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m ACTION ALERT

Without your help

there will be five or more years
of unfettered Heli-skiing in the Wasatch

Can Your Conscience Bear

Such a Grim Burden

The Wasatch Powderbird Guides 5-year Special Use Permit will expire in Janu

ary 2005 The Forest Service is seeking public input YOUR INPUT on the

proposed renewal

The heli-ski guide service has asked the Forest Service to alter their permit

in a way that will tum the clock back to where it was before their cuent per
mit was issued

The season-long Sunday Monday ban on heli-skiing in the

Tri-Canyons will be eliminated

The ban on Home runs the last runs from the peaks

around Alta and White Pine Gulch will be lifted

Several other changes will adversely affect back-country ski touring

Wasatch Powderbird Guides has launched a massive letter campaign urging

the Forest Service to alter the permit to the concession's satisfaction

Three years back the Forest Service received some 1700 letters from back

country tourers and other forest visitors urging discontinuation or stricter

regulation of the helli-ski concession

Every individual who enjoys the Wasatch for their heli-free recreation must

respond to the Forest Service's request for public input

See page 12 or www saveourcanyons org for a discussion of the issues

Deadline for your written comments on the issues is December 13 2002

Please write your letter today and mail to

LOREN M KROENIKE District Ranger
6944 S 3000 E

Salt Lake City UT 84121

k



PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Who Are

the Bad GuYsP

Greed is much in the news these days and we
know that bad guys are to blame Greed is

wanting or taking more than one's fair share As

we read of corporate executives of Tyco
International to name but one outfit stealing an
unbelievable 610 million from their company we
agree that greed should be listed among the

Seven Deadly Sins

What about bad guys and greed closer to

home Think about fair shares and the intensly
used Wasatch Mountains in our own back yards
There are many people vying for use of this land

and many claims to exclusive even God-given

rights Everyone seems to think that their

activity should be the primary one and that

others should take a back seat
Pause to consider the following

Campers

Hikers

Resort skiers

Backcountry ski touters

Telemark skiers

Helicopter skiers

Local water departments

Boy Scouts

Wildlife

Snowshoers

Rock climbers

Snowmobilers

ATV enthusiasts

Mountain bikers

Dog owners

Horseback riders

Resort owners

Ski lift operators

Guide services

Picnickers

Bird watchers

Hunters

Wildflower lovers

Day trippers in cars

Tubers

Canyon residents

Hotel owners

Restaurant operators

Concessionaires

Property owners

Students on field trips

Fishermen

Shredders

Motion Picture producers

Most of us fall into quite a few of these

categories Most of these users except possibly for

tubers have at one time or another demanded a

good deal more than their fair share of the

Wasatch None of these except for the watershed

administrators has a justifiable claim for

exclusive rights While few of us think of

ourselves as rapacious destroyers of public lands
this jostling crowd of bickering users creates a

sort of Tragedy of the Commons
Do you remember Garret Hardin's famous The

Tragedy of the Commons Hardin developed a

parable about a common pasture shared by many
herdsmen Each herdsman acting rationally
seeks to ma5dmize his-gdin and reasohs that if he

puts one more animal on the commons he gets all

the benefits of raising that animal while the

resultant problem of overgrazing is shared by all

In putting that extra cow to pasture the

disadvantage to him alone is small while the

advantage is substantial But clearly this

enlightened self-interest strategy pursued by
each herdsman results eventually in ruin for all

Rational self-interest can turn out to be greed in

disguise I just want to do my thing it won't
make much difference and I really really want to

Hardin's parable is immediately applicable to

the dilemmas of the Wasatch As we wrangle
with one another over who has a right to the

trails or the unbroken powder snow who should

be allowed to use public lands for the operation of

businesses and who should be denied w forget
about the life-giving Wasatch resource itself

Greed is in danger of destroying theery thing

we are all squabbling over Greed destroys and
that's why greed is a deadly sin We're all the bad

guys Gale Dick

www saveourcanyons org2 Save OurCanyons Winter 2002 03
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We have taxed nature
beyond its capacity
to heat itself
The hope lies

in the change
in philosophy
and awareness
that I have seen
in my lifetime

With SOC's Volunteer Larrv Swanson

The SkV'S The Limit

By GAYLE PARRY

T o say that Save Our Canyons all round vol

unteer and pilot Larry Swanson has had

an exciting and fulfilling life is an under
statement This mountaineer motorcyclist

bicycler and pilot was born in Minneapolis
Minnesota enough years ago to impress people

with his current activities Like most people

Larry looks forward to visiting his family and

friends back home Unlike most people Larry
leaves his car in Salt Lake and rideshis bike the

1 300 miles to see them When he is at his best
he averages about 130 miles a day Usually he

makes only 120 miles per day Starting at 530
am and stopping at dusk he rides alone on back

roads carrying about 50 lbs strapped to his bike

It is enough to bring tears to your eyes when he

complains that he can't ride fast because of bad

knees

Larry grew up in the country close to the

Mississippi River He and his brothers skated

and played hockey on the shallow channels where

the ice would freeze clear to the bottom He brags

of having his first boat at age seven and his first

motorbike at age twelve Motors have always
held a fascination for him to the point that as a

high school student he would overhaul car mo
tors in his basement In his college years he

raced motorcycles Later he earned a degree in

Mechanical Engineering from the University of

Minnesota He worked for Sperry Corporation in

Salt Lake for forty years before retiring

Larry moved to Salt Lake in the late 1950s

With Salt Lake as his home base he spent three

years in Germany in the 60's in a civilian job with

the US and German military In Europe Larry
saw what industrial pollution could do Ameri
cans seem to reject all lessons learned by other

people in every way The United States seems
oblivious to the path we are taking he says In

contrast Larry feels that countries of Northern

Europe such as Sweden and Norway put empha
sis on neatness and preserving nature Larry

adds The hope lies in the change in the philoso

phy and awareness that has occurred in my life

time I even see it in myself There was a time

when I would ride my bike out on the desert

Now I realize that we must plan for the inevita

bility of more people enjoying the outdoors Na
ture can't always heal and cleanse itself of all the

garbage and destruction that we produce We
have taxed nature beyond its capacity to heal it

self

To help correct the path of overuse of the

land Larry decided that he would use his skills

as a pilot to help preserve the Wasatch Moun
tains and other threatened areas The idea

sprang to life when Alexis Kelner while working

on the Forest Service's Avalanche Handbook in

vited Larry to join him as a passenger on an aer
ial photography mission At that time Alexis was
unaware of Larry's flying skills Larry suggested
that on his next assignment Alexis fly with him

4 Save Our Canyons Winter 2002 03 www saveouidahyons org
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Frequently Asked Questions

About Save Our Canyons

Who Is SOC
SOC is a 501c3 tax-exempt organization
founded in 1972 It has about 1000 members a
staff of two a ten person Board of Trustees and

more than 100 volunteers every year

What Is SOC's main objective

SOC is dbdicated to protecting the beauty and
wildness of the Wasatch canyons mountains and
foot-hills 1

Where does SOC's funding come from
90-95 of SOC's funds comes from its members as

individual donors The majority of its resources
however come from dedicated volunteers who
contribute volunteer hours equivalent to more
than SOC's total annual budget a classic grass
roots endeavor

What positive initiatives has SOC under
taken
There have been many positive initiatives over

the years among them
campaigning for wilderness designation

participating in many Olympics planning
committees over the past 30 years
working With Salt Lake County to improve
and enforce zoning ordinances
providing volunteers for trail maintenance
and training college interns

developing public awareness and engaging
in vigorous participation in Forest Service
and county decision processes

playing a key role in the ongoing Ski Area
Environmental Scorecard program
getting SOC's message out through press
radio TV and SOC's own publications

website radio program and email alert list

What are some of SOC's important accom
plishments

The designation of Utah's first Wild erness
Lone Peak in 1978 was due to the initia
tive of SOC
SOC also played a key role in creation of

Utah's other wilderness areas including
Twin Peaks Mt Olymptis Mt Tim
panogos3-M-t Nebo Deseret PeakArf4h
Wellsvilles

SOU has been credited for keeping the

2002 Olympic Games venues out of Big
and Little Cottonwood and Millcreek Can
yons
SOC was an important player in the pres
ervation of Snake Creek Canyon Willow

Heights and Bear Trap Fork areas in Big
Cottonwood and Yellow Fork Canyon in

the Oquirrhs

SOC has repeatedly stopped Snowbird
from expanding into White Pine Canyon
and has kept Scotties Bowl out of its per
mit area

SOC helped stop siting of an alpine slide

and five acres of new parking lots on fed
eral land at Solitude Ski Resort

It has helped create importani zoning
documents such as the Canyons Master

Plan the Foothills Canyons and Overlay
Zone and the Watershed Management
Plan

S OC won lawsuits against th Forest
Service over Snowbasin Ski'Rdsori'and

against Salt Lake County over the

Harper's Gravel Pit

6 Save Our Canyons Winter 2002 03 www saveourcanyons org
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Sall Lake County to Appeal

SOC's Harpers Quarry Lawsuit Win

S alt Lake County Mayor Nancy Workman has
made the decision to appeal to a higher state

court Third District Court Judge Sandra Peuler's

Summary Judgement in favor of Save Our Can
yons as respects the Harper quarrying operation
in Parley's Canyon This decision to appeal by
Mayor Workman was made over the objections of
the County District Attorney's office

The whole matter sprang from Salt Lake
County's granting permission for Harper Exca
vating Inc to expand its quarry operation from
115 acres to 625 acres running roughshod over

zoning ordinances that were specifically designed
to protect the Wasatch

Judge Peuler's decision made it clear that Salt
Lake County failed miserably in its fiduciary re
sponsibility to faithfully follow and work within
its statutes Judge Peuler had ruled that the

County decision-making process in allowing the

quarry expansion was fraught with error The
judge didnot rule that Harper Excavating would

be forever barred from quarry operations at the
contested site

This planned appeal does not come as a sur
prise as many adverse judgements get appealed
to a higher court SOC had thought however
that Harper would go back before the County
Planning Commission and County Council to re
quest a change in zoning to one that allows

quarry operations
SOC believes there is no rational public inter

est motive to mount an appeal Judge Peuler's de
cision was about process and not about the ulti
mate outcome as to whether or not Harper can
expand its quarry in Parley's Canyon Indeed
Harper Excavating might very well re-start the
administrative process as it helps the County
pursue the appeal

If you would like to know more about the is
sues involved contact Tom Stephens at tste
phen xmissioncom at 272-852 or cell phone
230-9249 Tom Stephens

I

Will Proposed

Commercial Airline Flight Path Changes

Face Puhlic Scrutiny
I

The FAA has proposed a complete overhaul of

commercial air traffic patterns over the

Wasatch Front This plan would send half of

all low-flying arrival flights over the densely

populated area from Bountiful to American
Fork Even worse arrivals would fan out low

over all four Wasatch Wilderness areas Save
Our Canyons has alerted community councils
businesses including ski resorts
environmental organizations and other groups
They have signed on to Save Our Canyon's

request that the FAA perform an EIS and
consider alternatives that do not route arrival

flights over the Wildernesses or our homes
The FAA is now deciding whether or not to

perform a thorough Environmental Impact
Study EIS or a quick and inadequate
Environmental Assessment EA of this

proposal The FAA is now digesting another

SOC FOIA so we hope to have more
information soon Public meetingsare expected
early next year David Witherspoon

8 Save Our Canyons Winter 2002 03 www saveoureanyons org
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In Wildness is the Preservation of the World Henry David Thoreau

Wasatch-Cache Wilderness Areas are Threatened

By a Lack of Care and Management
By Gayle Parry

0 nee an area hasx been proclaimed Wilder

ness it is protected and cared for at the

highes1t level Right Wrong That is the

way it is supposed to be however the reality is

Ientirely different In the past Washington speci

fied money for specific uses such as Wilderness

when allocating money to the various National

Forests throughout the country
Wilderness dollars now fall under a broader

program called Recreation Wilderness and Heri

tage Resources Money distributed to Ranger

Districts is no longer ear-marked for Wilderness

exclusively What little money there is must be

used for all recreation Wilderness anct neriLage

programs It is very possible that under the Bush

Administration the Forest Service will get less

and less

With money stretched thinly money in one

program leaves less for another program that is

equally in need For example if Wilderness gets

more then other programs get less In the past

the United States Forest Service has hired Wil

derness managers and crews of up to five rangers

who worked in all four of the Wilderness areas in

njhe Salt Lake Ra gerDistrict

After recent budget cuts the only rangers on

duty for the backcountry Wilderness Areas are

being paid for by Salt Lake Public Utilities in an

10 Save Our Canyons Winter 2002 03

effort to-protect the watershed and are limited to

Big and Little Cottonwood Canyons This means
that the Lone Peak Twin Peaks and the Big Cot
tonwood side of the Mount Olympus Wildernesses

have just two dedicated rangers Most of Mount

Olympus Wilderness and all of the Deseret Peak

Wilderness have to do without any rangers This

is taking place at a time when new wilderness is

imperative for the protection of a watershed that

supplies water to over 400 000 people in the Salt

Lake Valley Save Our Canyons is promoting

even more Wasatch Wilderness for the protection

of our canyons and watershed

Last spring the Salt Lake Ranger District

brought a Wilderness ManagerSnow Ranger

from the Holy Cross Wilderness Area of Colorado

into the Salt Lake office to oversee the 61000
acres of Wilderness Luckily he came to us with

a big vision First he wants to do an extensive

campsite inventory of our Wilderness Areas in

order to construct a comprehensive plan He
would also like to send rangers to patrol whole

Wilderness areas rather than sticking to the

trails as in the past The problem of course is

money
Just one person in the Mount Olympus and

Deseret Peak Wildernesses cannot do the camp
site inventory as well as extensive backcountry

www saveourcanyons org
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IMPORTANT DEADLINE LOOMS

W asatch Powderbird Guides WPG the heli

copter-skiing concessionaire on the Wasatch

Cache National Forest WCNF has requested a

new five-year permit that would abandon restric

tions that have reduced conflicts with back

country skiers for the last two years

As a result of the actions of SOC members

backcountry skiers and many many other can

yon recreationists modest restrictions were placed

on WPG in their curr6nt permit Most ofthe so

called restrictions are meaningless and others

rely solely on WPG's interpretation None of the

skier-day caps matter since they are all at higher

levels than WPG has ever reached Limiting

WPG to 2400 skier-days per season averaged

over the permit period does nothing since that is

twice their current average WPG has used an

average of 211 bombs per year for avalanche con

trol while the limit was set at 300

However the closure of the Tri-Canyon Area

including Silver Days Cardiff and Mineral

Forks on Sundays and Mondays has given back

country skiers a little oasis of heli-free quiet for

the last two seasons

Wasatch Powderbird Guides

New Permit Proposal

Would Eliminate Restrictions

By David Witherspoon

But if WPG gets its way that predictable peace

will vanish The Sunday-Monday closure would

be eliminated WPG further proposes to quadru

ple from five to twenty the number of days they

may fly two helicopters in the TCA to add tour

routes into the Twin Peaks Wilderness and to

allow home runs into Alta In sum a rein

statement of unfettered heli-skiing

The WCNF is now asking you for input They

want to know what issues should be analyz'ed

how the current permit is working for you and

what alternatives should be considered So fpLr

e
reissue t e

Uley e only two alternatives Ell

current permit interestingly the No Action al

ternative or 2 give WPG what they want We

can think of another

This is your chance to influence the process

from the start where you can have the greatest

effect Send your letter now Need suggesti6n's

Go to www saveourcanyons orgcurrent-issues or

call us at 363-SAVE Comments must be received

by DeceMber 13 at the Salt Lake Ranger District

6944 S 3000 E Salt Lake City UT 84121

WPG's permit expires in January of 2005

Help make it the last one U

aTiza Guich Rumors

Rumors have been flying since Alta Ski Lifts

Co urged Salt Lake County to request that the

Town of Alta annex a large area north and east

of Alta an area owned by Alta Ski Lifts The

Lift Company denies any present plans to put in

a lift from Alta up to or above Twin Lakes Pass

The rumors have been spread by back country

skiers worried about lift-provided access to the
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popular Silver Fork and Days Fork back

country skiing areas Such access would

constitute a serious loss of ever-dwindling

back country ski terrain

We are told that Salt Lake County has not

acted on the annexation request Save Our

Canyons is studying the possible ramifications

of such an annexation

www saveoureanyons org



Go

cc

COD

CD

CD
Go W
Go

W 4
L

cn

W 0

biD cn
0

1
r

0
a U 0

UU M W
bj 41

7 Z W 00 3 r 5 4 a
z w 4 U2 a0 w 4

I bD 3 u cz Qu ra 0 o cz
4z cl 4-a 0X4 z En o0 4 4 0

t M
PQQ o 4 Q 0 1P-4

m 4 0 0 W0
a bi 4 C 0m w a4 4 3 on bio

CZ
ro

0D 4 tz

o a0 C m
43 Z 0 u1 0 bi 134 1

W bD W w
4 0 0
M 0

04

4m a C0 N4 rn
M j

Ul a
W

1 t4 0
In4 3

1 IW 0 4

a4-j

o M co
o

04
am 0

5a P4 wm 4
ul

0 4
co

0
bhU C12M

COD
U 0 z m s

0 0
4gJ 4b P4 45 04GO

W
U2
w

U

bo 0 U
N

0 4-J

4 0
U2
4 4

Q 4
rn o0
t

cdC
al

Q

m o
1

bi Q
m 4

ccU
CZ

0

4-1

b D 1

1 M
CIS0 o Ic r4

04 t
co4U 0 z U

0 04
IJ20 a

cnD co

70 0
n 0 0 Q0a 4 4Z Ca

0 U0 3 0

0

w
z n cz

co
Cl 4 40

U2
bn bj1-04

CZ aZ 4
0 4 co4 4-j4 0 in

0 a W
0
W

cz D
C

4lcl4 a M4 0 43 4cl P 6
4-a

orn C
1-4 rn

Ol 4-Ja N 0 P
3 0 0 00 Ics 4

2 W 0
a 0 a 4Zo a 4

cd 0 t4M 0

o
4-1

m0 m
I 04

Z 4 r 00 0 0

4
m

M 0 W
la m C 4n 4
o 2 P4 U-2 a o

0
14 a 7
a 0U

a a
Q

Ei 1 0o 04
a

0
tDo

4 14
1-4 co

4

r 10

o a
cn

m

cz 0
04

U2
Q

CZ4 W fn
rn 0 U2

04 a
4 Q M1
0
1 Q rn

0 M 0
4Z 0

o tQ o
4 40

4 14 QM M1 4 4 00 0
Imo rn

o 1 1
U
1 4 4 4Go

cz

0

r IT4

4-J 41 M
0 s1

0 4m

L w
u
r
Qbb-c

11cn s
0 L

cz

CZ C I 4
4-a

4 cz 50 m
rj U

rn
4

CO a m
Q 4-1t W 00 M U4
rj E 0

0 0 0 s
U CZ

bnj
0 4

cz4 W4
U bjD 0 o

0
CO 4-J 0

0
00 Q rl

0

a
4
5s

m

2
TA
a

4-1

0

j
U

C4
0

eo M
In o o m w

4 14 C41 FC 7CO W 4 1414
a

cz M W 0 4
1 0 Q

cqs 1
4 LrD rn 0

rn

41M b0 C
Q 0 M 0

bn C-1

C Cd co

0 0 0-0b
I 0 1W bD 0 M C 0 W

co
to

rn r cz

tt 0 o
bO W r 0

Z 0 0 0
W L044 r 00 cz0 4 41

E r30
a 1 04 0

biD
n

Cd w
3

a
w

na
cd rn0 4

C z no rjca cz W n E Cls

In Q 4z
r 0

cz

I

o

4
ul 4cz

1
co 1 o m co

rj2
1 L

41 o

3 W4 o o
0 4J Cn bi

v
cz u 0 m

0a o t
z g 1 214 U4Z bio

00

1

co

cl
4-j

140

IJ Q tto

t J
2 rj

tr I

W
11

I q

I12 w

tj

riCo

In 0 0
cs 4

4 0
0

0 CZ 00
UP Lo

4 0C L
co0

Zo 4
41 0 cz

4CZ

t40 Q 4
4a 0 crNO X W0 12 CtS n4 CD 10cz E4 5 W

o o oo cz
4
In

C4 6

4 4
o

0 0

rn
biD

cl m0 04 s 0 M 0
m

cn
0 w
biD 1-4 u o0

rn 0
0

o t o

Lt 4
llt s14
m4

rn4 4-a
rn

cz
CO

0 4 Q
Q

0 q Cd

U
1

ct

42
11

rn

0 Ul

ti J
LZ

cz

3

4
Z 0C's

wCo
ca 44

41Go 4

4
En

CO

L m rn

C b0

g4
as0rn

co o
bi

0
w qI U4
En 0

4l or 41

bD

rn 4Q
cd

M
M 0

m

4-aM
CS

0

04

1
WW

co 0

AM m L'Z

V-tj 0
4 0nF 4J 04 40 1CZ

U
4

0
N
0

4
fn

4M 4
bD

0 1 4
4 0 0

O

CZ

42 4



Commencing their American Gothic epoch
Gavin and Steph embark on a

homesteading venture

at Hell Hole Swale
near the Dirty Devil River

Gavin Noyes
by Gale Dick

0 n October 15 2002 Gavin Noyes ended his

nearly four years of service as Executive Di
rector of Save Our Canyons These four years

have been a period of explosive growth for nearly

every aspect of SOC and Gavin has been in the

thick of it all The debt SOC owes to him will be

perpetual since he and his ideas have affected the

organization so profou ndly
When Gavin came aboard SOCwas still an

all-vol untper undertaking o office npstaff no

dues required for membership an annual budget

less than 10000 It did however have an im
pressive history with a record of accomplishment

We had decided that we had to change so we
could take on the ever-growing list of challenges

coming at us almost daily We were lucky at that

moment to have found Gavin and that he was

willing to join up with us
It is difficult to list even a fraction of the tasks

or initiatives that he has been at the center of a

900 increase in budget the development of an

office and a staff to run it a tremendous process

of membership building He has been a key

player in all our work in the last four years in

cluding exhaustive and exhausting NEPA
analyses of ski resort development plans Forest

Service Planning Utah's participation in the Ski

Resort Scorecard Coalition development of much

more active media coverage than SOC had had

before and essential support for SOC's working

board of trustees who were toughing it out in the

same labors Gavin has supervised hundreds of

volunteers served as if he were a whole staff of

legal aides for Joro Walker in the backbreaking

work of litigation He has met with and dealt

courteously with officials in federal state county

and municipal governments as well as with busi

ness leaders He has worked hard on the difficult

and often discouraging task of fundraising
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He must be pleased to remember the occasion

when a rather hostile columnist in a local paper

after talking with Gavin who had pointed out

what SOC was trying to do wrote somewhat re

pentently of that conversation I thought I was

talking with Thomas Jefferson And the time he

did a heroic and stealthy late afternoon ski hike

up Albion Basin and into Mineral Basin to take

pictures of clandestine construction and then

skied back down after dark And the all-night

session working on the Snowbird law'iuit when
after nearly 20 continuous hours of lucid and

tireless work he simply fell asleep in his chair

What made this possible for Gavin and what

made Gavin invaluable to SOC has been and re
mains the fact that he cares passionately about

the integrity of the Wasatch
Victories elated Gavin and defeats plunged

him into the depths He knows when to speak

softly and when to be insistent He has done his

utmost to be fair You've got to care intensely to

work as hard as he has worked Along with this

almost visceral commitment he brings a lively in

telligence and a tremendous sense of humor inci

sive but not caustic that has made the daily work

of our organization fun and rewarding People

like and admire Gavin He's classy

But Gavin is a man of many talents and more

than a few dreams When he joined us in 1998 he

said that he would one day return to his budding

career as a potter trained in part in Japan where

he went to learn from a craftsman-artist This

involved learning Japanese so you can see that

Gavin is willing to plunge himself into challenges

The long-dreaded day of his departure has ar
rived We're lucky that he stayed around SOC as

long as he did He served us very well indeed

Thanks Gavin and Good Luck

www saveourcanyons org



By HAL CLIFFORD Sierra Club Books 282 pages 2495

The following excerpts are from an Aspen Times Book Review

by Staff Writer Brent Gardner-Smith

B rent Gardner-Smith in the Aspen Times
review of this book writes

Former Aspen journalist Hal Clifford has pub
lished his second book and it is not going to put

a smile on the faces of many ski area executives

DOWNHILL SLIDE which Clifford wrote over

several years while building a house and starting

a family in Telluride is a critical look at the

modern ski industry and the three big public ski

companies Vail Resorts Intrawest and Ameri

can Skiing Co Here in Utah Intrawest is in

volved with Solitude and the American Skiing

qo 9vns The Canyons
The book's central premise is that these com

panies and other ski area operators have lost

sight of the real values in skiing and instead are

focusing on building cookie-cutter theme-park
ski villages designed to sell real estate and sepa
rate skiers from their money

He also focuses on how those villages and

big ski areas in general are prompting the rapid

urbanization of high mountain valleys

The subtitle of the book is Why the Corpo
rate Ski Industry is Bad for Skiing Ski Towns
and the Environment It was published by Si
erra Club Books

Although much of the book treats examples in

Colorado where Clifford lives the reviewer
Gardner-Smith comments on some general
themes

Other chapters focus on how the US Forest

Service has become partners with the ski indus

1

try instead of regulators guarding public lands

and how ski areas are trampling the environ

ment if not on the ski areas themselves then in

the mountain valleys surrounding them

Clifford hopes people in Aspen and other

ski towns will read the book to gain a better un
derstanding of what is happening in the industry

I have tried to show the man behind the curtain

pulling the levers Clifford said And the book

thay inform people in ski Itowns what ist hap
pening in other places 15'e6ple get their Aeads

down and'they don't recognize what is happen
ing out therie And thi prOWdr of the big-three ski

companies is in their ability to set the pace in the

ski industry Other resorts can quickly feel that

We've got to play their game and if we don't we
will fall behind

The scope and thrust of the book are well repre
sented by the chapter titles From Rope Tows
to Real Estate Skiing's Self-Defeating Arms
Race Wall Street Comes to the Mountain
What is Land For A Theological Schism
Selling the New Resort Potemkin Villages and
Emerald Cities Smokey the Bear the Ski In7

dustry's Best Friend Resort Roadkill The En
vironmental Price Tag Commuters or Commu
nities and Back to the Future

DOWNHILL SLIDE is a hard-hitting book with
the smoldering anger of disillusionment over
how a wonderful sport and way of life have
been marketed sold and betrayed Gale Dick

I
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lain SOC's E-mailAlert List

Please let us serve you better

and help us save money by

signing up to be on our e-mail

Alert List You can join by

sending a message to

infosaveourcanyons org

or by calling 363-SAVE 7283
and giving our office your e
mal address on the phone

You can choose your level of

service according to 3 traffic

levels and rest assured that

our list setup is as safe as any
list can be in not exposing your
e-mail address to potential

spammers Our policy is not

to release e-mail addresses

outside our organization

As an Alerts list subscriber

you will receive occasional

messages with opportunities to

learn about defend serve and
celebrate the beauty and wild

ness of the Wasatch canyons
mountains and foothills

Enclosed is my check for

YES I WANT TO JOIN SAVE OUR CANYONS El 15 C1 35 0 50 El Other

15-student 35-individual 50 couple

Name Or pay by credit card

Address VISA E Master Card

city Zip Card

Phone Exp Date Amount

email Signature

Mail to SAVE OUR CANYONS Phone 363-SAVE 363-72 83

PO Box 112017 wwwsaveourcanyons o rg

Salt Lake City Lrr 84147 info saveourcanyons o rg
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