staff -

Save Our Canyons has a new
intern. His name  is .Aurélien
Calmette and has ]nst,recently
arrived in Salt Lake City and will
be working with Lisa Smith and
Dave Bastian in the .SOC office.
He writes: C

I am originally from Montpellier,
Southern France, but 1 have been
studying recreation  and leisure
management at the University of
Savoie, in Chambéry, French Alps,
for two years now. I am now
planning on doing a. masters on
sustainable tourism, which allies
environment and country planning
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with tourism. I have always been
mterested in envzronmental issues,

and I recently realized I would
deﬁmtely feel better getting involved .

in an organization such as SOC,
than doing a passive, selfish business
job as I originally planned.

It's my second time in Utah, and
hope I will learn a lot from this
internship here, as well as I greatly
hope to.:be. a useful help to the
Wasatch.

Welcome Aurélien!




—An interview with Rabbi Tracee Rosen—

By Gayle Parry

This interview‘of Rabbi Tracee Rosen is part of a Save Our Canyoﬁs sponsored series of essays
from the clergy of many diverse religions describing their philosophies concerning the natural

world.

udaism was the first monothelstlc rehglon and is
the oldest religion in the Western world. Both

Islam and Christianity have their roots in Juda- .

ism. Islam, Christianity and Judaism all hold in

common a belief in the Old Testament (called the"

Hebrew Bible) and believe in only one God. The
foundation of Judaism is to be found in the Hebrew
Bible and in the Talmud that is a compilation of in-
terpreted Biblical law written by learned rabbis and
scholars. The Talmud guides Jews in every aspect
of their everyday life. The goal of a Jew is to live an
ethical life. To be ethical in this life, a practitioner of
Judaism shows a deeply held respect for the enwi-
ronment.

Rabbi Rosen says, "Judaism embraces the idea
that we can't know what the afterlife will be. We
won't know until we get there. Therefore, we must
take care of this earth and make sure that it will all
be here for future generations." The rabbi tells a
story about a seventy-year-old man who is planting
a carob tree. The tree will take seventy more years
to bear fruit. When asked why he would plant such
a tree, the man explains that it is for future genera-
tions.

The following story is used to teach young Jew-
ish hikers age seven and older as they take part in
outings planned by their synagogues.

Rav Kook Mystery Hunt

Abraham Isaac Kook (1865-1935) served as the
first chief rabbi of the modern Ashkenazic Jewish
community in Palestine. A deeply religious mystic

who nevertheless took an active interest in human-

affairs, he was respected for his spiritual leadership,
brilliant scholarship, and literary creativity.

One day Rav Kook was walking in the fields
with a student, when the young man carelessly
plucked a leaf off a branch. Visibly shaken by this
act, Rav Kook turned to his companion and said
gently, "Believe me when I tell you I never simply
pluck a leaf or a blade of grass or any living thing
unless I have to. Every part of the vegetable world
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is smgmg a’song and breathmg forth a secret of the

divine mystery of creation."

For the first time the young student understood
the meamng of showmg compassion to all living
things.

" In this activity hikers search for hidden mysteries
in nature and have the opportumty to show rever-

“ence for all life.
. Do you believe that the mysteries of nature are a

sign of God's existence?

What did Rav Kook mean when he said: "Every
part of the vegetable world is singing a song and
breathing forth a secret of the divine mystery of
creation"?

Have you ever heard the song Rav Kook was
talking about? Have you heard it in your heart?

"Jews believe that the Messiah will come, but the
emphasis is on now, on earth today. The Talmud
instructs that if a person is planting a tree and they
hear that the Messiah has come, the person should
finish planting the tree and then check on the news
of the Messiah, " says Rabbi Rosen.

She then quotes Deuterohomy 20:19 as an exam-
ple of the practicality for man in taking care of na-
ture as well as the sacredness we should place on
nature:

“When thou shalt besiege-a czty a long time, in mak-
ing war against it to take it, thou. shalt not destroy the
trees thereof by forcing an ax-agdinst them for thou may-
est eat of them, and thou shalt-not cut them down (for the
tree of the field is man’s life). .« ..

Rabbi Rosen says: "The.Rabbinic tradition of Bal
Tashcit instructs Jews not to.destroy anything just
because you can. Psalm 24 instructs us that every-
thing belongs to God and we are just the caretakers.
What we have is borrowed. We should leave the
earth in better shape than when we found it. Jews
do not believe that all technology. is bad. Our. re:
sponsibility is in maintaining a balance."

Synagogues encourage their members to take
part in the Coalition on the Environment and Jewish
Life (COEJL). Their Web Site: states that, "Every re-
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gional affiliate serves as a vital source of community
based environmental education and advocacy, in-
volving synagogues, schools, Jewish community
centers and camps, and other  Jewish organizations
in a wide range of environmental activities. Hikes,
"Shabbat in the woods", clean-ups, and public policy
activities connect environmental interest and com-
mitment with Jewish values and.experience.”" The
Jewish community also takes part in interfaith envi-
ronmental activities and is encouraged to take part

in local, state, and federal decisions on the environ-
ment.

Judaism stands out as a religion dedicated to a
healthy planet. It is the only religion that I know of
that considers Earth Day a religious holiday. Jews
believe that when God instructed man to have do-
minion over the earth as written in Genesis, he
meant practicing stewardship toward the earth by
loving and caring for it. Q

RABBI TRACEE ROSEN is the Senior Rabbi at

Congregation Kol Ami in Salt Lake City. She

was born and grew up in Denver, Colorado.

After working in the bankmg business in Ohio
for thirteen years, she moved to Los Angeles,

California where she lived for seven years.

Four years of this time were spent in Rabbinical
School. Rabbi Rosen has been at Congregahon
Kol Ami since August of 2003, and she is "de-

lighted to be living in this beautiful paradise."
She hopes that it will stay this way.

Save Our Canydns Bnéinéss Member Profile

. -
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Squatters Pub Brewery

any of us know Squatters from their great

beers and cuisine. ‘Squatters is Utah’s original
Brew Pub and has been brewing beer in the state
for 15 years. What might surprise you is Squatters’
commitment to the environment. Last year Squat-
ters was named Environmental Company of the
Year by the Recycling Coalition of Utah.

Their environmental commitment extends be-
yond awards and talk'to real action. Squatters con-
serves water in their'garden and restrooms through
the use of low water plants and waterless urinals.
The lighting in the restaurant is energy efficient
and they purchase their power from renewable
sources such as wind power.

Squatters recycles.office paper, cardboard, glass,
brewer’s grain and kitchen oils but their involve-
ment in recycling doesn’t end there. They purchase
post-consumer recycled materials such as their pa-
per napkins and food wrappers thereby closing the
loop of recycling.

WWwWw.saveourcanyons.org

Squatters also supports local businesses that are i
environmentally and socially responsible such as ;
Cactus and Tropicals, Stone Ground Bakery and |
Model Linen. When it ¢ame time to add on to their
existing restaurant they chose reclaimed materials
in the construction of their patio and brewery
structure.

Squatters was also the site of Save Our Canyons
recent fundraising event, The Lone Peak Wilder-
ness Celebration. Their donation of the food and
space for the event helped make the evening the
extraordinary success it was.

Next time you pay a visit to Squatters or enjoy
one of their signature craft brewed beers, remem-
ber their commitment to this area we live in, both
in their business practices and in thelr support of
Save Our Canyons.

Thanks Squatters!
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Volunteer Profile: Tom Lund

Irene's Arete h
by Tom Lund

As the sun plays hide and seek
behind wisps of alpine cloud, _
we climb these timeless curtains of
light and space and stone. '

Far above the yellow-red flowers”
of the mountain meadow, C
above the cooling mists

of Spalding Falls,

we play out ropes and hear the

muffled voices of old mountaineers,

the high-pitched ring of iron pitons ,
driven deep in the fractured cracks of time.

We climb this ancient rib of lichen rock
like two blind men reading stony braille,
destined to dance with the wind.

any of our readers will emotionally connect {o

Tom's poem, "Irene's Arete". Climbers will
recognize the exhilarating emotions of scaling the
vertical face of an imposing mountain. Others will
envy the ability of people like Tom who can enjoy
this kind of a mountain high. Whatever your emo-
tions, those of us who know climbers recognize that
those who visit high places often feel a surreal, al-
most religious experience, a blend of breathtaking
beauty, physical ability, and exhilaration. Many of
us also feel some of the same sensations as we climb
an alpine trail inhaling the scent of fir trees and
wildflowers while gazing at far off vistas. Tom rec-
ognizes this and feels that in order to really appreci-
ate our mountains and truly care about the envi-
ronment, a person must experience these feelings
first hand. With this in mind, he encourages the
youth of his church, neighborhood, and disadvan-
taged sections of the city to experience the Wasatch.
He and five of his climbing partners introduce
climbing experiences to young people and others
who would otherwise never visit the mountains.
Tom feels that the Wasatch Mountains are a gift
from God to our city and state.

Climbers often enjoy other mountain experi-
ences, too, and Tom Lund is one of them. He loves
ice climbing, backcountry and alpine skiing, and
hiking. In fact, he has been enjoying the Wasatch
Mountains since his first hike at the tender age of
four when he attempted to climb Beacon Peak with
his younger; yes, I said, younger brother. Starting
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A * "On.the surface, we live'in a
-t ‘dtink a beer, kill a deer’ kind of state,
but I believe the majority of people in Utah
support the environment and wilderness.”
— Tom Lund -

out at Second Avenue and G, the brothers made it
as far as Virginia Street before being stopped by a
passing motorist who saw them safely home. At
thirteen, his idea of a good time was to be dropped
off at the “S” Curve in Big Cottonwood Canyon,
hike to Lake Blanche, camp, then hike up Drome-
dary Peak the next day. At sixteen, while working
for the Youth Conservation Corp during the sum-
mer at Alta, he learned to.climb with ropes under
the direction of Peter Lev, one of our great local al-
pinists. Now he has outdoor experiences that he
can't tell his wife about or she wouldn't let him into
the mountains again! He did share one of these ad-
ventures with me so, Gretchén, please don't read
' Two winters ago, Tom was about to ski down
one of the Dog Lake Chutes with his friend, Johnny.
He became:worried about the stability of the slope
and decided to turn around.: Unfortunately, the
snow that he was standing on started to slide in one
large slab, taking him over a smiall cliff and through
the trees. As the snow broke up, Tom did "the back
stroke, side stroke and breast stroke” and managed
to.stay on.top of the snow.- He didn't lose his life,
but did lese both his skis and poles. Later that
night, Tom called Tom Kimbrough of the Utah
Avalanche Center who skied up the next day and
found one ski and both poles. "Tom Kimbrough
took the time to listen and to help. I will always ap-
preciate his listening ear and: his support. In the
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spring, a friend found the other ski lying on top of
the dirt."

When Tom is not working as Director of Business
Development at Ernst & Young, he has been do-
nating his time as a volunteer for Save Our Canyons
doing too many jobs to list here. Suffice it to say,
that he is always there when we need him. He par-
ticularly enjoys talking to people at tabling events
about the importance of saving the Wasatch. He
has been a volunteer since 2001. He believes that
"converting" what he calls "the young and the rest-
less" is critical to saving the Wasatch.

According to Tom, "Save Our Canyons has
stepped up and taken a stand in areas that are con-
troversial, like the Wasatch Powderbird Guides
permit fight. ” Tom feels that it's also important to
go out of our way to acknowledge the Forest Service
when they support preservation efforts-in the Wa-
satch. A good example would be when Save Our
Canyons, along with other environmental groups,
gave the 2004 Pfeifferhorn Award to Wasatch-
Cache District Ranger, Loren Kroenke. In the past,
we have singled out the most environmental Utah
ski resort with our Environmental Score Card. He
feels that we should give awards to the most envi-
ronmentally friendly ski resorts on an ongoing ba-
sis.

Tom doesn't put anyone above him or below
him; everyone is on the same level, eye level. He
does admire Peter Metcalf, President of Black Dia-
mond Equipment, who stood up to the state with
his threat to move the OR convention to another
state if they didn't take wilderness more seriously.
He feels that Peter Metcalf is a visionary leader,
along with Gale Dick and Alexis Kelner. He sees
potential for Save Our Canyons to support and help
lead out with people like Peter in business and state
government to fight for the Wasatch. He says, "It's a
dirty job, but someone has to do it." He feels that
Save Our Canyons should meet with Governor
Huntsman and believes a public survey to assess the
public's feelings about preserving the Wasatch
Mountains would be helpful. "On the surface, we
live in a ‘drink a beer, kill a deer’ kind of state, but I
believe the majority of people in Utah support the
environment and wilderness.” _

"Save Our Canyons is a true grass-roots envi-
ronmental organization that is not afraid to get their
hands dirty," says Tom. As members of Save Our
Canyons, we realize that it is people like Tom Lund
who enable us to be an efficient grass-roots organi-
zation that is able to deal with the environmental
problems of the Wasatch Mountains. — Gayle Parry

Utah Museum of Natural History Gets an Earful

The Utah Museum of Natural History is currently
located on the U of U campus but is planning a new
building on a site to the south of red Butte Gardens.
UMNH has solicited public comment and in a
recent meeting received a lot of it. Here are some of
the concerns that arose:

e Trail Access - The Bonneville Shoreline Trail
runs directly through the property. This
could lead to a trail diversion, user conflicts
and unnecessary “upgrades” to the trail.

e Water Quality - There are some natural
springs on the property. Also, a paved
parking lot may have a lot of runoff, maybe
with saline content from winter salt.

e Vegetation - The area is home to a large
grove of very old trees. There may be many
sensitive plant species on the property. They
should do an in-depth vegetation study.

WWW.saveourcanyons.org

e Wildlife - Wildlife suffers by encroachments
on and destruction of habitat and this area
sees many deer especially in the winter.

e Precedent- This building sets a bad
precedent for unnecessary building in
sensitive areas of the foothills.

e Open Space - The area of Red Butte Gardens
has been used as an open space learning
area. A large building next door will .
undoubtedly have an impact.

e Irony - There is an irony in the plan of a
Natural History Museum destroying a site
rich in natural history.

e Transportation — The area is not close to
public transportation.

e Bonneville Shoreline Trail - What would
be the effect on this much used trail?
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Trail Work and
Adopt-A-Highway Continues

ave Our Canyons will be fielding trail and

Adopt-A-Highway crews again this summer.
Dates for trails: June 11, July 9, August 13, Septem-
ber 10. Those are the second Saturdays of those
months. Adopt-A-Highway dates (all Sunday
mornings): June 19th, July 17 and August. See more
below.

Here is an account by SOC’s Julia Hendrian from
last summer that should fire you up for the coming
summer’s trail and highway work:

Where can you find 3 Forest Service rangers, 31
volunteers from Save Our Canyons, Wasatch
Mountain Club and Wasatch 100, many tools in-
cluding Pulaskis, shovels, McLeods and loppers,
great weather and scenery, bagels and cream cheese
and homemade chocolate chip cookies? That's
right, the August 14" Trail Service Day in Big Cot-
tonwood Canyon.

It all started at 8 am with a large gathering
around the rangers’ vehicles in the Big Cottonwood
Canyon parking lot. After getting closer to the
gathering, Ranger Sean’s bagels and cream cheese
were found to be the central attraction. Save Our
Canyons volunteers included Bryan Allen, Dave
Andrenyak, Melanie Bronny, Diane Brown, Julia
Hendrian, Alexis Kelner, Dave Kude, Gayle Parry
and Randy Smith. Wasatch Mountain Club had
many volunteers there, along with Wasatch 100
runners who were eager to complete their annual
trail maintenance service requirement.

The volunteers carpooled up to the Mill B park-
ing area then split into two groups. The first group

worked in the Mill B North area with Ranger Joelle
on restoring unauthorized campsites to their natural
states and maintaining the trail. The second group
worked with Ranger Greg on restoring and creating
water bars along the ENTIRE Lake Blanche Trail.
Most of the Wasatch 100 runners started working
down from the top of the trail, while the rest of the
second group worked up from the bottom of the
trail. Like the builders of the transcontinental rail-
road, the Lake Blanche group knew they had com-
pleted their job when they met up with the second
group in the middle of the trail.

No small endeavor, this event garnered the For-
est Service 180 hours of volunteer labor and gar-
nered the volunteers homemade chocolate chip
cookies (from none other than the unflaggingly de-
voted Gayle Parry!).

The following day, August 15", several Save Our
Canyon volunteers including Dave Andrenyak,
Julia Hendrian, Richard Jonas and Ron Younger
came out to participate in the Adopt a Highway
program. The highway cleanup went smoothly un-
der sunny skies and comfortable temperatures.

After last year’s assortment of heavy car parts
along the roadside, including complete bumpers,
this year’s pickup has been on the lighter side—lots
of lite beer cans and health-conscious beverage
containers.

This completes the wrap-up of the August 2004
Save Our Canyons super service weekend!

And here are the details:

This Summer’s Adopt-A-Highway Activities

When: June 19th, July 17 and August 7 (all Sundays)

Time: 8:30 A.M.

Place: West end of the Big Cottonwood Canyon Park and Ride lot,
then carpool and work on Miles 8-10 of the BCC road.

Wear and Bring: gloves, boots, long sleeves, pants, sunglasses and
sunscreen. Water, snacks, vests and helmets will be provided. 1st aid kit available just

in case.
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Banff Film Festival Screening At Brewvies

On Monday, January 31* the Qutdoor Retailers
Show held an advance screening of the 2005 Banff
Film Festival at Brewvies. The event was sponsored
by The Banff Center, Patagonia, Cascade Designs,
Deuter and Petzl and hosted by the whirlwind of
energy that is Timmy O’Neil. Our great friends at
the Patagonia Outlet recommended to the sponsors

* that Save Our Canyons would be an excellent group

to highlight at the event and, with the blessing of
those involved, we tabled and took donations. In
addition to the support from Outdoor Retailers

more a day. Eat all you want!
Sound too good to be true?

Here is all you have to do:

and no one cares.” . - .

FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE

Save Our Canyons/Wasatch Mountain Club/Forest Service

Weight Loss Program

The Foolproof Way to Lose Weight Effortlessly!!!

Atkins, South Beach get lost!! Don't worry about fats or carbs. Be assured of a two pound weight loss or

Join the SOC Wilderness Volunteers in our beautiful, cool mountains for a day of healthy exercise main-
taining the trails, lakes, and campsites of the Wasatch Mountains. Enjoy the company of intelligent, witty,
dirty and sometimes tired fellow volunteers and rangers. It's the only place where you can roll in the dirt

Second Saturday of June (11), July (9), August (13), and September (10)

When:

Time: 8:00 A.M.

Place: Park and Ride Lot at mouth of Big Cottonwood Canyon.
We will carpool to our destination.

Wear: long pants, long-sleeved shirt, sturdy shoes, gloves

Bring: lunch, snacks, sunscreen, bug repellent, 2 qts. water, pack,
warm shirt, and rain gear.

RSVP:

Gayle Parry gwparry@comcast.net

Show attendees we also took in some generous do-
nations from the sponsors and Timmy O’Neil.

‘The Wasatch Mountains are a very large reason
why the OR Show is located in Salt Lake City. At
the event the Wasatch Skyline was described as
“The backdrop of the OR Show”. Save Our Can-
yons presence at the event was a great opportunity
for OR Show attendees to learn more about the or-
ganization whose sole mission is the protection of
the Wasatch Mountains, Foothills and Canyons. Q
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Scof-law snowmobiler tracks in tile'out-bf-boﬁnds Lone Peak
Wilderness. Illegal and dangerous. Darwinian natural
selection at work.

The Good, |

GOOD: SOC’s Executive Director, Lisa Smith, was
the subject of a profile in a recent March Catalyst
magazine. Catalyst has for years featured coverage
of local environmental issues.

GOOD: Sixteen volunteers from SOC staffed all but
two slots of the April 6" KCPW Spring Fund Drive.
KCPW has given frequent opportunities for Save
Our Canyons and other local conservation organi-
zations to discuss Wasatch Mountains topics  of
great public concern.

GOOD: The old Lake Mary Trail, located at the
Brighton ski area, was put to bed two years ago
with SOC helping in the work. It had become badly
eroded and spread out into wetlands. The proposed
new route, in the selection of which SOC played an
important role, will replace this lower part of the
trail. We urge our members to support the con-
struction of this trail. The first re-route was the
Brighton Service Road which was found to be unac-
ceptable to all interested parties. The proposed re-
placement will be less dusty; have no conflict with
truck traffic; will be more scenic and safer; and have
fewer environmental impacts .
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GOOD: This summer, the old Watson Shelter at
Alta will be demolished and a new one will be built
near the old lift lines to the former Germania Lift.
The new structure will be built into the hillside and
not be -visible from the base of the ski slopes. A
year ago the plan was to put the restaurant down
where the present ticket office sits but this idea was

_ eventually abandoned in favor of a mid-mountain

facility.

BAD: Heli-skiing problems.in Chile. Our web site,
with its 400,000 annual hits, was enough to lead to
an inquiry from a landowner in the Chilean Andes,
just to the south of Portillo Ski Resort. As in many
other loc¢ations, heli-skiing is becoming a source of
user conflict in Chile just as it has in Utah. We're
sorry to learn of the international spread of this
scourge. .

BAD: Rumors of the sale of Powder Mountain Re-
sort have resurfaced. This possibility was a source
of much concern a few years back and the thought
that this wonderful old-fashioned ski resort might
be turned into another playground for the rich and
famous is odious. As a friend, speaking of Park City

www.saveourcanyons.org
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a few years ago said, “It's a place where the filthy
rich are being driven out by the unconscionably
rich.” We hope.it’s not the fate of Powder Moun-
tain. '

BAD: Recent information from the Department of

Agriculture (Forest Service home agency) suggests

that 5-year permits, such as that of Wasatch Pow-
derbird Guides, could become 10-year permits in
the future. This looks like yet another move to
compromise the role of John Q. Public in the permit
granting process. And this at a time of rapidly
growing population and inevitable increased user
conflict in the backcountry. '

VERY BAD: Illegal snowmobiling is encroaching
on the Lone Peak Wilderness and other forbidden
places. A recent call from an irate volunteer re-
ported highmarking snowmobiles near the Pfeiffer-
horn and in Hogum Fork. The Forest Service is very
concerned about reports of snowmobiles apparently
getting in from American Fork Canyon into May-
bird, White Pine and Red Pine. They also have had
reports of the incursions in Snake Creek and around
Lake Mary in Brighton. If you observe such illegal
activity, report to the Forest Service as soon as pos-
sible after a sighting with all the information you
can glean including the number of machines, spe-
cific areas, day/time, registration numbers on the
snowmobiles and or trailers and descriptions of the

snowmobilers. These illegal activities need to be
nipped in the bud. (See photo on opposite page)

UGLY: Plans to re-route the highway.-up Little
Cottonwood Canyon in the section between Tan-
ner’s Flat and the ski resorts have moved a step
forward. UDOT and business partners have appar-
ently put together funding for a formal study of a
routing that would avoid known avalanche paths.
A preliminary sketch of a possible route would put
the highway near the stream, be partly in the Lone
Peak Wilderness, and cross the flat wet meadow just
north of the lower part trail up to Red Pine and
White Pine Canyons. Such a route is unthinkable!

NOISY: Hill Airforce Base has been running train-
ing flights along the Wasatch Front. Some callers to
our office were concerned that these were trial runs
for the possible new approach routes to Salt Lake
International Airport. That issue still is in the hop-
per and will be big news again in the future.

SCARY: As reported in the Salt Lake Tribune on
March 25, “a 20-pound artillery shell loaded with
too much gunpowder overshot its Provo Canyon
avalanche target . . . by about three miles, exploding in
the back yard of a Pleasant Grove couple and
piercing three homes with shrapnel. Remarkably,
no one was injured.” We have worried for years
over the use of explosives and artillery for ava-
lanche control in the Wasatch. A careful and de-
tailed analysis of the practice is long overdue. U

New Readers’ Corner for SOC Members

Public education makes informed citizen participation in government possible — some
would.say obligatory. The first amendment to our constitution establishes our right of
free speech. We continue to believe and hope that these ingredients will be enough for a
civil and ultimately wise society. The rest is up to us.

Save Our Canyons is devoted to this good old belief that informed citizens will, in the
long run, make the best decisions. But citizens need to be informed and they need to
speak out and avail themselves of their right to participate in public decisions.

We'd like to hear from you and make you part of the ongoing public process.

Send us your ideas and comments so we can publish them in our quarterly Newsletter -
either at Save Our Canyons, P.O. Box 112017, Salt Lake City UT 84147 or by email to

gdick@xmission.com.

Usual rules for letters to the editor — keep them short, no anonymous letters, editors
reserve the right to accept, reject or edit. Keep it clean and reasonably civil no matter

how great the provocation!

L WWWw.saveourcanyons.org
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SOC’s Summer Ac:tivities

Bili'Gray’s Fifth Annual
Botany Hike
July 9

Our traditional Botany Hike will again be led by
Bill Gray. This year’s is earlier, July 9", and will go
from Brighton to Lake Solitude. In the past this has
been a good time for flowers at the top of Big
Cottonwood — e.g. the SOC hike in 2001. We'll see
several types of habitat, from lakeside to woodland
to meadows. Since it has been a great year for
snow, we're likely to have plenty of moisture still
around. This should mean bucketloads of bluebells,
and other plants that enjoy the damp.

Meet at the Park and Ride lot near the big sign at
the mouth of Big Cottonwood Canyon at 9:00 a.m.
Bring lunch, water, rain gear and wind
protection as well as sunscreen.

Please sign up for this hike by calling Dave at
363-SAVE (363-7283) or sending an email to
DAVE@SAVEOURCANYONS.ORG.

In the meantime, hone your botany skills by
joining Bill on his informal weekday flower
walks with Utah Native Plant Society. Sign
on at cyberflora@xmission.com.

Bill Parry’ s
Annual Geology Hike

August 20

Bill Parry had to cancel his hike last-year at the last
moment. He has rescheduled it and will once
again lead SOC members and guests on this annual
outing. Come out with us and learn about the
amazing history of our Wasatch Range.

The hike will go to Dog Lake in Big Cottonwood

~ Canyon. Length of the hike is 2 miles one-way, 4

miles round trip. Elevation gain is 1520 feet.
Hikers will meet at the park-and-ride lot at the
nouth of Big Cottonwood Canyon at 9:00 AM on
August 20. The trail is heavily used by mountain
bikers so be prepared for tolerance. Bring lunch,
water, sturdy hiking shoes, rain gear for possible
inclement weather.

The geological focus is Utah's big faults, glacial
deposits, springs, and much, much more.

Please sign up for this hike by calling Dave at
363-SAVE (363-7283) or sending an email to
DAVE@SAVEOURCANYONS.ORG.

Ellie Ienatsch’s Summer Wildflower Hikes

Many of SOC’s members know Ellie Ienatsch and those who don’t should meet this very
interesting and dedicated observer of the Wasatch.

Ellie Ienatsch will be leading a series of wildflower hikes in the Wasatch this summer
through the Osher Institute of lifelong learning at the University of Utah. The Osher
Institute is a program through the University of Utah designed for people 55 and over.

"Follow the wildflowers as we hike through the summer in the Wasatch
Mountains. Relaxing days connecting with each other and with nature. The
hikes will be easy to moderate trails leading to a beautiful lunch spot.
Hikes will take place on Wednesdays, twice a month in June, July and

August."

. For a copy of the Osher Institute catalog, please call 801-585-5442
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Looking up the west Grandeur Peak Trail, recently saved from residential development by Salt Lake County
govemment Trust for Public Lands, Utah Open Lands, and numerous extraordinarily generous local residents.
Save OQur Canyons was proud to have been involved.

Good News for Grandeur Peak

Save Our Canyons has been working with the
Trust For Public Lands (TPL), Salt Lake County,
Salt Lake City residents, and Utah Open Lands to
‘protect a trail access to Grandeur Peak from the
west. The campaign’s goal was to raise $40,000
from the community to match a the Salt Lake
County contribution of $290,000. The goal was
reached! -

This property will have a conservation ease-
ment that will be held by Utah Open Lands. This
was something that the community requested to
make sure that the property had another layer of
protectlon As with any conservation easement,
it is necessary to provide a stewardship fee to
assist UOL in monitoring and enforcing the
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terms of the easement; so we have asked your
help in fund-raising a stewardship fee of $5,000.
Community members have raised about $1,000
to date and so need an additional $4,000. TPL is
planning a community meeting to discuss this
project, this final fund-raising goal and any other
questions that you may have.

TPL is also planning a celebration event for

' Thursday, May 26th and will be sending out ‘in-

vitations to the community. We hope to have the
property conveyed to Salt Lake County with the
conservation easement by this date.d
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WE-HAVE MORE FUN THAN PE‘(:)I",‘L'E'Q When Wa- B

satch Mountain Club’s president James Shane
penned this memorable phrase in the mid-1940s the
club had been having more fun than people for
some thirty years.

Back during the second decade of the 1900s a
small group of outdoor enthusiasts gathered at an
Avenues area home for the purpose of organizing a
cooperative club dedicated to outdoor recreation.
They named the new group Wasatch Mountain
Club, after the mountain range that served as back-
drop to the state’s major communities. The club
was formally organized in 1920 and mcorporated
shortly thereafter.

During 1922 the club sponsored 36 outings of one
to three days’ duration and several trips of up to
two weeks’ duration. The longer trips explored
such places as Granddaddy lakes in the Uintas,
Bryce, Zion, and Yellowstone national parks, Kaibab
Forest, Cedar Breaks, and the Grand Canyon. Nu-
merous ski excursions into the local canyons were
scheduled during winter.

Toward the end of the 1920s the club’s leadership
commenced construction of a retreat at Brighton.
Known as the Wasatch Mountain Club Lodge the
rustic 2-story log building still serves as the organi-
zation’s social focus. The lodge is listed on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places as one of the last
remaining structures in the Wasatch from the time
when the national forests were first being devel-
oped for recreation. The Club’s lodge was recently
enlarged to include an updated toilet and a new
shower facility. The lodge is available for member
and non-member rentals.

In the late 1930s club members served as volun-

teers in local Ski Patrols and during World War I

they helped organize and staff the Ski and Moun-
tain Corps, a mountain rescue group established by
the Civil Defense authority. After the war (and in
cooperation with the Intermountain Ski Association)
the club initiated the erection of three public ski
huts for use on overnight ski tours into the upper
reaches of the Wasatch. Salt Lake County’s Recrea-
tion Department provided funding and the club’s
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(W asatch Mountain Club life member and Save Our Canyons trustee)

membershlp prov1ded ‘muscle. The huts were

popular for a-time, but not for long. One burned

down during a Boy Scout outing and another was
dismantled after it became a haven for questionable
activities. The third hut still exists, but is in no con-
dition for use. ,

From its founding the Wasatch Mountain Club
has been active in conservation issues. The club
participated — and continues to participate — in wil-
derness, trail access, helicopter skiing, and other
public land management processes. In the early
1970s club members Alexis' Kelner and Gale Dick
(and non-member Floyd Swéat) co-founded Save
Our Canyons, an organization whose principal ac- *
tivity would be conservation of the foothills, can-
yons, and summits of the Wasatch Mountains.

Today, the Wasatch Mountain Club is more ac-
tive than ever. It’s roughly thousand members par- 3
ticipate weekly in a variety of outdoor activities.
Numerous ski and snow shoe tours, ski mountain- :
eering outings, and overnight yurt trips are sched- |
uled throughout winter. Besides hiking and moun-
taineering the club is involved in biking, river run- ;
ning, “canyoneering,” family-eriented car trips,.and ;!
several other outdoor activities. Longer outings,
such as sailing trips to Belize. or the Virgin Islands
or treks to distant mountams, are also occasionally -
scheduled. ‘

.......
,,,,,

low new members to minglé with current members.
Several of these, such as" the “new-comers/old-

The Rambler,
keeps members informed of outlngs and issues of
concern. Nearly a hundred outdoor and social ac-
tivites are scheduled for this May alone.

If you are interested in having “More Fun Than
People”consider joining. the Wasatch Mountain
Club. Anriual membership-dues range from $25 to
$55 (plus a $5 application fee). For additional infor-
mation call the mountain club’s office at:

(801) 463-9842
or visit the website:
www.wasatchmountainclub.org

Www.saveourcanyons.org
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" CLOCK-WISE FROM SHOULDER STAND PHOTO:

Shoulder-stand and dance photos: At sunrise on the surﬁmit of
Mt. Timpanogos with BYU'’s coach Roberts. (early 1920s)

Enroute to Brighton via Park City’s mines. Overnight stays in
mine dormitories were often required. (mid-1920s)

' ‘Before departure by bus to southern Utah national parks.

At the Wasatch Mountain Club Lodge in Brighton.
(about 1935) -

Photos.courtesy of the Wasatch Mountain Club. S
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i SOC’s new e-Store
“" now open for business

To buy these items
and other items
from SOC'’s e-store
go to www .saveourcanyons.org

Blue Heli-Free Wasatch cap.

¥ o *

New Heli-Free button

— and many other items.

Blue Heli-Free Wasatch cap.
(cat not included) (Milt Hollander not included)

New Heli-Free Wasatch bumper sticker
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