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PRESIDENT'S MIESSAGE

Secrefforest

Service Revolution

n a time of international turmoil and the

threat of war it seems somehow shallow to

fret about domestic policy concerns On the

other hand it sometimes seems that our

attention is almost purposefully being diverted

away from the massive revolution going on in

the role of government in national resource

management and exploitation Consider one

example proposed changes of the rules by
which Forest Planning is to be undertaken

For more than thirty years the public

including many SOC volunteers has enjoyed
its right to participate in the decision-making

processes of the Forest Service Here in Utah
citizens have used this right vigorously

offering thousands of comments pro and con
onhot-button issues most especially on the

periodic revisions of Forest Management
Plans These comments have clearly affected

Forest Service decisions as they should

Where should mineral exploration be allowed

and where denied What ski development
schemes are consistent with environmental

preservation and which ones need to be pared
down or denied Where should ORV use and

helicopter skiing be allowed and where should

it be banned In all of these contentious

issues citizen participation has been assured

by the National Environmental Policy Act of

1969 known as NEPA a sort of citizens

environmental bill of rights

Early last month the Bush Administration

bowing it is said to pressure from the timber

industry issued new draft regulations that

would drastically change all this so that public

participation in the vitally important process
of Forest Service planning would be very much
reduced and hemmed in by legalistic

restrictions The proposed rules would lead to

draft plans with no alternatives and no
environmental analysis The plans laid down
by the Forest Service would be Take it or

leave it with no way to leave it The Forest

Service would in effect be assuming the role

of infallibility

The proposed planning rules would

supposedly avoid the requirements of NEPA by
making the Forest Plans themselves such
flexible and adaptive documents that they
would not be applicable to any specific project

proposed for Forest Service lands Such non
specific Forest Plans it is thought would not

trigger the NEPA Environmental Impact
Study process These generic adaptive plans
would be impotent documents They would fill

the requirement to have a plan without really

having one This dodge opens the door wide to

piecemeal planning and encourages the

approval of unsound proposals

The upshot of these proposed regulations
would be to make the national forests much
more vulnerable to logging mining ORV use
rampant ski-area-related real estate

development and other environmentally

damaging activities

This is a truly alarming move that treats

our national forests as mere commodities with
little or no regard for wildlife ecosystems
watersheds or the people who rely on and

enjoy these resources
This move also exhibits contempt for the

First Amendment that grants the citizens of

this country the owners of the nati6nal forests
the right to petition the government for a

redress of grievances This change of

regulations must be challenged Read about

them on www saveourcanyons org i

Send written comments no later than April

7 2003 to USDA FS Planning Ruld Content

Analysis Team PO Box 8359 Missoula MT
59807 via email to planning-rule fsfedus or

by facsimile to Planning Rule Coniffients at

406 329-3556 Gale Dick

Save Our Canyons Spring 2003 www saveoureanyons org
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wife three daughters and two sons to the United

States during the thirties when the rumblings of

war were reverberating throughout Europe Ann
lived with her family in Deerfield Massachusetts

before leaving for boarding school in Vermont
when in the ninth grade With high school behind

her Ann attended Reed College where she met
Gale Dick

Their romance was interrupted when Gale won
a Rhodes scholarship At that time Rhodes

Scholars could not be married so Gale took off for

Oxford and Ann went back to her beloved board

ing school Putney in Vermont where she taught

high school biology at her alma mater One of her

students was Utah philosopher and activist Jock

Glidden
Ann and Gale were married when Gale re

turned to the United States They lived in Ithaca
New York Urbana Illinois before Gale accepted a

position in the Physics Department at the Uni
versity of Utah forty-four years ago Ann went on
to get a degree in teaching at Westminster Col

lege in 1971 as well as a master's degree in plant

ecology at the U of U and began teaching at the

Rowland Hall lower school when her three chil

dren Tim Robin and Steve were old enough
She taught at Rowland Hall for twenty-three

years
One of the first excursions the Dicks made into

the Wasatch Mountains was a hike in Albion Ba
sin It was then that the Dicks fell in love with

the Wasatch and the seeds of environmental ac
tivism were sown About ten years later as

Snowbird loomed on the horizon Save Our Can
yons was born Ann not only hosted numerous

SOC meetings and parties but also developed her

own love of natural history becoming an active

participant in the study of the botany of the Wa
satch Mountains and the birds of the Great Salt

Lake Ann's eyes light up when she tells of times

that were wonderful learning experiences
Ann has fond memories of helping to host a

North American Rock Gardeners meeting in Salt

Lake in 1996 There were one hundred fasci

nating participants she remembers and they

provided me with a wonderful education Ann
participated as a volunteer guide

Another of Ann's favorite interests is birding
A good friend took her out to the Bear River Bird

Refuge where she learned to count birds for the

Division of Wildlife Resources She finds the

method of counting these birds fascinating Ann
remembers going out to the refuge in the late fall

and watching the tundra swans as they came
through on their migratory route She and her

friend counted these magnificent birds by count

ing them in groups of one hundred coming to a to

Ann Dick left and Gayle Parry discoss Utah and Save

Our Canyons'conservation issues

tal of 10000 swans She also remembers going to

the Layton Marsh with a Division of Wildlife Re
sources employee Wading out into the water in

their rubber boots her companion signaled for

her to stay still As they looked at the unimpeded
view of the lakeshore they saw thousands of Wil
son's Phalaropes feeding on the brine flies on
their yearly flight to South America After scan

ning the shore her companion turned to her and

said three hundred thousand In the summer
Ann has often participated in the Salt Lake bird

census project going out to the lake every ten

days to count and learn about the birds She

says Everyone should see this but too many
people will keep the birds away

Ann finds time to be a docent at the Natural

History Museum to volunteer at the Guadalupe

School and continues to contribute her knowl
edge and skills to protect and teach about the

beautiful wildness of Utah L1

Save Our Canyons is grateful

to its many business members
See a list on page 8

A special thanks go to Petzi America

and to their Marketing Director
John Evans an enthusiastic

and active member
of Save Our Canyons Advisory Board

Petzl America will be featured

in our next newsletter

as one in a new series of articles

on local businesses

that actively support
the mission of Save Oour Canyons

4 Save Our Canyons Spring 2003
www saveourcanyons org
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Ted Wilson On Save Our Canyons Advisory Board

SOC is delighted to announce

that Ted Wilson former Salt

Lake City Mayor and current

Director of the University of

Utah's Hinckley Institute of

Politics has agreed to serve on

the Save our Canyons

Advisory Board Ted has

shown over and over again
his great love for the Wasatch
He has written eloquently
about these mountains has

climbed and skied them and

knows nooks and crannies as

well as secret powder slopes
As Salt Lake City mayor

he played a key role in getting

important lands in Little

Cottonwood Canyon into

public ownership
While serving as Mayor he

persuaded the Director of Salt

Lake City's Water

Department to abandon the

Ted Wilson practices a

mountaineering technique on Pete's

Rock above Wasatch Boulevard

department's early

opposition to creation of the

Lone Peak Wilderness

Without the support of

watershed management

officials wilderness

designation for the area would

not have been possible He
also helped in creation of

other Wasatch Front

wilderness areas

His distinguished career

and his intimate knowledge of

the problems and

opportunities presented by an
urban-mountain interface

qualify him uniquely to help
SOC fulfill its dedication to

protection the beauty and
wildness of the Wasatch

canyons mountains and

foothills Ted has long been a

member and supporter of SOC
and we welcome him to his

new and more intimate

relationship with the

organization Thanks Ted
for being willing to serve

SOC's Websile Is Undergoing Revisions

Thanks to the tireless efforts of our

volunteer webmeisters Walt Haas
and Stephen Mossbarger Save Our

Canyon's website is undergoing some

changes We are cleaning house
pruning dead links and adding new
material Perhaps the most noticeable

change is the addition of a new online

personal payment capability using
PayPal This is the same online

payment system used by e-bay and

many other internet retail and service

providers PayPal subscriptions are

free and easy and enable you to safely
and securely make or receive personal

payments online with any other Pay
Pal memberwhether an individual or

a participating organi zation long af

ter your payment to Save Our Can
yons

The bottom line of course is that

SOC members may now renew annual

memberships or make donations di
rectly online Go to the Join Us page
and check it out Another benefit that

will be available soon is the ability to

purchase SOC merchandise right from

our website For example Bill Gray's

beautiful Cyberflora CD reviewed in

this newsletter will be available for

online purchase along with SOC T
shirts prints and other items as they

become available

As we continue to improve the web
site please feel free to make sugges
tions as to what you would like to see
We want to make sure that the web
site is a useful resource and tool for

our members Tom HALE SOC's Executive

Director

Save Our Canyons Spring 2003 www saveourcanyons org
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Business Portrait

Black Diamond
Black Diamond is a Salt Lake City-based com

pany involved with all aspects of gear design

development testing and manufacturing for

climbing and backcountry skiing It is employee
owned and many of the employees are hardcore

climbers and backcountry skiers who use the

equipment they help to design That is only part

of the picture however Black Diamond's Mission

Statement states that Black Diamond is com
mitted to championing the preservation of and

access to mountain and crag environments In

addition their employees volunteer for organiza

tions with goals similar to those of Save Our Can
yons One of those employees is Andrew McLean

Andrew is not only a gear designer for Black

Diamond but also a world-renowned mountaineer

and backcountry skier who makes his living in

Utah He recently donated his time for the benefit

of Save Our Canyons by conducting a slide show

presenting his kite-skiing expedition to Baffin

Island to a sell out crowd This tremendous slide

show generated some new members and some
much-needed financial support for SOC

Another Black Diamond employee who donates

to Save Our Canyons is Maile Buker the Mar
keting Director for Black Diamond Maile has

recently joined the Advisory Board of SOC She is

a person who shares her wealth of connections

within the Wasatch community and expert advice

on communications Her willingness to put in

time and energy to help SOC grow and be suc
cessful has been wonderful Maile describes her
self as a behind the scenes kinda gal She says
I've been known to get out in the backcountry a

bit It's why I moved here She also moved to

Utah to work for the best climbingbackcountry
ski gear company on the planet and experience
the greatest snow on earth What more could a

wahine that grew up in Hawaii ask for
On March 15th Black Diamond is hosting the

first annual BLACK DIAMOND POWDER KEG a

Wasatch backcountry ski race that starts in Little

Cottonwood Canyon and ends in Big Cottonwood

Canyon This ski race will traverse through some
of the beautiful backcountry of the Wasatch
Mountains It will showcase some of what our

beloved mountains have to offer Please support
Black Diamond either by entering the race or by

volunteering your time To enter visit the Black

Diamond Store or Patagonia Outlet or go to

www active com You can volunteer by calling 801
365-5522 When shopping at the Black Diamond
Store please thank their employees for their tre

mendous support of Save Our Canyons The Wa
satch Mountains thank Black Diamond and their

employees0

Thank You SOC Business Menihers

Listed below are businesses that supported Save Our Canyons over this past year

encourage SOC members to reward these enterprises with their patronage
When you visit their establishments

please thank their personnel for supporting Save Our Canyons

Attorneys Jeff Appel and Jennifer Crane

Black Diamond
Boulder Mountain Lodge

Brewvies

Gastronomy
IME

Ken Sanders Rare Books

Oasis Caf6

Patagonia

Q Street Gallery

REI

Sage's Caf6

Squashworks
The Pub at Trolley Square

Uinta Brewing Co
Vortex Packs

Wasatch Touring
Wild Oats
Wild Rose

Xmission

We

8 Save Our Canyons Spring 2003 www saveourcanyons org
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SUbdiviSion Road Approved hv Countv

SOC Cont6niplates Legal Action
By Tom Stephens

0 n February 19 2003 The Salt Lake County
Board of Adjustment approved by a three

to two vote fourteen variance requests
made by a local developer Terry Diehl Diehl

through his real estate development company
Wasatch Pacific has ambitions to develop the flat

Bonneville Shoreline area that sits at the mouth
on the north side of Big Cottonwood Canyon
This area is most readily recognizable as the land

that is partially used by a gun club and sits just
above the quarry operations at the mouth of the

canyon His proposed subdivision access road

would zigzag up the steep hillside just east of the

water treatment plant
The problem with this road location is that it

violates fourteen separate development standards

found in Salt Lake County's Foothills and Can
yons Overlay zoning ordinances FCOZ The
FCOZ ordinances were enacted in 1999 specifi

cally to discourage developments of this type and

location It is the responsibility of Salt Lake
County Board of Adjustment to hear and decide

upon applications for variances to the County's

zoning ordinances In most local jurisdictions in

the United States Diehl's application would have

been rejected immediately and labeled as an
audacious attempt to avoid the most basic and

fundamental development standards In fairness

to the two dissenting board members they are to

be congratulated and thanked for their no votes
It is safe to say and without exaggeration that

this proposed road design and prominent location

at the mouth of Big Cottonwood Canyon creates a

disturbingly bad precedent for t he integrity and

future enforcement of the FCOZ ordinance and

the Wasatch Canyons Master Plan With the

Board of Adjustment's approval of the fourteen

variance requests it will be virtually impossible

for the Board to turn down similar future re
quests This decision is especially bad insofar as

the Wasatch mountains are concerned as twenty

percent of their land mass is privately owned
Much of this land has access problems making it

difficult or impossible to develop-or at least until

this particular Board of Adjustment decision

Current zoning standards prohibit unless a vari

ance is approved by the Board of Adjustment the

building of access roads to much of this undevel

oped property as these roads would violate many
of the FCOZ ordinance development standards

10 Save Our Canyons Spring 2003

By approving the Diehl application for fourteen

variances to the zoning ordinances the Board of

Adjustment for all practical purposes obliterated

these development standards A precedent has

been set All future applicants for variances can
now point to the Diehl decision and demand their

variance requests receive the same favorable

treatment

SOC had not been standing around idly
Knowledgeable SOC members attended two

Board of Adjustment meetings on this subject
testified and submitted a detailed eleven page let

ter that explained why the Board of Adjustment
should not approve Diehl's application for the

fourteen variances This letter argued that it was

virtually impossible forthe Board of Adjustment
to legally approve these variance requests espe
cially after reasonable and informed analysis of

the variances requested the FCOZ ordinance

provisions impacted the Wasatch Canyons Master

Plan and the five criteria that need to be satisfied

before each variance can be approved

Fundamentally the reason it is impossible le

gally to approve the variance requests is that five

specific criteria must be satisfied for each request
With fourteen variance requests and with five

criteria needing to be met for each variance the

Board of Adjustment must substantiate a total of

seventy findings of fact before it can legally grant
the variance requests The inability to fi nd an af
firmative fact for any one of the fourteen variance

requests should have doomed Diehl's road project
as all fourteen variances are necessary to allow

for the construction of this subdivision access

road Duringthe Board of Adjustment's February
19 meeting at which it approved all fourteen

variance requests the Board provided no findings
of fact to support the legitimacy of its decision

Salt Lake County's Development Services

planning staff strongly recommended denial of

Diehl's application The County's transportation

engineer geologist and grading specialist all ex
press severe reservations as the wisdom of al

lowing the construction of a road on such a steep
hillside

The Salt Lake County planning staff stated in

its December 18 2002 analysis that none of the

five criteria for justifying a variance had been met

for any of the requested variances The County

planning staff s language recommending denial

www saveourcanyons org
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Snowmobiler high marks
terrain in Cardiff Fork

National Forest lands in Cardiff
are closed to snowmobiles

The Good the Badthe 90
and the Ludicrous

Good The Forest Service has filed misde
meanor complaints against a Davis County land
owner and a bulldozer operator for illegally con
structing an ATV access road on Forest Service

land in the vicinity of Mueller Park near Bounti
ful Go Get'EM

Good Officials at the Salt Lake District

Ranger's office recently stated that they will soon

press charges against individuals who illegally

bulldozed a road into upper Day's Fork last

autumn

Good No News Is Good News on the loooooong
awaited Wasatch-Cache National Forest's Forest

Plan

Bad The whine of the illegal snowinobiling con
tinues in 2003 Cardiff is once again being as
saulted by private property owners and their

friends And the Forest Service seems to be pow
erless to abate the nuissance Shame

Bad A new phenomenon has just come under

SOC's radar An SOC member skiing in Willow

Heights ericountered a snowmobiler parking his

machine across the highway from Solitude on a

cabin road The two stroke rider with ski boots

already on pulled skis off of his shiny yellow ma
chine and bragged Not much traffic in the can

yon this morning Curiosity revealed that he

lives in Park City but was meeting friends to ski

at Solitude Twenty minutes on his snowmobile

over Guardsmans Pass sure beats 2 hours with

traffic in his SUV Illegal Possibly

Bad Everyone's heart is filled with angst as we
await the Forest Service's Draft Environmental

12 Save Our Canyons Spring 2003

Imapct Statement on Wasatch Powderbird

Guides the Wasatch-Cache's Special Use permit
tee that has had more public and agency com
plaints filed against if than against all other for

est permittees combined

Bad We're all paying twice to use our publically
owned national forest lands First we pay federal

taxes for management of national forests Sec
ond we pay use fees to picnic or camp or to

drive on tax-funded forest highways Ongoing

privatization of Forest Service and National

Parks facilities is encountering many objections

Ugly Against advice of County planners the

Salt Lake County's Board of Adjustment recently

approved an 80 ft high retaining wall for a pro
posed roadway leading to a developer's property
at the mouth of Big Cottonwood Canyon The

County's Foothills and Canyons Overlay Zone

FCOZ ordinance prohibits retaining walls

higher than 6 ft

Ludicrous There is a lavish advertising spread
for The Canyons resort on pages 66 and 67 of the

November 2002 issue of SKIING Opposite a sen
sational aerial photo of skiers backed by the

Dromedary Sunrise Twin Peaks massif is the

text You saw it on NBC's Today You're seeing it

in a magazine But you haven't seen anything un
til you've skied it The implication of the ad is

that by going to The Canyons you will have ready
access to this particular powder slope

How long would it take to get from the resort

to the spot pictured
Probably a day's worth of driving and strenu

ous climbing on skins Maybe less for Bob

Athey0

www saveourcanyons org
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S T I T U T E

Increasingly the people of the West are struggling to protect their vision of what the West

should be Political conflicts over parks and public lands water rights American Indian lands

and wildlife have becomemore intense a's the stakes grow higher Disagreements over clear

cutting desert lands grazing endangered species and uses of public land protracted national and

even international conflicts It seems that everyone has an opinion about what to do with the

American West

A new institute at the University of Utah offers the opportunity to better understand the

complexity of the many environmental issues in the American West The Red Rock Institute

was founded on the principle that environmental conflicts can-not be resolved without a

fundamental understanding of what is at stake The Red Rock Institute offers classes that delve

into the environmental and social issues of the American West with a focus on Utah Each class

includes a field component thattakes students to the contested areas of Utah These classes are

open to students people who teach environmental classes work in environmental fields or have

an interest in environmental issuesi and provide each student with a quality learning experience

while also traveling to some of the most scenic landscapes on the planet

Each summer the Red Rock Institute offers classes that last three weeks Classes are on the

University of Utah campus and are taught by university professors The first two weeks of class

consist of lectures guest speakers and short field trips The third week of class is a field trip to

southern Utah where students will have an opportunity to meet with individuals directly

involved in environmental issues

This summer the Ihstitutewill offer two classes that address envi ronmental policy and American
Indian policy Students will earn a total of 6 credit hours for both courses The courses will run

fTom June 30 July 20

PUBLIC LANDS POLICY This course will focus on the continued political conflicts over

wilderness designation the establishment of new national monuments and parks public lands

grazing and timber leases and recreation on public lands Instructor Prof Dan McCool

AMERICAN INDIAN POLICY This course will provide an understanding of the history and

development of American Indian reservations tribal sovereignty and current conflicts over

fishing and hunting and water rights gaming and reservation land use Instructor Prof Greg
Smoak

The deadline for admissions is April 15 2003 Class size is limited to 30 students please

register early For more information or to register visit

www redrockinstitute utah edu

14 Save Our Canyons Spring 2003 www saveourcanyons org
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Boom We's MEH NOV 15sa

Please let us serve you better

and help us save money by

signing up to be on our e-mail

Alert List You can join by

sending a message to

infosaveourcanyons org

or by calling 363-SAVE 7283

and giving our office your e
mail address on the phone

YES I WANT TO JOIN SAVE OUR CANYONS

15-student 35-individual 50 couple

Name

Address

city
Zip

Phone

email

Mail to SAVE OUR CANYONS
PO Box 112017

Salt Lake City UT 84147

CITIZENS COMM ITTE E TO

SAVE OUR CANYONS
PO Box 112017

Salt Lake City UT 84147

a
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uero owner
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011

Bi
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to
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e

for CO
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costs

cover
s

itu a suit

SSOCI

You can choose your levelof

service according to 3 traffic

levels and'ret assured that

our list setup is as safe as any

list can be in not exposing your

e-mail address to potential

spammers Our policy is not

to release e-mail addresses

outside our organization

As an Alerts list subscriber

you will receive occasional

messages with opportunities to

learn about defend serve and

celebrate the beauty and wild

ness of the Wasatch canyons

mountains and foothills

Enclosed is my check for

E 15 35 El 50 El Other

Orpay by credit card

VISA Master Card

Card

Exp Date Amount

Signature

Phone 363-SAVE 363-7283

www saveourcanyons org

infosaveourcanyons org
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