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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

SAVE OUR CANYONS IN 2001

ometimes you just want to shout, "Slow

down, take it easy!" The rate at which
urbanizing mountain:site developments and
vanishing opportunities rush past us in our
Wasatch-blessed communities seems to pick up
speed every day. Just look at the daily paper;
look at the heavy machinery and construction
in our canyons and on the peaks. For Save
Our Canyons this acceleration means more
work to do. The challenge is even more
daunting when you consider that there are
really very few grassroots activist
organizations focussing exclusively on the
Wasatch Range.

After the upsets and outrages of the years
2000 and 1999, 2001 promises even more
thrills. Someone has compared working with
governments and businesses on Wasatch
mountain issues to a continuous slow-motion
traffic accident.

We're pulling up our socks while we've got
our sleeves rolled up, our noses to the
grindstones, and our shoulders to the wheels —
no easy trick.

Here are some of the projects that we know
we will be working on in 2001: By the time
you read this you will probably know the
outcome of our Hidden Peak lawsuit against
the Forest Service and Snowbird. Whatever
the decision, it is likely that the issue will not
be resolved, given both sides' investment in the
outcome. Both sides will have the opportunity
to appeal. Also ongoing, but reaching red-alert
status, will be citizen-input phase of the
Solitude Ski Resort Master Development Plan.
The Draft Environmental Impact Statements

will also be released on the revisions of the
Forest Management Plans for both the
Wasatch-Cache and the Uinta National
Forests. All of these plans affect your future
use of, and dependence on, the Wasatch
Mountains. '

We have decided to continue to participate -

with environmental groups from most western
states in the ski area scorecard project of the
Ski Area Citizens' Coalition. (Read about this
scorecard elsewhere in this newsletter.) We
will also continue to urge federal legislation
enlarging wilderness areas in the central
Wasatch.

To become more effective we need to
increase our membership and to involve our
members more in the work we do. You can
read about some of our organizational goals in
John Johnson's article in this issue.

We need more of every kind of resource:
money, volunteers, expertise, equipment and
dedication. We need a full-time Membership
Coordinator, and hope to hire a
Communications Coordinator to handle the
rising tide of Olympic reporters washing our
way as well as a County Government
Watchdog to better monitor private land issues
in the Wasatch.

Last year, if you reckon an hour's volunteer
work to be worth a measly $10, our volunteers
gave us more than we were able to raise in
charitable contributions. And this is true in

spite of the tremendous generosity of our many -

donors.
Thanks to you all.

And brace yourselves for 2001! --- Gale Dick

SPECIAL NOTICE

Margaret Pettis points out that some of the drawings of eagles attributed
to her in our December Wildlife Newsletter, were not her work. We
apologize to the unknown artist who did these drawings and to Margaret
for the misattribution.
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Save Our Canyons Receives Major Contribution

In December, Save Our Canyons received a major gift of $35,000 from the Parmalee sis-

‘ters Cricket and Patty. Many of our members will remember them from when they
lived in Salt Lake City. This wonderful and generous donation will make it possible
for SOC to pursue new initiatives and goals. Profound thanks from all of us in SOC!
Read what Cricket and Patty have to say about the spirit behind their generosity:

From Cricket, in Maryland: Our family moved
out to Salt Lake in 1952. For our mother, Vir-
ginia Parmalee, and our brother Charley, who
stayed here the rest of their lives, being in the
mountains or the hills behind our house was a
daily part of life. For those of us who moved
away, the mountains were part of what kept us
coming back.

It seemed like our mother knew every trail
in the Wasatch. Charley was a climber, hiker,
skier, biker, runner... Now that they are
gone, what better way to remember them than
to use what was theirs to protect the moun-
tains that meant so much to them.

You learn as you grow older that when
something beautiful is here for us it’s because
someone had the foresight to protect it.
We consider ourselves lucky that we have you,
the members of Save Our Canyons, to give this
gift to. We understand what you are working
for. We think of this gift as a tribute to, and

fuel for, a dedication and caring money could-
n't buy.

From Patty, in New York: I just want to add
that I'm sure the Wasatch mountains saved
me, in my teenage years and beyond. I found
an identity for my misfit self as a lover of na-
ture -- and of exerting my body in nature --
that endures in my running and hiking to this
day. Maybe it is not until we move away and
miss them so terribly that we realize how lucky
we were to have spectacular wild playgrounds
in our backyard. This donation pays back only
a fraction of what I got. But I hope the small
token of our love for those mountains, trails,
and views will be useful in encouraging more
Utahns to become aware of what they've got.
We are counting on them to preserve it -- for
themselves, and for all of us, who need to know
that those places exist, and who hope to return
sometimesQO
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Save Our Canyons

wishes to express our thanks
and apreciation to
volunteer Nole Walkinshaw

Volunteer Profile

Save Our Canyons
Through |
Land Use Planning

By Gayle Parry

How do we save the resources and beauty of our
canyons, cities and rural areas? Volunteer, Nole
Walkingshaw, believes the answer is land use
planning. Nole has the background to know of
what he speaks. Nole earned a degree in Urban
Planning with a focus on Land Use Law. As an
Intern Assistant for the State Planning Coordina-
tor, Nole compiled and wrote a statewide catalog
of all the special designated lands under the
management of the Bureau of Land Management
for the entire state of Utah. These lands include
Wilderness Areas, Wilderness Study Areas, Re-
source Natural Areas, Outstanding Natural Areas
and those areas being included as Wild and Sce-
nic Rivers. Nole's environmental philosophy has
developed from this work experience, his univer-
sity studies, his observations while working at a
local snowboard shop, and his background of
growing up near the mouth of one of Utah's most
scenic and sports oriented areas, Little Cotton-
wood Canyon.

Skiing became a part of Nole's life at the ten-
der age of three. Unfortunately, he developed bad
knees and in 1979 switched to snowboarding.
Later he got a job at Salty Peaks selling snow-
boards. At this time, he became acquainted with
the owners of a.local helicopter skiing service as
well as the guides and some clients. "I was apo-

“litical concerning heli-skiing at this time," Nole

says. Then he met and became friends with an
active Save Our Canyons member who is an en-
thusiastic backcountry skier and opponent of heli-
skiing, Bob Athey. Bob became involved in a de-
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bate with a wealthy client of the helicopter ski
service.

Both passionately defended their position and
Nole, impressed with both arguments, came

away with a new understanding of the issue.
Through Bob, and later another friend who was
active with Save Our Canyons, Steve Lewis, Nole
developed a desire to become involved with Save
Our Canyons.

Nole has very definite ideas about the envi-
ronment. He says that when we look at the past
one hundred years and realize what radical
changes have occurred to our earth over such a
short period of time, we must realize that aggres-
sive policies are needed to preserve the quality of
life for the future. Planning has to play an inte-
gral role in land management. "I became inter-
ested in land use planning because of my love of
nature and my respect for the future," Nole says.
"I wish I could be more involved with it than I
am. Rural planning and its impacts on our soci-
ety as a whole is an area that is greatly underes-
timated. We need to give rural areas support and
I think we need to educate those people in the
need for planning to save the resources they have.
Through land use planning, we need to look at the
needs of all the people involved with the land and
create some balance between the people who use
the land directly to support themselves and the
people in the cities who use the land and just
don't realize it. We need to manage and monitor
our natural resources." Nole says that our con-
sumptive society with its dependence on raw ma-
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terials has to change . Locking land up in wilder-
ness areas is not a bad thing because it forces us
to find alternative sources of energy and materi-
als while protecting the land. Governments
spend millions on nuclear bombs while spending
little for the good of the planet itself. Govern-
ments and businesses use cost as an excuse to do
nothing.

To meet these land use goals, Nole believes
that we need to learn to listen to our environ-
mental adversaries and not be so quick to judge.
It is impossible to stop growth. So through talk-
ing, listening, and educating, we can come to a
middle ground, and those opposed to the envi-
ronmental viewpoint will adopt a better point of
view concerning our environment.

Nole's first volunteer project was with the For-
est Plan Revision, which he saw advertised in the
City Weekly. Later, he began volunteering on a
regular basis for Save Our Canyons doing every-
thing from setting up chairs at Wasatch Front
Forum meetings, delivering newsletters to busi-
nesses, doing research, and helping with the Ski
Area Scorecard. His moderating philosophy will
be an asset in the latest Save Our Canyons effort
for which he has volunteered. He has agreed to
plan the Wasatch Front Forum meetings in con-
Junction with Kathryn Duhamel. We are looking
forward to some interesting and informative fo-
rum discussionsQ

STEPHEN MOSSBARGER JOINS SOGC’'S BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Stephen Mossbarger is a native
Utahn born and bred. By day,
he’s a network administrator at
the University of Utah's Office
of Sponsored Projects, where he
tends a database, an office
network, and a website, and
assists “trembling souls trapped
in the digital whirlwind.”
Stephen is also a student in the
University's College of
Business, where he’s studying
for certification in Information
Systems. He received a BA in
English from the University in

offer a clear view of the
Oquirrhs standing across the
valley from the Wasatch
mountains, I ask you in your
mind's eye to superimpose the 2
ranges, overlaying the forested
Wasatch with the barren
ghastly poverty of the east-
facing Oquirrhs, and allow
yourself to picture what the
Wasatch might look like 1, 5, 10
years from now. Then you will
know why I've decided to do
what I can to help protect the
Wasatch from a similar fate.

1989.

Please join us--make it a

Recently, Stephen explained
his reasons for joining Save Our
Canyons:

“The fertile valleys, desert
plains, redrock territory and
rugged mountain ranges of
Utah are my home. As 1
matured, I remember my
growing awareness of the
desolate mountainous black slag
heaps in reeking moats of water
that crowd the seared brown
foot of the Oquirrhs, a real-life
Mordor just like in the Lord of

the Rings, and the
astonishment I felt when I
learned that once tall clean
forests grew on those slopes,
teaming with wildlife,
overlooking plains of head-high
buffalo grass. How, I asked
myself, could anyone let that
happen? Didn't anyone ask
them to clean up after
themselves?

Next time you find yourself
driving one of the numerous
streets of Salt Lake City that

personal mission to enlist your
friends and family--do what you
can do. It will only be too late
when we--you and I and those
we know--let it be so. You are
reading our newsletter, which
you receive because you have
proved and continue to prove
your support, so please accept
my regards as a person who
truly does care! I am glad to
serve you as well as the

- mountains we love.”Q
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PROTECTING THE WASATGH MOUNTAINS

From Wellsville to Nebo,

and all the mountains and canyons in between

By John Johnson

Over the past 4 months, the board of trustees, a
few volunteers, and Gavin Noyes have had
lengthy discussions about issues, goals, and
funding for SOC for the next 3-5 years. In addi-
tion to assessing our own strengths we have spent
time looking at what other organizations have

_done to be effective. We have come up with a plan

that will broaden SOC’s areas of activity, extend
our Interactions with all governmental agencies,
and increase our standing as a key player in the
management of the entire Wasatch Mountains.

We concluded that SOC must grow and become
better funded to counter the ever-increasing pres-
sure to develop both private and public land in
the Wasatch Mountains. In addition to the pres-
sures from developers, the political climate both
locally and nationaliy has changed recently; sug-
gesting that as a grassroots organization we must
become better organized.

There have been many successes and failures
throughout Save Our Canyons 29-year history.
We have learned from them all. They have raised
awareness of conservation issues in our commu-
nity. Rather than continuing primarily to monitor
and affect future developments in our main area
of concern, the Tri-canyons, we would like to see
some long-term protective measures implemented
and use our knowledge to maintain undeveloped
natural land in areas where threats are looming
large.

While SOC’s primary function will continue to
be a watchdog and protector of the Wasatch
Mountains, we will become more involved in vol-
unteer oriented service projects. In 2001 SOC
will sponsor the First Annual Spring Cleaning
and in the fall the First Annual Save Our Can-
yons Day. SOC will coordinate with the US For-
est Service, County and City Governments and
other organizations to do trail maintenance, clean
up, and other projects.

Our second goal is to dramatically increase
membership. A larger membership is a stronger
voice when taking positions on issues: We will
attempt to grow by 500 additional members each
year for the next 3 years. While this is an ambi-
tious goal, we believe that it is achievable with
the help from current members of SOC.
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Using the membership form on the last page of
the newsletter we are asking each member to
help us find at least 2 new SOC members.

The third goal is to increase the operating

| budget and hire additional staff. For the past 29

years SOC has operated almost exclusively with
volunteers and a very meager budget. Two years
ago SOC hired Gavin Noyes as the first paid staff
member. Starting in the year 2001 he is full time
and Karen Sclafani has been hired in a half time
position. It is our goal to have the equivalent of 3
full time positions by the end of 2002.

We need to double our 2000 operating budget

‘in 2001 and to triple it by 2003. Otherwise we
“will not be able to undertake the burgeoning

number of important projects and initiatives that
are coming our way.
* Our volunteer program, which contributed ap-

proximately 5000 hours in the year 2000, will
. continue as the heart of the organization.

We will send the roots .deep and grow the

- grasses high, but will always be a grassroots or-
ganization.

We will bark.

We will bite when necessary.

It is equally important that our members un-
derstand that the Board of Trustees will continue

to use every contributed dollar very carefully.
There are no extravagant salaries, no costly re-
treats and no big expense accounts. SOC will
continue to be very dependent on volunteers. We
will report our progress toward these goals in
each upcoming quarterly newsletter.

Some members may feel their $35 membershlp
contribution is not important. Nothing could be
further from the truth. Membership dues and
modest contributions are the crucial foundation of
our operations. While SOC needs to attract
larger contributions, it is just as important that
we increase the membership. We want every
member and volunteer to know that his or her
contribution is critical to the success of SOC

While the board has developed some aggres-
sive goals and a full agenda of projects and issues
to be worked on, we have concluded that now,
more than ever, we must increase our efforts to
stop the urbanization of the Wasatch mountains.
While each member of the board is individually
committed to working toward these goals it is
clear that to be successful we need help from eve-
ryone. Please help SOC find new members and
call Gayle Parry at 277-4124 if you are able to
volunteer.d

WIN A SNAZZY PRTAGONIA JACKET

For each new Save Our Canyons member you recruit, you get a
- chance in a drawaing for a splendid jacket donated by our
PATAGONIA Outlet.

Q The more new members you recruit, the more chances you acquire.

0 The winner will be announced at the First Annual Save Our Canyons Day

next fall.

Give us names and addresses and we will send membership
applications. Call your friends and suggest they join.

NAME

'ADDRESS

NAME

ADDRESS

NAME

ADDRESS

Send to SAVE OUR CANYONS, P.O. Box 112017, Salt Lake City, UT 84147
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GUEST EDITORIAL by Andy Goodman
Andy Goodman publishes Free-range Thinking™"

., a monthly newsletter

for public interest groups, foundations, and progressive businesses

that want to reach more people more effectively.

SKI AREA ENVIRONMENTAL SCORE GARD

When six environmental groups banded together to form the Ski Area Citizen’s
Coalition nobody took much notice. When they issued their first report card
rating ski resorts, however, the media jumped on the story.

but I never gave much thought to how one af-

fected the other until last month. On Decem-
ber 3™, I noticed an article in The New York
Times with the headline, “Environment Groups’
Ratings Rile Ski Industry.” The story led me to a
website where 1 discovered that Mammoth
Mountain — one of my favorite California ski re-
sorts — had earned a grade of C for its not-so-
salutary impacts on the local ecosystem. More
importantly, it reminded me just how effective
reports cards can be as a communications tool for
public interest groups.

Five western environmental groups are be-
hind this particular effort. Colorado Wild, Utah’s
Save Our Canyons, Washington State’s Crystal
Conservation Coalition, the Greater Yellowstone
Coalition, and California’s Friends of the Inyo
had each been actively monitoring the impacts of
ski resorts in their respective areas. When the
National Ski Areas Association — the trade group
for ski resorts — issued its environmental charter
last year, the release had a galvanizing effect on
the five groups. “We agreed that the charter was
nothing but a greenwash,” said Gavin Noyes,
Save Our Canyons’ director, “so we wanted to put
a meaningful document together that would ad-
dress a whole variety of environmental issues.”
The five groups added Washington, DC-based
Environmental Media Services to help with pub-
lic outreach and formally established the Ski
Area Citizen’s Coalition (SACC).

The idea of issuing a report card came from
Jonathan Stauffer, a Vail businessman who

I love to ski and I care about the environment,
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serves on Colorado Wild’s board of directors. Ac-
cording to Jeff Berman, executive director of
Colorado Wild, Stauffer had grown increasingly
distraught at the development and environ-
mental destruction around Vail. Despite a long-
term trend in which the number of skiers na-
tionwide was flat, Stauffer and Berman were
continuing to see proposals for expansion of ex-
isting resorts. From Berman’s perspective, the
environmental charter issued by the resorts was
the last straw. Once the resources of the 6
groups were combined under the SACC um-
brella, work on the report card began.

“We spent 6 months brainstorming the envi-
ronmental impacts of ski resorts,” Berman told
me. Ultimately, the coalition agreed on 11 crite-
ria including:

* avoiding expansion of developed
acreage into undisturbed forest

* avoiding water degradation from ski area
management activities

* environmental policy positions and public
disclosure

* wildlife habitat and forest protection

* recycling, water conservation, energy con-
servation, pollution reduction

skiing

Each criterion was assigned a point value (e.g.,
preserving wildlife habit and protecting forests
earned 15 points), and numerical totals were
translated into letter grades for the final report
card. “If anything, we gave the ski industry credit
for doing small things,” Berman said. “They can
get 2 points for using non-disposable items in
their food service. Meanwhile, they could drive a

—




plant or animal to extinction and only lose 5
points.”

The SACC rated 51 resorts in 10 states and
posted the results on its website
(www.skiareacitizens.com) on November 29th.
Nine resorts — including Sundance, Aspen High-
lands, and Buttermilk Mountain — received an A
rating; ten resorts flunked (including Copper
Mountain, Vail, and Telluride). But I'd like to
award the coalition an A+ for creating awareness
for this issue. Along with The New York Times,
stories on the report card appeared in USA To-
day, Christian Science Monitor, Associated Press,
Mother Jones, The Denver Post, and many other
publications. And like me, many readers went
straight to the coalition’s website, hitting it
140,000 times in its first 8 days.

Tom Lalley, Program Director for Environ-
mental Media Services, wasn’t surprised by the

positive press reaction. “Jeff [Berman] had been
talking to reporters for a long time, so the pump
was primed. And rankings like this make it easy
for reporters to do a story. You can fit it into a
minute and a half on television.” Lalley ac-
knowledges that report cards may not work for
every issue, but where appropriate they can be a
powerful tool. “They show us how to get com-
plex concepts across to a public who has limited
time to devote to these issues.”

Many of the resorts have reacted negatively to
the report card, Berman reports, and a spokes-
woman for the ski areas trade group called it “an
ill-warranted publicity stunt.” Nevertheless, the
message appears to be getting through. “Man-
agement at Mammoth Mountain wanted to know
how they could get their C grade up to a B,” said
Berman, “so I think in the long run this has tre-
mendous potential.”Q

sues into measurable numbers.

digest and act on.

against.

WHY REPORT GARDS WORK

1 They force you, the grader, to identify clear criteria that translate complex is-

2. Their release provides the media with a news peg, and report cards are inher-
ently an easy story for reporters to cover quickly and accurately.
3. They provide the public with information they need in a form they can easily

4. When you are grading businesses or organizations, report cards provide a set of
standards that recipients can (albeit reluctantly) measure their performance

THE BEST AND THE WORST IN UTAH

resort name

Sundance Resort

grade  score  state

Alta Ski Area

Park City Mountain Resort

Brighton Resort

Solitude Mountain Resort

Brian Head Resort

Snowbird Ski and Summer Resort

Deer Valley Resort

The Canyons

Snowbasin Ski Resort ____

A gosg UT
(Score is declining by the day!!!) B 656 UT
B 624 UT
C 492 UT
D 44.4 UT
D 370 UT
D 36.0 UT
F 23.8 UT
F 222 UT
F 201 UT
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Editorial by The Denver Post (Tucsday, December 26, 2000)

Report Card On Skiing

"Tis the season for peak business
at Colorado's 25 operating ski ar-
eas. But it's also fight time be-
tween the ski industry and some
environmental groups. Rather
than disparage the criticisms,
however, the industry should pay
close attention because some com-
plaints are on target.

The tiff arose when the Ski
Area Citizens' Coalition published
a "report card" on the major re-
sorts' environmental practices. Of
the 10 worst nationally, six were
in Colorado. Ironically, the six
also have joined the National Ski
Area Association's environmental
charter that calls for good conser-
vation practices.

While the industry's environ-
mental charter is an excellent
idea, it still sidesteps the biggest
impacts caused by ski area devel-
opment. Ski runs essentially are
permanent clear cuts on steep
slopes. Runs and lodges disturb
wildlife habitat. Snow-making
draws water from mountain
streams during their driest sea-
sons, when fish and other aquatic
life are most vulnerable.

Most of these impacts occur on
public land, since 90 percent of all
ski areas in the West, including
Colorado, are on national forests.

The B

But ski resort expansions also
spawn real estate developing on
surrounding private land, further
disruption wildlife, increasing wa-
ter demands and adding to
sprawl.

Yet even with snowboarding's
increased popularity, ski resort
visitation numbers nationally
have been nearly flat for two dec-
ades, hovering around 50 million
to 55 million winter-time visitors
per season. During the same pe-
riod, however, ski resorts have
rapidly expanded their terrain.
For example, on the White River
National Forest in central Colo-
rado, skier/boarder numbers rose
about 28 percent since 1960, but
there's been a 107 percent expan-
sion in ski resort terrain during
the same period.

At some point, citizens should
wonder why the Forest Service
continues to approve expansion of
a relatively high-impact industry,
when public participation in other,
less intrusive winter sports, like
snowshoeing, have been growing
at a much faster rate.

Thus the ski industry's dis-
missal of the new report card is
itself misguided. The report has
flaws, certainly. For example, it

awards resorts that expanded in

est and The Worst in the West

past years an A, but hands failing
grades to ski areas whose expan-
sions have been more recent.

But contrary to industry com-
plaints, the list does attempt to be
impartial. For example, Wolf
Creek in southwestern Colorado
has plans to expand, but its new
terrain wouldn't impact wetlands
or critical wildlife habitat, so the
resort still merited an A. Indeed,
the report card says five of the 10
most environmentally aware ski
areas in the U.S. also are in Colo-
rado.

The report card and the indus-
try's environmental charters are
not at odds, really. Both seek to
improve conservation practices at
resorts across the country. But
the report card does the ski-
ing/boarding public a favor by
calling attention to the truly big
issues raised by resort expansions
and operations.

Readers with Internet access
can compare the two approaches.
The environmentalists' report
card can be found at
http//'www.skiareacitizens.com.
The industry's environmental
charter is found through the
NSAA's homepage,
http://www.nsaa.org.

‘HE WORST TEN
1. Suncance Resort A 9gos5 UT 1. Snowbasin Ski Resort F 2010 UT
2. Aspen Highlands Ski Resort A 86.2 CO 2. Copper Mountain Ski Resort F 217 CO
3.Timberline Ski Area A 852 OR 3.The Canyons F o222 UT
4.49 Degrees North Mountain Resort A 84.7 WA 4. Keystone Ski Resort F 222 CO
5. Sun Valley Resort A 831 ID 5. Breckenridge Ski Resort F 228 CO
6. Wolf Creek Ski Area A 799 CO 6. Vail Ski Resort F 233 CO
7. Silver Mountain Ski Resort A 778 ID 7. Deer Valley Resort F 238 UT
8. Aspen Mountain Ski Resort A 772 CO 8. Beaver Creek Resort F 307 CO
9. Buttermilk Mountain Ski Resort A 772 CO . 9.Crystal Mountain Ski Area F 312 WA
10. Snowmass Ski Resort B 746 CO | 10.5nowbird Skiand Summer Resort D 36.0 UT
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PROPOSED NEW INN AT ALTA

Report on a briefing by SOC's Gayle Parry:

On Wednesday, March 7, 2001 a meeting was
called at the Albion Grillat Alta, by Jodi and
Dwayne Shrontz who intend to develop approxi-
mately three acres of their land near the Alta
summer road in the form of a year round “five
star” lodge designed to house sixty-four rooms, a
restaurant, spa, “a couple of shops,” and an un-
derground parking facility to store snow cats for
the Grizzly Gulch home owners plus sixty parking
slots for their guests. Part of the property for the
lodge is on a mine dump, which the Shrontzs have
had tested and pronounced perfectly safe.

HISTORY: Twelve years ago Jodi and
Dwayne Shrontz approached John Cahill, owner
of land near the bottom of the Alta summer road,
wanting to buy this land. They were refused.
Then Alta Lifts Co. bought some of the land and
asked the Shrontzs if they were still interested in
buying it. This deal appears to have come about
as a result of Alta Lifts wanting a new lodge to
house and feed ski patrons. Alta Ski Lifts bought
the land and transferred it to the Shrontzs on the
same day.

The land had been subdivided years ago
into a maximum of sixteen cabin lots. The
Shrontzs considered their options as to what they
wanted to build including a six to seven story

building, condominiums, well spaced cabins, or
selling the sixteen lots for cabins, but then de-
cided that a lodge would be a better choice than
the other options especially having sixteen new
cabins in a subdivision.

Water and sewer connections are within
fifty yards of the proposed lodge already servicing
the Grizzly Gulch cabin area. Other utilities
would come from the Alta Maintenance Building.
They say that they have 38,000 gals. of water per
day which is more than they will need.

Ironically, Jodi Shrontz is the Chairperson
of the Friends of Alta whose purpose is to curtail
development in the town of Alta. She also sits on
the Alta Town Council. When asked if this isn’t a
conflict of interest, she said that she would not
vote on any issues pertaining to the lodge and so
there was no conflict. The Shrontzs say that if
they don’t develop this private land, someone else
will, and they may do something worse.

SOC submitted comments to the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers requesting that permis-
sion to impact the wetlands be denied. We also
notified our e-mail action list encouraging them to
do the same. If you would like to be added to the
SOC action alert list to get involved in this proc-
ess and others, send an e-mail request to Stephen
Mossbarger, titled "Action Alert Request" at:

info@saveourcanyons.org

Save Our Canyons'

First Annual SERVICE Day

Come Help Revegetate Disturbed Sites
In The Wasatch Mountains
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The GOOD, the BAD, and the UGLY

The Good

Dan Jiron, the Salt Lake District Ranger, denied
permission to hold the commercial venture
called the Wasatch Adventure Race in his area of
jurisdiction. Thanks Dan.

Forest Service Land Managers Take Note:

There is an article on page 57 of the January
15, 2001 edition of Newsweek concerning how the
number of skiers has fallen off. We at Save Our
Canyons have been saying that skier numbers
have been flat for the last twenty years. This
article says they are not flat but considerably
down. Here is the important part of the article:

As aging baby boomers' knees weaken and
they trade in their skis for golf clubs, the number
of downhill skiers has dipped to a 10-year low--7.4
million last year, down 30 percent from 1994--and
the influx of snowboarders hasn't picked up the
slack.

SOC has been pointing out such trends for
years. These latest statistics point to a gloomier
outlook for resort skiing than ever before. This
means that it is time the US Forest Service starts
denying all ski area expansions on public lands.

The Ugly

In the Response To Comments section of the
Forest Service's Final Environmental Impact
Statement you will find the following response to
the suggestion that Snowbird’s base facilities be
expanded to include convention and/or food
services rather than constructing those facilities
and a huge structure on the top of Hidden Peak.

"This approach would not be practical for two
main reasons. First, space is extremely lim-
ited at the existing base area, so the expan-
sion potential of existing buildings is limited.
The only real potential fore xpansion of these
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facilities would be to build higher, which
would have associated visual quality effects."

For "would have associated visual quality effects"
read "would be an eyesore". Doesn't this imply
that the Forest Service believes it to be better to
have an eyesore on Hidden Peak, which on a clear
night might be visible from four states, than to
add a few stories to base facilities

More Ugly

Snowmobiles have been illegally racing around
USFS land in upper Cardiff Fork of Big Cotton-
wood Canyon. Many complaints have been filed
with the USFS. The problem seems to .be with
private property owners who are legally permit-
ted to access their mining claims (winter-time
mineral exploration???), but they have been going
beyond their property and have been using the
public lands illegally as their pesonal playground.

According to the Wasatch-Cache National
Forest Travel Plan guidelines snowmoblhng is
prohibited in this drainage. .

It is not advisable to confront the tres-
passers, (they may be armed and dangerous!)
Take pictures instead, and report incidents
immediately to the Salt Lake Ranger District. If
you have a cell phone you could also arrange to
have the Sheriff meet them at the car park when
they are done mining. Police dispatch # 743-7000

Good vs. Bad

Salt Lake County's Planning Commission ap-
proved an expansion of the Parley's Canyon rock
quarry. In this connection, Save Our Canyons
filed an appeal with the Salt Lake County Board
of Adjustment challenging what appears to have
been a clear violation of County zoning:ordi-
nances. This decision was remanded back to the
Planning Commission on March 21.Q .




ECO-CHALLENGE ARRIVES
IN UTAH'S WASATGH MOUNTAINS

A 48-hour race March 16-18 has landed with
full force on the Wasatch Mountains above
Provo. This Eco-challenge affiliated event in-
volves cross country navigation on foot, skis,
and by rope, through pristine roadless areas on
the Pleasant Grove Ranger District of the
Uinta National Forest.

Concern has not only been directed to the
impacts that the competitors will have, but
also on that of the media coverage, which will
require large numbers of support vehicles and
equipment to be hauled into remote sites to
televise the event. :

Of particular concern is an area called Lit-
tle Rock Canyon located inside the Rock Can-
yon Roadless Area. At this time of year, given
its south facing aspect and low elevation, this
canyon promises a muddy and rocky descent
down a canyon, which has no trail and will re-
quire - some rappelling off cliffs. The plant
trampling and erosion caused by this event has
not likely been seen in this canyon since sheep
grazing.denuded the mountain in the 19*" and
early 20*" centuries. :

SOC made last minute attempts to get Lit-
tle Rock Canyon excluded from the race in fa-
vor of snow covered areas that have a road or
at least a trail already in place. To find out
more about the first annual High Mountain
Wasatch Adventure Race go to their website
at:

www . highmountains.com

Also, to comment on future eco-challenge type
events on the Uinta National Forest ask to be
included in public scoping by contacting:

PETE KARP, Forest Supervisor
Uinta NF/R4/USFS

88 West 100 North

Provo, UT 84601

The Salt Lake Ranger District was ap-
proached first and asked to play host to this
event. They wisely decided that they did not
want to impair public lands with such activi-
tiesO

member

S1s.

Karen Sclafani,
new part-time staff

Karen Sclafani recently
joined the staff of Save Our
Canyons on a part-time ba-

Two years ago, Karen
moved to Salt Lake City
where the Wasatch Moun-
tains became her saving
grace from the urban horrors
of the valley. "Preventing
the spread of urbanization
into canyons outside our city
is a necessary and noble ef-
fort and I'm looking forward
to helping," she recently told

A. Kelner

Karen received a BA in Envi-
ronmental Studies from the
University of Vermont.
After spending two years in
Jackson, she moved to
Bozeman where she worked
as a volunteer for the
Greater Yellowstone Coali-
tion.

SOC. "As Walt Whitman
wrote in Leaves of Grass:
'Now I see the secret of the
making of the best persons.
It is to grow in the open air,
and to eat and sleep with the
earth."'O
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Too embarrassing?

The S.L. Tribune won't publish this piece by

Gavin Noyes.

The Tribune’s editorial (Envi-
ronmental Harpies 2/7/01) on
public land agencies entering
partnerships with corporations
and non-profit agencies
amounts to little more than
enviro-bashing without sub-
stantive comment on the topic
at hand. The Tribune should be
embarrassed that their edito-
rial board went on such a ti-
rade with so little knowledge of
the subject. The adjectives
“thin-skinned”, “whining”, and
“extremist” were used to de-
scribe environmentalists, with
their message being referred to
as “hogwash.” All this in reac-
tion to some cautionary words
about public/private partner-
ships and its results on the
management of public land.
Corporate partnerships
with public land agencies are
complicated issues worthy of
public attention. They should
not be dismissed as being of
obvious mutual benefit carry-
ing little or no adverse impact.
Save Our Canyons does not

have an official position on
partnership programs, but it
recognizes that there are some
serious shortcomings with
these programs that are de-
serving of monitoring by
watchdog groups such as Wild
Wilderness, which was jointly
bashed by the Tribune.

The editorial ironically
stated that it was “specious
and silly” that the USFS would
endorse a specific product such
as a Subaru. But that has, in
fact, happened in the recent
past. One need only refer back
to the Tribune’s own article,
“GOP Fumes at Smokey Bear’s
Moonlight Gig in Sales,” on
5/15/98 to find that the Forest
Service (USFS) was roundly

criticized for endorsing Subaru.

The Tribune article described
the hiring by Subaru of Amer-
ica Inc. of the USFS’s Smokey
Bear mascot to attend ten auto
shows endorsing the just re-
leased Subaru Forester. In ex-
change the USFS received $1.6
million in cash and benefits.

The USFS was also given the
use of 34 Foresters for 2 years
emblazoned with USFS logos.
The program was denounced in
Congress and condemned by
the Inspector General of the U.
S. Department of Agriculture.
Furthermore, the program was
reported to have been cancelled
three years ago, yet here we
are again finding USFS em-
ployees standing in front of
Subarus at Salt Lake’s Outdoor
Retailer Show.

It is by no means “ex-
treme” for groups like Save
Our Canyons to advise the
public to be wary of pri-
vate/public partnerships and
how they can lead to the priva-
tization and commercialization
of public lands. As was pointed
out in the 1998 Tribune article,
environmental groups are not
alone, by any means, in their
concern, or their “whining”,
over such developments in the
management of our public
landsQ
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THANKS, THANKS, THANKS!

THANKS to the Anonymous donor who made the
December Wildlife Newsletter possible.

THANKS to Elie Ienatsch for allowing us to pub-
lish her moving and fascinating eagle diary.

THANKS to the Salt Lake Patagonia Outlet store
for its generous contribution to further the work
of SOC. Patagonia is a leader the business com-
munity in its support of local grassroots environ-
mental organizations.

THANKS to Xmission for its generous donation of
internet services. Without Xmission's monetary
support and their friendly help we would be seri-
ously crippled as an organization.

THANKS to the generous businesses that contrib-
uted to the 2001 Raffle and Auction at the Annual
Meeting, raising over $500 in donations: Ambrose
Photography, Chaco Sandals, Gastronomy, REI,
Sage's Café, Squashworks, Salt Lake Roasting
Company, Stoneground, Wasatch Touring, and
Wild Rose.

We are grateful for the magnificent support SOC
received in response to its November matching
fund drive. This fundraiser was one of the most
successful ever and the donations are still coming
in.

How can we adequately thank our seventy volun-
teers who gave us their time (more than 5,400
hours in 2000)? Without all of you we couldn't
exist.(d

% [F YOU WOULD LIKE TO GIVE a contribu-
tion to Save Our Canyons and have some highly
appreciated stock of mutual funds, consider gift-
ing alternative funds rather than cash. There are
distinct advantages.-

For more information call Gavin Noyes at 539-
5333.

%* You can earmark part or all of your‘United
Way donation for Save Our Canyons.

* Remember to renew your Save Our Can-
yons membership.

Visit the
Save OQur Canyons
Website today!

www.saveourcanyons.org

It’s one of the best websites
on the Net.
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SAVE OUR CANYONS NEEDS YOU TO BECOME A MEMBER

The Citizens’ Committee to SAVE OUR CANYONS was founded in 1972 as a non-profit
organization dedicated to protecting the beauty and wildness of the Wasatch canyons, mountains and

foothills. SAVE OUR CANYONS is a 501(c)(3) organization; your donation is tax deductible.
o<

Yes, I want to join SAVE OUR CANYONS

Enclosed is my check made out to SAVE OUR CANYONS

[ ] Annual Membership $35
[ ] Student Membership $15
[} Voluntary Contribution$_

NAME S
Mail To:
ADDRESS = . —
SAVE OUR CANYONS
CITY & STATE. ... ZIP P.O. Box 112017
Salt Lake City, UT 84147
TELEPHONE. . .. .. -
‘ Phone: 539-5333
EMAIL ADDRESS. _ .
http:/lwww.saveourcanyons.org/ info@saveourcanyons.org
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