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Important Public Hearing on July 13

On July 13 at 800 am a public hearing at the Salt Lake County

Planning Cornmission will address proposed changes in the

County's Foothill and Canyons Overlay Zone FCOZ ordinance

Representatives of some ski resorts are lobbying to relax some of

the regulations that pertain to mountain areas that we're all

trying so hard to protect from additional and often unnecessary
development

Members of Save Our Canyons have done everything possible
to convince County Planners not to relax provisions in the

ordinance

See pages 10-11 for a discussion of the issues and concerns voiced

by Save Our Canyons
8

Commission Chambers
North Building of the County Complex

2100 So State StCanyons Overlay Zone Ordinance 10
The Good The Bad and the Ugly-12

Forest Plan Revisions

Appear to be a Dark Mystery-14

Going the Egra Mile 14

ALEXIS KELNER Perennial Editor

Save Our Canyons Thanks the

following businesses and organizations

for their generous contributions

Environmental Support Center of

Washington DC

Financial Planner John Johnson CFP

Patagonia Outlet

ACTION ALERT 11

Public Open House on Helicopter Skiing on July 20

The Forest Service recently released the long-awaited Draft
Environmental Impact Statement DEIS on the permit renewal
for Wasatch Powderbird Guides The DEIS is available for public
review for 45 days The DEIS is available on the Forest Service's

website http wwwsed us wcnf

To help with citizen reviews the Forest Service will host an Open
House on July 20 between 600 pm and 830 pm at the

Whitemore Library
2197 E 7000 S

Save Our Canyons is preparing a publication on this issue Look

for it at your favorite outdoor recreation shop Call Gavin Noyes
539-5333 or Alexis Kelner 359-5387 for information on how
you can help resolve the controversial heli-ski issue



President's Message

It's Time For Utahns To Get Sensible About

Development Of New Ski Facilities
by Gale Dick and Gavin Noyes

We recently learned that ski resorts in

Utah are in the process of investing tens of

millions of dollars for new lifts condominiums

and land acquisition in a nationally stagnant
market The ski industry knows the locals

are unable to pay for these improvements and

are setting unattainable goals of bringing in a

preposterous 800000 additional skier days

from out-of-state residents next year There

has been no increase in the number of skier

days nationally over the last decade Utah has

done well in attracting 600000 of these skiers

over the past 12 years So how can the Utah
Ski Association rationally expect to get

800 000 next year
This expectation has the negative effect of

squeezing the locals out of an already

expensive market The Governor's Office of

Planning and Budget estimated that for every

1 increase in ticket prices resident skier

visits are reduced by 32730 in one season In

the case of the Cottonwood Canyon resorts

this exclusion is happening mostly on our

public lands In the past 10 years ski ticket

prices at these resorts have gone up by
between 56 percent and 112 percent while

the cost of living in Utah according to First

Security Bank has gone up by only 33

percent

Who is watching out for the public good and

putting a halt to this Not the administrators

of the land Snowbird Solitude and Brighton

are in the process of getting approval for their

master development plans for the next five to

10 years Alta has just received approval for

ski lift replacement and extension The
Wasatch-Cache National Forest supervisor

has a duty to comply with environmental laws

and regulations and public policy in favor

of environmental values The proposed plans

do not come close to complying with this goal
The cost the Forest Service is willing to

incur on behalf of the public is shocking when

one considers the meager economic and other

benefits of a few people that they use to

defend their actions The agency routinely

argues that development at one resort is

necessary to enable it to compete with

the development at other resorts They say
the public expects ski resorts to keep up with

the latest technology
The last time we checked the public was

under the impression that the Forest Service

was protecting their resources and not

handing them over to resort managers to

exploit for the skiing elite of the world All

the Cottonwood Canyon resorts are making
dramatic changes to the landscape with newer

and faster lifts more snowmaking tree

removal rock-blasting and new roads All of

this significantly impacts the wildlife and

water quality Erosion of steep slopes after

denuding the vegetation degrades our

drinking water A chemical additive used in

snowmaking called snowmax will be placed

before the Salt Lake County Commission in

May for use in all the canyon resorts The

specific effects of these impacts are unknown
and are said to be immeasurable in the fast

flowing canyon streams Wildlife is losing out
as their habitat is cleared and developed The
ski industry is not the only impact on our

canyons but they are the biggest presence
and have the most political might in

disregarding canyon and county ordinances

Snowbird has the most egregious plan
under consideration which makes all other

resorts feel as if they can ask for and receive

whatever they want The four-story 78000
square-foot convention center planned for the

top of Hidden Peak would be visible from the

valley This may appeal to

business executives and forest supervisors

who will be entertained at luncheons there
but that is no reason for this to be built on

public land The Forest Service is not casting



DANCES WITH DEVELOPERS

a sufficiently critical eye on Snowbird's plan

to drop into American Fork Canyon with two

new lifts This would be mostly on

private land but is completely dependent on

public lands for access It seems that in this

case the federal government should be

monitoring and making decisions over the

manner in which this land is developed or not

developed if need be
I

Kip Pitou from the Utah Ski Association

complains that Utah doesn't have enough

resort towns like Park City to peddle out of

state Snowbasin is building one due to a

controversial land swap but this is going to

take several years In the meantime Pitou

argues that ski resorts are dependent on real

estate to make up their investments Time
share units condominiums And expensive lots

this is how Deer Valley The Canyons
and Snowbasin all do it on their privately held

lands By contrast those in the Cottonwood

Canyons lie mostly or entirely on public

lands Do we want the land up the

Cottonwood Canyons to turn into mini-resorts

stacked with condos and shopping

particularly in our precious watershed in a

delicate mountain setting If not now is the

time to tell the Forest Service and the county
No

Salt Lake City is the biggest resort town in

the nation yet the ski industry still feels it is

necessary to cram as much money and

developm ent as they can into these sensitive

environments as if the state were completely

dependent upon it for its well-being

Generating only around 1 percent of Utah's

gross state product the ski industry is far

from driving the Utah economy The
ambitions of ski resorts on our public lands

are gradually excluding local skiers It is

time to stop building condos-where they do

not belong and stop spending money on what
skiers don't need And who knows in 20 years

or so we may be able to afford to ski again

reprinted by permission of the Salt Lake Tribune

Gale Dick is the President and Gavin Noyes is

the Administrative Assistant of Save Our CanyonsSki Resorts Must Attract More Skiers The
Salt Lake Tribune April 4 1999

Swing Your Partnerships
Round and Round

The Clinton Administration has worked hard

to bring national forest recreation into focus
We've made it a priority we're promoting it

we're marketing it and we're seeking partners

to help us help all Americans enjoy America's

Great Outdoors their national forests

JAMES R LYONS
Undersecretary for Natural Resources and
Environment US Department of Agriculture

discussing the administration's Recreation

Partnership Initiative Outdoor Recreation Week
June 8 1998

Scott Silver Executive Director of Oregon's
Wild Wilderness who has spent nearly 3 years

warning the public about the coming of

Industrial Strength Recreation received the

following example of the government's

ongoing attempts to commercialize and
privatize recreational opportunities on public
lands through a FOIA request The following

excerpts are from a document issued by the

Army Corps of Engineers entitled Recreation

Partnership Initiative

The intent of the initiative is to

encourage private development of public

recreational facilities such as marinas
hotelmotelrestaurant complexes
conference centers RV camping areas
golf courses theme parks and
entertainment areas with shops etc

The current schedule calls for the

Corps to issue leases for these private
sector developments during the winter or

early spring of the year 2000 1f the

initial offerings prove successful the

Corps plans to make additional

opportunities for private sector

development available at a later date

This information was exchanged in a forum hosted

by the Disney organization held at Disney World
and attended by dozens of high level

representatives of the American Government plus a
similar number of high level representatives of the
American Recreation Coalition and its member
corporations The forum was called PARTNERS
OUTDOORS



SnowMax In Your Coffee

SNOWMAX IN SNOWMAKING
by Wes Odell

Artificial snow is nice But naturally clean

drinking water is nicer

Some local ski resort managers are now
proposing using a substance known as

SnowMax to enhance their snowmaking
capabilities Save Our Canyons believes that

SnowMax should not be used on Salt Lake

City's watershed in Big and Little Cottonwood

Canyons Here's why
SnowMax is an additive sometimes used to

enhance the crystallization of snow when

temperatures are above 25 degrees F
Information obtained by Save Our Canyons
SOC indicates that SnowMax contains

nitrogen compounds phosphate arsenic

cadmium mercury selenium and a variety of

additional constituents including a strain of

the pseudomonas bacterium

Nitrogen compounds arsenic cadmium
mercury and selenium are known to

be hazardous to humans Recent studies show
arsenic ingestion is associated with cancer of

the skin kidney bladder liver lung and
other organs

Many effects of SnowMax remain unknown
and existing statutes governing the

maintenance of the purity of the water in

the Cottonwood Canyon Creeks the
watershed appear to prohibit its

use Compounds present in SnowMax should

give the City Council concern Insufficient data

are available on the effects and composition of

SnowMax to allow for its use in the Watershed

Plan

To the best of our knowledge only one
chemical analysis of SnowMax has been

provided to the SLC Department of Public

Utilities and that was provided through the

product's manufacturer SOC cautions against

using a single analysis of this material for

hazard evaluation Multiple analyses by

independent laboratories are usually

necessary

No indication of the total amount of SnowMax
which would be used in a year has been given

by the proponents of its use in the watershed

Therefore claims as to its harmlessness are

suspect

SnowMax in Big Cottonwood Creek
As stated in the Brighton Draft
Environmental Impact Statement DEIS
Big Cottonwood Creek above the canyon
mouth is designated by the State of Utah as

an anti-degradation segment under the Clean

Water Act Anti-degradation standards seek

to protect classified pristine waters from
water quality degradation No new point

sources treated or otherwise are allowed

to enter into designated streams or any
contributing drainage The following includes

an analysis of those activities and proposed

activities that will degrade the water flowing
into Big Cottonwood Creek and consequently
violate the Clean Water Act

It has been claimed that SnowMax would be

added to snowmaking water in very small

quantities Brighton DEIS p 3-99 so that

these constituents would be undetectable in

Big Cottonwood Canyon water using most
ordinary chemical analytical methods and

drinking water standards would not be

exceeded Nevertheless the chemical

constituents will pass through the water

treatment plant at the mouth of Big

Cottonwood Canyon and enter the drinking
water supply The stated fact that such

chemical constituents would be undetectable

is irrelevant They would be there The
health hazards posed by consumption of very
low quantities of arsenic etc are unknown

Will the heavy metals and bacteria
accumulate in Silver Lake and hence into the

fish What is the turnover of Silver Lake with

respect to mercury and arsenic

The proponents of the use of SnowMax
acknowledge that Big Cottonwood
Creek above the canyon mouth is designated

by the State as an anti-degradation segment
under the Clean Water Act Anti-degradation



standards seek to protect classified pristine

waters from water quality degradation No

new point sources treated or otherwise are

allowed to enter into designated streams or

any contributing drainage Acts of Congress

State laws and local ordinance further protect

Big Cottonwood water quality and quantity

SOC endorses the anti-degradation statutes

and urges the Council to not approve the use

of SnowMax because it would violate the

statutes

SnowMax in Little Cottonwood Creek

Plans to use SnowMax in Little Cottonwood

Creek totally ignore the Utah Administrative

Code's Anti-Degradation Policy Section

R317-2 and its imposed limitations We are

aware that an experimental usage has

been approved and is currently being

implemented by the Snowbird Resort We
have learned that the Department has found

higher pseudomonas counts in the stream

below fhe0nowbird test area compared with

t1T se tests above

No water quality degradation is allowable

which would interfere with or become

injurious to existing in-stream water uses

Snowmaking is not an approved beneficial

use of water

The Department knows that studies within the

last year point to the reason behind the virtual

lack of a viable native fishery in Little

Cottonwood Creek It is due to the high

concentration of heavy minerals in the Creek

More mineral addition will exacerbate the

existing problem

Essentially what the introduction of SnowMax
into the Little Cottonwood Creek Watershed
which is the ONLY Category one water in the

Salt Lake Valley would do is to allow

commercial-development-caused degradation

to the water which by Federal Law cannot be

degraded

Wes Odell is a Salt Lake area resident who is

actively involved in many statewide forest and public

lands issues He has been a frequent participant in

Save Our Canyons projects

Clean Water Anyone

Take Photos Lots of Photos

Charlie Condrat of the USFS recently

reported that there exists an EPA document

known as the Clean Water Action Plan This

document takes a broad watershed
approach which emphasizes collaboration of

Federal state tribal and local governments

to clean and protect water resources Nearly

800 million has been budgeted for clean

water action at the Federal level

The Utah Action Plan is a statewide

analysis which can be found on the State

Division of Water Quality website This

identifies the watersheds in Utah which are

most in need of restoration These were

generally located around population centers

Some watershed action groups have been

organized under the source protection

program There is a Little Cottonwood group
which has been trying to identify source

points of metals from mining impacts

All this sounds good but will it actually

result in cleaner water
Melissa Blackwell Public Information

Officer for the Wasatch-Cache National

Forest encouraged everyone to request

result reports after they have completed a

project Forest Supervisor Bernie Weingardt

suggested locals take pictures of impacts and

send them to the Forest Service with a report

on areas that are in substandard conditions

Then be sure to follow up Letters and

photos can be sent to

Bernie Weingardt Forest Supervisor
Wasatch-Cache National Forest

8236 Federal Building
125 S State Street

SLC UT 84138

Phone 801 524-3900



Snake Creek Canyon Update
by George Hansen

Last fall a 109 acre Big Four Mining
property in Upper Snake Creek Canyon was
finally purchased culminating over three

years of fundraising and negotiations with

the landowner The land was purchased

through a combination of funding from

private and public sources The selling

family also contributed significantly through
a substantial partial donation of the value of

the property
This purchase ensures that access to the

upper canyon will be guaranteed in

perpetuity as this was the last remaining
developable lot of record in the upper
canyon

The portions of the property through
which the access road crosses and on which
the potential building sites are located was
deeded to Wasatch Mountains State Park
with a perpetual easement granted to Utah
Open Lands

The heavily forested south facing slopes
were granted to the Forest Service and the

upland meadow habitat was granted to the

Snake Creek Preservation Society with an
easement to Utah Open Lands Save Our
Canyons through attorney Tom Berggren

Networking

AVembers of SAVE OUR
FANYONS discuss Wasatch

rest issues with

lepresentatives of other local

jinvironmental
III

Irganizations
Left to right

I

r7avin Noyes Save Our

Eanyons
Jim Catlin Wild

Vtah Project Gale Dick

Pave Our Canyons Susan
I

5weigert Wasatch Mountain

I

1lub and Robert Dougherty
Sierra Club

Sell

was most instrumental in providing the legal
services for this complex transaction

New Trailhead Coming

Lower in the canyon at the end of the paved
road an agreement has been reached

between Wasatch Mtn State Park and the

landowner who controls the trailhead and
the surrounding 320 acres Through a small

land swap the landowner and State Park
will work together to move the trailhead a
few hundred yards to public lands while

improving the traffic flow signage and safety
of the area Vault toilets will also be

installed A trailhead grant to accomplish
this task has been approved engineering is

nearly complete and construction should

begin as soon as weather permits with

completion due by mid summer It is the
intent of the landowner to build only one or

two houses on the entire property thus

helping to further conserve the nature of the

canyon

George Hansen is a resident of Midway and a

long time activist for the Snake Creek
Preservation Society
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Meet Gavin Noyes

SOC's New Administrative Assistant

Spring arrived again and with the songbirds

and wildflowers a new growth ring is starting

within the Save Our Canyons core We have

branched out in a new direction and I am
honored by being the organization's

first employee in their 27 year long history I

am excited at the opportunities ahead and

look forward to utilizing the many talents of

our members to thwart the harmful activities

of developers and public land managers
I have been involved in environmental

activities in Utah for several years I grew up
in Salt Lake and was greatly influenced by
the surrounding land and by the loss of some
favorite areas I received a BA
in Environmental Science and Japanese from

the University of Michigan I have done

volunteer work for both SUWA and the Wild

Utah Forest Campaign I was active in trying

to stop the 2002 Olympic Bid during the 9

months before it was cast upon us I then

spent one and a half years in Japan in a

pottery apprenticeship which is an activity

that I am still pursuing Since my return last

Spring I have been working for VTUFC as a

field surveyor and on Forest Service issues I

have also been involved in the Fishlake

National Forest's Community Forestry

Initiative to develop a plan for

sustainable logging on Thousand Lakes

Mountain
I am happy to be working with such a

talented group of people and on issues that I

care deeply about I look forward to meeting

all of the members and learning what your
individual talents are so that we can

successfully carry out our goals Feel free to

stop by the new office at 165 South Main
Street in the basement The phone number is

539-5333 1 can also be reached by e-mail at

gavnoyes hotmailcom



It

Mineral Basin The headwaters of considerable public irritation

The Public's Your and Officials Comments
on the Snowbird and Brighton DEIS

By Suzie Ellison and Tom Stephens

A tally of the Snowbird and Brighton Master

Development Plans MDPs and

Draft Environmental Impact Statements

DEISs comments received by the

Forest Service have been completed by Save

Our Canyons SOC

Comments on the Snowbird DEIS
Letters Against Snowbird's Proposal andor
the DIES Seven representatives of governmental
agencies and six reps from environmental

organizations sent letters that questioned or

opposed the proposal The Forest Service also

received opposition responses from 280 individuals

267 making some specific reference to the MDP
andor DEIS and 13 being non-specific

The majority of the letters in opposition to

Snowbird's proposal andor the DEIS specifically
cite the proposed action and alternatives stated in

the DEIS Most of these letters raise reasoned and

logical concerns regarding elements of the DEIS
Many of the letters suggest the No
Action alternative Most of these multi-page letters

are extremely thorough and contain objective
factual substantive bases for the writer's

opposition to Snowbird's plans not just the

writer's subjective views as do the majority of the

letters in support of Snowbird's plans
The elements of the proposed MDP generating the

most negative comments were Hidden Peak
facilities upgrade Gad 3 lift construction
and Scottie's Bowl permit revision

Letters in Supportof Proposal andor DEIS
Eleven governmental officials sent letters in

support of the proposal Uirn Hansen's and Brent

Overson's letters were identical word-for-word
The letter sent by Orrin Hatch was an obvious

paraphrase of this same letter

Of the 520 individual respondents 286 made
some specific reference to the MDPDEIS and 234

were non-specific

The letters in support of Snowbird's plans seem
to be written by people unfamiliar with the real

issues dealt with in the DEIS and the majority
of them were clearly written in response to the

request from Snowbird that they do so A
significant percentage of the letters started with
a sentence of the form I am writing in support of
the updated MDP as proposed by Snowbird
VERY few letters made specific reference to
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the DEIS About 3-4 of the letters were nothing

more than the mailing Snowbird sent out remailed

back to the USFS with a quick note scribbled on the

top
Several letters which were generally supportive of

Snowbird questioned the need for a large structure

on the top of Hidden Peak andor expressed
concern about increased skier traffic in VA-dte Pine

Canyon due to the Gad 3 lift

The elements of the proposed MDP generating the

most positive comments were Hidden Peak

facilities upgrade Gad 3 lift construction
and Mineral Basin expansion

BRIGHTON

Thirty seven letters were in support of the

DEIS MDP Fifty one letters opposed one or

more p
I

rojects of the MDP or in the DEIS

analysis Four to five letters did not fall in either

category

Letters in support of Brighton Of the 37

letters in support of the Brighton DEISMDP
seven letters made reference to the DEIS 30

letters made no mention of any facet of the

DEIS They were just general boosterism-type
letters

Seventeen of the letters were submitted by

individuals seventeen were written by
businesses mostly other ski resorts and
businesses involved in the tourist trade one

was a state agency and two were from

Annual Meeting

Joyce Maughan Tom
Stephens and Suzie Ellison

are to be commended for

organizing and supervising a

great SOC Annual Winter

Meeting The turn-out

was good and everyone

became involved in the topics

being discussed Some
members expressed a desire

to have Forest Service

personnel speak and answer

questions at a future

meeting

private organizations Fifteen letters were form

letters from a template obviously provided by

Brighton and a number of others appeared to

have a connection to Brighton's template

Letters in opposition of Brighton Of the 51

letters in opposition to one or more items in the

MDPDEIS 3 were from businesses 6 from

government agencies 38 from individuals

and four from organizations
Government agencies criticizing one or more

aspects in parentheses of the DEIS MDP
Heber City Corporation lighting State Of Utah

Department of Natural Resources Division of

Parks and Recreation lighting Salt Lake City

Corporation number of issues Department of

Environmental Quality Division of

Water Quality anti degradation issues Salt

Lake County Development Services reminding
FS there are planning and zoning issues on

private land Midway City lighting State of

Utah Office of Planning and Budget number
of issues

An interesting letter came from Solitude Gary
DeSeelhorst that criticizes a number of DEIS

items Most importantly Solitude wants parity

with Snowbird and Alta on parking and SAOT

Note

Complete texts of Save Our Canyons's comments

on the two DEIS's can be found on our website

www saveourcanyons org
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Will proposed changes to the Salt Lake County's Foothills and Canyons Overlay Zone ordinances prevent canyon
atrocities such as this one Photo courtesy ofA Kelner

Save Our Canyons Responds to Proposed Changes
in S L County's Foothills and Canyons

Overlay Zone Ordinances
By Alexis Kelner

After a number of discussions with Salt Lake

County Planning and Zoning official Tom
Schaffer representatives of Save Our Canyons
Dave Carrier Alan Sanderson Tom Stephens
and Ann Wechsler recently analyzed and
commented on the County's proposed changes in

the Foothills and Canyons Overlay Zone
Ordinances FCOZ The full text of their

recommendations can be obtained from the Save

0 u r Canyons w e b s i t e

www saveourcanyons org The following is an

abstracted version of their recommendations

One Thousand Foot Distance Requirement For

Separation Of Blasting From Property Lines

This requirement should not be weakened One
thousand feet provides a reasonable level of safety

and provides a minimal buffer in terms of noise and

ground vibrations

Clarification Of The Administrative Waiver
Provisions

Administrative waivers need to be explicitly

explained and documented
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1 Any consideration of waivers by the Planning
Commission should be explicitly announced in the

agenda of the weekly meetings

2 Separate motions for waivers should be highlighted
in the minutes of the meeting

3 The Planning Commission should be required to

include an explanation of why a waiver was granted
and how the Findings of Fact were satisfied in

the minutes of the meeting

4 The granting of a waiver should be stated explicitly

in the granted permit of the applicant

Blanket Exception For Public Projects

Public projects should not be given a blanket

exception The regulations of the FCOZ are based on
a growing desire by the residents of this county to

preserve the aesthetic qualities of the foothill and

canyons The regulations are also based on solid

principles and knowledge of what constitutes

inappropriate development Exceptions for public
projects also create a double standard which will lead
to confusion and ill-will among county residents

Exceptions For Ski Resorts

We acknowledge that the slope and ridgeline
standards of the FCOZ are not always compatible
with the operation and development of ski

resorts Nevertheless we believe that it would be a
mistake for the county to develop a separate set of

standards for ski resorts If the county were to do so

it would relinquish its responsibility in determining
how development of ski resorts proceeds
Save Our Canyons feels that the continued expansion

of ski resorts is in direct conflict with the desires of

many citizens of this county Neither the ski industry
nor the Forest Service can be counted on to protect
the Wasatch Mountains for members of our county
who have interests other than alpine skiing

Important Public Hearing on July 13

On July 13 1999 at 800 am a public hearing at

the Salt Lake County Planning Commission will

address proposed changes in Salt Lake County's

Foothills and Canyons Overlay Zone ordinances

FCOZ
HEARING LOCATION

Commission Chambers
North Building of the County Complex

2100 South State Street

Proposed Changes

Proposed changes in the FCOZ would

1 Remove the citizens right to notice and

hearing at the county level regarding many
issues connected with forest service lands

2 Allow ski resorts to have their own special

rules for construction and development in the

Wasatch canyons Commercial ski resorts

would have signifidant rights which are not given

to regular taxpaying citizens Proposed changes
would allow commercial ski resorts to

be exempted from critical parts of the existing

FCOZ regulatory plan The exemption would

give ski resorts expanded opportunities to

increase construction and to carve up the

mountains

3 Remove prohibitions against building on

ridge lines

Your Involvement Is Needed Now
If there ever was a time for you to get involved

now is the time The Wasatch Mountains need

your voice for protection
The Foothills and Canyons Overlay Zone

ordinance was originally designed to protect the

mountains from additional construction Many
of those protections may be eroded on July 13
1999 If you want to protect the Wasatch canyons
from expanded construction Please call Save

Our Canyons David Carrier now to help with

the July 13 hearing Thank you
David Carrier h 466-4679 w 585-7967
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The 10th Cirquit Coart ofAppeals grants Alta's Albion Basin a reprieve from possible overdevelopment

The Good The Bad and The Ugly

Good The 10th Circuit Court of Appeals has
affirmed the District Court's earlier rejection of an
Albion Basin property owner's efforts to force the Town
of Alta and Salt Lake City to supply culinary water so

he could build on his property If the District Court's

initial ruling had been overruled it would have had
disastrous results on our local canyons development
would have spread virtually everywhere This is

wonderful news

Good Construction has begun this year at the
Soldier Hollow Olympic Cross-Country and Biathlon

venue There is an environmental plan and it

appears to be being followed Envrionmentalists

were deeply involved in the site selection process and
development of monitoring and mitigation programs
Save Our Canyons team members were Ann
Wechsler Ivan Weber and Wes Odell

adherence to the plan According to Diane Conrad
SLOC Environmental Director 15 milion has been
included in the road contract for environmental

monitoring and mitigation

Good Salt Lake District Ranger Dan Jiron
overwhelmed by constant and frequent
communications with heli-ski proponents has been

giving local back-country users equivalent time Over
the summer he has met several times with small

groups of back-country users to discuss the forest's

heli-ski problem Those who have attended the

meetings have come away impressed with his ability
to listen and to discuss possible solutions Al Soucie
one of Jiron's associates reports that the heli-ski

DEIS will be released soon Forest Supervisor
Bernie Weingardt has assured SOC that he will not

grant yet another temporary operating permit to

Wasatch Powderbird Guides

Good The construction bids for the Snowbasin
Access Road were opened in May The Forest Service
and UDOT are pleased that the bids are within the

anticipated range The route selection

process included several representatives from the
environmental community including Save Our
Canyons Ron Younger and the Sierra Club's Jock
Glidden This is a road that couldn't have been built

without the environmental exemptions mandated in

Jim Hansen's Land Exchange Bill
Nevertheless given the restrictions of the Bill the
route selection process worked to the satisfaction of

the environmentalists There is a monitoring
process that includes Ron and Jock to ensure

Good Faced with numerus changes in the Solitude
Ski Resort's Master Development Plan Salt Lake
District Ranger Dan Jiron has requested the resort to

commence anew the MDP DEIS process

Good It appears that Congress may finally allow
land management agencies to put to use the Land
and Water Conservation Plan that it established in

the mid-1960's The Land and Water Conservation
Fund directs proceeds from offshore oil and gas
revenues to land acquisitions and other conservation
projects During the past two decades the funds were
not always made available by Congress Legislation
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now being considered would take the fund out of the

annual appropriations process If passed the

legislation would free up some 900 million annually

Bad SOC recently discovered that Snowbird Ski and

Summer Resort had hauled lift-building equipment
into Mineral Basin onto their private property just

south of Hidden Peak Wasatch-Cache officials Supt
Weingardt and SL Dist Ranger Jiron told SOC that

no permits had been granted Snowbird for crossing

public lands above Albion Basin
Since the public commenting process and

environmental analysis on Snowbird's Master

Development Plan is not yet complete the resort's

action of hauling lift components into Mineral Basin

jumped the gun to put it mildly
Snowbird's proposed action on its private land is a

component of the as yet uncompleted environmental

impact statement The Mineral Basin portion of the

environmental analysis was viewed as deficient by
officials o f several governmental
agencies environmental groups and individuals

For Snowbird to begin work on a project which
even indirectly involves public lands before the

completion of the legally required NEPA
process appears to be a clear violation of federal

regulations According to Gale Dick President of

SOC This premature action is a slap in the face for

the public Snowbird's development plans are

extremely controversial The Forest Service received

over 800 letters from government agencies
elected public officials environmental groups and
concerned individuals on Snowbird's Master

Development Plan This is by far the greatest

expression of interest in any project in the history of

the Wasatch Cache National Forest Snowbird's
actions make this outpouring of public
concern meaningless

Ugly The Winter Sports Park Olympic Ski Jump
Venue broke all records for failure to have an
environmental plan in advance and creating an

eyesore which will last forever NO environmentalists

were involved in the planning and monitoring of the

construction

Ugly KCPW radio in Park City recently
interviewed representatives of the company
planning to spend 100 million developing The

Village at Solitude Gale Dick appeared briefly on
the program representing Save Our Canyons

Gale's observations The urbanization of Big
Cottonwood Canyon is about to reach an apogee
250 very lucky families will get whole-ownership
condos in a Very Exclusive Private Country Club

type development The 5 condo buildings will have

250 undergreound parking spaces An interesting

point came up in the discussion The parking

spaces evidently are part of the Forest Service's

and Salt Lake County's Canyons Master Plan

parking place allotment The upshot of this as

Gale understand it is that 250 parking places that

were to be used by the public are now going to be

sold to the very lucky families for their own
private use There will be 250 fewer spaces for us

peasants in the public parking areas

Tune your radio to

THE
SAVE OUR CANYONS

REPORT

Thirty Minutes of Lively Conversation

with Key Players
in Utah's Environmental Arena

KRCL91FM
1230 100 pm

on the second and fourth Thursdays
of eachmonth
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Cold and Dead on The Griddle

Forest Plan Revisions

Appear to be
a Dark Mystery

Forest Plan Revision was the topic of

the May No Host breakfast meeting
This issue brought in a large crowd but

the meeting was not particularly

enlightening The Forest Service listened

to suggestions and concerns but

provided little new information about

what we can expect in the final

document People raised concerns about

loss of backcountry ski terrain roadless

area protection and the worrisome idea

of having a forest plan that is a living
document which can change and

morph to accomplish the goals or
whims of the public lands

administrators

A Forest Service representative
reminded everyone that a continual

complaint over the years has been that

the Forest Service does not have the

funds to adequately monitor the

activities and permits it has already

granted For example many grazing

permits which have been granted are not

adequately monitored

As a result overgrazing and erosion

go unchecked The official said that one
of the obvious solutions to that problem
would be for the Forest Service to refrain

from issuing additional permits until it

has the funds to adequately monitor the

activities it has already permitted
At a previous no host breakfast

meeting Kamas District Ranger Jane
Cottrell stated that officials of the

Wasatch-Cache National Forest will be

utilizing an adaptive management
strategy in their approach to the

development of the new forest plan The

idea was met with disapproval by most
attendees

Editor's Note Once a month officials of

the Wasatch-Cache National Forest

convene a no-host breakfast that is open
to the public and attended regularly by
members of Save Our Canyons

GUEST OPINION

Going the Extra Mile

by Gayle Parry

We simply need that wild

country available to us even if we
never do more than drive to its edge
and look in For it can be a means
of reassuring ourselves of our sanity

as creatures a part of the geography
of hope

Wallace Stegner

A booming population the

Olympic Games a Forest Service
dedicated to recreational

development and multiple use
and a passive citizenry are

all acting in concert to destroy
the magnificent canyons of

the Wasatch Nevertheless there

are still places within our
mountains that offer the beauty
peace and solitude of the wild

country of which Stegner
writes As a result of

development other parts can

only be described as semi
urban or partly wild Over
the years it has always been the

same story in regard to

wilderness The beautiful quiet
places have been destroyed
through development
and governmental ineptitude
The only people standing in the

way are the people willing to

selflessly go the extra mile

usually without pay or fanfare
to save what is left

The pressures on our

canyons are increasing at such a
fast pace that The Citizens
Committee to Save Our Canyons
is making a major push to

convince people to become
involved in going that extra mile
to save the wild places At our
Winter Meeting and through our
e-mail network SOC circulated

a questionnaire stating some of

the issues with which we are or

would like to become involved
and asked people to choose those
with which they might be able to

help Thirty-two people

responded to the list of twenty
two issues Some volunteeredfor
as many as fifteen issues We
would like to thank these people
for agreeing to take on extra

work in their busy lives to help
save the canyons

One of the most pressing
problems facing the canyons
is public awareness Most
people do not seem to be aware
of the massive developments
which are being planned for the
Wasatch Canyons close to

Salt Lake City One purpose of

this article is to list the changes
which have been submitted to

the Forest Service for its

approval by the four ski resorts

in the Cottonwood Canyons It is

hoped that people like you will

be willing to pass this

information to the general public

through letters to the editors of

local newspapers or by any other
means at your disposal We also

hope that some of you will
become individually involved
Individual action can make a big
difference Through our

newsletters Save Our

Canyons will continue to keep
you up to date on canyon
pressures Please utilize this

information when you write your
letters to editors or meet with

public officials Here are the
wish lists submitted by the ski

resorts to the Forest Service for

their approval Alta is replacing
both the Albion and Sunnyside
lifts The Sunnyside lift would be
moved uphill necessitating the

cutting of some trees They want
to expand the ticket office

replace the Watson Shelter with

a 12 000 sq ft building remodel
the patrol buildings remodel
their general office building
expand their snowmaking
capability and widen runs
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Brighton would like to

groom and smooth four runs on

the Millicent side and three runs

on the Snake Creek side
construct and operate a Snake
Creek day lodge mid-mountain at

the base of the Snake Creek lift

replace the Majestic Manor
within the next ten years placing
it on the same footprint which

it now occupies replace the

Brighton Lodge in its existing

location with a lodge which will

have up to sixty guest rooms
replace the Snake Creek lift with

a detachable quad develop new
mountain bike trails expand

night skiing and snowmaking on
the runs which serve the Snake
Creek chair lift and expand their

snowmaking on the Millicent side

below the Twin Lakes Dam
Due to extensive changes in

their Master Development Plan
Solitude has been requested to

commence work on a new
environmental impact statement

which will enumerate and

explain its proposals Previously

they had announced plans for a
100 million development

through the Intra-West

Corporation They plan to

acquire property in three phases
They have announced that they
will start construction for the

first phase this May when they

break ground for a Town Square

Village which will contain

condominiums costing from

229 900 to 600 000 Solitude

plans to build eighty-three

condos plus retail outlets

underground garages art

galleries and will have classes in

jewelry-making glass blowing
and cooking We are afraid

that this is just the tip of the

iceberg We will find out
Solitude's complete list of

proposals with the publication of

their Draft Environmental

Impact Statement
Snowbird proposes to

regrade and change its Gad

Valley parking lot build a new
two story 12500 sq ft day lodge
in lower Gad Valley build a

four story 78000 sq ft glass

sheathed building on the summit

of 11 000 ft Hidden Peak which
will contain a restaurant a

lounge a food preparation area
an area for multi-use rooms for

meetings and conferences a

cafeteria an interpretive area
an area for retail space an area

for ski patrol mountain

operations an area for

restrooms circulation

and mechanical electric space
and a space for snowcat garages
and a maintainance area
Snowbird plans to develop an

area-wide snowmaking system
construct a new Gad 3 lift which

will go to the ridge

separating Gad Valley and
White Pine Canyon upgra e

their Little Cloud Lift and

build a permanent building and

scoreboard on the east side of

middle Big Emma
If you are concerned about

this development please write to

the Opinion Section of the

newspaper of your choice

Gayle Parry a member of Save
Our Canyons Board of Trustees is

a homemaker and tutor of

elementary aged children She is an
avid hiker camper and backpacker

as well as an amateur botanist She

enjoys both alpine and cross

country skiing

UTAH NEWSPAPERS

Salt Lake Tribune

143 S Main St
Salt Lake City UT 84110

Ogden Standard Examiner
PO Box 951

Ogden UT 84402

Deseret News
PO Box 1257

Salt Lake City UT 84110

Fax 801 237-2186

Provo Daily Herald
PO Box 717

Provo UT 84603-0717
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SAVE OUR CANYONS needs you and yourfinancial contilbution

The Citizens'Committee to SAVE OUR CANYONS was founded in 1972 as a non-profit organization dedicated to the

preservation and protection of the Wasatcb canyons from excessive commercial development

SAVE OUR GANYONS isa 501c3 organization your donation is tax-deductible

The Citizens Committee is a volunteer-based operation Allfunds received are usedfor informational projects

F
YesJ want to join SAVE OUR CANYONS

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY

STATE

TELEPHONE

E-MAIL ADDRESS

MAIL TO

ZIP CODE

SAVE OUR C4NYONS

PO Box 58671

Salt Lake City UT 84158-0671

CITIZEN'S COMMITTEE TO

SAVE OUR CANYONS

PO BOX 58671

SALT LAKE CITK UT 84158-0671
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I would like to help by
EJ Assisting with mailings

El Letter writing

El Researching

El Organizing

Contributing Enclosed find my I

tax-deductible contribution

in the amount of

Telepbone 801 363-SAVE

info saveourcanyons org

bttp llwuwsaveourcanyons org
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