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SMOkey the Goohoood Bear

Needs YOUR help this summer
Please join SOC's Wilderness Volunteers

in helping rehabilitate some long-neglected

Wasatch Wilderness terrain

See page 8 and and the back cover for details

Cheryl Hart warms up for wilderness work party PHOTO A Kelner



PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

The Worst Threat

To Utah Wilderness

In History P

UTtah
Governor Mike Leavitt and Interior

Secretary Gale Norton after secret negotia

tions recently announced two state-federal

agreements that are daggers aimed at the

heart of Utah Bureau of Land Management
lands and designed to severely limit future

congressional action to designate wilderness

areas all over the state One of these agree
ments lays state claims to what appear to be

tens of thousands of so-called highway rights of

way all over the state A few are constructed

maintained and used highways Many are

haphazard ORV tracks cow paths and im
passable streambeds and pour offs The other

agreemen-f removes some 6 million acres of

wilderness study areas that had earned that

classification through the efforts of national

conservation groups and through federal court

actions See more details on page 3
The old familiar rhetoric is heating up on

both sides

EWRONMENTALIST blah blah Wilderness

SAGEBRUSH REBEL blah blah Lock Up
E blah blah Our precious heritage

SR blah blah energy self-sufficiency

E blah blah Our children and our children's children

SR blah blah only for the wealthy and physically fit

Many of the remarks are so familiar and

standard that they could be numbered tabu
lated and automatically thrown at one another

by dueling computers thereby saving effort and

spleen
There is one particularly disturbing bit of

rhetoric however that has been around for a

long time but now shows its fangs This comes

in various forms

Federal land management decisions in

Utah should be decided by Utahns
It is important to get these matters re

solved right away

The ongoing debate over federal lands in

Utah is a festering sore that needs immedi
ate attention

I All these weary charges and counter

charges are a distraction a smoke screen c on
cealing radical and drastic policy being under
taken in the name of resolving long-standing

controversies The so-called resolution pro
posed by Leavitt and Norton simplyhands

Utah's Cowboy Caucus and Sagebrush Rebels

what they have been demanding for decades

the primacy of a single use consumption of re
sources rather than preservation and the pre
eminence of local control over national or

W6 d-w-idi-n-t rtS Tie-66-ver-no-r-is cla-im-i-n-g

to be a mediator in this long-standing fight

Mediation however is not accomplished when
the mediator is an unabashed partisan for one

side in the fight
The very intensity of the long debate over

these issues indicates the importance of ex
tended science-based analysis and the widest

possible public participation Instead the ter

rible coincidence of an exploitation-oriented

governor and a similarly inclined Interior Sec

retary has brought forth a tragic shift in policy

that can easily cost the nation the loss of much
of its most spectacular public lands

What is to be done I

The cabal must be opposed and fought in

the media in the courts in the hearts and

minds of American citizens everywhere This

is not just a local Utah issue it is a national

issue Talk about this with your friends co

workers and family Contact your congress

man your senators Write letters to the editor

Insist that these are public lands They don't

belong to any governor or bureaucratic official

Gale Dick

I
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be the disqualification of potential enlargements The Salt Lake County Council and Mayor
of existing wilderness areas in the central Wa should stand by their original claims and re
satch To finesse such an important public deci nounce the scores of preposterous claims penciled

sion in a maneuver that cuts out public input is in their map by an unknown hand0
disgraceful

www saveourcanyons org4 Save Our Canyons Summer 2003
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Julia Hendrian displaced easterner discovered

Paradise iii Utah and became an extra-ordinary
Save Our Canyons volunteer

VOLUNTEER PROFILE

JULIA HENDRIAN

FOLLOWS HER BLISS

By GAYLE PARRY
Trustee and Volunteer Coordinator

People who complain about Easterners moving
to the West and telling us how to take care of

the environment should talk to Julia Hen
drian Julia grew up in the East and until

ten years ago was content to work and play there
Then she took a ski trip to Alta That started a

love affair with the Wasatch Mountains that

wouldn't rest She felt that people who lived in

Salt Lake lived close to paradise and paradise

was only about forty-five minutes from the city

Eight years ago she said goodbye to the East and

moved to Salt Lake
Julia's first year in btah was spent working

and skiing at Alta and was a big departure from

the corporate banking she had been doing in New
York She spent the winter at Alta working at

Hellgate Condominiums in reservations and the

summer at Alta Lodge working at the front desk
and in the dining room When she first came she

enjoyed the rustic atmosphere of the resorts In

fact compared to the East Coast resorts she felt

that they didn't seem like resorts at all She

thought it charming that Alta had the fire sta

tion polling place library and post office all in

the same place In the East Julia would drive for

hours to get to small crowded resorts with short

runs and icy slopes
Adventures abounded for Julia during her

1994-95 year at Alta She tells of often being
snowbound during that year of heavy snows when
people could only go inter-lodge because of the

avalanche danger Her favorite ski tour was to

hike up to the top of the Cardiff Ridge ski down
Cardiff Forkto the Big Cottonwood Road then

return to Alta by car and bus

During Julia's eight and a half years in Utah
she has seen some disheartening changes take

place in the Wasatch The beautiful rustic ad
venturous mountains of eight years ago that at

tracted Julia and others to our stat6 are chang
ing and with the changes come a deterioration of

our quality of life She says A tug'ofwar is tak
ing place in this exceptional place between devel

opers the Forest Service and environmentalists

For example in the name of theapproaching
2002 Winter Olympics many Utah ski areas tried

to expand at once How much are wewilling to
sacrifice to have ski areas expand and to have

noisy helicopters overhead in our wild areas Our
quality of life is closely tied to wildlife and water

Everything is closely connected Julia took up
snowshoeing to further enjoy the mountains

Julia became active in Save Our Canyons be
cause we provide checks and balances for the

preservation of our mountains The organization

provides a way to work with and inform people
about issues involving the local canyons She

says that people recognize the SOC organization

especially people who enjoy the outdoors Before

joining Save Our Canyons Julia was an active

participant in the well-being of the Wasatch She

made site visits when Snowbird and Alta were in

the process of changing their Master Plans After

joining Save Our Canyons she has partic
i

ipated in

so many activities'that they are hard to count
Julia has tabled for Earth Day at Liberty Park
Black Diamond Ski Swap Patagonia ana the
University of Utah She has calle'd'66'un'ty can di

dates passed out forest plan literature at trail

heads helped to deliver our newsletters studied

and commented on Draft Environmental Impact
Statements to th e Forest Service worked on the

Trails with the Save Our Canyons Wilderness
Volunteers and is currently in charge of Save Our
Canyons'Adopt A Highway effort

Julia now works as a financial advisor in Salt

Lake When in corporate banking she had clients

all over the country Now she finds financial

I
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AddmbL

save Our canvol

A new adventure

for Save Our Canyons members

NERBOLOGY HIKE
Steve Roens and FS personnell dismantle illegal

structure in wilderness area Saturday July 12

SOC volunteers needed to

Help the Forest Service Help the Wasatch

Become a vownteewl
June 14 July 12 August 9 Sept 13

Save Our Canyons will be joining the Forest Service

Backcountry Rangers the second Saturday ofJune July

August and September to work on trails and rehabilitate

psites in our mountains Workin with the Forestcaip 9
Service in the backcountry is a pleasant and rewarding

experience

We will meet at the Big Cottonwood Park-and-Ride Lot at

the canyon mouth at 8 am on June 14th July 12th August

9th and September 13 We will work with volunteers from

the Wasatch Mountain Club on two of those days July 12th

and September 13th

The Mountain Club has generously asked our volunteers to

meet with them at the Wasatch Mountain Club Lodge at

Brighton for refreshments at the end of the days in which

we work with them

Our first time out on June 14 will be spent working on the

Brighton Lakes Trail by lake Mary

Come out and get to know some fellow Save Our Canyons

volunteers Wasatch Mountain Club volunteers and Forest

Service Rangers Help the Forest Service belp the Wasatcb

You can just show up on the above dates however if

convenient we would appreciate your contacting Gayle

Parry at gwparry attbi com 277-4124 so we can plan our

days and give you the credit you deserve for working with

US

Requirements

Wear long pants boots or sturdy sboes gloves

hEiM 2 quarts of water snadzs luncb day pack

sunscreen sunglasses rain gear tee shirt and a warm

sbirt

8 Save Our Canyons Summer 2003

Merry Lycett Harrison of Millcreek Herbs will lead a

Herbology Hike in Millcreek Canyon on Saturday July 12

Merry received her training from Master Herbalist Michael

Moore of the Southwest School of Botanical Medicine She

completed the Master Gardener Program and studied

ethnobotany at the BACA Institute of Ethnobotany Come

and learn about the herbs medicinal and edible that grow

in the Wasatch

The hike will take about 4 hours

Meet at 10 am at the Skyline High School parking lot

This will be a relatively short hike Bring a lunch water

flower books hats weather protection you never kn v
Please sign up by calling Lisa at 363-SAVE 363-7283 or

sending an email to

lisasaveourcanyons org
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Peder Groseth SOC's new intern
bids for sought-after item

Tom Stephens views array of SOC's victory mementos

Thanks to the businesses that donated services

merchandise or food for SOC's Spring Social

Black Diamond

Boulder Mountain Lodge
Chaco Sandals

Craig Jenkins

Dancing Cranes

Desert Edge Pub

Eric McKenna

Gandolpho's

Howie Garber

Keeba's

Ken Sander's Rare Books

Petzl America

Prince Tennis

The Pub at Trolley Square

Red Rock Brewing

Sage's Caf6

Salt City Candle Co
Squashworks

Uinta Brewing
Voile

Wings and Things

10 Save Our Canyons Summer 2003 www saveourr-anyons org

SOC's

Spring Social
On April 26th members and friends of Save Our Canyons
gathered to celebrate another wonderful year of WasatA
protection Over 100 guests attended the event that was

held at Squashworks which once again generously do
nated the use if this wonderful facility

Save our Canyons can put on events like this only

through the generosity of many donors and individuals

They are listed on this page When you have occasion
I

to

use the services of any of the listed bbinesse t li tl dRlq

that you appreciate their public-spirited support of Save

Our Canyons Food and drink were donated or provided

at cost from many of these businesses and the set up
heavy moving and clean up were provided by stalwart

and strong volunteers
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Update on the Northern Utah Airspace Inill akive

By Tom Hale

SOC's Executive Director

kS MANY of you know the Federal Aviation

dministration FAA has been developing a

proposal that will dramatically affect the quality

of life for the majority of residents in the Salt

Lake Valley The Northern Utah Airspace
Initiative NUAI proposes redesigning the

airspace configuration over Salt Lake and

surrounding areas for safety and efficiency
What is really happening is that the FAA is

attempting to bulldoze Salt Lake City
International Airport local governments and

r esidents like you and me into accepting an ill

fitting cookie-cutter airspace design that is being

implemented at major metropolitan airports

across the nation

The problem is that we have something most

of those other regions do not towering
mountains and three wilderness areas

immediately adjacent to the airport world-class

ski resorts and backcountry recreation

opportunities all just minutes from our homes
The FAA's plan in the alternatives presented to

date would significantly and permanently impact
the tranquility solitude and unmatched beauty
that we currently enjoy in the Wasatch

The scoping period for the Environmental

Impact Study that the FAA is conducting

originally closed on May 16 2003 Due to

pressure brought to bear by SOC Congressman

Jim Matheson Salt Lake City Council Salt Lake

City Department of Airports Salt Lake County

Council and many other City and County
Community Councils the FAA grudgingly
extended the public scoping period to May 30th

SOC and a small army of volunteers were
instrumental in getting the message out to

governmental bodies across the valley and

making the extension a reality Though much
less than the 60 days we requested the extension

indicated that we wield some measure of

influence We and you are being heard

SOC's scoping comments addressed everything

from noise metrics to golden eagles to the local

12 Save Our Canyons Summer 2003

tourism economy There are three fundamental

reasons why SOC is opposed to the NUAI

1 Save Our Canyons challenges the

FAA's position that the airspace over and

around Salt Lake City International

Airport needs to be redesigned for safety

or other reasons The assumptions and

projections cited as rationale for thi s

action are unfounded and erroneous

2 Even if an airspace redesign were

required the four-corner post

config-uration is not well suited to this

region given the high mountain terrain

and other complicating factors The SE
corner post would substantially impact
Wasatch wilderness areas and ski r esorts

and by extension the local tourist

economy

3 If the airspace were redesigned the

Environmental Impact State ent
compliance process should provide a

reasonable range of alternatives The
current alternatives are in reality only

slight variations on the four-corner post

theme CEQ Council on Environmental

Quality regulations require the agency
to Rigorously explore and objectively
evaluate all reasonable alternatives and

Include reasonable alternatives not

within the jurisdiction of the lead

agency
1

The next steps are for the FAA to evaluate all

of the public comments formulate alternatives

assess environmental impacts for each and select

a preferred alternative The Draft Environmental

Impact Statement is due out sometime next

spring For more detailed information and to see

SOC's scoping comments visit the Current
Issues section of our website at

wwwsaveourcanyons org

www saveourcanyons org
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SOC ANNOUNCEMENTS

Help Us Serve You Better

Please let us know if You change your address
You won't miss anynewsletters or mailed an
nouncement s and i t will save us money to

spend on savingour canyons The only way
we have of checking our address list is to send
an occasional first-class mailing and then cull

out the addresses of those items returned to

us Not good for you not good for us
Put your name on our E-mail Alert List As

an Alerts List subscriber you will receive oc
casional messages with opportunities to learn

about defend serve and celebrate the beauty
and wildness of the Wasatch canyons moun
tains and foothills

Also we send along occasional announce
ments of events that we think will be of inter

est to our members

PHOTO CONTEST Would you like to have one of

your wonderful pictures of the Wasatch or of

SOC activities appear above your name in the

Save Our Canyons newsletter or the web site

Mountains trees flowers cliffs winter scenes

anything that shows off our wonderful Wasatch

Range You will be in the ru-nning for this highly

coveted honor if you send-Save Our Canyons a

photo or better yet a JPEG file scan of a photo

We never release our Alert List to any out
side organization

You can join by sending a message to

infosaveourcanyons org or by calling 383
SAVE7283

If at any point you would like to be re
moved from the list please simply reply to

any message you receive from the list and

type unsubscribe in the body of the message
preferably we would also love to hear why in

an effort to be responsive to our subscribers
You will be promptly and courteously unsub
scribed

Send your entries before January 15 2004
As they always say the decision of the judges

will be final

If you want your photo returned please
enclose a stamped self-addressed envelope

Send your entries to Save Our Canyons PO
Box 112017 Salt Lake City UT 8'4147 onvia

email to lisasaveoureanyons org
t

Peder Groseth Joins SOC's Staff As New Summer Intern

Peder Groseth recently joined
Save Our Canyons staff as a

summer intern Peder is

originally from Bozeman
Montana but moved to Salt

Lake City about three years

ago to enroll in college He

just finished his Junior year at

the University of Utah

majoring in Environmental

Studies and minoring in both

Parks Recreation Tourism

and Geography
Peder is an avid skier

hiker and rock climber and

has developed a great passion
for the outdoors and especially

for the Wasatch Mountains
He says that being in the

mountains is a good way for

him to relax and refresh lot of use and I want to do

himself He is concerned with what I can to see that they are

issues that plague the Wasatch not abused
and feels that becoming
involved with Save Our
Canyons will be a good way
for him to help protect the

area

As an intern Peder hopes
to become more familiar with

the issues that are threatening
the Wasatch Mountains and to

learn more about how to help
solve some of these problems
He is looking forward to

working with other people
with similar environmental

concerns and is excited to meet
the members of the board

The Wasatch Mountains see a

14 Save Our Canyons Summer 2003 www saveourcanyons org
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SOCIS Nalunteers to Stan Their Second Season
There is nothin inbre practical in the end than the preservation of beauty TEDDY RoOSEVELT

Gayle Parry SOC's Volunteer
Coor dinator

CITIZENS'COMMITTEE
TO SAVE OUR CANYONS
PO Box 112017

Salt Lake City UT 84147

row

the first time in many
For o hearings

years
there are n

to attend or critical letters

to NVr U

Soc members
should celebrate
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we are all trying so har
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SEE Schedule
Of Actvties

on pages
8-9

The headlines bombard us

from all directions The

present administration is

assaulting the air we breathe
the water we drink the Arctic

National Wildlife Refuge the

BLM lands National Parks
and Monuments roadless

areas Wilderness Study Areas
and established Wilderness

Areas and on and on
Every year the Forest

Service tries to work with less

funding With less funding
established Wilderness Areas
will suffer Many of the trails

we love to hike in the Wasatch
Mountains are in Wilderness
Areas These well-loved trails

will turn into rbads campsites
into rubbish heaps and alpine
lakes will become polluted if

someone doesn't help the

Forest Service Wilderness

Rangers keep the backcountry
beautiful and the trails

maintained
This year Save Our Canyo s

is again asking for volunteers

to help with this effort

Working with the Forest

Service in the backcountry is a

pleasant and rewarding
experience

Come out and get to know
some fellow Save Our Canyons
volunteers Wasatch Mountain
Club volunteers and Forest
Service Rangers Help the

Forest Service help the

Wasatch See page 8 for

details Gayle Parry
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