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Lone Peak Wilderness designation was passed by congress on
February 28, 1978 and signed into law by President Jimmy Carter
S shortly after. '

Twenty-six years! Time for a celebration. See page 13 for details.
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n the present wholesale dismantling of

decades of progress in environmental
protection it is news, indeed, when government
agencies buck this trend and enforce laws meant
to protect public lands.

This is what happened just before the end of
2003.

Just before Christmas, Tom Tidwell],
Supervisor of the Wasatch-Cache National
Forest, signed a decision drafted by Salt Lake
District Ranger Loren Kroenke and his staff. It
granted very limited access via Forest Service
roads to private properties in upper. Cardiff Fork,
a side canyon of Big Cottonwood Canyon. A few
property owners in Cardiff Fork had been
demanding unfettered vehicular access to their
holdings year-round. The “very limited” part of
this permit is the good news. Only immediate
family members of the property owners and their
accompanied guests can use the road on Forest
land. There can be no construction or widening
of the road. A very worrisome proposal for resort
development in Cardiff was not even considered
in the permit. So - given the requirement that
some sort of access has to be allowed over Forest
lands ~ the Forest Service held the line. Good!

Next on the honor role is Salt Lake City’s
LeRoy Hooten Jr., director of the City’s Public
Utilities Department and long-time protector of
Salt Lake City’s precious watershed. The Forest
Service can grant access over its part of the road
up Cardiff Fork but Salt Lake City owns a
different part of the road. Hooten was quoted as
saying “it is our intent not to grant any easement
across our property. We have acquired
properties for the protection of our watershed
and do not want to open them for access that
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would be detrimental to the quality of our
drinking water.” That’s telling them, Hooten!
Again, a government agency acts resolutely in
the public interest!

And, last on this list of good developments,
was the decision by Salt Lake County Mayor
Workman to abandon, for now, the county’s
claims to eight highway rights-of-way in Big
Cottonwood Canyon. These highly controversial
claims had been shrouded in secrecy. They were
made with no public notice and the County
repeatedly refused even to identify which roads
were being claimed. These shadowy claims had
raised alarm with the Salt Lake City watershed
protectors and with many environmental
organizations. Shortly after the Mayor’s action,
the Salt Lake County Council voted unanimously
to affirm it. It's good to have these claims
abandoned, even with the ominous “for now”.

The County decisions are encouraging but the
State of Utah still has scores of worrisome claims
in Salt Lake County appearing on a map
prepared in the year 2000 in preparation for an
eventual lawsuit against the U.S. Department of
Agriculture. A spokesman for then-governor .
Leavitt said last summer that is was the firm -
intent of the State to pursue these claims. Salt -
Lake County officials have, unconvincingly,
claimed ignorance of these state claims.

Putting these nagging worries aside, let’s
hope these decisions hold up and that they are
good omens for the year 2004. It’s time for some
good news and these decisions by the Forest
Service, Salt Lake City, and Salt Lake County
look like good news for the owners of public
lands - you and me. — Gale Dick
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- Brian Poulsen in his favorite place,

Volunteer Profile

BRIAN POULSEN -

By Gayle Parry, SOC’s Trustee and Volunteer Coordinator

rian Poulsen found both his love of nature and

his one true love while crawling up the sides of
cliffs. Many of us developed our passion for the
mountains and established a respect for the natural
world through our participation in mountain sports.
Brian is no exception. Born into a conservative
family in Idaho, Brian spent most of his young life
moving around the West wherever his dad's work
with the Border Patrol took them. He says that he
was not raised an environmentalist; but he morphed
into one as the sport of rock climbing gripped him.
In fact, his enthusiasm for climbing and the envi-
ronment in which he climbed gripped him so hard
that he is majoring in Environmental Studies at the
University of Utah where he has become deeply in-
volved in environmental issues.

A’ concession service in Yosemite National Park
employed Brian in past years giving him the op-
portunity to experience many Yosemite climbs in-
cluding El Capitan. He has climbed all over the
West including many climbs in the Tetons. He
managed to climb the Grand Teton in one day. He
has also climbed in the Limhi Range in Idaho and in
Zion National Park among others. A climb in Little
Cottonwood Canyon in Salt Lake turned out to be
the most wonderful and eventful: It was here that
Brian met his future wife, Becky, who is a dental
hygienist and a fine musician. They have a two year
old girl named Willow and are expecting their sec-
ond child. Brian talks of hiking in the Tetons with
Willow in his backpack. He said that it was a won-
derful experience to be with his wife and child in
the outdoors.

While at the U. of U., Brian became President of
the Student Advisory Committee for Environmental
Studies. He and another student have become in-
volved in an environmental outreach program
whereby they are working to include elementary

the mountains.

and high school students in environmental activities
that would include their schools and the University
of Utah in a partnership for environmental commu-
nity service. They have started this endeavor by
working through existing environmental ‘clubs at
local high schools.

SOC owes thanks to a university service learning
class where Brian met a requirement through
working with Save Our Canyons by handing out
SOC literature at the 2001 Earth Day. Since then we
have called on him on numerous occasions as a vol-
unteer. He has passed out flyers, worked on Re-
vised Statute 2477 looking at county maps for prop-
erty boundaries, worked on the Ski Area Score
Cards by doing research at the county, ran the pro-
jector for the Kitty Calhoun Fund Raiser, and has
generally been available to step in any time we have
needed help. He has also found time to help with
the Cottonwood Canyons Foundation. Brian found
his work investigating RS52477, and more particu-
larly the proposed development in Cardiff Fork, the
most interesting. He likes to see how people get in-
volved, how they act, and how things play out.

Brian describes himself as determined, maybe
naive, and a wanna be intellectual. Save Our Can-
yons staff describe him as determined, intelligent,
energetic, well informed, dependable, not one bit
naive, and a relaxed all-around great guy. He is a
natural leader who is able to laugh at himself. He is
one of the most dependable volunteers they have
ever had the good fortune to work with.

Brian says, "If I could say anything to all of us, I
would say that we need a change in perspective.
We need to view ourselves as members of a living
community that is much bigger than we are. Our
actions in the environment need to reflect that atti-
tude.”
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An ATV rider negotiates boulders placed to block access to this nonmotorized trail in Willard Basin.
The Forest Service has recently proposed opening this trail to ATV's, despite the fragzle alpine vege-

tation in the basin and its popularity among hikers.

Ofi-Road Vehicles in the Northern Wasatch

by Dan Schroeder (Chaif, Ogden Sierra Club)

n 1972, President Richard Nixon signed an ex-
ecutive order directing that America's public
lands be managed to "minimize damage" from
motorized off-road vehicles (ORV's). The President
noted that these machines were growing in popu-
larity, and that their use was "in frequent conflict

with wise land and resource management practices; -
environmental values, and other types of recrea- -

tional activity.” The order states that federal agen-
cies must manage ORV use so as to protect natural
resources, promote the safety of all land users, and
minimize conflicts among various uses. Open
routes must be clearly signed and publicized; clo-
sures must be enforced; and effects of ORV use
must be monitored. )
Thirty-two. years later, implementation of this
executive order remains spotty. In areas that re-
ceive plenty of public scrutiny (such as National
Parks and designated Wilderness), ORV closures
are in place and are generally enforced. Elsewhere,
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chaos reigns. In this article I'll summarize the cur-
rent ORYV situation in an area that I know well: the
Ogden Ranger District of the Wasatch-Cache Na-
tional Forest. This District is an active battleground
over ORV use and restrictions and illustrates the

.issues _that are ansmg throughout America’s public

lands :

The 0guen nanger nlstm:l. A case smllv

It took 16 years, after Nixon's executlve order, for
the Ogden Ranger District to adopt its first travel
plan. The plan consisted of a map deplctmg about

'150 miles of existing roads and trails in the District

that were to be open to summer ORV use. Cross-
country motorized travel during the summer was
prohibited, except to access dispersed campsites
which must lie within 150 feet of a designated route.
Since its first publication in 1988, the travel map has
been reprinted twice, adding about 20 more miles of

WWWw.saveourcanyons.org




open ORV routes. Half of these additions were
done without public notice, in violation of the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).

Today, after another 16 years, most ORV users in
the Ogden Ranger District still don't know that an
official travel map exists. Instead they generally
rely on posted signs, which are inconsistent at best.
There are dozens of signed closures, but these are
far outnumbered by the many unsigned junctions
where an open route crosses one that is closed. Sev-
eral signs say to stay on “roads,” without specifying
what constitutes a road; many users interpret the
term to include any visible track along the ground.
Two routes on the Monte Cristo plateau are signed
as open even though they are closed according to
the travel map.

Unfortunately, a small minority of ORV users™
simply disregard signs; fresh ATV tracks going
right past a "closed" sign are common during the
summer. In recent years, the Forest Service has
tried to prevent this activity with physical barriers
such as fences, mounds, and boulders. Along one
closed trail in the Mollen's Hollow roadless area,
more than 40 trees have been felled to discourage
motorized travel. Of course, such barriers also dis-
courage nonmotorized travel. ' .

A worse problem, however, is that many of the
nonmotorized trails in the District continue to be
"managed as open" to motorized travel (in the
words of a Forest Service official). These routes
have intentionally been left unsigned, .in order to
appease ORV users. Many of these routes' access
dispersed campsites (beyond the 150-foot limit),
which have become de facto ORV play areas, de-
nuded of vegetation. Others are old horse trails,
steep. and rugged and prone to erosion, that lure

Illegal ORV trails scar the slopes of Black Mountain, near the Willard Basin Road. ‘ ‘
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ORYV users in search of more "challenge” than is
found along properly engineered routes. Cross-
country ORV travel also creates new paths, and ex-
tends them farther into the forest each season.

Monitoring of ORV use in the Ogden Ranger
District consists entirely of anecdotal reports. No-
body has systematically mapped all of the illegal
ORV routes, but Forest Service staff estimate that
they total at least 100 miles. The environmental
problems occuring along these routes include soil
erosion, destruction of native plants, invasion of
noxious weeds, and harassment of wildlife. There
are also problems for humans: disruption of the
quiet that many of us seek in our National Forests,
trespass onto adjacent private lands, and a disturb-
ing number of vehicular accidents and fatalities. As
ORV'use has increased over the years, all of these
problems have become worse.

Forest Service officials are well aware of these

-problems, but lack the will (and the political sup-

port) to take effective action. Instead, their current
strategy is to open even more routes to ORV use. In
a meeting last August, Regional Forester Jack
Troyer opined that before ORV users will accept the
fact that they can't ride anywhere they want, the
Forest Service must appease them by opening more
motorized routes. In July, the Ogden Ranger: Dis-
trict issued a proposal to legally. open 25 miles of

trails where illegal ORV activity is occurring, and to

construct several miles of new ATV trails to create
loops. (As Edward Abbey once remarked, loops
prevent people from having to look at the same
scenery twice.)
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Caving in to pressure from the State Parks De-
partment and some local enthusiasts, the Forest
Service has also agreed to promote northern Utah as
a destination for ORV users. This will be done by
establishing and publicizing a 500-mile ORV mega-
trail of interconnected routes stretching from
Brigham City to Bear Lake. Originally dubbed the
Northern Utah Trail System (NUTS), this project
was later renamed the Shoshone Trail, inviting
comparisons to southern Utah's Paiute ATV mega-
trail. Trying to avoid public controversy and an
Environmental Impact Statement, public officials
are establishing NUTS in small steps. Phase I,
which includes only 200 miles of existing, open
routes, was quietly signed last fall. (No new signs
were installed on adjoining closed routes.) Maps of
NUTS have now been printed, new trailhead facili-
ties are planned, and extensions of the system across
currently closed routes are being plotted behind
closed doors.

A Citizens' Alternative

Over the last two years, the Ogden Sierra Club has
taken the lead in challenging the Ogden Ranger
District's management of off-road vehicles. Our
volunteers have mapped and photographed many
of the areas of illegal ORV use, met repeatedly with
Forest Service officials, and filed extensive com-
ments and appeals via the NEPA administrative
process. In these efforts we have received crucial
support from other environmental organizations

including Save Our Canyons, The Wilderness Sociz
ety, Bridgerland Audubon, and Westerane.s'ourcé'

Advocates. ’
In place of the policies and practices toward
ORV's that are described above, we and our ‘allies
have proposed a Citizens' Alternative for the Ogden
Ranger District that embodies the following princi-
ples: ' :
¢ Focus ORYV use in limited, well-defined ar-
eas that have already been impacted by
logging, road building, or other develop-
ments. Create new ORYV loop trails in

these areas where feasible.

¢ Keep ORYV use out of inventoried roadless
areas.

¢ Permit dispersed camping only in-desig-
nated, marked sites. Prohibit vehicular
play in dispersed campsites. g

¢ Post all ORV routes with unambiguous
signs, rules, and maps.

We believe that these principles are supported
not only by the public at large, but also by the nu-
merous ORV users who want to protect the envi-
ronment and respect the rights of others.

For more information about ORV issues in northern
Utah, please visit the'Ogden Sierra Club’s web site at
utah.sierraclub.org/ogden, or call Dan Schroeder at 801-
393-4603.

All-terrain vehicles have destroyed much of the begetation in Willard Basin. After years of illegal
use, the Forest Service is now proposing to legally open these trails to ATV's.
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SOC Autumn Activities

ON TUESDAY, November 11" Save Our Canyons
board member and award winning historian Alexis
Kelner presented A History of Skiing in Utah at the
Salt Lake City REI. The presentation was comprised
of slides from his vast collection that offered a color-
ful view of Utah'’s skiing history and Alexis’s often
wry commentary. Early photographs of Alta and
Brighton and images of the characters responsible
for the roots of skiing in our state along with news
articles entertained and informed all who were
there. The event was well attended and everyone
came away with a deeper understanding of the
early days of skiing in our Wasatch. The evening
also left many with a feeling of how much things
had changed, with the images. of the sports past
contrasting greatly with what we see being done
today to our canyons in the name of recreation.

Alexis Kelner and Eric Spreng.

Thanks to Eric Spreng and the Salt Lake REI for
their help in this event.

ON THURSDAY, November 20" renowned Moun-
taineer Kitty Calhoun shared slides and stories from
her many exploits around the world at a benefit for
Save Our Canyons. The event, which took place at
Brewvies Cinema Pub, was standing-room only and
raised a good amount of money for our cause. Kitty
Calhoun’s casual demeanor and personality was a
delight to experience and her love for the land and
places she has traveled shone through in her pres-
entation. Her slides took those in attendance from
the Shores of the Great Salt Lake to Norway and In-
dia and inspired a sense of adventure. Special
thanks to Brewvies, Patagonia, Petzl and Eric
McKenna for making this event possible.

Chad Hoffman, Jonathon
Murikami, Tom Lund,
John Matro.

Kitty Calhoun
and John Johnson
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Abandoned ski area junk at Brighton. The Forest 'Serv'ice mandgéé the problgm',wz'tfh indifference.

Wasatch- cacne m— 3|(I nrea TI'aSh

By Chrls Blltoft (Wasatch Mountam Club)

Happy skiers plowing waist-deep through prrstme'
powder is the image sold to us by the Utah-Ski As-

sociation. The ugly truth is that this fluffy white

powder rests upon an unseen, but steadily growing, -

layer of debris that threatens our water supply and

quality of life. This threat will continue to grow un-:

til there is a fundamental change in attitudes and
practices of ski resort operators and Wasatch-Cache
Forest managers.

Ski area debris can, for dlscussmn purposes, be
d1v1ded into four categories: -

(1) items madvertently lost while skung, :

(2) trash deliberately discarded by resort patrons,

(3) avalanche control residue;

(4) ]unk discarded or dumped by resort opera
tors.

~

the snow as an unavoidable consequence of skiing.
Discarded trash includes beer cans, candy wrap-
pers, etc. that accumulate under lift lines, particu-

larly below the upper lift terminus where patrons -

pitch unwanted items prior to dismounting. Ava-
lanche control operations inject chemical residue
from detonatlons into the snowpack Fmally, there

8 Save Our Canyons - Winter, 2003-04
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is the ]unk no: longer wanted by resort operators
that is summarily pitched onto the slope or dumped
into .illicit ]unkyards This stuff is not just ugly.
Some of it is downright dangerous. Old batteries
leach’ toxic heavy metals into the soil. Discarded
equipment and derelict vehicles leak oils inte: our
water supply. Explosive residues from avalanche
control operations include measurable quantities of
toxins (US Geological Survey Report 03-4007). Ciga-
rette llghters lying in dry brush could spontane-
ly:

p s, at best haphazard. One hike
last summer from. Little Dog Lake to Snake Creek -
Pass netted thiree grocery,bags of trash. Some’ résorts

'. use the lure of. free ski tickets to entice volunteers to
. remove trash'from the slopes. The result is.that base

) -+ - areas and.popular trails are rélatively clean, but the
Items in the first category, mcludmg one’s chap s

stick, sunglasses, ski equipment, or wallet, land in

‘usefulness of this-approach diminishes in less acces-
 sible areas. Debris on the upper slopes typically re-
.ceives the least attention. Cleanup effectiveness is -
‘also diminished by delaymg the cleanup until the --
snow melted. Each year’s accumulation of debris” e
typically lies exposed in melting snow. This stuff is v
best retrieved with a broad sweep of the ski slopes

and. llft lines before the snow completely melts.

Www. saveourcanyons.org’



Junk and debris discarded at the resorts is the
most troubling because it.accumulates'as the conse-
quence of delibetate acts by resort operators. Much
of this stuff cannot be removed by hand. The prob-
lem is best illustrated using the following example.
The Brighton.Ski Resort conceals an illicit junkyard
behind a screen of trees standing one or two hun-
dred yards-east of the base of the Snake Creek lift.
This junkyard, which occupies about half.an acre of
Forest Service land, contains discarded ski lift parts,
stacks of pipe, wire reels, and other miscellaneous
junk intertwined with weeds. Brighton has kept this
junkyard in spite-of years of protests to the resort
operator, county and city officials, and Forest Serv-
ice managers. “Interaction with the Forest Service is
particularly telling. When first notified of its exis-

tence, 1nc1ud1ng the presencerof a discardéd diesel”

engine and derelict vehicles, FS managers shrugged
their shoulders and said that it was on private prop-
erty and therefore out of their control. They finally
inspected after bemg confronted, with GPS-based
information placing the junkyard on FS land. How-
ever, they concluded that the junk does not repre-
sent a threat to water quality and is hidden from
public view (at least from the view of those whose
opinion matters).; Consequently,, no action was
taken::Forest ‘managers alsp discount ‘the rutted,
non- permltted road used by the résort operator to
move items in and out of the junkyard. When re-
minded of the fact that this junkyard and-its access
road are not authorized in the Forest Master Plan
and Brighton Master Plan, they respond with cava-
lier disregard. It is a “low priority issue.’

Dumping on public land is a major problem
across the country. However, when the public pro-
tests and the perpetrators are identified, public land
managers usually take some action. Yet, years of

More Briéhton 4Sk:i Area frasfz

protest have failed to move Wasatch-Cache Forest
managers. This leads one to several conclusions:

(1) some forest land users are just more “equal”
than others;

(2) Forest managers believe that they can ignore
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA);

(3) the Forest Master Plan and Brighton. Master
Plan can be disregarded at will, and are therefore
largely irrelevant.

Ski resorts can operate responsibly and co-exist
with other land uses. This is demonstrated at Stowe,
VT, where the resort operators and its patrons rec-
ognize the value and fragility of their mountain en-

vironment, and put forth enough effort to keep it

clean. A commensurate change in environmental
ethic is needed at our local resorts, This change

miust begln ‘with Forest Service managers promotmg

the public interest in accordance with their man-
agement plans instead of pandering to resort per-
mitees. The resort operators, in turn, must manage
by use of acceptable environmental practices. Dis-
posing of their junk responsibly and encouraging
their patrons to do the same would be a good start.
Finally, the public must hold public officials ac-
countable for the degradation of our forest and wa-
ter resources.

Once again Wasatch white gold has fulfrlled its
promise, providing us with the pleasures of skiing
but conveniently concealing resort debris. Yet, with
spring the ugly truth will re-emerge as another layer
of debris comes to rest on the resort slopes and
more oils and chemicals trickle into our water sup-
ply. This degradation will continue until there is a
fundamental shift in attitudes and practices among
resort operators and Wasatch-Cache Forest manag-
ers. Change will not get any easier or less expensive
as time goes by. It must start now.
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2003 Volunteer Activities

SAVE OUR CANYONS relies heavily on our volunteers. The Board of Trustees, office staff, and members
extend their appreciation to the following people who have given so generously of their time. We sometimes
inadvertently leave someone off the list. If you are one of them, please contact the SOC office at 539-5333
so that we can include your name in the next newsletter.

Accounting Big Cottonwood Canyon Fund Raising Interns

Stephanie Petersen Road John Johnson Peder Groseth
. " John Johnson - Leader : -

Adopt A Highway . Mailings

Leader: Julia Hendrian Tom Stephens Fund Raisers Liz Davis

June 29, 2003
Julia Hendrian
Ron Younger
Nancy Pfeifer
David Andrenyak
Fred Smith

July 20, 2003
Julia Hendrian

Dave Andrenyak
Fred Smith

Kurt Becker
Steve Roens
Cheryl Hart

September 21, 2003
Julia Hendrian
Bryan Allen

Dave Andrenyak
Kurt Becker

John Littlewood

Advisog Board
Maile Buker

John Evans
Ted Wilson

Annual SOC Social
Amy Asherman
Peter Groseth
Jessica Schau
Lynette Hale
Parker Smith

Dan Schmitt

Gavin Noyes
Stephanie Tonin
John Worlock
Steve Roens
Sharyl Hart

David Witherspoon
Cathy King

Bill King

Bill Parry

Gayle Parry

Tom Stephens
Karla Kelner
Alexis Kelner

Board of Trustees
Gale Dick - President
Alexis Kelner

John Johnson

Bill King

Gayle Parry

Tom Stephens

Amy Wicks

‘David Witherspoon

John Worlock
Ron Younger

John Erickson

Community Council

Volunteers:

Canyon Rim - Fred Smith
Cottonwood Heights - Tom
Stephens and Mary Robison
East Millcreek - Fred Staff
Emigration Canyon - Tom
Lund

" Granite - John Johnson and

David Witherspoon
Little Cottonwood Creek
Valley - Peder Groseth
Mt. Olympus - Freda
Anjewierden

Parleys - Tom Lund

County Issues
Harpers Quarry:
Tom Stephens
John Johnson

FAA Route Change

David Witherspoon - Leader
Dave Carrier

Neil Harris

Nancy Pfeifer

Fred Staff

Bill King

Todd Leeds

Guitar for Social
Erin Spreng
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Conrad Anker, Jan. 30,
2003

Randy Brown - tabling and
raffle tickets )
Scott Christensen - office
Parker Ellison - distributed
flyers

Suzie Ellison - flyers

Neil Harris - tabling
Jonathon Murukami -
distributed flyers

Jenny Porcher - researched
venues ‘

Brian Poulsen - distributed
flyers’

Jessica Schau - distributed
flyers

Peder Groseth - distributed
flyers g

Dan Schmidt - helped wit
setting up .
Jennifer Seabury -
membership table

Kaytee Smith - collected
money

Parker Smith - helped with
setting up

Valerie Swartz - distributed

flyers
Board:

David Witherspoon
John Johnson

Kitty Calhoun Nov. 20, 03

John Johnson

Tom Lund
Jonathan Murakami
Chad Hoffman
John Matro

Hikes

Bill Parry-Geology
Bill Gray-Botany
Merry Lycett Harrison-
Herbology Hike -

Bruce Grable
Newsletter Editor
Alexis Kelner
Volunteer: Karla Kelner

Newsletter Distribution
Team

Randy Brown

Liz Davis

Julia Hendrian
Gayle Parry
Nancy Pfeifer

Lisa Smith

Julia Hendrian
Nole Walkingshaw
John Worlock

President and Full Time
Volunteer
Gale Dick

Radio - KRCL
John Worlock

RS2477

Will McCarvill
Fred Smith

David Witherspoon

Ski Area Scorecard

Tabling
KRCL Day in the Park - June

28,2003

Neil Harris - leader
Steve Roens
Cheryl Hart
Gretchen Siegler

REI - Outdoor Organization
and Conservation Day
Chad Hoffman

Earth Day U. of U.
Steve Roens

Neil Harris
Brian Poulson

Activists Fair
Carl Fisher
John Matro
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Non-Profits Day
Bill King

Cathy King
Gretchen Siegler

Wasatch Powderbird
Guides Permit Renewal
David Witherspoon-leader
Neil Harris

Nancy Pfeifer

Fred Smith

Fred Staff

Bill King

Water Issues
Wes Odell

Website
Walt Haas
Stephen Mossbarger

NS
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Scott Claerhout

Wilderness Volunteers
Coordinator: Gayle Parry

June 14 Trail Day
Julia Hendrian
Alexis Kelner
Randy Smith
Jonathan Murakami
Dave Andrenyak
Chad Hoffman
Bryan Allen

Gayle Parry

Diane Brown
Jessica Jackson
Liz McCoy

Ron Younger
Martin McGregor

uly 12, 2003 Brlghton

Bryan Allen

Julia Hendrian
Alexis Kelner
Dave Andrenyak
Jonathan Murakami
Kurt Becker

Fred Smith

Gayle Parry

Ron Younger

Rick Hoffman

August 9, 2003 Brighton
Lakes Trail

Alexis Kelner
Dave Andrenyak
Laura Gee
Kathryn Knight

x»"'

‘Lakes Trail - - 'i R
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Each February, Save Our Canyons asks its members to reaffirm their commitment to the
Wasatch by paying their annual membership dues: $35 per individual, $50 for a couple, and
$15 for students. Some 90% of SOC’s funding comes from its membership of about 1000 (not
counting couples as two individuals). .

We typically do fundraising appeals about three times each year: in the fall, in February
when we ask you to renew your memberships, and once during the summer, usually in
connection with some specific project that SOC is undertaking. It has been truly inspiring to
watch this support from the organization grow through recent.years. You really care about
the Wasatch and show it by supporting SOC’s work to protect and improve our mountain
and canyon terrain.

If you are one of our volunteers who has worked on trails, at our events, helped with’
running our office, done research for one of our ongoing pro]ects within the past year then
you are a paid-up member having paid your dues “in kind”.

We have just completed one of our most successful fall fundraising appeals ever. Donors
to this appeal should be proud of their generosity but if you donors can also pay dues, that
would be absolutely wonderful. Every dime counts.

It costs about $275 per day to keep SOC operating and we have a truly Spartan attitude
about spending money.
Expect a renewal request, which will go out to our whole list,

in the mail sometime within the coming month.

* Alexandra Parvaz
" Eric Steckel

Brad Bartholomew
Ron Younger
Gayle Parry
Brittany Merrill

September 13 Mt. Olympus
and Broads Fork

Eric Stekel

Brad Bartholomew

Will Chatwin

Kathryn Knight

Katharine Osborn

Nolan

and more

Volunteer Coordinator
Gayle Parry

WWW.Saveourcanyons.org
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By Dave Bastian (SOC'’s Director of Operations)

In 1996 a piece of legislation was quletly shpped
nto an appropriations bill with no debate or pub-
lic input thereby creating the Federal Recreation Fee
Demonstration Program, known simply as Fee
Demo. It was created with the assistance of such
business interests as the American Council of
Snowmobile Associations, The Walt Disney Com-
pany and the Yamaha Motor Company to name-a
few. The American Recreation Coalition, known as
the ARC and comprised of various corporations
such as those listed above, was founded around the
issue of fees on public lands and it continues to be
one of their most lobbied interests.
Opponents of Fee Demos have noted that:

“Fee Demo is not a benign effort to fund needed
programs, but the leading edge of an attempt by
the motorized-recreation industry to create one
more form of exploitation of our public lands.

Motor-sports groups such as the American Mo-
torcyclist Association, United Four Wheel Drive
Association, and Personal Watercraft Industries
Association are key members of ARC and sup-
porters of Fee Demo. They count on their users
being able to buy access to public lands. As the

public becomes increasingly used to paying, and -

federal agencies come to rely on such fees for
revenue, the agencies find it increasingly difficult
to say no to additional snowmobiles, off-road
vehicles, all-terrain vehicles, dirt bikes, and per-
sonal watercraft.

Since its founding in 1979, ARC has lobbied
Congress for recreation-user-fee legislation. The
Demonstration Fee program is the direct result of
ARC's efforts.” - Sierra Club webszte May 1999 Yo,
deler.Search: Fee Demo)

Proponents have said that the idea beh_ind._Fee -
Demo was “to demonstrate the feasibility of user- :

generated cost recovery for the operation and
maintenance of recreation areas or sites and habitat
enhancement projects on Federal lands” — essen-
tially to have the American People pay for the
maintenance and use of their public lands. In Utah,
the fees paid on the Mirror Lake Highway and The
Alpine Loop (in addition to all the National Parks)
are part of this program. The fees in Mill Creek in
the Wasatch are not.

12 Save Our Canyons - Winter, 2003-04
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Now that we have been paying for about seven
years the question arises, what are.we getting for
our money? The promise behind fee demo was that
the money would benefit the lands it was generated
in but a recent report by the General Accounting
Office has found otherwise. The GAO analyzed the
programs effectiveness and found that the Forrest
Service has been spendmg nearly as much money as
they have taken in'just to keep the program going
and has been very neghgent in their accountmg
practices. -

Right now Fee Demo is just that, a demo. How-
ever Ralph Regula, a Republican Congressman from
Ohio recently introduced a bill, HR 3282 that would
make fee demo permanént and require every citizen

to purchase a pass, named the America the Beautiful

Pass, to access any public lands. The price for this
pass is not clear, but estimates run from $85 to $100.
The Golden Eagle pass, which.this bill would end
along with all lifetime passes we currently have,
costs $65. Caught on a Saturday afternoon hike to
Red Pine Lake without your pass and you could be
faced with a class B Misdemeanor carrying a maxi-
mum penalty of up to six months in jail and a $5,000

* fine. Another piece of: legislation with implications

for -Fee .Demo is 'S 1107 which would “make Fee
Demo permanent for the National Parks but allow it
to die for all other Federal Lands. These bills surely
need careful study by ‘anyone who uses the federal
lands in the Wasatch for recreation.

The current (and fifth) extension for Fee Demo is
set to expire in September of 2004. You can find
more about Fee Demo and the opposition it has

_provoked at web pages like wildwilderness.org and

americanlands.org.  You can find out about the
Amefican sRecreation Coalition at their web page
fundoutdoors.com. Highlights of the GAO’s report
on Fee Demo-are located at :
gao. gov/h1gh11ghts/do3450h1gh pdf
Both Orrin Hatch and Bob Bennett support Fee
Demo and can be reached at their offices in Wash-

. ington.DC. -Call (202) 224-5444 for Robert Bennett

and (202) 224-5251 for Orrin Hatch. If Fee Demo
does indeed represent a great threat to our access to
our public lands, then perhaps the sun should set
permanently on this legislation, and if it turns our to
be a benefit, hopefully public pressure can be
brought on the Forest Service to practice better ac-
counting:

WWwW.saveourcanyons.org



The Good, the Bad, and the Bad and Ugly

G00D. Save Our Canyons Trustee Amy Wicks was
elected to the Ogden City Council for the 4-year at-
large seat last November.. Amy, who works for the
National Centér for Shaken Baby Syndrome, will be
the one woman on the council. We congratulate
Amy Wicks on yet another of her public-spirited
activities. People like Amy make the world a better
place.

G00D. SOC'’s trustee and volunteer coordinator
Gayle Parry was central to providing 227 hours of
volunteer work the Forest Service’s Backcountry
Program in 2003. SOC and its sister organizations
the Wasatch Mountain Club and the Wasatch Front
100 Runners received well-earned kudos in a FS re-
port prepared by Sean Wetterberg of the Salt Lake
Ranger District. More lighting, of the candle instead
of cursmg the darkness! . .

600D. *The Forest Service, Salt Lake City and Salt

Lake County all acted resolutely to protect public
lands in Cardiff Fork. You .can'read all about it on
page 2 Hats off to fine public servants'

GOOD, ONE HOPES. Opposition to the FAA’s proposed
rerouting of air traffic to paths over Salt Lake’s East
Bench and Wasatch wilderness areas is mounting. -
So are doubts. Clark Desing, the Salt Lake tower’s
air traffic manager, says the FAA .may pocket its
plan and move on. “If the airport’s. major carrier
[Delta], doesn’t want the redesign . . . then it’s
something the FAA has to consider. Environmental
studies are very expensive and you don’t want to

take on that kind of cost if it's somettung the users
don’t want.”

GO0OD. ,SOC’s lawsuit over the ordinance-busting
proposed road at the mouth of Big Cottonwood
Canyon continues.to grind along. The mills of the
gods grind slow, but they grind exceeding small.

BAB STUFF IN IIIIAI'EII ‘Draper City has plans to com-
plete the portion of the Bonneville Shoreline Trail
within the city limits. It seems, however, a good
portion of the land the trail would fall on is owned
by Draper Irrigation, which wants to develop the
land for a subdivision. This subdivision would af-
fect much of Corner Canyon, an area that is now
mostly open space and prime terrain for hiking,

biking and horseback riding as well as deer and
wildlife habitat.

BAD AND UGLY. Rock Canyon to the east ‘of Provo,
called by the Ute Indians “the House of God”, is a
striking and historic landmark that is. bemg de-
stroyed by a quarrying operatnon The operation is
embroiled in complicated legal issues but seems to
be moving forward to the great consternation of the
Rock Canyon Alliance (see their website).and many
others in Provo. If public control over this canyon
cannot be established, there will be dynamite, dan-
ger, noise, heavy equipment, dust, jackhammering
and removal of cliff faces where there was stately
beauty and treasured public recreation.

IIIIII Save Our Bammns
- For Our First Annual
|.0IIG Peak celenrauon

: Thursday February 26 — 7:00 pm -
Oa51s Cafe 151 South 500 East in Salt Lake City

The evening will include food dr1nk music and a 51lent auction plus guest speaker former Salt Lake
City Mayor Ted WllSOI’l and a présentation by award- -winning hlstorlan Alex1s Kelner on The Lone
- Peak Wilderness Area. ’
Tickets are $30 per person and are available by calhng 363-7283
This will be an exciting event in honor of Utah’s First Designated Wilderness Area so get your
- tickets early, as attendance is limited.

www., saveourcanyons.org
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~ ENVIRONMENTAL UPDATE

Every five years the helicopter-skiing conces-
sionaire on the Wasatch-Cache National Forest has
to renew their permit. This process started in 2002
with a proposal from WPG. The next step in the
long bureaucratic process of permit renewal will be
the imminent Forest Service release of a Draft Envi-
ronmental Impact Statement (DEIS) followed by a
45-day period for public comment. This DEIS has
been expected for some time but, according to the
latest estimates, will be out in early 2004.

Every backcountry skier, snowshoer, canyon
resident or resort skier should read this DEIS and
comment on this guaranteed-to-be controversial
document. '

WPG has requested a new permit that would
abandon restrictions that have reduced conflicts
with backcountry skiers for the last 3 years. As a
result of the actions of SOC members, and many,
many other canyon recreationists modest restric-
tions were placed on WPG during their current
permit. Most of the so-called restrictions are
meaningless and others rely solely on WPG's inter-
pretation. None of the skier-day caps matter, since
they are all at higher levels than WPG has ever
reached. » - -

KRCL Radio-
~ SOC'S WASATCH
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Wasatch Powderhird
Guides’

The Next Step

However, the closure of the Tri—Cahyon Area (in-
cluding Silver, Days, Cardiff and Mineral Forks) on

Sundays and Mondays has given backcountry skiers -

a little oasis of heli-free quiet for the last three sea-
sons.

But if WPG gets its way, that predictable peace
will vanish. The Sunday-Monday closure would be
eliminated. WPG further proposes to quadruple,
from five to twenty, the number of days they may
fly two helicopters in the TCA, to add tour routes
into the Twin Peaks Wilderness, and to allow
“home runs” into Alta. In sum: a return to unfet-
tered heli-skiing as,well as helicopter-assisted skiing
in a wilderness area. S

SOC will do its best to let its members know
when the DEIS appears, when the deadline for
comments will be, and how to access the DEIS itself.
Check our website (saveourcanyons.org/current
issues/) for information. ,

WPG's current permit expires in January of 2005.
It’s up to YOU to keep it from being a return to
rampant and unfettered heli-skiing.

Eternal vigilance! Eternal vigilance!

WwWw, saveourcanyons.org
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OUR STEWARDSHIP: —

LDS PERSPECTIVES ON CARING FOR CREATION

February 27 - 28 on the BYU campus.
Keynote speaker: Paul Cox -

Paul Cox will speak in the auditorium of the Harold B. Lee Library on February 27 from 7:00-8:30 pm.
Paul is the recipient of the Goldman Environmental Prize, the Director of the National Tropical Botanical
Garden in Hawaii, and a former professor and dean at BYU. The panel sessions will take place the next
morning -

There will then be a series of overlapping panel discussions the next morning of the 28th, also on
campus, until 1 pm. S : ’

The symposium is free and open to the public (no registration will be required). We will explore LDS
perspectives on environmental stewardship from the point of view of both environmental practitioners
and academics in a wide range of disciplines, including history, philosophy, humanities, theology,
forestry, engineering, wildlife management, law, business, and other related environmental sciences. -

For more information contact:

GEORGE HANDLEY

Associate Professor of Humanities

Coordinator, Latin American Studies

Department of Humanities, Classics, and Comparative Literature

3010 JKHB Box 26118
Brigham Young University Tel: (801)422-7151
Provo, UT 84602-6118 Fax: (801)422-0305

Www.saveourcanyons.org
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THANK YOU

SAvE OUR CANYONS'is grateful for ‘generous support from local businesses in the form of
grants, raffle and auction items, as well as other gifts and services. These are public-
spirited enterprises dedicated to making a better community and protecting the
Wasatch Mountains. Thank them when you next use their services.

Aaron Goldberg of Wild
Earth Images

Xmission

REI :
Red Rock Brewing Co.
Voilé Equipment, Inc.
Dancing Crane Studios
Salt Lake Candle Company
Wings and Things

Chaco Sandals

CITIZENS' COMMITTEE TO
SAVE OUR CANYONS

P.O. Box 112017

Salt Lake City, UT 84147

Gandolpho’s

Ken Sanders Rare Books
Petzl America

Desert Edge Pub

Sage’s Café

Boulder Mountain Lodge
Uinta Brewing Co.

Café Diablo in Torrey
Patagonia Outlet

Scenic Wild Photography

6

- Kirkhams .~

The Adirondack Man
Aura Soma Lava

Dancing Turtle Feng Shui
Plan B Theatre Company -

i Design Wisdom

Gavin Noyes, Potter

" The Beer Nut

Rockreation -
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