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Lone Peak Wildern ess
Lone Peak Wilderness designation was passed by congress on

February 281978 and signed into law by President JimmyCarter

shortly after

Twenty-six years Time for a celebration See page 13 for details

Save Our Canyons is a quarterly publication

of the Citizens Committee to Save Our

Canyons
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President's Message

n the present wholesale dismantling of

decades of progress in environmental

protection it is news indeed when government
agencies buck this trend and enforce laws meant
to protect public lands

This is what happened just before the end of

2003

Just before Christmas Tom Tidwell

Supervisor of the Wasatch-Cache National

Forest signed a decision drafted by Salt Lake
District Ranger Loren Kroenke and his staff It

granted very limited access via Forest Service
roads to private properties in upper Cardiff Fork
a side canyon of Big Cottonwood Canyon A few

property owners in Cardiff Fork had been

demanding unfettered vehicular access to their

holdings year-round The very limited part of

this permit is the good news Only immediate

family members of the property owners and their

accompanied guests can use the road on Forest

land There can be no construction or widening
of the road A very worrisome proposal for resort

development in Cardiff was not even considered
in the permit So given the requirement that

some sort of access has to be allowed over Forest
lands the Forest Service held the line Good

Next on the honor role is Salt Lake City's

LeRoy Hooten Jr director of the City's Public

Utilities Department and long-time protector of

Salt Lake City's precious watershed The Forest
Service can grant access over its part of the road

up Cardiff Fork but Salt Lake City owns a

different part of the road Hooten was quoted as

saying it is our intent not to grant any easement
across our property We have acquired
properties for the protection of our watershed
and do not want to open them for access that

Good Stewards

would be detrimental to the quality of our

drinking water That's telling them Hooten

Again a government agency acts resolutely in

the public interest

And last on this list of good developments
was the decision by Salt Lake County Mayor
Workman to abandon for now the county's
claims to eight highway rights-of-way in Big
Cottonwood Canyon These highly controversial

claims had been shrouded in secrecy They were
made with no public notice and the County
repeatedly refused even to identify which roads
were being claimed These shadowy claims had
raised alarm with the Salt Lake City watershed

protectors and with many environmental

organizations Shortly after the Mayor's action
the Salt Lake County Council voted unanimously
to affirm it It's good to have these claims

abandoned even with the ominous for now
The County decisions are encouraging but the

State of Utah still has scores of worrisome claims
in Salt Lake County appearing on a map
prepared in the year 2000 in preparation for an
eventual lawsuit against the US Department of

Agriculture A spokesman for then-governor
Leavitt said last summer that is was the firm

intent of the State to pursue these claims Salt

Lake County officials have unconvincingly
claimed ignorance of these state claims

Putting these nagging worries aside let's

hope these decisions hold up and that they are

good omens for the year 2004 It's time for some

good news and these decisions by the Forest

Service Salt Lake City and Salt Lake County
look like good news for the owners of public
lands you and me Gale Dick
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An ATV rider negotiates boulders placed to block access to this nonmotorized trail in Willard Basin
the Forest Service has recently proposed opening this trail to ATV s despite thefragile alpine vege
tation in the basin and its popularity among hikers

4

OffRoad Vehicles in the Northern Wasatch
by Dan Schroeder Chair Ogden Sierra Club

n 1972 President Richard Nixon signed an ex
ecutive order directing that America's public
lands be managed to minimize damage from

motorized off-road vehicles ORV's The President

noted that these machines were growing in popu
larity and that their use was in frequent conflict

with wise land and resource management practicesi

environmental values and other types of recrea
tional activity The order states that federal agen
cies must manage ORV use so as to protect natural

resources promote the safety of all land users and

minimize conflicts among various uses Open
routes must be clearly signed and publicized c16
sures must be enforced and effects of ORV use

must be monitored

Thirty-two years later implementation of this

executive order remains spotty In areas that re
ceive plenty of public scrutiny such as National

Parks and designated Wilderness ORV closures

are in place and are generally enforced Elsewhere

chaos reigns In this article I'll summarize the cur
rent ORV situation in an area that I know well the

Qgden Ranger District of the Wasatch-Cache Na
tional Forest This District is an active battleground
over ORV use and restrictions and illustrates the
issues that arearising throughout America's public
lands

The Ogden Raflger District A Case Study

It took 16 yqdrs after Nixon's executive order for

the Ogden Ranger District to adopt its first travel

plan The plan consisted of a map depicting about

150 miles of existi g roa and trails in the District

that were to be open to summer ORV use Cross

country motorized travel during the summer was

prohibited except to access dispersed campsites

which'inust lie within 150 feet of a designated route
Since its first publication in 1988 the travel map has
been reprinted twice adding about 20 more miles of

4 Save Our Canyons Winter 2003-04 www saveourcanyons org
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Caving in to pressure from the State Parks De
partment and some local enthusiasts the Forest

Service has also agreed to promote northern Utah as

a destination for ORV users This will be done by

establishing and publicizing a 500-mile ORV mega
trail of interconnected routes stretching from

Brigham City to Bear Lake Originally dubbed the

Northern Utah Trail System NUTS this project
was later renamed the Shoshone Trail inviting

comparisons to southern Utah's Paiute ATV mega
trail Trying to avoid public controversy and an
Environmental Impact Statement public officials

are establishing NUTS in small steps Phase 1

which includes only 200 miles of existing open
routes was quietly signed last fall No new signs

were installed on adjoining closed routes Maps of

NUTS have now been printed new trailhead facili

ties are planned and extensions of the system across

currently closed routes are being plotted behind

closed doors

A Cilizens'Allernative

Over the last two years the Ogden Sierra Club has

taken the lead in challenging the Ogden Ranger
District's management of off-road vehicles Our
volunteers have mapped and photographed many
of the areas of illegal ORV use met repeatedly with

Forest Service officials and filed extensive com
ments and appeals via the NEPA administrative

process In these efforts we have received crucial

support from other environmental organizations

including Save Our Canyons The Wilderness Socir

ety Bridgerland Audubon and Western Resource

Advocates

In place of the policies and practices toward

ORV's that are described above we and our allies

have proposed a Citizens Alternative for the Ogden
Ranger District that embodies the following princi

ples

Focus ORV use in limited well-defined ar

eas that have already been impacted by
logging road building or other develop
ments Create new ORV loop trails in

these areas where feasible

Keep ORV use out of inventoried roadless

areas

Permit dispersed camping only in desig
nated marked sites Prohibit vehicular

play in dispersed campsites

Post all ORV routes with unambiguous
signs rules and maps

We believe that these principles are supported
not only by the public at large but also by the nu
merous ORV users who want to protect the envi

ronment and respect the rights of others

For more information about ORV issues in northern

Utah please visit the Ogden Sierra Club's web site at

utah sierracluborglogden or call Dan Sch oeder at 801
393-4603

All-terrain vehicles have destroyed much of the vegetation in Willard Basin After years of illegal

use the Forest Service is now proposing to legally open these trails to ATVs

6 Save Our Canyons Winter 2003-04
www saveourcanyons org
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Abandoned ski area junk at Brighton The Forest Service manages the problemwith indifference

WasatchmCache SMArea Trash
By Chris Biltoft Wasatch Mountain Club

Happy skiers plowing waist-deep through pristine

powder is the image sold to us by the Utah Ski As
sociation The ugly truth is that this fluffy white

powder rests upon an unseen but steadily growing
layer of debris that threatens our water supply and

quality of life This threat will continue to grow un
til there is a fundamental change in attitudes and

practices of ski resort operators and Wasatch-Cache
Forest managers

Ski area debris can for discussion vurvoses be
divided into four categories

1 items inadvertently lost while skiing
2 trash deliberately discarded by resort patrons
3 avalanche control residue

4 junk discarded or dumped by resort opera
tors

Items in the first category including ones chap
stick sunglasses ski equipment or wallet land in

the snow as an unavoidable consequence of skiing
Discarded trash includes beer cans candy Wrat
pers etc that accumulate under lift lines particu

larly below the upper lift terminus Where patr
I

ons
pitch unwanted items prior to dismounting Ava
lanche control operations inject chemical residue

from detonations into the snowpack Finally there

is the junk no longer Wanted by resortoperators
that is summarily pitched onto the slope or dumped
into illicit Junkyards This stuff is not just ugly
Some of it is downright dangerous Old batteries
leach toxic heavy metals into the soil Discarded

equipment and derelict vehicles leak oils into our
water supply Explosive residues from avalanche

control operations include measurable quantities of

toxins US Geological Survey Report 03-4007 Ciga
rette lighters lying in dry brush could s1pontane
ou I t ores eAs yigmjeaf re

season cleanup is atbest haphazard Ohe hike

last summer from Little Dog Lake to Snake Creek

Pass netted thre grocery
I

bags of trash So'me-re'sorts

use the lure offree ski tickets to entice v olinteer's to

removetrash from the slopes The result is that base

areasind-p'opular'lialls are relatively clean but the

useful nessb'f-thig-apoToach diminishes in less acce
sible areas Debri's on the upper slopes typically re

ceiv es the least attention Cleanup effectivenessis
also diminished by delaying the cleanup until the
snow melted Each year's accumulation of debri s
typically liesexposed in melting snow This stuff is

best retrieved with a broad sweep of the ski slopes
and lift lines before the snow completely melts

IN

4
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2003 Volunteer Activities

SAVE OUR CANYONS relies heavily on our volunteers The Board of Trustees office staff and members

extend their appreciation to the following people who have given so generously of their time We sometimes

inadvertently leave someone off the list If you are one of them please contact the SOC office at 539-5333

so that we can include your name in the next newsletter

Accountine BiLY'Cottonwood Canyon Fund Raisine Interns

Stephanie Petersen Road John Johnson Peder Groseth

Adopt A Hi2hway
John Johnson Leader

Maillin2s

Leader Julia Hendrian
Tom Stephens Fund Raisers Liz Davis

Board of Trustees
Conrad Anker Jan 30

Bruce Grable
June 29 2003 2003

Gale Dick President Newsletter Editor
Julia Hendrian

Alexis Kelner Randy Brown tabling and
Alexis Kelner

Ron Younger
John Johnson

raffle tickets
Volunteer Karla Kelner

Nancy Pfeifer Scott Christensen office

David Andrenyak
Bill King

Parker Ellison distributed Newsletter Distribution

Fred Smith
Gayle Parry

flyers
Team

Tom Stephens R nd Br wn
J l 20 2003 Suzie Ellison flyers

a y o
u y Amy Wicks Liz Davis

J li H d i

Neil Harris tabling
u a en r an David Witherspoon Julia Hendrian

D A d k
Jonathon Murukamiave n renya John Worlock Ga le Parr

F d S ith
distributed flyers y y

re m Ron Younger Nanc Pfeifer
Kurt Becker Jenny Porcher researched y

Steve Roens
Cartoons venues Lisa Smith

Cheryl Hart John Erickson Brian Poulsen distributed Julia Hendrian

flyers
Nole Walkings haw

September 21 2003 Community Council
Jessica Schau distributed

John Worlock
Julia Hendrian Volunteers

flyers President and Full Time
Bryan Allen Canyon Rim Fred Smith

Peder Groseth distributed Volunteer
Dave Andrenyak Cottonwood Heights Tom

flyers Gale Dick
Kurt Becker Stephens and Mary Robison Dan Schmidt helped with
John Littlewood East Millcreek Fred Staff Radio KRCL

setting up
Emigration Canyon Tom John Worlock

Advisory Board Jennifer Seabury

Maile Buker
Lund

membership table RS2477

John Evans
Granite John Johnson and

Kaytee Smith collected Will McCarvill

Ted Wilson
David Witherspoon

money Fred Smith
Little Cottonwood Creek

Parker Smith helped with David WitherspoonAnnual SOC Social
Valley Peder Groseth

setting up Ski A S dAmy Asherman Olympus FredaMt rea corecar
Valerie Swartz distributed

Peter Groseth Anjewierclen
flyers

TablinE
Jessica Schau Parleys Tom Lund KRCL Day in the Park June
L nette Hale Boardy

County Issues 282003
Parker Smith David Witherspoon

Harpers Quarry Neil Harris leader

Dan Schmitt
Tom Stephens

John Johnson
Steve Roens

Gavin Noyes
John Johnson Kitty Calhoun Nov 20 03 Cheryl Hart

Stephanie Tonin
John Johnson Gretchen Siegler

John Worlock FAA Route Chanee
Tom Lund

Steve Roens David Witherspoon Leader REI Outdoor Orpanization
Jonathan Murakami

Shar l Hart Dave Carrier
and Conservation Dayy Chad Hoffman

David Witherspoon Neil Harris
Chad Hoffman

John Matro

Cathy King Nancy Pfeifer Earth Day U of U
Bill King Fred Staff

Hikes
Steve Roens

Bill Parry Bill King Bill Parry-Geology Neil Harris

Gayle Parry Todd Leeds Bifi Gray-Botany Brian Poulson

Tom Ste hens Merry Lycett Harrison
p Guitar for Social H b l Hik Activists Fair

Karla Kelner er o ogy e

Erin Spreng Carl Fisher
Alexis Kelner

John Matro

10 Save Our Canyons Winter 2003-04
www saveourcanyons org
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d fbePF601mm'd Frien or
By Dave Bastian SOC's Director of Operations

In
1996 a piece of legislation was quietly slipped

nto an appropriations bill with no debate or Ap
lic input thereby creating the Federal Recreation Fee

Demonstration Program known simply as Fee
Demo It was created with the assistance df such
business interests as the American Council of

Snowmobile Associations The WaltDisney Com
pany and the Yamaha Motor Company to name-a
few The American Recreation Coalition known as

the ARC and comprised of various corpo rations
such as t

I

hose listed above was fo u
I

ndect around th6

issue of fees on public lands and it continues tobe
one of their most lobbied interests

Opponents of Fee Demos have noted that

Fee Demo is not a benign effort to fund needed

programs but the leading edge of an attempt by
the motorized-recreation industry to create one
more form of exploitation of our public lands

p

Motor-sports groups such as the American Mo
torcyclist Association United Four Wheel Drive

Association and Personal Watercraft Industries

Association are key members of ARC and sup
porters of Fee Demo They count on their users

being able to buy access to Public lands As the

public becomes increasingly used to paying and
federal agencies come to rely on such fees for

revenue the agencies find it increasingly difficult

to say no to additional snowniobiles off-road

vehic les all-terrain vehicles dirt bikes and per
sonal watercraft

Since its founding in 1979 ARC has lobbied

Congress for recreation-user-fee legislation The
Demonstration Fee program is the direct result of

ARC's efforts Sierra Club website 11a 19 Yo
deler Search Fee Demo

Proponents have said that the idea behind Fee
Demo was to demonstrate the feasibility of user

generated cost recovery for the operation and
maintenance of recreation areas or sites and habitat
enhancement projects on Federal lands esse'n

tially to have the American People pay for the
maintenance and use of their public lands In Utah
the fees paid on the Mirror Lake Highway anid The

Alpine Loop in addition to all the National Parks
are part of this program The fees in Mill Creek in

the Wasatch are not

Now that we have been payinglor about seven

years the question arises what are we getting for

our money The promise behind fee demo was that

the money would benefit the lands it was generated
in but a recent report by the General Accounting
Office has found otherwise The GAO analyzed the

programs effectiveness and found that the Forrest
Service has been spending nearly as much money as

they have taken inJust to keep the program going
and has been very negligerft in their accounting
practice s

Right now Fee Demo is just that a demo How
ever Ralph Regula a Republican Congressman from
Ohio recently introduced a bill FIR 3282 that would
make fee demo permanent and require every citizen

to purchase a pass named the America the Beautiful

Pass to access any public lands The price for this

pass is not clear but estimates run from 85 to 100
The Golden Eagle pass which this bill would end

along with All lifetime passes we currently have
costs 65 Caught on a Saturday afternoon hike to

Red Pine Lake without your pass and y61i could be

faced with a class B Misdemeanor carrying a maxi
mum penalty of up to six months in

jail and a 5000
fine Another-piece of1egislation with implications
for Fee Demo is iS 1107 which would make Fee
Demo perrharient for the National Parks-but allow it

to die for all other Federal Lands These bills surely
need careful study by anyone who uses the federal

lands in the Wasatch for recreation
The current and fifth extension for Fee Demo is

set to expire in September of 2004 You can find

more about Fee Demo and the opposition it has

provoked atWeb pages like wildwilderness org and

A rnericanlands org You can find out about the
PArrief-iog iil Rfeation Coalition at their web page
fundoutdoors eom Highlights of the GAO's report
on Fee Demo are located at

gao g6v highlights do3450high pdf
Both Orrin Hatch and Bob Bennett support Fee

Demo and caft be reached at their offices in Wash
iitigton DC Call 202 224-5444 for Robert Bennett
and 202 224-5251 for Orrin Hatch If Fee Demo
does indeed represent a great threat to our access to

our public lands then perhaps the sun should set

per manently on this legislation and if it turns our to

be a benefit hopefully public pressure can be

brought on the Forest Service to practice better ac
counting
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Wasatch Powderhird

Guides

New Permit Proposal

The Next Step

Every five years the helicopter-skiing conces
sionaire on the Wasatch-Cache National Forest has
to renew their permit This process started in 2002
with a proposal from WPG The next step in the

long bureaucratic process of permit renewal will be
the imminent Forest Service release of a Draft Envi
ronmental Impact Statement DEIS followed by a

45-day period for public comment This DEIS has
been expected for some time but according to the
latest estimates will be out in early 2004

Every backcountry skier snowshoer canyon
resident or resort skier should read this DEIS and
comment on this guaranteed-to-be controversial
document

WPG has requested a new permit that would
abandon restrictions that have reduced conflicts

with backcountry skiers for the last 3 years As a

result of the actions of SOC members and many
many other canyon recreationists modest restric
tions were placed on WPG during their current

permit Most of the so-called restrictions are

meaningless and others rely solely on WPG's inter

pretation None of the skier-day caps matter since

they are all at higher levels than WPG has ever
reached

4p
sc I

at o
John Worlock

S IV
the mellow voice of

jte VN Save Our Canyons

KRCL Radio

SOC'S WASATCH
ENVIRONMENTAL UPDATE

However the closure of the Tri-Canyon Area in
cluding Silver Days Cardiff and Mineral Forks on
Sundays and Mondays has given backcountry skiers

a little oasis of heli-free quiet for the last three sea
sons

But if WPG gets its way that predictable peace
will vanish The Sunday-Monday closure would be
eliminated WPG further proposes to quadruple
from five to twenty the number of days they may
fly two helicopters in the TCA to add tour routes
into the Twin Peaks Wilderness and to allow
home runs into Alta In sum a return to unfet
tered heli-skiing aswell as helicopter-assisted skiing
in a wilderness area

SOC will do its best to let its members know
when the DEIS appears when the deadline for

comments will be and how to access the DEIS itself

Check our website saveourcanyons org current
issues for information

WPG's current permit expires in January of 2005
It's up to YOU to keep it from being a return to

rampant and unfettered heli-skiing
Eternal vigilance Eternal vigilance

14 Save Our Canyons Winter 2003-04
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THANK YOU

SAVE OUR CANYONS'iS grateful for'generous support from local businessesin the form of

grants raffle and auction items as well as other gifts and services These are public

spirited enterprises dedicated to making a better community and protecting the

Wasatch Mountains Thank them when you next use their services

Aaron Goldberg of Wild

Earth Images
Xmission

REI
Red Rock Brewing Co
VoiN Equipment Inc

Dancing Crane Studios

Salt Lake Candle Company

Wings and Things

Chaco Sandals

CITIZENS'COMMITTEE TO
SAVE OUR CANYONS
PO Box 112017

Salt-Lake City UT 84147

I
SOC

coming
MjorEvent

joule
Vega

V111tip'Ttkess

r

100 P

is
caf6
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Gandolpho's

Ken Sanders Rare Books

Petzl America

Desert Edge Pub

Sage's Cafk

Boulder Mountain Lodge

Uinta Brewing Co
Caf6 Diablo in Torrey

Patagonia Outlet

Scenic Wild Photography

Jaa
500 East

151 S011th

See page
A3 10 details

The Adirondack Man
Aura Soma Lava

Dancing Turtle Feng Shui

Plan B Theatre Company

DesignWisdom
Gavin Noyes Potter

The Beer Nut
Rockreation

Kirkhams
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