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Presideffs Message

SOVS Great 2004 Action Instead of Bitchi fig

save Our Canyons had an exciting 2004 with

significant challenges met and overcome It's

a time to brag to pat ourselves on our backs a
confusing mob scene that and to recognize the

people whose dedication made it possible to

accomplish so much against daunting odds
Save Our Canyons is remarkable in being an

organization that relies on an impressive corps of

volunteers you will find them listed elsewhere

inthis Newsletter Many environmental

organizations are run primarily by paid staff

SOC is lucky to have not only a dedicated and

experienced staff but also in 2004 alone some
125 individual volunteers who made our work
our social events our service projects and our

extensive work with other similarorganizations
possible This level of volunteerism is the envy
of other organizations and a great measure of the

serious community involvement of SOC's

members This was in turn due mainly to the

work of Trustee Gayle Parry and our staff Lisa

Smith and Dave Bastian

SOC's final victory in the Harper's Quarry
suit its continuing fight with Salt Lake County
over the propci ed subdivision road at the mouth
of Big Cottonwood Canyon and its vigorous

appeal of the recently approved helicopter skiing

permit in the central Wasatch are discussed

elsewhere in this newsletter SOC persuaded SL
County to give up some of its most preposterous
RS-2477 road claims The number of hours

spent in these undertakings is staggering

especially when you consider that so many of the

hours have been contributed by people with full

time commitments to jobs and family
Save Our Canyons is proud of the roles it

played in the Grandeur Peak access project in

averting threats to Rock Canyon near Provo

helping to resolve controversies surrounding
building a new Lake Mary Trail in Brighton in

maintaining public alertness to plans to reroute

flights into SLC International Airport over

Wasatch Wilderness areas and in making
Wasatch environmental issues become crucial

political issues in the recent elections for Salt

Lake County mayor and council positions
Thanks to SOC's staff and board our activities

have received considerable media coverage and
this in turn builds membership and supportSO members old and new response to our

urgent appeal for financial help in November of

2004 was spectacular and was itself another

expression of approval and appreciation of the

work of so many on hot-button community
issues

SOC presented a host of events in 2004
slideshows by John Johnson and Howie Garber
the annual botany hike with Bill Gray thefirst

annual Lone Peak celebration a discussion of

wilderness with Steve Trimble Alexis Kelner
Scott Carrier and Ken Sanders films by Utah

celebrity Trent Harris the first annual disk golf

event a benefit concert by the group Naked
April SOC participated in variou's events

celebrating the 40 anniversary of the Wilderness

Act of 1964 and it joined with other organizations
in presenting Loren Kroenke of the Salt Lake

Ranger District with the prestigious Pfeifferhorn

Conservation Leadership Award
SOC also continued its trail maintenance and

Adopt a Highway work parties It set up tables at

many events such as Earth Day and Freedom
Fair celebrations street fairs and at the Farmers
Market

SOC's web site saveourcanyons org has been

redesigned and made easier to use John
Worlock's weekly Wasatch Environmental Update

Tuesdays on KRCL at 430 pm continues its

distinguished run Through the initiative of

trustee Gayle Parry our newsletters in 2004

began carrying a new series of Religion and the

Environinent articles written by local religious
leaders The SOC staff board and interested

volunteers met many times with Forest Service

officials Alta and Snowbird resort

representatives County and City government
officials candidates for public office and

congressmen
Membership increased in 2004 but SOC

needs as always to keep its present members
and you will be contacted in the near future with

a request that you renew your membership
So all in all 2004 was a good year for Save

Our Canyons It's never been stronger its

mission has never been more important None of

this could have happened without your
participation as a member as a volunteer as an
advisor or as a contributor

Brag puff out your chest and turn around so

your back can get patted There will be stars in

your crown You is you our members our
wonderful staff and board and our friends

everywhere Gale Dick
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Helicopter Skiing Permit Issued

and Restrictions Rolled Back
By DAVID WITHERSPOON Trustee and Heli-ski issues coordinator

n October just after the last Save Our Canyons
newsletter was mailed to you the Wasatch
Cache National Forest published its Heli-skiing
Final Environmental Impact Statement and Re

cord of Decision Wasatch Powderbird Guides

permit to continue commercial operations for an
other five years was approved Save Our Canyons
the Utah Environmental Congress and Bill King
mounted an administrative appeal which was re

cently denied on all counts by the Regional Office of

the Forest Service The appeal document can be

found on our web page www saveourcanyons orZ
SOC is at present weighing the possibility of further

legal action

Heli-Skiing Restrictions Rolled Back

In 1999 the Forest Service FS took a step to re
duce conflict between heli-skiers and other back

country recreationists by making the Tri-Canyon
A-rea TCA Mill Creek andBig-and Little Cotton
wood Canyons heli-free on Sundays and Mondays
Apparently someone misses those earlier exciting

days of heated conflict In its October 2004 ROD
the FS chose to permit Wasatch Powderbird Guides

WPG to ski and land on the formerly closed Sun
days and Mondays in White Pine and in the Grizzly

Gulch Patsy Marley area for home runs typically

early in the afternoon
The Forest Service will also allow WPG to fly on

a Monday in the TCA if they first give up a Satur

days when they otherwise could have flown They

may do this three times per season This Saturday
Monday trade is confusing but it boils down to

fewer predictab le heli-free Mondays in the TCA In

addition to chipping away at the Sunday-Monday
TCA closure the Forest Service granted five addi
tional days of flying outside of the normal season
The backcountry will no longer be quiet after April
15 helicopters can drop in any time

But WPG was apparently not happy with that

and so they appealed the decision then in an in

terview called SOC a sore loser for also appealing
it WPG wants three Saturday-Sunday trade days
in the TCA so that they can surprise people on

Sundays and Mondays in the TCA They also want
to fly two helicopters in the TCA whenever they

wish instead of being limited to five days a year

As of press time the Forest Service has not released

a response to WPG's appeal
You see the driving issue in this decision is not

conflict reduction not safety not wildlife protection
but helicopter protection WPG claims as it has at

every permit renewal time that it will go out of

business if it is restricted Even the Forest Service

claims that WPG's profitability is irrelevant but

goes on to design the entire EIS and the decision to

ensure continued heli-skiing with fewer con
straints

The impacts of heli-skiing on others are evidently
considered by the Forest Service to be less important
than unconstrained heii-skiing Even though the

Forest Service did not collect any information on the

increasing numbers of non-motorized backcountry
skiers snowboarders hikers and birdwatchers in

the Wasatch they admit that the number has in
creased greatly over the last five years But they just

don't care Save Our Canyons members were told

point blank that even-if the number of backcountry
skiers had quintupled in the last five years the For
est Service would have issued exactly the same
permit

Forest Service mission accomplished Helicop
ters protected

Forest Service Protects Whirlybirds from those

Feathered Things

SOC has just obtained internal Forest Service

memos that show how Environmental Impact
Statements EIS are designed to justify pre-made
decisions The background Northern Goshawks
are large raptors that are sensitive to disturbance
Since these top predators are indicators of ecosys
tem health the Forest Service is required to monitor

and protect them
When the EIS preparers realized there were Gos

hawk nests in the heli-skiing permit area they cor

rectly suggested 12-mile no-fly buffers around oc
cupied nests in a draft of the EIS But read this ex
change between two Forest Service Wildlife Biologists

A I hate to even bring up another

buffer situation that people will beat us up
on If we keep adding buffers every time

4 Save Our Canyons Winter 2004 2005 www saveourcanyons org
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LOS Belief and the Environment

By GEORGE B HANDLEY
Associate Professor of Humanities at Brigham Young University

This article by George B Handley is part of a Save Our Canyons sponsored series of essays

from the clergy of n7any diverse religions describing their philosophies concerning the natural

World

0 ne cannot find any official position of the

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints

Mormon on contemporary environmental

ism This apparent silence has led some to criticize

the LDS Church for appearing to support the often

noisy anti-environmentalism of many of Utah's

politicians and citizens and of business and devel

opment interests Such criticism of so-called Mor
monism has come despite the fact that many envi

ronmental conflicts in Utah resemble similar strug
gles in other Western states and despite the Church's

commitment to remain politically neutral whenever

possible It is certainly lamentable that so many en
vironmental issues have beconte political seemingly

unnecessarily but the reality is that environmental

issues often divide communities especially in the

ii-iter mountain West Wyb6 we have become too

accustomed to looking to institutions and political

processes for answers when we should instead look

to ourselves Perhaps a ground-level faith-based

practice of good stewardship will be helpful in re

ducing unnnecessary polarization and more im
portantly in producing more fruitful and sustain

able practices

Although official positions are not identifiable

LDS scriptures and teachings provide a consistent

picture of the role of human beings as stewards ac
countable before God for the use and care of His

creations Scholarly examinations of LDS theology
and history have repeatedly demonstrated that the

religion offers a unique and important perspective
on the notion of environmental stewardship and a

foundation for a strong environmental ethic

Foundational publications on the subject include Hugh Ni

bley's classic essays Subduing the Earth in Ott the Timely and

the Timeless Provo UT Religious Studies Center 1978 and

Brigham Young on the Environment in To the Glory oj'God

Mornion Essays on Great Issus-Envirouinent Commit

inent-Love-Peace Youth-Man Salt Lake City Deseret

Book Co 1972 Thomas Alexander's Stewardship and Enter

prise in Western Historical Quarter4 25 Autumn 1994 340

This truth about Mormonism has not been lost on
all of its believers What often goes unnoticed is

how many Mormons are actively involved in envi

rbnmental causes and how directly LDS belief has

motivated their efforts In February of2004
Brigham Young University sponsored a well at
tended symposium entitled Our Stewardship Per

spectives on Nature that explored the theological
foundations for stewardship In addition to d6mon
strating that LDS belief is not incompatible with

good stewardship of the earth the symposium
cleared up at least one more myth regarding envi
ronmentalism its spelling notwithstanding it is not

an ism in the traditional sense It is an inadequate
word to describe a whole host of often competing
movements organizations philosophies andValues
not all of which are compatible with Christianity in

general or Mormonism in particular But rather than

using these occasional incompatibilities as an excuse

to demonize the movement of environmentalism

64 Richard Jackson's Righteousness and Environmental

Change The Mormons and the Environment in Essay's on the

American West 1973-1974 5 Brigham Young University

Press Prov6 UT 21-42 and Jeanne Kaye and Craig J Brown

Mormon Beliefs about Land and Natural Resources 1847

1877 Journalpf Historical Geography 11 3 253267

Recent publications include Aaron Kelson's The Holy Place

Why Caringfor the Earth and Being Kind to Animals Matters

Spotsylvania VA White Pine Publishing 199 9 Nw Genesis

A Mornion Reader on Land and Community ed Terry Tempest

Williams William B Smart and Gibbs M Smith Layton UT
Gibbs-Smith Publisher 1998 George Handley's The Envi

ronmental Ethics of Mormon Belief in B YU Studies 402

Summer 2001 187-21 0 and Matthew Gowans and Philip

Cafaro's A Latter-Day Saint Environmental Ethic in Envi

ronniental Ethics 25 2003 375-94 The most recent article in

the Ensign the official magazine of the LIDS Church to cover

the topic was in March 2004 The Wonder of Creation by

Mark J Nielsen pp 60-65

6 Save Our Canyons Winter 2004 2005 www saveourcanyons org
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no more makes you a Christian than being in a ga
rage makes you a car The solution in other words
is not less religion but more intent listening on the

pew and a more circumspect and self-dis trusting
vision of what it means to get off the pew and prac

tice what we preach Otherwise we render religion
irrelevant in the face of the largest questions con
cerning our purpose and destiny on earth LJ

GEORGE B HANDLEY is Associate Prfessor of
Humanities at Brigham Young University A
resident of Provo with his wife Amy and four
children he is currently serving as a BYU campus
Bishop He is still striving to understand the full

responsibilities of being a practicing Mormon
and profoundly enjoys the challenge

Brand Ne wVV SOC Web Page
If you haven't been to Save Our Canyons home on the internet for a while you
are in for a pleasant surprise Almost a year in the making the web site has a
fresh layout and design with some great new features such as a store sellingSOC merchandise and a search feature on our archive This new site would
not have been possible without the literally thousands of hours of volunteer

work by Matt Aune and Walt Haas Check it out at the same location

www saveourcanyons org
Give it a test drive today

8 Save Our Canyons Winter 2004 2005
www saveourcanyons org
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2004 Volunteer Activities

By Gayle Parry Trustee and Volunteer Coordinator

SOC thanks the numerous volunteers who make Save Our Canyons possible Please notice the many
names that are repeated in the following list Our devoted volunteers come out time after timeto help in

any way they can We would welcome your help too Give some thought to helping SOC save the

magnificent Wasatch through our volunteer program Lists are always dangerous we hope we haven't

missed anyone

Accountin Alicia Toney
Stephanie Petersen County Issues Carl Fisher

Coordinators Susanna Garcia
Adopt A Highwj y Tom Stephens Andy Carmen
Coordinator Julia Hendrian

John Johnson Steve Gentner

June 20th Brooke Bastian

Richard Jonas
Environment and Religion Articles Eric Spreng music

Julia Hendrian Coordinator Gayle Parry

Eric Steckel Religion Articles Authors Naked April Concert April 22

Ron Younger
Pastor Steve Leiser Mountain of Carolyn Guild

Kurt Becker Faith Lutheran Church Whitney Guild

Gayle Parry George Jisho Robertson Kanzeon Bryan Allen

Zen Center Shane Duncan
August 15 Rabbi Tracee Rosen Congregation James Trevino
Julia Hendrian Kol Arrij Nick Bennett
Dave Andrenyak George Handley BYU Professor of Kent Rytting

September 12 Humanities Eric McKenna

Julia Hendrian Reverend Tom Goldsmith First

Dave Andren ak Unitarian Church KRCL Day in the Park June 12
y John Matro

Fred Smith Events Committee Victoria Gilbert
Ron Younger Staff Dave Bastian Lisa Sn-dth Tom Lund

AdvisoKy Board Volunteers Ben Tettlebaurn

Maile Buker Carl Fisher Linda Shaw

John Evans Susanna Garcia

Ted Wilson Gayle Parry
40th Anniversary Wilderness Act

Eric Spreng August 21

Art Ben Tettlebaurn Stephen Trimble

Vanessa Holtz Alexis Kelner

ATVs Events Scott Carrier

Coordinator Bill King
Staff Dave Bastian Emily Kimmel

Big Cottonwood Canyon Road lohn lohnson Slide Show Freedom Fair September 11

Coordinators February 18 Tom Lund

John Johnson John Johnson Linda Shaw

Tom Stephens Jon Matro Ian Smith

Brian Poulsen
Beyondo Mondo Utah

Board of Trustees Jessie Malthers with Trent Harris September 16
President and full time Trent Harris
volunteer Gale Dick First Annual Lone Peak Celebration

Julia Hendrian February 26
Carl Fisher

John Johnson
Staff Dave Bastian Lisa Smith Brooke Bastian

Alexis Kelner Volunteers Tom Lund

Bill King
Alexis Kelner Jeff Wright

Gayle Parry
Ted Wilson

Tom Ste hens Eric Dewall Steve Tuttle
p

invitation d t
U of U Red Fest September 17

David Withers oon s an pos ers
p

John Worlock Jeff Wright
Staff Dave Bastian

Ron Younger Justin Martin

Delores Martin

10 Save Our Canyons Winter 2004 2005 www saveourcanyons org
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Harpers Quariv

and Big Cottonwood Canyon Subdivision

Good News and Progress

By DAVE CARRIER former SOC Trustee

Late in November The Supreme Court of The State

of Utah ruled that Salt Lake County's approval of a

massive expansion of a local quarry was illegal It

was a decision in favor of Save Our Canyons and

upheld an earlier decision by Third District Court

Judge Sandra Peuler You can't miss the quarry in

question when you drive up or down Parley's Can

yon It is the rapidly expanding eyesore on the

north side about two miles up from the canyon's

mouth The court ruling represents the end cross

vour fingers of a three-year battle with the County

over the issue of whether or not quarries should be

allowed in the Wasatch Mountains

We found ourselves at odds with the folks at the

County in February of 2001 when the Planning

Commission approved a 51-acre expansion of the

quarry The new permit allowed Harper Sand and

Gravel Inc to mine much of the ridge above the

current quarry The end result would have been a

giant terraced Kennecott Copper Mine-style pit

We appealed the Planning Commission's approval

for several reasons We believe that open-pit mining
and quarries should no longer be allowed in the

Wasatch Mountains In this case the permit al

lowed a massive expansion of an eyesore in one of

the main gateways to Salt Lake Valley Finally we
believed that the zoning ordinances of Salt Lake

County explicitly disallow this type of mining in the

Wasatch

The County's Board of Adjustment denied Our

appeal twice upholding the Planning Commis
sion's approval In response we filed a complaint

with the 3rd District Court against the Planning

Commission the Board of Adjustment and Salt

Lake County During the months that the case was

heard and reviewed by the District Court Harper's

rapidly expanded their quarry operations into areas

allowed by the new permit Without funds to sup
port an injunction SOC could only watch the ex

panding damage to the canyon and hope that the

court's decision would come soon In August of

2002 Judge Peuler found that the Planning Com
mission's approval of the expansion permit was il

legal Mayor Workman then decided to appeal the

court's ruling and asked that the case be heard by

the Utah Supreme Court

Our success is in this case was largely due to the

hard work of two outstanding lawyers Jennifer

Crane and Jeff Appel They wrote rock-solid briefs

and presented spirited and dynamic oral arguments
in both courts They also generously donated much

of their time

What have we learned from this episode

1 It is clear that the previous County Admini

stration and the staff of the Planning and Devel

opment Services Office were willing to relax mis

represent and twist county ordinances to promote

development at the expense of long-term pres6r
vation of the Wasatch

2 Although most of the ordinances governing

development in the Wasatch are quite good we
can't rely on the County's interpretation of tho se

laws We need to maintain a clear understanding
of the ordinances and we need to be vigilant in

e 0-Mmonitoring the County's actions If w ha ATA

better understanding of the ordinances in 1998 it

might have been possible to stop renewed work

the LDS Church Quarry in Little Cottonwood

Canyon because the County's granting of that

permit was based on the same argument which

the Third District and Supreme Courts have now
ruled to be illegal

3 It pays to keep fighting because sometimes

you win Q

SOC Appeals Unfavorable Big Cotton

wood Canyon Subdivision Decision

By TOM STEPHENS Trustee

Because of our members support and because we
believe it to be such an important Wasatch issue

SOC is continuing its fight to force Salt Lake County
to obey its own ordinances

Save Our Canyons attorney Joe Tesch of Tesch

Law Offices filed an appellate brief with the Utah

Court of Appeals on December 27

12 Save Ow Canyons Winter 2004 2005 www saveourcanyons org
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I

Wasatch Powderbird Guides blasts dozvn destructive avalanches even zvhen it's too dangerous to ski Note the

needlessly toppled trees in theforeground photo by Bob Athey

The Good the Bad the U91Y and the Hopeful

Ind Disgusting

EXCELLENT SOC had more people actively volunteer

during the past year than at any time in our history
These volunteers allowed us to expand our agenda
SOC was present with representatives at many
community events held more benefits that were
instructive and entertaining did impressive work
on maintaining trails won the Harpers lawsuit

fought unsightly development in our foothills and
for adherence to SL County's own laws and
ordinances SOC continues to challenge the ill

conceived road at the mouth of Big Cottonwood

GOOD Snowbird plans to remove its old Peruvian
chairlift and install a new lift starting at the same

place but running over twice as far all the way to

the saddle between Hidden Peak and Mount Baldy
But instead of putting the lift terminal on the ridge
and adding one more blot to the skyline Snowbird

has decided to end the lift well below the ridge and
drill a tunnel through the ridge to Mineral Basin
Skiers will be glad tohear that the lift and tunnel

exits will open onto intermediate terrain instead of

the steep ridge above The location of this new
high-capacity lift will allow skiers to avoid both the

1 i r4

narrow cat tracks on Hidden Peak and thelinelfbr

the soon-to-be obsolete Tram

DEFINITELY GOOD As Alta did last year Snowbird ha's

discussed its plans for lift construction with Save
Our Canyons early in the process looking for

suggestions and reactions Snowbird and Save Our

Canyons won't see eye to eye on everything but

where we can work together to improve and protect
the Wasatch we will

GOOD nd funqy As they say indiplo matic circles

the heli-skiing permit appeal discussio-nsf between
SOC and Utah Environmental Congress
representatives and the Forest Service were frank
and open They were also animated and urgent in

tone resulting in comic moments During an
extended discussion of the desirability of a heli-free

Mill Creek the rapid give and take produced a plea
for a milli-free Hell Creek Now there's ajallying

cry

14 Save Our Canyons Winter 2004 2005 www saveourcanyons org
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Blue Hel i-Free Wasatch cap
cat not included

New Heli-Free button

C1TIZENS COMMI TTEE To SA vF 0 UR C4NYONS
PO Box 112017

Salt Lake City Ut 84 4 7

SOC's new e-Store

now open for business

To buy these items
and other items

from SOC's e-store

go towww saveourcanyons or9

Blue Heli-Fme Wasatch cap
Milt Hollander not included

New Heli-Free Wasatch bumper
sticker
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