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Visit the Save Our Canyons Website
Today!

Be sure to visit the Save Our Canyons website at
WWW.Saveourcanyons.org
You will find colorful and informative pictures;
information about Save Our Canyon's history, philosophy,
current issues, and much more, composed in an eye-catching and
efficient format.

It's one of the best websites on the Net.
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project that could be the most important of

the decade — building support for
enlargement of existing wilderness areas in the
central Wasatch Range.

This range just east of Salt Lake Valley
provides drinking water for 500,000 residents
of the valley. The central Wasatch canyons are
also the most heavily used national forest
lands in the country. These facts together
present an extraordinary challenge to
managers of these lands: the Forest Service,
Salt Lake City Public Utilities, and Salt Lake
County.

These agencies are under constant
pressure from developers who envision various
profitable opportunities presented by public
lands so near to a growing population center.
The pressure is intense and needs to be

*. resisted strenuously.’ "

Congressional de51gnat10n of critical and
wild lands as Wilderness is the surest way to
assure that these areas will be managed so as
to "secure for the American people of the
present and future generations the benefits of
an enduring resource of wilderness". That is
language from the famous Wilderness Act of
September 3, 1964. Such management
directives, being mandated by Congress, have
a certain lasting stability against the shifts of
government policies and changes in agency
personnel. '

There are already three such w1lderness K
areas in the central Wasatch: Lone Peak (1978)
and Mt. Olympus and Twin Peaks (1984).

Save Our Canyons helped bring about these
wilderness designations. It has become clear,
however, in the yearssince 1978, that these
existing wilderness dreas need to be expanded.
Many of the original boundaries were the

i Save Our Canyons is planning a major

'PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

results of various compromises that have

turned out to have been short-sighted.

Salt Lake City has been pushing its own
Watershed Protection Wilderness Bill for more-
than three years and Save Our Canyons has

- been working jointly with them to advance
~ protection of this vital resource. Our concerns

go beyond those of the city in that we would
like to see all eligible at-risk roadless lands
designated while we have this opportunity.
See the map on opposite page.

We have had encouraging discussions with-
other environmental groups as well as with
local and federal government agencies. There
will be conflicts, to be sure, but it is time to
give the highest priority to building consensus
in support of enlarging the existing wilderness
areas.

There is much mlsunderstandmg about
wilderness. Wilderness designation provides
that there shall be no commercial enterprise
and no permanent nor temporary road within a
wilderness area. Use of motor vehicles,
motorized equipment, landing of aircraft, or
the building of any structure are not allowed in
a wilderness area although there are some

. provisions for previously existing permitted
“uses. Access by foot, hunting, and fishing are
permitted in wilderness areas. So are dogs,

although they are not allowed on the Salt Lake

Awatershed

. Go to our web site under "Get Involved"
and read the text of the 1964 Act.
We will keep you posted on our Watershed

- Protection Wilderness Campaign. And again,

it-is probably the most important project Save
Our Canyons will undertake in the near
future. — Gale Dick .
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‘SALT LAKE CITY'S PROPOSAL. Salt Lake City's De-

partment of Public Utilities has recommended
Wilderness designation for the sole purpose of

protecting Salt Lake's drinking. water.: The' Wa-. -
satch Mountains supply ‘water for more than”

400,000 Salt Lake residents.

It is more economical to protect the natural, -
purification processes that have evolved in the- .-
Wasatch over thousands of years, than to un- -

dertake chemical treatment which will become

more expensive as water degradation increases.
Salt Lake City's proposal does not include

Grandeur Peak, the Little Water Peak area of

‘Mt. Olympus, or extend Wilderness protection

into Silver Creek Canyon of the Ulnta National
Forest.

The city's proposal is good,'bu‘t is limited be:
cause of its focus on clean water for Salt Lake
Residents. SOC's proposal looks at qualities in
addition to water, which need to be protected
before the are lost.

SAVE OUR CANYONS' PROPOSAL. Save Our Canyons' -

wilderness recommendation would protect sev-
eral areas that were cut out of the 1978 ‘and

® Solitude

. ] .
‘e Alta  Brighton
® Snowbird - )'*’

.
ST
o

1984 Wilderness bills. These include White
Pine Canyon - threatened by ski area expan-
sion from Snowbird Ski Resort, Mineral Fork —

- which was recently opened to ATV abuse, and

Gobbler's Knob — which was cut out of the 1984
bil] for helicopter skiing.

The largest new area is the Grandeur Peak
area, which is already managed essentially like
-a Wllderness a practice that could however

change with the whim a new Forest Service
administration.

The southern boundary of the Grandeur
Peak area follows the Pipeline Trail, which
would remain open to mountain biking. Two
trails would be closed to mountain biking."

Big Water Trail from Mill Creek to Dog Lake

+and Great Western (Crestline) Tra11 would re- -

main open to biking.

In the Twin Peaks extension, the Days Fork
drainage would become erderness Access to
private property via snowmobile would not be
affected. Snowmobile recreation on Tri-Canyon
public lands is already illegal.Q

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC UTILITIES PROPOSAL
(light shading indicates proposed new Wilderness)

WWW.Saveourcanyons.org

SAVE OUR CANYONS PROPOSAL
(light shading indicates proposed new Wilderness)
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. “There might come a time
... when the increased population in the valley
will result in limiting access in the canyons.”

Voluhteer Profile

nodymm
Finds Beauty and Solace in
the Wasatch o

'By Gayle Parry

RN

How do people become environmentalists? . Having a

love and respect for nature is a good start. Liking the .

peace and quiet of a natural setting helps.  Add
stimulating outdoor activities and you've got Randy
Brown, environmentalist. The Wasatch Mountains
enable Randy to enjoy hiking the beautiful trails,
skiing at the resorts, as well as the adventure and
peace of cross-country skiing in the quiet of the

Wasatch backcountry. As a hiker and backpacker, he
marvels at the variety of flowers, the wildlife and

“serenity to be found in -the canyons that surround the
‘Salt Lake Valley. When. pressed: to say what is the
best advantage of having 'such surroundings so near

_to a big city, Randy admits it is finding a place that

gives solace to the human spirit, In fact, Randy might
not live in Salt Lake were. it not for the mountains.
When he is' not working or busy with mountain

activities, you might find him riding his bike in the -

city, swimming at Steiner Aquatics Center or doing
the tango at-some night spot. - *" . ' :

Memberships in the Wasatch Mountain Club, The
Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance and the Sierra’

"Club.mark.Randy as a wilderness and environmental
advocate. For many- years, Randy .saw bumper
stickers on cars proclaiming that we should Save Our,
Canyons. He believed that this was just an
appropriate slogan, but after seeing a disturbing
picture of the disastrous preparations for the huge

Hidden Peak structure at Snowbird Ski Resort in a

Save Our Canyons publication, he realized that Save
Our Canyons was an organization. It wasn't long
before Randy was volunteering for SOC. - ‘
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~member of our Grants Committee.

The volunteer efforts Randy has enjoyed most are

" those where he has actually been in the mountains

such as Trail Day and handing out literature at
trailheads for the helicopter initiative and the Forest
Plan Revision. In addition, Randy distributes the

" Save Our Canyons newsletters at local businesses and

has spent many hours writing and mailing letters as a
SOC was also
fortunate to have Randy donate time and labor

“itoward the success of the Save Our Canyons 30th

Anniversary Party. "Save Our Canyons impresses me
tremendously", comments Randy, "I'm impressed with
the giants we take on and how much we accomplish
with very little money."

.Randy has spent time in Wisconsin and Colorado
while at graduate school and, as a child, lived one
year in France. The rest of the time he has made his
home in Salt Lake City. He got a Bachelors Degree
at the University of Utah, a Masters Degree at
Wisconsin, and is close to having a Phd in
mathematics. Presently, he enjoys his job developing
ProEngineer software for PTC, a large software
company with an office at Research Park.

. .As much as Randy enjoys downhill skiing, he

- realizes that the integrity of our mountains will be

lost unless ski resort development is curtailed. He
feels that ski areas must stop expanding. Another

"huge problem for our mountains is the increase in
_population in the Salt Lake Valley.
“"There might come ‘a time when the increased

Randy says,
population in the valley will result in limiting access

in the Canyons. The population explosion is not only
critical to the environment here, but in the whole

WWW.Saveourcanyons.org




world. Unfortunately, the population problem is not

easy to talk about in Utah."

Randy doesn't believe he has done much as a
volunteer, but he hopes that what he has done will
encourage others to do what they can by participating

in the volunteer program. He wants to remind you

that by actively volunteering you are automatically a
member of Save Our Canyons.
Randy says, he is an outstanding volunteer and
deserves the thanks of all of us who enjoy the
Wasatch Mountains.Q

No ‘matter what

he 2002 Pfeifferhorn

Award was presented to
Bob Adler at a luncheon on
April 18", that was attended
by representatives of all six of
the presenting organizations
and many others. Adler has
been very active in
volunteering his time and
experience to many of Utah’s
conservation efforts. He is a
member of the advisory board
for Friends of Great Salt Lake
and is the current Chair of the
Conservation Committee of
Hawkwatch International.
Other groups such as the
Utah Chapter of the Sierra
Club and the conglomerate

- Utahns for Better

Transportation greatly credit
his leadership role in their
efforts to achieve better
regional transportation
planning. He was the former
Executive Director of Trustees

for Alaska before becominga

senior attorney for the
Natural Resource Defense
Council and Director of
NRDC’s Clean Water Project.

‘Adler currently teaches at the

College of Law at the
University of Utah. Adler’s
leadership and effort have
most recently gone into the
Legacy Highway effort.

Mary Gracia, President of
Great Salt Lake Audubon .
describes him by saying, “Bob
Adler’s comprehensive

- watershed and terminal basin

approach to the management
of the Great Salt Lake -

- ecosystem is visionary. His

talented leadership and
commitment to the lake has’
provided a model for others to
follow,” .

Bob Adler joins past -
recipients of the Pfeifferhorn
Award: Ellie Ienatsch, Leroy
Hooten, Dianna Lehman
Smith, George Hansen, and
Jim Bradley.

The description of the

~award reads "The

Pfeifferhorn-Conservation
Leadershlp Award is awarded
by six major environmental .

- diligently to preserve‘and

Bob Adler honored with 2002 Pfeifferhorn Award

and outdoor recreation groups ;'

each year to the individual
whom these organizations
believe should be recognized
for serving the pubhc mterest

The recipient is a person who "~

has worked hard. and+

protect someé aspect of the.
natural environment of the
State of Utah. We believe that
the leadership and results
which we honor will be
regarded by future ‘
generations as essential to the
well-being and quality of life
of our residents. We chose to
name the award after one of.
the highest nearby peaks, not

- only because the Pfeifferhorn .

exemplifies the beauty we

. strive,to protect, but because

it also symbolizes the-great
vision we need to accomphsh
that protection."

v

The “Pfeifferhorn Award” .

is jointly presented by The

Nature Conservancy, Great

Salt Lake Audubon, Save Our .

,Canyons Wasatch Mountain

Club, the Utah Nordic

.. Alliance, and the Utah

Chapter of the Sierra Club.

Many thanks to Bob Adler::

for his tremendous efforts on
Legacy Highway and as a
leader among Utah -
conservationists.O

ey g
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* - ernment to crack down

Construction of Olympics
rings ikon scarred the
landscape above the .
Avenues

with new tracks

visible from throughout
Salt Lake Valley.

The controversy gener- o

ted by the degradation
has stimulated City gov-
on off-road. vehlcle
abuses. ..

Salt Lake’s New Motor Free Foothllls'

Rocky is Stoppmg to Smell the Two-Stroke Engmes

alt Lake City has learned a lot about’the foot-
hills since it-approved the installation:of the'3
acres of lighted Olympic Rings in the wéeks 'be:
fore the Games — mainly, that people care about
their foothills and want them protected from
damaging impacts. Thankfully, the city has

come out with a strong- message to battle 111egal .

Off-Road Vehicles above the city.
The rules are that if you are in a motorlzed

vehlcle and are not on pavement above the bench -

neighborhoods, you are probably illegal. ' If you
are caught by the helicopter or reported by wit-
nesses you will fa¢e up to a-$1,000 fine, 6 months
in jail, and/or theloss of your vehicle to the city.

. This may seem like an about-face from" the
stance the city took on allowing'dozens of vehi-
cles to install the Olympic rings, but it may have
been the rings controversy that brought on this
change. One SOC staffer wondered why SLOC
didn't try to make money off of the show they put
on up there. The "Monster (Olympic Rings)

. Truck Rally" certainly would have fit in with the

cultural Olympiad with vehicles reving up the
steep hillside and getting stuck up to their axles

i
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F i the mud that was ﬂylng everywhere 3

B The spectators would Have gone wild. :

" Actually we did. - , o

Needless to say, it was not the énvironmen- B

-tally benign "icon" that Mitt Romney promlsed :
Most people did not realize how fragile our foot-

hill environments are, or how slowly they. heal.

The Olympic.damage was heightened because of

the .timing of construction activitie§ when'the
ground was wet, but not frozen. Thére was also

an Olympic madness in the air that has been ;
shown to disorganize people s priorities. : ;
. The City's new’ enforcement policy is a good
one. If you see illegal motorized activity in the
“foothills, you can call the police (who are now of- -
ficially: supposed to respond) at- 799-3000. If
that call doesn’t bring action call 363-SAVE (363-

" 7283) and Save Our Canyons’ staff or volunteers .
" — along with members of the press -- will be'on'.".

s1te by the time you hang up your phone, e
" “Think of the pedce of mind you will’ have .

at bemg able to leave motors at the edge of the

city.Q

www.saveourcanyons.org




e

.. Kay Berger William and Gayle Parry
. Dr. & Mrs. Wallace Brooke Ned Peterson - N
M1chael Bush _ ' Camille Pierce and Steve Glaser
David and Inga Chapman T  Christopher G. Reveley
Melinda Mcllwaine and David Anderson Dan Schroeder
Laura Wang & David Blaine - ~ Audrey N. Pertl and Stephen Worcester
Gale and Ann Dick _ : Graham Stork
Naomi C. Franklin _ William B. Thompson
. James Gilpin ' David Witherspoon
'Kenneth and Kate Handley ‘ , Bob and Barbara Woody
Brooke Hopkins : ~ .. Condor Advisers
Warren and Betty Keuffel - . _
’ And a Special Thnks to -
- Xmission

- Thanks m lllll‘ Donors

Save Our Canyons thanks the followmg donors - |
for their major gifts in the year 2001. .
~ Without their help our work would be drastlcally dlmmlshed _

M‘arga‘r'et Batson & William Zwiebel  The Wasatch Mountain Club

for their continuing support

SECONDANNUAL
BOTANY HIKE -uy 20 2002
Blll Gray will, agam, be the leader and he wrltes.

in the Wasatch, but none so easily accessible by short hikes from a car. We'll head

to year, and change rapidly within each season. Mostly an easy trail with plenty of
room to stand and stare.

Expect to see 50 or more species of native plants in flower, plus a few European

to stoop for a closer look. What better. place to get down on your hands and knees!
we'll maybe look at a couple of places on the drive up the road from Alta.

Meet at the park and-ride lot at the mouth of Little Cottonwood at 10 am to car pool
Bring water, lunch, a rain jacket, camera, and sun screen.
Please sign up for this event by calling 363 SAVE or emailing . .
‘hsa@saveourcanyons .Org.

Save Our Canyons - Summer, 2002 7
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Albion Basin in July is wonderful for wildflowers. There may be a few better places

towards Cecret Lake, with details decided at the last minute — things vary from year

imports. Some flaunt themselves, but others can only be appreciated by those w1llmg' '




SOC FOUNDERS: Floyd Siveat,
Alexis was in San Antonig for |

‘ Gal
: on,
id WithersPoor
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30C’s 30thi

SAVE OUR CANYONS celebrated its 30" T
anniversary with a grand party on May 6, vi
2002 at Squashworks. It was a great fc
event that honored three decades of vol-
unteers of and activists who have worked
tirelessly to protect places in the Wasatch
we all love. More than 150 individuals
enjoyed the food, drinks, music, and com-
munity that we hope will fuel the next
thirty years of activism. B

Food and raffle items were donated by
many local businesses and friends who
are listed on the next page. '

Yankee Clipper graciously played the
music which everyone enjoyed. It was so
much fun that we'll have to do it again
next year.

Photos by Wes Odell
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2yd Sweat, Alexis Kelner (virtual), Gale Dick.
2tonis for his son’s wedding.

The following businesses and indi-
viduals donated services, raffle items,
food, and in-kind gifts.

Gastronomy
Chaco Sandals
Wild Rose
Black Diamond
Wasatch Touring
REI
Squashworks
QOasis Café
Golden Braid
Gandolpho's
Vortex Backpacks
Boulder Mountain Lodge
Uinta Brewing Co.
Ken Sanders Rare Books .
Brooke Hopkins
Petzl
Alexis Kelner
The Pub at Trolley Square
Wild Oats
Q Street Gallery
Craig Jenkins
John Johnson
Yankee Clipper
(who provided the music)

Save Our Canyons - Summer, 2002
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Solitude Resort Master Plan-a Continuing Story

By Tom Stephens

o bring the reader up to date on this issue, in

March 2000 Solitude set forth a long list of

projects it wanted to undertake over the next
few years. Most of its desired projects required

_ Forest Service rev1ew and authorization. The

Forest Service decision maker, Tom Tidwell (the
Wasatch-Cache National .Forest Supervisor)
based here in Salt Lake City, relied heavily on the
environmental impact statemerit process to make
his decision as to what projects would and would
not be approved. Solitude's wish list of projects
ran the gamut from the reasonable, such as up-
grading its chairlifts, to the absurd, such as a
proposed alpine slide. = . :

s

‘Save Our Canyon volunteers have been ac-’

tlvely engaged in"the Forest Service review and
analysis of the proposed projects from day one:
attending meetings, studying the issues, prepar-
ing written comments to the Forest Service. It has
been a long two years of effort.

To the Forest Service's credlt it disallowed
the expansion of parking onto pubhc forest lands,
nixed the alpxne slide, stopped the construction of

'{'.'the proposed ice: skatmg rmk _prohibited the ex-
"pansion of the ski area“ "boundary and conse-

quently the construction of a new chair lift that
would have encroached onto the Redman Camp-
ground area, permitted only minimal night time
lighting, and keeps Solitude on a short leash as
respects its desire to host business conventions
and other non-skier service functlons at those fa-
c111t1es located on pubhc Iand

10 Save Our Canyons - Summer, 2002

On the downside, the Forest Service will al-
low Solitude to build the Solbright chairlift, which
is part of a scheme to connect all the Wasatch ski
resorts by intrusive mechanical means, promotes
the further opening of the largely untouched
Honeycomb Canyon area to more skiers and
mountain bikers, and permits the construction of
a base-area 3,150 foot horizontal pulse gondola
system, amongst other approved projects.

- The final administrative step available to.
citizens .concerned with Solitude's development
plans was to appeal certain of the decisions found
in the Forest Supervisor's Record of Decision. The
Record of Decision lists those projects that Soli- -
tude will and will not be able to undertake on 4
public land. SOC appealed the decision to allow
the construction of the so-called pulse gondola
the inadequacy of the plant and animal surveys
upon which the Forest Superv1s0r‘reheld in mak-
ing his decisions and the Forest Service's use of a
skier projection study produced by the Governor's
Office of Planning and Budget (GOPB study).
SOC's criticism and appeal of the GOPB study is .
especially relevant because its skier growth pro-.
jections have created a purported (and un-
founded) justification for ski area expansmn here
in Utah.

Prior to the appeal, and as part of SOC's
written comments on the draft environmental
impact statement, David Witherspoon, a SOC
trustee and scientist by trade, produced a devas-
tating criticism of this study, effectively decon-

WWW.Saveourcanyons.org




structlng the whole statistical basis and sloppy
analytlcal work on which the GOPB study's con-
clusions weie based.

The Forest Service ult1mately agreed with

David's dnalysis of the GOPB study, and, ‘as re-

sult; adJusted the study s skier growth projections

.downward dramatically, by approximately 62%!
Even, with this adjustment of skier growth projec-
‘tions, SOC.still appealed the Forest Service's use

of th1s study, as it (and others like it) are com-

‘monly used to justify ski resort expansion plans

on public land. Prior to the Forest Service's deci-

_sion on the SOC appeal points, SOC withdrew its

plant and animal survey appeal since the Forest
Service, in a meeting with SOC prior to its deci-
sion, ag‘reed to conduct further surveys on certain
plant and animal species likely to be impacted by
construction activities and facilities at Solitude.

Solitude also. appealed certain decisions of the
Forest Supervisor, such as his refusal to allow the
construction of the Redman chairlift, the ice
skating rink or the expansion of its parking onto
public land. The Forest Service will not make its
decision on Solitude's appeal until sometime in
the latter part of May or June.

" the pulse gondola an

“officially lost its: appea

On. Aprll 18, th 'Forest Serv1ce reJected
SOC's remaining twi eal poirts . ‘concerning
e’ Forest Service's reli:
ance on. the GOPB skiér projection study. Thig
outcome was not unexpected as the Forest. Serv-
ice routmely reJects su 'appeals Although SOC
1 garding. the future use
of the flawed GOPB skie projéction study, it 1s
unlikely any. ski resort: part1san‘ or governmerit
entity will, in the future attempt to use the'dis-
credited methodology or make the same flawed
assumptions found in the GOPB study to justify
ski resort expansion plans on public land. It is
also unlikely the Governor's Office of Planning
and Budget will be so sloppy.and unscientific
when it conducts future skier growth projection
studies. As for the pulse gondola, in the absence
of litigation, someone: Solitude, its real estate de-

- velopment partner, or. perhaps a. future owner;of

the ski area will: probably ‘build this unnecessary
contraption sometime in the future. The Forest
Service assures SOC that appropriate mitigation
measures will be taken to minimize its effect on
the Wasatch viewshed. Skepticism is in order.
Time will tell whether, or not the Forest.Service
can live up to its m1t1gat10n promlse Q

B

Have you ever dreamed of donning a coon-skin
hat, slipping into some deer skin clothes,
loading your horse with a rifle and string of
metal traps, and heading out on a trapping
‘expedition?

Well, me neither . .‘but, we have
somethlng that will glve you that same feeling
of purpose and accomplishment that you mlght
have gotten as a trapper exchanging your 4
beaver and 3 muskrat pelts for a gallon jug of _
whiskey at the U.S. Trading Post.

" You can help buy Bear Trap Fork of Big
Cottonwood Canyon and permanently protect -
it from the jaws of development”' But you
have to act quickly...

Salt Lake City w1th the help of Utah Open
Lands and Save Our Canyons is in the process
of trying to buy Bear Trap Fork of Big
Cottonwood Canyon. The option to purchase
the Bear Trap parcel expires on June 15th,
which necessitates the urgency to raise funds
All funds sent on behalf of Bear Trap will be
used for the purchase and preservation of the
mouth of Bear Trap. This 38 acres of land
would be placed under a conservation

easement with Utah Open Lands to be
permanently protected for its watershed and.
wildlife values. It will remam open to the
public for hiking and other pr1m1t1ve
recreation. The preservation of the Bear Trap '
parcel would preclude the development of -
potentially 38 addltlonal home sites, and would
be another area in Blg Cottonwood Canyon
where we canrrest easy knowing that the )
bulldozers will not bé growling' around the next
bend. Send in a contribution today to ensure
that Bear Trap is not ensnared by "
development. Checks can'be made out to
either Save Our Canyons or Utah Open Lands
and can be sent to: PO Box 112017, Salt Lake
City, UT 84147. Or call 363- SAVE to donate
with a credit card. Under the circumstance - -
that the land is not purchased or Utah Open
Lands does not hold the conservation o
easemernt, Bear Trap spec1ﬁed funds will be
returned.
Save Our Canyons and Utah Open Lands -
are 501 (C)(3) non- proﬁts and all donations are
tax deductible to the fullest'extent of the law." =

WWW.saveourcanyons .org
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Shoshone Motorized Trail

Summary of Jim Hansen's Legislative Proposal

By Jim Catlin

On March 12, 2002, Congressman Hansen introduced legislation that would mandate motor-
ized recreation on 567 miles of routes in the mountains of northern Utah.

This bill offers an odd way of paying homage to the Shoshone by promoting 1ncreased
motorized recreation in some of Utah's more important w1ldhfe habitat . The language of
this legislation clearly breaks from decades of off-highway vehlcle (OHV) management

"The primary purpose of this Act is to provide recreational opportunities for motorized ve-
hicle use on the Trail. The Trail shall be managed in a manner consistent with this purpose.

Nonmotorized use of the Trail may be allowed
motorized use." HR 3936, 1 (c)(3)

to the extent that such use is compatible with

Up to now, land managers have been required
to manage motorized recreation to prevent
impacts, promote safety, and reduce user con-
flicts. As a result, land managers consider wild-
life, soil erosion, quiet recreation, and other fac-
tors in making decisions on where people drive
their vehicles. As the language of HR 3936
shows, this bill would override current Forest
Service and BLM management making motorized
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vehicle use the dominate use without considera-
tion of the land or other users.

The requirement for-motorized use eliminates
the ability for land managers to adapt use on the
land in response to changes in the watershed, its
wildlife, or other users. This region is know for
its importance to wildlife.
Shoshone motorized trail routes cross critical
habitat for elk, moose, and deer. Utah State Uni-
versity analyzed the potential habitat for species

www.saveourcanyons.org

Many of the proposed .




at risk. 35 animals and 18 plants that are in se-
rious trouble because of habitat impacts that are
likely to occur in areas where the Shoshone mo-

torized trail systerh is proposed. No studies have

been conducted as to the impact that this trail
may have on their continued viability.

Objective assessment of this legislative pro-
posal has been tainted with offers of federal
money to build and manage the trail system.
Utah Department of Parks and Recreation, which
faces a serious financial shortfall this year, could
receive up to $5,000,000 dollars for the Shoshone
motorized trail system. The current budget crisis
has caused the Department of Parks and Recrea-
tion to close a number of state parks, an unprece-
dented action. One. third of the federal funds
promised in The Bear River Migratory Bird Ref-
uge Settlement Act of 2002 (HR 3958) is slated to
go to the state Department of Parks and Recrea-
tion relieving its financial crisis.

Almost half of the motorized routes on the
Shoshone trail system lie on private lands, 260
miles to be precise. While the bill includes lan-
guage that gives the current land owner the right
to refuse, many if not most land owners oppose
the federal control that the bill suggests on pri-
vate lands. Once a willing land owner agrees to
be part of the motorized trail system, that owner
would turn over to the Feds control of vehicle use
on the owners land. This control is, for all legal
purposes, an encumbrance that restricts the

owner's use and sale of land. Many of the private
landowners involved have waged usually losing
battles to keep all terrain vehicles (ATVs) off
their land and would not welcome this piece of
legislation.

The legislation would override current Na-
tional Forest management in this region. Many
of the proposed Shoshone motorized routes are
today closed to ATV use under current forest
management. 24 miles of the proposed routes
carve paths through roadless areas which, under
a proposed forest plan, are slated for increased
protection from ATV use. The Wasatch-Cache
Forest Planning process has collected 3,700 com-
ments from the public, which are being studied,
in part, to determine the future management of
this and other areas on the forest. If passed the
legislation would override a long history of local
community involvement on a contentious issue.

The conservation community supports re-
sponsible motorized use on public lands. Respon-
sible use ensures that motorized recreation occurs
in deference to the needs of the land and other
users. Monitoring and changes in management in
response to growing impacts go hand in hand
with responsible management. The language in
this Shoshone motorized trail bill removes the
kind of checks and balances that are essential to
encourage recreation within the limits of the pro-
ductivity and health of the land and its users.Q

messages sent out to the list.

E-MAIL SUBSCRIBERS SOUGHT!

If you once subscribed to the Save Our Canyons mailing list, but are
no longer rece1vmg e-mails from us (we lost our e-mail list in a com-
- puter disaster in February 2002), we'd love to re-subscribe you.

If you have never subscribed, the list is a great way to be notified
immediately whenever there is an urgent issue that desperately
needs your participation to influence the outcome.

Slmply send your subscription request to:

info@saveourcanyons.org.

Please include your full name in the body of the e-mail and make
the subject of the message "Subscribe". -

We do not share your e-mail address w1th any other person or or-
ganization. Your name and e-mail address will not be shown on any

WWW.saveourcanyons.org
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By Sander Lazar

Two County Plannmg Commlssmns
Oppose Powder Mountain Proposals.

Since developer Brent Ferrin first brought his
Powder Mountain expansion proposals to Cache
and Weber Counties, a lot has happened. In addi-
tion to the previously proposed developments
mentioned in our last newsletter, including 15
new chairlifts, two 18-hole golf courses, over 850
condos, up to.500 $4 million single family resi-
dences; town houses, several hotels, an equestrian
park, and a new 4-lane Cache County freeway,
other proposals have come to our attention, in-
cluding several helicopter pads, an airstrip, and
eight corporate retreats.: Furthermore, Ferrin has
changed the rezone proposal in. Weber County so
as torio longer include evén-a square inch of open
space zoning.

The public has had numerous opportunities to
comment, and has it ever-done so! Organized op-
position in Cache County has been led by Sherry
Lowery and others, and an estimated 150 people
stormed the County Council public hearing on the
9th of April. Ninety percent of the speakers were
strongly opposed to any Powder Mountain expan-
sion, and to the creation of the proposed Resort
and Recreation Zoning: “The Cache Co. Planning
Commission had recommended against creation
of the resort/recreation zoning- sought by the de-
veloper. The Cache Co.Council could make its de-
cision as early as May 28th.

Pubic participation in Weber County hasnt
been quite as large as in Cache, but this is
changing rapidly. Turnout at the April 30th
Planning Commission hearing was much larger
than at the March 19th.hearing. The commission
has tabled the issue twice now, citing the need for
more information and input into the process. Af-

ter a five-hour public-hearing held on May 21 the:

Weber Co. planning commission gave a thumbs
down on the vast development.
Save Our Canyons staff continues to work
with other groups including Audubon, Sierra Club
and Utah Waters to increase public participation
at future hearings on the Powder Mtn proposals.
Ferrin's option to purchase Powder Mountain
from longtime owner Alvin Cobabe expires on
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. der conservation easement

July 15, so he is hoping to get the rezones pushed
through by then. If the rezones have not hap-
pened by that date, it is unclear whether he
would still purchase the ski resort. Most of the
approximately 12,000 acres which he could pur-
chase is undeveloped, prime wildlife habitat, and
incredibly scenic. Waves caused by the expansion
would be felt far. beyond the mountain itself;
likely impacts include water quality, water quan-
tity, air quality, wildlife migrations, possible
threatened or endangered species urban sprawl,
property taxes, and lift ticket prices, just to name
a few.

Bonanza Resort

United Park City Mines Co. (UPCMC) has al-
ready obtained a density determination from Wa-
satch County that allows for a 160 home units, 70
condo units, a 40,000 sq. foot lodge and 70,000 sq.
ft. of resort/commercial space. Save Our Canyons
failed to convince Wasatch County to reduce this
density, but has made progress on negotiating a
conservation easement. ,

Two separate contracts (one with Wasatch
County, one with Park City) require UPCMC to
place approximately 1,200 acres of their land un-
Save Our Canyons
has been working with UPCMC to. forge an ease-

-ment that grants maximum protection to this

land. We believe UPCMC ‘and everyone else
would benefit from abandonment of the golf
course and leaving that acreage as:.open space. It
has been reported that only about 15% of those

- who live in golf communities actually golf them-

selves, but everyone appreciates open space. We
are working toward having an easement signed
by all parties by August. This would save an

unique and precious portion of the Wasatch from

ever getting developed.

Meanwhile, UPCMC still needs to get several
approvals from Wasatch County, as well as their
wetlands permit from the Army Corps of Engi-
neers. Save Our Canyons will continue to be in-

volved and encourages more public participation

to preserve watershed, wildlife, and aesthetic
qualities of the Bonanza area to the greatest. ex-
tent possible.Q
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The Good, the Bad, and thellglv

GOooOD. Utah Forest Activists groups are form-
ing a network to jointly combat statewide and
national threats to Forest Service lands and ad-
vance Roadless and Wilderness protection
throughout the state. Participating groups at
this stage include: Sierra Club, Wild Utah Pro-
ject, High Uinta's Preservation Council, South-
ern Utah Wilderness Alliance, Wild Utah Forest
Campaign, Save Our Canyons, Boulder Moun-
tain Regional Group, Red Rock Forests, and the
Wilderness Society.

GOOD. The Uinta National Forest is beginning
the process of containing mining waste impacts
"in upper American Fork Canyon. Currently these
waste piles are leaching heavy metals into the

soil and waterways wh1ch can harm humans and
wildlife.

GoOD. No News is Good News. There is still
no decision from the 10" Circuit Court with re-
gard to Save Our Canyons' Hidden Peak lawsuit.

UGLY. Restoration of the Olympic Rings. site is
far from happening. Reseeding of the access road
doesn't look like it's working, possibly because of
drought conditions this spring or possibly be-

cause the reclamation plan wasn’t followed.

There is still broken glass httermg the h11151de
where the rings were.

UGLY. Salt Lake Clty has put a new structure

on Bonneville Drive in City Créek Canyon that
may look like a giant concert amphitheater, but
in fact will serve the purpose of salt storage in
the winter and will be converted to a large pi¢-
nic pavilion in the summer. This fortunate salt .
pile no longer has the embarrassment of be-
ing overshadowed by ‘the larger homes in the- ’

~ neighborhood.

Goop, BAD,,AND UGLY. UDOT was hit by an
avalanche of opposition on May 8th when Save
Our Canyons caught wind of a plan to begin con-
structing of $15 million worth of avalanche sheds
in Little Cottonwood Canyon this summer. -After

'not returning calls or answering the phones for

24 hours, UDOT emerged calling the schedule a
"mistake." They have once again assured us that
we will be notified if this proposal moves forward
and assured us an Environmental Impact State-
ment would be prepared. It is still on UDOT's ten
year plan. Proponents have yet to explain the
necessity of these structuresQ.

Third Anaual Savo Our cainvdﬁs |
GEOLOGY ||||(E

Saturday August 10, 2002

Hike to Cecret Lake and Sugar Loaf Pass .
with geologist Bill Parry

: THE HIKE: Trailhead in Albion Basin to Cecret Lake and on to Sugar Loaf- Pass.
(2 miles, 1100 feet elevauon gam)

- GEOLOGICAL FEATURES: Massive prehistoric rock slide, igneous intrusions, Precambnan '
and Pleistocene glacial deposits, Paleozoic llmestones, thrust faults, and more.

Meet at the Park and Ride Lot at the mouth of thtle Cottonwood Canyon for car
pooling at 8: 30 AM. -

Brmg lunch drmkmg water, sturdy hiking boots, sun screen, rain gear in case of
inclement weather. »

_Please sign up for this event by calling 363-SAVE
or emailing: Lisa@saveourcanyons.org

www.saveourcanyons.org
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Save Our Canyons Survey -

We at Save Our Canyons would like to know how we are doing. We sent out a survey
asking you, our members, to respond to give us a better idea what issues are most
important to you and how we can better address the many issues we are currently
tackling. Please take the time to complete this confidential survey and return it to
us by June 1*. If you have any questions regarding the survey, please call me at
(801) 363-SAVE or e-mail me at lisa@saveourcanyons.org . Thank you for all of your:
wonderful support!

LISA SMITH
Membership Coordinator

Renewal Reminder

Don'’t forget to send in your membership renewals. YOU make all of our work
possible! By sending in your renewal, you will save us the cost of additional
reminders and ensure that the maximum proportion of your dues will be used to
help protect the Wasatch. If you have already renewed, many thanks! Send renewals
to:

Save Our Canyons
P.O. Box 112017, SLC, UT 84147

Or, renew with Visa or Mastercard by calling Lisa at (801) 363-SAVE (363-7283).
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