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generous gift to Save Our Canyons

in memory of

JAMES R NIELSON DDS
Jinwas a great lover of the

Wasatch
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Multilingual Messages
Save Our Canyons bumper stickers are going multilingual

We speak many different languages
in the shadows of the Wasatch Mountains

All of us share the same hopes for their future

The bumper stickers are being produced by volunteers at no cost
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

In Lieu of

Flying Pigs

Here is a major challenge

for all Save Our Canyons Members

As a SOC member you know something about

what our organization has been doing and

will continue to do SOC takes on a whole array
of threats to the Wasatch mountains canyons
and foothills foothill development

deteriorating wilderness trails public access to

public lands user conflicts harmful resort

developments threats from commercial air

traffic watershed degradation and many others

We foster and participate in public input to

decision making by the use the media mailings
the internet and an army of loyal volunteers

cluding qqT eNtrgmelyj aqtiye board of-trustees
F ir

We work with businesses and other

organizations as well as federal state county
and municipal governments We offer you the

opportunity to participate in this work an offer

that many of you have accepted You are

building a better community with a better

environment for the magnificent outdoor living

that we enjoy and hope to continue enjoying No
other organization is as focused on Wasatch

problems threats and opportui-dties as SOC is

SbC's members are by far our most

important resource You provide the work the

encouragement and the money needed to keep
this essential undertaking going Gifts from

businesses and grants from foundations are very

important for us in meeting our budget needs

but the overwhelming majority of our funding
comes from our members While we try not to

ask too often for help I think would also want to

know that at this time we are in a very hard

financial bind and will be soliciting your help in

our November appeal

Funding non-profit environmental

organizations is a continual struggle and a roller

coaster ride with many ups and downs 2004 has

been a down 2003 was an tip Non-profit

organizations dream of steady and reliable

funding but as one experienced fundraiser said

That will happen when pigs fly
Absent flying pigs there is really only one

direction for SOC to turn We need more

members better retention of the members we
have and more financial support from those
members who can offer it All non-profit

organizations face the problem of annual loss of

members so that just to keep at the same

membership level it is necessary to recruit and

reactivate some 25 of their memberships every

year SOC is in the same boat The task of
t

actually increasing-membership is daunting and
here is where you can help keep us vigorous and

effective

Please help us to recruit members You all

know people who say they have always intended

to become SOC members but have never gotten
around to it Tell them how easy it is to call 363
SAVE or to visit the SOC web site at

www saveourcanyons or and become a

member You have an address list possibly a

Christmas c ard list Sendout an invitation to join

to those on that list who you think are good
candidates and maybe a few who might with a
little nudge become candidates Talk up SOC
membership when you meet people on trails in

the mountains and foothills Carry'a few bumper
stickers or SOC brochures that Dave Rastian 363 7

SAVE can provide for you Pass them out with T
a smile when there is anappropriate i

I
i

opportunity Hey-this might interest you
Your involvement is really important in this

membership drive and in turn the membership
drive is crucial in keeping Save Our Canyons

moving forward-and doing our unique

irreplaceable and essential work Youhave
made SOC's work possible in the past and hold
the key to continuing it in the future Gale Dick

C
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Westeirn Zen

and t Wyof Ecoo
By

GEORGE JISHO ROBERTSON Assistant Teacher

Kanzeon Zen Center

Salt Lake City Utah

This article by George Jisho Robertson is part of an ongoing series of essays from the

clergy of many diverse religions describing their philosophies concerning the natural

world

0 ur first reading of Zen often figures a remote

mountain and a life of monastic practice and

crazy wisdom I remember gardening some

years ago in Zen Center Los Angeles to the sound of

salsa gunfire and car alarms with a living Zen

Master Taizan Maezumi Roshi2 I remember

watching his sensitive precise hands and tender

concern for every leaf branch rock and for each

individual in his charge Every movement glance

and word seemed to express a joyful intimacy with

the saedness of life yet all was attentive dynamic
and skilful And he was not afraid to trim a plant or

a student The Chinese Zen that Japan inherited

and adapted was intimately connected with nature
the seasons and our earth Zen Master Rinzai even

in old age worked tirelessly each day sometimes

gardening sometimes planting and tending pine
trees Challenged by his teacher as to what that

meant to him he replied It is forfuture generations
He saw where his responsibility lay to appreciate

life to give life and to sustain life He took that

responsibility as his own Each of us is now one of

the sole guardians and protectors of this Earth Its

future is in our hands and it is the future of our

children and grandchildren What does this mean
in the global context of 21 century life as seen from

the West What is the vision and what is the

responsibility

Immediately the Buddha became enlightened he

gently touched the earth He spoke of his sense of

the miraculous unity of life that was his

awakening deeply realizing that I and all beings
and this great earth are One Each of us is a unique
cell organ or member of one sacred body born one
with all life whether sentient or insentient Each

has a uni ibility and function and we liveque responsi

in relationship regardless of our differences Each

of us is as crucial to the life and wellbeing of our

planet as our senses mouth gut or limbs are to our
individual life or as a child to a loving family
When we first realize this some natural doubt

should arise questioning whether we are really

living this whether this vision is effectively
actualized in our daily life Master Dogen Zenji's

teacher said The meditation o all Buddhas and

Masters is about caring for every form of being living

and inanimate they don't leave out even a single

insect There is the story of Jesus Feeding the

Five Thousand What was the true miracle The

crowd had denied that they had any food to share

so he simply stood up and shared all he had No
doubt with some embarrassment they followed his

AM

George lisho Robertson
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Gale Dick presents the prestigious

Pfeifferhorn conservation award

to Loren Kroenke

PORCUPINE GRILL JULY 21 2004 From timi to

fiiiie a group of six local sponsoring organiza
tions the Citizens Committee to Save Our Canyons
Great Salt Lake Audubon The Nature Conservancy
Utah Chapter of the Sierra Club Utah Nordic Alli

ance and the Wasatch Mountain Club present the

Pfeifferhorn Conservation Leadership Award to an

individual whom these organizations believe has

exercised outstanding leadership to preserve and

protect some aspect of the natural environment of

1WEkife bf Ufh
We chose to name the award afte-j one of the

highest of the nearby peaks because the Pfeifferhorn

exemplifies the beauty and wildness we strive to

protect
Loren came to the infamous hot seat known as

the Salt Lake Ranger District of the Wasatch-Cache

National Forest with an impressive and richly vAr
ied background He hails originally from Minne
s'ota and attended the University of Minnesota

where he obtained degrees in Forest Recreation and

Soils He speht-8 years as a Forest Soil Scientist with

the Routt National Forest in Steamboat Springs
Colorado In 2 different positions he spent 10 years

working as a Recreation Staff for The White River

National Tokest on the Aspen and Holy Cross Vail

Ranger Districts another hot seat He'served 3

yrs as the District Ranger for the Ninemile Ranger

District outside of Missoula MT He then arrived

in Salt Lake City in February of 2002 as the District

Ranger for the Salt Lake District and as he wrote

when he supplied this career information It's been

A blur ever since
I Managing the Salt Lake Ranger District is a very

tough assignment and one that requires an unusual

combination of skills skills not commonly found

among the ranks of traditional resource managers

Pfeifferhorn Award

Goes to

Loren Kroenke

This job is not about timber grazing or mining It's

about conflict resolution diplomacy listening in

terpersonal relations and a vision for what's right
for the future and the courage and dedication to act

on that vision And it is about recreation water
fire and millions of users who annually flock to the

Wasatch Range and other areas of the SLRD many
of them scrapping and shouting at one another and
at the Forest Service

This is not a job for the faint of heart It is a ob

for the likes of Loren Kroenke and that is why he

was honored by the six groups
All of us all of the time are not going to like

every decision that Loren has made and will make
Controversial issues bring forth controversial deci

sions Some party is certain to be dissatisfied But a

whole lot of people in the Salt Lake Valley and be
yond like a great deal about the way he conducts

himself and the way he does his job We like his

true professionalism we like the even-handed way
he conducts his business we like his good-natured
manner and his contagious smile And most of all

we like and respect the stewardship he exercises

over the lands of the Salt Lake Ranger District

He has been unusually accessible to environ

mental organizations and has done morethan any
district ranger wecan remember to protect the Wa
satch'from the lawlessness of some abusers of this

land He pushed hard for prosecution of the perpe
trators of the illegal road building in Day's Fork and

worked hard to control renegades in Cardiff Fork

so far with success He has patiently and courte

ously responded to threats and harassment He has

done more than many of his predecessors to fulfill

his obligation to protect and improve the resource

over which he has responsibility

Congratulations Loren Ll
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Sienra Club Report Documents

how Forest Service Encourages and Rewards

a Off-Road Vehicle Use

by DAN SCHROEDER Ogden Sierra Club

T he Ogden Sierra Club has issued a new 30-page

report titled Public Disinformation docu
menting more than two dozen ways in which the

Forest Service tolerates encourages and rewards

illegal off-road vehicle ORV use on its lands

The examples cited lie within the Ogden Ranger
District in northern Utah-formerly the back yard of

Forest Service Chief Dale Bosworth who previously
served as both Wasatch-Cache National Forest Su
pervisor and Intermountain Regional Forester
Since becoming Chief of the Forest Service Bos
worth has repeatedly referred to unmanaged rec
reation as one of the four threats facing America's

National Forests

Based on information provided by the Forest

Service and extensive field work spanning more
than two years the report details how the Ogden
Ranger District has generally adopted a don't ask
don t tell stance toward illegal ORV use If ORV
users don't ask where they're allowed and not al
lowed to ride the Forest Service doesn't tell them
Although the District has an official policy of al

lowing ORV use only on routes that are designated
on a published Travel Map this policy is rarely evi
dent from posted signs and users must go out of
their way to obtain a copy of the official map Many
closed routes are unsigned or incorrectly signed
while the Forest Service has posted incorrect maps
in some locations and endorsed another incorrect

map published by Box Elder County A provision

allowing vehicle access to dispersed campsites has

become a policy loophole resulting in vast off-road

vehicular play areas In total the District has been

managing approximately 50 miles of legally closed

trails as if they were actually open to ORV use
In response to this situation the Ogden District is

currently proposing a Travel Plan revision that

would legally 2pen about half of these managed-as

open routes If enacted this proposal would reward

past illegal activity and encourage future illegal

ORV travel The consequences would include fur

ther loss of wildlife habitat damage to watersheds
unsafe trail conditions and loss of opportunities for

quiet enjoyment of the Forest

The report also documents how the Ogden Dis
trict's ORV management lapses are not due to lack

of resources In fact the District spends thousands

of dollars each year on ORV management projects

Though partly successful these projects have been
localized and sporadic with little attention paid to

follow-up maintenance or public education Forest

Service staff are generally aware of the problems
but have taken little action to correct them Possible

explanations include bureaucratic inertia pressure
from ORV users and a general distaste for rules and

regulations The fault lies not with a few individual

employees but rather in the general culture of indif
ference toward illegal ORV use that permeates the
U S Forest Service at least in Utah

The report concludes with a list of 13 recommen
dations to the Forest Service describing how to

solve these problems with little or no monetary cost

While several of'the suggestions are directed at lo6al

districts and Forest supervisors the most timely
recommendations are for revising the new nation
wide ORV regulations recently proposed by
Intermountain Regional Forester Jack Troyer and
the ORV Policy Team of which he is the leader For

example the Sierra Club recommends permitting
ORV use only on routes signed as open limiting
the system of open routes to those the Forest Service

can afford to patrol and maintain and prohibiting
vehicular play in dispersed camping Areas

Dan Schroeder Ogden Sierra Club chair and

principal author of the report emphasized that the

goal of the report is to broaden the dialog over these

problems and their solutions The new national

designated routes only proposal is a positive step
but will have little impact unless it is effectively im
plemented on the ground said Schroeder We've
had designated routes only in the Ogden District

for over 20 years but only on paper The Forest

Service needs to learn from the mistakes docu
mented in this report and break the cycle of first tol

erating and then rewarding destructive ORV activ

ity
Obtain the report from Ogden Sierra Club at

http utah sierraclub orgogden ORV
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ME

The Heli-Free Wasatch Partyfor Peace and Quiet was well

attended by many back-country enthusiasts
Party organizer David Witherspoon

0 0 0

SOC's Summer Activities

Events Commemorating the 401h Anniversary of the Wilderness Act

Save Our Canyons was well represented at the For

yiqpnitSt 9ps ored 20th Anniversary of the Wil
derness Act held at'il e Sa'iit't ke-Cit libiary on July

19 SOC's co-founder and trustee Alexis Kelner

gave a 40-minute slide presentation detailing

among other things local citizens involvement in

the 1978 establishment of the Lone Peak Wilderness

His slide show concluded with scenes depicting the

Wasatch Front national forest wilderness areas

designated in 1984 Dick Carter whose Utah Wil
derness Association played a major role in the 1984

legislation described the politics of wilderness leg
islation

Save Our Canyons held a celebratory event to

commemorate the 40 Anniversary of the Wilder
1h

ness Act at Ken Sanders Rare Books on August 14

Those in attendance were treated to a reading by

Ken Sanders of Charles Bowden's LETTER T0 A

PRESIDENT followed by Scott Carrier's article on

helicopter skiing in the Wasatch Alexis Kelner

talked next about the history of Wilderness in the

Wasatch and Save Our Canyons involvement in

protecting that wilderness Stephen Trimble fin

ished the evening with a talk on the importance of

wilderness in our lives nd some ideas on what we
can do to ensure the future of wilderness Local

artist Le'ia Bell produced a hand made poster for the

event that Save Our Canyons has for sale Special
Thanks to Ken Sanders Leia Bell Scott Carrier

Alexis Kelner and Stephen Trimble for a very enjoy
able evening

Party for Peace and Quiet

Save Our Canyons Board member David Wither

spoon held a Heli-Free Wasatch Party to bring to

gether individuals concerned with impending re
issuance of the Wasatch Powderbird Guides heli

skiing permit The event was held in his home and

well attended by a diverse crowd of backcountry
skiers hikers activists and the occasional attorney

Many introductions were made and plans were

forged over a healthy spread of food and drink pro

vided by the host and long-time SOC member and

heli-free activist Fred Staff Save Our Canyons re

ceived eight new memberships from the event and

quite a few donations to help us hit the ground run

ning when the Final Environmental Impact State

ment comes out Many thanks to David Wither

spoon for all the work he has put into this issue and

to Lara Carroll and David for opening up their

home to host the event

rf
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Silk screening trail volunteers T-shirts

Alexis Kelner John Worlock and Gayle Parry

Save Our Canyons
US Forest Service Volunteers

Under the leadership of
SOC's Volunteer Coordinator

Gayle Parry
Save Our Canyons volunteers

provided many man-hours
worth of labor

to the US Forest Service's

trai km'afntenance program

In the photographs at right

the SOC volunteers

were joined

by members of the

Wasatch Mountain Club

and by

super-human runners

from the Wasatch Front

100-mile

Endurance Run

12 Autumn 2004 www saveourcanyons org
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The Good the Bad
the Ugly
and the Curious

GOOD In the August 26 Deseret News there ap
peared an article with the headline Ski Industry
Blasted Over Environment which lambasted the

voluntary and vacuous effort of the National Ski

Areas Association to claim the green label for

member resorts This is what the Ski Area Citizens

Coalition has been saying for the last 5 years They

came out with the Ski Area Environmental Score

card rating ski area records on a long list of envi

ronmental criteria

GOOD Adam and Ashley Shaw recently signed

up our newest member one year old Hanna

GOOD Orem rejected the Cirque Lodge's applica
tion to build a helipad so the Lodge has decided to

sue Orem The center has said it would use the

helipad for a helicopter it operates out of Heber

Valley flying patients into the mountains on thera

peu
I

tic rides
I

Presumably the helicopters would be allowed to

fly over the wilderness areas and Forest Service

land perhaps as low as 500 ft above ground The

therapeutic value would presumably arise from the

ego boost one gets while burning hundreds of dol
lars worth of aviation fuel and makingenough
noise to scare every animal within a mile not to

mention the pure glee of ruining other people's
hikes

BAD A recent and worrisome report The little

stick that has kept that huge boulder on the north

side of the Little Cottonwood Canyon Road from

crashing down on the passing traffic is missing If

that baby comes down it'll loosen the whole Wa
satch Fault Worse yet the lack of the supporting
stick might be justification for moving the road to

the south side of the stream something the ski in

dustry wants Is there anyone brave enough to put
the stick back

lish or adjust management requirements for

roadless areas Ouch The abdication by the FS of

its obligation to be custodians of our national public

forest lands is appalling

UGLY Real estate marketing signs see below are

always ugly and worrisome especially when they

are as this one is near the mouth of Little Cotton

wood Canyon On September 7 2004 the Salt Lake

County Council voted to rezone the advertised area

so as to allow more houses just west of the highway

coming from the north and entering the canyon The

passage of Initiative 1 on your November ballot

could save areas such as this one

CURIOUS A new and highly recommended desti

nation at the top of Little Cottonwood Canyon
named Albino Basin was featured in an article titled

2 Local Canyons are Full of Delights in the Sep
tember4 Deseret News We can't wait to visit it L

BAD The dropping by Bush Administration and

the Forest Service of the roadless rule adopted dur

ing the last days of the Clinton Administration and

allowing state governors to petition the FS to estab

14 Save Our Canyons Autumn 2004 www saveourcanyons org
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xx
riope Springs Eternal

We had hoped in this newsletter

to describe and analyze

the Forest Service's Record of Decision

on the Wasatch Powderbird Guides permit

As this issue goes to press
the decision still has not been released

Check the SOC's website

for decision update when it becomes available
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