
Citizens Committee to Save Our Canyons

Save Our Canyons is a quarterly

publication of the Citizens Committee to

Save Our Canyons

CONTENTS

President's Message 2

DEADLINE LOOMS 3

Bill and Cathy King 4

Olympic Rings 5

Agencies Challenge Solitude's Plans 6

SOC Activities 8

Willow Heights Victory 10

Good Bad Ugly 11

FS and SOC Meet Amicably 12

KRCL and Joyce Maughan 14

Snowbird Hearing Delayed 15

ALMS KELNER Perennial Editor

www saveourcanyons org Autumn 2001

ortat plan

bradlint

llovrmbrr t

i



PRESIDENT S MESSAGE

September 11 2001

Xte a t tragedy changes everything and a

ional tragedy changes everything for

every citizen of that nation None of us will

ever be quite the same after experiencing the

pity and the terror of the events of September
11 2001 and we will all remember exactly
where we were and what we were doing at the

moment we heard the awful news
The horror of the cataclysm overwhelms us

for a long time and makes much of our daily
lives seem suddenly trivial and small What
was funny before the eleventh may not seem so
afterwards Irony has become suspect and

embarrassing
The upsurge of patriotism seems natural

and comforting a fearful huddling together of

a newly discovered national family Where will

this upsurge take us Further isolation from
the rest of the world Angry and ineffective

retaliation against more innocent people
We can use the shock and the resultant

moment of interruption in our preciously
ordinary daily lives to dedicate ourselves anew
to our nation This can be a noble act in a
noble cause

We all have different views about the
virtues and faults of our country Democracy
is and should be disputatious and scrappy
but except for the Civil War we have by-and
large been able to avoid killing one another to

resolve disputes This is an enviable

accomplishment in this often sad and

dangerous world It is one of our greatest
achievements as a nation

How have we done it We live in a civil

society governed by laws not churches or

juntas or dictators or terrorists A civil

democratic society can only work with the

active participation of its citizens

So get out there and vote participate in

your community council join with others in

community service organizations know and

help your neighbors and participate in those

public processes in which citizen input is

crucial I can give youa good example the

public comment process for the Wasatch-Cache
National Forest Draft Forest Management
Plan It is your civic obligation to make your
views known Don't'let indifference or

business keep you from doing this It will

make you a better American The previous
Save Oukanyons Newsletter and the opposite

page gives you the information on how to send

your comments You may not be actively

averting war but standing up for your beliefs

is an essential element of being American

Addressing conflict is actually the path to a
more harmonio us community

Thus endeth the civics lesson Gale Dick

SAVE OUR CANYONS THANKS
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The Forest Service seems to be making
final decisions on their own projects

rather than having a neutral party decide
the appeals process

VOLUNTEER PROFILE

Bill and Cathv King

Struggle to Protect

Mountain Plants

By Gayle Parry

Hymenoxis grandiflora is not exactly a house
hold word in most homes In the King home
however it is a big part of the reason that Bill

and Cathy King are active in Save Our Canyons
The destruction of rare and beautiful alpine

flowers as a result of development has always
been of special concern for environmentalists

however when Snowbird and the Forest Service

made the statement that it was fine to build on

peaks and ridgelines because there was nothing

growing there Cathy and Bill went into orbit

Their favorites and some of the most rare and
unusual alpine plants only grow on ridgelines
and peaks

Hymenoxis grandiflora nicknamed the old

man of the mountains along with many other

beautiful alpine plants grows on Hidden Peak

and on the connecting ridgelines in Little Cot
tonwood Canyon

The shortsighted attitude of Snowbird and

the Forest Service propelled Bill and Cathy into

the arms of Save Our Canyons While writing a

letter of their own to protest the Hidden Peak

building Bill and Cathy decided to pool their

ideas with SOC's As a result of Forest Service

approval of the Hidden Peak building Bill

Cathy and many others worked long and hard

to protect this peak
Eventually this involved not only a lawsuit

but also an appeal all of which took an amazing

amount of time and effort Now the Kings are

spending many hours in an effort to identify and

protect the plants in the Wasatch Cache Na
tional Forest by commenting on the new Forest

Plan
Bill and Cathy obviously have a deep inter

est and love for the plants that grow in our

western mountains Amazingly the Wasatch
Cache has never had a full time botanist on

staff but has used ecologists and range conser

vationists instead Now the Kings and their

friends have helped push the Forest Service to

hire its first botanist ever on the Wasatch-Cache

National Forest
I

The love of plants that this couple share led

them to rock gardening which resulted in their

helping to start the Wasatch Rock Garden Soci

ety in 1993 Starting with thirteen members
the WRGS can now boast of ninety-three alpine

plant enthusiasts in the society and the mem
bership continues to grow

They are also active members of the Utah

Native Plant Society Having such a strong
commitment to studying native plants has led to

additional bonuses in the lives of the Kings
They have made friends with like-minded plant

people in other countries and can look forward

to several visits a year from people from outside

the United States Many of these visitors are

Save Our Canyons Autumn 2001
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Forest Management Solitude style The area

pictured used to be a magnificent alpine forest
Solitude developers Used up their own land

for condominiums Now they seek toput parking
lots and other facilities on public forest lands

Solitude's Plans

What Governmental Agencies Are Saying
On July 5 2001 a 25-person Save Our Canyons Environmental Impact Statement
Analysis Team headed by trustee Tom Stephens submitted a very detailed and
critical response to the Forest Service's Draft Environmental Impact Statement on
the Solitude Master Development Plan

Save Our Canyons is by no means a voice crying in the wilderness Both the Salt
Lake City Department of Public Utilities Water Department and the federal Envi
ronmental Protection Agency EPA have weighed in on the Solitude proposals A
few juicy excerpts follow

From Salt Lake City's Dept of

Public Utilities Water Dept
We are very concerned that the pro

posed plan introduces a new level of im
pacts on Salt Lake City's watershed in

Big Cottonwood Canyon and its environs
The proposed action is designed to use

public lands to support not only the ski

ing but also year around recreation for

canyon visitors and residents of the Soli

tude development The proposed plan in

troduces actives such as Alpine slides

and in-line skating With a growing
population along the Wasatch Front
such carnival-type activitie's that can be

conducted adequately in the urban envi
ronment should be kept out of the alpine
watersheds it seems inappropriate to

allow non-alpine activities to be built

that are solely designed to import more

people to the canyons The development
should be limited to those activities that

are truly dependent on an Alpine setting

6 Save Our Canyons Autumn 2001
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The Draft Environmental Impact
Statement DEIS fails to address the

real impacts on water quality and the

watershed
The proposed plan seeks to use 339

acres of public land to replace parking
that Solitude essentially removed from
their privately owned property so those

lands could be used for residential and
commercial developments We don't feel

it's appropriate to relocate the parking on
public lands This is in effect using public

lands to support private development
We are opposed to the Sol-Bright lift

and trail This is the beginning of the ski

inter-connect system The 1989 Salt

Lake County Wasatch Canyons Master
Plan clearly states that any inter-connect

must be part of the larger mountain

transportation system

Comments from the Environmental
Protection Agency EPA

EPA is extremely troubled by the

trend in the use of ski area expansions as

a tool to attract market share from other

resorts in a flat skier market as docu
mented in this DEIS Providing ski

terrain on public lands was intended to

meet the demand for public skiing not to

create the demand Given the well

documented environmental impacts as
sociated with ski area expansions it

seems an unnecessary abuse of the pub
lic's environmental resources to allow ski

expansions for the sole purpose of at

tracting skiers from other resorts The
other resorts then feel pressure to ex

pand once again to attract their skiers

back Unde'rthis scenario even if the

skier market decreases over time we will

continue to see our public lands swal

lowed up by a never-ending string of ex
pansions with their requisite and irre

versible environmental impacts

EPA does tactfully remark that Solitude's

proposal is in most r'egards a refreshing break

with this trend But they then offer many de
tailed critical comments on the plan For exam
Ole

We note in the DEIS several proposals
to locate'new ancillary facilities including

parking housing an alpine slidd and a

skating rihk EPA dffers acaution against

placing ancillary facilities on'public lands
where those facilities could result in the loss

of natural or forest character in the area

My staff have coordinated with your of
fice on the issues EPA is rating the Draft

Solitude MDP as EC-2 Environmental Con
cerns Insufficient Information due largely
to the concerns regarding the impacts to or

analysis of water quality water quantity
aquatic and wetland habitat wildlife habi

tat alpine tundra and development of facili

ties potentially inappropriate for USFS
lands

Here we can see a bit of the nitty-gritty of

the Forest Service's lengthy Environmental Im
pact study process Let's hope the result will be

a decision that in fact reflects the extensive

study that is being and has been done to reach

good decisions that will not destroy our precious
mountain environments El

Great Gifts for Anyone
Save Our Canyons T-shirt 1500

Save Our Canyons Gift Membership and T-shirt 3500

Place Orders by Phone 363-SAVE 363-7283

T-shirt sizes S through XXL Colors white or natural

Shipping and gift card included with either gift

Save Our Canyons Autumn 2001 7
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Retired U of U Geology Prof Bill Parry

explains geologic aspects of mining enroute

to the Cardiff Mine

Geolow Hike
Photos by Alexis Kelner

SOC

SOCMIssionaries

Hit the Streets
Photos by Gavin Noyes

SOC volunteer Dan Schmidt

impresses baby Addison

and her mother Beth Marshall
with SOC's wilderness proposal

for the Tri-canyons area
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Wendy Fisher of Utah Open Lands Jeff Niermeyer
of SLCs Public Utilities Dept Lisa Romney Environ
mental Affairs SLC and Mayor Rocky Anderson
at Willow Heights pond

Photos by Gavin Noyes

New Heights

In canvon

Preservation
After more than a year of negotiations the Willow
Heights drainage in Big Cottonwood Canyon will

be forever preserved from developers who were
trying to get approval for 32 homes to be built on
154 acres reaching all the way up to the pristine
Willow Heights pond in an aspen grove

There were many people involved in pre
serving this important piece of land Salt Lake

City Public Utilities made this area a top priority

and stood firmly behind water protection in

promises not to allow its development
Utah Open Lands was instrumental in nego

tiating the deal over many months Salt Lake

Gale Dick Jeff Niermeyer and
Lisa Smith at the Willow Heights
trailhead marker in Big Cottonwood

Canyon

City and the Utah Quality Growth Commission
came up with the 2 million dollars to purchase
the property from United Park City Mines Utah
Open Lands will oversee the conservation ease
ment for this land ensuring that it never be de
veloped This is a tremendous advancement for

protection of the Wasatch from which everyone in

the valley will benefit Our water will remain
clean and the gorgeous aspen stands and wildlife

habitat will remain undeveloped and open to the

public 0

I
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Forest Service Meets Amicabiv

with Save Our CanV'o'ns
By Gale Dick

On October 3 2001 ten Save Our Canyons repre
sentatives met With six members of the Forest

Service Planning Tgm qlomg with Tom Tidwell
the new SupeivipoT pf the Wasatch-Cache Na
tional Forest We had a frank and useful 3-hour
discussion of 4 wide rangg gf Forest Planning is

sues based on a Pet of about 3Q questions posed to

the Forest Service Planning Team FS by Save

Our Canyons QQ The Forest Service has been

receptive to npmer9pp interest groups throughout
the public process

SQC's questions which were put together by
our Forest Plap task force and volunteer Ellie

Ienatsch are interesting in themselves They are

based on selected quote s for the FS Draft Envi
ronmental Imp4ct tatement itself and confront

the noble aims eNprqed in the DEIS with the of

ten disappointilig draft language of the proposed

plan which would put into place policies suppos
edly intended to achieve those aims SOC finds

the draft plan to be rife with proposed policies

that are overly flexible non-specific and lacking
in language that would help the FS resist inap
propriate reqqe 5ts for development and harmful
forest use

This general overall flavor to the draft plan is

really frightening since it seems to suggest to SOC
a dangerously weak approach to the Tri-Canyon
Crisiswhich is upon us right now Population in
creases on the Wasatch Front and in Salt Lake

Valley in particular are threatening our water
shed and the natural values of the Tri-canyon
area Vigorous measures must be taken in the

upcoming forest plan to prevent this

What follows are a few tidbits from this

lengthy and wide-ranging discussion FS com
ments are not exact quotesjust paraphrases from

my notes of the meeting
In its draft plan the FS has rejected the pro

posal that carrying capacity studies ought to be

a component of forest planning Carrying capacity

studies roughly speaking try to quantify answers
to questions such as how how many people ac
tivities and buildings can be allowed in our can

12 Save Our Canyons Autumn 2001

yons without sacrificing the resources of water
shed habitat and recreation thems elves SOC
asked why such studies are not recommended
The FS pointed out that limiting numbers of peo
ple is not necessarily the solution that such

studies are expensive and their value is considered

controversial From SOC's perspective it does not

seem controversial to gather information which
will allow the protection of a resource before it is

ruined

In the Forest Plan DEIS one finds the follow

ing language

A Wilderness is important as a sanctuary
for undisturbed ecosystems for maintenance of

species diversity protection of threatened and

endangered species as well as non-endangered
plants and animals protection of watersheds
and clean water protection of airsheds and
clean air scientific research and various social

values Wilderness is a benchmark for deter

mining our nation's environmental and spiritual
health

This quote prompted SOC to ask first

From the above quotation it is obvious
that the Forest Service realizes that Wilderness
is an outstanding designation for protection of

our National Forest lands The beauty of the

Tri-Canyon back country and the wildlife which
resides there need immediate protection What
are the reasons for no new Wilderness designa
tions at all the Tri-Canyon Area

And secondly
The Tri-Canyons include a watershed which

supplies jelean water for hundreds of thousands
of people Wilderness regulations includelimi
tations on user-groups and a ban 6ninotorized

recreation two important ways to reduce deg
radation by human use Why does the Forest
Service fail to propose that all roadless areas in

the watershed be designated as Wilderness

The FS first referred us to Appendix C of the

DEIS which is intended to address this issue by
analyzing each proposed Wilderness area or exten
sion in terms of its qualifications for Wilderness

designation its availability and the need for Wil
derness recommendation SOC has been studying
this appendix we suggest you do so too and finds

I
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JOYCE MA UGHAN
host of KRCL's
Save Our Canyons Report
is retiring after four years

of enthusiastic dedication

to Utah's

environmental causes

KRCL's

Save Our Canyon's Report

Ends For NowP

For the last four years Salt Lake's public radio

station KRCL has given Save Our Canyons the

opportunity to produce the Save Our Canyons
Report programs every other Thursday This
has be6n a great opportunity for us and more im
portantly a great service to the community
Thank you KRCL for making this possible

It has been an impressive series This has
been the case due to the dedication imaginative

programming intelligence and persistence of

Joyce Maughan Joyce a local attorney is an

awe-inspiring community activist and long-time

volunteer and former board member of Save Our
Canyons She planned produced and hosted the

Save Our Canyons Report for all of its four years
The breadth of the coverage she gave to Utah

environmental issues in her program is amazing
During her four years she interviewed more than
30 different groups and individuals with a truly
enormous range of environmental concerns and

projects
Here are just a few city town county and

state government spokespeople SLOC Utah Riv
ers Council Wild Utah Forest Campaign SUWA
Utah Environmental Congress Hawkwatch In
ternational Wild Utah Project Western Wildlife

Conservancy Glen Canyon Institute High Uintas
Preservation Council Friends of Great Salt Lake
Great Salt Lake Audubon Entrada Institute and

political party representatives among others in

cluding of course Save Our Canyons
She provided a microphone to air a wide vari

ety of issues such as land use management wild
life preservation watershed management the

Legacy Highway controversy nuclear waste stor

age incinerator risksand National Parks She
onc e had a group of Bennion Elemenfdry School
6 th

graders on her show
Joyce stimulated her guests With interesting

questions and always tried to stress the big com
munity picture and why environmen tal problems
are our problems not their problems

Thanks Joyce for a great gift to the commu
nity and for your generous service

Save Our Canyons is working together with
KRCL to develop another regular program focus

sing on local environmental challenges As al

ways KRCL is being encouraging and generous
We hope to be able to pick up again where Joyce
is leaving off She has set a standard to emu
late0

14 Save Our Canyons Autumn 2001
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SAVE OUR CANYONS NEEDS YOU TO BECOME A MEMBER

The Citizens Committee to SAVE OUR CANYONS wasfounded in 1972 as a non-profit

organization dedicated to protecting the beauty and wildness of the Wasatch canyons mountains and

foothills SAVE OUR CANYONS is a 501c3 organization your donation is tax deductible

Enclosed is my check for

YES I WANT-TO JOIN SAVE OUR CANYONS
15-student 35-individual 50 couple

Ej 15 1 35 1 50 r Other

Name Or pay by credit card

Address VISA R Master Card

city Zip Card

Phone Exp Date Amount

email Signature

Mail to SAVE OUR CANYONS Phone 363-SAVE 363-7283
PO Box 112017 www saveoureanyons org
Salt Lake City UT84147 info saveourcanyons org

CITIZENS'COMMITTEE TO
SAVE OUR CANYONS
PO Box 112017

Salt Lake City UT 84147
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