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Visit the Save Our Canyons Website

Today

Be sure to visit the Save Our Canyons website at

www saveourcanyons org
You wifl find colorfW and informative pictures

information about Save Our Canyon's history philosophy
current issues arid much more composed in an eye-catching and

efficient format

It's one of the beat websites on the Net
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ity Weekly's

Best of Utah
On April 18 the lively City

Week y put out its 2002 list of

Bests of Utah

Selections are chosen by their

readers and staff and make

for a rollicking read You will

find listings for the Best Park

for Kite-Flying Best Place to

Go Where Nobody Knows

Your NameBest Dutch Ov

ensi Best Old Movie Rentals

Best Vegetarian Restaurant

Best Redistricting Casualty

canyou guess and
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BEST POLITICAL
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Save Our Canyons

was a Reader's Choice

and it beat out
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and Education

among political

causes
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

WasalCh Wilderness

NOWIN

S
ave Our Canyons is planning a major

project that could be the most important of

the decade building supportfor

enlargement of existing wilderness areas in the

central Wasatch Range
This range just east of Salt Lake Valley

provides drinking water for 500 000 residents

of the valley The central Wasatch canyons are

also the most heavily used national forest

lands in the country These facts together

present an extraordinary challenge to

managers of these lands the Forest Service

Salt Lake City Public Utilities and Salt Lake

County
These agencies are under constant

pressure from developers who envision various

profitable opportunities presented by public

lands so near to a growing population center

The pressure is intens e and needs to be

resisted strenuously

Congressional designation of critical and

wild lands as Wildernes s is the surest way to

assure that these areas will be managed so as

to secure for the Americ4n people of the

present and future gener ations the benefits of

an enduring resource of wilderness That is

language from the famousl Wilderness Act of

Septembbr 3 1964 Such management
directives being mandated by Congress have

a certain lasting stability against the shifts of

governme nt policies and changes in agency
personnel

There are already three such wilderness

areas in the central Wasatch Lone Peak 1978
and Mt Olympus and Twin Peaks 1984
Save Our Canyons helped brin 9 about these

wilderness designations It ha's become clear

however in the y6ars sinc e 1978 that these

existing wilderness areas need to be expanded

Many of the original boundaries were the

results of various compromises that have

turned out to have been short-sighted

Salt Lake City has been pushing its own
Watershed Protection Wilderness Bill for more

than three years and Save Our Canyons has

been working jointly with them to advance

protection of this vital resource Our concerns

go beyond those of the city in that we would

like to see all eligible at-risk roadless lands

designated while we have this opportunity
See the map on opposite page

We have had encouraging discussions with

other environmental groups as well as with

local and federal government agencies There

will be conflicts to be sure but it is time to

give the highest priority to building consensus

in support of enlarging the existing wilderness

areas
There is much misunderstanding about

wilderness Wilderness designation provides

that there shall be no commercial enterprise

and no permanent nor temporary road within a

wilderness area Use of motor vehicles

motorized equipment landing of aircraft or

the building of any structure are not allowed in

a wilderness area although there are some

provisions for previously existing permitted

uses Access by foot hunting and fishing are

permitted in wilderness areas So are dogs

although they are not allowed on the Salt Lake

watershed

Go to our web site under Get Involved

and read the text of the 1964 Act
We will keep you posted on our Watershed

Protection Wilderness Campaign And again

it is probably the most important project Save

Our Canyons will undertake in the near

future Ga le Dick

Save Our Canyons Summer 2002
WWW saveourcanyons org
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There might come a time

when the increased population in the valley
will res'ult in limiting access in the canyons

Volunteer Profile

R-andy HIr0
fmds Beaut aiad'Solace in

the Wasatch

By Gayle Parry

How do people become environmentalists Having a

love and respect for nature is a good start Liking the

peace and quiet of a natural setting helps Add

stimulating outdoor activities and you've got Randy
Brown environmentalist The Wasatch Mountains
enable Randy to enjoy hikink the beautiful trails

skiing at the resorts as well as the adventure and

peace of cros's-country skiing in the quiet of the

Wasatch backcountry As ahiker and backpacker he

marvels at the variety of'flowers therwildlife and

serenity to be found iri-the canyons that surround the

Salt Lake Valley When pressed to say what is the

best advantage of having such surroundings so near

to a big city Randy admits it is finding a place that

gives solace to the human spirit In fact Randy might

not live in Salt Lake were it not for the mountains

When he is not working or busy with mountain

activities you might fina him riding his bike in the

city swimming it Steinei'Aquatic's Center or doing
the tango at some night spot

Membership's in the Wasatch Mountain Club The

Southern Utah Wildernes Alliance and the Sierra

Club mark Randy as a wilderness and environmental

advocate For many years Randysaw bumper
stickers on cars proclaiming that we should Save Our

Canyons He believed that this was just an

appropriate slogan but after seeing a disturbing

picture of the disastrous preparations for the huge
Hidden Peak structure at Snowbird Ski Resort in a

Save Our Canyons publication he realized that Save

Our Canyons was an organization It wasn't long
before Randy was volunteering for SOC

The volunteer efforts Randy has enjoyed most are

those where he has actually been in the mountains

such as Trail Day and handing out literature at

trailheads for the helicopter initiative and the Forest

Plan Revision In addition Randy distributes the

Save Our Canyons newsletters at local businesses and

has spent many hours writing and mailing letters as a

mem ber of our Grants Committee SOC was also

fortunate to have Randy donate time and labor

Atoward the success of the Save Our Canyons 30th

Anniversary Party Save Our Canyons impresses me

tremendously comments Randy I'm impressed with

the giants we take on and how much we accomplish
with very little money

Randy has spent time in Wisconsin and Colorado

while at graduate school and as a child lived one

year in France The rest of the time he has made his

home in Salt Lake City He got a Bachelors Degree

at the University of Utah a Masters Degree at

Wisconsin and is close to having a Phd in

mathematics Presently he enjoys his job developing

ProEngineer software for PTC a large software

company with an office at Research Park
As much as Randy enjoys downhill skiing he

realizes that the integrity of our mountains will be

lost unless ski resort development is curtailed He

feels that ski areas must stop expanding Another

huge problem for our mountains is the increase in

population in the Salt Lake Valley Randy says
There might come a time when the increased

population in the valley will result in limiting access

in the Canyons The population explosion is not only

critical to the environment here but in the whole

I

4 iSave Our Canyons Summer 2002 www saveourcanyons org
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I

visible from throughout
Salt Lake Valley

landscape above the
Avenues
with new tracks

Construction of Olympics

rings ikon scarred the

The controversy gener
aed by the degradation
has stimulated City gov
ernmint to crack down
on'off-road vehicle

abuses

Salt Lake's New Motor-Free Foothills

Rocky is Stopp'm gy to Smell the Two-Stroke En-gmes

talt Lake City has learned a lot about the foo 7

Shills since it approv d the iftstallati 90 of thpi-3

acres of lighted Olympic'Rih6 in the 1 6eks be
fore the Games mainly that people care about

their foothills and want them protected from

damaging impacts Thankfully the city has

com e out with a str ong message to battle illegal

Off-Road Vehicles above the city
The rules are that if you are in a motorized

vehicle and are not on pavement above the bench

neighborhoods you are probably illegal If you
are caught by the helicopter or reported by wit
nesses you Will fade up to a 1000 fine 6 months

in jail andor the loss of your vehicle to the city
This may seem like an about-face from the

stance the city took on allowing dozens of vehi
cles to install the Olympic rings but it may have
been the rings controversy that brought on thi's

change One SOC staffer wondered why SLOC
didn't try to make money off of the show they put
on up there The Monster Olympic Rings
Truck Rally certainly would have fit in with the

cultural Olympiad with vehicles reving up the

steep hillside and getting stuck up to their axles

6 Save Our Canyons Summer 2002

1n d that was flying ev'erywhmu ere
Th ctators Would have gone wildspel

Adually we did
Needless to say it Was not the6n'viironmen

tally b6nigh icon tha't Mitt Ro
I

mney pro mised
Most people did not realize how fragile our-f6ot
hill environments are or how slowly theyheal
The Olympic damage was heightened becaus 6 of

the timing of construction activitie wilien'the

ground was wet but not frozen T6fe was also

an Olympic madness in the air thA t has been
shown to disorganize people's priorities

The City's new enforcement policy isa'good
one If You see illegql'motorized activit iri the

f6othills you can call the police who are now of

ficially supposed to resp ond at 799-3 000 If

that call doesn't bring action call 363-SAVE 363
7283 and Save Our Canyons staff or volunteers

along with membersof the press Will be on
site by the time you'hang up your ph one

Think of the peace of mind you Will have
at being able to leave motors at the edge of the

city0

www saveourcanyons org



Thanks to Our Donors
Save Our Canyons thanks the following donors

for their majpr gifts in the year 2001
Without their help our woA would be drastically diminished

Margaret Batson William Zwiebel

Kay Berger
Dr Mrs Wallace Brooke

Michael Bush
Dalvid and Inga Chapman
Melinda McIlwaine and David Anderson
Laura Wang David Blaine

Gale and Ann Dick
Naomi C Franklin
James Gilpin
Kenneth and Kate Handley
Brooke Hopkins
Warren and Betty Keuffel

The Wasatch Mountain Club
William and Gayle Parry
Ned Peterson

Camille Pierce and Steve Glaser

Christopher G Reveley
Dan Schroeder

Audrey N Pertl and Stephen Worcester

Graham Stork

William B Thompson
David Witherspoon
Bob and Barbara Woody
Condor Advisers

And a Special Thnks to
Xmission

for their continuing support

SECOND ANNUAL

BOTANY NIKE 1202002
Bill Gray will again be the leaderand he writes

Albion Basin in July is wonderful f6r wildflowers There may be a few better places

in the Wasatch but none so easily accessible by short hikes from a car We'll head
towards Cecret Lake with details decided at the last minute things vary from year

to year and change rapidly within each season Mostly an easy trail with plenty of

room to stand and stare

Expect to see 50 or more species of native plants in flower plus a few European

imports Some flaunt themselves but others can only be appreciatedby those willing

to stoop for a closer look What better place to get down on your hands and knees

We'll maybe look at a couple of places on the drive up the road from Alta

Meet at the prk-and-ride lot at the mouth of Little Cottonwood at 10 am to car pool
Bring water lunch a rain jacket carnera and sun screen

Please sign up for this event by calling 363-SAVE or emailing

saasaveourcanyons org

www saveourcanyons org Save Our Canyons Summer 2002 7
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SOC FOUNDERS Royd SIveat
I

Alexis was in San Antonio for

SAVE OUR CANYONS celebrated its 3 01h

anniversary with a grand party on May 6
2002 at Squashworks It was a great
event that honored three decades of vol

unteers of and activists who have worked

tirelessly to protect places in the Wasatch

we all love More than 150 individuals

enjoyed the food drinks music and com
munity that we hope will fuel the next

thirty years of activism I

Pood and raffle items Were donat ed by

many local businesses and friends who
are listed on the next page

Yankee Clipper graci ously played the

music which everyone enjoyed It Was so

much fun that we'll have to do it again

next year

Photos by Wes Odell

www saveour6anyons org
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Solitude Resort Master Plan-a Continuing Story

By Tom Stephens

T o bring the reader up to date on this issue in

March 2000'S61itude set forth a long list of

projects 4t wanted to undertake over the next

few years Most of its desired projects required

Forest Service review and authorization The

Forest Service decision maker Tom Tidwell the

Wasatch-Cache National Torest Supervisor
based here in Salt Lake City relied heavily on the

environmental impact statement process to make
his decision asto'what projects would and would

not be approved Solitude's wish list of projects

ran the gamut from the reasonable such as up
grading its chairlifts to the absurd such as a

pioposed alpine slide

Save Our Canyon volunteers have been ac
tively engaged in the Forest Service review and

analysis of theproposed projects from day one
attending meetings studying the issues prepar
ing written comments to the Forest Service It has

been a long two years of effort

To the Forest Service's credit it disallowed

the expansion of parking onto public forest lands

nixed the alpines lide stopped the construction of

the proposed ice skating rinkprohibited the ex
pansion of the ski area boundary and conse

quently the construction of a new chair lift that

would have encroached onto the Redman Camp
ground area permitted only minimal night time

I ighting and keeps Solitude on a short leash as

respects its desire to host business conventions

and other non-skier servicefunciions at those fa

cilities locat d on bli6 lande pu

On the downside the Forest Service will al
low Solitude to build the Solbright chairlift which

is part of a scheme to connect all the Wasatch ski

resorts by intrusive mechanical means promotes
the further opening of the largely untouched

Honeycomb Canyon area to more skiers and
mountain bikers and permits the construction of

a base-area 3150 foot horizontal pulse gondola

system amongst other approved projects
The final administrative step available to

citizens concerned with Solitude s development

plans was to appea I certain of the decisions found

in the Forest Supervisor's Record of Decision The
Record of Decision lists those projects that Soli

tude will and will not be able to undertake on

public land SOC appealed the decision toallow
the construction of the so-called pulse gondola
the inadequacy'of the plant and animal surveys

upon which the Forest Supervisor relied in mak
ing his decisions and the Forest Service's use of a

skier projection study produced by the Governor's

Office of Planning and Budget GOPB study
SOC's criticism and appeal of the GOPB study is

especially relevant because its skier growth pro
jections have created a purported and un
founded justification for ski area expansion here

in Utah
Prior to the appeal and as part of SOC's

written comments on the draft environmental

impact statement David Witherspoon a SOC
trustee and scientist by trade produced a devas

tating criticism of this study effectively decon

10 Save Our Canyons Summer 2002 www saveoureanyons org
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Legend

jP Proposed Shoshone
f motorized trail systemV Major roads

SLM lands

State I nds

Utah counties

E_J Designated Wilderness

Wasatch Cache National Forest

0 5 AcIn

On May 22 the House Resources

Committee marked up the

Shoshone Trail bill The mark-up
included nearly all amendments

requested by Save Our Canyons
and other conservation groups
These included the Wilderness So

ciety Sierra Club Wild Utah Pro

ject and the Southern Utah Wil

derness Alliance

The disgusting and controversial

trail system will be named qfter

Jim Hansen the controversial

and contentious

Ist District Congressman who

sponsored the legislation

Shoshone Motorized Trail
Summary of Jim Hansen's Legislative Proposal

By Jim Catlin

On March 12 2002 Congressman Hansen introduced legislation that would mandate motor
ized recreation on 567 miles of routes in the mountains of northern Utah

This bill offers an odd way of pay
I

ing homage to the Shoshone by promoting increased
motorized recreation in some of Utah's more important wildlife habitat The language of

this legislation clearly breaks from decades of off-highway yehicle OHV management
The primary purpose of this Act is to provide recreational opportunities for motorized ve

hicle use on the Trail The Trail shall be managed in a manner consistent with this purpose
Nonmotorized use of the Trail may be allowed to the extent that such use is compatible with

motorized use HR 3936 1 c3

U p to now land managers have been required
to manage motorized recreation to prevent

impacts promote safety and reduce user con
flicts As a result land managers consider wild

life soil erosion quiet recreation and other fac

tors in making decisions on where people drive

their vehicles As the language of HR 3936

shows this bill would override current Forest

Service and BLM management making motorized

vehicle use the dominate use without considera

tion of the land or other'users

The requirement for motorized use eliminates

the ability for land managers to adapt use on the

land in response to changes in the watershed its

wildlife orother users This region is know for

its importance to wildlife Many of t he proposed
Shoshone motorized trail routes cross critical

habitat for elk moose and deer Utah State Uni
versity analyzed the potential habitat for species

I
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VIISI nevelo pments Proposed

By Sander Lazar

Two County Planning Conmissions

Oppose Powder Mountain Proposals

Since developer Brent Ferrin first brought his

Powder Mountain expans ion proposals to Cache

and Weber Counties a lot has happened In addi

tion to the previously proposed developments
mentioned in our last newsletter including 15

new chairlifts two 18-hole golf courses over 850

condos up to 500 4 million single family resi

dences town houses several hotels an equestrian

park and a new 4-lan e Cache County freeway
other proposals have come to our attention in
cluding several helicopter pads an airstrip and

eight corporate retreats Furthermore Ferrin has

changed the rezone prop6sal in Weber County so

as to no longer include even a square inch of open
space zoning

The public has had numerous opportunities to

comment and has it ever-done so Organized op
position in Cache County has been led by Sherry

Lowery and others and an estimated 150 people
stormed the County Council public hearing on the

9th of April Ninety percent of the speakers were

strongly opposed to any Powder Mountain expan
sion and to the creation of the proposed Resort

and Recreation Zoning'4he Cache Co Planning
Commission had recommend ed against creation
of the resortrecreation zoning sought by the de
veloper The Cache CoCouncil'could make its d6
cision as early as May 28th

Pubic participation in Weber County hasn't

been quite as large as in Cache but this is

changing rapidly Turnout at the April 30th

Planning Commission hearing was much lairger

than at the March 19thhearing The commission
has tabled the issue twice now citing the need for

more information and input into the process Af
ter a five-hour public hearing held on May 21 the

Weber Co planning commission gave a thumbs
down on the vast development

Save Our Canyons staff continues to work

with other groups including Audubon Sierra Club
and Utah Waters to increase public participation
at future hearings on the PoWder-Mtn proposals

Ferrin's option to purchase Powder Mountain
from longtime owner Alvin Cobabe expires on

July 15 so he is hoping to get the rezones pushed
through by then If the rezones have not hap
pened by that date it is unclear whether he
would still purchase the ski resort Most of the

approximately 12000 Acres which he could pur
chase is undeveloped prime wildlife habitat and

incredibly scenic Waves caused by the expansion
would be felt far beyond the mountain itself

likely impacts include water quality water quan
tity air quality wildlife migrations possible
threatened or endangered species urban sprawl
property taxes and lift ticket prices just to name
a few

Bonanza Resort

United Park City Mines Co UPCMC has al

ready obtained a density determination from Wa
satch County that allows for a 160 home units 70

condo units a 40000 sq foot lodge and 70000 sq
ft of resort commercial space Save Our Canyons
failed to convince Wasatch County to reduce this

density but has made progress on negotiating a

conservation easement

Two separate contracts one with Wasatch

County one with Park City require UPCMC to

place approximately 1200 acres of their land un
der conservation easement Save Our Canyons
has been working with UPCMC to forge an ease
ment that grants maximum protection to this

land We believe UPCMC and everyone else

would benefit from abandonment of the golf
course and leaving1hat acreage asopen space It

has been reported that only about 15 of those

who live in golf communities acfually golf them
selves but everyone appreciates open space We
are working toward having an easement signed

by all parties by August This would save an

unique and precious portion of the Wasatch from

ever getting developed
Meanwhile UPCMC still needs to get several

approvals from'Wasatch County as well as their

wetlands permit from the Army Corps of Engi
neers Save Our Canyons will continue to be in

volved and encourages more public participation
to preserve watershed wildlife and aesthetic

qualities of the Bonanza area to the greatest ex
tent possible L
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Save Our Canyons Survey

We at Save Our Canyons would like to know how we are doing We sent out a survey

asking you our members to respond to give us a better idea what issues are most

important to you and how we can better address the many issues we are currently

tackling Please take the time to complete this confidential survey and return it to

us by June 1 If you have any questions regarding the survey please call me at

801 363-SAVE or e-mail me at lisasaveourcanyons or Thank you for all of your
wonderful support

LISA SMITH
Membership Coordinator

Renewal Reminder

Don't forget to send in your membership renewals YOU make all of our work

possibl By sending in your renewal you will save us the cost of additional

reminders and ensure that the maximum proportion of your dues will be used to

help protect the Wasatch If you have already renewed many thanks Send renewals

to

Save Our Canyons
PO Box 112017 SLC UT 84147

Or renew with Visa or Mastercard by calling Lisa at 801 363-SAVE 363-7283

CITIZENS COMM ITTE E TO
SAVE OUR CANYONS
PO Box 112017

Salt Lake City LIT 84147
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