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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE

Forest Service's Snowbird Decision:

A Tangled Situation

Many were dlsmayed early last December when
Bernie Weigardt, the Supervisor of the Wasatch-
Cache National Forest, issued his decision on
Snowbird Ski.and Summer Resort's Master
Development ] Plan. The dismay was over the
decision's approval of a huge50,000 square foot
structure on the top of Hidden Peak. We were
also alarmed, that the decision.refused to -
recognize the inter-relatedness of the
development taking place in Mineral Basin
(primarily, but not exclusively, on Snowbird's
private land) with the proposed actions taking
place on Forest Service Land within Snowbird's
Special Use Permit area - a tangled situation at
best and not a happy omen for development on
our public lands.

Save Our Canyons, The Salt Lake Group of
the Sierra Club, the Wasatch Mountain Club, the
Wild Utah Forest Campaign, and two interested
individuals immediately started working on an

" administrative appeal of this decision. Using

the con51derable and varied aknowledge of-a
large group of experts, this appeal cited 47
flaws in the documents on which the decision
was based. These flaws had to do with crucial

. questions left unasked, analyses not undertaken,

impacts not studied, plans never submitted to
public scrutiny, required procedures ignored or
mismanaged, factual errors, and failures to
produce required justifications for projects
approved. Pursuit of such an administrative
appeal, while a necessary step, is a
disappointing process and one that tends to
produce cynicism. There is a sense in which the
process puts perpetrators in the judge's seat.

at Best

In any case, we sent in our 40 page appeal
with its 8 supporting appendices all together in
a big package in late January of this year. On
March 13 we received the Regional Forester's
office terse and dismissive response to our 47
challenges. The appeals officer, curiously
enough, found that there was not a scrap of
merit in any single point of our appeal. ‘Reading
this response was difficult and highly irritating.
Many a so-called response did not address the
objection to which is was supposedly
responding. There were many instances in
which the response from the Forest Service used
as its clinching argument the very language to
which we had objected in the first place. One
reader thought that the whole Forest Service
response document was probably put together
in one afternoon. How can the Forest Service get
away with such a contemptuous treatment of
concerned citizens? They can get away with it
because they have the power to do so.

The only recourse at this stage is to pursue a, __,

remedy in a federal court. Save Our Canyons
has decided to bring a lawsuit against the Forest
Service over what we see as the inadequacy of
the procedures leading to what we view as a
disastrous decision. This will be a lengthy and
expensive process and we will have to call on
our supporters to help us. We will take this
course because the future of development in the
Wasatch mountains is at stake. How would
you like to see restaurants and conference
centers sprinkled around on the Wasatch
peaks? How would you like to see the urban
sprawl of the Wasatch front extend into the
Wasatch canyons? Q---Gale Dick

isit ,
\t’he save Our Canyo

Today!




Save Our Canyons

wishes to express

our appreciation and thanks
to volunteer Bryan Larsen.

VOLUNTEER PORTRAIT

Bryan Larsen
Gives Mountains
an Added Aura of Mystery

By Gale Parry

Butterflies dancing over fields of lupine and mint are
one of the glories of summer hiking in the Wasatch.
Hundreds of species populate these mountains, from
the familiar black-and yellow Swallowtail to small,
drab, secretive specimens we rarely notice. It's possible
an unnamed subspecies may still lurk in some hidden
ravine, blissfully enjoying its daily nectar, carrying out
the urgent complexities of breeding, feeding, and dying.
This is fascinating to contemplate, and gives the
mountains an added aura of mystery.

Bryan Larsen -- Wasatch Sports Guide

Freelance writer, Bryan Larsen, permeates his
wildlife articles with his love of the natural world.
You can't find many outdoor activities that Bryan
doesn't enjoy, most of which' take place in the
Wasatch Mountains or the canyons of southern
Utah. Bryan discovered the magic of the
mountains after his marriage to his wife, Doris.
Now Doris and Bryan along with their two
children, eighteen year old Miranda and thirteen
year old Alex enjoy the outdoors together. Alex
especially loves experiencing camping, backpacking
and wildlife with his parents.

Bryan was born in Murray, Utah, grew up in
Sandy, and attended Jordan High. He then went
on to the University of Utah where he majored in
English. Wanting something different, Europe
beckoned with the lure of a different lifestyle and
philosophy of life. It was off to Lausanne,
Switzerland for six months of being a hotel porter,
and then to Montpellier in Southern France where
he attended the University of Paul Valery for a
year. The wonderful, familiar scenery of Utah
brought him home.

Bryan is a talented writer whose expertise
covers a broad spectrum of subjects. Besides his
nature articles, he does editing for computer
magazines such as the “Visual Basic Journal” and
has written with Kate Duffy, The Insiders Guide to

Salt Lake City, an informative and entertaining
treatise for visitors and homegrowns alike. It
covers pertinent information about Salt Lake City
as far ranging as the history of Salt Lake,
accommodations, restaurants, sports, education,
child care and much more. A Vistiors Guide to
Utahspeak is a section that will make even the most
sedate Utahn smile. A short preview includes,
"Utahns don't cuss much, but when they do,
they're likely to launch verbal hand grenades like
"fetch," "shoot,” "scrud” and "oh my heck.” The
Insiders Guide to Salt Lake City is updated yearly.

"Bryan’ is no’ stranger to volunteermg for'
environmental groups. He has belonged and given
his time to the Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance
for years. Save Our Canyons became the lucky
recipient of Bryan's volunteer efforts because he
feels that the Wasatch seems to be in immediate
crisis due to ski resort development. "The blighting
of the natural beauty of our mountains sickens
me", says Bryan. As a result, he has worked at
trailheads during the helicopter campaign, helped
at mailing parties, contributed to the Snowbird
Research Team, serves on the SOC Grants
Committee and works with Save Our Canyons on
the Wasatch-Cache Forest Plan Revision Team, and
is one of the leaders heading the Solitude Response
Team.

Bryan sees Save Our Canyons as a changed and
changing organization. "Save Our Canyons has
been getting more publicity as it has become more
aggressive and confrontational. It is not concerned
with making friends, but is concerned with saving
important resources . It is doing a great job!"

With volunteers such as Bryan Larsen, Save Our
Canyons will be empowered toward even greater
accomplishments toward preserving the wildness

and beauty of our mountains, canyons and
foothills A
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Nationjal, Regional, and Local News Briefs

NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS

National Ski Areas Association Proposes

"Environmental Charter". The National Ski
Areas Association (NSAA) is working on
developing an "environmental charter" that, when
implemented, would help ski areas do a better job
in protecting the environment on lands the ski areas
occupy. The NSAA represents 510-520 American
ski areas. The ‘action was initiated by ski area
customers' desire for the ski areas to do a better job
of protecting mountain environments. The charter is
intended to: 1)Challenge the industry 2) Be cost
effective, and 3)) Should not leave small ski areas
behind The NSAA board will vote on adopting the
charter in May 2000 in Orlando.

Gavin Noyes, representing Save Our Canyons,

attended a recent meeting of the NSAA

environmental charter steering committee.. He
observed that many major environmental impacts
were missing from the charter. Development of
resort-associated real estate was not mentioned.
Ski resort expansion was not addressed. Lack of
skier growth yet continual ski resort growth was
also not discussed.

One problem with~thé charter is its-voluntary-- -+

nature. NSAA is volunteering (with the help of
USFS and EPA grant money) to initiate
improvements for ski resort management. Ski
resorts will voluntarily adopt the principles and
environmental groups will voluntarily offer
suggestions to the charter which can be voluntarily
ignored.

"The biggest problem with the charter,” Gavin
point out, "is that it does not address areas of
greatest concern to Save Our Canyons. If ski
industry reform is what we seek, then this charter
falls far short.”

Are there any good features in the proposed
charter? "Yes," states Gavin. " There are many good
ideas in the charter which make sense
environmentally and, more importantly,
economically. These range from water and energy
conservation to engaging stakeholders in future
development plans. The charter is a good way for
resorts to share information about sensible ways of
doing things that are good for the environment.”

Colorado Enviro Group Proposes a "Real

Environmental Charter” for Ski Areas.
Colorado Wild urges environmental groups that are
concerned with ski area issues to write a "real

environmental charter” and attach the good parts
of the NSAA charter to it. Development of a "real
charter would help the NSAA make theirs
meaningful and responsive to the public's concerns.

EPA Commences Study of Ski Industries'

Environmental Practices. As the National Ski
Areas Association kicked off its own effort at
crafting an environmental -charter , the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has led :an
introspective study of the industry's environmental
practices aimed at spurring voluntary
improvements.

Julie Frieder, a program manager with the
agency's Office of Policy, Economics and
Innovation, stated that the EPA's approach is to
“look at the whole industry.” The EPA has modeled
its mountain resorts program after similar efforts
under way in heavy industry.

REGIONAL‘ NEWS BRIEFS

A National Programmatic EIS on Ski Area

Expansions is Proposed. Colorado Wild is
-hoping to force the Forest Service to cumulatively
address the slew of ski area expansion proposals
going on. If the group succeeds in getting the Forest
Service to undertake this programmatic EIS, the
results may show that any one single ski area
expansion comes at the expense of other ski areas,
whether locally or nationally. This is an especially
critical issue in the west, where most ski resorts
utilize publicly owned national forest lands.

(Ed’s note: in past years Save Our Canyons has
called on the Forest Service to develop a
programmatic EIS on ski resorts in the Tri-Canyons
area. The current Wasatch-Cache National Forest
leadership has chosen to look at Tri-Canyon resort
developments piece-meal.)

LOCAL NEWS BRIEFS

The bridge situation at Solitude’'s parking

lot. The Salt Lake Ranger District is moving
forward with plans to replace the bridge in the
Moonbeam parking lot. The only motivation for
this, proponents claim, is public safety. The
existing bridge was almost lost during spring runoff
last year. The Forest Service is proposing the
replacement under a now-familiar bureaucratic
process known as a Categorical Exclusion (CE).




Solitude has to agree to pay for the construction
of the final design, but right now the USFS is
considering many different options which will have
different impacts on the scenery. There are also
habitat and wetlands issues which could use some
oversight, but at the moment it appears the agency
is being sensitive to these. The Forest Service has
promised to send copies of application for the
bridge, a written notification of the
appropriateness of a CE , and plans to Save Our
Canyons when they become available.

thi-'graders speak 6ut against' Snowbird
lodge. A group. of sixth-graders from Bennion
Elementary School recently urged Salt Lake County
commissioners - to oppose a zoning change that

would allow Snowbird Ski and Summer Resort to
build its 50,000-square-foot building. Snowbird'’s
proposed mega-building atop Hidden Peak will
turn Little Cottonwood Canyon into a suburb, said
Camey Yeh and her sixth-grade classmates

Legal Victory over Cottonwood Canyon

Water. The Utah Supreme Court upheld Salt Lake
City's earlier trial court victory in the Silver Fork
Pipeline case. This is the case where a company
argued that Salt Lake City didn't own the water the
company wanted in Big Cottonwood Canyon. The
practical effect of a loss would have been
devastating; it would have meant the loss of
watershed control in the canyons. U

wif@saveourcanyons.org

. THE SAVE OUR CANYONS WASATCH FRONT FORUM

MORMONISM AND ENVIRONMENTALISM:
~ UNDERSTANDING BELIEF AND PRACTIGE

Please join us for Panel Discussion and Networking
Tuesday Evening, April 25, 2000 - 7:00 p.m.

- -In‘the University of Utah: ‘Student ‘Union-Building Ballroom

Free to the Public (but donations to cover expenses will be accepted)

_ Please arrive early to have time to submit youf questions for the panel members
~ in writing. Seating is limited to about 500 individuals.

Hear these esteemed panelists' views about relationships
between Mormonism and environmental/conservation values:

ELDER VAUGHN J. FEATHERSTONE
. L. D. S. General Authority,

Member of the First Quorum of the Seventy
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints

TED WILSON
Director of the Hinckley Institute of Politics and
Vice-Chair of the Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance

GEORGE HANDLEY
Assistant Professor of Humanities, BYU

RICH INGEBRETSEN
President of Glen Canyon Institute

" To comment or to participate in future forums or to have your name placed on a mailing list,
please write to:

SAVE OUR CANYONS P.O. Box 58671, Salt Lake City, Utah 84158-0671,
or contact Joyce Maughan (801) 359-5900.




Tom Berggren, (right )presents the Pfeifferhorn
Conservation Leadership Award to Leroy Hooten,
Director of Salt Lake City’s

Department of Public Utilities.

Leroy Hooten Receives
the Year 2000
Pfeifferhorn
Conservation
Leadership Award

Not everyone knows that Salt Lake City has
extraterritorial jurisdiction to protect the quality of
its drinking water supply, which includes 185
square miles of watershed located in the Wasatch
Canyons. Under City Ordinances, the Director of
Public Utilities has responsibility for enforcing
ordinances and policies to protect the watersheds
and the drifiking watef supply for 400,000 people.
Because of the clear overlap between the protection
of the watershed and development in our canyons,
individuals, organizations, and agencies concerned
about over-development in the Wasatch Mountains
have found in LeRoy Hooten a de facto ally, one
who has had a lot of power, but, more importantly,
one who knows how to use that power effectively
for the long-term interests of the public.

During the past 20 years enormous pressure has
been exerted on the Wasatch Canyon watersheds.
Concurrently, more stringent drinking water
standards have been initiated. The challenge for
our local governments has been to maintain high
quality water in the streams, yet allow multiple use
of the canyon resources. In exercising his fiduciary
responsibilities, the Director of Public Utilities has
taken hundreds of important actions to protect the
watersheds and the City's water supply, everything
from dog enforcement ordinances, to extensive
litigation over water rights, to opposing enormous
development proposals. Taken over the years,
Leroy Hooten's efforts have had an enormous and
positive impact on the watersheds.

The following are some of the major actions the
Salt Lake City Public Utilities Department, under
his direction, has taken to protect the watershed
and drinking water supply:

N

.

¢ In 1982, the Public Utilities Advisory Committee
recommended a moratorium on new water sales
agreements in the local Canyons until master planning
could be completed. The moratorium lasted 10 years.

@ One of the major achievements of the Salt Lake City
Watershed Plan was initiation of the "Water Rights
and Watershed Purchase Fund", created with the
proceeds of a $0.50 surcharge on ‘all'water-bills.: Over
1,000 acres of watershed property have been purchased.
& In 1991, the Salt Lake City Canyon Water Sales
Ordinance was passed by the City Council. This
ordinance established the policy and rules for new
water sales within the watershed.

& Currently, the Public Utilities Dept. is actively
supporting Congressman Cook's proposed Watershed
Protection Act that would add 13,000 acres of Forest
Service watershed lands to the Lone Peak, Mt.
Olympus and Twin Peaks Wilderness areas.

In the last twenty years, there have been
numerous development proposals, that if they had
been implemented, would have totally changed the
character of the Wasatch Mountains and adversely
affected water quality. LeRoy Hooten strongly
opposed them because of their potential for
degradation of the watersheds. The following are
some of the large-scale plans that Mr. Hooten and
his department have publicly opposed and actively
discouraged:

Wasatch Super Tunnel. In the 80's, a 20-mile long
vehicular tunnel was proposed to be constructed from
Draper to Snowbird and Alta in Little Cottonwood
Canyon and Brighton in Big Cottonwood. The City
strongly opposed the project based on the fact that the




tunnel would intercept water owned by Salt Lake City
and on the impact the tunnel would have on the canyon
watersheds.

Utah Summit Ski Resort. In 1987, a large-scale
(1800 acre) ski resort project was proposed for Parleys
Canyon complete with a main lodge, ski lifts,
restaurants, condominiums, convenience stores and a
medical center. The City opposed the project based on
watershed protection issues. The City also refused to
sell or lease any watershed property to the developers.

Ski Interconnect. In 1989, The Mountain
Association of Governments sponsored an inter-resort
transportation study connecting Park City to the
Wasatch Canyon resorts. The study considered a cable-
tram network and 30-foot diameter tunnels connecting
the Wasatch Front with Snowbird, Solitude, Brighton,'
Park City, and Heber. Another tunnel would connect
Brighton to Heber. The City opposed the concept,
relying on its "Watershed Master Plan" and the
County's "Wasatch Canyon Master Plan" as a basis for
non-support.

Winter Olympics. After Salt Lake City was
awarded the 2002 Olympic games, the Salt Lake
Olympic Committee (SLOC) wanted to move the Cross
Country and Biathlon venues from the Mt. Dell Golf
Course up-canyon to above Little Dell Reservoir because
of better snow conditions. Salt Lake City refused to
allow activities that would have violated its
watershed ordinances and policies. Ultimately, SLOC
found another site.

LeRoy Hooten is an exemplary public official: fair,
intelligent, hard-working, incorruptible, effective
and, most importantly, focused on the future.
Generations of Utahns will never know his name,
but they will be the beneficiaries of his effective
leadership in protecting our precious watersheds in
the Wasatch Mountains. '

Editor's Note: The foregoing text is an excerpt of Tom
Berggren's Award presentation remarks at the Save
Our Canyons Wasatch Front Forum. O

The Pfeifferhorn-Conservation Leadership
Award was initiated in 1995 by six major Utah
qau( s | »environmental-and outdoor recreation groups,
the Utah Chapter of the Sierra Club, Wasatch
Mountain Club, The Nature Conservancy, The
Utah Nordic Alliance, Citizens' Committee to
Save Our Canyons and Great Salt Lake
Audubon. Each year the award honors an
individual whom these organizations believe
should be recognized for serving the public
interest by helping to preserve and protect some
aspect of the natural environment of the State
of Utah.

The sponsors of the award believe that
recognition of dedicated individuals will help
raise the consciousness of citizens and
governmental officials about the need for
effective action.

The award was named after the
Pfeifferhorn, one of the highest and most scenic
peaks in the Wasatch, not only because the
peak exemplifies the beauty to be protected,
but because it also symbolizes the broad vision
needed to accomplish that protection.

Past recipients of the Pfeifferhorn Award
have included citizen activists and elected
public officials.

The Pfeifferhorn Conservation Leadership Award

1995: JIM BRADLEY----During his tenure as a
Salt Lake County Commissioner he made | .
protecting - and enhancing- Salt Lake County's:® |.~-
environment a major priority.

1996: GEORGE HANSEN--- A resident of
Midway and a founder of the Snake Creek
Preservation Society, George Hansen was the
driving force in the preservation of Snake
Creek Canyon in its natural state. His tireless
efforts , as well as the efforts of many others
working with him, resulted in the deeding of a
large portion of Snake Creek Canyon to the
Utah Division of Parks and Recreation.

1997. DIANNA LEHMANN SMITH---
Dianna Lehmann Smith spent eight years of
her life resolutely and selflessly working to
restore and preserve Decker Lake. She
brought together State, County, and City
interests and orchestrated 2000 hours of
volunteer help to accomplish this task.

1998. No Award presented.

1999. LERQY HOOTEN---Director, Salt Lake
City Dept. of Public Utilities.




SOC ANNOUNCEMENTS

CHARLIE BROWN'S VALENTINE
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You Too Can Be A Developer

Developing

Students from Bennion
Elementary School

pose for camera

after attending a

County Commission
meeting discussing
Snowbird’s

proposed summit facility.

A Canyon Preservation

Consciousness

By Alexis Kelnegts —~—

YOUR action to help save our Wasatch Front
Canyons may be as simple as placing a SAVE OUR
CANYONS bumper sticker on your car. Or it may
be as complex as wading through a Forest Service
Environmental Impact Statement as you search out
logical inconstancies and pro-special interest
biases. Whatever one's level of commitment, it's
obvious from the number of bumper stickers on
cars, the number of volunteers working on
Environmental Impact Statements, and other pro-
canyon activities that a large population of area
residents want the canyons preserved.

This winter, a group of 6th graders from Bennion
Elementary School attended a public hearing to
voice their opposition to the construction of a
50,000 square ft facility atop Hidden Peak.
Holding up anti-Hidden Pk facility signs, a group
of loosely organized activists stood along Wasatch
Blvd to raise canyon preservation consciousness
among skiers traveling to Alta and Snowbird. Last
autumn, 1700 individuals who were commencing or
terminating outings into the canyons wrote
postcards to the Forest Service in opposition to
continued helicopter skiing. That's more public
comments on an issue than the local Forest Service
has received---ever.

During a blizzard atop Hidden Peak David
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Carrier set up a card table and gathered signatures
of skiers in opposition to construction of the
proposed summit facility. His sign said "Do you
want a gigantic restaurant here? Most of the folks
he talked to didn't know about the Hidden Peak
structure. "Except for a few people that were upset
that I was there," Dave later stated, "no one I
talked to thought a 50 thousand foot structure was
a good idea."

With arrival of spring, and soon summer, what
can an individual do to help raise canyon-saving
consciousness? -

For nearly 20 years now, Gale Dick, the
president of the Citizens' Committee to Save Our
Canyons, has suggested that each lover of the
Wasatch canyons selects. a certain favorite area
and over the years watches it carefully and does
everything possible to help protect it from
comumercial intrusions and abuse.

Wildlife protection activist Ellie Ienatsch
suggests that each of us visits, on foot, quietly, and
with respect, the back-country in our national
forest. She writes: '

"Be one with the land and with the life the land

supports. The land will quiet your mind and calm

your heart for there is a vital healing power in
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this connection with the natural world. Then go
home and begin to speak quietly for preservation
for that land. Since the Forest Service is working
on a new Forest Plan for the area first speak to to
the Forest Service against any form of motorized
recreaton in these canyons, then to your family,
friends, and neighbors.

Before long you will surely run into The Big
Hearted Argument: 'Hey, come on! There's room
enough up there for everyone! We should all be
able to share it." You can be ready for that one. Just
turn to your big-hearted friend and say 'NO, there
is not room for motorized recreation on these lands.
When man brings his machines onto a land it
becomes his land. He dominates and controls it.
Whatever wild life was there will leave, or it
will hide. When it hides, it does not eat. It does
not drink. It does not sleep. If man's machines are
there long enough, wildlife will be gone. The loss
is irrevocable."

At the Annual Meeting of Save Our Canyons a
number of consciousness-raising suggestions were
offered:

"Visualize a 50,000 square foot restaurant and
convention center on the summit of Hidden Peak
and decide whether it will enhance or detract from
the natural surroundings,” one participant wrote.

"Take a trip to the Solitude Ski Resort and look at
the condominium construction,” another suggested.
"Then decide whether or not you think the Wasatch
is under siege from people and development.”
Someone suggested that the local forest officials
are ignoring the Mission Statement of their agency::
"Caring for the Land and Serving People.” "Think

about whether they're serving the commercial

interests or the real people.” he wrote. "Ask
yourself if supporting mountain real estate
commercial development is really caring for the
land....Think about writing Forest Service Chief
Mike Dombeck [at: mdombeck/wo@fs.fed.us] to
alert him to what's happening in Utah."

Demonstrators near mouth of Little Cottonwood Canyon .
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During the 1970's and '80's many area residents
became conscious of the beauty of the Lone Peak,
Twin Peaks, and Mt. Olympus areas. They became
active in the political processes and eventually
prevailed over existing Forest Service attitudes and
policies. The result? Permanent Wilderness Act
protection for those areas.

Today, there are more activists along the
Wasatch Front than in the 1970's and '80's. Several
environmental organizations have raised the level
of conservation consciousnessin the area. As
before, Forest Service attitudes and policies must
change. They Will Change! Q o
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177 Iclutchied my scope’dnd pack, and raced down toward a copse of fir.

The Offering---An Elegy
By Ellie Ienatsch

A baby golden eagle has one chance to fly.

The nest is high above the slope of columbine and penstemon.

I watched him latnch, huge wings spread out in trust of what he'd seen his parents do.
I watched him fall,

I heard the awful cry of parent birds, the rush of wings,

And felt my soul thrown hard against the rock on which I sat.

For six days I went back and watched and hoped for healing.

The mother eagle walked upon the ground like a wild turkey,

Walked back and forth through the paintbrush and sage..

I could not see the baby hiding hurt beneath the bush,

But I could hear them talking. -
The father carried food up high into the nest as if denying what he knew.
The mother brought it downward to the earth. -

The seventh morning, a pewter sky carried wind that whlspered

winter's coming soon to mountain places.
Except for that, there was no change in anything I saw. R
The mother eagle sat among the flowers, or circled on a thermal to a ledge o
where she could see, where she could call,
Where she could hear the small, sad echo of her call.

At noon the morning gray turned black.

I stood up as I heard the locomotive roaring toward the canyon, toward the
rock pile where I watched.

I knew no locomotive entered on that sacred land---and yet that's what I heard.

I'iooked up once to see the mother eaglé rise up off her ledge, stop in midair,
" ‘and hurl a cry down at the earth. ‘
And then she stooped---wings folded tight against her sides--and left that awful place.

A wall of hail, loud and black and solid, raged into the canyon.
I felt it pound my skull as I lay face down on the bed of needles beneath the trees.
A storm of frozen stone hurled through thick branches as if the branches were not there.

When quiet came, I looked out at a world of ice, thick white upon the ground.
I walked home hurting with a pain that reached beyond the sting of hail.

For seven days I waited.

Then I went back and sat down on my sunwarmed pile of rocks.

All day I listened to the silence and watched the pure, clean line of shadow move across the cliff,
the empty nest, the slope of columbine and sage, of penstemon and paintbrush.

At end of afternoon, I packed my bag and started out.

I crossed the stream and climbed up toward the slope beneath the liff, beneath the nest.

It was so steep T had to grab low brush to help my feet.

The massive outstretched wings lay easy on their bed of flowers.
The soft sweet pillow gently held the awesome eagle power.

The baby was returning gracefully to earth.

He lay at rest, huge talons toward the sky.

Nearby, in perfect parallel, lay a pair of white-furred rabbit legs.

(Poet’s Note: I took no license in writing this poem. It happened in the summer of 1992 in Big
Cottonwood Canyon near Salt Lake City. It is true in every detail, including the offering.

I have been asked why I did not take steps to save the baby eagle, to bring it to the city for
treatment and rehabilitation. The answer is that I could not. The mother eagle was my friend. T
would not take from her the closure which we all require.)
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FOREST SERVICE: Actions Speak Louder Than Words

Soaring On The Brmk

By Gavin Noyes

For Ellie Ienatsch, the golden eagles of the Wasatch

are a love and an obsession. For the Wasatch-

Powderbird Guides helicopter ski guides, they can
be a barrier to skiing terrain.”

On April 5th, the USFS took an action indicating
that these same eagles are the objects of
experimentation. It is not as if individuals within

the USFS do not care about the eagles of the :

Wasatch or that they are unwilling to protect them.
But actions speak louder than words and the
Forest Service's April 5th actions took the skies
from the eagles and gave them to the helicopters

during the most sensitive time of an eagle’s life, its .

incubation period.

Ellie reports that this pair of eagles has not
successfully nested and produced an offspring in
seven years. It was on April 5th that the USFS
confirmed (in the company of Ellie and myself) that
these eagles are in fact, nesting. Each person
present couldn’t help being moved by this special
and rare event of a pair of eagles taking turns
warming and protecting their eggs from harm.

The next step for the USFS biologist should have

been to report this event to his supervisors, alerting

them to take extra care during this critical brooding
period.

But on the afternoon of this verification outing,

USFS officials faxed a letter to the hehcopter

concessionaire informing thein that the golden eagle
pair had selected a nestmg site and therefore,
according to the helicopter permit, all of the
adjacent sites to this nest which the helicopters
have avoided all season are open for skiing for the
final 10 days of the 2000 permit season. No delays,
no surveys of the other nest sites, and no thought to
the impacts this could have on this-pair’s foraging

"habits or the balance of  routines between

helicopters and eagles that might have been in
place.
From the point of view of someone who is

- familiar with the ski helicopter and aware of the

meager restrictions left in place (1/2 mile no-fly
zone around this single nest), I am very concerned
about the risks the USFS is taking with this unborn
eaglet. One hates to take these dreary thoughts
farther, but if the Forest Service chooses to risk the
life of a golden eagle, what decisions will be made
regardingall the other w1ld11fe in the Wasatch-
Cache National Forest? °

Note: Out of concern for the protection of this sensitive

':and secretive bird. the Forest Service w1ll not release

mformatlon of their'exact whereabouts. Pléase take
comfort in just knowmg the eagles are nearby.--Gavin
Noyes

'Helicopters and Nesting Golden Eagles Don't Mix!

A number of individuals who have worked

with bald and golden eagles for 20-25 years in
both Utah and Idaho had basically the same
opinion: the U.S. Forest Service should try to
reduce disturbance to golden eagles during the
nesting period whenever possible.

Teryl Grubb (author of Variations in
Breeding Bald Eagle Response. to ]ets Light
Planes, and Helicopters) says the "hopping.
across ridges" by helicopters has a startling
and disturbing effect on raptors. Of all the
years he has studied eagles, helicopters
almost always evoked evasive flight whereas

fixed-wing aircraft seldom resulted in adult -

eagles fleeing the nest.

In his golden eagle literature ‘search
Wasatch-Cache National Forest official Keith
Clapier suggested a number of possible
mitigation measures:

¢ "Disturbance,” Clapier wrote in a memo,
"is a very broad impact category that includes

- everything from causing a bird to flush from a

perch to preventing a brooding adult from

" feeding its young. This is where timing of the

13

disturbance becomes critical.”

4 Studies have 'shown that most raptors '
are especially sensitive during three stages of
nesting. Because it is difficult to discern the
time periods of each stage and in order to-
preclude disturbing activity it would be
advantageous to establish a year-round no fly
buffer zone.

@ In the Salt Lake area heli-ski operation,
Clapier noted, the flying overhead, and the
landings and takeoffs (sometimes in excess of
50 per day) both on ridges and drainages
were "factors potentially disruptive to nesting
eagles." Q) --—-Alexis Kelner




A Big THANK YOU to All The Volunteers in 1999 - 2000

Seventy-four people, including the Board of
Trustees, actively participated as volunteers for
Save Our Canyons during the past year, resulting in
unprecedented activity and growth for the

the volunteers was badly needed and has done an
excellent job. Believe it or not, we need more
volunteers! Please volunteer again or volunteer for
the first time by filling out a Volunteer Issues

organization.

Volunteers did everything from mailings to
writing appeals. These individuals can feel
satisfaction in knowing that they have contributed
to the fight to preserve the canyons, mountains and
foothills surrounding the Salt Lake Valley in as

Questionnaire. If you filled one out last year, but

were not called or e-mailed to help, we must have

an incorrect e-mailing address, phone number or

natural a state as-possible. Each and every one of

address for you. Filling out'a new Volunteer Issues
Form will correct this. --—Gayle Parry, SOC'’s
Volunteer Coordinator.

OUR THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING 1999 - 2000 VOLUNTEERS

Bryan Allen
Lori Allen
Bob Athey
Craig Axford
D. Jesse Austin
Ian Brandt
Kelsey Brandt and
Sage
Randy Brown
Cheri Carlson
Coreen Carrier

.Scott Carrier

Liz Davis

Parker Ellison
John Files -
Naomi Fredericks
Vic Garside

Walt Haas

Dick Hanrahan
Pam Hanrahan
Heather Hanson
Milt Hollander
Ellie Ienatch.
Greg Janiec
John O. Johnson
Karla Kelner - -
Bill King
Kathy King
Bryan Larsen -

. Todd Leeds
“'Steve ‘Lewis

Julliette Lucy
Eloise Maughn
Margith Maughn
Matt McClarin
Steve Mossbarger

Chris Mueller
Dick Nelson

“Pam Nelson

Gavin Noyes
Marge Odell
Wes Odell
Bill Parry

‘Stacy Peterson

Joe Pierce

Tom Price

Betty Roman
Bob Roman
Allen Sanderson
Karen Sclafani
Laurel Shepard
Brian Shirts
Anna Skorut
Jennifer Spinti
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Fred Staff Berggren, Vice
Eric Steckel’ President,
Lyn Taylor Dave Carrier,

Russell Taylor
Bill Thompson
Stephanie Tonin

Suzie Ellison,
Alexis Kelner, .
JoyceMaughn,

Nole Gayle Parry,-
Walkingshaw Tom Stephens,
Ivan Weber " Ron Younger .
Josh Wells : o
Bob Warnock Editor’s Note:
Bob Woody Our apologies
John Worlock if we missed - .-~
anyone. 77

Save Our Canyons
Board of Trustees:
Gale Dick,
President, Tom

SOC's Annual Meeting Was A

Great Success

A dedicated group of volunteers, pictured at
left, organized one of the most successful
Save Our Canyons annual meetings

Thanks to'Donors

Several commercial establishments contributed
merchandise and other 1tems for the raffle.
Our appreaahon for thelr support of SOC's
activities.

SOC members can show their appreciation
by patronizing the establishments:

Avenues Arts and Wellness Center
Gastronomy

REI

Sage's Cafe

Salt Lake Roasting Co.
Squashworks

Wasatch Touring Wild Rose
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Snowl;\i? appeal team, left to right: Bill Thompson, Gale Dick, Susan Ash, Bill Km, an

avin.Noyes.

Snowbird Appeal Team Worked Hard Right Up To the Last Minute

By Gavin Noyes

Bill Thompson, Bill King, Gale Dick, Gavin Noyes,
(all with SOC) Ann Wechsler (of the Sierra Club),
and Susan Ash (of the Wild Utah Forest
Campaign) met recently with Bernie Weingardt and
Julie Hubbard of the USFS for an "informal hearing"
on the Forest Supervisor's Record of Decision
granting Snowbird permission to proceed with a
50,000, sq. ft. structure atop Hidden Peak. This
was the final input SOC had into the appeals
process. The point of the meeting was to see if the
three appellants could "resolve differences” with
the Forest Service decision makers. At the beginning
of the meeting the Forest Supervisor admitted that
a resolution of differences was not likely given the
sheer number of concerns.

Bill Thompson began the meeting pointing out the
problems with the Hidden Peak structure in both
the Record of Decision and EIS. Flaws with both
the rationale and specificity of the decision were
pointed out. This was followed by Gavin covering
the Forest Service's wrongdoings in Mineral Basin
which make the agency look really bad.

Bill King talked about plant and animal impacts

and the need for a plant survey at Snowbird before -
any construction begins. Susan Ash briefly *
discussed problems with the amendment to the ..

Forest Plan which would allow the Hidden Peak

structure to be built. Ann Wechsler included some .

of the history behind Snowbird. Gale Dick gave a
thoughtful summary titled, "Why Do We Care?"
A similar "informal" meeting was held in Provo
with the Supervisor of the Uinta National Forest.
Both forest supervisors listened politely, but
offered no possibilities for compromises. The joint

appeal moved on to the Regional Forester in Ogden
who sustained the Record of Decision.

Early in April, SOC's Trustees voted to continue
the appeals process in Federal Court. Forest Service
and Snowbird officials were advised, by letters, of
SOC's intentions. . '

Thanks to everyone for all the good work on the

_ Snowbird DEIS, FEIS, and.Appeal. il i

Important County Commission
Meeting re the Snowbird
Hidden Peak Structure:

May 3rd 8:30 AM

County Commission Chambers,
2100 S State Street, 1st floor North Bldg.

The decision regarding rezoning two acres '
of private land on Hidden Peak to allow
for a restaurant to be built has been
postponed until the appeals process is
completed and Snowbird submits survey
documents of property lines.

Please attend the meeting on May 3rd if
you would like Salt Lake County to
maintain restrictions against commercial
development on lands under their
“jurisdiction. Hidden Peak is not an
appropriate location for a 50,000 square "
foot building housing two restaurants,
retail space, snowcat storage, and other -
facilities . o




.. Office: 165 South Main - Lower Level
Salt Lake City, UT 84111

SAVE OUR CANYONS NEEDS YOU TO BECOME A MEMBER

The Citizens’ Committee to SAVE OUR CANYONS was founded in 1972 as a non-profit
organization dedicated to protecting the beauty and wildness of the Wasatch canyons, mountains and
foothills. SAVE OUR CANYONS is a 501(c)(3) organization; your donation is tax deductible.

o<
Yes, [ want to join SAVE OUR CANYONS
Enclosed is my check made out to SAVE OUR CANYONS
[] Annual Membership $35
[ ] Student Membership $15
[ ] Voluntary Contribution$________ —
NAME
MAIL TO:
ADDRESS
SAVE OUR CANYONS
CITY & STATE ZIP P.O. Box 58671 .‘
Salt Lake City, UT
TELEPHONE Zip: 84158-0671 —
EMAIL ADDRESS

CITIZEN'S COMMITTEE TO

SAVE OUR CANYONS
P.O. BOX 58671
SALT LAKE CITY, UT 84158-0671

16

Phone: 539-5333

info@saveourcanyons.org
http:/lwww.saveourcanyons.orgl__ -
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