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en three people (Alexis Kelner,
Floyd Sweat, and I) started Save Our
Canyons 30 years ago I doubt if any

of us had any idea that it would still be around
30 years in the future. At the time, I imagined
that the fledgling organization might last a
year and then, having solved the problems that
we thought we faced, we could abandon the
nuisance of fretting about Wasatch canyon
problems and get on with enjoying them.

How innocent we were! And how little we
understood the opportunities for public
participation that came with the passage of the
National Environmental Policy Act in 1969!
NEPA opened up a new era in the difficult
dialogue about the management of federal
lands. It also made participation in this
dialogue much more strenuous for everyone
involved, but also more fruitful, than it had
been before. '

Save Our Canyons' three decades of action
has been exciting, laborious, sometimes
euphoric, often discouraging. There is plenty
to be proud of — Lone Peak, Mt. Olympus, and
Twin Peaks wilderness designations, keeping
all Olympic venues out of Big and Little
Cottonwood Canyons. SOC has also played a
big and continuing role in Forest and County
planning processes that restricted private
developments. enhanced water quality, and

- controlled motorized recreation and gun
hunting in the canyons closest to the cities.
Recent Forest Service decisions convince us
that our views are being heard and better
decisions are being made. Snowbird and

A Thirty Year
Learning Curve

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Solitude ski resorts and helicopter skiing
decisions have reflected this. Almost every day
brings some small advance.

There have, of course, been
disappointments. A particularly painful one
was the Forest Service's approval of a
whopping 50,000 square foot structure on so-
called "Hidden Peak" at the Snowbird resort.
The decision of the 10* circuit court of appeals
on the lawsuit we brought in connection with
the Snowbird decision is still pending.
Administrative appeals up the Forest Service
chain of authority are uniformly disappointing.

~ The pervading Utah enthusiasm for ill-

considered and harmful development projects
has been depressing.

Has it all been worth it? Yes, it has! Save
Our Canyons has developed from a group of
three determined. but initially somewhat
naive, volunteer activists to an organization
with a large and growing membership, a hard
working 3-member staff and a band of some
100 volunteers who put in 6,000 hours of
service in 2001. We have the attention of the

. news media in a way unimaginable in 1972.

We've learned the ropes through the years and,
I should add, made enough mistakes to cause
the lessons to sink in. Our range of projects is
enormously broader than at the beginning.

But you know what? We never have
definitively solved those problems that we
confidently believed we could dispose of in 6
months or, at most, a year.

Maybe we will have solved all of them by
2032. — Gale Dick

Save Our Canyons wishes to thank
Xmission
for their continuing support of our conservation activities.
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By Alexis Kelner and Gale Dick

1972 was a dismal year made bright only by the
birth of Save Our Canyons. Having recently de-
capitated Hidden Peak, Snowbird commenced its
second season of operations, transforming up-
per Little Cottonwood Canyon from a retreat for
locals to a glitzy jet-set destination. Helicopter
skiing began whirling its way to infamy. Rich-
ard-the-I'm-not-a-crook-Nixon was reelected
President. To the cheers of Utah's ski industry,
Salt Lake's Mayor Jake Garn (then running for
the U.S. Senate) announced his intention to
bring the 1976 Winter Olympics, overwhelm-
ingly ejected by Colorado voters, to Salt Lake
City.

Not everyone viewed the nearby canyons
through the cash-colored spectacles of the
Chambers of Commerce. In autumn, 1972 a De-
seret News public opinion survey revealed that,
by a margin of 2 to 1, Salt Lake area residents
opposed further private development in the
canyons. Since an early 1960's proposal to build
a tramway to the summit of the Pfeifferhorn, a
movement had been growing to place the Lone
Peak area under the Wilderness Act's protective
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Alexis Kelner and Gale Dick,
co-founders (with Floyd Sweat) of
Save Our Canyons. ,

The gorilla poster (printed in 1973)
was adapted from a Snowbird Resort’s

billboard.

umbrella. The public's concern over nearby
canyons intensified when Snowbird's managers
announced expansion plans that included an-
nexation of White Pine Canyon, routing of
tramways to American Fork Twin Peaks and be-
yond, and the construction of some 10,000 con-
dominium units. Other ski resort plans stirred
additional debate.

The Citizens' Committee to Save Our Can-
yons (SOC) was organized late in 1972 by Gale
Dick, Alexis Kelner, and Floyd Sweat. The
group's sole mission was to promote the preser-
vation of Wasatch Front Canyons. Save Our
Canyons, organizers hoped, would provide a
counterbalance to federal, state, and local gov-
ernmental agencies whose personnel continu-
ally favored exploitative wuses over non-
exploitative uses, usage by destination visitors
over usage by locals. As envisioned, SOC would
be operated on a volunteer basis, with all funds
received to be used for disseminating canyons
related information.

Congressional enactment of several resource
and environmental protection laws and public
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land management statutes provided new--and
previously undreamed of--levels of public in-
volvement in governmental decision making.
SOC participated actively in the Forest Service's
initial Tri-Canyons and Uinta National Forest
plans.

The group sent a spokesman to Washington
to lobby for enactment of the Lone Peak Wil-
derness and to testify before a congressional
subcommittee writing the legislation. SOC's ef-
forts--along with those of other Utah conserva-
tion groups--bore fruit; the Lone Peak area was
designated Wilderness in 1976. A similar lob-
bying effort was launched on behalf of the bill
establishing the Olympus, Twin Peaks, Tim-
panogos, and Nebo Wilderness areas. SOC was
actively involved in the formulation of the 1985
Wasatch-Cache National Forest Land Use Plan
and Salt Lake County's complementary master
plan for the canyons.

Another important SOC contribution at this
time was its work with others in actively op-
posing Brighton Resort's proposed expansion
into Snake Creek Canyon on the east side of the
Wasatch Range. One of SOC's legal experts
provided valuable expertise to the Snake Creek
Preservation Society in its successful effort to
have several hundred acres of developable pri-
vate land put into public ownership; a strongly
worded conservation covenant was included in
the land transfer.

A crucial step in the long process leading up
to the 2002 Salt Lake City Winter Olympic
Games was a 1989 state referendum vote on
using state funds to finance Olympic facilities.
In response to a membership survey Save Our
Canyons did not oppose the Winter Olympics
during this 1989 referendum; SOC's main con-
cern, then and on the occasion of earlier bids,
was the placement of venues in the nearby can-
yons.

In an early experiment with the effectiveness
of litigation, SOC initiated--and won--a federal
lawsuit against the Forest Service for its "arbi-
trary and capricious" actions in permitting con-
struction of the John Paul Jones ski lift at
Snowbasin.

The 1,370-acre Snow Basin land "exchange"--
promoted in Congress as essential for Utah's
Olympics effort--was fought hard by Save Our
Canyons. SOC published a comprehensive in-
formational booklet that was widely distributed
to local and national media and to each member
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of Congress. SOC helped fund an aerial photo
survey of affected lands to show congressional
leaders the magnitude of the "Snow Basin Land
Grab." Thanks to SOC's efforts the Utah Con-
gressional delegation's devious manipulations of
process received much national coverage. The
bill could not stand on its own merits and was
passed only by its inclusion in an omnibus Na-
tional Parks funding bill with goodies for some
hundred congressional districts.

These experiments and experiences in its
first 25 years helped SOC learn how to affect
decisions that were. having irreversible impacts
on the Wasatch ecosystem.

In recent years, the pace has quickened and
the deluge of land-use problems has become
ever more intense. _

In response to a 30 year long history of com-
plaints, SOC has worked hard over the years to
bring some Forest Service mandated limitation
on the helicopter skiing operation in the Central
Wasatch Range. This has been a complicated,
often disappointing, struggle with many twists
and turns but has, for the time being, resulted

"in precedent-setting changes in the provisions of

the helicopter ski company's permit. For exam-
ple, for the first time since they began opera-
tion, they are not allowed to fly on Sundays and
Mondays

The last decade has seen proposed develop-
ment plans of all four of the major ski resorts
on public land in the central Wasatch. Save
Our Canyons has participated vigorously in the
discussions of the Alta, Snowbird, Brighton, and
Solitude plans and in the processes by which
the Forest Service came to its decisions on these
plans. All of this required an enormous amount
of work from hundreds of volunteers. The in-
creasing responsibilities began to overwhelm
SOC about 4 years ago when we decided that we
had to start developing a professional paid staff
and to establish an office, regular schedule of
publications, a program of litigation, where nec-
essary, and a more vigorous presence in local
and national news media.

All of this required dues-paying members,
generous donors, and the financial support of
businesses and charitable foundations. We now
have a paid and dedicated staff of three, a down-
town office, a web site that had more than
200,000 hits last year, a quarterly newsletter, a
program of hikes and meetings, and a soon-to-
resume weekly radio program. All of this is
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possible only because we have managed to
maintain the vigor of our volunteer program. In
recent years Save Our Canyons has benefited
from the annual participation of from 60 to 100
volunteers giving some 6000 hours of their time.

These resources have been strained to the
maximum as SOC has thrown itself recently
into two carefully chosen lawsuits challenging
faulty decision making at the federal and county
level. Our suit against the Forest Service over
its Snowbird development plan decision is still
awaiting decision in the 10% circuit court of ap-
peals. Save Our Canyons is part of the Ski Area
Citizens Coalition that puts out ratings of the
environmental policies and practices of the ma-
jor ski resorts in the western USA. SOC has be-
come a trusted watchdog of Wasatch canyon and
mountain development, often approached by
distraught citizens who haven't been able to get

any response from authorities. We are the only
environmental organization we know of that
makes house calls. We were involved in many
aspects of the planning for the Salt Lake 2002
Winter Olympic Games and continue with the
cleanup. Add to all this the fact that both the
Wasatch-Cache and the Uinta National Forests
that manage Wasatch public lands are revising
their management plans — plans that will affect
Forest Service decisions for the next 15 years.

No other organization is doing the job we do
in bringing the public into public decision mak-
ing in the Wasatch. It is essential that we main-
tain the momentum that this organization has
been building for 30 years. The year 2032 is not
all that far off. Our past points us to what we
have to do between now and then.H
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30t Anniversary Party

Please join us in celebratm
Save Our Canyon’s 30" birthday!

Music by the Yankee Clipper
Drinks, Food

April 6™, 2002
7:00pm

at Squashworks
225§ S500 E

Please Bring Food to Share
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“As the population moves toward doubling,
the wildness in our canyons

will disappear

unless we find a way to preserve it.”

VOLUNTEER PROFILE

John Worlock
Faces |
Any Challenge

By Gayle Parry

come interested in learning about radio an-

nouncing in his semi-retirement. He has one
of those smooth, deep, modulated voices that ra-
dio and TV anchors have. He and some other
folks have been getting a few pointers at KRCL
and John is intrigued by it. You might be hear-
ing some Save Our Canyons announcements and
some tapes of his enviro-commercials and public
service announcements. Besides becoming a
SOC radio personality, John is a willing and ca-
pable volunteer who will contribute his time to
helping Save Our Canyons with everything from
newsletter deliveries to analyzing and submit-
ting comments on ski resort Draft Environ-
mental Impact Statements. He has worked on
the Forest Plan Revision and Solitude Ski Resort
Draft Environmental Impact Statements, been
co-coordinator for food at the 2001 Annual
Meeting, participated in canyon clean-ups and
trail work, passed out literature at trailheads,
delivered newsletters and helped in the SOC of-
fice.

Coming to Utah with a background in public
service in government and environmental prob-
lems made John the perfect volunteer for Save
Our Canyons. In the early eighties, civic-
minded John ran for a City Council seat in the

It is no surprise that John Worlock has be-
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town of Fairhaven, New Jersey on the Democ-
ratic ticket. He did so to help fill the ticket with
candidates. The "big issue in the election was a
fight for space between the police department
and the library. John came down on the side of
the library.

John's previous environmental efforts cen-
tered around involvement with a Draft Environ-
mental Impact Statement concerning the dredg-
ing of a Navy dock which was to enable bigger
ships to unload munitions and to make changes
in munitions storage facilities which were al-
ready in place in the New Jersey/New York area.
The Navy refused to discuss the presence of nu-
clear weapons. There was also a problem of the
effect on the indigenous species in the bay and in
the nearby hills. Maybe John's comments made
a difference. In the end, the project was aban-
doned.

John hails from Nebraska. He was born in
the town of Kearney, population about 5,000 and,
according to John, "the center of the U.S. where
everything passed through." The town is on the
north side of the Platte River close to the old
Oregon Trail, Mormon Trail, Pony Express
Route, the Union Pacific Railroad, and old Fort
Kearney. John says the town with its history
generated a sense of adventure. Here he grew up

WWW.saveourcanyons.org
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on three acres of land with ducks, geese and
other animals. He even raised a goat, selling the
milk to his mother for spending money. The
family loved the outdoors.

From Kearney, John went to the Quaker
college, Swarthmore, outside of Philadelphia
where he majored in Math. He then went on to
get a Ph.D. in Physics at Cornell. He has worked
in the eastern United States at Bell Labs and
Bellcore and, in the west, filled a postdoctoral
appointment for two years at the University of
California at Berkeley, and has done research at
Cal Tech. Nearly eleven years ago, when Bell-
core became disillusioned with physics research,
John retired to Munich, Germany for a year as a
visiting professor. As the year in Munich drew to
a close, John got a phone call from his old friend
Gale Dick. Gale asked him to consider coming to
Utah to join the faculty of the Physics Depart-
ment at the University of Utah. John liked

Utah, but came here partly because he admired
Gale so much.

An outstanding event in John's life was

when he backpacked with his brother-and their
sons across Rocky Mountain National Park and
had the indelible experiences within the wilder-
ness that that kind of trip provides. "That kind of
experience is becoming more and more rare."
John says, "Our Wasatch Mountains are so
unique-the wilderness so accessible. It is amaz-
ing. As the population moves toward doubling,
the wildness in our canyons will disappear unless
we find a way to preserve it."
As to his role in Save Our Canyons, John states,
"It does me good to be able to do even one small
thing and get it done." Lucky for us, he does al-
most anything we ask, big or small, does an out-
standing job, and gets it done.l

Sander Lazar, SOC’s Newest Staff Member

I I ello! Allow me to introduce

myself. I'm Sander Lazar,
the newest member of the Save
Our Canyons staff team.

I found out that Save Our
Canyons was hiring through
Gavin back in the fall. I hadn’t
spent much time with Gavin but
we knew each other through
various public hearings and other
local events that I was involved
in as co-president of the U’s
environmental student group,
Terra Firma. I was just finishing

wwiv.saveourcanyons.org

up a year-long fellowship with
Friends of Great Salt Lake when
I applied to work with SOC.
Contemplating the job
opportunity, I started noticing
Save Our Canyons bumper
stickers much more than before. 1
was hired and here I am!

I have a couple roles, and my
title is “Assistant Director” or
“County Watchdog”, depending
on what I'm doing at the
moment. I kind of like the
watchdog title more. As County
Watchdog, I keep a watchful eye
on Utah counties encompassing
the Wasatch, to make sure that
they take care of their portion of
the mountains. This primarily
takes the form of law
enforcement, making sure that
the multitudinous zoning
ordinances governing
development on private lands are
enforced, which often means no
(or limited) development is
allowed. As Assistant Director, I
get to compile the Utah portion of
the national Ski Area
Environmental Scorecard. I also

assist Gavin and Lisa as needed,
and work in the more
organizational areas of media
relations, fund raising, volunteer
coordination and general
administrative work.

I'm really excited to be part of
the Save Our Canyons team. It’s
a thrill working with Gavin and
Lisa in the office, and with board
members like Gale and Alexis.
I'm feeling quite at home with all
these quirky folks.

Most of all, it’s an honor to get
paid to protect the mountains
I've loved for so long. I moved
here in 1986, and I've been
skiing, hiking, and backpacking
in the mountains ever since. It
was through the proposed
Hidden Peak conference center,
that despicable pet project of a
man who thinks we live in the
Alps, that I became more familiar
with Save Our Canyons. And
now, I few years later, I get to
work here. Thank you for this
opportunity, and I look forward
to meeting you.H
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Expansions Pianned ior Powder Mountain,

Nordic Valiey, and

By Sander Lazar

POWDER MOUNTAIN: To Expand Or Not To Expand?
Brent Ferrin, a Park City developer, is looking to
purchase the much beloved Powder Mountain
Ski Resort and nearly 12,000 surrounding acres
from long-time owner Alvin Cobabe. He has huge
hopes for alarming expansions. Take a deep
breath...15 new chair lifts, two 18-hole golf
courses, over 850 condos, dozens of megabuck
single family residences, town houses, several
hotels, an equestrian park, and a new 4-lane
Cache County freeway. Now exhale!

Hands could be shaking on this deal as soon
as June. To build this the way he wants to, Brent
Ferrin has hired consultant, Jack Johnson Com-
pany, to create a totally new zoning category, the
“Resort and Recreation” zone, that they hope to
put on the Cache County books. This new zone
would streamline the resort development proc-
ess. If the new zone were enacted, then the de-
veloper would apply for a re-zone of the property
which is now FR40 and allows only one residence
per 40 acres. If a re-zone is granted, they're in
hog heaven.

On the 4* of February, Save Our Canyons and
over 100 Cache County citizens attended the
Cache County Planning Commission public
hearing at which the new zone was considered.

Of the 12 or so passionate speakers we heard
(one of which was us), only one was in favor of
the new zone! The Planning Commission heard
everyone out and seemed genuinely concerned
and open to hearing everyone’s arguments.

On the 4" of March, exactly one month later,
the verdict was in: a 5 to 1 vote to NOT recom-
mend the new zone, as it would not be in the best
interest of the county! Thanks to everyone who
attended this meeting. This is a very important
vote, but not the final one. The recommendation
has yet to be considered by the County Commis-
sion, which is of course not bound to take the
recommendation of the Planning Commission.

On April 9, the Cache County Council will
hold a public hearing at which the proposed
zoning will be considered and a final decision will
be made. Please contact us if you’re interested in
attending or learning more, or get on our email
alert list if you haven’t already done so!

8 Save Our Canyons - Spring, 2002

Bonanza Mountain Resorts

NORDIC VALLEY. Nordic Valley was recently pur-
chased by developer Randy Whetton who, in co-
operation with the Jack Johnson Consulting
firm, has come up with a preliminary expansion
proposal. This new expansion would include four
new chair lifts, several snowmaking guns, light-
ing for night skiing, new base and mountain
lodges, new access roads, parking lots, and a
tubing hill.

Save Our Canyons has recently received some
complaints from Eden residents concerning vari-
ous issues pertaining to the Nordic Valley pro-
posal such as the septic leaching system to be
used by the proposed mountain lodge, and the
visual impact of complete night lighting.

There was a Weber County Planning Commis-
sion meeting scheduled for Tuesday, March 12,
where the proposal would either receive the
planning commission’s approval or disapproval;
however the Nordic Valley issue was taken off
the agenda. We’'ll keep you updated as news ar-
rives.

BONANIA MOUNTAIN RESORT -- A New Ski Resort In The
Wasatch? Well, not exactly. United Park City
Mines Company is planning to develop “Bonanza
Mountain Resort” in the 1,600-acre Bonanza
Flats area just south of Deer Valley. It would
hook up to Deer Valley Resort with a ski lift run-
ning from an exclusive 260-residential-unit de-
velopment. The development would include an
18-hole golf course, clubhouse, and a 40,000
square foot base lodge. Existing there now is the
Cloud Rim Girl Scout camp and several recrea-
tional cabins. But to be there, the primary expe-
rience is one of pristine wild lands. There are
four lakes and numerous ponds, a rare concen-
tration of water and wetlands for the Wasatch,
making this high alpine area ideal wildlife habi-
tat.

Save Our Canyons spoke at the January 14
Wasatch County public hearing, which was very
well attended by over 50 concerned but mostly
quiet citizens: only three people spoke, and two of
them were SOC staff! Unfortunately, our
speeches weren’t quite inspirational enough to
cause UPCMC to bag their plans and repent, but
Doug Smith, county planner, informed us that
our participation and the participation of the

wwuw.saveourcanyons.org
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membership resulted in a condition of approval
that greatly strengthens the pre-construction
water quality monitoring program.

United Park City Mines Company has agreed
with Wasatch County to place a conservation
easement on nearly 1,200 acres of the land, and
we are working with them and with Utah Open
Lands to forge an easement with maximum pro-
tection.

At this point, UPCMC has received initial
“Density Determination” approval from Wasatch
County. They still need to get approval of their
Preliminary Plan and then of their Final Plan,
including a wetland construction permit from the
Army Corps of Engineers, before any construc-
tion can begin. We will have plenty more chances
to make public comment. People on the alert list
will be notified of these opportunities I

A Big THANK YOU To All the Volunteers in 2001

Eighty two individuals, including the Board of
Trustees, actively participated as volunteers for
Save Our Canyons during the past year, result-
ing in unprecedented activity and growth for the
organization.

Volunteers did everything from researching
and writing appeals to mailings and distribution
of the Olympics Press Kit to national and inter-
national media. Everyone who participated in
these volunteer activities can feel satisfaction in
knowing that they have contributed to the fight

to preserve the canyons, mountains, and foothills
of the Wasatch Mountains in as natural a state
as possible.

Each and every one of you was badly needed
and each and every one of you did an excellent
job. Please forgive any accidental omissions.

Believe it or not, we need more volun-
teers! Please volunteer again or volunteer for

your first time — Gayle Parry, SOC’s Volunteer Coordi-
nator.

Our Thanks to the following 2001 Volunteers

Starleen Albers
Jeffrey Ambrose,
Bob Athey
Brienne Bateman
Mike Beck
Kevin Bell
Lee Bennett
Emily Bernhardt
Maxine Bernhisel
Laila Bremner
Randy Brown
JenniferBurley
Jim Catlin
Liz Davis
Jennifer Denmark
Kathryn Duhamel
Parker Ellison
Suzie Ellison
Kirk Flannigan
Cheryl Franklin
Phil Gardiner
Allen Gavere

. Bruce Grable

Walt Haas
Creighton Hart

- Natalie Henderson

Julia Hendrian
Milt Hollander
Ellie Ienatsch
Rob Jones

Martin Kammeyer
Karla Kelner

Bill King

Cathy King
Ashley Kjar

Lisa Kuhn _
Bryan Larsen
Stuart Levenbach
Jim Light

Randy Long
Justin Martin
Eloise Maughan
JoycMaughan
Margith Maughan
Dixon Merrill
Andrew Moeller

Benjamin Monagan
Micaela Mossbarger
Jon Newton

Bill Parry

Kelly Polychronis
Missy Rauzon
Jackie Rogers
Betty Roman

Bob Roman

Mike Ryberg
Allen Sanderson
Dan Schmidt
Karen Sclafani
Jennifer Seabury
Gretchen Siegler
Munish Sikka
Sandy Smith
Melanie Soelberg
Jennifer Spinti
Matt Stephens
Stephanie Tonin
Bob Vorwald

Nole Walkingshaw

Bob Warnock
Joan Warnock
John Worlock
Pam Young

Save Our Canyons
Board of Trustees:

Dave Carrier

Gale Dick

John Johnson
Alexis Kelner
Stephen Mossbarger
Gayle Parry

Tom Stephens
David Witherspoon
Ron Younger

www.saveourcanyons.org
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UPDATE ON THE SOLITUD
SORT MASTER

projects it wanted to undertake. These pro-

jects ranged from the practical, such as im-
proving skier support services to the egregious,
such as the installation of an alpine slide and the
expansion of skier parking on public land due to
parking capacity displaced by condominium con-
struction taking place on private land. Solitude’s
plans were unique in that there were over thirty
proposed projects, some located exclusively on
private land and under the jurisdiction of Salt
Lake County, and some on public land, subject to
the jurisdiction of the Forest Service and some on
both private and public land. Also unique is how
Solitude’s Master Development Plan was struc-
tured to enhance and accommodate its real es-
tate development plans. In January 2002 the
Forest Service released its Record of Decision
and Final Environmental Impact Statement. For
those proposed projects located either entirely or
partly on public land, the Record of Decision lists
the projects Solitude will and will not be allowed
to construct. '

SOC has been intensely engaged in the Soli-
tude Mountain Resort Master Development Plan
since its inception. SOC volunteers have partici-
pated in the scoping process, attended the open
house sponsored by the Forest Service, met with
Solitude Management, met with Forest Service
personnel and submitted lengthy and detailed
comments in response to both the scoping docu-
ment and the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement. In early March of this year a team of
SOC volunteers submitted a detailed appeal of
the Forest Service's Record of Decision. SOC’s
involvement.in the Solitude Master Development
plan, from the original scoping process in March
2000 to the appeal of the Record of Decision in
March 2002 has consumed many uncounted
hours of volunteer labor.

The Record of Decision represented a mixed
bag of both success and failure for those who care
about the Wasatch Mountains. To the Forest
Service’s credit, it disallowed the expansion of
parking on federal lands, nixed the alpine slide,
stopped the construction of the proposed ice
skating rink, prohibited the expansion of the ski
area boundary and consequently the construction

In March 2000 Solitude put forth a long list of
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of a new chair lift that would have trespassed
into the Redman Campground area, permitted
only minimal night time lighting, and keeps Soli-
tude on a short leash as respects its desire to
host business conventions and other non-skier
service functions at facilities located on public
lands. On the downside, the Record of Decision
allows Solitude to build the Solbright chairlift,
which is part of a scheme to connect all the Wa-
satch ski resorts by intrusive mechanical means,
approves plans to vastly increase the chairlift
capacity, okays the cutting of new ski runs and
the widening of existing ski runs, promotes the
further opening of the largely untouched Honey-
comb Canyon area to more skiers and mountain
bikers, and permits the construction of a base
area 3,150 foot horizontal gondola system, among
other approved projects.

Throughout the entire process, from SOC’s
early comments and communications to its re-
cently filed appeal, SOC has been consistent in
its stance regarding Solitude’s proposed projects.
SOC has always stressed:

¢ That meeting currently existing downhill
skiing demand is the only valid reason for
considering the approval of any aspect of the
proposed Solitude MDP. The Forest Service
has no statutory or regulatory authority to
create recreational demands on public land,
or, in other words, the Forest Service should
not be approving ski area projects designed to
meet a demand that does not currently exist
nor is likely to exist.

¢ That it is inappropriate for the Forest
Service to accommodate or promote Solitude’s
real estate development business, either di-
rectly or indirectly. In Solitude’s case, a
number of the proposed projects were de-
signed to enhance its real estate development
activities, such as moving parking, lost due to
condominium construction, to public land,
and allowing non-skier service attractions,
such as the alpine slide and ice skating rink,
to be built on public land.

www.saveourcanyons.org




¢ That protection of the watershed is para-
mount over all other concerns. The more ur-
ban and fragmented Big Cottonwood Canyon
becomes, the poorer the culinary water qual-

ity.

€ That no project be authorized that further
urbanizes Big Cottonwood Canyon. As we all
know, this area is suffering from incremental
urbanization. Every new structure, parking
lot and road further fragments the ecosystem.

SOC’s appeal of the Record of Decision focuses
on two issues, the permitted 3,150-foot long pulse
gondola and the inadequate plant and animal
surveys. SOC’s appeal argues that the permis-
sion to build the gondola should be vacated due
the fact that the Final Environmental Impact
Statement failed to analyze whether or not this
intrusive contraption (think of the visual effect of
high tension power lines and towers running
most of the length of the Solitude base area) is in
fact even needed, and that it failed to analyze
certain obvious alternative skier circulation solu-
tions, such as an intra-resort ground shuttle.
Respecting the inadequacy of the plant and ani-
mal studies, SOC asserts that Forest Service
regulations require that the Forest Service go
beyond what was described and prescribed in the

Final Environmental Impact Statement. This is
needed to ensure that decisions and actions not
result in the loss of viability or create significant
trends toward federal listing of any species or
cause a further decline of any listed species. The
entire SOC appeal to the Solitude Record of De-
cision soon will be available for review on the
SOC website. '

SOC is not the only party to appeal the Soli-
tude Record of Decision. Solitude, too, has ap-
pealed certain decisions found in the Record of
Decision. So, the final outcome to this saga is
not yet known. The Forest Service will rule on
the respective appeals within the next few
months. If the Forest Service rejects SOC’s ap-
peal, then a decision will need to be made
whether or not our appeal points have sufficient
basis in law to support litigation.l

Among the volunteers who formed the
Solitude Response Team were:

Tom Stephens (Chair) , Milt Hollander,
Bill King, Cathy King, Brett Lutz. Dixon .
Merrill, Bill Parry, Gayle Parry, Alan
Sanderson, Gretchen Siegler, Jennifer
Spinti, Nole Walkingshaw, Dav1d Wither-
spoon

Meet SOC’s Intern Sarah Ellis

Hi! My name is Sarah Ellis, and
I have been interning with Save
Our Canyons for the last few
months . I attend St. Lawrence
University in Canton, NY where I
am an Environmental Studies

however I have now realized that
it is in the best interest of
everyone (skiers included) that
resort development and
expansion is kept at an

environmentally and
economically sustainable rate of
growth . The Wasatch Mountain
Range is very small and resort
skiers like myself are not the
only ones who enjoy the fluffy

and English major . I am
originally from Park City, and
am currently in Utah taking a
semester off of school . I love
Utah and the abundance of
outdoor activities that are made
possible by the dynamic diversity
of its geography . I chose to
intern with Save Our Canyons
because I am both a skier and
Environmental Studies major,
and. want to learn more about
the environmental issues
surrounding my- favorite sport .

I was at first a bit uneasy
with the thought of trying to
restrict resort development,

snow and majestic slopes . Since
I began my work here, I have
become much more aware of the
various non-recreational uses of
the Wasatch canyons such as
wildlife habitat and watershed.

My work at Save Our
Canyons has included helping to
organize the Olympic media
center, researching Weber and
Cache County resort proposals,
and compiling information on
water quality . For the next few
weeks, I will be working
specifically on a Nordic Valley
expansion proposal.

wwuw.saveourcanyons.org
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GOOD. As part of the installation of the Rings
in the Foothills, Save Our Canyons succeeded in
pressuring SLOC to helicopter the two 4,700
pound generators to the City Creek Twin Peaks
site. Gavin Noyes was quoted by the Associated
Press, commenting on the Army’s assistance in
avoiding the Scrub Oak which were slated for
trampling, “I never imagined that I could be com-
forted by the thought of Army Blackhawks de-
scending above the city.”

BAD. Since approval of the Rings in the foot-
hills, SLOC contractors have created new roads,
gotten trucks stuck up to their axles in the mud,
cut oak brush, and as of March 6th have left
rings debris (metal poles, light bulbs, hardware,
plastic, etc.) all over the hillside. Save Our Can-
yons helped to create a remediation plan that is
supposed to be carried out by a SLOC contractor
in early spring. In conjunction with this, we are
working with SLC to permanently block motor-
ized foothill access to this area.

BAD. Just before the closing ceremonies SLOC
vehicles trashed more of our precious foothills
with trucks and cranes on a wet and muddy day
in order to launch Utah’s largest firework display
ever. They promised to revegetate damaged ar-
eas after the new roads were noticed

BAD. Visa Corporation selected Wasatch Pow-
derbird Guides for commercials that aired before
and during the Olympics featuring the Wasatch
Mountains and heli-skiing. WPG reportedly pro-
vides the only access to the backcountry of the
Wasatch. (Who are all those others?) Save Our
Canyons should have been considered by Visa as

12 Save Our Canyons - Spring, 2002

While trying to avoid being photographed,
an Olympics security official

threatens to arrest SOC’s photographer
Alexis Kelner and to confiscate his camera.

Utah’s Olympic Games

The Good, the Bad,
and the Ugly

the protector of the backcountry of the Wasatch.
Hey, we don’t take American Express either!

GOOD. Sports Illustrated (October 22", 2001)
and The National Geographic (February 2002)
wrote articles featuring save Our Canyons and
its role in protecting the Wasatch.

UGLY. On January 24th, Save Our Canyons
member Kirk Thomas called to inform us that
two Olympic security guards were four-wheeling
in the foothills above the University Medical
Center on watershed lands abundantly posted as
Closed to Off-road Vehicles. After doing donuts in
the meadows and highmarking Van Cott Peak,
one of the guards rolled and lodged his ATV (see
photo) into the scrub oak. SOC founders Alexis
Kelner and.Gale Dick rushed to the scene. While
photographing the overturned machine Alexis
was threatened with arrest and confiscation of
his camera. The media caught wind of events
and eventually reported that the delinquent
guards were in hot pursuit of a terrorist who
they caught -- and found to be a nature photog-
rapher. Unfortunately, the security guard’s ver-
sion of the story aired on most stations, but the
horseplay in the foothills ceased after this unique
Olympics performance.

BIZARRE. Save Our Canyons was asked if we
wanted to have Save Our Canyons' name painted
in the snow with non-toxic dyes next to corporate
logos along highways during the Olympics: We
declined this fundraising opportunity and told
these creative business students about our his-
tory of fighting billboards of all kinds in the Wa-
satch.0d

www.saveourcanyons.org
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Save Our Canyons members Gayle Parry,
Gavin Noyes, Alexis Kelner, Ivan Weber and
Wes Odell celebrate publication of the

Utah Winter Olympics press kit.

Save Our Canyons
Olympic
Project Report

By Gavin Noyes

he Save Our Canyons Olympic Press Kit was

a success on numerous levels. This publica-
tion was sent to 500 international media sources
including the widest circulating national news-
papers, radio shows, magazines, environmental
publications, online news sources, and interna-
tional media. It was posted on the Save Our
Canyons website homepage which normally re-
ceives 15-20,000 hits per month. Volunteers also
handed the publication out on the streets in front
of the two media headquarters before and during
the Olympics.

After the Games the Press Kit is being sent to
other Olympic organizers and environmental ac-
tivists in future Olympic host and bidding cities.

The activists listed in the back of the Press
Kit conducted approximately 100 interviews,
which was presumably a result of this distribu-
tion effort.

Save Our Canyons representatives comprised
about 55 of those interviews. Stories referencing
Save Our Canyons’ efforts aired and were pub-
lished in numerous national and international
outlets listed in the boxed section at the end of
this article.

Several national and international wire
services such as the Associated Press and
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Reuters did stories based, in part, on interviews
with Save Our Canyons. Some writers who had
interviewed SOC activists were syndicated in
various publications. One correspondent’s arti-
cles appear in fifty Swiss and German newspa-
pers.

Nearly all local television, radio and newspa-
pers did at least one story on Save Our Canyons’
summary of the environmental impact of the
2002 Games. There was at least one Save Our
Canyons moderated discussion session with a
high school class doing a project on the environ-
mental impacts of the 2002 Games.

The Media Center served as a comfortable
space to conduct interviews. It displayed vol-
umes of Olympic documents, demonstrating
SOC’s extensive involvement in the Olympics
over the years. We had hoped that reporters
would use the fifteen years of files we organized
to research topics of interest, but only a few peo-
ple made this effort. Our website continued to be
a great resource with its extensive newspaper
links and information on numerous topics rele-
vant to the Olympics and reporters commented
on its usefulness.

It is difficult to summarize the thrust of all
the stories that appeared on the Olympics and

N
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the environment, but certainly the Snowbasin
Land Exchange was rightfully the most dis-
cussed negative environmental action of the
Games. Perhaps the most significant effect of
the Press Kit was the silencing of SLOC’s envi-
ronmental chant, that these are “the Greenest
Games Ever.” SLOC still said it, but this mes-
sage didn’t have much reach.

In praising the Olympics after they ended the
Salt Lake Tribune’s editorial commended orga-
nizers for their commitment to Culture and
Sports, two of the three “Olympics pillars.” Con-
spicuous by its absence was any mention of Envi-
ronment, the third pillar of the games. Perhaps
the editorial writers felt there was nothing to
brag about.

The Salt Lake Olympics Committee was re-
portedly furious with our publication and com-
piled a 28 point retort to which SOC replied in
detail. Most of their criticisms were minor or er-
roneous, but we acknowledge that 3 of their cor-
rections were legitimate, albeit minor, mistakes
on our part.

Now that the Olympics committee has packed
its bags and left town, they left several messes
for Save Our Canyons and other entities to worry
about. This includes rehabilitation of the 3 acre
Olympic Ring site which Save Our Canyons op-
posed, to no avail, as well as several new roads
they created in the foothills to launch the enor-
mous fireworks display during the closing cere-
monies. We will also be battling Phase II and III
of Snowbasin’s Master Development Plan, which
was privatized by the Winter Games Facilitation
Act.

This project was funded, in part, by a grant
from the Harder Foundation. We also obtained
significant contributions from our volunteers.
Thirteen individuals gave more than 400 hours
to the production and distribution of the press

Reuters Limited
Bavarian Television
Chicago Tribune

Company

Canadian Broadcasting-

Asahi Shimbun-Tokyo

kit, and to manning the media center from No-
vember 2001 through the end of the Games.

In retrospect I believe that _the Olymplc effort
was a large success for the following reasons:

¢ Locals were reminded of the important
role that Save Our Canyons played in pre-
venting some of the most damaging Olympic
proposals, such as keeping venues out of the
Tri-canyons area.

© There was value in displaying the Snow-
basin scandal to the world and exciting the
disbelief that goes along with it.

¢ Every article that summarized the Olym-
pic experience in Salt Lake mentioned the
beauty of the Wasatch. The Salt Lake com-
munity noticed this fact and we will empha-
size it to advance protection of all wild places
in the Wasatch.

¢ The broader national exposure we gained
will help us in future campaigns such as the
Ski Area Scorecard and in strengthening our
presence locally.

¢ Other Olympic host cities will learn from
our experiences and the Olympics can be used
to better advance environmental awareness
and protection in the future.

Save Our Canyons thanks everyone who
worked so hard on this vital effort:

Ann O'Connell, Wes Odell, Jeff Mauger, Lisa '
Kuhn, Bob Woody, Ivan Weber, Gayle Parry,

Angie Steimle, Rick Reese, Ben Tettlebaum,-
Sarah Ellis, Alexis Kelner, Gale Dick.

de Volkskrant-Dutch
Tribune De Geneve-Swiss
Der Bund- Swiss

Voice of America Hokkaido Shimbun Press Swiss Television Network
NPR’s Ear to the Ground Swiss Radio Radio Canada
NBC’s Dateline Tages Anzeiger-Zurich Mother Jones Magazine.
Radio Canada Christian Science Moni- Sankei, Japan
NBC Chicago affiliate - tor Environmental News
Sports Illustrated WAMC radio, New York Service
National Geographic Environment and The Observer-London
Denver Post Energy Daily BBC radio-London-
Los Angeles Times Greenlines PBS

New York Times USA Today

Associated Press

www.sa’veour canyons.org
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A Blg Thank You to @ur Matchmg Fund Donors

I would like to send out a great big thank you to
all of you who supported us with donations to our
matching donor fundraiser this Fall and with
your 2002 renewals. With all of the current
threats to the Wasatch your support is more
critical than ever.

These last few months have been difficult for
many non-profit organizations including Save
Our Canyons, due to the aftermath of September
11" and the onslaught of battles coming from the
local and federal government.

Save Our Canyons raised nearly $14,000 of
the $20,000 goal:of our matching donor
contribution, which leaves us behind in our

For Membership Application go to:

For information go to:

Citizens’ Committee to Save Our Canyons
P.O. Box 112017
Salt Lake City, UT 84147

Put
ApRILO
on yout Calendat
gave Ouf Canyo?

~attempt to take on the additional projects and
‘issues on our plate thls coming year. We have
" increased our staff size to 3 people with the goal

of taking on the numerous private land
developments through the County governments.
Be sure to get your membership renewals in
soon and thank you for. your continuous support
of our efforts. If you would like to send in
renewals or additional contributions please
contact Lisa Smith at 363-SAVE (7283) or mail
checks to PO Box 112017 Salt Lake City, Utah,
84147.
THANKS!!

Coordinator

Lisa ._szth, Membership

www.saveourcanyons.org

info@saveourcanyons.org
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