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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

WHAT WE ARE FOR
NOT WHAT
WE ARE AGAINST

Much of what Save Our Canyons does on a

day-to-day basis has to do with the process by
which the Forest Service decides

which commercial projects proposed for federal
lands will be approved This process is long
expensive and arduous for everyone involved

Forest Service the Ski Industry public interest

groups such as Save Our Canyons Our role

has always been to urge moderation
avoidance of irreversibly harmful decisions and
to emphasize that public lands are much more
important than a mere commodity

We are often misunderstood Our critics and
even our friends will say that we're against every
proposed project but that is simply not the

case Depending a little on how you count

separate proposed projects and on how you
count objections here is the tally sheet

Ski Proposed Projects
Resort Projects questioned

by SOC
Alta 15 5

Snowbird 22 4

Brighton 13 3

Total so 12

As Wes Odell points out elsewhere in this

newsletter our main activity is not obstruction
Our main activity is resource enhancement

things like watershed protection habitat

preservation maintenance of areas for

dispersed primitive recreation

We in Save Our Canyons are encouraged by
a moderate but noticeable trend in Forest Service

decisions Without your active and insistent

participation in the public comment processes
and our willingness to pursue the appeals

process the Records of Decision for the
Wasatch Powderbird Guide's Permit and for the
Snowbird Master Development Plan would have
been very different and even more alarming than

they are in their present form
Someone has said Never underestimate the

power of a few active citizens to bring about

change We are in fact numerous not few
and must never give up Slowly ever so slowly
we are changing the way our public lands are

managed Q Gale Dick

DUES TIME
Attention you will soon be getting a letter

asking you to pay your year 2000 dues to be a
member of Save Our Canyons If you contributed

to our recent fund-raising appeal you will be
listed as a member for 2000 but we hope you'll

consider contributing yet again Membership dues
will make it possible for us to serve you
more effectively than ever in the past So much to

do so little money to do it withGale Dick

Many Thanks To Our Donors
Without our members financial support we'd be
dead in the water and unable to carry on your
agenda of protecting the beauty and wildness of

the Wasatch canyons mountains and foothills

Thanks to xmission and Patagonia Inc for

their essential support Special thanks to

unusually generous contributors to our recent

fund-raising appeal David Anderson and
Melinda Mcllwaine Steve and Stacy Aldous John
Bossard Maria Cranor Naomi Franklin John and

Mary Griffiths Chauncy and Emily Hall Joel

Harris George and Trudy Healy Brooke Hopkins
John Johnson with American Express

matching jaimie Longe and Wendy Ziegler
Stephen and Joan Mower Dan Schroeder and
The Wasatch Mountain Club Hope we haven't

missed someone We love you all Every
contribution large or small is enormously
important

We would also like to extend a particular

expression of gratitude to Warren Keuffel for his

generous donation in memory of his father Jack

Keuffel who was an ardent lover of the

Wasatch Mountains Gale Dick

E-Mail Communications

Several times recently we would have liked to

contact our membership with critically important
information that we don't have time to mail We
have email addresses for about a fourth of our

members and use that list frequently
So that we can expand our effectiveness

would you let us know your email address If

you wonder if we have it or not our most

recent

e-mailing pertained to Deer Hunting in the Tri

Canyons If you received that by email then we
have it If not would you consider letting us
know it just email us at SOCxmissioncom

If you're receiving email and would like to be

taken off that list just email us with a very brief

message Thanks 0
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Forest Service Announces Record Of
Decision on Snowbird

Background As a condition of Forest Service special-use permits which allow ski resorts to operate on National

Forest System lands ski areas must prepare master development plans MDPs and submit them for acceptance by

the Forest Service

On May 16 1997 the Forest Service published a Notice 0 Intent to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement

for Snowbird's MDP There were 101 comment letters received as a result of public scoping On October 8 1998

the Draft Environmental Impact Statement DEIS was released The DEIS is a disclosure document rather than

a decision document and its purpose is to provide sufficient environmental analysis to support a Record of Decision

regarding the Proposed Action The Forest Service received 830 comment letters on the DEIS Gale Dick

On December 10 1999 Bernie Weingardt Forest

Supervisor for the Wasatch-Cache National Forest

signed the Record Of Decision ROD for the

Snowbird Ski Resort Master Development Plan

Weingardt stated that he believes the decision

will allow the forest to achieve objectives

important to the recreating public while effectively

addressing the environmental concerns He said

that he recognized that the decision will not satisfy

everyone particularly those with passionate views

either supporting or opposing recreational

development in Little Cottonwood Canyon and

the surrounding Central Wasatch area

The ROD authorizes Snowbird Ski Resort to do

the following

Construct a new facility on Hidden Peak not to

exceed 50000 square feet in size It will not

include dedicated conference meeting or

lounge facilities as originally proposed The

building will provide only ski patrol mountain

operations functions snowcat storage food

service restrooms sales of essential items and

interpretive space

Modify the Gad Valley parking lot from a five

level to a two-level lot with a roadway through
the upper level to construct a drainage system
and to re-grade and asphalt the parking lot

and entry I roadway and parking area

Construct a new day lodge accessible to all

that will provide food service restaurant

seating for 250 a covered transit staging area

ticketing rentals restrooms limited retail

space and ski-school functions at the base of

Gad Valley This building is limited to 12 500

square feet in two-levels with a large deck on
the south side

Upgrade Little Cloud Lift the existing fixed

grip double lift to a fixed-grip or detachable

quad lift This upgrade will utilize the same

base and top stations towers and lift line

Build a permanent race facility on the east side

of Big Emma The authorization includes a

one-story frame structure 10-by-14 feet and

a scoreboard at the base of the hill

Implement the Vegetation Management Plan

that was prepared for Snowbird in accordance

with the National Forest Ski Area Act of 1986

Construct a staging area for over-the-snow

vehicles in Gad Valley on the south side of the

parking lot road The staging area will consist

of an asphalt pad 100-feet square with lights

block heaters and an above-ground fuel tank

Lower the upper slope just above the Mid Gad
Restaurant by 10-to-15 feet and remove several

rock outcroppings down slope to create a more
level surface for grooming

Connect the existing barrier-free trail with the

existing access road to the top of Baby
Thunder Lift by building a 3-foot wide unpaved
trail across the Race Hill Big Emma and

Lower Bassackwards ski runs

Widen a constriction at the top of West 2nd

South ski run by removing a large knoll and

grading the material down Madam Annie's

Widen the existing road and ski access from the

Mid Gad Restaurant to the top of the Big
Emma ski run

Build a winter snowcat track across the top of

Upper Regulator following the route of the

historic snow road The traverse will be 8-to-10

feet wide and sloped out and will cross a 60
to-70 percent grade Place power sewer
water and communications lines along with

snow-making lines in this traverse in order to

limit overall impacts to the environment

Widen a narrow turn in the Blackjack Road
from about 20 feet to 40 feet with another 20

feet of cut slope above for approximately 300

feet

4



Construct a 25-mile hiking trail from the top of

Hidden Peak to Snowbird Center

Repair the existing road on the southeast side

of Hidden Peak

Add 75 acres of National Forest System land to

Snowbird's special-use permit These

additional acres will allow avalanche control on

terrain above the Mineral Basin ski

development on private land

Increase snowmaking capability by taking water

directly from the Wasatch Drain Tunnel rather

than from Little Cottonwood Creek Up to 40
million gallons of water annually available

through a contract with Salt Lake City will be

pumped directly from the drain tunnel to a

cooling tower then to the snowmaking pump
house in Gad Valley and then into the

snowmaking system

The following elements are NOT authorized in

the decision

The Gad 3 lift Gad 3 access road Gad 3 ski

run We do not feel that improved utilization

of this terrain warrants the likely impacts
to backcountry recreational use of White Pine

Canyon

Scottie's Bowl permit revision Given the

shared use of the Bowl and the potential for

increased use and avalanche control activities

in the bowl to trigger avalanches which could

hit the trail or trailhead we believe that it is no

longer appropriate to add Scottie's Bowl to the

ski area special-use permit

Mineral Basin access tunnel road construction

We feel that adequate access has been
achieved through Snowbird's construction of the

private-land portions of this project last

summer

Big Emma Creek crossing Snowbird has

developed an alternative way of building a

safe skier crossing without the environmental

impact of the culvert

So What's Next

A number of Save Our Canyons volunteers have

spent the last month studying the Forest Service's

Snowbird FEIS and accompanying Record Of

Decision Due to many inadequacies contained in

the FEIS Save Our Canyons is preparing an

Appeal to the Regional Forester in Ogden Q

Snowbird's Preserve The Mountain Environment

Philosophy In Practice

50000 SQ FT SUMMIT FACILITY
at least a 3 story structure

that will be visible from as far away as

parts of Nevada Wyoming and Idaho

Extensively
blasted-to-smithereens

rock outcroppings

UGLY ZIG-ZAG ROAD CUT
matches ugly zig-zag road cuts

in upper Little Cottonwood Canyon
side of the resort
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HELI-SKIING A Social Issue Or A Social Disease

Regional Forester Affirms Record of Decision

on Heli-skiing B Alexis Kelner SOC Trustee and Heli-issues Coordinator

In January Deputy Regional Forester Jack Troyer

rejected all pro and anti heli skiing appeals filed

in response to the October Record of Decision

renewing the Special Use Permit of Wasatch

Powderbird Guides WPG In a published

summary of the appeal response Troyer stated

that the basis of conflict is primarily social

The Record of Decision by Wasatch-Cache

Forest Supervisor Bernie Weingardt includes the

following terms and conditions

A date-specific operating season Dec 15

through April 15
Some no-fly buffer zones in areas known to

have golden eagle nest sites

Two helicopters are authorized at Snowbird

Only one helicopter however will be allowed to

operate in the Tri-Canyons area except for up
to five days per season with prior approval of

the Forest Service

Average annual skier-day caps for the Tri

Canyon and Northern Powder Circuit terrain

The Thousand Peaks Uinta Mountains area is

removed from the permit
A five-year average cap of 300 explosive

charges is permitted in the Tri-Canyons area
The Tri-Canyons area is closed to helicopter

skiing on Sundays and Mondays
A mitigation measure requiring the concession

to equip their copters with recording GPS
audio and video equipment to help establish

the helicopter's locations when they are

reported to be violating their permit
conditions

Save Our Canyons Board of Trustees felt that

the ROD did not go far enough in controlling

helicopter disruptions to other users and to

protected wildlife The Board felt that the Decision

was based on a flawed Environmental Impact
Statement and decided to file an Appeal of the

decision to the Regional Forester The Predator

Education Fund the Wild Utah Forests Campaign
and the Utah Environmental Congress joined SOC
in the appeal Allen Sanderson representing no

organization also filed an appeal as did Wasatch

Powder Bird Guides and a heli-ski support group
I attended WPG's oral presentation convened

at the Regional Forester's office in Ogden Appeals

Deciding Officer Jack Troyer described the

proceeding as an opportunity to look the

appellant in the eye and to be able to view

displays and to sense the emotions behind the

appeal

Greg Smith and heli-guide Rusty Dassig spoke
for about 2 12 hours attacking Save Our Canyons
for the first 50 minutes of their presentation The

gist of the remaining arguments were that only 315

ski mountaineers were affected by WPG's

operations that the helicopter drops people off

and flies off never to be seen or heard again and

that the ROD would drive WPG out of business

Near the end of the meeting Greg stated that all

bullshit aside this controversy is all about
untracked powder and who most deserves it
Smith chided the Forest Service for lack of

knowledge about this heli-skiing subject and the

agency's inability to to realize how unfair

unworkable and unnecessary the Record of

Decision is
We're trying to walk a line to be fair Jack

Troyer at one point countered Smith adding that

how effectively we find solutions will be the

ultimate test of the decision-making process 0

Ellie lenatsch SOC's Wildlife Issues Coordinator and

Alexis Kelner heli-issues Coordinator pause after

participatng in press conference detailing Save Our

Canyon's appeals of Forest Service's heli-ski permit

renezoal decision Photo by Gavin Noyes
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Snowbasin And Its Ongoing Olympic Scams
By Gale Dick

It was clear in 1996 that trouble was brewing for

federal public lands in northern Utah That was
the year when Representative Jim Hansen
succeeded in getting a bill through congress
directing the Secretary of Agriculture to transfer

title to 1370 acres of public Forest Service lands

adjacent to the Snowbasin Resort into private

ownership in exchange for lands of equivalent
value to be acquired by Snowbasin elsewhere for

this exchange It was claimed implausibly and

falsely that the land exchange was needed in order

that Snowbasin could host 2002 Olympic
competitive events at that resort

Here it is the year 2000 four years after the

passage of that measure and long past the

deadline set by congress and the land exchange
hasn't yet been finalized In the meantime a new
access highway has been built at public expense
to serve the resort Theappraisal of the lands for

exchange has never been completed And as an

especially nasty surprise we now learn that a

ridge line restaurant is being proposed at

Snowbasin using loopholes built into the infamous
land exchange legislation loopholes exempting
this and certain other construction projects from

the need to comply with the National Environment

Policy Act This is the process according to which
the Forest Service and the public approve or

disapprove development projects in public lands

Save Our Canyons has long been critical of this on
going and increasingly controversial land grab

Here are a few update items

Connecting Road In October the Ogden Standard

Examiner reported that the federally financed

15000 000 access road connecting Snowbasin to

Trappers Loop is threatened by an earth slide

caused by underground water in an area called the

Bear Wallow slide The slide could push the road
itself downhill Sierra Club representative Jock
Glidden commented on stopgap corrective

measures being built by UDOT He said that he
thinks UDOT is doing the best it can to build a

road where politicians not engineers said a road
had to go It is our view that this mess should be
added into the list of Olympic scams

Attempted Purchase of North Fork Park In
November efforts to purchase 1068 of Weber

County's North Fork Park lands as part of the

land swap deal between Snowbasin and the Forest

Service ground to a halt Weber County

commissioners said that they were not going to

take part in the deal Meanwhile the appraisal

proces s and the identity of lands to be offered in

exchange still remain for the most part shrouded
in mystery Olympic planning seems to be

proceeding without any particular difficulty in

spite of the supposed essential need for the land

swap
Ridgeline Restaurant Proposed The proposed
Strawberry Restaurant which would be located on
a ridge line visible from the east is a nasty surprise
that got finagled into the NEPA sufficient

projects during a sixty day period immediately
after the land exchange bill was signed Here is a

supposedly Olympic-event-related project being

pushed through to serve refreshments to people
who will not be part of nor spectators at the

Winter Games This structure would be visible on
the skyline from Huntsville and other points to the

east of Snowbasin Would this along with

Snowbird's highly controversial 50 000 square foot

Hidden Peak be another violation of the 1985

Wasatch-Cache Forest Management Plan ban on

ridgetop structures Stop these ridge line structure

projects now 0

Mt Ogden at the head of Snow Basin
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TDlRecollections on Mineral

I first saw the picture of a

Grass-Of-Parnassus bloom in

Craighead Craighead and

Davis's A Field Guide to Rocky
Mountain Wildflowers The

Parnassiafimbriata Koenig

or Grass-Of-Parnassus as it

is commonly called is a white

satiny flower about an inch

across Like many flowers in

the Saxifrage family it has

a dainty look to it with
wonderful fringed petals Five

long stamen that start from a

By Gayle Parry

Sketch by Ian Long

knobby green base are showcased between the

veined petals Shiny dark green kidney shaped
basal leaves send a slender stem with

one bractlike leaf in the middle to a height of

about four to twelve inches This was one of the

most beautiful and fascinating flowers I had

ever seen and so I began my quest to find it

H asin

My husband Bill and I hike in

the Wasatch nearly every
weekend in the dry months of the

year Every hiking day for three

years we looked for this plant I

was beginning to give up hope of

ever finding it in our mountains
until one day while walking by a

tiny stream my husband said I
think there is something here that

you should see
There it was Not just one

but several

The place We found it in

Mineral Basin I feel that this flower and I are

linked somehow just as we are linked with all

other living things but with a very special

relationship
I wonder is there any way my beautiful

flower could possibly have survived last

summer's ski area development Ll

Visit the Save Our Canyons Website

Today

Be sure to visit the Save Our Canyons website at

httpwww saveourcanyons-org

You will find colorful and informative pictures

information about Save Our Canyon's history philosophy

current issues and much more composed in an eye-catching and

efficient format

It's one of the best websites on the Net
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National and Local News Briefs

I

NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS

Forest Service Begins Making Rules
For Roadless Areas The US Forest Service

USFS has issued a notice of intent to prepare an
environmental impact statement EIS as the first

step toward implementing President Bill Clinton's
direction to further protect
remaining roadless areas within National Forest

System lands The EIS will analyze the effects of

eliminating road construction in the remaining
roadless areas of the National Forest System In

addition the EIS will analyze the effects
of establishing social and ecological values to guide
the management of roadless areas

The draft EIS and proposed rules are expected
to be available for public review and comment this

spring Environmental News Service

LOCAL NEWS BRIEFS

Roadless Areas Hearing in Salt Lake
CityThe Salt Lake City turn-out to a recent Fores

Service Intermountain Region public hearing
on President Clinton's roadless area protection
proposal was much more than expected with over
150 people in attendance Forty one individuals

representing senior citizens church officials folks

speaking on behalf of the disabled
i

college students and environmentalists voiced
support for the proposal All of the 6 opposing
testimonies focused on their vehement opposition
to road closings What the opponents did not seem
to understand is that this proposal is not about
closing roads but prohibiting the building of new
ones For those of you who came to voice your
support for roadless area protection Thank youVERY much We made an impressive showing
and delivered a strong message from Susan Ash
Wild Utah Forests Campaign

Firearms Hunting In The Canyons Takes A
Hit At the November meeting of the Wildlife
Board of the Department of Wildlife Resources
several organizations and individuals spoke in

favor of the DWR's and the Central Regional
Advisory Council's RAC's recommendations to

terminate muzzle loaded and shotgun-slug
hunting experiment initiated in 1999 for the Tri

Canyons area Ten years ago the Tri-Canyons
area was closed to all firearms hunting

Speaking at the meeting were Ellie lenatsch
on behalf of Save Our Canyons Mary
Ellen Pugsley on behalf of the Big Cottonwood
Canyon Association Susan Sweigert of the
Wasatch Mountain Club Avis Light a thirty-year
resident of Big Cottonwood Canyon and
Wes Odell a hunter opposed to firearms hunting in

the Tri-Canyons
Dr Max Morgan Board Chairperson said that

183 e-mail messages and written comments and
384 signatures on petitions had been received by
the DWR all opposing firearms hunting The
Wildlife Board voted not to renew firearms hunting
in the Tri-Canyons next year From Wes Odell

Yellow fork Update The last week of October
and early November was a very productive period
for the future of the Yellow Fork Canyon in the
southwest corner of Salt Lake County It started
out with a very positive article in the SL Tribune by
Joe Baird In the article Commissioner Overson
stated he'd like the County to keep Yellow Fork

Canyon if we can On Nov 2nd a letter was
presented to Commissioner Overson by Bill Coon
Phyllis Allen and John Files representing the
residents and users of Yellow Fork and Wes Odell
and Dave Carrier from Save Our Canyons The
meeting went very well with Commissioner
Overson reacting positively to all of our
suggestions Most of the discussion centered
around the expansion of the Yellow Fork Park as
called for in the SW Community Plan From Wes
Odell

A Bullet Dodged The Little Cottonwood
Canyon Avalanche Shed Project An official
in the local office of the Federal Highway
Adminstration recently told members of Save Our
Canyons that the Utah Dept Of Transportation
UDOT was not granted any discretionary funding
to do an environmental impact statement on
proposed avalanche sheds in Little Cottonwood
Canyon

The project is now stalled until the next funding
cycle We can anticipate UDOT to re-submit a

funding request during the summer of

200OCongratulations to Tom Stephens and
everyone else who worked on the issue El
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November Wasatch Front Forum A Great Success

Forest Sairw'008

Needs Mom Public Input
By Brian Shirts

During September of last year the Forest Service

commenced work on its new Management Plan for

the Wasatch-Cache National Forest The last

Management Plan was initiated in 1985 Forest

Plans are generally revised every 10-15 years On
Nov 9 Save Our Canyons held a Wasatch Front

Forum to discuss the proposed action for this plan
The Forum was opened by a slide show by

Steve Lewis illustrating the beauties of the

Wasatch-Cache National Forest and what human

involvement has done to harm or protect it A

panel discussion related to the new plan followed

The panelists were Melissa Blackwell Wasatch
Cache Forest Plan Revision Leader Dick Carter

Coordinator High Uinta Preservation Council Jeff

Niermeyer Deputy Director Salt Lake City Dept
of Public Utilities and Tom Stephens Member of

the Board of Trustees of Save Our Canyons
When asked what the greatest challenges to the

forest will be in the next fifteen years all four

panelists responded with similar answers The

greatest challenge will be sheer numbers of people

in the Wasatch Front By 2020 the population of

the Front is expected to grow to 27 million people
Combined with the population problem is the

problem that Wasatch Front residents are generally

apathetic to issues involving the Forest Melissa

Blackwell said that in October the Forest Service

only received 204 letters about the proposed Forest

Plan Most of those letters were from members of

special interest groups promoting their own agenda
Forest goals of the four panelists were similar in

many aspects they all agreed that watershed

health biodiversity and ecological considerations

were most important They also agreed that human

access is also important but disagreed on where
how much and in what form that access should be

There is no shared vision Melissa Blackwell said

We have some common ideas but the details are

all different We should expect a shared vision

John Niermeyer agreed stating that a shared vision

can be developed Good people just need the

opportunity to talk
When asked more specific questions about

skiing snowmobiling ATVs enforcing guidelines

and other issues Tom Stephens Dick Carter and

John Niermeyer agreed that we need to do a better

job stopping the ski industry from expanding and

keeping all current roadless areas roadless When
asked these specific questions Melissa Blackwell

restated what she had already said Let the Forest

Service know what should be done The forest plan

can do anything that the public wants it to do
The November Wasatch Front Forum provided

a great discussion between members of Save Our

Canyons the Forest Service watershed managers
wilderness advocates and the community This is

part of an ongoing effort of Save Our Canyons to

help the Forest Service write an improved
management plan

The Forest Service expects to publish a draft

environmental impact statement and receive more

public input in March 2000 Q

Come One Come All

SAVE OUR CANYONS

WINTER MEETING

Interesting and brief

Save Our Canyons Reports

and

Plans for the new Millennium

Socializing with Refreshments

Please join us and bring your friends

Thursday February 24
at 700 pm

at REI Recreational Equipment Inc
3285 East 3300 South

For information questions
and comments contact

JOYCE MAUGHAN
801 359-5900

MaughanLaw X-Mssion com
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GUEST OPINION

OPPOSED TO EVERYTHING
By Wes Odell

Editor's Note Wes Odell is a retired business executive a former Adjunct Professor of Management who

resides in Sandy He is a former official of Save Our Canyons He serves on the Environmental Advisory

Committee of the Salt Lake Olympics Organizing Committee He's and active outdoor photographer and

enjoys many other outdoor activities

Last Fall someone in management at

the US Forest Service with whom
Save Our Canyons has a lot of

contact made this comment to one of

SOC's Trustees I guess you SOCI
are going to be opposed

to everything that they the ski

resorts propose in the future

This statement reflects the

current thinking of some officials in

the Wasatch Cache National

Forest the Forest Service's regional

office Region 4 in Ogden and some

staff members of various local

Ranger Districts I think this

attitude is the result of continuous

lobbying by ski industry

representatives and some inside the

Forest Service to prejudice our

forest stewards toward

approving more commercial

developments on the National

Forest

I knew this had been happening
but I was unaware of the degree of

success in turning the forest

managers so strongly against

the conservation community This

is an unfortunate attitude which

must be changed if conservation

groups hope to be successful in the

future

Save Our Canyons Mission Save

Our Canyons is dedicated

to Protecting the Beauty and

Wildness of the Wasatch Canyons
Mountains and Foothills

We are not opposed to everything

just those projects that impinge on

our Mission We believe that

projects which are appropriate to

the Forest are those that can only

be done in the forest and which fit

into a forest environment We
oppose the rampant
commercialization that is proposed

and which the Forest Service

routinely approves Here are two

examples of projects we oppose

9 A local ski resort proposed an

Alpine Slide Picture the

amusement park atmosphere should

such a facility be placed in one of

the canyons Lots of noise souvenir

booths refreshment stands and

several parking lots There is

nothing intrinsic about a slide that

requires it to be in the forest An

Alpine Slide can be constructed

outside the forest and that's where

it should be Those projects that can

be outside the forest setting should

be constructed outside the forest

setting

What happened to the ski

resort's alpine slide proposal

According to Forest Service

documents obtained by SOC through
the Freedom of Information Act
the Forest Service's own Inter

Disciplinary Team analyzing the

ski resort's Master Development
Plan unanimously recommended

removal of the slide from further

consideration

The Forest Supervisor however

overruled the team and kept the

slide in the EIS for evaluation

This is a prime example of what we
are opposed to and will continue to

oppose

Save Our Canyons has also been

opposed to a convention-style

building housing a restaurant and

retail stores on top of a prominent

ridge line in Little Cottonwood

Canyon Both the Forest Plan as

well as the Salt Lake County's

zoning regulations prohibit

construction on ridgelines

Even though ridgeline

construction is taboo the Forest

Supervisor said he wanted to be
fair and to evaluate such a

facility in the environmental

impact process He recently

approved a football-field-size

facility on top of Hidden Peak and

pronounced that it would not set a

precedent

Carrying Capacity The Forest

Service Salt Lake county
watershed protection officials and

environmental groups have often

discussed capacity issues related

to our canyons We realize that

sooner or later if not already the

canyons ability to accept more

recreational uses will be reached

We believe that only those

projects that are appropriate to a

forest setting and which do not

threaten watershed values the

wildness and beauty of the area

should be permitted
Due to rapidly growing

populations along the Wasatch

Front we will soon be faced with

A large restaurant facility has also

been proposed for a ridgeline in the

Snowbasin Ski Area above Ogden

14



the prospect of no more

capacity in the canyons Then
what

What if we've filled the

canyons to capacity with alpine

slides tennis courts golf driving

ranges and other cockamarrue

projects
Some key officials in the Forest

Service admit that they do not

know how close to capacity
each of the canyons is In spite of

this lack of knowledge they
continue to approve non-forest

related commercial

developments On the other

hand the officials speak of

requiring permits for local

residents use of the Wasatch

back-country
Members of SOC have

encouraged the Forest Service to

create a moratorium on project

approvals until carrying

capacities have been

established

The Forest officials have

refused They have

admitted however that they
know how to calculate capacity
so it can be done if they choose to

do so SOC members have offered

to assist in gathering information

for capacity calculations but as

of now Forest Service officials

have shown little interest in

establishing any carrying

capacities

Population growth cannot be

stopped Forest setting

recreational activities will

continue to increase and serious

consideration must be given to

curb inappropriate and

unnecessary commercial

developments

Master Development Plans The

major projects that have been

proposed in the canyons in recent

years have been included in the

Master Development Plans

MDPs for each ski resort Under

National Environmental Policy

Act rules each of the

MDPs requires an Environmental

Impact Statement

EIS to be prepared SOC has

vigorously opposed only afew of

the proposed projects in the

MDPs remained silent on a lot of

them and supported many

Saving The Forest Service

Because of the decline in resource

extraction-based revenues the

Forest Service is desperate to

save itself The Forest Service's

planned recreation agendas
will transform natural ecosystems
into playgrounds for two-stroke

ATVs snowmobiles and tourists

driving RVs Recreational

opportunities on public lands will

be rented by the hour or sold

to resort developers ski area

operators or anyone else

prepared to pay top dollar for

pretty scenery This Forest

Service pattern will continue as

long as the public remains silent

What Can You Do The public

YOU must become involved in

the decision-making processes

Here's how 1 Become familiar

with local forest issues

Information published in Save

Our Canyons newsletters and

website

httpsaveourcanyons org
will get you started 2 Attend

and participate in the monthly
Wasatch Front Forum sponsored

by SOC 3 Get involved in a

specific issue If you don't have

time to do it support the

activities of others who have the

time 4 Write the Forest

Service and encourage them to

adhere to their own Mission

Statement Caring for the Land

and Serving People

Encourage them to understand

that the people they are

supposed to serve include you
and not just the people with

commercial interests

Also ask the Forest Service to

place your name on their mailing
list to notify you of all

new projects in the Forest and

local ranger district Do so by

sending a one sentence letter of

request to the following

of f icials

BERNIE WEINGARDT
Supervisor
Wasatch Cache National Forest

125 So State St Federal Building
Salt Lake City UT 84138

DANIEL JIRON District Ranger
Salt Lake Ranger District

6944 So 3000 East Street

Salt Lake City UT 84121
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SAVE OUR CANYONS NEEDS YOU TO BECOME A MEMBER

The Citizens Commit i ee to SAVE OUR CANYONS wasfounded in 1972 as a non-profit

organization dedicated to protecting the beauty and wildness of the Wasatch canyons mountains and

foothills SAVE OUR CANYONS is a 501 c3 organization your donation is tax deductible

Yes I want to join SAVE OUR CANYONS

Enclosed is my check made out to SAVE OUR CANYONS

F-1 Annual Membership 35
F-1 Student Membership 15
F-1 Voluntary Contribution

NAME
ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP
TELEPHONE

EMAIL ADDRESS
1

Office 165 South Main Lower Level

Salt Lake City UT 814111 Phone 539-5333

MAIL TO

SAVE OUR CANYONS
PO Box 58671

Salt Lake City UT
Zip 84158-0671

infosaveourcanyons org
httpwww saveourcanyons org

CITIZFJV'S COMMITTEE TO

SAVE OUR CAIWONS

PO BOX58671

SALT LAKE CITY UT 84158-0671
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