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on the second and fourth

Thursdays of each month
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SUMMER 1999

Autumn 1999

More Canyon Urbanization
And Destruction

Than Ever Before
Em Effam

The miners of the last century were the first wave of Wasatch

canyons urbanizers They attacked the canyons with picks shovels
and mules In the name of ski industryForest Service public-private
partnerships today's urbanizers are attacking the canyons with

machinery that would make the hardiest miner weep with envy
Can this tide of abuse be curbed as we approach the next

millennium We at Save Our Canyons believe it can But it will take

a greater commitment by the public that's YOU to participate in

government land management processes Save Our Canyons will

continue to keep YOU informed of critical canyon issues so that YOU
can make your voice heard more effectively

Happy New Millennium Alexis Kelner Editor



OUR FINEST HOUR

The Heroes ofTelemark
By Alexis Kelner

That a large majority of local forest users don't

want the intrusion of recreational helicopters into

their mountain outings is no surprise The surprise
is how many of those users are willing to express
their feelings to the Forest Service They just have to

be asked

During the recent public review of the Wasatch

Powderbird Guides Draft Environmental Impact
Statement WPG DEIS volunteers from Save Our
Canyons took two Saturdays at popular canyon
trailheads to ask hikers to fill out a postcard on

heli-skiing Other volunteers attended local outdoor

recreation functions to urge participants to submit

comments to the Forest Service Canyon
homeowners were also contacted

The Forest Service received over 2000 written

comments on the DEIS more public comments
than they've received on any issue ever Of those

comments 1700 favored the No Action alternative

endorsed by Save Our Canyons Under this

alternative the heli-ski concession's permit to

operate would not have been renewed
On October 2 at a public press briefing the

Forest Supervisor issued the Final Environmental

Impact Statement FEIS and Record Of Decision

ROD on the heli-ski permit
He authorized renewal of the 5-year permit on

the basis that the activity was authorized in the

1985 Forest Plan The only concession made to

resolve heli-ski backcountry use conflicts was to

ban heli-skiing in the Tri-canyons area on Sundays
and Mondays Even though the issue of safety was
touted by the Forest Service as a major decision

making driving force the supervisor's ROD
weakened the permit by removing two important

safety-related restrictions that had been part of the

previous year's pern-dt

At publication time SOC Trustees and

volunteers are studying the lengthy FEISROD for

the possibility of appealing the decision to the

Regional Forester

Many thanks to each Save Our Canyons
volunteer for your participation You've sent a

strong message to forest managers that a large

constituency of forest users is ready to support land

management decisions that are friendly to the

environment and will enhance the quality of life in

adjacent communities 0
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PRESIDENT'S COLUMN

Become A Dues Paying Member
Of Save Our Canyons
By Gale Dick

For the past 27 years one became a member of

Save Our Canyons by simply asking to be put on
our mailing list We SOC have been above all

an information distribution organization bringing
attention to important issues that affect the

present and future state of the Wasatch mountains
and canyons And in this role we have always

thought that getting the word out is one of our

most important jobs A consequence of this aim
has been the fact that SOC has not asked for

annual payment of dues to the organization
We've managed to get along covering our modest

budget expenses using annual fund raising

appeals
In the last few years we have experienced

an explosive increase in the challenges and

opportunities connected with trying to preserve
and protect the remaining undeveloped lands in

the Wasatch range Almost every day Save Our

Canyons is called upon to participate in some

public policy discussion affecting the Wasatch
We're doing more than we have ever done before

We have opened an office We have hired a half
time staff person and we clearly need more staff

suppo rt

Our Board of Trustees staff and energetic
volunteers are stressed-out trying to keep up with

our agenda Since January 1 1999 we have

Opened an office at 165 S Main Street in Salt

Lake City
Hired our first employee Gavin Noyes who
has been working on virtually every facet of

our activities

Offered extensive written comments on Salt

Lake County's proposed revision of the

Foothills and Canyons Overlay Zone FCOZ
ordinances an effort led by volunteer now a

member of the Board of Trustees Dave
Carrier

Produced detailed commentary on the

Brighton Draft Environmental Impact
Statement Trustee Tom Stephens lead this

project

Appealed in Federal Court the adequacy of the

Record of Decision by the Supervisor of the

Wasatch-Cache National Forest on the Alta
Ski Lift Master Development Plan Joro

Walker who is a prior SOC Trustee gets

thanks for the fine pro-bono work
Organized and executed a large scale effort

supervised mainly by Trustee Alexis Kelner to

provide public response to the Draft

Environmental Impact Statement relating to the

renewal of the permit of Wasatch Powderbird
Guides a helicopter skiing concessionaire in

the Wasatch-Cache National Forest

Numerous volunteers collected around 1600

comment letters and cards all catalogued by
Karla Kelner
Met with a delegation from the Environmental
Protection Agency studying the decision

making process as it relates to the ski industry
SOC members followed up with second

meeting in Washington DC
Engaged in the preparations for the upcoming
revision of the Wasatch-Cache National Forest

Management Plan Trustees Tom Stephens
and Joyce Maughan are leading the SOC team
in a joint organizational effort to develop a

Citizens Alternative Forest Plan

Prepared a detailed analysis of the 520 letters

received by the Salt Lake Ranger District of the

Forest Service in response to Draft

Environmental Impact Statement regarding the

Snowbird Master Development Plan
Volunteer Suzie Ellison did much of this work
Hosted our Annual Meeting in February
Published and distributed newsletters in

winter and spring 1999
Worked with the Friends of Alta and the Town
of Alta on plans for an Alta Memorial Park
Thanks to our Trustee Gayle Parry we have

developed volunteer coordination for SOC
creating a group of 150 members who will

work on various projects



Sponsored Wasatch Front Forum programs in

the winter and spring of 1999
Hosted bi-monthly radio programs Wasatch

Update on KRCL These were hosted and

produced by Trustee Joyce Maughan
Remained actively involved through the efforts

of Ron Younger and others in problems
connected with the Snowbasin access road

alignment and on the appraisal of the lands to

be exchanged as mandated in an Act of

Congress
Had in the person of volunteer Wes Odell a

strong representation on the Environmental

Advisory Committee tc the Salt Lake

Organizing Committee'for the 2002 Winter

Olympics

Engaged in extensive negotiations with Trustee

Joyce Maughan representing SOC and a number

of others with The Canyons ski resort in

Summit County in an effort to mitigate in

advance some possible adverse practices
Offered written comments to the Salt Lake City
Council and the Salt Lake City Department of

Public Utilities in their consideration of the

proposed Watershed Management Plan to be

used by the Salt Lake Department of Public

Utilities

Thanks to the efforts of volunteer Walt Haas
redesigned and updated our website at

httpwww saveourcanyons org Please visit

the website

Publicized and questioned the use of Forest

Service land to move heavy construction

equipment into Mineral Basin an area of

expansion for the Snowbird resort

Obtained a grant from the Environmental

Support Center of Washington D C to

support a membership and board development

program with consultant Amy O'Connor
Started this program in July of 1999 with the

completion in August 1999
Gavin Noyes contributed detailed input to the

Roadless Area Inventory of lands in the

Wasatch-Cache National Forest

Through the work of volunteer Pete Hovingh
subn-dtted a detailed study of and proposal

regarding the management of non-indigenous
mountain goats in Utah

Assisted George Hansen and the Midway-based
Snake Creek Preservation Society in acquiring
the last major piece of private land in Snake
Creek Canyon including providing all of the

necessary legal work on a pro-bono basis

thr6ugh the efforts of TrusteTom Berggren

This successfully completes our efforts thanks
in major part to George to literally save this

canyon

Worked in cooperation with in random order

Wild Utah Forest Campaign
eSalt Lake Department of Public Utilities

Salt Lake County Planning and Zoning
Commission and Staff

Salt Lake Ranger District

Wasatch-Cache National Forest Supervisor's
Office

Forest Service Region 4 Office

Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance

e High Uintas Preservation Council

Utah Chapter of the Sierra Club

Trout Unlimited
9 Wasatch Mountain Club

eUtah Environmental Congress

People for a Lift-free 10420
Alta Ski Lifts

The Town of Alta

The Friends of Alta

Snowbird Resort

Brighton Resort

sHawkwatch International

This is just a partial list These projects

required the efforts of many hard-working
individuals in an organization which is still run

primarily by volunteers These projects also alas

cost money We need more staff we need better

publication facilities we need more information

distributing power and we need to cover legal

expenses Eventually we will need a lobbyist in

Washington
And so the time has arrived to ask you

individually by mail in February 2000 to help
Save Our Canyons by becoming a dues-paying
member You will in return receive quarterly

newsletters and timely action alerts as well as

notification of Save Our Canyons activities Our

public information program will continue to

develop We in turn commit the organization to

pursuing our goal actually yQur goal of preserving
the natural beauty of the Wasatch from encroaching
urbanization

A functioning dues program will provide us

with a reliable and steady base of funding Like so

many other organizations we will continue

appealing to our supporters for extra contrib lutions

in periodic fund drives WE NEED YOUR HELP
MORE THAN EVER BEFORE

For the Save Our Canyons Board of Trustees



Suzie Ellison the Save Our Canyons
Dedicated Volunteer Honoree

has joined the organization's
Board of Trustees

Volunteer Portrait

I Want Every Future

Generation To Be Able To
Have What I've Had

By Gayle Parry

Any summer day you can find Suzie Ellison hiking
with her dog Spike in Millcreek Canyon Suzie is an

outdoor type who enjoys all kinds of recreation

from mountain biking and river running to back

country skiing She describes herself as an Edward

Abbey kind of person
Growing up in Salt Lake Suzie learned to

appreciate the incredible gifts of nature that

surround this city and make it so special She would

like this legacy to be passed on to her son Parker I
want every future generation to be able to have what

I've had she says The ideal childhood which I

experienced is just not available anymore I used to

ride horses in Draper as a child Now all that is

gone The disappearance of open space has caused

me to become a radical opponent of development
As a single mom Suzie supports her son and

herself as a paralegal in Domestic Law an

occupation which is far afield from her degree in

Physical Education She loves her work and

although very busy still finds time to volunteer for

Save Our Canyons SOC is sometimes lucky enough
to get the bonus of sixteen year old Parker's help
also Parker is a student at Judge Memorial High
School He loves the game of lacrosse and plays
bass guitar We at SOC found that he is a whiz at

setting up a sound system
Save Our Canyons was selected as the

organization that would receive Suzie's volunteer

efforts for several reasons the foremost being that

so much of her time is spent in th Wasatch
Mountains For this reason she feels that she

needed to become involved in protecting the Wa

011

satch from any further unnecessary development

degradation destruction and pollution She was
also interested in the Save Our Canyons bumper
stickers that she would see on cars around town

From the time SOC received our first e-mail from

Suzie she became an indispensable part of the

organization She initiated her first contact with us

just as we were about to compile response comments
for the Snowbird Draft Environmental Impact
Statement to the Forest Service Over twenty people

pooled their ideas for this document Suzie and Bill

Thompson edited and coordinated the whole thing

by e-mail and without ever setting eyes on each

other a remarkable feat It is an admirable
document Suzie subsequently counted and

categorized responses at the Forest Service and

helped with the Snowbird data base She has helped
to edit the SOC Brighton Draft Environmental Impact

Response and the SOC Wasatch Powderbirds

Environmental Impact Response and has agreed to

lead the very important Solittide Response project for

Save Our Canyons along with Bryan Larsen
Professional writer and co-founder of Save Our

Canyons Alexis Kelner has said that Suzie is the

best editor he has ever worked with

Other volunteer activities that Suzie has

undertaken have been breakfast meetings with the

Forest Service help with the Wasatch Powderbird
Guides Trailhead Campaign and getting food for

our Annual Meeting Suzie Ellison is always willing
to lend a hand and has become a friend to all of us

who work to protect our mountains We can't thank

yott enotigh Stizie Q
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Mountain biking

in Yellow Fork Canyon

YELLOW FORK CANYON

Oquirrh Garage Sale

Canceled
By Juliette Lucy

of Peoplefor the Preservation of Yellow Fork Canyon

In September the Salt Lake County Commission
decided to indefinitely table the issue of selling its

800-acre Yellow Fork Canyon Regional Park

property to the Boy Scouts of America largely due

to protests from users of the canyon and nearby
residents

Yellow Fork Canyon is hidden in the southwest

corner of the Salt Lake Valley Access to the

canyon is via Rose Canyon Road which heads
southwest out of the small community of Herriman

to the junction of the Oquirrh and Traverse
Mountains The canyon is used mainly by
horseback riders mountain bikers and the

occasional picnicker or hiker Horsemen f ind it

ideal because of a small stream for water and

gamble oak and aspen that shade the roughly 10

miles of trail About 5 miles of the trail is suitable

for mountain bikers who enjoy sharing the trail with

equestrians

Yellow Fork Canyon Location Map

The County was presenting the 26 million sale

as a win-win deal since they promised public
access would be preserved and a worthy private

group would take over the cost of maintainingthe

property plus the County would get a small chunk
of much needed cash But when opponents of the

sale calling themselves People for the Preservation

of Yellow Fork Canyon questioned Scout officials

the group could provide no organized plan for how

they would use the property Opponents were
unconvinced that the Boy Scouts would maintain

quality public access and were opposed to the sale

of one of the last publicly owned lands of its kind

in the county The sale also contradicts the

County's Southwest Community General Plan
which calls out Yellow Fork Regional Park to be

expanded and promoted as a focal point of the

southwest community
With the support of Save Our Canyons the

voices of People for the Preservation of Yellow Fork

Canyon were heard before the

County Commissioners put the land up for sale

The fight isn't over The issue is tabled and the

Boy Scouts are idle now but the County has still

not committed to preserving permanent
public ownership of this land There is interest on
the County's part of expanding the property and

possibly making it a fee use area Other options
have been proposed but nothing is final yet

If YOU would like to see this land stay in public
hands contact the County Commissioners or for

more information contact John Files 942-5391

or Juliette Lucy 446-9081 0
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Mark Polish inspects seed screens

in Alta's seed sorting room
Columbines Golden Asters Fireweed Lupine

Sticky Geranium Penstemon and numerous other seeds

are collected dried and redistributed directly onto

disturbed sites

Re-vegetation at Alta De-vegetation at Snowbird
By Gavin Noyes

ALTA Five years ago the Forest Service and ski

resorts were content in just solving the problem of

erosion control on sites disturbed by construction

Much progress has been made since then Last

month the USFS decided to require a 100 native

seed mix at all ski resorts in the Salt Lake Ranger
District for the following season The revegetation

program has advanced not only because of the

numerous test sites made available by the Forest

Service but also by the great efforts and
commitment that ski resorts like Alta have made
to restoring the diversity and beauty of the

landscape
Alta has gone beyond the USFS required seed

grass distribution overlaid with erosion control

matting and follows up by reseeding with wild

forbes and flowers collected by hand throughout
Albion Basin These efforts are time consuming and

costly but Alta knows that people flock to their

wildflower meadows in the summer to view its

scenic beauty not the scars of development

SNOWBIRD Rock blasters have leveled cliffs

making way for an intermediate ski run sending
rubble 700 vertical feet down the mountain side

Sensitive plant species which were either known to

occur in the blasted area or had potential habitat in

Mineral Basin include Wasatch Jamesia Rockcress

Draba Garret's Bladderpod Alpine Peppergrass
and Wasatch Ivesia It is believed that a species
count of the numbers of these plants destroyed by
Mineral Basin Developments was never conducted
The Forest Service cannot protect the public's

biological resource without knowing what is being

lost across arbitrary private lines Snowbird has

been purchasing mining claims like those in Mineral
Basin in adjacent areas of American Fork Canyon
over the past 25 years

MINERAL BASIN Save Our Canyons has

received quite a few calls regarding the currently

ongoing mayhem in Mineral Basin If you've been

hiking this summer within sight of this area just
south of the Snowbird Hidden Peak tram you will

have noticed a good deal of construction activity
new lift towers blasting road building earth

moving and great expanses of slope modification
This is all part of the project expanding the

Snowbird Resort to the south Most of the

land affected was owned by Snowbird and so one

might think that the project would not involve the

Forest Service

Not so
Save Our Canyons has become increasingly

concerned with this project since last May when
Snowbird without prior Forest Service permission

transported heavy equipment across the snow on
federal land into the construction area This was a

clear violation of Forest Service regulations
We have also learned that a number of small

parcels of public domain within the Snowbird
owned mining claim parcels were quietly traded to

Snowbird in a land exchange The manner in which
this land exchange was accomplished without

public notice or comment appears to be a violation

of Forest Service Regulations It also appears that

Snowbird has failed to comply with a number of

Utah County ordinances in spite of being put on

I
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Widely known for the Zig-Zag road scar

Snowbird Ski Resort cut on the Little

Cottonwood Canyon side of the Wasatch

they've now balanced it with an equally ugly

road scar in American Fork Canyon's
Mineral Basin

bird and Mayhem in Mineral Basin

notice The whole development seems to be

surrounded with such irregularities

All of this is going on while we await a

decisionon the Snowbird Master Development
Plan the plan with the huge structure on Hidden

Peak the construction of the Gad 3 lift

with resulting easy access from the Resort into

White Pine Canyon and Snowbird's land grab in

Scottie's Bowl
The Mineral Basin expansion was not analyzed at

all in the Draft Environmental Impact

Statement which will be the basis for this Forest

Service decision We have contended that it should

have been All the hanky-panky that seems to

surround this development only strengthens our

stand Why haven't the Wasatch-Cache and
Uintah National Forests as well as the

Utah County Commission followed their own rules

and procedures What makes ski resorts think

they are above the lawD

Two New Trustees Added
to Save Our Canyons

Dave Carrier and Suzie Ellison are joining the

Save Our Canyons Board of Trustees Both

members have been extremely active in various

volunteer capacities for the organization

Dave Carrier teaches biology and studies the

physiology of animal locomotion at the

University of Utah He grew-up in Salt Lake

City but left in the early 80's and lived in the

mid-west west coast and then the east coast

The time spent in other parts of the country
increased his appreciation of the uniqueness
of the geography of Salt Lake Valley a major

Governing Board

metropolitan area located at the base of a

major mountain range
On returning to the Salt Lake Valley in the mid

90's he was disheartened by the extent and

shortsightedness of development that had
occurred in the Wasatch Mountains duri ng the

previous 13 years Consequently he

has focused his conservation efforts at the

level of county government in an attempt to

improve zoning policy and enforcement in the

mountains surrounding the Salt Lake metro

politan area
Suzie Ellison's background is found in this

issue's Volunteer ProfileEl



Save Our Canyons volunteers

at Whitmore Library
L to R Alexis Stephanie Gavin

Gale and Larry

Intim'idation Harassment
Denials and Apologies

By Alexis Kelner

If one Were to prepare a list of intimidations and
harassments directed by various individuals

representing governmental authority at Save Our
Canyons volunteers involved in the helicopter skiing

issue it would be easy to conclude that someone
did not want the public's opinions finding their way
into the environmental analysis of Wasatch
Powderbird Guides

The harassment commenced at the Whitmore

Library on the evening of a Forest Service Open
House meeting convened to inform the public of the

then-released WPG Draft EIS and to obtain

participants responses to it

Gale Dick Gavin Noyes and I arrived early to

set upoutside of the meeting halltwo card tables

for distribution of literature urging support of the

orest Service's alternative that would have

precluded renewal of the heli-ski permit We had
obtained permission from the library's head
librarian as well as a community relations official

After we had arranged our tables officials of the
Forest Service arrived to commence their open
house Shortly thereafter a Sheriff's Deputy arrived
asked us to leave and threatened eviction arrest if

we did not comply He stated that we had obtained

permission from the wrong officials On suggestion
of a librarian we moved to the entrance of the

library
I

Salt Lake District Ranger Dan Jiron denied any
participation by his District personnel in the
harassment

A few days later a Sheriff's Deputy stopped a

Lynn and Russ Taylor's Lake Blanche trailhead
station and ordered them to leave He claimed that

they needed Forest Service and County permits to

be there The Deputy continued upcanyon to Bob

Athey's trailhead location and pitched the same
pitch Bob questioned the deputy's assertions and
the deputy backed off

At my White Pine trailhead location a Forest
Service Security Officer arrived and asked me if I

had a Special Use Permit to do what I was doing I

told her that my special use permit to ask hikers to

support an official Forest Service alternative was
the Bill of Rights She agreed and left

Subsequent calls to the Forest Service and the

County Sheriff's Dept elicited information that no
permits had been required and that the Deputy had
acted outside of his authority The Sheriff's

community relations individual apologized to SOC
for any inconvenience

Early on Friday morning Oct 2the day of the

Forest Service's release of the heli-ski Record of

Decision ROD I phoned the Forest Service to see

if I could obtain a copy of the document The Forest
Service representative invited me to pick up a copy
at a press briefing to be held in Room 2404 of the

Federal Building As I was leaving to attend I

received a call from another official un-inviting me
to the meeting a copy of the ROD I was told
would be mailed to me

Sensing bureaucratic subterfuge I hurried to the
Federal Building My entry into the conference room
was blocked by a uniformed FS official I stated
that this was a public press briefing and that as an
interested party and a prominent writer of Forest
related books I had every right to attend The
public relations spokesman for the pro-heli ski group
Wasatch For All was present at the meeting The
discussion continued until Salt Lake Tribune's Brian

Maffly notepad and pen in hand asked the official

to explain just why was Mr Kelner barred from

entering Probably sensing negative publicity for the

Forest Service the official chose not to explain and
moved aside

After the ROD briefing District Ranger Jiron told

me he had no idea who wanted me kept out He felt

the meeting was public and everyone who had
wanted to attend should have had opportunity to

do so A few minutes later the official barring me
from entry apologized for doing so

Who ordered the barring at present remains a

mystery 0
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Editorial From the Ogden Standard Examiner

Sunday September 12 1999

Reprinted by Permission

Save Our Canyons
Editor's Note

Save Our Canyons
Board member
Ron Younger

represents
Save Our Canyons
on the

environmental

task force

that oversees

environmental

aspects
of the project
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NATIONAL AND REGIONAL
NEWS BRIEFS

A bipartisan coalition of 166 Representatives
has urged the Clinton administration to protect

every roadless area in all national forests from

development mining logging and roadbuilding
The Representatives urge President Clinton to

take decisive action to protect the remaining
roadless areas in our national forests

Last July the Forest Service released publicly a

set of new draft regulations for governing the

future management of America's national forest

land If supported by the public during the

draft review process the proposed

management regime will require forest

managers to make specific assessments and to

conduct monitoring of lands in their charge
The regime will not allow monitoring to slide as in

the past Logging or any kind of development

project will not be authorized if funds are not

available for monitoring and evaluation

A new national opinion poll shows strong voter

support for protecting roadless areas 1000

acres and larger in US national forests

Nationwide 63 percent of those polled believe

there is not enough wilderness protected on
national forests versus six percent who say too

much has been protected The poll conducted

by the Mellman Group Inc was commissioned

by the Heritage Forests Campaign The
Wilderness Society and the National Audubon

Society NAS The poll was conducted
between June 9 and 14 among 800 voters

A mid-August poll released by the League of

Conservation Voters Education Fund showed

that Iowa voters are more likely to support

presidential candidates who favor strong
environmental protections The survey showed

that 89 percent of Iowa voterswere looking for a

real commitment from presidential candidates

not only to support a clean environment but

also to make environmental protection a top

priority

Environmental News Service reports that

environment energy agriculture and
conservation will take center stage at the first

January 2000 Presidential Debates The

debates will be held January 10 and 12 and

will be broadcast nationally

The High Country News website recently

highlighted a reversal decision by Forest Service

officials regarding a golf course that had been

approved in 1998 in Inyo National Forest 0

The Good
GOOD A recent a poll conducted by Dan Jones

and Associates for the Southern Utah Wilderness

Alliance found that 78 percent of those polled
believe off-road vehicles need to be more tightly

managed and 84 percent support closing some
lands to vehicles from the Deseret News

GOOD Rep Merrill Cook soon will introduce

legislation that would expand the Twin Peaks

Mount Olympus and Lone Peak wilderness areas

by about 13 000 acres The proposed legislation

comes at the request of the Salt Lake City Public

Utilities Department which is concerned about

recreational impacts on the watershed

GOOD President Bill Clinton has directed the

US Forest Service to develop regulations that

would permanently ban the building of new roads

in some 40 million acres of roadless National Forest

lands The proposal would more than double the

wilderness land now protected from development

GOOD The Soldier Hollow Winter Olympics

venue planning team recently received an A grade
for its environmental sensitivity from several

environmental organizations Much work needs to

be done to assure the site's continued legacy that

would make the site available and affordable to the

general public after the games have concluded

GOOD In the recently approved SLC Watershed

Management Plan the use of SnowMax an additive

in ski resosrt snowmaking was placed under

severe experimental restrictions

BAD The Bear Hollow Winter Olympics site for

bobsled luge and ski jumping has had no
environmental representation and as a result

resembles an 1880's hydraulic mining site Drive up
towards Park City in the morning and see for

yourself

VERY BAD During the last few months the

Supervisor of the Wasatch-Cache National Forest

has been handing Categorical Exclusions to local

ski resorts as if they were Christmas candy A
Categorical Exclusion CE is a controversial

management too that permits a forest supervisor
to approve projects without any public input or

environmental analyaial Since August 109
Brighton has received a CE for a ropetow and

Alta's Rustler Lodge received a CE for a Chairlift
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the Bad and the Ugly
The leveling of Hidden

Peak Continues unabated

Massive new roads at

Snowbird and in

Mineral Basin

Sign at Snowbird's summit

facilities
adds insult to injury

VISIT httpsaveourcanyons org for

additional views of the devastation in

Mineral Basin



Forest Plan Revision Process
By Tom Stephens

The Forest Plan for the Wasatch-Cache National

Forest adopted in 1985 is being revised

Forest plans are unique to each national forest

The plans are designed to guide forest supervisors
in the management of public lands within

their jurisdiction If a Forest Plan accommodates a

certain use or activity then it is likely that the

forest managers will pern-Lit that use or activity For

example the WasAtch-Cache National Forest 1985
Forest Plan stated that recreational helicopter use
was an acceptable activity As a consequence the

public has been forced-to endure the presence of a

commercial helicopter skiing concession for the past
fifteen years

Traditionally forest plans were resource
based the extraction of resources such as logging
grazing and mining took precedence over other

uses Historically the Forest Service

has demonstrated a bias toward these types of

uses The term multiple use was invented by the

Forest Service and Congress to describe this

management philosophy Conservation groups have
coined the phrase multiple abuse to more
accurately describe the outcome of this philosophy

The Forest Service informs us that it is changing
from a resource-based management basis to one of

maintaining and improving the ecological health of

the forest The new Forest Plan will focus on

biodiversity viability and watershed

improvements If the Forest Service can attain

these goals the result will be a major improvement
in the quality of forest management

As the Forest Plan revision process unfolds
substantial pressures to weaken these new
management directions will be generated by the

traditional resource-based as well as motorized

recreation interests Utah's congressional delegation
will undoubtedly play a major role in the revision

process
To keep the New Forest Plan from becoming a

major disappointment to those who are vitally
interested in the health and integrity of the forest

environment the public must become informed and
involved

You can help influence the outcome of this forest

plan revision pfocessby doing the following

0 Obtain a copy of the 1985 Wasatch-Cache
National Forest Plan and read it

Obtain a copy of the Proposed Action
Wasatch-Cache National Forest Plan Revision
and read it

All these documents are available from the Forest
Service here in Salt Lake City Its offices are located
at 125 South State Eighth Floor and

phone number 524-3900

Participate in the workshops being conducted
in late October and early November at locations

along the Wasatch Front

Make your opinions and constructive ideas

known to the Forest Service

Contact Tom Stephens at 488-2556 or Joyce

Maughan at 359-5900 to determine how your
efforts can best be coordinated

If we expect to have a satisfactory outcome to

this forest plan revision process all of us must
become involved

MANYTHANKS

Our recent fundraising appeal the one
announced with King Kong astride the

Wasatch has so far been a great success

Thanks to all of you generous Wasatch

canyon stewards A special welcome and
thank you goes to the first-time

contributors to our work 40 of the

contributors were first-timers

Your donations will be put to immediate
use in our on-going work to bring the

widest possible public participation in the

Wasatch-Cache National Forest

Management Plan revision process The

importance of your participation cannot be

over emphasized Mark down November
9 1999 on your calendar There will be a

Save Our Canyons Wasatch Front Forum
time and place to be announced

on this subject Gale Dick

Obtain a copy of the Preliminary Analysis of

the Management Situation and read it
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GUEST OPINION

A Vision For The Wasatch Mountains
In The Next Millennium

By Gale Dick

Gale Dick is a co-founder of Save Our Canyons and currently serves as the organization's President He

has been active in Wasatch Front conservation issues since 1959 when he emigrated to Utah from

Illinois He is an active hiker ski tourer back-packer and river runner He has taught physics at the

University of Utah for forty years

The coming months will see a

crescendo of activity in the

Wasatch-Cache National Forest

as it prepares a new Forest

Management Plan This is a

significant process that very
much needs public participation
Save Our Canyons will do its

best to keep you informed about

opportunities for you to

participate
The SOC board among

others has been trying to

envision what we as

individuals would like to see in

the National Forests in the

Wasatch mountains in the

future Here are some of my
own thoughts along these lines

What would I hope to see
First and foremost a sound

and permanent program for the

protection of the watershed

This should include extensions

of the Lone Peak Twin Peaks

and Mt Olympus wilderness

areas since wilderness legislation

affords the surest protection
that we have at the present time

Beyond their essential role as

a watershed the Wasatch

mountains are a fantastic scenic

and recreational resource for the

cornmunities of the Salt Lake

Valley and for the citizens of the

United States There is no

comparable major city

mountain range combination

anywhere on earth We should

be grateful for this gift and do

everything we can to protect and

nourish it

Further urbanization of the

mountains should cease now

Ski resorts must stay within

their current boundaries Over

the next 15 years I would like to

see firm plans developed for the

final state of these resorts plans
based on careful analysis of the

carrying capacity of the

Wasatch mountains There must

be a condition of the resorts in

which they are finished No
evidence has been offered that

this could not be a viable option
for these commercial operations
In the future I would like to see

more lodging for visiting skiers in

the Salt Lake Valley and less in

the fragile mountain

environment
The magnificent defacto

public park we have inherited in

the Wasatch needs to be

managed so as to remain

available to many The Our in

Save Our Canyons refers to the

ultimate owners of the National

Forests the citizens of the

United States I'd like to see

less motorized recreation in the

future than at present More

people can enjoy the limited

terrain of the Wasatch if they
are walking snow shoeing or

back country skiing than if they
are helicoptering or

snowmobiling
I dream of a time when there

will be more affo rdable and

convenient public transportation
into the mountains and canyons
both winter and summer It

should be easy to reach not only

the resorts but the trailheads In

the future there should be more

convenient public access to

public land in areas where that

access is getting cut off by

housing developments Present

lin-dtations on parking on Forest

Service land should be

maintained or made even more

stringent We need fewer

private vehicles without

sacrificing public access a

challenging job for public

transportation

Important but

vulnerable aspects of the

Wasatch are the plants and

animals that make these

mountains so fascinating to

young and old alike The

ecosystems that maintain

these biological communities

must be managed so as to

maintain and improve their

quality and integrity

The National Forests of the

Wasatch need an informed

public that values and cherishes

these public lands I dream of a

time when the Forest Service and

the public who are the owners
will be working together and not

as adversaries in fulfilling the

stewardship of these lands

I would like to see the

Wasatch mountains and the

communities around them

become a shining example of

wise management of public
lands Wouldn't it be great if

planners and land managers
from Bavaria to Japan were to

look to the Wasatch for

inspiration and guidance in how
to do it right

Gale Dick
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SAVE OUR CANYONS needs you and yourfinancial contribution

The Citizens Committee to SAVE OUR CANYONS was founded in 1972 as a non-profit organization dedicated to the

preservation and protection of the Wasatcb canyons from excessive commercial development

SAVE OUR CANYONS is a 50103 organization your donation is tax-deductible

The Citizens Committee is a volunteer-based operation Allfunds received are u-sedfor informational projects

F
I

I

I

Ye I want to join SAVE OUR CANYONS

NAME
I

I ADDRESS

I

I
CITY

STATE

TLEPHONF

F-MAILADDRESS

AWL TO

ZIP CODE

SAVE OUI CANYONS

PO Box 58671

Salt Lake City UT 84158-0671

CITIZEMS COMMITTEE TO

SAVE OUR CANYONS

P 0 BOX 58671

SALT LAKE CITY UT 84158-0671

orct
forget

the

save
0

War

Vasatc
atforu

OILI

Nov 9

Voy1c

forest
plan

process
WNW011

I would like to help by I

Assisting with mailings

Letter writing

Researching

Organizing

Contributing Enclosed find

tax-deductible contribution

in the amount of

Telepbone 801 363-SAVE

info saveourcanyons org

bttpwww saveourcanyons org
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