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THANKS THANKS11HANKS

Charitable Contributions

and
SOC's FundRaising Campaign

During November and December Save Our Canyons asked its

members if they would make a charitable donation The
results were gratifying A great big thanks to all of you who
chose to help finance the work of Save Our Canyons fori this

next year

You should know that ALL funds are used to support the

environmental programs Save Our Canyons has no paid
staff SOC is an all-volunteer grass-roots organization When
meetings are required that require a meal they are NOT paid
for with SOC funds

We're also pleased to acknowledge three donations from
the business community Patagonia has a corporate program
which recognizes the benefits of the activities in which we're

involved and they have donated a sizeable amount
Xmission Inc provides Save Our Canyons with free E

Mail services as part of their charitable contributions

program
Help-U-Copy in Sandy has given us discounted rates for

our printing requirements
We acknowledge and thank these three organizations

and recommend them to you Patagonia Outlet is located at
3267 Highland Drive 466-2226 Xmission Inc s business
office is at 51 East 400 South 539-0852 Help-U-Copy is

owned and managed by Mr Bigdeloo and is located at 2133
East 9400 South in Sandy 943-4009

Many thanks to these three companies and all of our
membersEl



THE PRESIDENT'S CORNER

New Challenges for 1999
By GALE DICK President

Citizens Committe'e to SAVE OUR CANYONS

One of the many challenges volunteer

organizations must face is the necessity of

constant renewal Save Our Canyons

always needs new people to help with our

work new ideas to make us more

effective new challenges to interest new

and old hands alike

There has been much renewal in recent

months The Snowbird Draft

Environmental Impact Statement's release

and comment period raised a great

outpouring of public concern and a great

rolling up of sleeves You can read about

this further along in this newsletter All

that energy and expertise has been

exciting and invigorating A number of

those volunteers have stuck around

getting involved in more of our projects

It has been the same story with a

number new contributors stepping

forward to help with study and

commentary on the Draft Environmental

Impact Statement for the Brighton Resort

Besides providing vital ideas and careful

criticism these fresh troops seem to have

been enjoying themselves as well

Welcome great new volunteers

Worries about threats to our fantastic

back-country recreational terrain about

our watershed about urbanization of the

canyons and mountains have never been

more urgent or dramatic Utah voters are

worried as never before about the often

unplanned growth of our communities

Nowhere are the problems more starkly

evident than in the Wasatch mountains

and canyons The scandals surrounding

Salt Lake's Olympic bid process have

produced a general sense of dread related

to rampant promotion of tourism

Worry is the way our brains tell us to do

something positive Save Our Canyons is

trying to do something positive to preserve

mountain terrain that is precious to all of

us Tremendous opportunities are coming

up soon The Wasatch-Cache National

Forest's Forest Management Plan that will

govern the use of national forest lands for

years to come is soon to be renewed

Participate in this process so that your

voice will count Rumors are flying about

other wonderful opportunities to solve

public land conflicts in an

environmentally friendly way Get

involved

We'll try to help you to be a part of

these important actions Call 363-SAVE

Tell us what you are interested in what

you think you can contribute to our work
We welcome your ideas and your time

Listen to the Save Our Canyons radio program

THE SAVE OUR CANYONS REPORT
Thirty Minutes of Lively Conversation with the Key Players

in Utah's Environmental Arena

KRCL 91 FM
1230 100 pm

On the Second and Fourth Thursdays of each month
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Changes on the SOC Board

Save Our Canyons has a seven person board of

trustees Participating as a board member
requires a lot of time and dedication from people

who are all volunteers with busy lives of their

own From time to time we have to bid regretful

goodbyes to people who have made many major

contributions to our programs Steve Lewis and

Jeff Streba have recently resigned from the

board We thank them both for their many ideas

and their abundant-hard work We're sorry to see

them go but will continue to benefit from what

they have given to our causes and to our

organization

Replacing them will be Gayle Parry and Tom
Stephens Both have already been deeply

involved with Save Our Canyons and we welcome
them both

Tom Stephens writes

A resident of Utah for the past thirty

three years I graduated from the

University of Utah with a degree in

economics from the School of Business

Administration and have been in an

insurance broker for the past seventeen

years specializing in property and

casualty insurance programs for

businesses I have been actively involved

in all facets of outdoor activities here in

Utah and am intimately familiar with the

Wasatch Mountains

The Wasatch Mountain range is under

constant pressure frof1i'a growing human
population comnie'rcial and residential

interests We owe a huge debt of gratitude

to the conservation 6fforts of many people

both private individuals and public land

managers for theirefforts to protect this

beautiful area up to this point in time But

it is a continuing battle asdevelopment

pressure continues to build in intensity I

feel a responsibility to do my share in the

effort to halt or minimize the negative

impacts on the Wasatch

Gayle Parry

Gayle Parry is a homemaker and tutor of

elementary age children She has a Bachelor of

Science Degree in Elementary Education and has

taught in the Salt Lake City School District She was
a former president of the Salt Lake County
Substitute Teachers Ass ociation The Wasatch

Mountains have been a primary focus in her life since

childhood Gayle is an avid hiker and amateur

botanist She enjoys both alpine and cross country

skiing camping and backpacking Preserving

undeveloped space and controlling development in

the canyons has become an important priority in her

life

Gayle Parry serves on the Women's Legislative

Council She handles our phone at 363-SAVE
and has agreed to help us develop more
volunteers from among our members for the

many tasks ahead of us0

Come to the Party

The Save Our Canyons Winter Meeting
700 pm on Thursday March 4 1999

In the new meeting room at REFRecreational Equipment Inc
3285 East 3300 South Salt Lake City Utah

The meeting is Free to the public
A Short riveting slide show and updates on hot issues

facing Wasatch Front canyons will be presented

Refreshments and Socializing Join us and get involved

For information contact

Joyce Maughan 801359-5900
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Snow Basin and the base area of the Snowbasin Resort

The Continuing Saga of Snow Basin

OGDEN VALLEY'S SNOWBASIN SKI AREA UPDATE
by Ron Younger

Reportedly the facilities needed for the men's

and women's downhill and Super G events for

the 2002 Winter Olympic Games are now on

construction schedule after a late spring start

due to wet conditions

A new 46 KV elec trical transmission line

was completed in September using the

existing right-of-way from Ogden Canyon to

meet expected future power needs Trenching

was used to install electrical cables
communication lines and snowmaking
pipelines underground on the mountainside
Most of the construction during 1998 has by

design focused on infrastructure facilities and
the four new lifts

Ski Lifts

Four new ski lifts were put in place during
1998 1 John Paul a high-speed four

occupant detachable chair-lift that starts at

the base 2 the Middlebowl Express Gondola

eight occupants per car will carry skiers

from the base to the top 3 Strawberry

Express Gondola 8 occupant cabins will

open new terrain in the Strawber ry Bowl

area and 4 the Olympic Tram will be used

to take racers to the top of the men's downhill

race course near the top of Mt Allen

The two new g9ndola lifts are part of the

estimated 20 million being spent on

improvements during the 1998 construction

season

Snowbasin-Trappers Loop Connector
After a year of intensive field

investigations and discussions the Snowbasin

Access Road Partnering Team with
representatives from the Forest Service

UDOT Morgan and Weber Counties Sierra

Club Save Our Canyons Snowbasin SLOC
and a consulting team led by the Sear-Brown

Group now has recommended the upper
alignment alternative for the new access road

from Trappers Loop This connector road will



join the existing Trappers Loop road near the

MorganWeber county line and connect with

SR-226 at the upper Snowbasin Ski Area

parking lot This preferred route will cross the

Bear Wallow slide with the least road risk and
harm to the wetlands

The partnering team examined several

road route alternatives and considered many
issues such as terrain wildlife geology water

quality wetlands visual impacts travel safety

and resort needs The team is expected to

continue throughout the design and
construction phases of the project

Federal funding to the tune of 15 million

was allotted for the prpject This was a Federal

contribution to the 2062 Winter Olympics

Land Exchange Update

The 1996 Omnibus Parks and Public Lands

Management Act included provisions for the

exchange of approximately 1320 acres of

public lands at the base of the Snowbasin Ski

Area for private land parcels scattered around

Weber County The land-swap was requested

by Sun Valley owners of Snowbasin Ski

SNOW BASIN

SOC Trustee Ron Younger is a Key Player

Ron Younger one of Save

Our Canyons Directors

and Jock Glidden Chair of

the Ogden Sierra Club

spent hundreds of hours

during 1998 on the task

force that evaluated the

alternatives for the Access

Road to Snowbasin from

the Trappers Loop Road
At the beginning of the

process to select the road

alignment Ms Diane

Conrad SLOC

Environmental Director

insisted that UDOT and
the Forest Service perform

an environmental review

of the effects of a new
road Although Rep
Hansen's enabling Act

exempted the road from

environmental reviews by

the EPAand the Corps of

Engineers she wanted as

full a review as possible to

be conducted outside the

scope of NEPA UDOT

contracted with the Sear
Brown Group a SLC
Consulting Company to

perform the review which

ensured that the selection

process would beenviron

mentally friendly
Both Ron and Jock

were asked to represent
the environmental

community on the Task
Force assembled by Sear
Brown Many thanks'to

them for a job well done 0

Area to facilitate development of Snowbasin

into a year-round recreation real-estate

complex including golf course lodges private

homes winter sports condominiums and
restaurants

The 1996 legislation decreed that the land

exchange be of equal value as determined by

accepted appraisal standards and the public

and private landsbe appra'ised at 1996 prices
The land exchange bill also waived further

environmental review s6f the trade and seem
to exempt it-from'legal appeals over appraisal

procedures and valuation

The appraisal process has been proceeding

slowly and with little ublic disclosure ofp 1

actions and events Previous Freedom of

Information Act requests by news media and

others to the Forest Service have not resulted

in the release of new information A Denver

based fee appraisal company has been hired

by Sun Valley from a list provided by the

Forest Service The field appraisal field work

is in progress and may have been completed
we just don't know Q
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PROJECT OF FRIENDS OF ALTA

Alta Memorial Park Proposed
by Alexis Kelner and Wes Odell

Save Our Canyons was asked by the Friends of

Alta to evaluate a proposal to create a small

Memorial Park on Alta Lifts Company Permit

terrain alongside the upper road to Albion Basin
The memorial would honor several individuals

who in many ways are responsible for Alta

being the way it is

On January 12th Alexis Kelner and Wes Odell

visited the proposed site Based on our

observations a review of the site plan and

discussion with Ms Jody Schrontz of the Friends

of Alta we recommended to the Save Our

Canyons board of directors organizational

endorsement of the project and that SOC goes on
record with the Forest Service as supporting the

interpretive site as define

The area to be used is small The only
11construction will be the laying of gravel for a 3
4 car pull-out A gravel path will be placed in

the Park No vegetation or wetlands will be
disturbed Some small firs will most likely be

planted Some granite benches will be

constructed and placed unobtrusively A small

granite wall less than 3 ft high will be

Jody Schrontz from Friends ofAlta

and Wes Odell of Save Our Canyons
visit site ofproposed memorial

constructed on the site on which the names of

Alta's pioneers will be placed

Some of the honorees
Mayor George Watson who deeded much

mining land at Alta to the Forest Service for use

as a public ski recreation area Joe Quinney one
of the original founders of the company that

operates Alta's lifts mostly for the benefit of Salt

Lake area skiers Fred Speyer the Austrian

engineer who built from old mining tramways
Alta's first ski lifts and managed the area for

several decades Alf Engen who ran the Engen
Ski School and contributed much to popularizing

skiing and Chic Morton who supervised the ski

operation during the 70's and 80's Several other

individuals may also be honored

Security and safety of the site will be handled

by the Town Marshall The Town of Alta

supports the project At the last SOC Board

meeting those attending also endorsed the

project Since the land is owned by the Forest

Service a Scoping document meeting will be

prepared this Spring as part of the NEPA review

process 0



IMPORTANT LITIGATION

Save Our Canyons vs US Forest Servi ce

Save Our Canyons is still pursuing its lawsuit

against thelorest Service in connection with its

assessment of Alta Ski Lift Company's plans in

Albion Basin Save Our Canyons has long

objected to plans for blasting trenching and

logging in Albion Basin and these concerns

have in recent years led to an upsurge of

public participation in the NEPA-mandated
decision making process NEPA stands for the

National Environmental Policy Act of 1969
Many of you have written letters attended

presentations and site visits called Forest

Service officials and written for publication

Thanks for all the good work
You and we of SOC contributed our

comments Save Our Canyons pursued the

administrative appeal process and now we are

about to appear inJederal court At the

initiative of the Alta Ski Lift Company we tried

hard to reach a settlement with them spending

many hours in conv-dr sation over maps and

photos Unfortunatel these efforts just didn't
3

Y
work out and the SOC board was unable to

accept the condition
V

s of the proposed

settlement This longv drawn-out drama is

reaching one of its end act curtains

We could never have gotten here without the

tremendous help and very hard work of Joro

Walker of the Utah offid'e of the Land and Water

Fund of the Rockies And we could never have

mounted this challenge without the support of

our contributing members Thank you one and

all Q

Lawsuit Over Water for Homes in Albion Basin

About a year ago Federal Judge Bruce Jenkins

ruled that the Town of Alta was not obligated to

issue bu ilding permits or extend water service to

a family which bought four lots in Albion Basin

with the expectation of building family homes or

other recreational structures there

The family Haiks appealed Judge Jenkins

ruling to the Federal Appeals Court in Denver

A hearing was held there in late January
This is a Landmark case with respect to the

preservation of Albion Basin If the Haiks

prevail Albion Basin will be opened to much

new housing and luxury home development

Individuals who attended the hearing report

that things went well for the Town of Alta and

Salt Lake City's public utilities department

Many Thanks go to the Town of Alta and to

Salt Lake City's Dept of Public Utilities for the

legal defense

At press time the Court had not announced its

verdict 0
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Save Our Canyons'participants spouses and friends celebrate completion

to the Forest Service's Snowbird Draft Environmental Impact Stc

Save Our Canyons Heroes and Heroines

DISSECTING THE SNOWBIRD D
Snowbird's development plans have

provoked tremendous public response
The Salt Lake Ranger District received

836 letters an unprecedented number
Hot button items include a huge 78000
square foot structure bigger than most

supermarkets at the tram terminal on

the top of Hidden Peak It would contain

a restaurant bar retail stores and a

conference center a sort of supermall
Also controversial is a proposed new lift

providing access by downhill skier

patrons to the precious and embattled

back-country terrain of White Pine

Canyon as well as the acquisition of

public Forest Service lands in Scottie's

Bowl and Mineral Basin to be included in

the Snowbird resort permit area Every

year we lose more of the dwindling and
much-used back country Time to stop

A group of more than 20 volunteers

swung into action to produce a Save Our

Canyons response to the Draft

Environmental Impact Statement This

multi-disciplinary and variously talented

group produced an extraordinary

document raising many questions about

Snowbird's proposals and their impact on
the environment and patterns of

recreation You can read this SOC
response on-line at

http saveourcanyons org

1
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On January 26 199 9 Save Our Canyons
submitted its comments in response to

the Forest Service's Brighton Ski Area

Draft Environmental Impact Statement
The major issues discussed by SOC's

analysts involved ski area parking

canyon and ski area traffic water

availability in the area and the effect of

ski area modifications will have on Big

Cottonwood Canyon's waterquality

In the DEIS the Forest Service

attempts to change the methodology used

to calculate SAOT Skiers At On e Time
a critical parameter used to define a

comfortable carrying capacity for ski

use of the area

Many Thanks to all the volunteers

who helped in preparing Save Our

Canyons responses 0

pletio'n of SOC's response

ripact Statement

oines

ID DEI S
Honor Roll

The honor roll of these volunteers

includes Bryan Allen Susan Ash Randy
Brown Dave Carrier Gale Dick Suzie

Ellison David George Joyce Maughan
John McNeil Gavin Noyes Wes Odell

Marge Odell Kevin Parisot Gayle Parry
William Parry Betty Roman Robert

Roman Allen Sanderson Jennifer Spinti

Tom Stephens William Thompson Ann
Wechsler and several others Special

thanks is due to Bill Thompson who
undertook the non-trivial task of

combining many contributions into a

single organized document El

Solitude DEIS

In the next few weeks perhaps even

days the Forest Service will be eleasing
to the public the Draft Environmental

Impact Statement for the Solitude Ski

Area
Members of Save Our Canyons are

urged to participate in the process by

reading the DEIS and making their views

known to the Forest Service before the

specified deadline

If you are not on the list to receive a

copy you can request the Salt Lake
District Ranger s office to mail you one
Call 943-1794 to get on their mailing list

there is no charge for the document CI

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Save Our Canyons needs lots of

volunteers to help in various

organizational functions This is

your way to help
SAVE OUR CANYONS

CONTACT
Gayle Parry at277-4124



ROADLESS INVENTORY IN THE NATIONAL FOREST'S

Most of us are aware of the activities of

Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance and the

Utah Wilderness Coalition to identify and
create additional Wilderness on Bureau of

Land Management lands in Utah Those

activities DO NOT address the lands

controlled by the US Forest Service Here's

an update
Periodically eac hNational Forest there

are six in Utah is required to complete a
roadless inventory of their lands in order to

identify the land that qualifies as roadless

We won't go into the definition or discussion

of roadless here After the inventory certain

decisions may be made that would classify

some or all of those lands as being qualified
for wilderness primitive and several other

categories At least two other organizations
are now performing their own roadless

inventories One of them is the Wild Utah
Forest Campaign The other is an off-road

motorized recreation group At the January
Wasatch Front Forum which Save Our
Canyons sponsors representatives of WUFC
and the motorized groups met and explained
their positions For more details on this

Forum see another article in this newsletter

At this time two of the six national forests

have or will soon have completed their

inventories the Wasatch-Cache and the

Uinta National Forests Therefore the time

to take action is now
Of particular interest to Save Our

Canyons are the roadless areas in these two
forests in or adjacent to the Wasatch Front

Canyons because we would like to see those

areas that qualify be added to the existing

Wilderness Areas Lone Peak Twin Peaks
Mt Olympus Timpanogos and Mt Nebo
Wilderness Areas White Pine Canyon was
originally included in the Lone Peak
Wilderness Area boundary in 1985 but

unfortunately commercial interests were
successful in lobbying to have the Utah
Congressional delegation excise it from the

bill creating the Lone Peak Wilderness
I We strongly believe White Pine Canyon

deserves Wilderness status In order to focus

all interests SOC's role is to support the

Wild Utah Forest Campaign's efforts If any
of our members would like to join the

committee working on this project please
contact us at 363 SAVEC

GRANITE WATER FLUME

The replacement of the wooden water flume in

the lower part of Big Cottonwood Canyon has

almost been completed by Pacificorp The steel

pipe was placed in theroad and shoulder during
the Fall of 1998 Remaining to be completed is

the removal of the rest of the'wooden flume
from the hillside This is scheduled for Summer
1999 J

As you may recall Save Our Canyons was
actively involved with the Forest Service in their

Environmental Assessment and the

identification and selection of the new pipeline

alignment Rejected alternatives included the

crossing of the Creek twice placing part of the

pipe in the creek bed placing part of the pipe in

theadjacent Picnic areas and creating a new
wider thirty foot shelf on the canyon hillside

for the steel pipe

When driving up Big Cottonwood Canyon
you may observe the scar in the asphalt where
the new pipe was buried We felt that this

roadside alignment was the least intrusive into
the canyon and its riparian zones We hope you
agree

Thanks to the Salt Lake Ranger District and

Pacificorp for agreeing on this least intrusive

solution0

10



THE LONG DRAWN-OUT SAGA CONTINUES

HELICOPTER SKIING IN THE WASATCH
By ALEXIS KELNER
Member SOC Board of Trustees

Wasatch Powderbird Guides WPG commenced

operations in the mid-1970's with the Forest

Service assuming the role of a kindly corporate

mentor to the fledgling enterprise Nearly thirty

years later the heli-ski operators have more
written complaints lodged against thm than

the combined complaints lodged against all

other permittees who conduct business on the

Wasatch-Cache National Forest

During the last decade as WPG accumulated

its demerits the local Wasatch canyons were

attracting ever increasing numbers of

backcountry recreationists Concerned users

soon began asking Forest officials how they
could justify allowing a very small and exclusive

group of heli-skiers to spoil and endanger the

back country recreational experiences of so

many
When the five year heli-ski Special Use

Permit came up for renewal in January 1991
forest officials initiated a mediation process to

resolve friction between back country skiers

and helil-ski operators During mediation use

patterns proposed by back country advocates

that would have assured both user groups
equal access to undisturbed terrain were
continually rejected by heli-ski officials

Leaders of a Girl Scout camp near Provo have
threatened to have heli-skiers arrested for

trespassing Wasatch Mountain State Park and
Provo City officials have complained of WPG's
unauthorized use of public roads for staging A canyon
landowner has complained of unwelcome landings on
his property Salt Lake resident Ellid ienatsch has
observed the WPG copter repeatedly spook a golden
eagle from its nesting site in Big of Cottonwood

Canyon The Forest Service has also reprimanded
WPG for unauthorized blasting of terrain outside of

their permit area

By 1997 according to a recent Salt Lake Tribune
article some 17000 tourer days were logged in the

nearby Wasatch compared to only 1400 heli-ski

days logged by WPG

After the failure of me'diation Forest officials

continued the permit renewal process
eventually granting the permit but including

some regulatory langdaige Responding to a

WPG appeal the Regional Forester relaxed

some of the measures and directed forest

personnel to ascertain b'a-ckcountry use

patterns and the extent of conflicts The results

two field surveys were made public in two

Winter Backcountry Us'e'r Surveys

Early in 1997 WPG officials contracted the

Forest Service to perform the Environmental

Assessment required for possible renewal of the

Permit Salt Lake District Ranger Mike Sieg

and his staff had wanted to make a decision that

would be eas to understand easy to monitor

fair to backcountry users and would be

11relevant to the situation'today WPG's ofi6ct

on wildlife primarily g6lden eagles public

safety and private property rights would be

subjects of analysis Proposed alternatives
officials stated would consider limits on the

number of helicopters used and or helicopter

days in certain circuits

WPG Pulls the Plug

As the Draft EA took shape WPG ordered

termination of all work They then appealed to

Forest Supervisor'Bernie Weingardt to issue a

temporary I year extension to the expired

permit He granted the extension under a

questionable some legal experts say clearly

illegal use of a Categorical Exclusion provision
in the rules book of the a ency9

During the public input phase scoping of

the aborted EA process issues of public safety

and resource damage surfaced necessitating

expansion of the EA to a more comprehensive

Environmental Impact Statement EIS
The summer of 1998 rolled by with no EA na

EIS And no permit for WPG Throughout that

year aiia on numerous public occasions Forest

Supervisor Weingardt had stated unequivocally



that no second temporary extension would be

granted by his office PERIOD The Supervisor
then informed Utah's Qong ession al delegation

of problems associated with th permit

WPG Appeals to the RegionaJ Forester

WPG's management appeal ed to the

Regional Forester RF for intervention on their

behalf The RF's office suggested that a second

permit extension would be appropriate if it

addressed issues that had surfaced during

scoping They also suggested t hat the EI8

process examine all aspects of heli-skiing in the

Wasatch including its discontinuation Then

they turned the matter over to Supervisor

Weingardt
Early in Augusti 1998 the Supervisor

informed WPG that a temporary permit could

be granted under specific conditions that

addressed safety terrain usage and private

property concerns voiced often by many forest

users With an I concur seven deputy
Regional Foresters endorsed the proposal

lRo Opposition from Save Our Canyons

The Save Our Canyons governing board

debated extensively the provisions contained in

the temporary permit and its propriety and
legality In the spirit of compromise the board

voted not to object to the proposal as presented
to WPG

WPG's owner responded that the conditions

were unacceptable and stated that unless they
were relaxed or eliminated there would be no

heli-skiing during the 1998-99 ski season WPG's
spokespersons blamed SAVE OUR CANYONS
for their dilemma and c ommenced a publicity

and lobbying campaign to convince Utah's

congressional delegation and other public
officials to intervene on their behalf Some did

Some didn't They then extended their appeals
to the Washington headquarters of the Forest

Service

PG Meets with SOC
Throughout the autumn of 1998 Forest

Supervisor Weingardt urged WPG's officials to

Meet directly with members of Save Our
Canyons board In mid-December WPG finall

I

y

contacted SOC for a meeting On Dec 21 W PG

I

12

representative Rusty Dassing met with Gale

Dick Alexis Kelner eihd Wes Odell and
outlined the three provisions WPG wanted
deleted from the permit

1 The no fly requirement on the 1st

and 3rd weekend primarily in the Tri

Canyons'area2 Two back-country safety-related
issues not landing above touring parties

and'pr6hibition of skiing above touring

parties
3 A private lands clause that would

require written permission of private

property owners before landing staging

rights could be granted

Removal of any of those prov'isi6ns would

virtually gufthe temporary permit On Dec 29

Save Our Canyons advised WPG and Forest

officials that any action by Save Our Canyons
at this time would have to be in the direction of

making the permit more restrictive rather than

less restrictive as you have requested

The Situation as It Stands Today
At press time the situation stands as follows

There is no heli-skiing in the Central Wasatch

Forest Supervisor Weingardt stands firm on his

proposal to VrPG W PG continues its appeals to

the Congressional delegation and the Forest

Service Chiefs office for backing The EIS
process is continuing at the Salt Lake Ranger
District's office Release of the Draft EIS was
scheduled for Feb 1 1999 As with the Snowbird

and Brighton Draft Environmental Impact
Statements the pool of Save Our Canyons
volunteers will perform an analysis and
response and will in all likelihood insi st on
inclusion of an environment and back-country
user friendly citizens alternative All

members of SOC will be notified and reminded

of the need for their individual responses A 45

day public comment period will follow A
Record of Decision will be issuedat the end of

August

Unless all back-country users

participate in the EISpermit process there

may be 5 more years of unrestrained heli

skiing in the local canyons 0



Save Our Canyons PerspectiYes
On Helicopter Skiing In The Wasatch

This is a brief summary of some of the recommendations

SOC has made to the Forest Service in the past

GOAL To eliminate or substantially reduce noise and user conflicts caused by

heli-ski activity and helicopter canyon overflights To balance heli-ski

activity with residential and commercial growth and ever increasing

dispersed winter back-country tse in the Central Wasatch

If the Forest Service chooses to continue heli-skiifig in the Wasatch SOC has

recommended the following conditions

Theheli ski concession will stage base fly or operate no Moke than one

commercial helicopter in the Central Wasatch at any time

Heli-skiing should not be permitted in the Central Wasatch onFriday
Saturday or Sunday These are days of the week with thegreatest potential for

conflict with other backcountry recreationists

9 Initiate a specific 40 calendar day cap limit for Central Wasatch heli-ski

operations with specific calendar day limitations for various zones and
drizinages The calendar day limit would replace the archaic and confusing skier day
concept of 2400 skier days per winter

0 Establish Millcreek Lambs and Snake Creek canyons as helifree areas

The heli-ski season in the Central Wasatch Would commence on Dec 15 and
end on March 15 with some exceptions in certain areas

Heli-ski'sloop bombing should be eliminated or greatly reduced

0 A rigidly-enforced safetycode should become part of the permit

Helicopter landings should not be permitted above backcountry users

on terrain below

Helicopter skiers should not be permitted to ski above other

backcountry users

Penaltiea for infractions should be initiated

0 The Forest Service should implement enforceable policies to protect golden
eagles and otherwildlife species froin heli-ski overflights by

oEstablishing yearTround no-flight'buffer zones in critical nesting areas

eTerminating heli-skiing in active nesting areas

0 Save Our Canyons supports the Forest Service's proposals to iequire written

permission of adjacent private property owners before stAgingha nding
rights could be granted the heli-ski permittee
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SAVE OUR CANYONSWEBSITE

If you haven't visited the Save Our Canyons
WEBSITE please do The address is

wwwsaveourcanyons org
Keeping the SOC web site up to date is an

enormous task It was originally created by
Tom Berggren SOC Vice President Several

people have worked on it bringing it to its

current state Today Joe Pierce is the WeV
Master all updates go through h im With as

many projects and issues there is no good cost

effective alternative f r distributing information

of interest to 0'11 members And other

environmental organizations
If you see a news article that you think is

appropriate to the SOC Mission please e-mail

Joe at

Infosaveo7 7aiyonsorg
Identify the publication and date and where

you believe the document should appear

Links

I
The web site has a section titled Links

We've identified as many OTHER websites as we
can that we bblieve to have similarmissions By
going to Links and clicking on one of the

entries you will quickly be taken to that other

organizeition's web site

When you click ori a news articl6 you will

most likely be taken directly to the article on
that media's-home page Once there you will

be able to move arouiid in it For example
when clicking on a Salt Lake Tribuhe article

you'll be taken directly to the Tribune's website

You can get back by clicking back

If you don't have INTERNET capability most

public libraries have it and will usually show

you how to access a web page0

Not Off The Grldille

A Now Approach to Forest Plapning

Save Our Canyons Suzie Ellison reports

that at the monthly Jan 26 no host
breakfast meeting with the Forest Service

on the topic of Uinta Mountains
management KAmas District Ranger
Jane Cottrell allud to the more general

topic of Wasat chXache Forest Plan
revisions

Cottrell stated that officials of the W-C
National Forest will be utilizing an

adaptive management strategy in their

approach to the development of the new
forest plan She stated that because

things are constantly changing and in

flux this adaptive strategy is preferred to

the previous method Of setting aplatifor

a certain number of years
This idea was met with disapproval by

most members of the group Time ran

out and the meeting had basically ended

at this point with no substantive

discussion of this ssue0

Ediiors Note Once a month officials of the Wasatch-Cache National
Forest onvene-a no-host breakfast that is open to the public and
attendZ regularly by members of Save Our Canyons and other green
groups and occasionally by representatives from Congressional offices

extraction industries and other user groups such as ORV hunting
riding etc

the meetings are held at Lambs Restaurant 167 S Main at

730 am'on the last Tuesday of each month Generally the meetings
consist of reports by forest officials Who concentrate on specific topics
Save Our Canyons works closely with the Forest Service to select topics

of current and general interest We will be reporting on these meetings
under the Hot Off the Griddle banner
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GUEST OPINION

NEPA PROCESS SHOULD SEE THE WHOLE PIE
NOT OPERATE PIECEMEAL
By JOYCE MAUGHAN

Joyce Maughan is a lawyer in private practice in Salt Lake City and serves

as a member of the Board of Trustees of Save Our Canyons She appreciates

the open dialogue that has been established between Save Our Canyons
and personnel of the Wasatch-Cache National Forest and with representatives

of the ski resorts

Should the Forest Service be

required to follow sound

management policy in fulfilling its

duty to protect Forest Service

lands In current local practice

under the National

Environmental Policy Act NEPA
the permit applications to the

Forest Service from the Alta

Brighton Snowbasin Snowbird
and Solitude ski resorts are each

subject to separate
Environmental Impact
Statements Those ski resorts

are subject to NEPA because they

operate on federal lands To

allow separate environmental

impact statements fragments the

NEPA analysis so that the right

hand does not know what the left

hand is doing Such a practice

flies in the face of well

established'principles of wise

land management
The body of law associated

with NEPA in 42 United States
Code Section 4332 requires
consideration of the cumulative

effects of impacts and not merely
functional integration of projects
The Programmatic
Environmental Impact Statement

PEIS is a NEPA tool to

accomplish this whole pie
analysis Permit applications of

ski resorts which operate on
federal lands should be subject to

a nationwide PEIS to determine

the cumulative impacts of all ski

resorts on federal lands

Further a PEIS for commercial

ski resorts is called for by the

federal program of Collaborative

Stewardship of federal lands At
a minimum there should be one

area-wide Environmental Impact

Statement to analyze all of the

Wasatch area ski resorts on

public land

Economic wisdom in managing

any group of lands which is

owned by one owner in this case
the federal government
mandates that any development

proposal in this case ski resort

development be evaluated with

all of the owner's lands in mind
Reasonable alternatives must be

considered For example a ski

company which owns and

operates ski resorts throughout
the United States will consider

all of its ski operation locations

and the nationwide ski market
in its construction and

development plans Private

stockholders would not tolerate

the Forest Service's practice of

fragmenting land management
Before issuing permits for

construction on or alteration of
Forest Service lands the Forest

Service should require a
nationwide market study of the

public's need for and the

reasonable alternatives to using
Forest Service lands Ski resorts

on private lands can handle

most if not all of the public's

need for commercial skiing The

needs assessment contemplated

could be handled by other

convention centers in downtown
Salt Lake or at ski resorts which

operate on private lands By

relying onski resorts on private
lands we can avoid chewing up
more Forest Service lands Before

granting permits to further

destroy Forest Service habitat to

make commercial skiing facilities

the Forest Service should first

determine whether the alleged

need could be met by ski resorts

on private lands such as Beaver

Mountain The Canyons Deer

Valley Nordic Valley Park City

Resort Powder Mountain and
Sundance

Although agencies may divide

projects among themselves the

responsibility to perform

comprehensive initial assessment

of impact is not'diminished by
limited proj ect definition

Likewise although various

regions of the US Forest Service

may be in charge of overseeing
individual ski resorts the federal

Forest Service the federal

Department of Agriculture and
the federal Bureau of Land
Management remain responsible
to perform comprehensive
assessment of the cumulative

impacts of and needs for and
alternatives to all ski resorts on

by NEPA is to be done in terms of the public lands as a whole

a systematic assessment of the Nationwi d assessment is the

public's needs not to focus on the best way to make well-reasoned

needs of the public are matters and efficient use of our public

which could be handled by lands No federal habitat should

private enterprise on private be carved up for ski development
lands For example the alleged or for ariy other development
need for a convention center on when private lands are available

top of Hidden Peak at Snowbird for the purpose in mind0
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SAVE OUR CANYONS needs you and yourfinancial contribution

The Citizens Committee to SAVE OUR CANYONS was founded in 1972 as a non-profit organization dedicated to the

preservation and protection of the Wasatcb canyons from excessive commercial development

SAVE OUR GANYONS is a 501 03 organization your donation is tax-deductible

The Citizens Committee is a volunteer-based operation Allfunds received are usedfor informational projects
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Yes lWant to join SAVE OUR CANYONS
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SAVE OUR CAJWONS
PO Box 58671

Salt Lake City UT 84158-0671

CITIZEN'S COMMITTEE TO

SAVE OUR CANYONS
F 0 BOX58671

SALT LAKE CITY UT 84158-0671
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El Organizing
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