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The President’s Column

MONEY AND MEMBERS

By Gale Dick

S ave Our Canyons has never been more active
nor has it ever been so involved in important
issues than right now in the year 2000. We're
working for Wasatch Wilderness, for a wise
Forest Management Plan to help guide our
Wasatch-Cache National Forest over the next 15
years, for watershed protection through
management and land purchase, and for a more
aesthetic Wasatch range unmarred by huge
mountaintop restaurant-theater-retail buildings.

Much of our strength comes from the work of
our many volunteers who play essential roles in
making this grassroots organization function at
all and do so at such a high level of energy and
dedication. No day passes without your friends
in Save Our Canyons putting in some time on
some of our many tasks. Other organizations are
amazed when we tell them of our large volunteer
force.

Although much of our activity is undertaken
by volunteers, it all still costs money: printing,
office rental, postage, salary, payroll
management, health insurance, computers, office
supplies and equipment, map making, legal
expenses. We don’t spend any of our precious
funds on parties, food, junkets, or paté de foie gras.

Very soon you will be receiving a letter asking
for your financial support. Please be as generous
as you can.

Remember: Save Our Canyons is
indispensable! There is no other organization
with the same intense concentration on the
problems and promise of the Wasatch mountains.

You will be encouraged to know that Save Our
Canyons is at present embarking on an ambitious
fund-raising campaign. With greater resources
we will be able to serve our members and
community much better.

We need also to increase our membership and
you can help us with this. Be thinking of two
people you know who love the Wasatch, who feel
a sense of community responsibility, and who
would like to join in the growing movement to
Save Our Canyons. Soon we will ask you to send
along a couple of names of prospective members.
We'll ask you to contact these friends and urge
them to join Save Our Canyons. We'll follow up
as well.

Without the water gathering in the snows of
the Wasatch, there would never have been a Salt
Lake City. Without your money and volunteer
help, there could be no Save Our Canyons. And
just imagine what would happen without that

- grand old gadfly, Save Our Canyons.

Save Our Canyons is very grateful
for the continued generous community-spirited support of:

The Patagonia Outlet

3267 Highland Drive here in Salt Lake City

The announcement accompanying their donation said, in part:

"Congratulations! I am pleased to announce that we have been able to
help fund your continued work to protect and preserve the canyons of the Wasatch
range. ... We are pleased to be able to support the important work you do to protect
these lands. Keep up the hard work.”

Thank You Patagonia Outlet Staff!




Save Our Canyons wishes to express

our appreciation and thanks to

Liz Davis, at left, and

Cheri Carleson

For their help in disseminating SOC’s mailings.

Volunteer Profile:

Birds of a
Feather
Keep The Mail

Flying

By Gayle Parry

Liz Davis and Cheri Carleson lived across the
street from each other for years without becoming
well acquainted. These two environmental
activists finally became close friends after both
joined the fight as members of The- Friends of
Sugar House Park, which was formed when
Mayor Corradini discontinued the independent
Sugar House Park Authority and attempted to
transfer the responsibility to politicians. Liz
became the Secretary of this organization. Later,
Cheri became a member of the Sugar House
Community Council. She was a trustee for the
council from 1995 to 1998. Since then, these two
civic minded friends have maintained their intense
interest in environmental concerns, but in differing
ways.

Cheri feels that there are smarter ways to go
than eating up the environment as Utah now does
and she wanted to do something about it. In spite
of her career in the family business, Carleson
Cadillac, Cheri found time for numerous
environmental causes as well as other community
service. She served with the Mayor's Open Space
Committee, worked with KOPE (Kids Organized
to Protect the Environment) on the Hidden Hollow
Pocket Park, which is in the middle of the Sugar
House district, and the Legacy Highway
Committee for Great Salt Lake Audubon. She
worked on UDOT's Environmental Impact Study

in an effort to incorporate a Parleys Corridor for
bicycles and pedestrians when 1-80 was under
reconstruction, and this summer was on the
Nature Conservancy Weed Team which restored
habitat at the Layton Preserves. She has
volunteered to help fight the Legacy Highway,
taken part in Mobile Watch in her neighborhood,
and worked in the food pantry at Saint Marks
Episcopal Church. When her friend, Liz, asked her
to share the job of managing Save Our Canyons
mailings, this amazing woman added that
responsibility to her list of volunteer jobs because
she felt that Save Our Canyons is the best of the
environmental organizations. She was happy to
help with the mailing of the Save Our Canyons
newsletter because she thinks that it is superior at
keeping members on top of the important
environmental issues affecting the canyons.

Cheri, who was born in Salt Lake, has returned
to Idaho where she was raised. She and John
Condie were married in September and have
bought a home close to John's work in Jerome,
Idaho. Save Our Canyons wishes her well and
much happiness even as we deeply regret her loss
to the organization.

While Cheri worked mostly for open space
within the city, Liz Davis concentrated on
becoming active in saving the canyons she so
dearly loves. A gardener by profession, Liz also




enjoys hiking, running, biking, and backpacking,
but most particularly, rock climbing.

In 1983, Liz was an alcoholic and attended
meetings at Alcoholics Anonymous. It was at one
of the AA meetings that she met a friend who took
her rock climbing. From that moment on, Liz's life
changed. She had found something that gave her
a bigger high than alcohol ever could. She wanted
her whole life to be climbing. She speaks of the
euphoric high of the sport. "There is a meditative,
spiritual and physical side to climbing”, she says.
"After I started climbing, I had no need for alcohol,
and my lifestyle completely changed.”

Shortly after taking up climbing, Liz went
looking for a climbing partner and found Bruce
Grable. Her partner in climbing later became her
partner for life. Liz and Bruce have been together
since 1984, and were married in 1992.

It is no surprise that Liz grew up as an activist
who loves the mountains. Liz remembers growing
up in a family who played lots of tennis, went on
mountain hikes and loved to walk in the
mountains looking for autumn leaves. Her family
was not only mountain loving, but also very active
politically. Her father, Merrill K. Davis, was the
Speaker of the House of Representatives in the

SOC’s NEW MAILING ADDRESS:

Utah Legislature. Her mother, Ione McKean Davis
spent two terms on the City Council when Ted
wilson was mayor. They are a family that speaks
its mind; the kind that takes part in the
community.

Besides having been the Secretary for the
Friends of Sugar House Park, Liz has volunteered
for Save Our Canyons. She has done varied jobs
for SOC over the years. Recently, she has helped
with our donor program, the Snowbird DEIS and
most importantly has become the manager of our
mailing effort. She and Cheri have made sure that
the appeals, alerts and newsletters are labeled and
sent, which is no small feat.

Liz would like us all to remember that the
closer we are to nature, the closer we are to our
creator. We all owe mother nature. We must
continue to fight to protect our land, trees,
animals and water. We may not always win
completely, but everyone of us must try to help.
There is too much at stake not to. "And
remember,” she says, "We never know when
something bad happens where it will lead us.
When you hit rock bottom, the only way to go is
up."Q

SAVE OUR CANYONS
P.O. Box 112017
Salt Lake City, UT 84147




Mountain Lions Seen Protesting
Snowbird’s Hidden Peak Structure!

By Gavin Noyes

Anyone who attended Snowbird's Octoberfest
this Fall probably noticed warning signs about
cougars (also known as mountain lions or pumas) in
the resort area. A female lion with two grown kit-
tens were sighted on several occasions around the
resort base. The cougars at Snowbird were tracked
with hounds on three consecutive mornings, but
rain aided in the cougars’ escape. They have not
been sighted since, which indicates they have
moved out of the Snowbird area. Had they been
found, the hounds would have chased them up a
tree where they would have been tranquilized and
relocated by the DWR. A cougar's sentence changes
to death when they are found to be habituating to
human environments by eating garbage or preying
on domestic animals.

Cougars should not be feared, but rather un-
derstood. Cougars usually avoid humans unless
their food source makes this impossible. Cou-
gars prey on other animals, so if ski resorts are at-
tracting deer populations or over-encouraging bea-
ver populations in heavily used areas they are much
more likely to have cougar conflicts.

Despite common perceptions hounds and tran-
quilizer guns are not the best way to manage local
cougar populations. The resort needs to ask the

question, what could be attracting the cougars to the
Snowbird base area? Could it be those tasty-looking
fat marmots hopping around the Cliff Lodge that
were being fed by the tourists all summer?

Were unusually large numbers of people losing
their bratwurst sandwiches around the resort?

Or, perhaps cougars have discovered how
much fun Octoberfest can be (the hot dogs and
beers that is, not the hounds and guns.)

In all seriousness though, almost all human
conflicts with cougars could be avoided by under-
standing what attracts these felines. Mike
Bodenchuk of Wildlife Services put it simply, “Cou-
gar problems are caused by people problems.” ‘

Cougar attacks on adult humans are extremely
rare, (one needs to be more careful with children.)
To find out more about cougars, go to the SOC web-
site:

http://www.saveourcanyons.org

and click on Wildlife where you will find, "Living
with Cougars and Black Bears."

Save Our Canyons works toward keeping fur-
ther urban impacts out of the Wasatch moun-
tains, the cougars are yet another reason to add
to our list.

Save Our Canyons’
Engine That Works

Ever wonder what keeps Save Our Canyons
functioning?

A dedicated group of volunteers.
A dynamic and committed Board of Trustees.
And SOC'’s “staff” Gavin Noyes!

The photos at left, taken by Alexis Kelner,
capture Gavin’s morning ritual of waking up,
building up steam, and doggedly charging
into the daily fray.




Status Of The Hidden Peak Lawsuit

Many people have asked about the Save Our Can-
yons Hidden Peak Decision lawsuit, which is cur-
rently absorbing much of SOC's time and resources

Here is a rough description of the present situa-
tion: On May 3, 2000 Save Our Canyons, the Wa-
satch Mountain Club, and two individuals filed a
Judicial Complaint in the United States District
Court of Utah, Central Division,. The complaint was
prepared by Joro Walker of the Land and Water
Fund of the Rockies with the help of many Save Our
Canyons volunteers and trustees, most especially
Bill Thompson.

On May 30, 2000 we filed a Memorandum in op-
position to Snowbird, Inc.'s motion to intervene in
this case. Federal judge Dee Benson allowed Snow-
bird to intervene. Recently five Save Our Canyons

members and trustees finished plowing through the
12,000 (gasp!) pages of the Administrative Record
associated with this case. The case might be heard in
court on March 21, 2000.

Save Our Canyons still faces many expenses to
cover the cost of these actions. Public response to
our appeals for help on this case has been splendid
but we will need more money to pursue it to the
very end. If you can help, send a contribution to:

SAVE OUR CANYONS
P.O. BOX 112017
SALT LAKE CITY, UT 84147

The following quotations are just a few of very
many gleaned from the 12,000 page Adm. Record:

GERRISH WILLIS (Pleasant Grove Ranger, USFS) email to Steve Dodds (Land Surveyor, USFS):

“The FS wants this deal to be completely clean and above board, as it is high visibility.”

SOC COMMENT: This communication refers to the Mineral Basin land exchange that was so “high
visibility” that documentation from Wasatch and Uinta National Forest headquarters did not fall into
the public’s hands until almost one year after it was completed. The important thing here is that the FS
recognized what a contentious issue this could be. Perhaps that is why nobody took the burden on

their shoulders of informing anyone in the public..

GERRISH WILLIS to Steve Dodds in same e-mail:

“Would it be ethical to use the BLM record, knowing that their figures don,t jive with what is on the

ground?”

SOC COMMENT: This was part of a discussion which resulted in using the antiquated BLM records
rather than the data gathered by Snowbird through a detailed on the ground survey.

MIKE SIEG (District Ranger - Salt Lake Ranger District, USFS):
“What is purpose and need for Hidden Peak structure?”

AL SOUCIE (USFS) referring to Snowbird’s Mineral Basin ski lift:
“Would Snowbird go ahead with lifts before MDP/EIS [Master Development Plan/Environmental

Impact Statement] process done?”
BOB BONAR (President, Snowbird): “No.”

SOC COMMENT: The lift was built, notwithstanding Bob Bonar’s assurance to the Forest Service.

BERNIE WEINGART (Forest Supervisor, WCNF):

[this] “allows us to tweak proposal without public input.”

ROB CRUZ'’S (USFS) day-planner entry regarding a meeting between Forest Service and Snowbird:
“I recommended that they call SOC and Utah County as a minimum to complete scoping for this

proposal.”

SOC COMMENT: Great Idea, Rob! We wish your USFS superiors had followed your recommendation.

NEIL ARTZ (3 rd party conslultant to USES) From July 29, 1999 letter toS.L. District Ranger Dan Jiron:
“Having this letter go public would/will complicate immeasurably other Forest Service projects and
other agencies activities once SOC, for example, gets a hold of it.”

SOC COMMENT: No comment.




HOT OFF THE GRIDDLE

Bye, Bye, Bernie
By Gavin Noyes,

At the USFS Lamb's Breakfast on 10/31 the
buckwheat pancakes were hearty, and the acidic
coffee was flowing rapidly. Melissa Blackwell
started off by discussing the responses to the Forest
Plan Alternatives which were released at the
beginning of September. Save Our Canyons along
with about 80 other individuals and groups
provided input on the scope and content on the
alternatives which Melissa attempted to
summarize.

This was followed by Jim Thomas explaining
how the Forest Service plans to use the additional
1.9 BILLION DOLLARS they will be receiving from
the federal coffers for the "National Fire Plan." To
put this money in perspective consider that the
current annual budget for the USFS is around $3.5
billion. What this means is thousands of new USFS
employees nationwide, New helicopters, fire trucks
and fire related technology.

Bernie followed Jim's summary by assuring us
that the WCNF does not plan to let this influx of
money and resources be used entirely for fire
management, but will be used to enhance many of
the underfunded programs on the forest when
possible. Perhaps it was the coffee, but all of this
good news was making me a little jittery. I imagine
the Wasatch-Cache would be similarly unsettled if
the tables were turned and Save Our Canyons were
announcing that we were suddenly able to go from
a part time staff of one to ten full-time people to
work on environmental protection along the
Wasatch Front. For more information on the new
fire program, or if you have questions call Jim at
524-3923. Be prepared to sort through the USFS

jargon to fully understand what will be happening
on the forest near you.

In closing Bernie talked about his 5 1/2 years of
work on the WCNF and the many great teams he
had worked with saying they are among the finest
within the Forest Service.

He said there will be two options for how his
position will be filled. The USFS will either move
someone laterally who wants to try their hand at
dealing with the complex issues associated with
this forest. Or, the position will be advertised and
people can apply to be promoted into the position.
Bernie and others are pushing for the latter in the
hopes that Pam Gardener can take over his spot.
Decisions on this will be made by the Chief of the
Forest Service. Pam will be the acting supervisor
until someone is assigned which Bernie indicated
could take a long time if there is an administrative
turnover following the election. Eight years ago
there was a 2 1/2 year wait before new upper
management decisions could be made.

Rather than begging for mercy from his
tormentors and saying good riddance, Bernie
instead expressed his thanks to the various players
who have always been present in decision making
on the forest. He complimented all the diverse
groups on their ability to work together saying they
are unique in the world.

He said he has learned a lot here and hopes that
his new position will "mirror and reflect" the
experiences he has had here. It was then opened to
comments directed at Bernie and one person
thanked him for making the public process more
open than it was historically and wished him well.

Xmission

Xmission has again supported the work of Save Our Canyons
by contributing substantially to offset their server fees for our email
and website activities.

Thanks also to
Walt Haas, our webmaster
and to

Steve Mossbarger, our emailmeister and information systems guru.
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The Salt Lake Tribune OPINIC

Get Involved to Save Our Canyon

BY GAVIN NOYES

Save Our Canyons has been fighting for the pro-
tection of the mountains and canyons surrounding
Salt Lake City for the past 28 years. From the begin-
ning our mission has been the protection of the wild-
life, beauty and the watershed that the people of Salt
Lake depend on for their health and well-being.

The opening of Snowbird Ski Resort, along with its
plans for tramways accessing satellite villages
throughout the Wasatch, led to the founding of Save
Our Canyons in 1972. The founders and directors re-
main as committed as ever to fighting the proposals
which threaten the future integrity of the Wasatch.

The players have not changed much over the past
three decades. Ski resorts such as Snowbird, Snowba-
sin and Solitude continue to push plans which will
bring more urbanization and city problems into the
mountain environment.

The Forest Service continues to look at each pro-
posed project too much in isolation of the cumulative
impacts all of the development that has been going on,
and to try to help the ski resorts become “four season
resorts” by faciliating new and expanded facilities,
especially to attract out of state visitors and land de-
velopment.

Salt Lake County has failed to implement the Can-
yon Master Plan as fully as it could, using its discre-
tion to allow growth rather than trying to curtail it.
Salt Lake City Public Utilities is the single govern-
ment entity that is willing to take a stand against de-
velopers. but their concern is limited to clean water.

Water is one of the most important resources that
Save Our Canyons fights to protect. Big and Little
Cottonwood Canyons are protected watersheds which
supply water to approximately 500,000 valley resi-
dents. In these same watersheds, there are approxi-
mately 500 cabin and home sites, four ski resorts, and
as many as 3.3 million vehicles that drive up the can-
yons each year (1997 USFS estimates which include
Millcreek Canyon.) There are, additionally, as many
as 500 privately owned lots which are not currently
buildable because they have no water rights.

On Aug.16, water quality and canyon protection re-
ceived blows as a result of development accidents and
irresponsible canyon users. At 3:30 in the afternoon, a
property owner digging a foundation for a new cabin
had a bulldozer fall off its trailer into a tributary of Big
Cottonwood Creek, leaking as much as 40 gallons of
diesel fuel. Most of the toxic fuel was contained and
removed by the cleanup crew. However, some escaped
into the stream. At Solitude, earlier in the day, con-
struction equipment cut the 10-inch sewage main that
runs down the canyon in half, resulting in another
emergency cleanup effort. Later in the evening, a fire
ignited next to a teepee across from Brighton, burning
approximately 15 trees.

Aug. 16 was not a typical day, but this highlights
some of the problems that can occur in the mountains.
Disregarding the loss of habitat and beauty that results
with each new development in this natural setting,
water, alone, is justification for putting more protec-
tive measures in place in these canyons.

Development threats will continue as long as de-
velopers and ski resorts have the power to muscle
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their way through protective ordinances. The central
Wasatch is one of the most heavily recreated areas in
the country and the continual addition of amenities in
these canyons — such as condos, second homes, road
expansions, and ski facilities — will further degrade
the beauty, wildness, and clean water that are present.

Some solutions exist for keeping development from
spreading, as well as minimizing the pollutants being
introduced into the watershed. First, Salt Lake City
currently has funds available for buying property in
the canyons at market value. Once property is ac-
quired, it will be set aside for the watershed and pos-
sibly put into conservation easements. This would not
only be in the interest of the public that uses the water,
but benefit the landowners who either cannot build or
who would like to see their buildable lots protected for
water or wildlife.

The second means of protecting the water is edu-
cating all canyon users. Current cabin and home
owners, as well as recreationists, must realize that the
health of everyone downstream partially rests on their
shoulders. Toxins which could potentially spill or
make their way into the watershed should be kept out
of the canyons and out of homes in the canyons. There
have been reports of Chem-lawn trucks driving up Big
Cottonwood, which indicates a serious problem.

Another crucial factor in getting permanent canyon
protection is the election of county officials. The
county government is being restructured this Novem-
ber with the election of a countywide mayor and nine
county council members. There will be three at-large
representatives and five regional council members.
Every Salt Lake County resident who lives within a

city or in the unincorporated county will be casting
votes for a county mayor and four county council
members. The people who get elected will play a sig-
nificant part in determining the level of canyon pro-
tection. Ask your candidates how they will vote when
decisions come before them on Snowbird’s 50,000-
square-foot Hidden Peak structure and the develop-
ment of 154 acres in the Willow Heights drainage of Big
Cottonwood Canyon. Ask them what they plan todo to
protect the future of the central Wasatch.

A Save Our Canyons Wasatch Front Forum will be
held on Oct. 10 at 7 p.m., at Westminster’s Gore Audi-
torium, to listen to county candidates’ views on can-
yon protection and related issues.

Local residents need to take action on this impor-
tant issue that will affect the way of life for all Salt
Lake residents who recreate in and enjoy the sur-
rounding mountains. What do we want the canyons of
the Wasatch to look like in 20 years?

How many new homes should there be? Hotels?
Condominiums? One need not look far to see what
unchecked growth has brought to Emigration Can-
yon, Park City and other areas. Take a drive up Big
Cottonwood Canyon. Look at the changes under way
at Solitude. Go to the Save Our Canyons Web site to
find out what is going on or is planned at Snowbird.
Alta, Brighton and Snowbasin. Finally, get involved:
talk to people, write letters, volunteer, become mem-
bers of organizations that represent your concerns. It
is not too late to save a special place.

Gavin Noyes is the issues coordinator for Save Our
Canyons, a Salt Lake City based organization.

2litude Ski Resort redefines the definition of s

o

olitude.




JOHN JOHNSON
Joins Save Qur Canyons’
Board of Trustees

John Johnson recently joined the
Save Our Canyons Board of
Trustees. He's replacing Susan
Ash, who moved to Oregon.

John Johnson was born and
raised in Minnesota. He attended
Minnesota’s St. Cloud State Col-
lege, where he received degrees
in mathematics and chemistry in
1970.

After college he became a
teacher in elementary and secon-
dary schools (2 yrs teaching 6 th
grade, 1 yr 9 th grade mathemat-
ics, 1 yr high school math and
chemistry). He also taught college
chemistry for two years.

Johnson spent a year in Salt
Lake as an Emergency Medical
Technician and worked as a re-
search chemist at the University

In addition, he has worked as
a river guide for ten years in
Utah, Idaho, and Arizona. He
spent two winters guiding river
runners in South America.

His hobbies include kayaking,
back-country skiing, canyoneer-
ing, and climbing. He has
climbed in Peru, Nepal, and Yo-
semite National Park.

For the past twelve years he

He was attracted to Save Our
Canyons by our usually strong
stands on Wasatch Front canyon
preservation and conservation
issues.

John Johnson's expertise,
business acumen, and enthusi-
asm is a welcome addition to our
Board of Trustees.

of Utah for three years.

has worked as a financial advisor.

s Utah home of the most environmentally
friendly ski resort in the country?
You may want to wait before buying your
season’s pass.

Over the last decade ski resort managers
throughout the country had learned that skiers
are sensitive to environmental issues. When
planning their vacations many skiers choose
resorts that are mountain friendly. Recognizing
the trend the National Ski Areas Association, last
year, developed an “environmental charter” to
guide resort managers in planning and
operations. Gavin Noyes, representing Save Our
Canyons attended a meeting of the ski area
association’s steering committee. He observed
that many major environmental impacts were
missing from the charter. Other environmental

representatives to the committee shared his
concerns.

Save Our Canyons has teamed up with
environmental groups throughout the west to rate
all major ski resorts on their environmental
performance over the last three years. Under the
name of the Ski Area Citizen's Coalition,
Colorado Wild, Save Our Canyons, the Crystal
Conservation Coalition, the Greater Yellowstone
Coalition, and the Friends of the Inyo have put
more than 6 months of work into this major
endeavor.

Are Utah resorts excited? Hardly, after
agreeing to a set of environmental principles last
June, these same resorts are unwilling to share
their environmental management practices with
the public..
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Soldier Hollow Update

By Wes Odell

The issue of the Olympic Cross Country and Bi-
athlon Venues at Soldier Hollow should be of in-
terest to Save Our Canyons' members.

Years ago, when SLOC wanted to move the
venue from the IOC-approved--but unsatisfactory--
Mountain Dell golf course location to a part of
SLC’s watershed just upstream from the Little Dell
Reservoir, SLC’s Mayor Corradini assembled a
committee to identify problems associated with the
re-siting. Save Our Canyons, other environmental
groups, and Salt Lake’s Dept. of Public Utilities
spent hundreds of hours of work convincing SLOC
to find a new location for the venue. Soldier Hol-
low, located on Wasatch Mounains State Park
property near Charleston and Midway, was ulti-
mately selected by both the SLOC Sports Commit-
tee and the Environmental Review Committee.

Soldier Hollow has generally been acknowl-
edged by involved environmentalists as the most re-
sponsibly built venue from an environmental per-
spective. Go there and see for yourself, or check
the SOC website for more information.

Of all the Olympic venues, the Soldier Hollow
cross-country facility will be the most heavily used
facility after the Games. Although it will be a
training site for the national teams and future
Olympians, one does not need to be an elite athlete
to enjoy the sport, as is the case with Bob, Luge, Ski
Jumping, Aerial Freestyle, Speed Skating, Super G,
Downbhill and Curling.

Last season Soldier Hollow was used for the US
Cross Country and Biathlon and the NCAA Cross
Country championships. “It’s terrific.....world
class,” was the response from organizers and par-
ticipants. This winter, five World Cup Races will be
held at Soldier Hollow in a dress-rehearsal for the
2002 Winter Games. This is your opportunity to
see 2002's Olympians perform at an Olympic venue
in your own backyard and do so without crowds,
expensive tickets, crowds, park and ride shuttles,
and crowds.

The non-profit Soldier Hollow Legacy Founda-
tion (formed by a group of Heber Valley and Nor-
dic enthusiasts) operates the facility under conces-
sionaire contract with the state. Members of the
Foundation and State Parks successfully lobbied
the 2000 Legislature to appropriate funding for a
day lodge. SLOC has contributed funds for the
lodge, and several companies have given major
discounts on construction supplies. The lodge is
nearing completion and will be open this winter as
part of the foundation’s operation.
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The lodge has two levels. The upper level,
(which is the main floor) is 5,300 square feet and
adjoins a 2,000 square foot, partially covered deck.
It has restrooms, ski and snowshoe rentals, retail
shop, ski school, and a family room. When com-
pleted, it will also have a Great Room which will
easily seat over 100 people. Prominent in this
room will be a 32 foot high fireplace. The lower
level is another 5,300 square feet, but it will remain
largely unfinished for this year.

The Lodge is being built with emphasis on the
environment and aesthetics. The massive timbers
being used and much of the finish woodwork will
consist of 100-year old timbers recovered from the
old Lucin Cutoff railroad trestle by the Trestle-
wood Company. The wood is incredibly beautiful
and its salt saturation requires no finish coating,
indoors or outdoors.

So picture yourself on the last leg of a brisk,
challenging ski.....on immaculate, freshly groomed
trails. Unlike recent years, it is snowing.....hard.
You are wet, tired, fulfilled, and in desperate need
of a place to warm up and relax. Or, you re being
lazy and want a nice place that is friendly, envi-
ronmentally and personally, and you just want to
laze around the fireplace and watch others, or your
kids and grandchildren. Or, you want to schedule
a family reunion or reception somewhere nice. Or,
you have a youth group and want them to get a
great experience in the Foundation’s $2 program
where any kid, in a scheduled group, can rent skis,
receive instruction, and use the trails for $2 each.
You Are In Luck! '

The facility will open for business on Decem-
ber 15.. The official Opening Ceremony of the
Lodge will be on Friday, January 5; a Community
Day will follow on Saturday. YOU RE INVITED.
Come and ski in this new world-class facility and
see the good things environmental--and skiing--
that have been accomplished at Soldier Hollow.
Visit the Foundation’s website at:: :

www.soldierhollow.org

for details on the January 5 + 6 events, plus more
information and photos about Soldier Hollow, and
how to schedule a specially priced kids event. To
reach Soldier Hollow take: o

I-80, then US 40 to Heber City, then State High-
way #113 through Midway to Charleston. Turn
right at Tate Lane, just before the Heber Creeper
RR Tracks. Q




University of Utah geology Prof. Bill Parry
describes the effects

of “lithosphere plate convergence”

on the geology of upper

Little Cottonwood Canyon.

Susan Ash

SOC’s Geology Hike

The autumn Geology Hike, led by Prof. Bill
Parry, was a great success. Look for more
similar SOC activities in the future.

Photos by Alexis Kelner
And Gavin Noyes.

Bill and Gayle Parry




Save Our Canyons’ Geology Hike
participants pause for lunch and photo
at the Prince of Wales mine.

Gavin Noyes practicdes meshing
with Forest Service bureaucracy




ANNOUNCEMENTS:

From time to time, environmental
organizations trade membership lists in
an effort to bring their groups to the
attention of a group of interested people
and to strengthen both groups. With SOC
this has happened rarely, but has proved
to be a useful way to build membership.
If you would like to exclude your name
from any such list exchange, please let us
know by mail, by calling (801) 363-SAVE,
or email at info@saveourcanyons.org.

SUSAN ASH.. Good luck in Oregon
and thanks for your tremendous
contributions to Utah through your hard
work, knowledge, savvy, and energy.
Save Our Canyons isn't the only group
who is sorry to see you leave.

Visit the Save Our C

anyons Website ‘0&‘]

THANKS TO: Maria Cranor, Gale and
Ann Dick, Lynn de Freitas, Naomi
Franklin, Phyllis Geldzahler, Harriet and
Raymond Gesteland, Chauncey and
Emily Hall, Bryan Larsen, Ron Younger
for their generous donations in
connection with this fundraiser. Other
major contributors recently have included
Brooke Hopkins and John Johnson (about
whom see more elsewhere in this
Newsletter).

EXTRAORDINARY PLEDGE. We have
recently received an extraordinary pledge
from donors who were former residents
of Salt Lake City and value the Wasatch
Mountains enormously. More about this
wonderful gift and the donors in a future
Newsletter.

\

http://www.saveourcanyons.org

Wild Oats

Next time you are in one of the Wild Oats stores
either in Sugar House or on 4th South,
thank them for their donation of goodies for our joint fundraising party
with the Land and Water Fund of the Rockies.

Support from local businesses to improve their communities
is heartwarming and most welcome.




SOC’s Historical
Highlights

From:
Deseret News,

The 8roup js having 10,000
brocbures Printed, 54 well as

mercja] dev, Opment Projects Fameters as wejj policy re.
Mr. Keln €Xplaineq borts py Satch ap, Uinta

The ochure, entitled Nationaj Forest ifs, pe
“Help §ay anyons," addeq

) 'bumf/
im. t Lake Trl
and the dwindling Wilderness ~ Cany ons, canyon road im Sal

Among generaj objectives of
€ 8roup, My Kelner inclug.
d ;

~2NYON 20ning mace Uransitin  From:
provemenls.' Mountain wayep. Nov. 1, 1973

and  serveg and private land acquj-
Sition for publj

15




SAVE OUR CANYONS NEEDS YOU TO BECOME A MEMBER

The Citizens’ Committee to SAVE OUR CANYONS was founded in 1972 as a non-profit
organization dedicated to protecting the beauty and wildness of the Wasatch canyons, mountains and
foothills. SAVE OUR CANYONS is a 501(c)(3) organization; your donation is tax deductible.

<
Yes, I want to join SAVE OUR CANYONS
Enclosed is my check made out to SAVE OUR CANYONS
[] Annual Membership $35
[] Student Membership $15
"{J Voluntary Contribution$___________
NAME . . ..
Mail To:
ADDRESS. ..
SAVE OUR CANYONS
CITY & STATE __._____ 1P P.O. Box 112017
Salt Lake City, UT 84147
TELEPHONE ...
Phone: 539-5333
EMAIL ADDRESS____._._.._
http:/lwww.saveourcanyons.org/ info@saveourcanyons.org
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