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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

A ThirV Yeav

Learning Cu

W en three people Alexis Kelner

Floyd Sweat and I started Save Our

Canyons 30 ears ago I doubt if any

of us had any idea that it would still be around

30 years in the future At the time I imagined

that the fledgling organization might last a

year and then having solved the problems that

we thought we faced we could abandon the

nuisance of fretting about Wasatch canyon

problems and get on with enjoying them

How innocent we were And how little we
understood the opportunities for public

participation that came with the passage of the

National Environmental Policy Act in 1969

NEPA opened up a new era in the difficult

dialogue about the management of federal

lands It also made participation in this

dialogue much more strenuous for everyone

involved but also more fruitful than it had

been before

Save Our Canyons'three decades of action

has been exciting laborious sometimes

euphoric often discouraging There is plenty

to be proud of Lone Peak Mt Olympus and

Twin Peaks wilderness designations keeping
all Olympic venues out of Big and Little

Cottonwood Canyons SOC has also played a

big and continuing role in Forest and County

planning processes that restricted private

developments enhanced water quality and

controlled motorized recreation and gun

hunting in the canyons closest to the cities

Recent Forest Service decisions convince us

that our views are being heard and better

decisions are being made Snowbird and

Solitude ski resorts and helicopter skiing

decisions have reflected this Almost every day

brings some small advance

There have of course been

disappointments A particularly painful one

was the Forest Service's approval of a

whopping 50 000 square foot structure on so
called Hidden Peak at the Snowbird resort

The decision of the loth circuit court of appeals

on the lawsuit we brought in connection with

the Snowbird decision is still pending
Administrative appeals up the Forest Service

chain of authority are uniformly disappointing

The pervading Utah enthusiasm for ill

considered and harmful development projects

has been depressing
Has it all been worth it Yes it has Save

Our Canyons has developed from a group of

three determined but initially somewhat

naive volunteer activists to an organization

with a large and growing membership a hard

working 3-member staff and a band of some
100 volunteers who put in 6000 hours of

service in 2001 We have the attention of the

news media in a way unimaginable in 1972

We've learned the ropes through the years and
I should add made enough mistakes to cause

the lessons to sink in Our range of projects is

enormously broader than at the beginning
But you know what We never have

definitively solved those problems that we
confidently believed we could dispose of in 6

months or at most a year

Maybe we will have solved all of them by
2032 Gale Dick

Save Our Canyons wishes to thank

Xmission

for their continuing support of our conservation activities

2 Save Our Canyons Spring 2002 www saveourcanyons org



ea
EB

cc

a
Dm

I C41 1 1 1

El 0 0 0 4S 0

1 71 J 4 Cd
0 rr 4 0

s r 1 0 m 0 n cz U I
4 LZ CO 00 1-44 4 riz

4
CD

I 0
r 4-4 0C 0

erq

U2 Z cz a 3 4
PC Q Q4 0 1-4

2 a cl cz 4
4 cz

C 0 0 Wo 0 2 4 co
UlE 0 co U al 0Ul M 0 0 1 4-J W W

0 4 z m 0
rS as 44 in 0 n t

0 U a U 0z 4 WQ 0 m
0 0 t 0 0 4

44 cz
0 M 0

4D
cz 4

4-D
0bn o

CO

CZ PL4 0 wcz
4-j tjbn w t4 Cn a

0 cz

Q 41 cz4 C6 a 0
U cz m

cz

4 M e 0
n q bD 14a P r 0 Cl I C Q 0 ra C Pi UL o 4 10 a 4 p 0 0 CO a 0 0 0

0 C4 m 0
a 0

C6
0 0 UO r-3M 0 C's cz4co 41In

C

IM4

Co CZ

CZ

0 0
uW

i74 0 0 o 0 i t m 3 0 4
0 43 lz 0

73

C

z U
0

0
14141 4-J 44 P C

U CO 0 a bO

4

0
4

cz
14

D
0 QU2

cu
s

CZ 4 0
4 a
a cn bn o Q

o 04
o o C

CZ0
1 40 N 4

4 4-J
4-1

0
E

uo bD
Zcz

cz

4-1

4 cz

rn 04 W 0 U

co 0 C1
cz

I
41

cqL a 4
cz

aa co 41
ClC

4-Z e Q s 0
I en

M a 1-1 0
C M 0 0 0 4a a 0 cn

C1
Ul

m

Co a4 0 cl 40 a 0
0 C

10 0 0r 4 a go

4 3

r Cl

0
43

044 0
4-jUl

0 j Cu
cz M

bD

cz



land management statutes provided new and
previously undreamed oflevels of public in

volvement in governmental decision making
SOC participated actively in the Forest Service's

initial Tri-Canyons and Uinta National Forest

plans
The group sent a spokesman to Washington

to lobby for enactment of the Lone Peak Wil
derness and to testify before a congressional

subcommittee writing the legislation SOC's ef

forts along with those of other Utah conserva

tion groupsbore fruit the Lone Peak area was

designated Wilderness in 1976 A similar lob

bying effort was launched on behalf of the bill

establishing the Olympus Twin Peaks Tim

panogos and Nebo Wilderness areas SOC was

actively involved in the formulation of the 1985

Wasatch-Cache National Forest Land Use Plan

and Salt Lake County's complementary master

plan for the canyons
Another important SOC contribution at this

time was its work with others in actively op
posing Brighton Resort's proposed expansion

into Snake Creek Canyon on the east side of the

Wasatch Range One of SOC's legal experts

provided valuable expertise to the Snake Creek

Preservation Society in its successful effort to

have several hundred acres of developable pri

vate land put into public ownership a strongly

worded conservation covenant was included in

the land transfer

A crucial step in the long process leading up
to the 2002 Salt Lake City Winter Olympic

Games was a 1989 state referendum vote on

using state funds to finance Olympic facilities

In response to a membership survey Save Our

Canyons did not oppose the Winter Olympics

during this 1989 referendum SOC's main con
cern then and on the occasion of earlier bids

was the placement of venues in the nearby can

yons
In an early experiment with the effectiveness

of litigation SOC initiated and wona federal

lawsuit against the Forest Service for its arbi

trary and capricious actions in permitting con
struction of the John Paul Jones ski lift at

Snowbasin
The 1370-acre Snow Basin land exchange

promoted in Congress as essential for Utah's

Olympics effort was fought hard by Save Our

Canyons SOC published a comprehensive in

formational booklet that was widely distributed

to local and national media and to each member

4 Save our Canyons Spring 2002

of Congress SOC helped fund an aerial photo

survey of affected lands to show congressional

leaders the magnitude of the Snow Basin Land

Grab Thanks to SOC's efforts the Utah Con
gressional delegation's devious manipulations of

process received much national coverage The

bill could not stand on its own merits and was

passed only by its inclusion in an omnibus Na
tional Parks funding bill with goodies for some
hundred congressional districts

These experiments and experiences in its

first 25 years helped SOC learn how to affect

decisions that were having irreversible impacts

on the Wasatch ecosystem

In recent years the pace has quickened and

the deluge of land-use problems has become

ever more intense

In response to a 30 year long history of com
plaints SOC has worked hard over the years to

bring some Forest Service mandated limitation

on the helicopter skiing operation in the Central

Wasatch Range This has been a complicated

often disappointing struggle with many twists

and turns but has for the time being resulted

in precedent-setting changes in the provisions of

the helicopter ski company's permit For exam
ple for the first time since they began opera
tion they are not allowed to fly on Sundays and

Mondays
The last decade has seen proposed develop

ment plans of all four of the major ski resorts

on public land in the central Wasatch Save

Our Canyons has participated vigorously in the

discussions of the Alta Snowbird Brighton and

Solitude plans and in the processes by which

the Forest Service came to its decisions on these

plans All of this required an enormous amount

of work from hundreds of volunteers The in

creasing responsibilities began to overwhelm
SOC about 4 years ago when we decided that we
had to start developing a professional paid staff

and to establish an office regular schedule of

publications a program of litigation where nec

essary and a more vigorous presence in local

and national news media

All of this required dues-paying members
generous donors and the financial support of

businesses and charitable foundations We now

have a paid and dedicated staff of three a down
town office a web site that had more than

200000 hits last year a quarterly newsletter a

program of hikes and meetings and a soon-to

resume weekly radio program All of this is

www saveourcanyons org
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As the population moves toward doubling
the wildness in our canyons

will disappear
unless we find a way to preserve it

VOLUNTEER PROFILE

John Worlock
Faces
Any Challenge
By Gayle Parry

t is no surprise that John Worlock has be
come interested in learning about radio an
nouncing in his semi-retirement He has one

of those smooth deep modulated voices that ra
dio and TV anchors have He and some other

folks have been getting a few pointers at KRCL
and John is intrigued by it You might be hear

ing some Save Our Canyons announcements and

some tapes of his enviro-commercials and public

service announcements Besides becoming a

SOC radio personality John is a willing and ca
pable volunteer who will contribute his time to

helping Save Our Canyons with everything from

newsletter deliveries to analyzing and submit

ting comments on ski resort Draft Environ
mental Impact Statements He has worked on

the Forest Plan Revision and Solitude Ski Resort

Draft Environmental Impact Statements been

co-coordinator for food at the 2001 Annual

Meeting participated in canyon clean-ups and

trail work passed out literature at trailheads

delivered newsletters and helped in the SOC of

fice

Coming to Utah with a background in public

service in government and environmental prob
lems made John the perfect volunteer for Save

Our Canyons In the early eighties civic

minded John ran for a City Council seat in the

town of Fairhaven New Jersey on the Democ
ratic ticket He did so to help fill the ticket with

candidates The'big issue in the election was a

fight for space between the police department
and the library John came down on the side of

thelibrary
John's previous environmental efforts cen

tered around involvement with a Draft Environ
mental Impact Statement concerning the dredg

ing of a Navy dock which was to enable bigger

ships to unload munitions and to make changes
in munitions storage facilities which were al

ready in place in the New JerseyNew York area
The Navy refused to discuss the presence of nu
clear weapons There was also a problem of the

effect on the indigenous species in the bay and in

the nearby hills Maybe John's comments made
a difference In the end the project was aban
doned

John hails from Nebraska He was born in

the town of Kearney population about 5 000 and
according to John the center of the US where

everything passed through The town is on the

north side of the Platte River close to the old

Oregon Trail Mormon Trail Pony Express

Route the Union Pacific Railroad and old'Fort

Kearney John says the town with its history

generated a sense of adventure Here he grw up

ff

I

6 Save Our Canyons Spring 2002 www saveourca gnsorg
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Expansions Planned for Powder Mountain

Nordic Valley and Bonanza Mou Main Resorts

By Sander Lazar

POWDER MOUNTAIN To Expand Or Not To ExpandP
Brent Ferrin a Park City developer is looking to

purchase the much beloved Powder Mountain

Ski Resort and nearly 12 000 surrounding acres

from long-time owner Alvin Cobabe He has huge

hopes for alarming expansions Take a deep
breath 15 new chair lifts two 18-hole golf

courses over 850 condos dozens of megabuck
single family residences town houses several

hotels an equestrian park and a new 4-lane

Cache County freeway Now exhale

Hands could be shaking on this deal as soon

as June To build this the way he wants to Brent

Ferrin has hired consultant Jack Johnson Com
pany to create a totally new zoning category the

Resort and Recreation zone that they hope to

put on the Cache County books This new zone
would streamline the resort development proc
ess If the new zone were enacted then the de
veloper would apply for a re-zone of the property
which is now FR40 and allows only one residence

per 40 acres If a re-zone is granted they're in

hog heaven

On the 4 th
of February Save Our Canyons and

over 100 Cache County citizens attended the

Cache County Planning Commission public

hearing at which the new zone was considered

Of the 12 or so passionate speakers we heard

one of which was us only one was in favor of

the new zone The Planning Commission heard

everyone out and seemed genuinely concerned

and open to hearing everyone's arguments

On the 4 th of March exactly one month later

the verdict was in a 5 to 1 vote to NOT recom
mend the new zone as it would not be in the best

interest of the county Thanks to everyone who
attended this meeting This is a very important
vote but not the final one The recommendation
has yet to be considered by the County Commis
sion which is of course not bound to take the

recommendation of the Planning Commission

On April 9 the Cache County Council will

hold a public hearing at which the proposed

zoning will be considered and a final decision will

be made Please contact us if you're interested in

attending or learning more or get on our email

alert list if you haven't already done so

NORDIC VALLEY Nordic Valley was recently pur
chased by developer Randy Whetton who in co
operation with the Jack Johnson Consulting
firm has come up with a preliminary expansion

proposal This new expansion would include four

new chair lifts several snowmaking guns light

ing for night skiing new base and mountain

lodges new access roads parking lots and a

tubing hill

Save Our Canyons has recently received some

complaints from Eden residents concerning vari

ous issues pertaining to the Nordic Valley pro
posal such as the septic leaching system to be

used by the proposed mountain lodge and the

visual impact of complete night lighting
There was a Weber County Planning Commis

sion meeting scheduled for Tuesday March 12
where the proposal would either receive the

planning commission's approval or disapproval
however the Nordic Valley issue was taken off

the agenda We'll keep you updated as news ar
rives

BONANZA MOUNTAIN RESORT A Now Ski Resort In The

W8381CIIP Well not exactly United Park City
Mines Company is planning to develop Bonanza
Mountain Resort in the 1600-acre Bonanza
Flats area just south of Deer Valley It would

hook up to Deer Valley Resort with a ski lift run
ning from an exclusive 260-residential-unit de
velopment The development would include an
18-hole golf course clubhouse and a 40000
square foot base lodge Existing there now is the

Cloud Rim Girl Scout camp and several recrea
tional cabins But to be there the primary expe
rience is one of pristine wild lands There are
four lakes and numerous ponds a rare concen
tration of water and wetlands for the Wasatch
making this high alpine area ideal wildlife habi

tat

Save Our Canyons spoke at the January 14

Wasatch County public hearing which was very
well attended by over 50 concerned but mostly

quiet citizens only three people spoke and two of

them were SOC staffl Unfortunately our

speeches weren't quite inspirational enough to

cause UPCMC to bag their plans and repent but

Doug Smith county planner informed us that

our participation and the participation of the

8 Save Our Canyons Spring 2002 wwwsaveourcanyons org
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UPDATE ON THE SOLITUDE

SORT MASTER

n March 2000 Solitude put forth a long list of

projects it wanted to undertake These pro
jects ranged from the practical such as im

proving skier support services to the egregious
such as the installation of an alpine slide and the

expansion of skier parking on public land due to

parking capacity displaced by condominium con
struction taking place on private land Solitude's

plans were unique in that there were over thirty

proposed projects some located exclusively on

private land and under the jurisdiction of Salt

Lake County and some on public land subject to

the jurisdiction of the Forest Service and some on
both private and public land Also unique is how
Solitude's Master Development Plan was struc
tured to enhance and accommodate its real es
tate development plans In January 2002 the

Forest Service released its Record of Decision

and Final Environmental Impact Statement For
those proposed projects located either entirely or

partly on public land the Record of Decision lists

the projects Solitude will and will not be allowed

to construct

SOC has been intensely engaged in the Soli
tude Mountain Resort Master Development Plan
since its inception SOC volunteers have partici
pated in the scoping process attended the open
house sponsored by the Forest Service met with
Solitude Management met with Forest Service

personnel and submitted lengthy and detailed

comments in response to both the scoping docu
ment and the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement In early March of this year a team of

SOC volunteers submitted a detailed appeal of

the Forest Service's Record of Decision SOC's

involvement in the Solitude Master Development
plan from the original scoping process in March
2000 to the appeal of the Record of Decision in

March 2002 has consumed many uncounted
hours of volunteer labor

The Record of Decision represented a mixed

bag of both success and failure for those who care

about the Wasatch Mountains To the Forest

Service's credit it disallowed the expansion of

parking on federal lands nixed the alpine slide

stopped the construction of the proposed ice

skating rink prohibited the expansion of the ski

area boundary and consequently the construction

OUNTAIN RE

of a new chair lift that would have trespassed
into the Redman Campground area permitted
only minimal night time lighting and keeps Soli

tude on a short leash as respects its desire to

host business conventions and other non-skier

service functions at facilities located on public
lands On the downside the Record of Decision

allows Solitude to build the Solbright chairlift
which is part of a scheme to connect all the Wa
satch ski resorts by intrusive mechanical means
approves plans to vastly increase the chairlift

capacity okays the cutting of new ski runs and
the widening of existing ski runs promotes the

further opening of the largely untouched Honey
comb Canyon area to more skiers and mountain

bikers and permits the construction of a base

area 3150 foot horizontal gondola system among
other approved projects

Throughout the entire process from SOC's

early comments and communications to its re
cently filed appeal SOC has been consistent in

its stance regarding Solitude's proposed projects
SOC has always stressed

That meeting currently existing downhill

skiing demand is the only valid reason for

considering the approval of any aspect of the

proposed Solitude MDP The Forest Service

has no statutory or regulatory authority to

create recreational demands on public land

or in other words the Forest Service should

not be approving ski area projects designed to

meet a demand that does not currently exist

nor is likely to exist

That it is inappropriate for the Forest

Service to accommodate or promote Solitude's

real estate development business either di

rectly or indirectly In Solitude's case a

number of the proposed projects were de
signed to enhance its real estate development
activities such as moving parking lost due to

condominium construction to public land
and allowing non-skier service attractions
such as the alpine slide and ice skating rink
to be built on public land

10 Save Our Canyons Spring 2002 www saveourcanyons org
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While trying to avoid being photographed
an Olympics security official

threatens to arrest SOC's photographer
Alexis Kelner and to confiscate his camera

GOOD As part of the installation of the Rings
in the Foothills Save Our Canyons succeeded in

pressuring SLOC to helicopter the two 4700
pound generators to the City Creek Twin Peaks

site Gavin Noyes was quoted by the Associated

Press commenting on the Army's assistance in

avoiding the Scrub Oak which were slated for

trampling I never imagined that I could be com
forted by the thought of Army Blackhawks de
scending above the city

BAD Since approval of the Rings in the foot

hills SLOC contractors have created new roads
gotten trucks stuck up to their axles in the mud
cut oak brush and as of March 6th have left

rings debris metal poles light bulbs hardware
plastic etc all over the hillside Save Our Can
yons helped to create a remediation plan that is

supposed to be carried out by a SLOC contractor
in early spring In conjunction with this we are

working with SLC to permanently block motor
ized foothill access to this area

BAD Just before the closing ceremonies SLOC
vehicles trashed more of our precious foothills

with trucks and cranes on a wet and muddy day
in order to launch Utah's largest firework display
ever They promised to revegetate damaged ar
eas after the new roads were noticed

BAD Visa Corporation selected Wasatch Pow
derbird Guides for commercials that aired before

and during the Olympics featuring the Wasatch
Mountains and heli-skiing WPG reportedly pro
vides the only access to the backcountry of the

Wasatch Who are all those others Save Our
Canyons should have been considered by Visa as

Utah's Olympic Games

4M ff-lood the BadThz LXU

and the Ugly

the protector of the backcountry of the Wasatch
Hey we don't take American Express either

GOOD Sports Illustrated October 22 n1 2001
and The National Geographic February 2002
wrote articles featuring save Our Canyons and
its role in protecting the Wasatch

UGLY On January 24th Save Our Canyons
member Kirk Thomas called to inform us that

two Olympic security guards were four-wheeling
in the foothills above the University Medical
Center on watershed lands abundantly posted as
Closed to Off-road Vehicles After doing donuts in

the meadows and highmarking Van Cott Peak
one of the guards rolled and lodged his ATV see

photo into the scrub oak SOC founders Alexis

Kelner and GAle Dick rushed to the scene While

photographing the overturned machine Alexis

was threatened with arrest and confiscation of

his camera The media caught wind of events
and eventually reported that the delinquent
guards were in hot pursuit of a terrorist who
they caught and found to be a nature photog
rapher Unfortunately the security guard's ver
sion of the story aired on most stations but the

horseplay in the foothills ceased after this unique
Olympics performance

BIZARRE Save Our Canyons was asked if we
wanted to have Save Our Canyons'name painted
in the snow with non-toxic dyes next to corporate

logos along highways during the Olympics We
declined this fundraising opportunity and told
these creative business students about our his

tory of fighting billboards of all kinds in the Wa
satch 0

12 Save Our Canyons Spring 2002 www saveourcanyons org
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Save Our Canyons members Gayle Parry
Gavin Noyes Alexis Kelner Ivan Weber and

Wes Odell celebrate publication of the
Utcih Winter Olympics press kit

Save Our Canyons

Olympic

Project Report

000

By Gavin Noyes

T he Save Our Canyons Olympic Press Kit was
a success on numerous levels This publica

tion was sent to 500 international media sources

including the widest circulating national news
papers radio shows magazines environmental

publications online news sources and interna
tional media It was posted on the Save Our
Canyons website homepage which normally re
ceives 15-20000 hits per month Volunteers also

handed the publication out on the streets in front

of the two media headquarters before and during
the Olympics

After the Games the Press Kit is being sent to

other Olympic organizers and environmental ac
tivists in future Olympic host and bidding cities

The activists listed in the back of the Press

Kit conducted approximately 100 interviews
which was presumably a result of this distribu

tion effort

Save Our Canyons representatives comprised
about 55 of those interviews Stories referencing
Save Our Canyons efforts aired and were pub
lished in numerous national and international

outlets listed in the boxed section at the end of

this article

Several national and international wire

services such as the Associated Press and

INEIR-111

Ei3lF I

X

Reuters did stories based in part on interviews

with Save Our Canyons Some writers who had
interviewed SOC activists were syndicated in

various publications One correspondent's arti

cles appear in fifty Swiss and German newspa
pers

Nearly all local television radio and newspa
pers did at least one story on Save Our Canyons
summary of the environmental impact of the

2002 Games There was at least one Save Our
Canyons moderated discussion session with a

high school class doing a project on the environ
mental impacts of the 2002 Games

The Media Center served as a comfortable

space to conduct interviews It displayed vol

umes of Olympic documents demonstrating
SOC's extensive involvement in the Olympics
over the years We had hoped that reporters
would use the fifteen years of files we organized
to research topics of interest but only a few peo
ple made this effort Our website continued to be

a great resource with its extensive newspaper
links and information on numerous topics rele

vant to the Olympics and reporters commented
on its usefulness

It is difficult to summarize the thrust of all

the stories that appeared on the Olympics and

14 Save Our Canyons Spring 2002 www saveourcariy6yis org
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ig Thank You to Our Matching Fund Donors

I would like to sen1d'out a great big thank you to

all of you who supported us with-donati6ns to our

matching donor fundraiser this Fall and with

your 2002 renewals With all of the current

threats to the Wasatch your support is more

critical than ever
These last few months have been difficult for

many non-profit organizations including Save

Our Canyons due to the aftermath of September
1 1th and the onslaught of battles coming from the

local and federal government
Save Our Canyons raised nearly 14000 of

the 20000 goalof our matching donor

contribution which leaves us behind in our

attempt to take on the additional projects and

issues on our plate this coming year We have

increased our staff'size to 3 people with the goal

of taking on the numerous'private land

developments through the County governments
Be sure to get your membership renewals in

soon and thank you for your continuous support
of our efforts If you would like to send in

renewals or add itional contributions please
contact Lisa Smith at 363AVE 7283 or mail

checks to PO Box-11017 Salt Lake City Utah
84147

THANKS
Coordinator

Lisa Smith Membership

For Membership Application go to wwwsaveourcanyons org

For information go to infosaveourcanyons org

Citizens Committee to Save Our Canyons
PO Box 112017

Salt Lake City UT 84147
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