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Gavin Noyes Receives
Wasatcn Mnumain Club Award

In January, 2003, the Wasatch Mountain Club presented its prestigious
Alexis Kelner Conservation Award to SOC’s former Executive Director
Gavin Noyes. The award honors significant contributions to preservation
and conservation of Utah’s wilderness and public lands. Pictured (1. to r.)
are Alexis Kelner (SOC co-founder, trustee, and award eponym), Gloria
Watson, President of the Wasatch Mountain Club, and Gavin Noyes who
received the award.



n a time of international turmoil and the

threat of war, it seems somehow shallow to
fret about domestic policy concerns. On the
other hand, it sometimes seems that our
attention is almost purposefully being diverted
away from the massive revolution going on in
the role of government in national resource
management and exploitation. Consider one
example: proposed changes of the rules by
which Forest Planning is to be undertaken.

For more than thirty years the public
(including many SOC volunteers) has enjoyed
its right to participate in the decision-making
processes of the Forest Service. Here in Utah,
citizens have used this right vigorously,
offering thousands of comments, pro and con,

“on.hot-button issues — most especially on the
periodic revisions of Forest Management
Plans. These comments have clearly affected
Forest Service decisions, as they should.
Where should mineral exploration be allowed
and where denied? What ski development
schemes are consistent with environmental
preservation and which ones need to be pared
down or denied? -Where should ORV use and
helicopter skiing be allowed and where should
it be banned? In all of these contentious
issues, citizen participation has been assured
by the National Environmental Policy Act of
1969, known as “NEPA” — a sort of citizens’
environmental bill of rights.

Early last month, the Bush Administration,
bowing, it is said, to pressure from the timber
industry, issued new draft regulations that
would drastically change all this so that public
participation in the vitally important process
of Forest Service planning would be very much
reduced and hemmed in by legalistic
restrictions. The proposed rules would lead to
draft plans with no alternatives and no
environmental analysis. The plans laid down
by the Forest Service would be “Take it or

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Secret Forest
Service Revolution

leave it — with no way to leave it.” The Forest
Service would, in effect, be assuming the role
of infallibility.

The proposed planning rules would
supposedly avoid the requirements of NEPA by
making the Forest Plans themselves such
flexible and adaptive documents that they
would not be applicable to any specific project
proposed for Forest Service lands. Such non-
specific Forest Plans, it is thought, would not
trigger the NEPA Environmental Impact
Study process. These generic, ‘adaptive’ plans
would be impotent documents. They would fill
the requirement to have a plan without really
having one. This dodge opens the door wide to
piecemeal planning and encourages the
approval of unsound proposals.

The upshot of these proposed regulations
would be to make the national forests much
more vulnerable to logging, mining, ORV use,
rampant ski-area-related real estate
development, and other environmentally
damaging activities.

This is a truly alarming move that treats
our national forests as mere commodities with
little or no regard for wildlife, ecosystems,
watersheds, or the people who rely on and
enjoy these resources.

This move also exhibits contempt for the
First Amendment that grants the citizens of
this country, the owners of the national forests,
the right “to petition the government for a
redress of grievances”. This change of
regulations must be challenged. Read about
them on www.saveourcanyons.org. ;

Send written comments no later’than April
7, 2003 to: USDA FS Planning Rulé€, Content
Analysis Team, PO Box 8359, Missoula, MT
59807; via email to planning_rule@fs.fed.us; or
by facsimile to Planning Rule Comments at
(406) 329-3556. — Gale Dick :
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Ann Dick, practice racing on Mt. Hood, photos taken approximately 1947.

Save Our Canyons Volunteer Profile

By Gayle Parry

Coming so close to becoming a 1947 Olympic con-
tender was fraught with mixed emotions for Ann
Dick. The intense pressure of Olympic competi-
tion dampened the thrill of almost reaching the
pinnacle of ski racing. The excitement and pres-
sure of her former races on the east and west
coasts of the United States couldn't compare with
the stress of the Olympic tryouts. As the series of
races progressed for the tryouts and the stress in-
creased, Ann began to think that, although she
might have the talent, she might not have the
type of competitive personality that is necessary
for an Olympic contender. But she competed
right up to the final tryouts and only then, disap-
pointingly, lost that crucial race. After that she
dropped out of racing to continue skiing for the
pleasure of the sport and her love of the outdoors.
Ann learned to ski at the tender age of six
while living in Switzerland and was immediately
hooked on the sport. She laughingly recalls her
first flat wood skis with the pointy tips and
leather bindings. They weren't the easiest skis
compared to our high tech equipment today, but
that didn't keep her from skiing in Europe where
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her father had run a business for twenty years
nor from the fun of skiing in rural Massachusetts
where the family later moved when she was still a
youngster.

The racing bug hit Ann in junior high. She
competed in grades nine through twelve and then
continued to enter ski competitions while in col-
lege. The trouble was that the college she at-
tended was much more attuned to academic ex-
cellence than to athletics. Ann didn't let a rigor-
ous curriculum at prestigious Reed College get in
the way of her skiing until it was evident that it
was either flunk or ski.

The highly intelligent Ann finally devoted her
time to her books instead of her favorite sport,
eventually earning a dual degree in Biology and
Chemistry. Besides, she had to devote some addi-
tional time to this guy she met at Reed College
named Gale.

Ann Dick was born in Brussels, Belgium. The
family moved around Europe as her father's busi-
ness dictated. She eventually lived in Holland
and Switzerland where she learned Swiss Ger-
man and some French. Her father moved his
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wife, three daughters and two sons to the United
States during the thirties when the rumblings of
war were reverberating throughout Europe. Ann
lived with her family in Deerfield, Massachusetts
before leaving for boarding school in Vermont
when in the ninth grade. With high school behind
her, Ann attended Reed College where she met
Gale Dick.

Their romance was interrupted when Gale won
a Rhodes scholarship. At that time, Rhodes
Scholars could not be married, so Gale took off for
Oxford and Ann went back to her beloved board-
ing school (Putney) in Vermont where she taught
high school biology at her alma mater. One of her
students was Utah philosopher and activist Jock
Glidden.

Ann and Gale were married when Gale re-
turned to the United States. They lived in Ithaca,
New York, Urbana, Illinois before Gale accepted a
position in the Physics Department at the Uni-
versity of Utah forty-four years ago. Ann went on
to get a degree in teaching at Westminster Col-
lege in 1971, as well as a master’s degree in plant
ecology at the U of U, and began teaching at the
Rowland Hall lower school when her three chil-
dren: Tim, Robin, and Steve, were old enough.
She taught at Rowland Hall for twenty-three
years.

One of the first excursions the Dicks made into
the Wasatch Mountains was a hike in Albion Ba-
sin. It was then that the Dicks fell in love with
the Wasatch and the seeds of environmental ac-
tivism were sown. About ten years later, as
Snowbird loomed on the horizon, Save Our Can-
yons was born. Ann not only hosted numerous
SOC meetings and parties but also developed her
own love of natural history becoming an active
participant in the study of the botany of the Wa-
satch Mountains and the birds of the Great Salt
Lake. Ann's eyes light up when she tells of times
that were wonderful learning experiences.

Ann has fond memories of helping to host a
North American Rock Gardeners meeting in Salt
Lake in 1996. "There were one hundred fasci-
nating participants", she remembers, "and they
provided me with a wonderful education." Ann
participated as a volunteer guide.

Another of Ann's favorite interests is birding.
A good friend took her out to the Bear River Bird
Refuge where she learned to count birds for the
Division of Wildlife Resources. She finds the
method of counting these birds fascinating. Ann
remembers going out to the refuge in the late fall
and watching the tundra swans as they came
through on their migratory route. She and her
friend counted these magnificent birds by count-
ing them in groups of one hundred coming to a to
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Ann Dick, left, and Gayle Parry discoss Utah and Save
Our Canyons’ conservation issues.

tal of 10,000 swans. She also remembers going to
the Layton Marsh with a Division of Wildlife Re-
sources employee. Wading out into the water in
their rubber boots, her companion signaled for
her to stay still. As they looked at the unimpeded
view of the lakeshore, they saw thousands of Wil-
son's Phalaropes feeding on the brine flies on
their yearly flight to South America. After scan-
ning the shore, her companion turned to her and
said, "three hundred thousand." In the summer,
Ann has often participated in the Salt Lake bird
census project, going out to the lake every ten
days to count and learn about the birds. She
says, "Everyone should see this, but too many
people will keep the birds away."

Ann finds time to be a docent at the Natural
History Museum, to volunteer at the Guadalupe
School, and continues to contribute her knowl-
edge and skills to protect and teach about the
beautiful wildness of Utah. O

Save Our Canyons is grateful
to its many business members.
See a list on page 8.

A special thanks go to Petzl America
and to their Marketing Director,
John Evans, an enthusiastic
and active member
of Save Our Canyons’ Advisory Board.

Petzl America will be featured
in our next newsletter
as one in a new series of articles -
on local businesses
that actively support
the mission of Save Oour Canyons.

WWW.Saveourcanyons.org




John Worlock,
the mellow voice of
Save Our Canyons.

KRCL Radio-
~ SOC'S WASATCH
ENVIRONMENTAL UPDATE

Every Tuesday afternoon at 4:30 pm, thanks to
community radio KRCL (90.9 FM), John Wor-
lock presents Save Our Canyons’ Wasatch Envi-
ronmental Update program. These are short and
pithy programs of current interest to all of us who
live near the Wasatch mountains and depend on
them for watershed, recreation, or business.

Since last July when this program began John
has mulled and editorialized over drought, wil-
derness, the proposed Shoshone ATV Trail, oppor-
tunities for volunteers to help the Forest Service
in trail maintenance and clean up in Wasatch
wilderness, Powder Mountain development plans,
Yucca Mountain, Days Fork vandalism, Snow-
bird’s Hidden Peak structure, greed, autumn in
the Wasatch, the Legacy Highway, FAA flight

route plans, Initiative One, Election Day, Wa-
satch Powderbird Guides, the Ski Area Scorecard,
Triumphs and Celebrations, Peace and Wilder-
ness, New Year’s Resolutions, USFS - NEPA by-
pass, Alta’s development plan revisions, Provo
Canyon controversies, Ski Industry dilemmas,
West Valley Trax, Privatization of Forest Service
public services.

There is plenty more to come.

So listen in on Tuesdays at 4:30 in the middle
of Drive Time program on KRCL (90.9 FM) to
have your curiosity piqued, your blood boiled,
your spirits lifted, and to better appreciate what
is at stake in managing resource uses in the Wa-
satch Range. O

time is precious.

Outings:

scheduled for August 2003.

SO0C Announcements

REMEMBER TO RENEW YOUR YEARLY DUES. It saves the money it costs SOC to send
reminders. Please remember also that we send out all renewal notices just once a
year at the end of January. This saves us money since we can use bulk mail and
since it simplifies the process — remember we have just two staff members and staff

Now Available

ONLINE PAYMENTS. You are now able to renew your membership or make an
additional donation through saveourcanyons.org . Click on “Join Us.”

Calendar of Activities

Annual Party: April 26™ 7:00 pm at Squashworks. Our Anniversary Party last
year was a great success so mark this year’s date on your calendar.

Bill Parry’s Annual Geology Hike and Bill Gray’s Annual Botany Hike are

Photography Hike. Sometime in late September/early October Alexis Kelner will
lead an afternoon photography hike to the vicinity of Twin Peaks above the Avenues.

’
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SOC is delighted to announce
that Ted Wilson, former Salt
Lake City Mayor, and current
Director of the University of
Utah’s Hinckley Institute of
Politics has agreed to serve on
the Save our Canyons
Advisory Board. Ted has
shown, over and over again,

his great love for the Wasatch.

He has written eloquently

_ about these mountains, has

climbed and skied them, and
knows nooks and crannies as
well as secret powder slopes.

As Salt Lake City mayor,
he played a key role in getting
important lands in Little
Cottonwood Canyon into
public ownership.

While serving as Mayor he
persuaded the Director of Salt
Lake City’s Water
Department to abandon the

Ted Wilson practices a
mountaineering technique on Pete’s
Rock above Wasatch Boulevard.

department’s early
opposition to creation of the
Lone Peak Wilderness.
Without the support of
watershed management

officials wilderness
designation for the area would
not have been possible. He
also helped in creation of
other Wasatch Front
wilderness areas.

His distinguished career
and his intimate knowledge of
the problems and
opportunities presented by an
urban-mountain interface
qualify him uniquely to help
SOC fulfill its dedication to
protection the beauty and

~ wildness of the Wasatch

canyons, mountains and
foothills. Ted has long been a
member and supporter of SOC
and we welcome him to his
new and more intimate
relationship with the
organization. Thanks, Ted,
for being willing to serve.

Thanks to the tireless efforts of our
volunteer "webmeisters" Walt Haas
and Stephen Mossbarger, Save Our
Canyon's website is undergoing some
changes. We are cleaning house,
pruning dead links, and adding new
material. Perhaps the most noticeable
change is the addition of a new online
personal payment capability using
PayPal®. This is the same online
payment system used by e-bay and
many other internet retail and service
providers. PayPal subscriptions are
free and easy, and enable you to safely
and securely make or receive personal
payments online with any other Pay-
Pal member--whether an individual or
a participating organization--long af-
ter your payment to Save Our Can-
yons.
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The bottom line; of course, is that

" SOC members may now renew annual

memberships or make donations di-
rectly online! Go to the "Join Us" page
and check it out! Another benefit that
will be available soon is the ability to
purchase SOC merchandise right from
our website. For example, Bill Gray's
beautiful Cyberflora CD (reviewed in
this newsletter) will be available for
online purchase, along with SOC T-
shirts, prints, and other items as they
become available.

As we continue to improve the web-
site, please feel free to make sugges-
tions as to what you would like to see.
We want to make sure that the web-
site is a useful resource and tool for

our members. — ToMm HALE, SOC’s Executive
Director

www.saveourcanyons.org




Accounting
Stephanie Petersen

Sharon Mangelson

Adopt A Highway Leader
Julia Hendrian

Advisory Board
Maile Buker

2002 Volunteer Activities

Without the caring generosity of these dedicated folks
Save Our Canyons would not exist

Tom Stephens -
Amy Wicks

David Witherspoon
John Worlock

Ron Younger

Bonanza Flats
Development

Kirk Flannigan

John Evans ‘
Ted Wilson Gale Dick
Annual Meeting and 30th ~ Cartoonists
Anniversary Party John Erikson
David Wertz: Food Coordinator Jeff Mauger
Howie Garber: Posters
Gale Dick County Issues
John Worlock Dave Carrier
Randy Smith Tom Stephens
Jen Seabury John Johnson
Gayle Parry
Randy Brown Data Base
Ann Dick Steve Mossbarger
Bill Parry
Anne Parry Earth Day - 2002
Wes Odell Brian Poulson (intem)
Liz Davis Brienne Bateman
Bruce Grable John Worlock
Sarah Ellis Sander Lazar
Tom Stephens
Cathy King FAA Route Change
Bill King David Witherspoon
Dan Schmidt Dave Carrier
Tim Sleeper Neil Hartis
Stephanie Tonin Nancy Pfeifer
Parker Smith Fred Staff
Beatniks Benefit Concert Bill King
for Fighting Powder ..
Mountain Development Am%g
Brad Wheeler lan Brandt
Miles Moore
Stefan Medeiros

) Harper’s Qu
s ot e
Matt Guymon Tom Stephens '
Dan Error Jeff Appel (Jeff and Jennifer do
[ason Sawyer not want their names posted
Chris Phillion j‘:rm?;rgzme
Bill Parker and Heidi Harwood .
Amy Wicks Hikes

Bill Gray-Botany

Board of Trustees Bill Parry-Geology
Gale Dick - President
Alexis Kelner Interns
John Johnson Sarah Ellis
Bill King Leslie Lemon
Gayle Parry

www.saveourcanyons.org

Mailings

Liz Davis

Bruce Grable

Liz Beckstrand
Rachael Beckstrand
David Johnson
Jennifer Van Grevenhof
Phil Gardner

Bryan Lench
Robinnett Joos
Jennifer Burley
Cathy King

Bill King

Sancly Smith

Cheryl Franklin

Newsletter Editor
Alexis Kelner
Volunteer: Karla Kelner

Newsletter Distribution
Team

Randy Brown

Liz Davis

Kirk Flannigan
Julia Hendrian
Gayle Parry

Nancy Pfeifer

Lisa Smith

Lee Benneut
Melanie Soelberg
Sandy White

Note Walkingshaw
John Worlock

Office

Sarah Ellis

Leslie Lemon

Brian Poulsen
Stephanie Petersen
Jenny Porcher

Olympics

Micaela Mossbarger
leff Mauger

Wes Odell

Ivan Weber

Rick Reese

Ben Tettlebaum
Sharon Mangelson
Bob Woody

Ann O’Connell
Ron Younger

Gale Dick

Gayle Parry

Angie Steimle

Ann Wechsler

Tom Berggren
Joro Walker
Jock Glidden
Joyce Maughan

Powder Mountain
Amy Wicks
Sander Lazar

President and Full Time
Volunteer
Gale Dick

Radio — KRCL
John Worlock
David Wertz

Ski Area Scorecard
Jonathan Murakami
Amanda Parker-Ford
Scout Christensen

Tablings
SEPT. 14, 2002 AVENUES

FESTIVAL
Leslie Lemon
Gavin Noyes
Randy Brown
Sandy White
Sander Lazar
Kimber Splan

REDFEST - UOF U - SEPT. 18,
2002

Sander Lazar

Chad Hoffman

Alicia Toney

BLACK DIAMOND SKI SWAP,
Ocr. 19, 2002

Julia Hendrian

Neil Harris

Andrew McLean Fund
Raiser, November 14,
2002

Dan Schmitt

Neil Harris

Bill King

Cathy King

Nancy Pfeiffer

Website
Walt Haas
Stephen Mossbarger

Wasatch Powderbird

Guides Permit Renewal
David Witherspoon-leader

Neil Harris

Nancy Pfeifer

Fred Smith

Fred Staff

Bill King

Water ls,sues
Wes Odell
Bill Parry

Wilderness Volunteers

SUNDAY, JUNE 9, 2002
Wilderness Ranger Training
Kate Bradshaw

Spencer Stejskal

Bryan Allen

Justin Martin

Kurt Becker

SATURDAY, JUNE 29, 2002
‘WILDERNESS RANGER TRAINING
Nancy Pfeifer

Alexis Kelner

Julia Hendrian

Randy Smith

SATURDAY, JuLy 20
Alexis Kelner
Larry Swanson

SUNDAY, AUGUST 18
Nancy Pfeifer
Spencer Stejskal
Alexis Kelner

Julia Hendrian

Randy Smith

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
David Andrenyak

Cheryl Hart

Rich Hoffman

Milt Hollander

Alexis Kelner

Sander Lazar

Jared Rich

Steve Roens

Larry Swanson

Ron Younger

VYolunteer Coordinator

Gayle Parry
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Business Portrait

(0 Black Diamond

lack Diamond is a Salt Lake City-based com-

pany involved with all aspects of gear design,
development, testing and manufacturing for
climbing and backcountry skiing. It is employee-
owned and many of the employees are hardcore
climbers and backcountry skiers who use the
equipment they help to design. That is only part
of the picture, however. Black Diamond's Mission
Statement states that, "Black Diamond is com-
mitted to championing the preservation of, and
access to, mountain and crag environments." In
addition, their employees volunteer for organiza-
tions with goals similar to those of Save Our Can-
yons. One of those employees is Andrew McLean.

Andrew is not only a gear designer for Black
Diamond but also a world-renowned mountaineer
and backcountry skier who makes his living in
Utah. He recently donated his time for the benefit
of Save Our Canyons by conducting a slide show
presenting his kite-skiing expedition to Baffin
Island to a sell out crowd. This tremendous slide
show generated some new members and some
much-needed financial support for SOC.

Another Black Diamond employee who donates
to Save Our Canyons is Maile Buker, the Mar-
keting Director for Black Diamond. Maile has
recently joined the Advisory Board of SOC. She is
a person who shares her wealth of connections
within the Wasatch community and expert advice

on communications. Her willingness to put in
time and energy to help SOC grow and be suc-
cessful has been wonderful. Maile describes her-
self as a "behind the scenes kinda gal.” She says,
"I've been known to get out in the backcountry a
bit. It's why I moved here!” She also moved to
Utah to, "work for the best climbing/backcountry
ski gear company on the planet and experience
the greatest snow on earth. What more could a
wahine that grew up in Hawaii ask for?"

On March 15th, Black Diamond is hosting the
first annual BLACK DIAMOND POWDER KEG, a
Wasatch backcountry ski race that starts in Little
Cottonwood Canyon and ends in Big Cottonwood
Canyon. This ski race will traverse through some
of the beautiful backcountry of the Wasatch
Mountains. It will showcase some of what our
beloved mountains have to offer. Please support
Black Diamond either by entering the race or by
volunteering your time. To enter, visit the Black
Diamond Store or Patagonia Outlet or go to
www.active.com. You can volunteer by calling 801-
365-5522. When shopping at the Black Diamond
Store, please thank their employees for their tre-
mendous support of Save Our Canyons. The Wa-
satch Mountains thank Black Diamond and their
employees.0

Thank You SOC Business Members

Listed below are businesses that supported Save Our Canyons over this past year. We
encourage SOC members to reward these enterprises with their patronage.
When you visit their establishments,
please, thank their personnel for supporting Save Our Canyons.

Attorneys Jeff Appel and Jennifer Crane
Black Diamond
Boulder Mountain Lodge
Brewvies
Gastronomy
IME
Ken Sanders Rare Books
Oasis Café
Patagonia
Q Street Gallery

REI
Sage’s Café
Squashworks
The Pub at Trolley Square
Uinta Brewing Co.
Vortex Packs
Wasatch Touring
Wild Oats
Wild Rose
Xmission
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@ne of the United States’ most accomplished
mountaineers, Conrad Anker is quick to share
his grandmother’s view regarding his occupation,
“It seems like a trivial thing for a man to do with
his life,” she quipped. Conrad is the first to agree
that it may be trivial, but climbing has taught
him many important lessons.

You missed a magical evening if you missed
Conrad Anker’s benefit slide show at the Hilton
on January 30"™. It was an evening filled with
beautiful images and human stories of inhuman
efforts.

One of Utah’s favored sons, Conrad was wel-
comed back to speak about his climbing adven-
tures on some of the world’s most rugged and pre-
cipitous peaks, but those attending received much
more than that. As SOC board member, John
Johnson, indicated during Conrad’s introduction,
he is a man of passion and someone people just
want to be with.

Starting with his recent trip to Antarctica
(completed only days - before) and extending
through to his climbs in the Himalayas and Paki-
stan’s Karakoram, Conrad shared a deep caring
and understanding of the landscapes and cultures
he has visited. Attendees were treated with both
a view of the desolate and fragile beauty of Ant-
arctica and a description of how the polar ice
mass drives the earth’s weather patterns.

mrad Anker's S0C BEnGHR s, rom s

Just as inspiring as his heart-stopping climbs
and the exquisite beauty of these remote lands
were the stories of the people he met and his love
for them. He told of a time when he purchased 20
dollars worth of pencils and paper notebooks for
the local village school children. Their delight
with the gifts was made more poignant by the re-
alization that they normally scratched their les-
sons using white rocks on slate tablets.

Climbing, to Conrad, is a very personal and
human pursuit. Several times he contrasted
climbs that he termed mere “engineering feats”
with climbs that relied more on human strength,
endurance and will. He obviously favors the lat-
ter. Conrad referred to his own achievements
modestly and pointed repeatedly to his climbing
partners and his admiration for their ability and
tenacity.

Perhaps the one thing that most people walked
away with was a solid sense of Conrad’s environ-
mental ethic and the need for our responsible
stewardship of the earth.

Beyond a brief political commentary on current
events, he spoke of the importance of global issues
and taking an active role in the future of our
world. His concerns are heartfelt as is his love for
the Wasatch. This is why Save Our Canyons was
delighted to have Conrad volunteer his time to
benefit our efforts here at home.

And, that’s not trivial at all. O

Chuck Denwalt
Gale and Ann Dick
Phyllis Geldzahler
James Gilpin
Roxane Googin
Kenneth and Kate Handley
Brooke Hopkins
John O. & Janice Johnson Crofts
David Koenig
The Wasatch Mountain Club
Clay Northrup

Particularly Generous Boners To Save Qur Ganyons

Everyone who cares for the Wasatch mountain range and understands what is at stake
in the preservation of its wildness and resources owes a special thank-you to these
particularly generous donors to Save Our Canyons. As always, we thank our many
donors, members, and volunteers who make the work of SOC possible.

Ned Peterson
Christopher G. Reveley
Walter P. Shyluk
Suzanne Stensaas
Thomas B. and Mauritia Stephens
Camille Pierce and Steve Glaser
Margaret Swenson
Barbara Tanner
William Thompson
Yvonne Willey

Www.saveourcanyons.org
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Suhdivision Road Approved hy County
— SOC Contemplates Legal Action -

By Tom Stephens

Board of Adjustment approved, by a three

to two vote, fourteen variance requests
made by a local developer, Terry Diehl. Diehl,
through his real estate development company,
Wasatch Pacific, has ambitions to develop the flat
Bonneville Shoreline area that sits at the mouth,
on the north side, of Big Cottonwood Canyon.
This area is most readily recognizable as the land
that is partially used by a gun club and sits just
above the quarry operations at the mouth of the
canyon, His proposed subdivision access road
would zigzag up the steep hillside just east of the
water treatment plant.

The problem with this road location is that it
violates fourteen separate development standards
found in Salt Lake County’s Foothills and Can-
yons Overlay zoning ordinances (FCOZ). The
FCOZ ordinances were enacted in 1999 specifi-
cally to discourage developments of this type and
location. It is the responsibility of Salt Lake
County Board of Adjustment to hear and decide
upon applications for variances to the County’s
zoning ordinances. In most local jurisdictions in
the United States, Diehl’s application would have
been rejected immediately and labeled as an
audacious attempt to avoid the most basic and
fundamental development standards. In fairness
to the two dissenting board members, they are to
be congratulated and thanked for their “no” votes.

It is safe to say, and without exaggeration, that
this proposed road design and prominent location
at the mouth of Big Cottonwood Canyon, creates a
disturbingly bad precedent for the integrity and
future enforcement of the FCOZ ordinance and
the Wasatch Canyons Master Plan. With the
Board of Adjustment’s approval of the fourteen
variance requests, it will be virtually impossible
for the Board to turn down similar future re-
quests. This decision is especially bad insofar as
the Wasatch mountains are concerned, as twenty
percent of their land mass is privately owned.
Much of this land has access problems, making it
difficult or impossible to develop—or at least until
this particular Board of Adjustment decision.
Current zoning standards prohibit (unless a vari-
ance is approved by the Board of Adjustment) the
building of access roads to much of this undevel-
oped property, as these roads would violate many
of the FCOZ ordinance development standards.

On February 19, 2003 The Salt Lake County
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By approving the Diehl application for fourteen
variances to the zoning ordinances, the Board of
Adjustment, for all practical purposes, obliterated
these development standards. A precedent has
been set. All future applicants for variances can
now point to the Diehl decision and demand their
variance requests receive the same favorable
treatment. »

SOC had not been standing around idly.
Knowledgeable SOC members attended two
Board of Adjustment meetings on this subject,
testified and submitted a detailed eleven page let-
ter that explained why the Board of Adjustment
should not approve Diehl’s application for the
fourteen variances. This letter argued that it was
virtually impossible for the Board of Adjustment
to legally approve these variance requests, -espe-
cially after reasonable and informed analysis of
the variances requested, .the FCOZ ordinance
provisions impacted, the Wasatch Canyons Master
Plan and the five criteria that need to be satisfied
before each variance can be approved.

Fundamentally, the reason it is impossible le-
gally to approve the variance requests is that five
specific criteria must be satisfied for each request.
With fourteen variance requests, and with five
criteria needing to be met for each variance, the
Board of Adjustment must substantiate a total of
seventy findings of fact before it can legally grant
the variance requests. The inability to find an af-
firmative fact for any one of the fourteen variance
requests should have doomed Diehl’s road project,
as all fourteen variances are necessary to allow
for the construction of this subdivision access
road. During the Board of Adjustment’s February
19 meeting, at which it approved all fourteen
variance requests, the Board provided no findings
of fact to support the legitimacy of its decision.

Salt Lake County’s Development Services
planning staff strongly recommended denial of
Diehl’s application. The County’s transportation
engineer, geologist and grading specialist all ex-
press severe reservations as the wisdom of al-
lowing the construction of a road on such a steep
hillside.

The Salt Lake County planning staff stated, in
its December 18, 2002 analysis, that none of the
five criteria for justifying a variance had been met
for any of the requested variances. The County
planning staff's language recommending denial

www.saveourcanyons.org




was strong and direct. There was no ambiguity in
its recommendation for denial.

What is the next step? Given the seriousness of
this issue, it is unlikely SOC can dismiss this bad
outcome as another minor skirmish in the battle
to preserve the Wasatch from development. The
Board of Adjustment’s decision can only be ap-
pealed through litigation. A suit challenging the
legality of the Board decision is SOC’s only re-
course, other than to simply walk away from this

issue. SOC understands the seriousness of legal
action, its costs and consequences. Whether or not
SOC will engage in litigation will be reviewed
carefully. '
Needless to say, SOC’s ability to sue will de-
pend on whether we can raise the money needed
to undertake legal action. EXPECT AN APPEAL
LETTER. HELP US FIGHT THIS APPROVAL. O

Status on Sait Lake County’s Appeal
of SOC’s Harpers Quarry Lawsuit Win

By Tom Stephens

s stated in the fall newsletter, Salt Lake

County Mayor Nancy Workman recently made
the decision to appeal, to the State Appellate
Court District Court, Judge Sandra Peuler’s
Summary Judgement (August 2002) in favor of
Save Our Canyons as respects the Harper Exca-
vating quarry operation in Parley’s Canyon and
Salt Lake County’s failure to follow its own stat-
utes.

This whole matter first mamfested itself. when
Harper Excavating, Inc. made application for a
conditional use permit to expand its quarry op-
eration in Parley’s Canyon from 11.5 acres to 62.5
acres. SOC was involved in the County decision-
maklng process at the County Planning Commis-
sion and County Board of AdJustment level. In
both cases, these county bodies ruled in favor of
allowing Harper to expand its quarry operation.
Only after exhausting all administrative remedies
did SOC sue the County.

In Third District Court, SOC’s attorneys, Jen-
nifer Crane and Jeff Appel of Ray Quinney & Ne-
beker, had argued convincingly that the Salt Lake
County Planning Commission and Salt Lake
County Board of Adjustment failed to follow
County statutes during their deliberations to de-
termine whether or not Harper Excavating should
be allowed to expand its quarry operations.

Judge Peuler’s decision made it clear that
these Salt Lake County administrative bodies had
indeed failed miserably in their fiduciary respon-

sibility to faithfully follow and work within its:

statutes.

Judge Peuler did not rule that Harper Exca-
vating would be forever barred from expanding its
quarry operations at the contested site. Rather,
her decision simply stated that the County failed
to follow its own ordinances during the process
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leadmg up to the approval of the quarry expan-
sion.

There were two tangible results that arose
from the judge’s decision. The first is that the
Harper quarry expansion was shut down due to
the-County decision-making process being flawed,
consequently making the conditional use permit
allowing the quarry expansion void. Harper can
still quarry. at its previously disturbed site. Sec-
ondly, the County learned a valuable lesson in the
importance of following its own statutes.

Why the County is appealing is not at all clear.
All Judge Peuler did was tell the County to work
within the constraints and legal boundaries of its
own statutes. A district court.decision does not set

" precedent, or, in other words, become case law.

An appellate court decision in favor of SOC, on
the other hand, is precedent setting. A precedent-
setting court case against the County promises to
be used by future plaintiffs to support their legal
arguments against the County in future litigation
over related issues. - .

SOC, of course, could lose at the appellate
court level. Odds are on SOC’s side because ap-
proximately 90% of the district court decisions are
upheld by the Appellate Court. Also, SOC and its
attorneys (Jeff Appel and Jennifer Crane) feel
that SOC’s legal arguments and 'Judge Peuler’s
decision are fundamentally sound.

The most recent ‘event 'in this on-going drama
is that the Appellate Court requires the parties to
attempt to mediate their differences, to come to
an agreement both parties can live with and thus
avoid the costly and time-consuming appeal proc-
ess. A mediation méeting was held in January
and some interesting possibilities for common
agreement were broached. Since this mediation
process is confidential in nature, no details can be
given at this point in time. Stay tuned a
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Snowmobiler “high marks”

terrain in Cardiff Fork.

National Forest lands in Cardiff

are closed to snowmobiles.

The Good, the Bad, the Ugly,
- and the Ludicrous

Good: The Forest Service has filed misde-
meanor complaints against a Davis County land-
owner and a bulldozer operator for illegally con-
structing an ATV access road on Forest Service
land in the vicinity of Mueller Park, near Bounti-
ful. Go! Get ‘EM!

Good: Officials at the Salt Lake District
Ranger’s office recently stated that they will soon
press charges against individuals who illegally
bulldozed a road into upper Day’s Fork las
autumn. :

Good: No News Is Good News on the loooooong-
awaited Wasatch-Cache National Forest’s Forest
Plan.

Bad: The whine of the illegal snowmobiling con-
tinues in 2003. Cardiff is once again being as-
saulted by private property owners and their
friends. And the Forest Service seems to be pow-
erless to abate the nuissance. Shame!!!

Bad: A new phenomenon has just come under
SOC's radar. An SOC member skiing in Willow
Heights ericountered a snowmobiler parking his
machine across the highway from Solitude on a
cabin road. The two stroke rider with ski boots
already on, pulled skis off of his shiny yellow ma-
chine and bragged, "Not much traffic in the can-
yon this morning." Curiosity revealed that he
lives in Park City, but was meeting friends to ski
at Solitude. Twenty minutes on his snowmobile
over Guardsmans Pass sure beats 2 hours with
traffic in his SUV. Illegal? Possibly.

Bad: Everyone’s heart is filled with angst as we
await the Forest Service’s Draft Environmental
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Imapct Statement on Wasatch Powderbird
Guides, the Wasatch-Cache’s Special Use permit-
tee that has had more public and agency com-

“plaints filed against it than against all other for-

est permittees combined.

Bad: We'’re all paying twice to use our publically
owned national forest lands. First, we pay federal
taxes for management of national forests. Sec-
ond, we pay “use fees” to picnic or camp or to
drive on tax-funded forest highways. Ongoing
privatization of Forest Service and National
Parks facilities is encountering many objections.

Ugly: Against advice of County planners the
Salt Lake County’s Board of Adjustment recently
approved an 80 ft. high retaining wall for a pro-
posed roadway leading to a developer’s property
at the mouth of Big Cottonwood Canyon. The
County’s Foothills and Canyons Overlay Zone
(FCOZ) ordinance prohibits retaining walls
higher than 6 ft.

Ludicrous: There is a lavish advertising spread
for The Canyons resort on pages 66 and 67 of the
November.2002 issue of SKIING. Opposite a sen-
sational aerial photo of skiers backed by the
Dromedary, Sunrise, Twin Peaks massif is the
text: “You saw it on NBC’s Today. You're seeing it
in a magazine. But you haven’t seen anything un-
til you've skied it.” The implication of the ad is
that by going to The Canyons, you will have ready
access to this particular powder slope.

How long would it take to get from the resort
to the spot pictured?

Probably a day’s worth of driving and strenu-
ous climbing on skins. Maybe less for Bob
Athey.0
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Next time you do a 6:00 a.m.
"dawn patrol"” ski tour up Big
Cottonwood Canyon take notice
of another skier who is
exercising before work, enjoying
the glorious beauty of the
Wasatch. You will be able to
pick him out because he wears
shorts and a muscle T-shirt,
skis under a spotlight while the
night is still dark, and doesn't
leave the edge of the highway
near Silver Fork.

Strange way to ski, you may
think. He enjoys the scenery of

“Hrst Tracks”

the Wasatch from the comfort of
bay windows in his four story
glass-clad cabin in the woods.
He trudges through imaginary
snow on the stationary wheels
of his Nordic Trak treadmill.
Vaughan Williams’ Sinfonia
Antarctica, played on his
surround-sound music system,
adds to his mood.

You can almost hear the
morning conversation.

"Wake up honey,” hubby
nudges his wife. “It's a glorious
morning with two feet of fresh

powder. I'm going skiing
upstairs, to take it all in. Oh, Do
you mind if I throw open one of
the windows during the final 10
minutes of my "mountain
course" workout? That, and a
can of Red Bull really push me
to my limits."

Wifey yawns, slowly rolls
over and calls after him: "Be
sure to clean the floor of any
snow that comes in. And do you
mind handing me the remote
control for the fireplace before
you go... in case I get cold."

Members and staff of Save Our Canyoﬁs extend our condolances
to the families of Frank Moss, Wayne Owens, and Dixon Merrill,

who recently passed away.

The three individuals were strong and persuasive advocates
for the protection of Utah’s public lands.

UTAH’S U.S. SENATOR FRANK MOSS had a long and outstanding record in the protection of
Utah’s wild and scenic frontiers. He fought hard and successfully to establish the
Canyonlands National Park. He helped in establishing the Glen Canyon National Recreation
Area and for the enlargement of Capitol Reef and Arches national monuments.

In September, 1972 Sen. Moss introduced the first bill to establish the Lone Peak Wilderness.
He fought hard against the Forest Service’s opposition to the creation of the wilderness area.

2ND CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE WAYNE OWENS initiated
the first House of Representatives bill to create the Lone Peak Wilderness. During his 1972
campaign for Congress Wayne promised to introduce legislation enabling wilderness

designation. Ata public hearing before a Senate subcommittee he stated that “a great majority
of acreage in the Wasatch Front is already being used for high density recreational purposes”
and justified creation of the Wilderness as “an attempt to restore balance to the development of
our mountains.” Wayne’s advocacy for environmental balance and protection of Utah’s
‘ wildlands extended far beyond the Wasatch Front.

DIXON MERRILL was a long-time worker for the environmental integrity of the Wasatch
mountains. Dixon was a tireless advocate for wise planning of development, especially in Big
Cottonwood Canyon. He was a strong supporter of Save Our Canyons. We owe thanks not
only to Dixon but to his friends and family for their memorial contributions to SOC. His
absence will be keenly felt.

www.saveourcanyons.org
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Increasmgly, the people of the West are struggling to protect their vision of what the West
should be. Political conflicts over parks and public lands, water rights, American Indian lands,
and wildlife have become more intense as the stakes grow higher. Disagreements over clear-
cutting, desert lands grazing, endangered species, and uses of public land protracted national and
even international conflicts. It seems that everyone has an opinion about what to do with the
American West

A new institute at the University of Utah offers the opportunity to better understand the
complexity of the many environmental issues in the American West. The Red Rock Institute
was founded on the principle that environmental conflicts cannot be resolved without a
fundamental understanding of what is.at stake. The Red Rock Institute offers classes that delve
into the environmental and social issues of the American West, with a focus on Utah. Each class
includes a field component that takes students to the contested areas of Utah. These classes are
open to students, people who teach environmental classes, work in environmental fields, or have
an interest in environmental issues; and provide each student with a quality learning experience
while also traveling to some of the most scenic landscapes on the planet.

Each summer the Red Rock Institute offers classes that last three weeks. Classes are on the
University of Utah campus and are taught by university professors. The first two weeks of class
consist of lectures, guest speakers, and short field trips. The third week of class is a field trip to
southern Utah, where students will have an opponunlty to meet with individuals directly
involved in environmental issues. '

This summer the Institute will bffef two classes that address environmental policy and American
Indian policy. Students will earn a total of 6 credit hours for both courses. The courses will run
from June 30 - July 20.

PuBLic LANDS PoLIcY: This course will focus on the continued political conflicts over
wilderness designation, the establishment of new national monuments and parks, public lands
grazing and timber leases, and recreation on public lands. Instructor: Prof. Dan McCool

AMERICAN INDIAN PoLICY: This course will provide an understanding of the history and
development of American Indian reservations, tribal sovereignty, and current conflicts over

fishing and hunting and water rights, gaming, and reservation land use. Instructor: Prof. Greg
Smoak.

The deadline for admissions is April 15, 2003. Class size is limited to 30 students, please
register early. For more information or to register, visit:

www.redrockinstitute.utah.edu
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In December 2002, after
years of photography, writing, thought, orgamzatlon
and computer hassles, Bill Gray has released his Cy-

‘berflora™ Plants of the Central Wasatch Front, A

photographic library with descriptions and keys.

It might very well be the most beautiful and var-
ied wildflower guide ever produced. Gray’s idea was
to photograph as many of the 1140 known plant spe-
cies of the central Wasatch as he could and to orga-
nize these pictures in a way useful to both amateurs
and experts. This he has done and the result is
available on a CD that can be used on either PC or
Macintosh computers. It is a dramatically new way
to develop and present a field guide and will surely
be followed by many others.

Don’t be intimidated by the fact that this is a
computer thing. It is easy to use and a delight for
both eye and mind. A few hints on getting started.

Put the CD into your computer and really follow
the instructions in the READ ME file that will ap-
pear on your screen. This will get the whole Cyber-
flora program installed on your computer. Then
double-click on the Wasatch Flora icon in the Wa-
satch Flora v. 1. Folder and you're off and running.

The first thing that will appear on your screen
will be a randomly selected photo, one among some
2500 now at your finger tips. Guess what it is and
check yourself out by clicking the photo. If you are
like me, you were probably wrong. Oh well, no mat-
ter! Chck “continue” and you are ready to .go; You
are on the “Main Choices” page with a number of at-
tractive choices available.

To do the equivalent of thumbing through the
beautiful pictures in a wildflower field guide, click on
the blue “Plant List” rectangle. You will find a huge
list of 1140 species on your screen, arranged alpha-
betically by Latin family names. Don’t worry; you
don’t need to know them, although, as you play with
this program, you’ll learn some of them in spite of
yourself. In this list you'll find a column “Show
Minis” with little blue buttons containing numeral.
Click one with a numeral in it and you’ll find several
pictures of the species chosen on your screen. Click
on any one of these to get a big screen-filling picture.

You can move about among the big pictures by
clicking the little numbered panels on the left. You
can find out where and when the picture was taken
by clicking “Photo Data”. To get back to the full sized

pictures from the Photo Data page, click “Full”.

WWW.saveourcanyons.org

New CD depicts and describes Wasatch flora

Cyberﬂora ™ Plants
of the Central Wasatch Front

A CD by BILL GRAY..

There is a little green card button on the left. Click it
to get an informal description of the plant, often with
interesting facts concerning range and time of
blooming. The pink card buttons are for pros and
have the full botanical run-down from Arnow, Albee,

and Wyckoff’s classic and out-of-print Flora of the
Central Wasatch, Utah.

The “list” button takes you back to the species list.
You can spend many happy hours just browsing this
wonderful compilation and picture gallery. Look, for
example, at the exquisite Common Yampa (number
38 on the list) among the Apiaceae. Check out num-
ber 339, the Nuttall Sandwort or number 386, the
dreaded and invasive Halogeton.” Or number 523 the .

- wonderful Steer’s Head. You won’t want to stop.

. Here’s something else that’s pretty nifty: You re-
member that there’s a plant with the word “lady”
somewhere in its name. Lady fingers? Lady slip-
pers? You can’t remember. OK, try this. Go back to
that Main Choices page by clicking the 4 button in
the lower left. Click, this time, on “name”. Put the
word lady in the Common Name Slot, having first
put the flashing cursor there. Voila! You have five
species with “lady” in their names.

Finally, you will enjoy looking at “description”,
which you can click on that Main Choices page. Here
you can do a sort of “plant key for dummies”, the
dummies being about 99.5% of us. You have seen a
flower and you remember just a little about it. What
shape was the flower? You click “Round”. How many
petals? You click “Many”. What color? “Violet”. If
you know what elevation it was seen and in what
month you saw it, you can click on those too. OK
Now click on “Search” and you have six candidates:
asters and fleabanes. The pictures (in this case you:

" have 17 to look at) will help you identify your half-

remembered flower. And next time you are out
walking, you will look a little more carefully at the
flowers you encounter. With a little experimentation,
you will find that you can tap these wonderful re-
sources with ease.

Cyberflora™ Plants of the Central Wasatch Front,
A photographic library with descriptions and keys is
available for sale from Save Our Canyons. Call Lisa
at 363-SAVE and order one now. The price is $25
plus $2 for mailing. Thanks to Bill Gray, a generous
portion of the price goes to support Save Our Can-

yons, if you purchase the CD through SOC. Call Lisa

at 363-SAVE and order one now. — Gale Dick
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