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President's Message

The

secrecy

Has To Stop

Six months ago a bombshell exploded in the

State of Utah In April it was revealed that

Governor Mike Leavitt and Interior

Secretary Gale Norton had agrei d on A process
whereby the Federal Government would

acquiesce to the State of Utah's so-called

RS 2477 claims to a vast number of highway
rights-of-way on federal lands throughout Utah
This was the bombshell The Utah Attorney
General's office sent maps of all the potential

claims to the Department of the I fiterior in June
2000 but they were made public only three years
later If tl-ds process is an example of en libra

give us old-fashioned smoke filled rooms
What has happened since the explosion
There has been much confusion and

speculation in the last six months fueled in great
measure by the extraordinary secrecy surround
the agreement This has been particularly true in

Salt Lake County
First of all what roads are being claimed in

Salt Lake County That's hard to say There
were 15 claims by the county in September 2000
But the map sent to Interior earlier in June 2000
had scores and scores of potential claims in the

county many of them absurd a road to the

saddle south of the peak of Mt Olympus See
a map at SOC's web site under RS 2477
Nobody is willing to fess up to adding the
incredible number of additional claims Then
rumors began to circulate about a list of some 9

more Salt Lake County claims in Big Cott6 nwood
Canyon in addition to the original fifteen

County government officials are forbidden by
theUtah Attorney General's office to reveal the

identity of these additional county claims but the

list has been easy to find and reportedly includes

Willow Heights Honeycomb Canyon Silver

Fork Mill D North and Mill D South Cardiff

Fork Mineral Fork and Days Fork Highways

in any of these canyons would be threats to the

Salt Lake watershed to wildlife and to non
motorized recreational use of the Wasatch

The RS 2477 claims in the Wasatch have of

course nothing to do with Gale Norton or the

Department of the Interior They are on Forest
Service lands and are under the Department of

Agriculture A Utah Governor's Office

spokesman has assured the Salt Lake County
Council however th at once Utah has settled

matters with the BLM Forest Service lands will

be next

What purpose is served by all the secrecy
Or for that matter what public purpose is

served by making the claims at all There is little

mystery about the purpose of the claims They
stymie the long-standing efforts to create

congressionally designated Wilderness Areas in

most of the qualifying lands of Utah In that

sense the claims amount to a state land grab of

federal lands

As to the secrecy It certainly has the effect of

preventing public participation in decisions on
the future use of public lands This alone is

reason enough to lift the veil The secrecy has
also emboldened Kane County officials in their

scofflaw removal of BLM signage of what they
seem to think are already established county
rights-of-way Secrecy also encourages
skullduggery For example it could provide an
opportunity for insider trading if county or state

officials alone knew what roads were going to be

claimed increasing the value of lands made
accessible by these future highways a nice

opportunity to buy at very favorable prices
justice Louis Brandeis once said Sunlight is

the best disinfectant Secret government is

government out of control and open to misuse
The secrecy and confusion have to stop Public

participation must be restored Gale Dick

I i
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DAN SCHMIDT
Supervolunteer

Volunteer Profile

BAN SCHMIDT

Two For the Price of One

By
GAYLEPARRY
Trustee and Volunteer Coordinator

his paper has too much of an environ
mental tone the Economics professorTwrote

across the top of Dan Schmidt's pa
per This wasn't the first or the last time that having
a dual major in Economics and Environmental
Studies led to this kind of a comment Dan says he
chose economics because of a charismatic teacher he

had in an introductory economics class at St Law
rence University He found the subject fascinating
even though it was sometimes in conflict with his

environmental philosophy He had great teachers

in both areas of study and consequently is familiar

with arguments from both the business and envi
ronmental point of view

Dan feels that the business philosophy of always
looking at the short-term health of the financial

bottom line in order to maintain a growing econ

omy leads to bad environmental decisions The

cheapest solution is not always the best solution

Our biggest problem is that not enough people
consider the environment when making business

decisions As far as development goes our culture

dictates that we wait until the last moment to cor
rect obvious problems when it is sometimes too late

and too expensive such as water pollution in Ap
palachia

As for Salt Lake City and our canyons Dan says
Although Salt Lake is beautiful it could be even
better The city has done a poor job of land use

planning There shouldn't be all this sprawl Dan
feels that the biggest area of concern for our can
yons is that there are so many people who want to

use them He worries that someday we will wish

that we had monitored the use more closely ATV
trails real estate development and helicopter use

add up We should always ask ourselves Is what
I'm doing going to hurt the environment Dan
cautions against those who want to protect the

natural world protesting too loudly lest the protests

take the spotlight and not the purpose As an ex
ample he refers to the 2002 World Trade Organiza
tion protests in Canada where the protesters became

disruptive and destructive The message was lost as

the focus became the destructive behavior

Long Island New York was Dan's home for the

first part of his life Later his family moved to Bal

timore Maryland The outdoors has always been

important to him He remembers hiking through
the woods and skiing when he was very young As
he grew up he tried to keep up with his athletic

older brother He feels he eventually did There are

few sports Dan doesn't like doing He enjoys hik

ing rock climbing with his best friend Lisa snow
boarding and has coached lacrosse at the Univer

sity of Utah He now works for Sajam Sports a

sports performance business that promotes all kinds

of sports He also does accounting for another

business

On Valentines Day 1999 Dan first got up the

courage to ask Lisa Smith on a date Cupid's arrow
struck homi and today Dan lives in Salt Lake be
cause of hisJove for Lisa Lisa graduated from St
Lawrence University one year before Dan They
had decided that the location of their home de
pended on whoever got the best job Save Our
Canyons employed Lisa first as our Operations Di
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Gale Dick views devastation to Days Fork trail caused by

illegal
road building

Federal Magistrate Fines

Davs Fork Violators

I
f you have the time you should spend a day in a

Federal Magistrate Judge's court You'll experi

ence drama pathos and comedy an d end up with a

new respect for the legal system At least that was

what happened on August 11 2003 in Judge David

Nuffer's Magistrate Court

Last year on August 10 2002 Cyle Buxton John

Anderson and Scott Mackintosh took a Bobcat a
small bulldozer up Days Pork a side canyon of Big
Cottonwood with its mouth at the Spruces Camp
ground Anderson claims to own a mine claim at

the top of Days Fork Buxton leases some property
in the fork and Mackintosh was the Bobcat opera
tor

I

I

A hiking and biking trail that was formerly a

maximum of 3 feet wide was widened in many
places to 6 or more feet water bars on steep parts of

the trail were destroyed a streambed was bladed

small trees and shrubs were uprooted and shoved

into unsigltly piles big rocks were gouged out and

the soil surface was loosened Most of this damage
extending for about two miles up Days Fork was

inflicted on federal land managed by the Wasatch
Cache National Forest

The road improvers never denied having done

the work and had no permit to do it although they

had been notified that they needed one

This damage to public land was noticed by hik

ers and campers as it was being done Witnesses

who asked the perpetrators what was going on were
told that the road was a private road on private

property and that they the hikers were tres

passing on private land There was an immediate

public outcry and rapid action by Forest Service

rangers and law enforcement officials

After many delays the case finally came to trial

on August 11 The prosecutors had thoroughly

prepared a detailed case calling seven witnesses

and introducing maps and photographs The de
fense called four witnesses the defendants and Salt

Lake County Surveyor Vaughn Butler Butler's tes

timony which was to have raised RS 2477 issues

was disallowed by the judge due to its irrelevance

to the case at hand

Cyle Buxton one of the defendants upon being

asked why he hadn't applied for a permit to do the

work replied that he hadn't done so because he

didn't tl-dnk he would be given one probably not a

very effective defense strategy on his part Nor was

his claim that he had a permit but that it was lost in

a big pile of unsorted papers there in the courtroom
The judge recessed the trial so that the missing per
mit could be found It wasnever produced The

defense attorney claimed that there had in fact been

no damage to public property in spite of photo

graphs and GPS coordinates to the contrary
The judge thought otherwise and fined the de

fendants individually with fines ranging from

1000 to 200 as well as a fee of 1600 to restore the

damaged land He also imposed Bench Probation
which threatens stiffer penalties if any of the defen

dants is convicted of similar violations within the

next three yTars
This is zih important case putting everyone on

notice that the Forest Service will continue to seek

prosecution's to help protect federal lands from un
authorized activities in our National Forests This is

6 Save Our Canyons Autumn 2003 www saveourcanyons org
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Save Our Canyons

The combined SOCI VrMc Wasatch 100 cOrPs

of engineers Give thosefolks the croix de

Guerre
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SOCs Botanv and Geolow Hikes

Bill Gray's 31d Annual Botany Hike On July 26 2003 a large and

interested group joined Bill Gray for his Botany Hike Each

year the theme has been adifferent one this year's theme was

alpine zone flowers

An unannounced change in Snowbird's tram schedules

gave the group time to spend along the spring runoff saturated

section of road on Patsy Marley hill on the road to Albion

Basin The group viewed a tremendous display of plants that

like wet places
After a ride up Snowbird's tram the hiking part started at

the what's left of Hidden Peak and headed along the ridge

toward Baldy above Alta Drought or no drought there was a

great variety of interesting and colorful alpine species along the

way Threatening skies suggested that it would beprudent to

avoid the summit of Baldy
If you go out with Bill you always see something new

something you hadn't been seeing even after years of tramping

around in the Wasatch

Bill ParrYSPAnnUal Geology Hike OnAugust16 2003
thirteen hikers learned about the surprising and counter

intuitive history ofglaciation in the Wasatch Range Intense if

on the human scale slow-paced drama was unfolded before

our eyes as we hiked from Brighton up toward Twin Lakes

Pass and back past Lake Solitude

Looming thunder clouds suggested that the intended visit to

the pass was probably not a very good idea Thanks Bill for

another revealing view of what we thought was a familiar

landscape

Participants Bill and Gayle Parry Alexis Kelner Jim Kucera

Richard Jonas Jeff Waters Sherie Gibson Ann and Gale Dick

Allan Flint Mary Bernedo Benjamin Flint Sadhant Singh

Top photo Mary Bqnado stands above a gnarly tree trunk that after

petrification
zoill be studied during SCIC's 78023 rd Annual Geology

Hike

Left Searchingfor the elusive moon zvort

Bottom Bill Parry explains glaciation at the head of Big Cottonzvood

Canyon

I
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Save Our Canyons Trustees anStqff Back row I to r Tom Stephens Dave Bastian John Worlock

0'ay'le Pa Li9a Smith Gale Dick Front ro'w David Witherspoon John Johnson Bill King Alexis Kelnerrry

Wide Range of BaCkgrounds in Save Our

Canvonsleadership

S ave Our Canyons is a collection of a lot of peo
ple members volunteers of many kinds em

ployees donors and supporting businesses and

foundations Among the volunteers there is a spe
cial group that makes an extraordinary contribution

to the basic decisions guidance day-to-day opera
tions educational activities supervision of special

projects and the organization and recruiting of vol

uhteers These are the members of our Board of

Trustees

They come from a tremendous range of back
rds an insurance specialist a financial plannergrou

a home maker two academics a recent PhD in sta

tistics ayetired BLM range manager an employee
of a child protection agency a store owner and an

historian-graphic artist What they have inauthor

common is a love of the Wasatch The trustees are

unpaid volunteers They don't even get cups of cof

fee at the expense of SOC Most of them aside from

rptirees are tr'ing to make a living raise aa few y

familyI lia ves'ome'sort of social life be good citizens

and even get out to'ski and hike in the Wasatch
wl-dch they so evidently love

You can see the Present board in the accompa
nying picture which was taken on the occasion of

our annual retreat at the cabin of Stan and Rosanne

Crawley up in Big Cottonwood Canyon Thanks

again Stan and Rosanne

We thought that SOC members would be inter

ested to know a little about what this group of peo
ple does Each one has developed his or her own
niche Gayle Parry is our volunteer coordinator

Alexis Kelner is our publications director John
Worlock has taken on our weekly Wasatch Envi

ronmental Update program airing Tuesday after

noons at 430 pin on KRCL Bill King David With

erspoon John Johnson and Tom Stephens have been

involved in many specific issues litigation public

ity membership building and special social events

to name a few Amy Wicks is our representative in

the Ogden'area and the northern Wasatch Ron

Younger has also been active in northern Wasatch

affairs and is an experienced civil servant with a

good deal of knowledge of how government agen
cies work Gale Dick tries to keep up with all of

them and serve as a liaison between the board and

our staff and owith other conservation organizations
The board's range of activities is pretty well

summarized by the agenda for our recent annual

retreat a report on the past year's volunteers pro
grams from Gayle Parry a proposed SOC Trails

Policy by Bill King a discussion of how better to

12 Spve Our Canyons Autumn 2003 www saveourcanyons org
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A large turnout of angry villagers demonstrate

against Salt Lake County's favorable treatment of land developer who received special concessions

that void provisions in the County's Foothills and Canyons Overlay Zone

he Too

The Good the Bad the Ugly

and M11

Good The KEEP IT PURE CAMPAIGN a partnership

between the Department of Public Utilities the

Forest Service and Salt Lake City is designed to

raise awareness about watershed protection in the

mountains and canyons'east of Salt Lake County
To find out more about the campaign contact

ww W keepitpure com

GOOD Ona bli terin hot July 16 afternoon a9
hundred or so SOCmembers'and many east Salt

Lake County residents rillied in protest of Salt

Lake Countys Board of Adjustment flaunting

ordinances aimed at p rote cting the foothills from

over-development Is any one in county

govemment listening They had better do it

UGLY Snowbird is renting ATVs on Hidden Peak

so that people can ram around in Mineral Basin and

Peruvian Gulch The Snowbird Tram now dumps
its passengers in an area full of vehicle clutter dust

stink and racket So much for the glories of nature

UGLY Mountain air and scenery mountain flowers

and streams are evidently not enough for the

amusement of Snowbird's clientele They now
need Alpine Slides and Bungee Jumps Both new
adrenaline attractions are offered for the first time

this summer by Snowbird

Back in 72 Snowbird opened with the oft

proclaimed theme MAN AND NATURE IN

HARMONY IN LITTLE COTTONWOOD CANYON
BAD Our Sierra Club friends in Ogden have

studied the proposea Ogden Ranger District's

proposed travel management plan and not

mincing words pro nounced it to be a horrible

proposal The travel plan promotes and

accommodates ATV recreation at a time when off

road abuses seem ib be rampant The result would

be that motorized recreation would become the

dominant use in about 34 of the District where

there would be essentially no non-motorized trails

OVER THE TOPP Who's the extremist now In a

62203 Letter to the Editor of the Salt Lake Tribtine

Beaver resident Charles Casey M Ross wrote

We need to wake up and remove the power over

our daily lives we have handed to the cacophonous

contradictory conflicting hypocritical henhouse of

bait-and-switch Big Environmentalism before they

bring this country to its knees

14 Save Our Canyons Autumn 2003 www saveourcanyons org
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Beaver Pond in Willow Heights

This magnificent area in upper Big

Cottonwood Canyon was recently

protected from possible development
when the Salt Lake City Public Utilities

De partment purchased the land from

its former owners United Park City

Mines This was only one of the many
purch ases that Salt Lake city has made

through the years in order to protect

our watershed Utah Public Lands and

Save Our Canyons each played a role

in this acquisition The beaver pond in

the picture is next to a beautiful

mountain meadow flanked by a great

aspen'grove Moose ducks and of

course beavers live here and can often

be seen

CITIZENS COMM ITTE E TO

SAVE OUR CANYONS
PO Box 112017

Salt Lake City UT 84147
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