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ALBION BASIN
by Gale Dick

THE ISSUE.

Alta Lifts has proposed a number of projects on
public land in the Alta Ski Resort. These include
remodeling and replacement of buildings and some
parking lot alteration. Also among the plans are
terrain modifications relating to ski trail alterations,
lift replacement, expansion of snow-making facilities,
and tree cutting. These projects have been studied in
a. Forest Service Draft Environmental Impact
Statement (DEIS) and a decision by Forest Service
officials 1s imminent.

OUR POSITION

SAVE OUR CANYONS does not wish to dispute the
desirability and plans for most of the items presented
in the DEIS. We are requesting that, for the time
being, the decision exclude for further consideration:
trail modifications on Devil's Elbow, Roller Coaster,
and Crooked Mile ski Trails; the plans for
snow-making facilities; and the adoption of the
vegetation management plan. These latter projects
would involve blasting of glacially polished rock,
extensive surface regrading, tree cutting, filling in
stream beds with rock, and trench digging on public
land. ‘

The proposed split decision would allow the lift
company to use the upcoming summer construction
season to advantage in getting started on the projects
which we are not challenging and would not
undertake to challenge so long as we get a chance to
study the other proposals next summer.

OUR RATIONALE
SAVE OUR CANYONS believes that the very
extensive summer use of the Albion Basin area for
picnicking, hiking, and wildflower viewing needs to
be considered along with the plans of the ski resort.

Canyon Condominiums: bigger & taller.
Do we need any more?



A lbion Basion — currently (& perennially) endangered by Alta ski lift operations.

The national forests do not, exist solely for the
downhill ski industry.

We and other interested individuals and groups
have not had adequate opportunity to do on-site study
of the proposed projects. The DEIS was issued in
October of 1996 and reached us after snow had begun
to cover the area. Although our organization had
been actively involved in this round of Alta's plans at
least since 1994, the release of and details in the
DEIS took us genumely by surprise. There was lxttle
if any press coverage.

Further, we have been told that details of
Alternative 3 (designated in the DEIS as the one
preferred by the Forest Service) were still being
changed until the last days before that document was
released. We aré asking for one summer season's
delay in the decision so that we can study the
proposals in detail. '

OUR CONCERN
We have good reasons for this request. In 1992 Alta

Lifts, under the supposed supervision of the Forest
Service, did very extensive blasting and regrading of
an area north of Cecret Lake. This action has
alarmed and angered many summer visitors to the
area. All of us want to be convinced that the present
proposals will not involve similar destruction. O

* As this Newsletter goes to press it appears that
the Forest Service will, indeed, delay a decision on
the Alta DEIS. This opens up your chance to visit
the sites of proposed terrain modifications. We'll tly
to provide opportunities..

ALTA'S REASON]NG '
by Gale Dick

Alta calls their plans "improvements" on the
mountain and forest.  For ‘the' most part, the
justifications coming from the lift company come
without any sort of quantitative (or even qualltatlve)
support. For example:




' ".. information -has been given. No

Lifts have been stressing "energy

® In 1992 the reason given for the blasting and

leveling on upper Devil's Elbow was "public safety."

This would seem to be easily quantifiable with some
_accident records. These have never been produced,
" ¢ paraphrased, or summarized. -

‘ e "Customer satisfaction or dissatisfaction" has often
~-beeti mentioned as a justification.

the gross state product. They get sales tax breaks,
they get a lot of state funded publicity, but they are
not a major part of the state economy.

I don't wish them ill, and 1 enjoy their services,
but I can't see how they can justify such special
treatment whereby their preferences automatically
count as well-documented studies. O

~One would think it could be easily
quantified. - No polls have been
.’»conducted. . 'No ~anecdotal

_analysis has been offered.

X3 ReCe‘n‘tly, representatives of Alta .

{iconservation" considerations. 1.
' gass,ume this relates to fuel |}
;"%f'tonsumption in early-season trail
s ipreparation. This surely can .be
}. “iquantified.  Exactly how much .
i.energy is being expended and how
“much,could be.saved? (I give this
' :-,‘isort of problem to introductory
;:»bhysics classes.) I haven't seen any

quantitative estimates on this.

¢® In a recent meeting, Onno
Wierenga, head of Alta Lifts,
raised the specter of "higher lift
pass  prices". Pricing by
competitive businesses is surely a
quantitative craft in which costs
are totted up and marginal benefits
are estimated or even calculated.
Spread sheets, graphs, pie charts
appear and prices are assigned. I
never heard any allusion to such.
analyses during, before, or since

UNITED WE STOOD
A Liule Tale of a
Little Dell (Canyon)

"~ by Ann Wechsler,

The Past: Once Upon a Time in
the little kingdom of Salt Lake
‘City, a- group of barons decided
they wanted to make théir city a
bigger, richer kingdom, -and' they
bid for the Winter -Olympics.
With the "help of some of the
people, they chose venues for the
big events in 1998 or'2002: The
venue they’ chose for . the
cross-country and biathlon was the
Mountain Dell Golf Course in
Parley's Canyon.

Everyone liked the idea of the
golf course because it was already
developed land, and it had a
sprinkling system buried
underneath it for the snow-making
that would be needed. The barons
took us on a bus ride to look at the
proposed venues, and we all liked
the golf course. "It's very suitable
for x-country”, they assured us.
You can now see for yourself how

that meeting.
® A sort of all-purpose, but of
necessity rather vague, justification
is contained ‘in the notion of
"staying at the cutting edge of the ski industry with
state-of-the-art technology." As a justification it
seems to me to fall pretty much into the category of
"Trust us, we're the professionals." They are indeed
— but they are not the only stake-holders in these
decisions on public lands.

‘The ski industry in Utah accounts for about 2% of

Snowbird plans a restaurant-shopping
-conference complex on the summit of
Hidden Peak.

suitable it is — it's in the 1994 bid
book. ,
Then the little city was
awarded the Olympic Games for
2002 and some outsiders came to town (the FIS, or
Federation Intemationale de Ski). They didn't like the

“golf course for a number of reasons — but especially

for its lack of snow and its proximity to the freeway
fumes of I-80. And it had no legacy. It's the people's
golf course, and will be returned to golfers. Turns out
even the chief baron, Chairman Tom Welch, knew the




‘habitat cover.

golf course was an unsatisfactory site, but he said to
wait until after we were awarded the games before
changing 1t.- o

The outsiders and the barons, and even the local
skiers, liked another canyon in the Mountain Dell
drainage - the Little Dell site. They saw a sprawling
meadow where theéy could seat 10,000 spectators in
temporary bleachers, and another 15,000 could mill
about next to the racing corridors, watching big
events. They saw a trail, which could be "improved"
for posterity, and a stream which could be crossed
several times with bridges, and lots of fish and
wildlife for future generations to gawk at. There was
only one problem. The land belonged to the people.

So the barons went to the chief steward of the
kingdom, the mayor, and she said they would have to

‘get a working group of the kingdom's people together

and 1dentify the concerns with the area. So the

people got together in another bus and went to look

at the site, just a short drive from town.
The Present: That brings us to September 1996.
Representatives on the working group ‘were from the

SLOC, government agencies, political entities, and

conservation and sports groups. This is a story about
how the conservationists — the Sierra Club, Save Our
Canyons, Audubon, Trout Unlimited, and others —
got together as their concerns mounted. With each
meeting of the working group, more was learned
about the likely impacts on this as yet undisturbed
watershed. Trails would be more like tracks, or
roads, than mere trails. Huge amounts of heavy
underbrush would have to be removed, spoiling
Soils would be compacted, and
disturbed soils would silt up Little Dell reservoir. A
waxing hut would be needed for each competing
nation. Maintenance buildings, a separate biathlete
stadium, night-time lighting, a timing-announcing-
control building, grooming equipment, scoreboards
and timing boards, and more, would invade the area,
leaving Olympic-size litter. The Bonneville cutthroat,
a threatened species, probably wouldn't be around
anymore for future gawking by school children.
Conservationists surmised, without further study,
that the impacts would be detrimental to this area.

Furthermore, it would take months to do a study to

determine the exact nature of environmental damage,
and no other sites were under consideration. With
only three years left before rehearsing Olympic
competition, we decided to take the lead and urge the

SLOC to consider other possibilities. Both
conservationists and athletes affirmed therr support for
a site that will: permrt a legacy for skiers and shooters
— a legacy that is not permitted in this watershed.
By the end of January, 1997, we had achieved our

~ objective. The SLOC -announced it-would study, in

addition to both Mountain Dell sites, any additional
ones proposed that satisfy certain . criteria.  Two
critical prereqursltes are size (400 acres), and amble
water for snow making. It must also not be
encumbered wrth legal restrictions.

The Future: - This simple tale has a lesson for the
future. The barons learned a lot about their kingdom.
They learned that the people care about their land.
They care about preserving some shrmkmg open
space in its orfginal state, where they can find
solitude and listen to birds singing, not sputtering.
They want the excitement of spying elk and moose in
their natural surroundings, or of an eagle swooping to
its nest with a freshly caught rodent. They waiit to
be able to cross the stream on beaver dams not on
concrete bridges.

As our kingdom grows richer (and poorer for
some), these are things which will not be squandered
by a few barons. Not if we take a stand, together. O

Salt Lake Tri- Canyon Heliski Debate

by Steve Lewis

* This is the full text of SOC'’s position
outlined in the Heliski mailing.

Wasatch Powderbird Guides, (WPG) based at
Snowbird Utah, has submitted a request to renew it's
five year special use permit, which expires in June of
1997. WPG has proposed to the Forest Serv1ce that
it be issued another five year permit and that it be
allowed to use no less than two helrcopters and
otherwise generally continue heliski use patterns in
the same manner it has for years.

<.

THE . GENERAL PUBLIC'S GOAL

® To eliminate or, as a means of compromise,

substantially reduce noise and user conflicts caused
by winter heliski activity and helicopter canyon
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overflights.

¢ To balance future WPG winter heliski activity with
escalating crowding at'focal ski' resorts and resulting
dynamic growth in dispersed winter backcountry use.

" TERMS

Céntral Wasatch: The Forest Service should consider
using this term in place of "Tri-Canyons," in order to
consider all canyon overflights, specific heliski visits
in areas adjacent to the Tri-Canyons, and to factor in
Homie Run visits [last run of the day] to Patsy
Marley, White Pine and elsewhere.

Remote terrain: This term should be used in

place of the term "peripheral terrain” which was

formerly used in the past heliski decision.

ALTERNATIVES

® No Action Alternative: Some citizens are asking
the Forest Service to discontinue heliski operations in
the Tri-Canyon area and issue no future heliski
permit.

A further alternative anticipates that the Forest
Service put the current helisk: permit up for bid and
allow WPG and others to submit proposals for desired
future heliski operations.

¢ Continued Heliski Operation Alternative — Citizen
Compromise: WPG would be required to stage, base,
fly or operate no more than one commercial
helicopter in the Central Wasatch at any one time.
This alternative matches WPG's historical use for
most of the past five years and considers the
following conditions:

® Heliski Season: Includes a 90 day season —

‘December 15 through March 15. Five years ago, the

initial heliski decision issued by the Forest Supervisor
anticipated that WPG would not operate prior to
December 15 or after March 15 in the Tri-Canyon

area.  Since then, the Forest Service and private

individuals have come to recognize that Golden Eagle

mating and nesting habits are irreparably disrupted by .

helicopters.

* Proposed Heliski Cap Limits — Central Wasatch
40 Days: Northern Powder Circuit (Silver Fork,
Days, Cardiff and Mineral Fork) 20, Millcreek 5,
White Pine 5, AF Circuit 10. A

®  Creation of Additional Heli-Free Circuits:

Millcreek, Lambs Canyon, Park City and Snake Creek
should be designated as new heli-free zones. These
areas have had little or no use by WPG in the past 5
years. While these areas [except Millcreek] are not
in the Tri-Canyon region, heliski use in these circuits
and resulting canyon overflights impact Tri-Canyon
and Central Wasatch residents and users.

Remote Terrain Options available to WPG:
Bountiful Sessions, Cascade Peak and Ridge, Uintas.

® American Fork Circuit Use: As long as resident
Golden Eagle populations are not interrupted, WPG
would be allowed to ski 10 days in" this circuit
between Dec 15 and March 15 and an additional 10
days from March 16 through April, the later 10 not
counting against the 40-day Central Wasatch cap
limit. The 20-25 day use of AF Canyon matches or
exceeds WPG's past 5 year average use.

® Weekends: The 90 day period, Dec 15 - March
15, includes 12-13 weekends.

Under A ltemative 1, WPG would not fly or ski in
the Central Wasatch on Friday, Saturday or Sunday.

Under A ltemative 2, WPG would not fly or ski in
the Central Wasatch for more than 6 weekends. Any
Friday, Saturday or Sunday use counts as a full
weekend use.

Exception: weekend limitation would not apply
to American Fork Circuit.  Friday meets "weekday
interests" of many dispersed winter users. -

¢® Home Runs — WPG's last run of the day: WPG
historically skis Patsy Marley heavily. They should
use a variety of HR's, eg. ‘Alta, Snowbird; Emma
Ridge, Michigan City, Cardiff Bowl, Toledo Bowl; or
conduct no home runs at all in the Tri-Canyon area,
except at ski resorts, after March 15.

HR Cap limits: Patsy Marley, no more than 25
days, White Pine, no more than 10 days. WPG
should include specific home run use data on
bi-weekly reports. Home runs i Patsy Marley and
White Pine affect Tri-Canyon terrain use and cause
overflights.

® Mitigation Measures:  Past Forest Service
mitigation measures should be clarified and tightened
and penalties imposed against WPG in the
circumstance mitigation measures are not complied
with. Heliski cap limits for example, would be
decreased for each proven violation.

® Bombing and Control Work in the Backcountry:



WPG should do as little bombing and control work in
the backcountry as possible.

° A weekend and

seasonal cap limitation concept is easy to understand
and monitor, and still provides WPG flexibility and
opportunity to conduct a viable business. A 40-day
Central Wasatch cap, plus 10 additional days in
American Fork, plus 10 to 15-day use in remote

Monitoring and Analysis:

terrain gives WPG 60-65 days of operation and -

exceeds past five year use patterns.

‘Recent Limitation Precedent has been set in the
Grand Canyon, Rocky Mt  National Park,
Canyonlands and in Zion National Park.

Comments or Questions regarding this' summary
should be directed to:

Save Cur Canyons ......... 363-SAVE
or write us at:
P.O. Box 58671, SLC, Ut. 84158-0671 o

BIG COTTONWOOD CANYON
TASK FORCE

We are in the process of orgamzing a group to

study development proposals which will soon be put

forward by the Solitude and Brighton ski resorts in
Big Cottonwood Canyon. . The task force will visit
the sites in both winter and summer and learn about
the NEPA and Salt Lake County Planning and Zoning
processes. -

This 1s a great opportumty to become involved
with. a very important public process, meet. new
people, and work with experienced canyon activists.
Please contact us at:

info@éa\febumanyons.org
or call 359-5764

HOT F

HELI-SKIING
some 270 letters.

permit adjustments as proposed by SOC.

EARTH DAY

active participation in issues.

WELCOME TO SAVE OUR CANYONS

and their desired levels of activity.

LASH

S

The Forest Service's public commentvperiod on Wasatch Powderbird Guides permit renewal yielded
Of these, 195 respondents urged either total elimination (95) or time/terrain
limitations on copter skiing. Many writers urged adoption of safety regulations to the permit and

Jeff Streba organized the Save Our Canyons booths for Earth Day at the University of Utah and Liberty
Park. Some 200 new members signed up to SOC. Half of these new members expressed interest in

We have also had a lot of other new members join SOC in the past 60 days, and we want to welcome
all of them to what we expect will be a satisfying relationship with an active environmental group. In
the near future, we will be contacting each of the new members to.ascertain their particular interests
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Save Our Canyons Needs You... and Your Donation

¢ If you care about our Wasatch mountains
¢ If you want to limit development in the canyons

¢ If you want a voice in how the forest lands in
Northern Utah are managed

¢ If you want always to have the opportunity to

enjoy a hike amidst natural terrain, wildflowers and
wildlife : Co
... please join SAVE OUR CANYONS.

The only requirement for membership is a desire to
be informed or involved in crucial canyon
preservation issues. Once on the membership list,
we can let you know of these 1ssues and how to help.
We know there are a lot of Utahns who sympathize
with our cause but are not aware of the organization
or how to get involved. This membership committee
will focus specifically on getting the message out.
Please call Gale Dick at 359-5764 or Ann Wechsler
at 583-2090 if you would like to volunteer in this
project during the upcoming year.

SAVE OUR CANYONS is the only organization

‘'whose sole focus is to preserve and protect our

wonderful foothills, canyons and mountains along the
Wasatch Front. Please join us and become a part of

the effort to keep these areas for everyone to use and
enjoy, and not just the basis for more real estate
development or tourism. We are a volunteer group
and can use your help and your tax-deductible
contributions.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

A small group of volunteers is needed to form an
membership committee who could, by a variety of
means, increase the number of people who consider
themselves members of SAVE OUR CANYONS.

CONTRIBUTIONS NEEDED

Citizens' Committee SAVE OUR CANYONS is
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization founded in 1972
that is dedicated to the preservation and protection of
the Wasatch canyons from excessive development.
Your donation is tax-deductible.

PHOTOS WANTED

Does anyone have photos, either before or after of
the extensive blasting that the Alta Lifts performed in
1992 on Upper Devil's Elbow north of Cecret Lake?
If so please call Gale (359-5764) or leave an email
message at gdick@xmission.com. O

Yes, I want to join Save Our Canyons

NAME

ADDRESS

STATE ZIP CODE

TELEPHONE

E-MAIL ADDRESS ' o

O Assisting with mailings
O Letter Writing

CITY O Researching

O Organizing

O Contributing. Enclosed find my

tax-deductible contribution
of $

MAIL TO: SAVE OUR CANYONS, P.O.BOX 58671, SALT LAKE CITY, UT 84158-0671

info@saveourcanyons.org
http://www.saveourcanyons.org




Citizens' Committee SAVE OUR CANYONS is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization founded in 1972. We
prod officials from the Forest Service, County Commissions, Planning Commissions and water departments to
make decisions in favor of the public's long-term interest i open space and dispersed recreation, and we appeal
when we conclude they have unnecessarily accommodated developers. We work with other environmental
organizations and try to involve the public as much as possible. -

363-SAVE (363-7283)
info@saveourcanyons.org

http://www.saveourcanyons.org

Board of Directors:

Gale Dick, President Alexis Kelner Ann Wechsler
Tom Berggren, Vice President - Steve Lewis Ron Younger
Joyce Maughn

CITIZENS' COMMITTEE TO
SAVE OUR CANYONS

P.0. Box 58671

Salt Lake City, Utah 84158-0671




