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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Sharing

the Wasatch
f you haven't already been thinking about it

now is time to start imagining how we are

going to share the Wasatch with one another

Most people along the Wasatch Front get a

look of numb and gloomy resignation when

predictions of the future population on this area

are discussed The central Wasatch mountains

and canyons already receive the most intense

recreational use of any Forest Service area in the

country As the population of the adjacent cities

and towns continues its dizzying growth the

pressure on our watersheds wildlife habitats

hiking trails and winter sports areas becomes

harder to manage effectively We simply must

protect and preserve these vital resources and to

do so we're going to have to figure out how to

share them
The much-dreaded day is surely coming when

our unlimited access to the Wasatch will have to

be controlled It is in fact already here User

conflicts have led to even-and-odd day programs
of sharing trails between bikers and hikers

under the current helicopter skiing permit

helicopters are not permitted to fly on Sundays
and Mondays in-the Central Wasatch in an effort

to reduce conflict between heli-skiers and muscle

powered backcountry users More restrictions

seem certain to come if only because of the

necessity to preserve watershed quality let alone

cut down on the user conflict

Ask yourself how we as a community should

face the challenge of restricting our own access to

the mountains and canyons we love

The celebrated free market has a way of

managing scarcity raise prices Diamonds are

scarce desirable and expensive It could happen
that access io the backcountry of the Wasatch

could be sold to the highest bidder but using

entrance fees as a means of controlling the

number of visitors to public lands is not an

acceptable idea to most people Paying for

upkeep is one thing erecting price barriers to

exclude those unable to payis another

Maybe we will have to institute a permit

system on a first-come first-served or a lottery

basis limiting the total number of backcountr
I

y

users on any given day With such a permit

system how would we figure out what that total

number should be What is the carrying capacity

for these lands At presenf no one knows nor

does any goverrurient agency seem very
interested in finding out Drivers of vehicles do

greater harm than people on foot so more motors

would lead to admitting fewer people

Maybe some areas have to be closed as is the

case with Red Butte Canyon east of the U of U
campus In the winter Little Cottonwood

Canyon is sometimes closed when there is no

more parking available up the canyon Maybe
we should use limited parking as the mechanism

to cap the number of users in all seasons

requiring of course rigorous enforcement of

prohibition of parking on the shoulders of

highways Public transportation with stops at

trailheads could reduce highway congestion but

it wouldn't necessarily limit the number of

people in the backcountry
How about allowing cars with even odd

numbers on their license Oates to enter the

canyons on even odd numbered days Vigorous
enforcement would be needed but it would b e a

mechanistic way of sharing access

Now is the time to start thinking about

strategies for sharing If we just let business as

usual take its course we are not going to like the

outcome Business as usual will mean that acces's

to these public lands will become a commodity
and will somehow be bought and sold We
can't let that happen Gale Dick

2 Save Our Canyons Summeri 2004 www saveourcanyons org
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WPG TASK FORCE VOLUNTEERS Rear L to R Gavin Noyes Ellie Ienatsch David Witherspoon Gale Dick Will

McCarvill Bob Athey Todd Leeds Bill King Allen Sanderson Seated L to R Lisa smith Dave Bastian Alexis Kel
ner Adam Shaw Hannah Shaw

0 0

HeRcopter Skiing In The Wasatch

An Idea Whose TiErne Has Passed

By David Witherspoon SOC Trustee

A big thank-you is in order for all you SOC
members who wrote letters and volunteered

your time ideas and writing to help SOC comment

effectively on the Wasatch Powderbird Guides Spe
cial Use Permit Renewal Draft Environmental Im
pact Statement

Freedom of Information Act requests Were made
over eighty pounds of documents were sorted and

examined and every aspect of the heli-skiing prob
lem was studied by a small army of SOC volunteers

Legal and scientific experts pitched in meetings
were held new bumper stickers were printed

available from the SOC office while they last The

result Save Our Canyons comments are available

on our website

The number-one issue raised in Scoping com
ments was noise But the Forest Service ignored this

almost completely almost because they felt a need

to claim that allowing dramatically more helicopter

skiing would somehow reduce noise impacts in up
per Little Cottonwood Canyon More is less it

would seem As for noise impacts on others the

Forest Service claims that the dismissive and inade

quate treatment of noise given in the 1999 EIS was
good enough and nothing important has changed
since then

But things have definitely changed the number
of people impacted by helicopter noise inthe Wa
satch has continued to grow Again the Forest

Service chose to ignore this issue almost completely

citing only some telephone conversations with peo
ple in the skimig industry as evidence that there are

more people in the backcountry now How many
more The Forest Service dismissed the question as

irrelevant Those phone conversations had to do

with a project in Colorado The Wasatch didn't

even rate its own phone call

It's difficult to grasp just how little the Forest

Service cares about recreationists other than a few

wealthy helicopter skiers that is WPG provides

exactly two unique services bombs and helicopters

People who lack the necessary skills and experience
to venture into the backcountry on their own can
choose from a variety of other low-impact guiding
services

But such niceties are irreleva nt to the Forest

Service Politics and bureaucratic inertia make it

impossible for the Forest Service to do the right

thing and end heli-skiing in the Wasatch So they
have already decided to permit heli-skiing and the

DEIS shows that stamp of pre-approval The pur
pose and alternatives are aimed at increasing heli

skiing the most important problem's with'heli

4 Save Our Canyons Summer 2004 www saveo urcanyons org
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OBTAINED VL4 THE FREEDOM OFINFORMATION ACT Snowbird architects'proposal for re-establishing the
shape of Hidden Peak that was decapitated during construction of the tramway

The Good the Bad the Ugly
and the Worrisome

GOOD A survey by the Points of Light national
volunteer center network and researchers at Indiana

University-Purdue University Indianapolis shows
that Utah has the nation's highest rate of adult vol
untee'rs We think we know why Utah isway out
ahead in volun'teerism 6 percentage points ahead of

runner-up Iowa It must be the work of SOC's vol
unteer coordinator Gayle Parry and her dedicated

corps of workers You've put Utah on the map
Gayle

GOOD Utah's community radio station KRCL has
been carrying SOC's weekly Wasatch Environ
mental Update presented by John Worlock Tues
day afternoons at 4 30 pm since 2002 These have
been weekly three-minute mini-essays of high qual
ity Now the station has invited John and SOC to

produce a series of half hour programs on local en
vironmental issues Congratulations John and
thank you KRCL

GOOD The veil of secrecy surrounding Utah

county and state claims to ownership of so-called
roads across federal lands is beginning to lift thanks
to the Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance and The
Wilderness Society For those of you following it
the code name for this festering issue is RS2477
SUWA and TWS represented by attorney Joro
Walker asked the State Records Committee to force
the Attorney General's office to disclose the records
to the public and the Records Committee agreed to

do this The secrecy has been used blatantly to ex
clude the public from participation in extremely

6 Save Our Canyons Summer 2004 www saveourcanyons org
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A Covenant With ARCreation
By Steve Leiser Pastor

Mountain of Faith Lutheran Church

Stansbury Park Utah

This article by Pastor Leiser is part of an ongoing series of essays from the clergy of

mainy diverse religions describing their pl-dlosophies concerning the natural world

am a Lutheran pastor I believe that God crea
tor of all things boundlessly loves and gra

ciously blesses this world I believe that God
creator of all things showers humanity with gifts

that enable us to dedicate our lives towards the

care of all creation

However I also believe that we do not readily

accept those gifts Sadly many of us are more
concerned with the immediate gratification of self

than for the well being of the environment not

understanding or ignoring that we and the envi
ronment are intimately connected Of course this

is nothing new There have been people who have
shown a disregard for nature throughout history

Thankfully there have also been people with and
without religious affiliations who have and who
do exhibit love towards the environment

Treating the environment with love and re
spect goes hand in hand with the Christian belief

of loving God and loving neighbor It is obvious
that at times Christians fail to live up to this belief
All too often there is tension between the Chris
tians proclamation of love and care for the natural

world and their behavior towards the environ
ment This really should be no surprise Chris

tians like all people allow themselves to be ma
nipulated by selfish interests It is far too easy to

accept assumptions practices and policies that

benefit humanity but not necessarily the environ

ment People of all backgrounds have strugg led

with accepting that humanity has not been given a

license to despoil or exploit the environment

However we can be a united in our concern
about the health of the environment We can re
alizethatAhe health of the environment is not de
pendentupon an individual's or a society's whims
or desires Even if we insist the well being of

creation is not centered upon hum anity Reality is

not necessarily how we define it to be
Thankfully there are voices among us that

challenge us to examine our values andpriorities
We need to listen to these voices These voices
remind us that our community is just a small part

of creation Our notion of community must be

expanded to include not only our relationship
with people around us but also our relationship
with the environment The voices challenge us not

to place our selfish concerns above those of crea
tion Indeed they teach us that our concerns must
be those of creation

I believe we are to try to live within the cove
nant of love that God makes with every living

thing God said This is the sign of the covenant that I

make between me and you and every living creature

that is with you for all future generations I have set

my bow in the clouds and it shall be a sign of the cove
nant that is between me and you and every living crea

ture of allflesh and the waters shall never again become

a flood to destroy all flesh When the bow is in the

clouds I will see it and remember the everlasting cove
nant between God and every living creature of all flesh
that is on the earth Gen 9 12-16

So how can we attempt to liv e within God's
covenant with all creation We can accept the gifts
with which we have been blessed We can honor
the integrity of the environment We can admit
that we have abused the environment and accept
our responsibility to the world Although it is

clear that our ability to live in balance with the en
vironment is limited we can encourage each other

to live in a manner that demonstrates our solidar

ity with the natural world

Acknowledgements Conversations with Pastor Jeff

Louden Shepherd of the Mountain Lutheran Church
Park City editing with Dr Jennifer Leiser Salt Lake

City review by Pastor James Hytjan Rocky Mountain

Synod Denver Colorado ELCA social statements on

creation and environment For a more in-depth under

standing of the Evangetical Lutheran Church of Amer
ica's stand on environment and creation issues see A
Social Statement on Caringfor Creation Vision Hope
and Justice and A Social Statement on Economic Life

Sufficient Sustainable Livelihoodfor All available at

htto Ilwww elca orjzldcslsocialstatemehts html
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Utah has the potential to set an example

for the whole nation

in how to take care of the environment

Carl Fisher

VOLUNTEER PROFILE

Reach Out
With
Carl Fisher

By GAYLE PARRY SOC's Volunteer Coordinator

From the forest and wilderness come the tonics and barks

which brace mankind

Henry David Thoreau 1851

B ackpacking through Grand Gulch when only eight

years old is not an experience that most youngsters

can brag about but what an adventure it was for Carl

Fisher At this young age Carl learned the value of soli

tude and quiet beauty learned that water and other neces

sities of life are not always abundant and should be

greatly appreciated Carl his father and grandfather

there in Grand Gulch found a deep closeness that is be

yond the usual father son grandfather relationship This

special closeness continues today Many more backpack

trips followed this one Most of the time they ended in

the dark where moonlight and stars were the only light

adding to-the'sense of adventure Carl's father and grand

father gave him a wonderful gift when they enabled him

to experience the magic sensations that come when you

feel that you are one with nature Now Carl attempts to

reach out to others to make them understand how pre

cious experiences in wild places are and to protect wil

derness To do this Carl contributes his time to envi

ronmehtaf cau'ses Luckily Save Our Canyons is one of

them

When Carl Fisher walks into the Save Our Canyons

office he is greeted with hugs smiles and enthusiastic

greetings On a particular day this week someone

shouted Hey Carl will you help me move this table

The speaker was not speaking of moving the table across

the room but across town Of course Carl was willing to

help Lisa Smith SOC's Executive Director remarked

Carl is one of the few volunteers who I have worked

with through my whole career with Save Our Canyons

He has practically become a part of the office staff and

the staff couldn't do without him
i

Carl is the most unusual volunteer Save Our Can

yons has ever had Most people who donate their labor to

our efforts give what they can of their time and skills for

a short while Carl has been around for years although

he is only twenty-three works full time and takes a full

load of classes in his major in the Environmental Studies

program at the U of U He also donates his time to three

organizations Besides being jack of all trades around the

office Carl has been in charge of the Activists Fair in

2003 donated time and effort to the Lone Peak Celebra

tion has manned tables at many events and redid a SOC

brochure on wilderness while taking a writing class at the

University of Utah He has taken on other duties too nu
merous to mention

Like most very bright people who can juggle an

amazing array of responsibilities Carl is interested in a

variety of activities Besides working for SOC Carl is

the Program Director for Wasatch Community Gardens

This organization buys plots where children can have

their own gardens This teaches sustainable agriculture

techniques to children He also finds time to plant trees

for Tree Utah and to register voters He is extremely

10 Sve Or Canyons Summer 2004 www saveourcanyons org
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Media coverage at FAA press conference

11MINssRi9H
Im

F11 1m

MEOW

SL County Mayor
Nancy Workman

speaks against
FAA proposal

MM

M

iveirse Group Sends FAA Unified Message

W hat do Snowbird Ski Resort Salt Lake County
and Save Our Canyons have in common No

there is no punch line and this is not a joke

Snowbird Salt Lake County and Save Our Canyons
teamed together with Rep Jim Matheson the Town
of Alta Friends of Alta Ski Utah and Sundance

Resort to hold a press conference announcing their

united opposition of the FAA Northern Utah

Airspace Initiative NUAI The groups signed a

joint statement and issued remarks asking for the

FAA to recognize the value of our canyons and the

impacts a plan such as this would have on the

quality of life for all residents The joint statement

also urged the FAA to be responsive to the desires

of the public and study other alternatives for Salt

Lake City's air traffic needs
The proposal by the FAA to redesign the Salt

Lake airspace is part of a nation-wide redesign plan
that uses a four corner post system The
Southeast Corner Post element of the Four Corner

Post Plan in its current design could route 50-100

arriving jets per day at low over all four of the

Central Wasatch's federally designated wilderness

areas as well as Snowbird the Town of Alta

Brighton Solitude Sundance and Alta ski resorts

The plan would also include an East Downwind

flight path over the Eastern bench of the Salt Lake

Valley
After a lack of funding stalled the project over

the last few months the NUAI breathed new life

again The FAA has committed the funds to

proceed with the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement now due out next year On its original

schedule the FAA would have already

implemented this redesign as of last fall but thanks

to Save Our Canyons and other opponents shedding

light on the plan the Wasatch remains jet free for

now 1
Please consider taking a moment to thank those

groups and representatives who have taken a stand

to protect the quiet sounds of the Wasatch

Salt Lake County 801 468-2500

Rep Jim Matheson 801 486-1236

The Town of Alta 801 742-3522

Ski Utah 801 534 1779

Snowbird Ski Summer Resort 801 933-2041

Friends of Alta 801 5410214

Sundance Resort 800 892 1600

Salt Lake City 801 535-7704

I

12 Save Our Canyons Summer 2004 www saveourcanyons org
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Soc's Recent Past Activities

Naked April plays on Earth Day for SOC benefit at Ego's Carolyn and Whitney
Guild table for SOC

NAcd April Benefit Show
Naked April played a benefit for Save Our Canyons
on Earth Day April 22 at Ego's The show was
well attended by many Save Our Canyons mem
bers Earth Day supporters and music fans that en
joyed the Progressive Folk Rock sounds of Naked

April The show was opened by SOC's own Execu
tive Director Lisa Smith while the organization
Headcount registered people to vote Save Our

Canyons members Whitney and Carolyn Guild and

Bryan Allen tabled at the event The night raised

some funds for Save Our Canyons got some im
portant messages out and provided everyone in at

tendance a good time Special thanks go to Dave

and Charlie of Ego's and the members of Naked

April

SOC Spring Social

Save Our Canyons members volunteers board and
staff all came together to enjoy a backyard party for

this years Spring Social on May 22nd Various fa

vorite dishes and deserts were shared along with

stories of victories and near victories Prizes were

won by those who tested their knowledge of SOC
history and trivia The weather cooperated per
fectly giving us a beautiful and cool night Thanks

go out to everyone in attendance for a memorable

evening
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Remembering BiH Hyde

WfLLIAm R HYDE died on May 42004
after a distinguished career a a public

attorney in the Salt Lake County
Attorney's office and a life of service to

his profession and to many
organizations

For Save Our Canyons he and Joe

Tesc h were willing to take on the

organization's lawsuit against Salt

Lake County and the Wasatch Pacific

development company in the hopes of

forcing'the County to obey its own
operating rules in its consideratioft of

the road proposed to access a housing

development at the mouth of Big
Cottonwood Canyon

Bill pursued this with passion and
for little monetary award up iin'til his

final illness Salt Lake valley residents

owe him a great debt of gratitude He

spoke of public service in these terms

Do what is right in the interest of the

genera I public under the standards of

the law
Our community has lost an energetic

and effective advocate in the never

ending stitiggle to build a better and

more just World Save Our Canyons
has lost a generous friend and ally

Citizens Committee to Save Our Canyons
PO Box 112017

Salt Lake City UT 84147
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