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SOC voluntesrs
rove the Wasatch

Volunteers Jessica Jackson and Julia Hendrian with the
Forest Service’s Joelle Dickson in the back take a momentary
break during trail maintenance work. Hot, thirsty work.
But exceptionally rewarding!




State of Utah. In April it was revealed that

Governor Mike Leavitt and Interior
Secretary Gale Norton had agreed on a process
whereby the Federal Government would
acquiesce to the State of Utah’s so-called
RS 2477 claims to a vast number of “highway
rights-of-way” on federal lands throughout Utah.
.This was the bombshell. The Utah Attorney
General'’s office sent maps of all the potential
claims to the Department of the Interior in June
2000, but they were made public only three years
later. If this process is an example of en libra,
give us old-fashioned smoke filled rooms!

What has happened since the explosion?

There has been much confusion and
speculation in the last six months, fueled in great
measure by the extraordinary secrecy surround
the agreement: This has been particularly true in
Salt Lake County. -

First of all, what roads are being claimed in
Salt Lake County? That's hard to say. There
were 15 claims by the county in September 2000.
But the map sent to Interior earlier in June 2000
had scores and scores of potential claims in the
county, many of them absurd (a road to the
saddle south of the peak of Mt. Olympus!). (See
a map at SOC’s web site under RS 2477.)
Nobody is willing to fess up to adding the
incredible number of additional claims. Then
rumors began to circulate about a list of some 9
more Salt Lake County claims in Big Cottonwood
Canyon, in addition to the original fifteen.
County government officials are forbidden by
the Utah Attorney General's office to reveal the.
identity of these additional county claims but the
list has been easy to find and reportedly includes
Willow Heights, Honeycomb Canyon, Silver
Fork, Mill D North and Mill D South (Cardiff

Six months ago a bombshell exploded in the

- Fork), Mineral Fork, and Days Fork. Highways

President’s Message

in any of these canyons would be threats to the
Salt Lake watershed, to wildlife and to non-
motorized recreational use of the Wasatch.

The RS 2477 claims in the Wasatch have, of
course, nothing to do with Gale Norton or the
Department of the Interior. They are on Forest
Service lands and are under the Department of
Agriculture. A Utah Governor’s Office '
spokesman has assured the Salt Lake County
Council, however, that once Utah has settled
matters with the BLM, Forest Service lands will
be next. A

. What purpose is served by all the secrecy?
Or, for that matter, what public purpose is
served by making the claims at all. There is little -
mystery about the purpose of the claims. They
stymie the long-standing efforts to create
congressionally designated Wilderness Areas in
most of the qualifying lands of Utah. In that
sense the claims amount to a state land grab of
federal lands. ,

As to the secrecy: It certainly has the effect of
preventing public participation in decisions on
the future use of public lands. This, alone, is
reason enough to lift the veil. The secrecy has.
also emboldened Kane County officials in their
scofflaw removal of BLM signage of what they
seem to think are already established county
rights-of-way. Secrecy also encourages
skullduggery. For example, it could provide an
opportunity for insider trading if county or state
officials alone knew what roads were going to be
claimed, increasing the value of lands made
accessible by these future highways - a nice
opportunity to buy at very favorable prices!

Justice Louis Brandeis once said, “Sunlight is
the best disinfectant”. Secret government is
governmetit out of control and open to misuse.
The secrecy and confusion have to stop. Public
participation must be restored. — Gale Dick

s .
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Big Cottonwood Ganyon Subdivision Access noad
Litigation Update

he Salt Lake County Board of Adjustment, at its

June 18 2003 meeting, approved a developer’s
application for three variances from the Foothills
and Canyons Overlay Zone Ordinance (FCOZ), thus
removing the last county obstacle for an access road
to an approved subdivision near the Gun Club at
the mouth of Big Cottonwood Canyon.

This access road will cross very steep hillsides far
in excess of slopes permitted by S L County zoning
ordinances. In addition, the two turns on this road
will be elevated on bridges up to 30 feet above the
ground. Freeway overpasses, for example, com-
monly do not exceed 20 feet in height. With this
Board of Adjustment approval, Save Our Canyons
and other opponents to this road have exhausted
their last administrative remedy. The only remain-
ing course of action was for SOC to file a lawsuit.

This past July, SOC, along with ten residents
who live in the immediate neighborhood, filed suit
in Third District Court, alleging that the County’s
decision to grant the variances amounted to an ar-
bitrary, capricious, and illegal action and must
therefore be declared void by the court. This case
has been assigned to Judge Tyrone Medley who has
a reputation for being tough but fair.

To be upheld by the court, the County must
prove that its decision was based upon substantial
and truthful facts. Conversely, for SOC to prove that
the County’s action was arbitrary, capricious and
illegal, it must convince the court that the County’s
action is not supported by truthful and substantial
facts. SOC and its lawyers, Bill Hyde and Joe Tesch
of TeshGraham, are confident that SOC will be able
to prove its case and cause the court to void the
County’s decision. Whoever loses at the district
court will most likely appeal to the appellate court.
Even with a winnable case, a cautionary note is in
order. This litigation will be long, involved, and
costly, even with our lawyers having agreed to rep-
resent SOC at greatly discounted rates. . ,

Why is this issue so important to SOC, to local
residents and other Utahns?

It is important because the County s approval of
the three variances from the FCOZ ordinance sets a
terrible precedent for the future enforcement of Salt
Lake County zoning ordinances. The entire reason
for the creation of the FCOZ ordinance in 1998 was
to protect the Wasatch canyons, foothills and
mountains from inappropriate development. The
backbone of this ordinance is the prohibition of de-
velopment on slopes in excess of 30%. This subdivi-
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sion access road would traverse slopes in excess of
thirty percent for fifty-eight percent (58%) of its total
length, as compared to the ten percent (10%) al-
lowed by the FCOZ ordinance. In other words, the
County granted the developer variances that effec-
tively eviscerate the FCOZ ordinance.

With some 20% of the land in the Wasatch pri-
vately owned, county zoning ordinances and their
faithful enforcement are the only line of defense
against inappropriate development. With the vari-

ances, the Board of Adjustment is essentially mak-

ing it impossible for the County to enforce its slope
ordinances. Every property owner with an itch to
build on steep slopes will wave this Board of Ad-
justment action in the County’s face and argue that
it was precedent-setting, demanding that they too
must be afforded the same sweetheart deal.

While Mayor Nancy Workman cannot directly
influence the decisions of the Board of Adjustment,
she has failed to take an active leadership role in
enforcing and strengthening the County Ordinances
that protect the Wasatch Mountains. She approved
the exceptions to the road standards necessary for
this road. :

What legal action can we expect in the near fu-
ture? .

The defendants, Salt Lake County and the devel- .

oper, filed a motion with the court claiming that
SOC does not have standing in this matter, meaning
that SOC does not have the right to sue because it is
not an affected property owner. A court date is
scheduled for October 20" to hear the standings ar-
guments. Even if the Judge were to deny SOC's

-standing, several nearby homeowners are also

plaintiffs in this litigation and will continue to have
standing. Once the standing motion is dealt with,
SOC’s lawyers and volunteers will begin the process
of researching the official record and composing
arguments that will be presented to the court. The
defendants will then respond to SOC’s arguments
and oral arguments before the court schedules a
formal hearing. Judge Medley will then make his
decision. This process might take six months, a year,
or more. When significant events occur SOC will
inform its members and donors.

SOC is very thankful for the support of the citi-
zens of Utah and especially appreciative of the ten
individuals who have joined with us in the lawsuit
as well as the attorneys who are being generous
with their time and expertise. — Tom Stephens
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By

DAN SCHMIDT,
Supervolunteer.

Volunteer Profile

DAN SCHMIDT -
Two For the Price of One

GAYLE PARRY

Trustee and Volunteer Coordinator

mental tone" the Economics professor

wrote across the top of Dan Schmidt's pa-
per. This wasn't the first or the last time that having
a dual major in Economics and Environmental
Studies led to this kind of a comment. Dan says he
chose economics because of a charismatic teacher he
had in an introductory economics class at St. Law-
rence University. He found the subject fascinating
even though it was sometimes in conflict with his
environmental philosophy. He had great teachers
in both areas of study and consequently is familiar
with arguments from both the business and envi-
ronmental point of view.

Dan feels that the business philosophy of always
looking at the short-term health of the financial
bottom line in order to maintain a growing econ-
omy leads to bad environmental decisions. The
cheapest solution is not always the best solution.
"Our biggest problem is that not enough people
consider the environment when making business
decisions. As far as development goes, our culture
dictates that we wait until the last moment to cor-
rect obvious problems when it is sometimes too late
and too expensive, such as water pollution in Ap-
palachia.”

As for Salt Lake City and our canyons, Dan says,
"Although Salt Lake is beautiful, it could be even
better. The city has done a poor job of land use
planning. There shouldn't be all this sprawl". Dan
feels that the biggest area of concern for our can-
yons is that there are so many people who want to
use them. He worries that someday we will wish

"This paper has too much of an environ-
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that we had monitored the use more closely. ATV
trails, real estate development, and helicopter use
add up. We should always ask ourselves, "Is what
I'm doing going to hurt the environment?" Dan
cautions against those who want to protect the
natural world protesting too loudly lest the protests
take the spotlight and not the purpose. As an ex-
ample, he refers to the 2002 World Trade Organiza-
tion protests in Canada where the protesters became
disruptive and destructive: The message was lost, as
the focus became the destructive behavior.

Long Island, New York was Dan's -home for the
first part of his life. Later his family moved to Bal-
timore, Maryland. The outdoors has always been
important to him. He remembers hiking through
the woods and skiing when he was very young. As
he grew up, he tried to keep up with his athletic
older brother. He feels he eventually did. There are
few sports Dan doesn't like doing. He enjoys hik-
ing, rock climbing with his best friend, Lisa, snow-
boarding, and has coached lacrosse at the Univer-
sity of Utah. He now works for Sajam Sports, a
sports performance business that promotes all kinds
of sports. He also does accounting for another
business.

On Valentines Day 1999, Dan first got up the
courage to ask Lisa Smith on a date. Cupid's arrow
struck home and today Dan lives in Salt Lake be-
cause of his;love for Lisa. Lisa graduated from St.
Lawrence University one year before Dan. They
had decided that the location of their home de-
pended on whoever got the best job. Save Our
Canyons employed Lisa, first as our Operations Di-
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rector and ultimately as SOC's Executive Director.
Upon graduation, Dan joined Lisa in Salt Lake City.
Sharing Lisa's feelings concerning the environment
and wanting to support Lisa in any way possible,
Dan become intimately 1nvolved with Save Our
Canyons as a volunteer.

He didn't necessarily think of himself as a vol-
unteer, but just liked to help. Helping included in-
teracting with hikers at trailheads, manning Save
Our Canyon's booths at many events, helping with
fund-raisers such as the slide shows of Conrad
Anker and Andrew McClean; being the man of all
trades at annual parties, attending meetings in other
towns including meetings on the proposed Powder
Mountain development, attending rallies, running

errands and generally being available to do any-
thing that needed to be done.

Dan feels that environmental groups need to
open more channels of communication between
themselves and others. He thinks that the leader-
ship of Save Our Canyons tries to do this by finding
every way possible to help and cooperate. "Save
Our Canyons has done more than anyone to help
valley and foothill residents to resist unwanted de-
velopment by insisting that government and devel-
opers follow the rules in the Foothill and Canyons
Overlay Zone."

Save Our Canyons was unaware when hiring
Lisa Smith that we would get two for the price of
one. Dan has been outstanding. Thanks, Dan.

Wilderness Volunteers Shine in 2003 Season

By GAYLE PARRY (SOC’s Volunteer Coordinator)

Save Our Canyons' Wilderness Volunteers made
impressive progress in the backlog of needed
trail and campsite rehabilitation in the Wasatch this
past season. In order to tackle the jobs at hand,
Save Our Canyons, the Wasatch Mountain Club, the
Wasatch 100, and the Forest Service pooled their
volunteer personnel to complete some daunting
tasks. The most daunting was the closure of the
lower three tenths of a mile of the Lake Mary sec-
tion of the Brighton Lakes Trail. The combination of
the groups was so successful that the teaming up
will continue in the future.

The first trail day (June 14) drew thirteen volun-
teers and the other three trail days (July 12, August

9, and September 13) drew around twenty each day
from the combined groups. Save Our Canyons had
at least ten or more volunteers at every trail day.
This translates to an impressive number of hours of
work performed this season by the Save Our Can-
yons volunteers.

The focus on Trail Day, June 14, was the reha-
bilitation of illegal campsites off the Mill B North
Fork Trail in Big Cottonwood Canyon. Four camp-
sites situated too close to a stream were rehabili-
tated. Campers in one area were ticketed both for
camping too close to the stream and for leaving
human fecal matter in the trees adjacent to the
campsite.

Volunteers were awesome in their ability to dig
big holes into which they moved huge boulders that
were planted as "icebergs" with just their tips
showing to prevent campers from putting tents on
the illegal sites. Trash and deep ashes from the fire
rings were also taken out and some needed trail
maintenance was done.

The next two trail sessions (July 12 and August 9)
were spent closing the first .3-mile of the Lake Mary
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section of the Brighton Lakes Trail. Forest Service
spokesman, Wilderness Ranger, Sean Wetterberg,
says that the Lake Mary Trail is the most heavily
used trail on the Salt Lake Ranger District. Three
hundred hikers were counted using the trail in just
one day. As a result of its location in riparian and
wetland areas, the trail had deteriorated into deep
ruts, excessive trail braiding, had wetland damage,
and soil loss. Re-routing, installing water bars,
check dams, and bridges could not keep up with the
erosion and damage, and it was becoming a threat
to the watershed.

Volunteers hauled logs, rocks, and brush onto
the trail and planted grass seed covering it with
straw. The trail has been re-routed to the existing
ski area service road; however the Forest Service,
Save Our Canyons, and the Wasatch Mountain Club
are investigating a new, scenic trail. This new trail
will be studied next spring to ascertain whether it is
too close to wetlands. Stay tuned.

Volunteers broke into two groups on the last
Trail Day (September 13). One group constructed
water breaks and water bars up into the upper
meadow of Broads Fork. The other group worked
on the Mount Olympus Trail where most of the ef-
fort involved closing down the short cut paths that
are just beyond the Wilderness sign.

This season's volunteers worked as a well-
organized team and accomplished an astonishing
amount of work. Everyone enjoyed refreshments
after some of the trail days and that provided an
opportunity to become better acquainted with each
other.

By contributing time and effort to the Wasatch
Mountains in whatever capacity, our Save Our
Canyons' volunteers do save our canyons.
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Gale D1ck views devastatron to Days Fork tratl caused by
illegal road building.

Federal Magistrate Fines

Days Fork Violators

f you have the time, you should spend a day in a

Federal Magistrate Judge’s court. You'll experi-
ence drama, pathos, and comedy and end up with a
new respect for the legal system. At least that was
what happened on August 11, 2003 in Judge David
Nuffer’s Magistrate Court.

Last year on August 10, 2002 Cyle Buxton, John
Anderson, and Scott Mackintosh took a Bobcat (a
small bulldozer) up Days Fork, a side canyon of Big
Cottonwood with its mouth at the Spruces Camp-
ground. Anderson claims to own a mine claim at
the top of Days Fork, Buxton leases some property
in the fork, and Mackintosh was the Bobcat opera-
tor.

- A hiking and biking trail that was formerly a
maximum of 3 feet wide was widened in many
places to 6 or more feet, water bars on steep parts of
the trail were destroyed, a streambed was bladed,
small trees and shrubs were uprooted and shoved
into unsightly piles, big rocks were gouged out and
the soil surface was loosened. Most of this damage,
extending for about two miles up Days Fork, was
inflicted on federal land managed by the Wasatch-
Cache National Forest.
~ The road “improvers” never denied having done
the work and had no permit to do it although they
had been notified that they needed one.

This damage to public land was noticed by hik-
ers and campers as it was being done. Witnesses
who asked the perpetrators what was going on were
told that the road was a private road on private
property and that they - the hikers — were tres-
passing on private land. There was an immediate
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public outcry and rapid action by Forest Service
rangers and law enforcement officials. '

After many delays the case finally came to trial
on August 11. The prosecutors had thoroughly
prepared a detailed case, calling seven witnesses
and introducing maps and photographs. The de-
fense called four witnesses: the defendants and Salt
Lake County Surveyor Vaughn Butler. Butler’s tes-
timony, which was to have raised RS. 2477 issues,
was disallowed by the judge due to-its irrelevance
to the case at hand.

Cyle Buxton, one of the defendants upon bemg
asked why he hadn’t applied for a permit to do the
work replied that he hadn’t done so because he
didn’t think he would be given one — probably not a
very effective defense strategy on his part. Nor was
his claim that he had a permit but that it was lost in
a big pile of unsorted papers there in the courtroom.
The judge recessed the trial so that the missing per-
mit could be found. It was never produced . The
defense attorney claimed that there had in fact been
no damage to public property — in spite of photo-
graphs and GPS coordinates to the contrary.

The judge thought otherwise and fined the de-
fendants individually with fines ranging from
$1,000 to $200 as well as a fee of $1,600 to restore the
damaged land. .He also imposed Bench Probation,
which threatens stiffer penalties if any of the defen-
dants is convicted of similar violations within the

next three ygars.

This is an important case puttmg everyone on
notice that the Forest Service will continue to seek
prosecutions to help protect federal lands from un-
authorized activities in our National Forests. This is
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Mlllel'ill Fork and ATV Tl'aﬂll}

By Ellie Ienatsch

No ATV recreation is allowed in the Tri-Canyon
area of the Wasatch Mountains except in Min-
eral Fork in Big Cottonwood Canyon. ATV infrac-
tions in Mineral Fork this summer have violated
‘both the Wasatch-Cache Travel Plan regulations and
the laws of the State of Utah. Ever-increasing ATV
traffic in Mineral Fork in recent summers has placed
serious stress on the health of the wildlife and the
watershed of that area.

Illegal activity and infractions by ATV users war-
rant immediate closure of Mineral Fork to all terrain
vehicle use. : .
¢ The followingis a list of ATV-related issues in
Mineral Fork: . '

" #The Wasatch-Cache Summer Travel Plan speci-
fies that ATV users must stay on the main road in
Mineral Fork. It is illegal to create new ATV trails
where none exist. This summer two new ATV roads
were illegally created there:

. One illegal ATV trail was carved along an aban-
doned path that at one time led to the Silver Moun-
tain Mine. This area, which contains a year-around
water source, is particularly valuable to wildlife.
The Forest Service was notified as soon as bikers
found the Illegal ATV trail. The infraction was im-
mediately verified and photographed by The Salt
Lake Ranger District.

The second illegal ATV road, which appeared in
Mineral Fork this summer created a now heavily
trafficked road into the woods. This illegal trail be-
gins just above the main stream crossing. It is an
ATV road used to create an illegal farming opera-
tion. The farm involved approximately 9,000 mari-
juana plants and an irrigation system. Authorities
needed 6 helicopter drops to carry the plants and
materials out of the canyon. ATVs were obviously
used to create and maintain this illegal operation.

. #In addition, during August of this year, hikers
and picnickers in Mineral Fork felt forced to leave
the canyon because of the large number of bow
hunters there. Increasingly, hunters are using Min-
eral Fork because ATVs are allowed. The Division of
Wildlife Resources allows bow hunting in the Wa-
satch because, until now these hunters, who gener-
ally come into an area alone and on foot, have pre-
sented little threat to other mountain users. The use
of ATVs to carry hunters and their equipment into a
hiking area as popular as Mineral Fork, minutes
away from an ever-growing metropolis,. poses a se-

rious threat to the safety of other canyon users.

¢Due to increased ATV traffic in recent sum-
mers, the Mineral Fork trail is now seriously eroded
and gutted. In some areas, ATV use has excessively
widened the trail, causing destruction of plant life.
Vegetation along the trail suffers from ATV pollu-
tion-and the heavy layers of fine dirt that ATV traf-
fic throws up along the sides of the trail. The run-off
ditches, built to carry water off the trail, are useless
now because of the large numbers of rocks and
stones thrown into them by ATVs.

Mineral Fork is one of the few side canyons of
Big Cottonwood Canyon that contains running wa-
ter all year. Because of this, and because it is rela-
tively low, in the canyon and therefore milder, it is a
prime area for wildlife. It contains two nests used in
the past by the pair of golden eagles living in Big
Cottonwood Canyon. Golden eagles are an indica-
tion of the health of a wild land. This summer the
eagles were not seen in that canyon, nor were any of
the other wild animals, which were seen so fre-
quently in Mineral Fork in years past.

In the early 1980’s, Mineral Fork became a
wasteland, devoid of abundant plant and animal
life. Excessive ATV traffic during those years caused
this damage. For some happy reason, which no one
in the current Forest Service is able to explain, Min-
eral Fork was closed to- ATV traffic (or rumored to
be closed) during the late 1980’s and early 1990’s.
ATV traffic stayed away. Mineral Fork became
green and luxuriant once again, a place of abundant
wildlife. Later, and mysteriously, it was again
opened to ATV abuse:

Mineral Fork borders a wilderness area and
contains the same fine potential for wildlife ‘and
watershed health inherent in any wilderness. Min-
eral Fork was valued enough by the Forest Service
to be listed as a ”Sensmve Area” when the new Wa-
satch-Cache Forest Plan was formulated.

To close Mineral Fork to ATV recreation imme-
diately would be a strong show of leadership on the
part of the Forest Service, indicating to the publi¢
that the guardians of our National Forest will not
condone illegal or destructive activities. The Wa-
satch-Cache Summer Travel Plans are to be revised
in 2004, but infractions of the magnitude that are
occurring.in Mineral Fork cannot wait. Mineral Fork
is a canyon in crisis.

WWW,Saveourcanyons.org
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Activities

\

For Save Our Canyons volunteers, the summer of
2003 was a time of work. Wasatch Mountain Club
and Wasatch 100 volunteers also pitched in - all
under Forest Service Wilderness Ranger leadership.

There is always much more that needs doing than
the FS and volunteers can accomplish. The beaten
down and eroded Lake Mary trail from Brighton
was put to bed; other trails were repaired; campsites
were cleaned up and planted with rock icebergs to
discourage camping near watershed streams. If you
play there, you should work a day there!

WWW.Saveourcanyons.org
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SOC’s Botany and Geology Hikes

Bill Gray's 3" Annual Botany Hike. On July 26, 2003 a large and
interested group joined Bill Gray for his Botany Hike. Each
year the theme has been a different one; this year’s theme was

- alpine zone flowers.

An unannounced change in Snowbird’s tram schedules
gave the group time to spend along the spring runoff saturated
section of road on Patsy Marley hill, on the road to Albion
Basin. The group viewed a tremendous display of plants that
. like wet places. ' :
After a ride up Snowbird’s tram the hiking part started at
-the what’s left of Hidden Peak and headed along the ridge
toward Baldy above Alta. Drought or no drought there was a
great variety of interesting and colorful alpine species along the
- way. Threatening skies suggested that it would be prudent t
avoid the summit of Baldy. - :

If you go out with Bill you always see something new,
something you hadn’t been seeing even after years of tramping
around in the Wasatch. :

Bill Parry’s 4" Annual Geology Hike. On August 16, 2003

thirteen hikers learned about the surprising and counter-

intuitive history of ‘glaciation in the Wasatch Range. Intense, if

(on the human scale) slow-paced, drama was unfolded before

" our eyes as we hiked from Brighton up toward Twin Lakes
Pass and back past Lake Solitude.

Looming thunder clouds suggested that the intended visit to
the pass was probably not a very good idea. Thanks, Bill, for
another revealing view of what we thought was a familiar

landscape.

Participants: Bill and Gayle Parry, Alexis Kelner, Jim Kucera,
Richard Jonas, Jeff Waters, Sherie Gibson, Ann and Gale Dick,
Allan Flint, Mary Bernedo, Benjamin Flint, Sadhant Singh.

Top photo: Mary Bernado stands above a gnarly tree trunk that, after
petrification, will be studied during SOC’s 78,023 Annual Geology
- Hike.

Left:: Searching for the elusive moon wort.

Bottom: Bill Parry explains glaciation at the head of Big Cottonwood
Canyon. .

A .
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A Canyon Hike Along the Highway

On three sultry summer or
crisp fall mornings, Save Our
Canyons volunteers met at the
Big Cottonwood Canyon base
parking lot. These volunteers
had an idea of the value of the
Adopt-A-Highway project and
the satisfaction of helping the
community with highway
aesthetics

What they may not have
known was the nature of the
journey ahead. Starting at
milepost 8 of State Route -
Number 190, also known as Big
Cottonwood Canyon road, the
groups worked up to milepost
10. Armed with work gloves
and wearing those distinctive
orange vests, the volunteers
filled their orange bags with an
array of micro-trash, leaving
the macro-trash along the way
for later pickup by UDOT

maintenance crews.

Camaraderie made the time fly.

Several volunteers were -

named mountain goats for their

agility in scrambling up and

AN

down the roadside scree and

retrieving long-neglected trash.

Along the way, there are many
sights to see such as small
waterfalls and the entrance to a
blind miner’s shaft.

A volunteer survey

determined NATURAL LIGHT to:

. -b.

, be the beer of“chome for those

traveliig down the ‘canyon

- road, while COORS appeared to

be the #1,brew, for those
traveling up the canyon. ’
Probably soine deep truth here.
One volunteer commented
that these Adopt-A nghway
mornings are “a lot easier than

. you would think and you gain

a lot, mcludmg a-sense of

‘ accomphshment

Come’join us next’ year on a
“beautiful day,for a canyon '
hike along the highway” and
become an Adopt -A-Highway
volunteer. _

In the meantlme look for
Save Our Canyon’s name on
the Adopt-A-Highway group
sign (opposite the Big
Cottonwood Canyon base
parking lot) next time you're
heading up the canyon ]ulla
Hendrzan

Www.saveourcanyons.org
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Dave Bastian is originally from
Northern California, but has
lived in Utah long enough to
love both its beauty and its
quirks. He first discovered he
was an environmentalist when
he read Dr. Suess's The Lorax in
school, a story that did for
young people and the
environment what Carson's
Silent Spring did for their
parents. He turned to activism
when he watched an area he
had climbed, meditated, and

just sat in dismantled for
trophy homes.

Dave enjoys snowboarding,
hiking, reading; travel, stunt
kite flying, and woodworking.

He is excited about
channeling his energy and love
for the Wasatch Mountains and
foothills into some worthwhile
causes. He also hopes to be a
great aggravation to many a
would-be developer who has
cast an eye on dismantling
more sacred spots on our public
lands.

$
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Save Our Canyons is a collection of a lot of peo-
ple: members, volunteers of many kinds, em-
¢ ployees, donors, and supporting businesses and
foundations. Among the volunteers there is a spe-
: cial group that makes an extraordinary contribution
ito the basic decisions, guidance, day-to-day opera-
_tions, educational activities, supervision of special
. projects and the organization.and recruiting of vol-
unteers. These are the members of our Board of
! Trustees. ‘ '
¢ They come from a tremendous range of back-
. grounds: an insurance specialist, a financial planner,

tistics, a retired BLM range manager, an employee
- of a child protection agency, a store owner, and an
i author-historian-graphic artist. What they have in
¢ common is a love of the Wasatch. The trustees are
“unpaid volunteers. They don‘t even get cups of cof-
- fee at the expense of SOC. Most of them, aside from
:a few retirees, are trying to make a living, raise a
- family; have some sort of social life, be good citizens
“and even get out to-ski and hike in the Wasatch,
. which they so evidently love. ‘

You can see the present board in the accompa-

our annual retreat at the cabin of Stan and Rosanne
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‘a home maker, two academics, a recent PhD in sta- .

_nying picture, which was taken on the occasion of -

| - Save Our Canyons Trustees and-Staff: - Back row (1 to r): Tom Stephens, Dave Bastian, John Worlock,
" Gayle Parry, Lisa Smith, Gale pic_k. Front row: David Witherspoon, John Johnson, Bill King, Alexis Kelner.
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Crawley up in Big Cottonwood Canyon. Thanks
again, Stan and Rosanne!

We thought that SOC members would be inter-
ested to know a little about what this group of peo-
ple does. ,Each one has developed his or her own
niche. Gayle Parry is our volunteer coordinator;
Alexis Kelner is our publications director; John
Worlock has taken on our weekly Wasatch Envi-
ronmental. 'Update program airing Tuesday after-
noons at 4:30 pm on KRCL. Bill King, David With-
erspoon, John Johnson and Tom Stephens have been
involved in many specific issues, litigation, public-
ity, membership building, and special social events
to name a few. Amy Wicks is our representative in
the Ogden area and the northern Wasatch. Ron
Younger has also been active in northern Wasatch
affairs and is an experienced civil servant with a
good deal of knowledge of how government agen-
cies work. Gale Dick tries to keep up with all of
them and serve as a liaison between the board and
our staff and with other conservation organizations.

The board’s range of activities is pretty well
summarized by the agenda for our recent annual
retreat: a report on the past year’s volunteers pro-
grams from Gayle Parry, a proposed SOC Trails
Policy by Bill King, a discussion of how better to
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keep abreast of Salt Lake County issues that require

public input and participation, the future ‘of SOC’s

participation in the Ski Area Scorecard program
presented by Lisa Smith (SOC’s Executive Director),
discussion of a theme for SOC’s fall fund-raising
appeal, a discussion of upcoming SOC sponsored
events presented by Dave Bastian (our new staff
member who is introduced elsewhere in. ‘this
Newsletter), budgets for the past and upcoming
year, a lively discussion of how we can make our
web site (which gets some 250,000 hits a year) even
more useful and effective, a review of the year’s ac-
complishments presented by Lisa Smith with well

earned kudos for each board member, and through-.

~of their many contributions.

out the day dlscussmns of the present status of our
" main projects of: the moment. .-These include FAA
‘plans for reroutrng incoming ﬂrghts over-Wasatch

Wilderness areas, the Big Cottonwood Canyon road
litigation, the looming RS 2477 crisis (See page 2 of .

_ this newsletter), and the perenmal work for Wasatch

Wilderness extensions. And, as always, how to

“keep. SOC vital and viable.

- These trustees:and. those: who have served SOC
through the 31 years of its. actlvxty should be proud
- They have served
mightily in the ongoing work of preserving the

“beauty and wildness of the canyons, mountains and

foothllls of the Wasatch
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HEADS UP TO -
ILLEGAL ROAD-BUILDING: -

WHERED Any canyon in the Wasatch Range
In particular, Big Cottonwood Canyon and other south- leadmg side canyons
Wno To GonacT ‘

~ US Forest Service
Salt Lake Ranger District -
(801) 733-2660

InrormaTION TO HEPIIIIT Dates and tires. License plate numbers
Description of what you saw & heard B

DETAILS: '

Please keep your eyes and ears open while out of doors :

Hikers report a lot of illegal road-building activity in the south-leading side canyons of Blg
Cottonwood Canyon, especially in Cardiff Fork, Mineral Fork, and Days Fork.

YOU CAN HELP stop this by hiking in these areas and reporting suspicious activities to the Salt Lake

Ranger District, (801) 733-2660. Please be as specific as you can with dates, times, hcense numbers, '
and a description of what you saw and heard.

tttttt

The Forest Service is especially interested in the license numbers of any trucks parked near the road at

the bottom of Mineral Fork. o _ ‘ .
Please don't confront violators, just report them to the Forest Service. '

It's up to us to protect our national forests from recent; recurring invasions of the vandal frmge--deep
damage can be done to the mountam landscape in a very short time. :

Thanks for your help! _ ST

Feel free to forward this appeal to others!
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A large turnout of angry villagers demonstrate
against Salt Lake County sfavorable treatment of land developer who received special concessions
that void provzstons in the County’s Foothills and Canyons Overlay Zone.

“The Good, the Bad,

\\B Top
llle “!IW -

and t\\"

Go0d - The KEEP IT PURE CAMPAIGN, a partnership
between. the Department of Public Utilities, the
Forest Service, and Salt Lake City, is designed to
raise awareness about watershed protection in the
mountains and canyons east of Salt Lake County.
To find out more -about the campaign contact:

’ www keepltpure com

f

‘GOOD - On a bhstermg ‘hot July 16 afternoon a

hundred or so SOG membeérs and many east Salt
Lake County residents rallied in protest of Salt
Lake Countys Board ‘of Adjustment flaunting
ordinances aimed at protecting the foothills from
over-development. Is anyone in county
government hstenmg" ‘They had better do it!

BAD - Our Sierra Club friends in Ogden have
studied the proposed Ogden Ranger District’s
proposed travel management plan and, not
mincing words, pronounced it to be a horrible
proposal. . The travel plan promotes and
accommodates ATV recreation at a time when off-
road abuses seem to be rampant. The result would
be that motorized recreation would become the
dominant use in about 3/4 of the District, where
there would be essentially no non-motorized trails.
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UGLY - Snowbird is renting ATVs on Hidden Peak
so that people can ram around in Mineral Basin and
Peruvian Gulch. The Snowbird Tram now dumps
its passengers in an area full of vehicle clutter, dust,
stink, and racket. So much for the glories of nature!

UGLY - Mountain air and scenery, mountain flowers
and streams are evidently not enough for the
amusement of Snowbird’s clientele. They now
need Alpine Slides and Bungee Jumps. Both new
adrenaline-attractions are offered for the first time
this summer by Snowbird.
Back in ‘72 Snowbird opened with the oft-

proclaimed theme: “MAN A ND NATURE IN
HARMONY IN LITTLE COTTONWOOD CANYON."”

OVER THE TOP? - Who's the extremist now? In a
6/22/03 Letter to the Editor of the Salt Lake Tribune
Beaver resident Charles “Casey” M. Ross wrote:
“We need to wake up and remove the power over
our daily lives we have handed to the cacophonous,
contradictory, conflicting, hypocritical henhouse of
bait-and-switch Big Environmentalism before they
bring this country to its knees.”
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This is what the world traveler finds
- in Utah at the summit of Snowbird’s
.. Hidden Peak. :
A used car lot has more class and
less noise. '

Is Brighton Becoming
A Construction |
Junk Yard?

In SOC’s future Newsletter:

What is the Forest Service NOT
doing about it?
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Beaver Pond in Willow Heights.

‘This magnificent area in upper Big
Cottonwood Canyon was recently
protected from possible development
when the Salt Lake City Public Utilities
‘Department purchased the land from
its former owners United Park City
Mines. This was only one of the many
purchases that Salt Lake city has made

our watershed. Utah Public Lands and
Save Our Canyons each played a role
in this acquisition. The beaver pond in
the picture is next to a beautiful
mountain meadow flanked by a great
aspen grove. Moose, ducks, and of

course beavers live here and can often
be seen.

through the years in order to protect
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 COMING S0C
EMENTS

Nov. 11 at 7:30 pm
REIn SLC 3314 South
Alexis Kelner with ?1 new
slide show on the history

" of skiing in Utah

Nov. 20 at7:30 pm
Brewvies 677 S 200 W
Renowned Climber Kitty
Calhoun. presents’ @ SOC

penefit slide show.
Come early. ‘These events
sell out.
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