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THE MOUNTAINS FIGHT BACK

The Olympics Snow Basin road the politicians built
over a known landslide area isn’t Holding up too well.




President's Mé§Sage

Very soon I will celebrate my 75" birthday,
a good and lucky event. It is also an event
that puts one into an unusually reflective
mood. (Please indulge me.) As I count up the
many happy twists of my life, the accident of
fate that brought me and my family to Utah is
one for which I am particularly grateful. I've
spent more of my life in the shadow and glow

of the Wasatch than anywhere else and it was

love at first sight. ‘

When I was growing up in Portland, Oregon
I could see Mt. Hood from my bedroom window
and eventually I climbed it on a Boy Scout
outing. A gradually increasing obsession
followed as I learned a bit about climbing and
scrambled up the volcanic peaks of the Pacific
Northwest, the Tetons (I think I climbed them
all), and did a sort of ramshackle ascent of the
Matterhorn using a German guidebook with a
German dictionary (not advised). Graduate
school and early career interrupted all this.

In 1959 my wife and I, along with our two-
year old son, moved to Utah from the cornfields
of Illinois where we had felt intense mountain-
withdrawal symptoms. I remember walking in
Albion Basin shortly after we arrived in the
autumn, with my son in a baby pack on my
back. As we walked among the wildflowers
beneath the cliffs of Devil's Castle, I remember
happily chanting to my son, "This is the way
it's supposed to be! This is the way it's
supposed to be!" And it was! Then. This was
the beginning of a life spent tramping, skiing,
climbing, observing and reveling in the
Wasatch. I have slept, sunned, frozen, been
drenched and exhausted, and also lost and
stymied in the Wasatch. I've cursed the
underbrush and breakable crust as well as
marveled at the fresh powder and the hidden
waterfalls. When we first moved here, a
friend, a native Utahn, who was introducing us
to the Wasatch said, "It's a wonderful range.
You can go out for a pleasant walk and
suddenly find yourself, to your delight, in

The Wasatch Mountains
need the attention
of everyone who loves them

serious difficulties." You can also find yourself
discovering some perfect ridge or meadow or
garden that you had never seen before.

For those who love mountains, that love is
as mysterious as the love of music. Where does
our response and need come from? I really
don't know. I do know that the mountains are
a great place to exult in youth and intense
physical activity, to be silly with friends, to be
alone, to have life-changing conversations, to
mourn and heal, to be happy. They offer a
feast for the senses and the mind. They
nourish us at all stages of our lives.

As one ages, one encounters what must be a
common human experience in which the body
seems to be host to an "essential you" who
remains perpetually a somewhat perplexed 25
year old, notwithstanding-abundant evidence
to the contrary. This is vivid to me in my 75"
year. It brings the past nearer and engenders
a sense of nostalgic regret.

So far as the mountains are concerned, I
have a sense of on-going loss of the beauties of
the Wasatch. I find that I still regret the
widening of the Big Cottonwood Canyons road,
the loss to development and industrial skiing
of Peruvian Gulch and Gad Valley, the
urbanization of parts of the Cottonwood
Canyons. Most of all, I lament the blasting
and devastation of the area in Albion Basin
where I carried my little boy all those years
ago. For what? These losses can never be
restored and, as the pace of development
quickens in the new commercial millennium,
nostalgia turns into dread. There is so much to
lose and the loss is irreversible.

I'm thankful for family, friends, colleagues
and I am also thankful for the life-enhancing
Wasatch. The thrill of seeing them, being in
them or simply knowing they are there has
never diminished. Long may they endure in
the fullness of their wildness and beauty. They
need the attention of everyone who loves them.
--- Gale Dick :
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"It is not essential

that every person

be able to go everywhere.
Sometimes it is just nice

to know that a place is there."

Karla Kelner

KARLA KELNER-
Save Our Ganyons'
First Volunteer

By Gayle Parry

When love is in the air and you want to impress a
girl on the first date, what do you suggest doing?
Why, hiking the sixteen-mile mile round trip to
the top of Mount Timpanogos and back, of course,
even though the girl has never hiked. Alexis Kel-
ner, his friend, and a new girl friend, Karla
Steiner, started the Timp hike at 5:30 in the
morning and returned about midnight. Karla
says her two companions were patient, encour-
aging and went very slowly. It must have worked
out because Karla and Alexis Kelner are in their
forty-second year of marriage. This first hike was
to be a glimpse of the woman Karla would turn
out to be. She meets life's challenges like she
climbed that mountain.

Karla Kelner's persona reflects a strong confi-
dence. She is a quiet, intelligent woman with op-
timistic determination. Karla was born in Jerome,
Idaho and raised in Garfield, Utah. She met her
husband when they were both working at Saltair,
Karla selling tickets and Alexis operating rides.
She graduated from the University of Utah in
1958, and in 1959 married Alexis Kelner. In
1963, Karla gave birth to their pride and joy, Eric.
Soon after graduating from college, Karla had
gotten a teaching job at Webster Elementary
School in Magna. This was a familiar town, as
Karla had graduated from junior high and high
school in Magna. '

Magna's young children were to benefit from
Karla's teaching for the next thirty-seven years.
She taught at Webster School for four years and
then moved to Lake Ridge Elementary where she
taught for the next thirty-three years. She has ----

kindergarten as well as second grade, but most of
her teaching was done in first grade.

Paul McCarty, who was principal at Lake
Ridge School when Karla retired six years ago,
says, "Karla set the standard by which I measure
other teachers. She is loving, kind and brilliant.
She has the most remarkable insight into chil-
dren and adults that I have ever seen. Karla is
incredibly perceptive. I decided that part of it
came from being able to read body language. She
could read children who were unable to express
themselves, cutting right to the heart of the
problem. She instilled self-esteem and made her
students strong emotionally and intellectually.
As a teacher, Karla made sure that her students
mastered everything. As first grade is the most
important of all grades, Karla's students have
probably succeeded more than others as they left
first grade so secure. If there is a perfect teacher,
it is Karla. She was also a good friend to every-
one and a peacemaker, settling teacher squabbles
without ever raising her voice." _

Literally hundreds of Magna's six year olds
were expertly taught to read by Karla Kelner.
Having Karla as a teacher had another advantage
as well. To the delight of her students, Karla is
very fond of cats and so set up her classroom to
become, as Alexis says, "a halfway house for hurt
and lost cats." These animals stayed in Karla's
classroom and were taken care of by her students
until a home could be found for them or until they
could be transported to the animal shelter. An-
other cat named "Snooo" (for Snowshoe, due to its
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big, white paws) has been a resident at the Kelner
house for close to seventeen years.

Karla and Alexis love the outdoors and. hiked
and camped at every opportunity. Unfortu-
nately, at the age of forty-four, Karla was hit by
an especially severe case of rheumatoid arthritis.
Almost overnight, she was thrown into almost
unbearable, crippling pain. This has been the
challenge of Karla's life. Not willing to give in to
this assault on her life, Karla accommodated this
intrusion by putting away her hiking boots, ex-
changing with other teachers the physical activi-
ties and duties at school with those that could be
done at her desk, and going on with life while
continuing to enjoy camping trips with her hus-
band. .

There is no evidence of self-pity in Karla Kel-
ner. After experiencing crippling arthritis, life-
threatening reactions to arthritis medications,
and a broken hip, situations that would have
brought most people to their knees, Karla is up-
beat and sees only a bright future. "Depression is
something you either have or don't have", she
says, "I have never felt depressed for more than a

few minutes because I have always felt that I will
get better."

Few people have known what Karla has done
for Save Our Canyons for the last twenty-nine
years and that she was probably our first volun-
teer. She speaks of silk-screening the first Save
Our Canyons bumper stickers and cutting each
one individually with a paper cutter in her dining
room in 1973. She worked on several congres-
sional campaigns, writing copy for campaign ad-
vertisements. She has given feedback, suggested
topics and edited hundreds of newsletters,
combed through Freedom of Information Act
documents at the Forest Service, recorded and
tabulated 1500 heli-ski postcards, helped with
mailings, done developing of pictures for the
newsletters not to mention supplying food at Save
Our Canyons gatherings. She does all this qui-
etly and competently with few people knowing
about it.

Our thanks to this remarkable woman are long
overdue.Q

Come One! Come All!

Saturday, August 18, 2001

" The Second Annual Save Our Canyons

GEOLOGY HIKE

BILL PARRY, Prof.of Geology at the University of Utah, will lead the hike entitled:
GEOLOGICAL ARCHITECTURE OF THE WASATCH MOUNTAINS II:
Mines and Minerals, Faults and Water.

The geological focus will be on:
¢ faults & water & glaciers ¢ mines ¢ minerals

This walking field trip will be about 3 miles one way with a 2000 foot elevation gain.
(from the Brighton Highway to the Cardiff Mine in Mill D, So. Fk.( of Big Cottonwood Canyon.)

We will car pool at the park-and-ride lot at the mouth of Big Cottonwood Canyon at 9:00 AM
Aug 18, 2001, The hike will begin at the parking lot on Brighton Highway (Ut 152/190) at the
mouth of Mill D South Fork (Cardiff). Bring lunch, water, and rain gear as appropriate.

Sign up by calling the SOC office at 363-SAVE or Gayle Parry at 277-4124 or gwparry@aros.net.
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“And the Envelope Please. . ... ”?

Ellie Ienatsch Receives the 2001 Pfeifferhorn
Conservation Award

ELLIE Ienatsch is a the Wasatch Range. Her and the furthering of
remarkable person and an passion, knowledge and ability knowledge on the impact of
inspiration. Although she to share them through her =~  helicopters on these birds. This
probably doesn't think of writing have educated and is in no small part due to
herself that way, she is also inspired people in Utah and Ellie’s generous contributions.
something of a revolutionary.  across the nation. She reminds Her work elevates the level of
Her 19 year commitment to us that natural wonders exist  discussions about the use and
protecting one species in the all around us and that misuse of the Wasatch Range
Wasatch, the Golden Eagle, protecting them is a from a squabble among

has resulted-in the responsibility we all share. competing tastes in recreation
implementation of USFS Ellie works with the Forest to a concern for the integrity of
measures which have had a Service, US Fish and Wildlife, the wild resource itself.
trickle-down effect of | and HawkWatch in helping to

protecting hundreds of species  protect the eagles of the : :
and the integrity of the wild Wasatch Mountains. During The Pfeifferhorn Conservation

iy Award is given on behalf of Sierra
places where these and other  the last permitting process the Club, Nature Conservancy, The

eagles nest. Ellie's years of USFS determined that the ski  {j¢a1 Nordic Alliance (TUNA)
dedication and the progress she helicopter operation would be  Wasatch Mountain Ctub, Great
has made have been an required to put $7,000 every Salt Lake Audubon, and Save Our

invaluable gift she has given to year toward eagle monitoring ~ Canyons.0

B 0TANY H I KE Saturday, July 7, 2001

Bill Gray, with his encyclopedic knowledge of Wasatch flowers and
wildflower photography expertise, will lead a Wasatch wildflower
hike.

How many wildflowers in our local Wasatch Front? More than 1200 species
have been identified in Salt Lake and Davis Counties alone, because of the
~ enormous range of habitats. The hike from Brighton to Lake Mary doesn't

. have big meadows, but there can be plenty of interest. The trail is usually
good, fairly gentle, with room to accommodate a crowd.

How many species are we likely to see? Probably 50-100, depending on how
the season is going. Still, it's the experience of getting to appreciate them
better, rather than the numbers, which is most important. Like hiking, and
not counting the miles.

Meet at the park and ride lot at the mouth of Big Cottonwood at 10 am to car
pool. Bring water, lunch, a rain jacket, camera.

Please sign up for this event by calling 363-SAVE or emailing
lisa@saveourcanyons.org.
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Solitude has filled all their private property with condominiums. Now they want
Forest Service lands --your lands, public lands -- for more projects!

What The Heck Is Going On At Solitude?

The long awaited and unusually terrifying Soli-
tude Mountain Resort Draft Environmental Im-
pact Statement (DEIS) is out and awaiting your
comments. Thanks to a request from SOC the
Forest Service extended the deadline for these
from June 18 to July 5, which is rapidly ap-
proaching. The whole document can be found at
http://www.fs.fed.us/wenf/. You will find a lot of
startling proposals in it. A team of volunteers
headed by Tom Stephens of the SOC board is
composing SOC's comments. Individual com-
ments, however, are crucial in this whole process.
Solitude is seeking Forest Service permission
to build an alpine slide, expand the Last Chance
Mining Camp building by 25,000 sq. ft. (1), de-
velop a lighted outdoor skating rink, build 4 new
chair lifts and replace 3 existing lifts with high-

speed detachable quads, establish a number of °

new ski trails, install night lighting on selected
nordic downhill trails, "modify” Lake Solitude -
much of this development to be on federal lands.
{Always be very. afraid when you read about pro-
posed "modification".) And this is just a partial
list, but it is enough to give you an idea of the
ambitious magnitude of the plans.

This means intense effort for further commer-
cialization of federal lands in Big Cottonwood
Canyon and is of immediate concern to residents
of the Wasatch front and of Big Cottonwood Can-
yon itself. It is a classic episode in the perpetual
debate on the suitable use of public land and the
fate of the beleaguered Wasatch Range in an era

6 Save Our Canyons - Belated Spring, 2001

of rapid population growth and incentive for
commercial development in our canyons.

A noteworthy characteristic of this development
plan is the unique manner it proposes to shift
skier services from private to public land. For ex-
ample, resort operations would be moved and
consolidated at a building to be constructed on
public land. The former resort operations build-
ing on private land would be torn down and the
land used for condominium construction. A
similar shift would accommodate additional food
service on public land. The parking lots are to be
sited on public land. - : ‘

These are just a few examples among many
items needing the closest public scrutiny. :

The SOC team studying this DEIS is recom-
mending the Forest Service's Alternative 4 as the
one having the least negative impact on Big Cot-
tonwood Canyon and the one that does not overly
facilitate ski resort expansion at a time when the
ski market has experienced more than twenty
years of stagnation.

Learn more about the plan and send your
comments to:

DAN JIRON, District Ranger
Salt Lake Ranger District
6944 South 3000 East

Salt Lake City, UT 84121

Solitude comment cards recommending Alterna-
tive 4 can be picked up at Patagonia.0




A Sand and Gravel Fight

On March 21, 2001, an appeal lodged by Save Our

Canyons was heard by the Salt Lake County

Board of Adjustment regarding the County Plan-
ning Commission's decision taken by the Council
on February 13, 2001, to allow Harper Contract-
ing Inc. to expand its gravel quarry (Pit 16) in
Parley's Canyon by 17 acres.

Save Our Canyons argued that the permit was
originally issued in violation of the County's own
Foothill and Canyons Overlay (FCOZ) and For-
estry and Recreation (FR) zoning ordinances.
FCOZ, which 1is intended to preserve the natural
character of the mountains, does not specify
whether rock quarries are permitted under “min-
eral extraction.” Quarries are one of the most
permanent land disturbing activities in the valley
and if allowed under FCOZ could develop into an
issue of concern elsewhere in the mountains. No-
tice that it is impossible to drive into the Salt
Lake valley without passing at least one active
rock quarry that is chewing the foothills away.

In its response to SOC’s appeal, the Board of
Adjustment ruled that the quarry, located in a
Forestry and Recreation (FR) Zone, is allowed
under “mineral extraction,” but remanded the is-

sue to the Planning Commission, ordering that
parties to the permit follow proper procedures de-
scribed in the FCOZ ordinance (Title 19 Zoning
Ordinance, Chapter 19.72) by addressing and
granting waivers to FCOZ violations.

On May 8, 2001 the Planning Commission ap-
proved the waivers affecting the quarry but failed
to address the “development of ridgelines” that is
also prohibited. Save Our Canyons again ap-
pealed to the Board of Adjustments on May 17%,
to ensure that FCOZ procedures are followed. The
Board of Adjustments’ response can be found on
our website after it is heard.

Abiding by FCOZ is extremely important to the
future of the Wasatch because it provides guide-
lines for aesthetic, health, and environmental
protection for all developments on private lands
in the mountains east of Salt Lake. Save Our
Canyons worked hard to get FCOZ in place and
the resulting public benefit will not be had if it is
ignored. (Go to www.saveourcanyons.org to read
the text of the appeals submitted by Save Our
Canyons. The FCOZ guidelines can be obtained
from the County.)Q

national office of the Green

LISA SMITH,
SOC's new part-
time |
Membership
Coordinator

Lisa Smith is a native Utahn
who spent her childhood in the
Wasatch Mountains. She
received a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Environmental
Studies and Government from
St. Lawrence University in the
Adirondack Hills of up state
New York. During that time
she spent a semester studying
in London and working for the

Party.

Following graduation, Lisa
moved to Vermont to work as
the Assistant Director of the
Mad River Glen Adventure
camp for kids. She spent time
helping children develop their
own understanding and respect
for the natural world around
them.

Nine months ago, she
recently stated, "my longing for
the Rockies brought me back
home with a desire to work on
local grassroots issues dear to
my heart."” Lisa is "eager to
work and grow with Save Our
Canyons" and she "looks
forward to the journey ahead."
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Trail Day photos at left
by Alexis Kelner

TRAIL DAY

The First Annual Sav
only did we have fun
with REI we mobilize
riorated trail system
thanks to Kathryn D
businesses who donate

CITY CREEK CLEAN

Save Our Canyons al
Creek Canyon (C4) t
streams and trails of
to study, protect, pre
City Creek Canyon.
turbed watershed loc
shed provides 30% of
groups include: Grea
ties, Save Our Canyo
life Conservancy.

]

THANKS GO{TO:
Sage's Calé - 4’
The Red Butte
Marie Callend
Dan's Foods - ¢




City Creek Cleanup
photos at right
by Gavin Noyes

istie While You Work

anual Save Our Canyon's Trail Day was a huge success. Not
have fun with the Forest Service outside of court, but along
+ mobilized more than 100 volunteers to reconfigure the dete-
1] system on the north side of Red Butte Canyon. Many
athryn Duhamel for organizing the event and thanks to the
“ho donated the food for lunch.

£ CLEANUP

anyons along with other members of the Citizens for City
on (C4) helped haul more than 15 bags of trash out of the
trails of City Creek. The C4 group was established last Fall
otect, preserve and sustain the biological systems found in
anyon. City Creek Canyon is a unique and relatively undis-
rshed located east of the Utah State Capitol and its water-
8 30% of the culinary water for Salt Lake City. Participating
de: Great Salt Lake Audubon, Salt Lake City Public Utili-
ar Canyons, Tree Utah, Trout Unlimited, and Western Wild-
Ancy.

I

if
3 GO|TO:
s Caté -473 E. 300 S.
ted Butte Café - 1412 S. Foothill Dr.
2 Callender’s Restaurants & Bakeries - 1313 S. Foothill Dr.
-Foods - 3981 S. Wasatch Blvd.
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What appear to be craters from some errant carpet
bombing are in reality holes dug for seedlings. Many
thousands were planted in 2000. A large percentage
appear to have survived the winter.

Ruth Monahan, Ogden District Ranger (1), Jock
Glidden of the Ogden chapter of the Sierra Club,
and SOC’s Ron Younger go over maps of
proposed Forest Service trails

SNOW BASIN UPDATE

By Ron Younger

The new 43,000 sq. foot flagship day lodge with a
timber/glass exterior is only one of many projects
being constructed- at the Snowbasin Ski Area.
Completion of additional facilities and
landscaping at the new base area will be a key
milestone in the site preparations for the 2002
Winter Olympic events. Most of the required
structures and related facilities have been put in
place over the past two construction seasons.

The lower parking lot in the past was mostly
used for overflow from the upper parking lot and
ski area operations. But now it has been
transformed into the focal point for the new
destination winter sports resort renamed
“Snowbasin--a Sun Valley Resort.” (Ogden
Standard-Examiner, Feb. 22, 2001). The current
Snowbasin red and white tree logo apparently
will convert into the yellow sun-face logo of Sun
Valley Resort.

The complete remake of the ski slopes, in
addition to the base facilities, has included the
upgrade of the electrical service, a sewer system,
a Winter Olympic parking area, and a new
connector road to the Trappers Loop Highway.
On the mountain slopes improvements include a
high-pressure high-tech snowmaking system with
over 500 snow guns, three new water wells, high
speed lifts and gondolas, ski runs and structures
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for the Olympic venues, and telecommunication
facilities. Construction of ski area facilities on
public lands has been under the approval and
monitoring of a Forest Service team of specialists.

A controversial congressionally directed land
exchange between the Forest Service and the
Snowbasin owner was completed last year. This
land exchange resulted in Sun Valley
Corporation, a subsidiary of Sinclair Oil,
acquiring 1,377 acres in one tract in the Snow
Basin area. In exchange the Forest Service
received 11,757 acres in 21 parcels in 4 counties.

The Snow Basin Connector Road was justified,
authorized, and built under the premise of a
requirement for a second, short and safer access
to the Olympic winter venues. The connector
road alignment was selected and designed to
avoid and/or mitigate problems with the known
landslide areas and environmental issues. In
consideration of the many problems associated
with the new road, numerous routes and
remedies were studied and considered by the
“Partnering Team” over an extended period.

After two summers of construction by
contractor W.W. Clyde the 3.5-mile connector
road was open to public traffic last fall. This
spring, April 25th, a small section of the road
surface had cracked open. This displacement at




first was about 5 inches and over several weeks
the diagonal crack across the surface widened and
subsided about 18 inches in places. The new road
has been closed to public use while geotechnical
engineers study the shifting roadbed and the slide
area.

This 200-foot section of dislodged road surface
is on the western edge of the known Bear Wallow
slide area near the upper parking lot. Parts of
this area have reportedly been moving downhill
for decades. Mitigation measures taken during
construction to stabilize the roadbase through the
major slide areas appears to be functioning as
designed. George Machan of Landslide
Technology in Portland, Oregon told the
Standard-Examiner that he is convinced that the
connector road is the best that could be built
given the circumstances. Machan's firm

Salt Lake County

specializes in advising agencies on landslide
problems and is assisting UDOT with possible
solutions to the current roadbase movement.

Current traffic to Snow Basin is using the
longer winding State Road 226 from the Ogden
Canyon - Huntsville road. UDOT engineers are
confident repairs to the connector road surface
will be completed this summer. While the current
road problems may slow down the timetable for
completion of some Olympic related projects,
there should be no concern about access during
the Winter Olympics.Q

Ron Younger serves on the Save Our Canyons Board of
Trustees and is actively engaged in the Snowbasin
Oversight Committee.

If At First You Don't Succeed,
Make It Worse And Try Again

On June 8", 2001 the Salt Lake County Planning
Commission denied Gary Heintz a conditional use

permit to build a five building 20 room de facto

hotel, near the Brighton Loop road. This proposal
is a reincarnation of an old project that was de-
nied and opposed by SOC in 1996. The commis-
sioners were looking hard for reasons to continue
this issue to a later date, but sided with SOC and
two dozen canyon residents opposing it. The pro-
Ject violates FCOZ, the Wasatch Canyons Master
Plan, doesn't have enough water rights, impairs
wetlands and violates highway setbacks.

Mr. Heinz has appealed to the County’s
Board of Adjustments for reconsideration.

Many thanks to Mary Ellen Pugsley for her
hard work on this issue. This application is sure
to return in another form, but we can call it a win
for now.

Excerpt from SOC’s letter to the Salt Lake
Planning Commission in response to Gary Heinz
proposal:

The consequences (of approving this commer-
cial application) would be to extend the existing
boundary of the "resort" area beyond the loop road
(Commercial activities are limited to “resort” areas
in the Wasatch Canyons Master Plan.) If the road
is breached, it will be extremely difficult to deny

future property owners further down canyon to
link on to this project as being in "close proximity"
to the resort for the purposes of the Master Plan,
and the result would be inevitably turning the top
of Big Cottonwood Canyon between the Brighton
and Solitude ski resorts to look like the area be-
tween Snowbird and Alta. With the hundreds of
existing undeveloped private lots in Big Cotton-
wood Canyon, there will be increasing pressures
on development. We urge the County not to. make
additional commercial development possible, fur-
ther accelerating the trend and aggravating the
problems.

The only way to prevent the undesirable result
of the total commercialization of our local canyons
is to hold firm to what restraints we have. Any
loosening of those restrictions will only come back
to haunt the County later when other applicants
want similar conditional use permits or changes
in zoning. If you use the road as the defining line
for the existing ski resort, you will have a work-
able standard. If you extend it beyond the other
side of the road down canyon, there will be no way
of effectively dealing with the pressures to change
residential property into much more valuable
commercial property.Q
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Save Our Ganyons Wins Injunction
from 10 th Gircuit Court of Appeals

Save Our Canyons reviewed the decision handed
down on April 11, 2001 by Judge Dee Benson and
filed a notice of appeal and request for injunction
against the Forest Service and Snowbird Ski re-
sort in the 10th Circuit Court of Appeals.

On June 7, Save Our Canyons learned that the
injunction was granted preventing Snowbird from
breaking ground on Hidden Peak and from dis-
turbing formerly public parcels in Mineral Basin.
Snowbird is not prevented from constructing the
second Mineral Basin lift which is planned to
connect Snowbird with Alta resort at Sugarloaf
Pass. The appeal will be heard in Denver during
the week of September 10, 2001.

Many thanks to the many volunteers and con-
tributors who have been an essential part of this
tremendous effort. Go to:

WWW.Saveourcanyons.org
to see maps and memos on the lawsuit. The pr  i-
mary elements of the case follow:

Mineral Basin-A Slippery Slope. Seven or more USFS
tracts were secretly exchanged out of the public
domain in December, 1998 enabling Snowbird to
develop the first Mineral Basin lift. Save Our
Canyons' challenge asks for the land exchange to
be remanded because of the USFS's failure to in-
form a single member of the public of its action.
The USFS misled the public in the Snowbird
Master Development Plan by reporting that the
planned Mineral Basin developments "are en-
tirely on Snowbird's private property,"” which was
simply false at that time. Save Our Canyons dis-
covered on its own that the Forest Service had
traded away lands nine months after the fact and
after the first lift was built. The judge's April 11th
ruling ignored the Forest Service's mandate to
involve the public in decisions such as this one on
our national forests.

Hidden Peak-Delusions of Grandeur. The Forest Serv-
ice wrongly determined a resort-wide seating
shortage to establish a "skier demand" for restau-
rant space on Hidden Peak. This deficit was fab-
ricated by ignoring 11 of Snowbird's 15 restau-
rants. The 11 additional restaurants are all easily
accessible to skiers, and need only be opened for
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lunchtime use to meet the perceived deficit in
seating. Restaurant space in the approved 50,000
square foot Hidden Peak structure includes both
fine dining and cafeteria dining, and comprises
over half the building's size. "All alternatives for
the Hidden Peak structure crumble without the
fabricated need for restaurant seating. The Forest
Service simply cannot justify a large building at
11,000 feet on conference space alone," says Gavin
Noyes, Director of SOC. Snowbird is building its
16th restaurant this summer, adding an addi-
tional 250 seats to its secret stockpile of chairs
and tables.

Rename the Peak. The Forest Service inadequately
assessed the visual impacts from the Hidden
Peak structure which will be visible from 250,000
acres of public land on the Wasatch-Cache and
Uinta National Forests. See "Map of Visibility" at:

www .saveourcanyons.org/archive/business/resorts/snowbird/

The Hidden Peak structure sits 1 mile from a
proposed Wilderness Area and within two miles
and in plain sight of both the Lone Peak and Twin
Peaks Wilderness Areas.

This Monster Keeps Growing. Hidden Peak structure
site plans dated May 1, 1999 show all elements
approved by the USFS totaling 46,800 square
feet. New information indicates that the structure
will include unreported deck space, ski staging
(under the first floor), a reservoir, and the exist-
ing tram terminal bringing the building size to
larger than 75,000 square feet. Elements which
are included in the architectural drawing, but
were not disclosed publicly include a theater, a
fine dining restaurant, a bar and lounge, and
viewing decks. The use of space exclusively for
conferences was prohibited by the USFS, however
ample multi-purpose rooms will be available for
such activities. Therefore the structure can serve
as a conference center, but cannot be called one
according to USFS stipulations. The public is be-
ing excluded from having input on the design and
other yet to be determined aspects of the building.
(Copies of the most current site plans are

available on request.)0




Hot Off the Griddle

April’s FS Breakfast at Lamb’s Café sy cavin Noyes

Pete Karp, Forest Supervisor of the Uinta Na-
tional Forest (UNF) came to Salt Lake to talk
about the Forest Plan and a natural gas pipeline
getting approval on the UNF during the April
Lamb’s breakfast meeting. The UNF Draft Forest
Plan has been released and is open to a 90 day
comment period ending July 25'.

My Greek Omelette arrived quickly and was
surprisingly good despite the dryness of the hash-
browns sitting under it. The Forest Plan has
oddly identified two FS Preferred Alternatives,
which have substantial differences in Wilderness
recommendations, grazing allotments, and non-
motorized vs. motorized backcountry use. It will

be important to get your voice heard in this proc-
ess.

The Draft Plan can be viewed at:
http://www.fs.fed.us/r4/uinta/forest plan toc.htm
Comments should be sent to: abauer01@fs.fed.us

Hard Copies can be obtained from: Marlene
DePietro at (801) 342-5161

The Natural Gas Pipeline through the Nebo
area of the UNF has gone through the Draft EIS
stage and the comment period has ended. Mr
Karp also told us about a collaborative group
working on Strawberry Valley issues on the UNF.
He also discussed the Mt Nebo wilderness bound-
ary adjustment bill which is explained below.Q

The Good, the Bad, the Ugly -- and the Hilarious

G00D: According to resort personnel, Snowbird
owner Dick Bass is not trying to purchase Alta
Ski Resort as has been recently rumored. Bass
owns about 10% of Alta Ski Lifts and has no plans
to increase his ownership in the near future.

GOOD and BAD: Snowbird reports that the land they
own in Mary Ellen Gulch and on Miller Hill in the
drainage to the south of Mineral Basin in Ameri-
can Fork Canyon is not yet ripe for development.
In order to turn this into skiing terrain and/or
other developments a land exchange or permit
boundary extension would be required. Snowbird
does not know if the political climate within the
FS is right for this in the immediate future. It
should be noted that this is in Utah County’s wa-
tershed and it is not too early to become active on
this issue. Snowbird has already gotten a zoning
variance to allow for ski lift structures to be built
in this restrictive “Critical Environmental” (CE)
zone

BAD: Alta Ski Lifts have been operating a snow cat
up Grizzly Gulch. Rumors about their plans of
building a lift to the top have been denied by Alta,
but more research is still needed.

BAD: Representative Jim Hansen has introduced a
bill adjusting the boundaries of the Mt. Nebo Wil-
derness Area. The bill proposes taking 420 acres
out and putting 439 acres back into wilderness.
The transfer is intended to allow motorized access
to water developments within the Wilderness

Area which occasionally need repair. A gypsum
mine is also being removed that could -begin op-
eration as a result. This situation is not unique to
the Nebo Wilderness area and is resolvable
through the allowances of the 1984 wilderness
bill.

Ugly. The Canyons Resort ironically received the
“environmental” Golden Eagle award from the
National Ski Areas Assoc. for its “sensitivity” in
its 4,400 acre real estate/ski run expansions. Last
winter the Ski Area Citizens’ Coalition rated
Canyons the third worst in the west with an “F”
at 22% for their overall environmental perform-

ance. Go to: www.skiareacitizens.com

Ugly. An “Adventure Race” is planned to go from
City Creek Canyon to the Lakes region of the
High Uintas. Competitors will in-line skate from
the Salt Palace to the Capitol; trek up City Cr. to
Big Mt. Pass Area, Mt. bike to East Canyon Res-
ervoir..." TV Crews, helicopters, hundreds of par-
ticipants all spell an environmental nightmare in
our watershed. Comments to USFS are due July
1st to the Kamas Ranger District.

Hilarious. Mitt Romney has requested that all
critics stop critit/:izing the Olympics publicly. He
failed, however, to offer any Humanitarian Aid
inducements.Q
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After adopting a plan of attack the
Team” calls it a night.

Many Thanks for all your work!!

Left to right: Al Soucie, Gavin Noyes,
Tom Stephens, Dan Jiron, Ron
Younger, Gayle Parry, and Rob Cruz
meet to discuss issues on the Salt Lake
Ranger District.

Save Our Canyons’ “Solitude Response

Members of the Save Our Canyons Board of Trustees join mem-
bers Ellie Ienatsch and Joyce Maughan in study of Forest Plan
maps for both the Uinta and Wasatch forests.

The Save Our Canyons Board of Trustees, along
with key volunteers, have been busily addressing
important issues in the Wasatch. We need your
help too, there will come a day when we can all go
hiking without worry, but right now, it's time to
sit down in front of that computer and get your
voice heard.

Write a letter, make a banner, or read an En-
vironmental Impact Statement. If this doesn't
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sound like fun, then just add some friends, throw
a letter writing party; take breaks churning some
ice cream, pulling taffy, or mixing drinks in
blender.

However you do it, just make it fun and don't
forget to mail the letters. The party favors can be
found on our website (EIS's, letter writing guide-
lines, addresses, etc.) Feel free to call us for more
ideas. 363-SAVE
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Book Review:

by Daniel Glick

n the pre-dawn
hours of October
19, 1998, a comman-

do-style arson destroyed or damaged $12
million worth of chair lifts and mountaintop
buildings at Vail, Colorado, the largest ski
resort in the United States. When
investigators started working on the case and
asked around as to who might be suspects,
they found that practically everyone in Vail
had some sense of grievance against the
resort: threatened small business owners,
citizens of nearby towns that had squabbled
with Vail over water rights, disaffected
employees, locals who saw their quality of life
threatened by this mega-business high-end
ski development. In a flight of conspiracy
fantasy, it was even suggested that the resort
itself had set the fires to gain sympathy and
rebuild bigger and better with insurance
money.

Daniel Glick has written this up as a
mystery, gripping in its portrayal of how Vail
Resorts corporation took over a small town in
Colorado and transformed a traditional rural
culture into a disturbingly urbanized society
fraught with turmoil. The image Vail tries to

Powder Burn

present is that of a blissful mountain retreat.
The reality is grimmer. Anyone interested in
the future of ski resort management should
read this book.

There are lessons to be learned from this
can't-put-it-down thriller. Ski resort
development on public lands near
communities that depend on these resources,
in many ways unconnected with the ski
industry, is by its very nature a powder keg
ready to explode.

Opportunities for private businesses to
profit on public lands have always been an
essential part of America with its treasure
house of federal land. The conflicts defy any
easy resolution.

Glick's fascinating book chronicles how
complex and violent these conflicts can
become. They wouldn't, however, vanish if
environmental activists would just go away,
nor if the invisible hand of the market were
given free rein. They might possibly lessen if
the Forest Service could play the moderating
role that it often abandons in its partnership
with the ski industry.

Read this book and think it over. It has
something to say to us in Utah. -- Gale Dick

Visit the Save Our Canyons Website
today!

www.saveourcanyons.org
The Solitude and Forest Plan

response materials are on the
web today.
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SAVE OUR CANYONS NEEDS YOU TO BECOME A MEMBER

The Citizens” Committee to SAVE OUR CANYONS was founded in 1972 as a non-profit
organization dedicated to protecting the beauty and wildness of the Wasatch canyons, mountains and
foothills. SAVE OUR CANYONS is a 501(c)(3) organization; your donation is tax deductible.

o<

YES! 1 WANT TO JOIN SAVE OUR CANYONS

($15-student, $35-individual, $50 couple)

Name

Address

City Zip

Phone

email

Mail to: SAVE OUR CANYONS
P.O. Box 112017
Salt Lake City, UT 84147

Enclosed is my check for:

[ $15 [ $35 [] $50 [] Other

Or pay by credit card

[JVISA []Master Card

Card #

Exp Date Amount $
Signature

Phone: 363-SAVE == 363-7283

WWW.SAVEOUrcanyons.org
info@saveourcanyons.org

CITIZENS' COMMITTEE TO
SAVE OUR CANYONS

P.O. Box 112017

Salt Lake City, UT 84147
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