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The President's Column

MONEY AND NUIVMERS
By Gale Dick

S ave Our Canyons has never been more active

nor has it ever been so involved in important
issues than right now in the year 2000 We're

working for Wasatch Wilderness for a wise

Forest Management Plan to help guide our

Wasatch-Cache National Forest over the next 15

years for watershed protection through

management and land purchase and for a more
aesthetic Wasatch range unmarred by huge

mountaintop restaurant-theater-retail buildings
Much of our strength comes from the work of

our many volunteers who play essential roles in

making this grassroots organization function at

all and do so at such a high level of energy and
dedication No day passes without your friends

in Save Our Canyons putting in some time on
some of our many tasks Other organizations are

amazed when we tell them of our large volunteer

force

Although much of our activity is undertaken

by volunteers it all still costs money printing
office rental postage salary payroll

management health insurance computers office

supplies and equipment map making legal

expenses We don't spend any of our precious
funds on parties food junkets or pat6 defoie gras

Very soon you will be receiving a letter asking
for your financial support Please be as generous
as you can

Remember Save Our Canyons is

indispensable There is no other organization
with the same intense concentration on the

problems and promise of the Wasatch mountains
You will be encouraged to know that Save Our

Canyons is at present embarking on an ambitious

fund-raising campaign With greater resources

we will be able to serve our members and

community much better

We need also to increase our membership and

you can help us with this Be thinking of two

people you know who love the Wasatch who feel

a sense of community responsibility and who
would like to join in the growing movement to

Save Our Canyons Soon we will ask you to send

along a couple of names of prospective members
We'll ask you to contact these friends and urge
them to join Save Our Canyons We'll follow up
as well

Without the water gathering in the snows of

the Wasatch there would never have been a Salt

Lake City Without your money and volunteer

help there could be no Save Our Canyons And
just imagine what would happen without that

grand old gadfly Save Our Canyons

Save Our Canyons is very grateful

for the continued generous community-spirited support of

The Patagonia Outlet
3267 Highland Drive here in Salt Lake City

The announcement accompanying their donation said in part

Congratulations I am pleased to announce that we have been able to

help fund your continued work to protect and preserve the canyons of the Wasatch

range We are pleased to be able to support the important work you do to protect

these lands Keep up the hard work

Thank You Patagonia Outlet Staff
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enjoys hiking running biking and backpacking
but most particularly rock climbing

In 1983 Liz was an alcoholic and attended

meetings at Alcoholics Anonymous It was at one
of the AA meetings that she met a friend who took

her rock climbing From that moment on Liz's life

changed She had found something that gave her

a bigger high than alcohol ever could She wanted
her whole life to be climbing She speaks of the

euphoric high of the sport There is a meditative

spiritual and physical side to climbing she says
After I started climbing I had no need for alcohol

and my lifestyle completely changed
Shortly after taking up climbing Liz went

looking for a climbing partner and found Bruce

Grable Her partner in climbing later became her

partner for life Liz and Bruce have been together
since 1984 and were married in 1992

It is no surprise that Liz grew up as an activist

who loves the mountains Liz remembers growing

up in a family who played lots of tennis went on
mountain hikes and loved to walk in the

mountains looking for autumn leaves Her family
was not only mountain loving but also very active

politically Her father Merrill K Davis was the

Speaker of the House of Representatives in the

SOC's NEW MAILING ADDRESS

Utah Legislature Her mother lone McKean Davis

spent two terms on the City Council when Ted
wilson was mayor They are a family that speaks
its mind the kind that takes part in the

community
Besides having been the Secretary for the

Friends of Sugar House Park Liz has volunteered

for Save Our Canyons She has done varied jobs

for SOC over the years Recently she has helped
with our donor program the Snowbird DEIS and
most importantly has become the manager of our

mailing effort She and Cheri have made sure that

the appeals alerts and newsletters are labeled and

sent which is no small feat

Liz would like us all to remember that the

closer we are to nature the closer we are to our

creator We all owe mother nature We must
continue to fight to protect our land trees
animals and water We may not always win

completely but everyone of us must try to help
There is too much at stake not to And
remember she says We never know when
something bad happens where it will lead us
When you hit rock bottom the only way to go is

upQ

SAVE OUR CANYONS
PO Box 112017

Salt Lake City UT 84147
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Mountain Lions Seen Protesting

Snowbird's Hidden Peak Structure

By Gavin Noyes

Anyone who attended Snowbird's Octoberfest

1 Ithis Fall probably noticed warning signs about

cougars also known as mountain lions or pumas in

the resort area A female lion with two grown kit

tens were sighted on several occasions around the

resort base The cougars at Snowbird were tracked

with hounds on three consecutive mornings but

rain aided in the cougars escape They have not

been sighted since which indicates they have
moved out of the Snowbird area Had they been

found the hounds would have chased them up a

tree where they would have been tranquilized and

relocated by the DWR A cougar's sentence changes
to death when they are found to be habituating to

human environments by eating garbage or preying
on domestic animals

Cougars should not be feared but rather un
derstood Cougars usually avoid humans unless

their food source makes this impossible Cou
gars prey on other animals so if ski resorts are at

tracting deer populations or over-encouraging bea
ver populations in heavily used areas they are much
more likely to have cougar conflicts

Despite common perceptions hounds and tran

quilizer guns are not the best way to manage local

cougar populations The resort needs to ask the

question what could be attracting the cougars to the

Snowbird base area Could it be those tasty-looking

fat marmots hopping around the Cliff Lodge that

were being fed by the tourists all summer
Were unusually large numbers of people losing

their bratwurst sandwiches around the resort

Or perhaps cougars have discovered how
much fun Octoberfest can be the hot dogs and
beers that is not the hounds and guns

In all seriousness though almost all human
conflicts with cougars could be avoided by under

standing what attracts these felines Mike
Bodenchuk of Wildlife Services put it simply Cou
gar problems are caused by people problems

Cougar attacks on adult humans are extremely

rare one needs to be more careful with children
To find out more about cougars go to the SOC web
site

httl2www saveourcanyons oti

and click on Wildlife where you will find Living
with Cougars and Black Bears

Save Our Canyons works toward keeping fur

ther urban impacts out of the Wasatch moun
tains the cougars are yet another reason to add

to our list

Save Our Canyons
Engine That Works

Ever wonder what keeps Save Our Canyons
functioning

dedicated group of volunteers

dynamic and committed Board of Trustees
And SOC's staft Gavin Noyes

The photos at left taken by Alexis Kelner

capture Gavin's morning ritual of waking up
building up steam and doggedly charging
into the dailyfray
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Status Of The Hidden Peak Lawsuit

Many people have asked about the Save Our Can
yons Hidden Peak Decision lawsuit which is cur

rently absorbing much of SOC's time and resources

Here is a rough description of the present situa

tion On May 3 2000 Save Our Canyons the Wa
satch Mountain Club and two individuals filed a

Judicial Complaint in the United States District

Court of Utah Central Division The complaint was

prepared by Joro Walker of the Land and Water

Fund of the Rockies with the help of many Save Our

Canyons volunteers and trustees most especially
Bill Thompson

On May 30 2000 we filed a Memorandum in op
position to Snowbird Inc s motion to intervene in

this case Federal judge Dee Benson allowed Snow
bird to intervene Recently five Save Our Canyons

members and trustees finished plowing through the

12000 gasp pages of the Administrative Record

associated with this case The case might be heard in

court on March 21 2000
Save Our Canyons still faces many expenses to

cover the cost of these actions Public response to

our appeals for help on this case has been splendid
but we will need more money to pursue it to the

very end If you can help send a contribution to

SAVE OUR CANYONS
PO BOX 112017

SALT LAKE CITY UT 84147

The following quotations are just a few of very

many gleaned from the 12000 page Adm Record

GERRISH WILLIS Pleasant Grove Ranger USFS email to Steve Dodds Land Surveyor USFS
The FS wants this deal to be completely clean and above board as it is high visibility
SOC COMMENT This communication refers to the Mineral Basin land exchange that was so high
visibility that documentation from Wasatch and Uinta National Forest headquarters did not fall into

the public's hands until almost one year after it was completed The important thing here is that the FS

recognized what a contentious issue this could be Perhaps that is why nobody took the burden on
their shoulders of informing anyone in the public

GERRISH WILLIS to Steve Dodds in same e-mail

Would it be ethical to use the BLM record knowing that their figures donj jive with what is on the

ground
SOC COMMENT This was part of a discussion which resulted in using the antiquated BLM records

rather than the data gathered by Snowbird through a detailed on the ground survey

MIKE SIEG District Ranger Salt Lake Ranger District USFS
What is purpose and need for Hidden Peak structure

AL SOUCIE USFS referring to Snowbird's Mineral Basin ski lift

Would Snowbird go ahead with lifts before MDP EIS Master Development Plan Environmental

Impact Statement process done
BOB BONAR President Snowbird No
SOC COMMENT The lift was built notwithstanding Bob Bonar's assurance to the Forest Service

BERNIE WEINGART Forest Supervisor WCNF
this allows us to tweak proposal without public input

ROB CRUZ'S USFS day-planner entry regarding a meeting between Forest Service and Snowbird

I recommended that they call SOC and Utah County as a minimum to complete scoping for this

proposal
SOC COMMENT Great Idea Rob We wish your USFS superiors had followed your recommendation

NEIL ARTZ 3 rd party conslultant to USFS From July 29 1999 letter toSL District Ranger Dan firon

Having this letter go public would will complicate immeasurably other Forest Service projects and
other agencies activities once SCIC for example gets a hold of it
SOC COMMENT No comment
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AA4 The Salt Lake Tribune OPINK

Get Involved to Save Our Canyon
BY GAVIN NOYES

Save Our Canyons has been fighting for the pro
tection of the mountains and canyons surrounding

Salt Lake City for the past 28 years From the begin

ning our mission has been the protection of the wild

life beauty and the watershed that the people of Salt

Lake depend on for their health and well-being
The opening of Snowbird Ski Resort along with its

plans for tramways accessing satellite villages

throughout the Wasatch led to the founding of Save

Our Canyons in 1972 The founders and directors re
main as committed as ever to flighting the proposals

which threaten the future integrity of the Wasatch
The players have not changed much over the past

three decades Ski resorts such as Snowbird Snowba
sin and Solitude continue to push plans which will

bring more urbanization and city problems into the

mountain environment
The Forest Service continues to look at each pro

posed project too much in isolation of the cumulative

impacts all of the development that has been going on
and to try to help the ski resorts become four season

resorts by faciliating new and expanded facilities

especially to attract out of state visitors and land de

velopment
Salt Lake County has faded to implement the Can

yon Master Plan as full v as it could using its discre

tion to allow growth rather than trying to curtail it

Salt Lake City Public Utilities is the single govern
ment entity that is willing to take a stand against de

velopers but their concern is limited to clean water

Diggings and Doings in Albion Basin

8

Water is one of the most important resources that the

Save Our Canyons fights to protect Big and Little Wa
Cottonwood Canyons are protected watersheds which th

supply water to approximately 500 000 valley resi U the

dents In these same watersheds there are approxi exp

mately 500 cabin and home sites four ski resorts and 1 the

as many as 33 million vehicles that drive up the can 11

yons each year 1997 USFS estimates which include spr
Millcreek Canyon There are additionally as many inty

as 500 privately owned lots which are not currently cur
buildable because they have no water rights the

On Aug16 water quality and canyon protection re qui
ceived blows as a result of development accidents and sib

irresponsible canyon users At 3 30 in the afternoon a onl

property owner digging a foundation for a new cabin but

had a bulldozer fall off its trailer into a tributary of Big wh
Cottonwood Creek leaking as much as 40 gallons of wat

diesel fuel Most of the toxic fuel was contained and
r

removed by the cleanup crew However some escaped cati

into the stream At Solitude earlier in the day con owr
struction equipment cut the 10-inch sewage main that hea

runs down the canyon in half resulting in another shc

emergency cleanup effort Later in the evening a fire ma
ignited next to a teepee across from Brighton burning of t

approximately 15 trees haN

Aug 16 was not a typical day but this highlights Cot

some of the problems that can occur in the mountains Z

Disregarding the loss of habitat and beauty that results prc
with each new development in this natural setting cou

water alone is justification for putting more protec ber

tive measures in place in these canyons cou

Development threats will continue as long as de rep

velopers and ski resorts have the power to muscle Evt

Solitude E
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JOHNJOHNSON
Joins Save Our Canyons

oard of Trustees

John Johnson recently joined the

Save Our Canyons Board of

Trustees He's replacing Susan

Ash who moved to Oregon

John Johnson was born and

raised in Minnesota He attended

Minnesota's St Cloud State Col

lege where he received degrees

in mathematics and chemistry in

1970
After college he became a

teacher in elementary and secon

dary schools 2 yrs teaching 6 th

grade 1 yr 9 th grade mathemat
ics I yr high school math and

chemistry He also taught college

chemistry for two years

Johnson spent a year in Salt

Lake as an Emergency Medical

Technician and worked as a re

search chemist at the University

of Utah for three years

In addition he has worked as

a river guide for ten years in

Utah Idaho and Arizona He

spent two winters guiding river

runners in South America

His hobbies include kayaking

back-country skiing canyoneer

ing and climbing He has

climbed in Peru Nepal and Yo
semite National Park

For the past twelve years he

has worked as a financial advisor

He was attracted to Save Our

Canyons by our usually strong

stands on Wasatch Front canyon

preservation and conservation

issues

John Johnson's expertise

business acumen and enthusi

asm is a welcome addition to our

Board of Trustees

Ski Area Environmental Scorecard

I
s Utah home of the most environmentally

friendly ski resort in the country
You may want to wait before buying your

season's pass
Over the last decade ski resort managers

throughout the country had learned that skiers

are sensitive to environmental issues When

planning their vacations many skiers choose

resorts that are mountain friendly Recognizing

the trend the National Ski Areas Association last

year developed an environmental charter to

guide resort managers in planning and

operations Gavin Noyes representing Save Our

Canyons attended a meeting of the ski area

association's steering committee He observed

that many major environmental impacts were

missing from the charter Other environmental

representatives to the committee shared his

concerns

Save Our Canyons has teamed up with

environmental groups throughout the west to rate

all major ski resorts on their environmental

performance over the last three years Under the

name of the Ski Area Citizen's Coalition

Colorado Wild Save Our Canyons the Crystal

Conservation Coalition the Greater Yellowstone

Coalition and the Friends of the Inyo have put
more than 6 months of work into this major

endeavor
Are Utah resorts excited Hardly after

agreeing to a set of environmental principles last

June these same resorts are unwilling to share

their environmental management practices with

the public

I
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University of Utah geology Prof Bill Parry

describes the effects

of lithosphere plate convergence

on the geology of upper

Little Cottonwood Canyon

SOC's Geology Hike
The autumn Geology Hike led by Prof Bill

Parry was a great success Look for more

similar SOC activities in the future

Susan Ash Photos by Alexis Kelner

And Gavin Noyes

Bill and Gayle Party
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Save Our Canyons Geology Hike

participants pausefor lunch andphoto
at the Prince of Wales tnine

Gavin Noyes practicdes meshing
with Forest Service bureaucracy
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
From time to time environmental

organizations trade membership lists in

an effort to bring their groups to the

attention of a group of interested people
and to strengthen both groups With SOC
this has happened rarely but has proved
to be a useful way to build membership
If you would like to exclude your name
from any such list exchange please let us

know by mail by calling 801 363-SAVE

or email at info saveourcanyons org

SUSAN ASH Good luck in Oregon
and thanks for your tremendous

contributions to Utah through your hard

work knowledge savvy and energy
Save Our Canyons isn't the only group
who is sorry to see you leave

THANKS TO Maria Cranor Gale and
Ann Dick Lynn de Freitas Naomi
Franklin Phyllis Geldzahler Harriet and

Raymond Gesteland Chauncey and

Emily Hall Bryan Larsen Ron Younger
for their generous donations in

connection with this fundraiser Other

major contributors recently have included

Brooke Hopkins and John Johnson about
whom see more elsewhere in this

Newsletter
EXTRAORDINARY PLEDGE We have

recently received an extraordinary pledge
from donors who were former residents

of Salt Lake City and value the Wasatch

Mountains enormously More about this

wonderful gift and the donors in a future

Newsletter

WE 111

MISit the Save Our Canyons Website

http wwwsaveourcanyons org

Wild Oats

Next time you are in one of the Wild Oats stores

either in Sugar House or on 4th South
thank them for their donation of goodies for our joint fundraising party

with the Land and Water Fund of the Rockies

Support from local businesses to improve their communities

is heartwarming and most welcome

14
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SAVE OUR CANYONS NEEDS YOU TO BECOME A MEMBER

The Citizens Committee to SAVE OUR CANYONS wasfounded in 1972 as a non-profit

organization dedicated to protecting the beauty and wildness of the Wasatch canyons mountains and

foothills SAVE OUR CANYONS is a 501c3 organization your donation is tax deductible

Yes I want to join SAVE OUR CANYONS

Enclosed is my check made out to SAVE OUR CANYONS

F Annual Membership 35
Student Membership 15
Voluntary Contribution

NAME
Mail To

ADDRESS
SAVE OUR CANYONS

CITY STATE PO Box 112017

Salt Lake City UT 84147TELEPHONE
Phone 539-5333

EMAIL

http wwwsaveoureanyons org

CITIZENS'COMMITTEE TO
SAVE OUR CANYONS
PO Box 112017

Salt Lake City UT 84147

infosaveourcanyons org
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