
I

Citizens Committee to SAVE OUR CANYONS

SAVE OUR CAWONS is a quarterly publication

of the Citizens Committee to Save Our Can

yons

CONTENTS

Presidenes Message 2

We Lost You Lost Everybody Lost 3

Volunteer Profile John Matro 4

Parker Scrafford DynamicIntern 5

Nature of Leadership Gale Dick 6

Trail Work SOC Leads the Pack 8

Westminster Students Improve Trail 9

SOC Summer Activities 10

Geology Hike 2005 11

Yvonne Willey 11

The Good Sad Bad etc 12

Steve Big Cat Williams 13

Guest Editorial Species Recovery Act 14

Book Review
Wasatch Geology Trail Guide 15

AuDas KELNER Perennial Editor

GALE DicK Associate Perennial Editor

GUAT And THANKS
The Maki F4oundation based in

Aspen Colorado

and concerned with environmental

protection in the Western States

has given Save Our Canyons

a generous grant of support

www saveourcanyons org

Key Volunteers and officials cut ribbon at autumn dedication of

new Lake Mary trail L to K Brighton resident Jim Crookston Sean

Wetterberg USFS SL County Mayor Peter Corroon Eric Spreng

REI Gayle Parry SOC Chris Biltoft Wasatch Mtn Club
Randy Doyle Brighton Ski Resort Lisa Smith SOC

TrId WIN

1-0141DIMIA011

Autumn 2005

i



Presidenes Message

Gloomand Its Cure

T hese are tough and gloomy times for public
land policy

A century of progress is being thrown away
The Endangered Species Act is under serious

attack There is a move to privatize or even sell

off National Parks Federal land management
agencies like the Forest Service are being

drastically underfunded Motorized recreation is

rampant often destructive and unregulated
States and Counties especially in Utah and

Alaska are using a Civil War era statute to block

wilderness designation Speculative oil and gas
leases on public lands are being handed out like

candy Excuses to abandon provisions of the

Clean Air and Water Act are eagerly embraced
The same goes for National Environmental

Policy Act that foundation stone for the rights of

public involvement in major federal actions

affecting the environment
The best way to kick gloom is to imagine and

create a better future and that is what Bruce
Babbitt invited us all to do when he visited Salt

Lake City recently Babbitt was Secretary of the

Interior during the Clinton administration is a

former governor of Arizona and so brings a deep

perspective to problems of public lands policy
He gave talks at Westminster College and also at

The Kings English Bookstore where he spoke
about his new book Cities in the Wilderness a

New Vision of Land Use in America
His vision richly elaborated with specific

examples in his book is a very simple one He
points out that federal involvement in

development projects all over the country has
been a part of the role of national government
since George Washington pushed for the

building of canals in the late seventeen

hundreds Since then the feds have supported
the railroad system interstate highways and

water projects Many of the beneficiaries ofthis

on-going federal largesse are also strong

objectors to the feds role in land use

management Babbitt however strongly

emphasizes the necessity for a federal

involvement in land use policy and an

abandonment of the false mantra that this is

strictly a local issue The Wasatch front is facing

tremendous population growth probably a

doubling in one generation As we are seeing

daily city and county zoni nig regulations are

easily set aside by developers with political clout

demanding variances Babbitt's simple and

revolutionary proposal is to have the federal

government attach conditions to its huge and

ongoing subsidies of local development You
want the money Fine but you must provide a

state land use plan if you want to qualify The

feds wouldn't be the ones to write the plan That

would be up to the states or the cities but the

existence of such a plan would be required

before the federal check would be written

To get such an arrangement in place would

require a courageous and forward-looking

congress At the moment it is hard to see this

coming along very soon but there is constant ebb

and flow in leadership and political life

Among the group at The Kings English was

former Utah governor Calvin Rampton When
Rampton was governor he tried hard but

unsuccessfully to institute land use planning in

Utah He was very attentive to Babbitt's

remarks Maybe a little push from the federal

government in the form of some endangered

funding would have strengthened Rampton's

plea for land use planning to the great benefit

of us all as we face uninterrupted urban sprawl

from Santaquin to Brigham City Gale Dick

Save Our Canyons Autumn 2005 www saveourcanyons org
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When it is gone it will be goneforever

Volunteer Profile

John Matro
Environmental Activist

By Gayle Parry
SOC's Trustee and Volunteer Coordinator

W hen John Matro was a small boy he did what

all small boys might be tempted to do He col

lected some tree frogs and left them in a jar in the shade

of a tree thinking that he would come back later to play

with them Soon the shade turned tc sun and the wonder

ful pets died in the jar Most boys would in time forget

this tragic lesson but not John This event as well as a

father who had a profound respect and empathy for ani

mals made a deep impression on him although it didn't

manifest itself until much later in his life

He Was almost totally ignorant of the war being waged
on Mother Nature until 1985 when he worked with a per
son who was a member of Greenpeace This person rec
ommended some environmental literature that opened his

mind to the reality that many other people in particular

big busiess were causing irrevocable damage to the en
vironment in pursuit of its niches John says I had

thought that limits were being set but I was wrong Fur
thermore though they were aware of the damage that

they caused they didn't care

Realizing how bad things are was a rude awak
ening that turned John into an environmental and
animal rights activist in a very short time Within a
few years he supported 30 different environmental
and animal advocacy groups became a vegan eat

ing no animal products whatsoever marched in

protests attended conferences read all the literature

he could find on these subjects and wrote letters

His most recent letter appeared October 3 of this

year in the Park City newspaper The Park Record
It was written in response to two opposing view
points on lifting endangered species protection for

the grizzly bears of Yellowstone Park This infor

4 Save Our Canyons Autunm 2005

mative letter pointed out why contrary to one point
of view the grizzly bears will not be safe if they are

taken from the endangered species list

Camping hiking and skiing are among John and

his wife Nancy's favorite activities and Utah has

proven to be the perfect place to live to do these

things But John feels that man's enjoyment and use

of nature should always be secondary to the preser
vation of nature Respect for and preservation of

nature is trump No matter whether the activity is

recreational or commercial if it results in the cor

ruption of nature then it either needs to be elimi

nated or severely restricted

John and Nancy joined SOC shortly after moving
to Utah in 2003 and have spent many hours passing

out literature and talking to people about our orga
nization at community events John has helped
with mailings and flexed his muscles maintaining a

trail in Big Cottonwood Canyon He feels that grass
roots organizations such as SOC afford its members
the opportunity to achieve tangible results at the

local level and to feel a sense of accomplishment
He believes if you can't make the time to help
solve local environmental problems then you really

can't gripe too much about the global ones which

often stem from an accumulation of local problems
If we are to save our wild places then capital

ism must be amended or replaced with a system
that acknowledges that the preservation of wild

things and places has an intrinsic value and should

not have to compete in the marketplace As an il

lustration he points to Richard Pornbo Chair of the

House Resources Committee R-CA who has is in

troducing a bill that proposes selling fifteen national

www saveourcanyons org
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Individuals present at the

Peifferhorn Award ga thering
Standing to r Tofn

Stephens Julia Hendrian
Roger Lester Dave Bastian
Bill Parry Bill King Gale

Dick Mark Clemens Al
Herring Mary Herring John
Johnson Jim Catlin Gayle
Parry Dan Schmidt
Sea ted Mauri tia Stephens
Brooke Bastian Lisa Smith
Karla Kelner John Worlock
Alexis Kelner Ann Dick

Gate DicL jL ne Nature and Nurture ofLeadership

By GAVIN NOYE4 S

Former SOC Executive Director

Vben the effective Zeader ii-finh-bed izitb hif Pork thepeople say it bappened natura4 Lao TZy

T his year's Pfeifferhorn Conservation Leadership
Award was presented to Gale Dick President of

Save Our Canyons The Pfeifferhorn Award is given

annually to honor a person who created a record of

significant accomplishment in protecting our natu
ral environment by the Wasatch Mountain Club
the Nature Conservancy Great Salt Lake Audubon
the Utah Nordic Alliance Utah Chapter of the Sierra

Club and Save Our Canyons Past recipients are Jim

Bradley 1995 George Hansen 1996 Dianna Leh
man Smith 1997 Leroy Hooten 2000 Ellie

lenatsch 2001 Bob Adler 2002 and Loren
Kroenke 2004 Gale is deserving of this award for

many reasons but it is his skill as a leader which
has steadily helped Save Our Canyons SOC grow
and mature over its 33 year history

Gale's effectiveness as a leader is based upon his

trustworthiness as a person and his own ability to

trust the skills of everyone around him and in turn

their willingness to trust him Typically other lead
ers build their hierarchical power structure by con
trolling a few people who in turn are each respon
sible for controlling the people below them and so

on down the chain of command This power struc

ture is built upon extrinsic rewards such as a large

salaries andor the possibility of promotional ad
vancement This structure works so long as people

equate their value as people with the size of their

incomes their promotional progress andor other

external rewards they willingly exchange Typically
a power-seeking leader will possess some natural
gifts and well-developed skills which then allows
hirn or her to gain status and advancement by com
petitively rising up through the ranks to a position
of control Friends and competitors move aside to

avoid being damaged by this person's superior in
teHigence confidence or righteousness Gale is not
this kind of leader Gale's skill lies in disarming eve
ryone who crosses his path He has developed the
needed intelligence confidence and skills to get
things done over his lifetime but he chooses not to

use these abilities as weapons of intimidation His

humility sincere respect for all people ability to

listen well and objectivity are the defining points of
his leadership style If you were meeting Gale for

the first time you might notice his pleasant charm
good humor and dignified mannerisms You would
probably not learn that he was class president of his

high school a Rhode Scholar Dean of the Univer

sity of Utah Graduate School an accomplished
physicist a violinist and active member of a quartet
or even that he is President of SOC It is his mild
mannered traits which allow him to work with in
dividuals and groups on any level Because he is not

trying to gain power others happily entrust to him
whatever skills and energy they can offer Gale un
derstands the value of the intrinsic reward of trust

ing and accepting other people He follows the

6 Save Our Cayons Autumn 2005 wwwsaveourcanyons org
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Save Our Canyons Leads the Pack in Helping Maintain Wasawh Tra
By GAYLE PARRY

SOC Trustee and Volunteer Coordinator

S ave Our Canyons members can be proud of our
participation in maintaining the trails of the tri

canyon area Since 2002 when our Wilderness Vol
unteers Program began one hundred Save Our
Canyons volunteers have put in a total of seven
hundred and seventy-six hours of work improving
the trails These improvements make the hiking ex
perience more enjoyable and safe The better trails

also help to control erosion protect our watershed
and encourage plant and animal habitat We also
thank our partners the hard working volunteers of
the Wasatch Mountain Club for an additional four
hundred sixty-two hours of trail work SOC and the
WMC have been working together since 2002 to

make a more efficient trail maintenance operation
This year has been particularly rewarding Any

of you who have hiked to Lake Mary on the hot
dusty ski resort road will understand our exuber
ance at the opening of the new lower Lake Mary
Trail on September 10 2005 The history of this new
trail spans the last three years

When the Forest Service close d the old lower
strearnside section of the Lake Mary Trail Save Our
Canyons received a grant from REI to build a new
trail We couldn't have guessed at the time that it

would be three years until the trail was finally built
The delay was legitimate It took two years of hik
ing around the Brighton area by interested parties to

find a place for the trail that avoided wetlands At

Randy Doyle's Brighton Ski Resort suggestion the
trail we now have was chosen at the end of last

year This year at long last we have our trail

Although the lower part of the Lake Mary Trail is

only one half mile long it embodies a wonderful

spirit of community and has shown how people
working together for a common purpose can
achieve a wonderful result In addition to the Save

Our Canyons grant from REI there were contribu
tions from the Wasatch Mountain Club Brighton
Ski Resort and the Forest Service Approximately
65 volunteers from many organizations and as indi
viduals worked on the trail including Save Our
Canyons the Wasatch Mountain Club Westminster
College the Big Cottonwood Canyon Association
the Sierra Club the Boy Scouts of America the

Brighton Girls Camp Brighton Ski Resort Volun
teers for Outdoor Utah three churches the Utah
Shared Access Alliance many individuals and For
est Service employees All these folks worked un
der the direction of Sean Wetterberg Natural Re
source Recreation Manager for the Salt Lake District

of the US Forest Service Sean was a guiding'light
of enthusiasm good management and patience

During the three years Save Our Canyons put in

an impressive two hundred and sixty-nine volun
teer hours on the lower Lake Mary Trail alone

On September 10 2005 a ribbon cutting cere

mony was held to herald the opening of the new
section of the Lake Mary Trail County Mayor Pe
ter Corroon honored us by helping to cut the rib
bon Others holding the big scissors were Jim
Crookston of the Big Cottonwood Canyon Associa
tion Sean Wetterberg of the Forest Service Eric

Spreng representing REI Chris Biltoft Trail Director
for the Wasatch Mountain Club and Gayle Parry
Volunteer Coordinator and Trustee for Save Our
Canyons

When the snow melts next year we will need
more volunteers to put the finer touches on our
trail Please consider donating some time to the

Mary Trail as well as the other trails on which we
will be working the second Saturdays of June July
August and September 0

I

8 Save Our Canyons Autumn 2005
www saveourcanyons org
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SOC thanks Stan and
Rosanne Crawley again

for use of their beautiful

cabin for its Retreat

SOC SummerAcfMties

Lots ofworkfor SOC WMC and

Wasatch-100 volunteers A new Lake Mary
trail sufficiently wide to permitATV
abuses was completed underForest

Service supervision Work also continued

on the Catherine Pass trail and several

others The Botany and Geology hikes

were as usual well attended

10 Save Our Canyons Autumn 2X5 www saveourcanyons org
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The Good Sad B4 and Unimably Bad

GOODATTN Governor Huntsman In the Salt Lake

Tribune's qliumB section on 9405 we read

States that are right Three cheers for the three

states California New Mexico and Oregon that

last week sued the Bush administration over its de
cision to lift the US Forest Service's 2001 roadless

rule Not only does the repeal of the Clinton ad
ministration's forest-saving plan expose 90000

square miles of beautiful forest twn-tining logging
and other extractive activities it does so in a way
that unfai rly puts the blame on the states if their

governors don't quickly come up with a rational

plan to do otherwise We note that Utah is not on
the honor list

GOOD Thanks to timely presentations from Save Our

Canyons and the Sierra Club the Salt Lake County
Council reversed its initial approval of a rezoning

request from an owner of a property at the mouth of

Little Cottonwood Canyon The requested rezoning
would have allowed development on a small por
tion of the property in exchange for a Bonneville

Shoreline Trail right-of-way on a larger but unde
velopable part of the land It would have

i

been a

very bad precedent opening the door to lifting of

restrictive county zoning in return for bits and

pieces of non-developable land Voting against the

rezone Jim Bradley Mark Crockett Joe Hatch

Randy Horiuchi Jenny Wilson Voting for

Cortland Ashton and Marv Hendrickson Absent

David Wilde and Michael Jensen Let those voting

against know of your approval through the SL

County website

GOOD For at least the last 12 years or so a group of

speculative land developers has been hoping to find

some loophole in water law so that they can Jay
claim to water that would allow them to develop
land that is currently off limits to development A
large coalition formed to oppose this maneuver a

group that included SOC and many other environ

mental organizations a variety of government
agencies as well as parts of the ski industry Re
cently State Engineer Jerry Olds decisively rejected
the developers application with 9 findings and the

following conclusions The applicants have not

provided information that the source of the water
has sufficient quantity of water for this appropria
tion The appropriation would be detrimental to the

public welfare and the stream environment The

application is speculative The application must

meet all of the legal criteria to be approved This

application meets few if any of the criteria Way
to go Mr Olds

BAD There is something called a Categorical Exclu

sion CE which is a process by which the Forest

Service sidesteps environmental studies required by
the National Environmental Policy Act When the

Forest Service uses a CE it cuts the public out of the

decision process not good and the practice has

long been contentious Senaie Forests Subcommit
tee Chairman Larry Craig R-ID pledged recently to

help the Forest Service get-around a r ecent court

ruling that would curtail the agency's use of CE
Excluding public participation is simply bad SOC
has often been frustrated by the capricious use of

CEs

BAD and SAD A friend recently decided to give one
of her granddaughters a special present of ski les

sons As part of the present the mother of the

granddaughter would drive the girl up to a nearby
resort and pick her up after her lesson to bring her
home She was happy until the mother asked her to

please not give this gift Why The mother had
four children and if one of them started to ski the

others would want to do so too The family
couldn't afford to have four kids skiing How many
families can We've sold the right to ski on public
land to the wealthiest and left out a whole lot of

kids who will never ski Sad

BAD SPAWN MORE BAD The infamous congressionally
mandated land exchange the handed over 1400

acres of Forest Service land over to the Snowbasin
resort in 1996 is still rever6erating to the detriment

of sprawl control in Utah An off-shoot of that land

exchange was the eviction of the Air Force from

their Hill Haus ski lodge at Snowbasin To accom
modate the disappointed Air Force an exchange for

27 acres of federal property in Park City was of
fered The details are still being negotiated 9 years
later and to the discomfort of Park City leaders the

Air Force is exploring the possibility of building a

150-room hotel and resort complex in an area Park

city planners have identified as open space This is

the sort of spreading mess that worried us back in

196

UNIMAGINABLY BAD Representative Richard Pombo
R-CA recently proposed legislation jokingly he

later said that could force the sale of 15 national

parks for energy and commercial purposes Bad

Joke L

12 Save Our Canyons Autunm 2005 www saveourcanyons org
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GuestEdiwrial

Proposed Species RecoveryAcels Road To Extinction

By KIRK C ROBINSON

Executive Director Western Wildlife Conservancy

Congressman Richard Pornbo's deceptively

named Threatened and Endangered Species Re
covery Act now goes to the Senate If it becomes

law it will put a great many species of plants

and animals on a fast track to extinction

Critics of the original Endangered Species Act
which this bill would replace say it needs drastic

revision because the number of threatened and

endangered species keeps increasing Yet many
of these same critics are career politicians who

consistently fail to adequately fund species re

covery efforts such as critical habitat protection

This is the real problem not some flaw in the

Endangered Species Act Pornbo's measure

would be more aptly named extinction bill

since it would solve this problem by doing

away with critical habitat protection altogether

Despite inadequate funding the Endangered

Species Act has truly been a stunning success

having brought many species back from the

brink of extinction among them the magnificent

California condor grizzly bear gray wolf bald

eagle peregrine falcon sea otter and black

footed ferret

Are we now willing to risk consigning per
haps thousands of species to the void of extinc

tion so that the greediest among us can extort

payoffs from the rest of us for not destroying

critical habitats Are we similarlywilling to pay

lat

49 John Worlock

IN0010 x6XO the mellow voice of

tel Save Our Canyons

S626
01

f xe rOvC
00

KRCL Radio

SOC'S WASATCH

ENVIRONMENTAL UPDATE

landowners for not poisoning streams that cross

their land factories for not spewing toxic chemi

cals into our atmosphere

Species are like threads in afabric pull one

out and the entire fabric begins to unravel more

species disappear and ecosystems break down
Watersheds will be degraded and life on planet

Earth impoverished
The Endangered Species Act works The only

serious question is do we human beings have a

moral duty and the resolve to try to prevent spe
cies extinctions I say we do and we must u

Kirk

Robinson

14 Sav e Our Canyons Autumn 2005 www saveourcanyons org
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Looking for the perfect Holiday gift Tired of long
lines and crowded shops
Take care of your gift list and help support Save Our

Canyons by shopping at the Save Our Canyons Web
Store

I

Give the backcountry skier on your list a Heh-Free

Wasatch cap the flower lovers you know need the

Cyberflora Wasatch Wildflower and Penstemon CD
ROMs and everyone needs a Save Our Canyons T
Shirt

Always open always convenient The Save Our Canyons Web
Store

httpwwwsaveourcanyons orgstore

If you would like to give a contribution to Save Our Canyons
and have some highly appreciated stock or mutual funds

consider gifting alternative funds rather than cash

There are distinct advantages

For more information call Dave Bastian at 363-7283
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