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Save Our Canyons Activities

Efforts During the Year
by Tom Berggren

A good deal of our effort went into various

controversies surrounding the Snowbasin resort These

are discussed below

We urged the Salt Lake County Planning
Commission to turn down a developer's attempt to

commercially zone some currently residential

property near Brighton in order to build a hotel

restaurant and conference center In part our

opposition was based on our interpretation of the

County's Master Plan which we helped to create

seven years ago The Planning Commission had

rejected the proposal once The developer submitted

a second marginally scaled-down version of the

proposal and SAVE OUR CANYONS once again
testified against the application A decision from

the Planning Commission is expected shortly
After several years of pressing the Forest Service

to stop reviewing and approving proposals by the ski

resorts on a piece-meal basis there is now a

significant effort by the Salt Lake Ranger District to

require each of the four major local resorts to prepare
a draft of a master plan which will then be

evaluated by the Forest Service and the public

through the full NEPA process including an EIS We
also worked with the Forest Service to minimize the

number of projects which were already under

consideration that they would approve A

consequence of this success however is that the

public will have to digest a great many important
issues in a short period of time For example the

Alta Master Plan is already out and the others are

expected soon We have undertaken an emergency
level effort to inform the public about important
issues in the Alta Master Plan and to enlist their

comments on the Forest Service's Draft Environmental

Impact Study on it

We helped George Ra-nsen and the Midway-based
Snake Creek Preservation Society work with The

Nature Conservancy and the Uta-h State Parks to

purchase most of the private land in Snake Creek

Canyon In March the Governor signed a

Preservation and Conservation Easement for the

property acquired by the Division of Parks which we
helped draft and which in essence prohibits all

development in the canyon
This was the culmination of five years of effort

starting with our work to limit the Forest Service

approval of Brighton Ski Resort's expansion and to

stop Wasatch County from changing the zoning We
are still working to complete the acquisition of the

last piece of private land in part by pledging a

matching contribution

SAVE OUR CANYONS supported the preparation
and distribution of the Salt Lake Tribune's Wasatch

Canyons tabloid based on the prior year's series

Many of our members and our efforts were

highlighted in the publication

Save Our Caiyois leadership rneets with officials of

Bonneville Pacific aboutflitnie replacenient in lower Big
Cottonwood Canyon



SOC proposed legislation to encourage local

governments to purchase threatened land and

formally participated in the Governor's Growth

Summit as it related to open space A version of our

proposal was adopted in Gov Leavitt's open space

plan We commented on the proposed Anschutz oil

pipeline proposal and questioned the need as well as

the proposed route SOC's leaders also met with

proponents of the new flumeconduit proposed to

parallel the lower part of Big Cottonwood Creek
We are participating in Salt Lake City's review of

the relocation of the Olympic Nordic events from the

originally proposed Mt Dell golf course to the Little

Dell reservoir area

We have continued our essential support of the

monthly Wasatch Front Forum series now in'its fifth

yearA
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The Pfeifferhorn Conservation Leadership Award

The Pfeifferhorn Conservation Leadership
Award is awarded by six major environmental and

outdoor recreation groups each year to the individual

whom these organizations believe best served the

public interest in the preceding year The recipient is

a person who worked hard and diligently to preserve
and protect some aspect of the natural environment of

the State of Utah We believe that the leadership
and results which we honor will be regarded by future

generations as essential to the well being and quality
of life of our residents The Pfeifferhorn award not

only provides the opportunity to recognize the

achievements of such a person but also raises the

consciousness of citizens and governmental officials

about the need for action

We chose to name the award after one of the

highest nearby peaks because the Pfeifferhorn

exemplifies the-beauty we strive to protect It also

symbolizes the great vision we need to accomplish
that protection

The organizations supporting the Pfeifferhorn

Conservation Leadership Award are the Utah

Chapter of the Sierra Club Wasatch Mountain Club
The Nature Conservancy The Utah Nordic Alliance
Citizens Committee to SAVE OUR CANYONS and

Great Salt Lake Audubon

George Hansen Making it Happen
This year's recipient is George Hansen a resident

of Midway who spent nearly five years of his life

resolutely and selflessly working to preserve Snake

Creek Canyon in its natural state

1995 was the year in which his efforts to preserve
Snake Creek came to fruition For more than five

years including one year when he was working in

Wales George was a tireless volunteer who made
thousands of phone calls wrote hundreds of letters

attended innumerable meetings spoke at many public

hearings and meetings went through dozens of drafts

of purchase and easement documents and performed a

great variety of other services all on behalf of Snake

Creek Preservation Society a non-profit organization
he formed More importantly he motivated and
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Aerial photograph of Snow Basin soon to become another Deer Valley

Snowbasin Land Exchange
A Yuletide Gift to the Wealthy

by
Ann Wechsler

I

It was 1990 and Sun Valley Corp had just

announced it would appeal the decision to exchange
220 acres of prime Forest Service land at the

Snowbasin Ski Resort Sun Valley was unhappy that

Wasatch Cache Forest Supervisor Dale Bosworth
had declined to let go of all 1320 acres of prime

public land for a commercial real estate development
Senator Orrin Hatch wasn't just unhappy with

Bosworth's decision he was seething It was a

dumb-ass boneheaded decision Hatch told

Bosworth's superior Stan Tixier Before a public

gathering Hatch went on to say I've never asked

Stan to help us yet that he hasn't done it I hope
that puts you on the spot Stan

So the reluctant regional forester overturned Dale

Bosworth's decision and increased the Snowbasin

give-away to approximately 695 acres That decision

was not enough to placate Senator Hatch however

Ignoring the fact that 1320 acres was far more land

than was needed to build a four season resort the
entire village of Snowbird is on 40 acres of land the

Cliff Lodge's footprint is 3 acres let alone to host the

Olympics Hatch and the rest of the Utah

Congressional delegation thumbed its collective nose

at some Forest Service personnel the environmental

community and Ogden residents to hatch its own
dumb-ass bill to divest the public of 1320 acres of

prime undeveloped public land

After an intermission of several years in which Sun

Valley Corp failed to deliver its master development

plan in late 1995 SOC learned of a Senate hearing on

the proposed land exchange Companion bills HR
2402 and S1371 introduced by Rep Hansen and Sen

Hatch portrayed a land exchange of 1320 acres two

square miles as necessary to host the Olympics By
all accounts the hearing was a love-in On learning

of the hearing SOC immediately sent its analysis of

the offending bills by Federal Express For some

inexplicable reason those comments were not

accepted into the record

Save Our Canyons followed with intensive

lobbying and blanketed the House with an

informative tabloid I traveled to Washington for

SOC to meet with members of the Senate Energy and

Natural Resource Committee and others to stress

that if Congress feels a legislatively mandated land
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exchange is necessary to host the Olympics then it allow condos and conference centers a full service

should make sure that only the land legitimately four season resort with an additional 800 acres of

required for such purposes is included in the law undevelopable land next to 7000 acres of private
Democratic lawmakers were sympathetic but this land already owned by Sun Valley But Congress

was the infamous 104th Congress They were works upon reciprocity Utah Wilderness a

alarmed that they had voted for a bill that would

Tom Berggren left and Gale Dick hold press conference on Snowbasin land exchange

monumental public land controversy before Congress

eclipsed the Snowbasin issue

HR 2402 and S1371 became part of an Omnibus
Parks Bill a slimy way to get unpopular bills passed

by attaching them to something more palatable
This bill contained goodies for 41 states and on the

very last day indeed the last hour the 104th gave
Utah its public land debacle To have put this

divestiture of public land in a category with

deserving projects such as the funding of Sterling

Forest on the New York New Jersey border or

approval of a trust to manage the Presidio in San

Francisco was a diss ervice to the public
We have Hansen Hatch Bennett Garn the former

Senator was also involved and an emasculated

Forest Service to thank for this ugly precedent The
Citizens Committee Save Our Canyons Committee
mobilized quickly and with an outpouring of support

from the community did its best to defeat what

eventually became The Olympic Facilitation Act
The Save Our Snow Basin Committee organized in

the Ogeden area and also sent representatives to

Washington to lobby for the defeat of this exchange
Is it true what Hatch said back in 1990 that

anyone who doesn't support Earl Molding's

proposal is a Neanderthal 97 percent of the

community supports the full 1320 acre trade

including the entire Utah congressional delegation

with the exception of Wayne Owe6s who would
have a rough time supporting it seeing as he's

catered so much to environmenlalists

Who you may well ask arethe real

Neanderthals A
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A Victory in Federal Court

by

Joro Walker

In a significant victory for CCSOC Federal District

Court Judge Thomas Greene struck down a Forest

Service decision approving construction of the Mt
Odgen ski lift and accompanying ski runs at

Snowbasin ski area located on the National Forest

near Ogden Utah Ruling from the bench on July 30

Judge Greene determined that the Forest Service

violated federal law by failing to take a hard look
at the potential environmental impacts of the

proposed construction at Snowbasin a ski area owned

by Earl Holding's Sun Valley Company
Prompting CCSOC's lawsuit was the Forest

Service's failure to require Snowbasin to develop and
commit to a specific plan to control the significant

avalanche hazard posed by the steep and pristine

slopes of the area slated for development While

agreeing that Snowbasin lacked experience

controlling steep terrain avalanche experts

disagreed on points as fundamental as whether the

avalanche hazard in the area could be actively

controlled Because no avalanche plan existed which

reconciled these differences the Forest Service had

failed its duty to ensure public safety
In addition the Forest Service failed to fulfill its

legal obligation to analyze the impacts of the lift

and ski run construction together with reasonably
foreseeable future projects at the ski area Although
the Forest Service had already approved construction

of a four-season destination resort complex and land

exchange at Snowbasin the agency failed to analyze
the potential cumulative impacts of the whole

development plan as required by law

Finally CCSOC argued that the Forest Service

violated the law when it failed to analyze the lift

and ski runs and the destination resort plan in a single

environmental document Although Snowbasin

had always proposed the development of the lift and

ski runs as part of the larger development project the

Forest Service unlawfully segmented these connected

projects for the purposes of environmental

analysis

Judge Greene agreed with CCSOC arguments and

overturned the Forest Service's decision instructing

the agency to redo its analysis of potential impacts of

the project on the environment This victory for the

public will mean that the Forest Service will make a

more well-informed decision before it decides

whether to allow construction and development in

this beautiful and untouched area of the National

Forest Perhaps as well the public will benefit from

future better informed decisions from the keeper of

the public's forests

Judge Greene agreed with CCSOC arguments and

overturned the Forest Service's decision instructing

the agency to redo its analysis of potential impacts of

the project on the environment This victory for the

public will mean that the Forest Service will

make a more well-informed decision before it decides

whether to allow construction and development in

this beautiful and untouched area of the National

Forest Perhaps as well the public will benefit from

future better informed decisions from the keeper of

the public's forestsA

Joro Walker representd the Citizens Committee to

Save Our Canyons in this litigation

Save Our Canyons Joins the Computer Age

New Telephone Number and E-mail

Save Our Canyons now has a phone number

363-SAVE 363-7283

The main purpose for this effort is to make it easier

for people to find out about the organization and how
to join and to find out what can be done on current

issues a hot-line It will be one of those voice mail

with-simple-menu-af fairs with information and a

place to leave messages
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Save Our Canyons has an e-mail address

i-nfosaveourcanyons org

This can be used to reach us with your comments

suggestions and questions

World Wide Web
Save Our Canyons has a very modest beginning on

the Web
http www saveourcanyons org



Using the usual disclaimer the site is under
construction If you have a browser check it out and

make suggestions It is hoped that in time it will be

a way of quickly and easily getting out alerts and

letting people find out what is happening when
controversies erupt There will be links to resources
such as newspaper and magazine articles Forest

Service scoping notices and decisions and other

organizations efforts We can provide specific

guidance on what you can do to get involved whom to

write or call and what to say If anyone is interested

in helping improve the usefulness of the site please
e-mail Tom Berggren at

berggren Ccoutw corn

A volunteer who has a good familiarity with-html

programming and or web design experience would be

greatly appreciatedA

Save Our Canyons Needs You and Your Donation

If you care about our Wasatch mountains if you want

to limit development in the canyons if you want a

voice in how the forest lands in Northern Utah are

managed if you want always to have the

opportunity to enjoy a hike amidst natural terrain

wildflowers and wildlife please join SAVE OUR
CANYONS

SAVE OUR CANYONS is the only organization
whose sole focus is to preserve and protect our
wonderful foothills canyons and mountains along the

Wasatch Front Please join us and become a part of

the effort to keep these areas for everyone to use and

enjoy and not just the basis for more real estate

development or tourism We are a volunteer group
and can use your help and your tax-deductible

contributions

Volunteers Needed
A small group of volunteers is neededto form an

membership committee who could by a variety of

means increase the number of people who consider

themselves members of SAVE OUR CANYONS The

only requirement for membership is a desire to be

informed or involved in crucial canyon preservation

issues Once on the membership list we can let you
know of these issues and how to help We know
there are a lot of Utahns who sympathize with our

cause but are not aware of the organization or how to

get involved This membership committee will focus

specifically on getting the message out Please call

Gale Dick at 359-5764 or Ann Wechsler at 583-2090 if

you would like to volunteer in this project during the

upcoming year

Contributions Needed
Citizens Committee SAVE OUR CANYONS is a

501 c 3 nonprofit organization founded in 1972 that

is dedicated to the preservation and protection of the

Wasatch canyons from excessive development Your

donation is tax-deductible

Yes I want to join SAVE OUR CANYONS

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY

STATE ZIP CODE

TELEPHONE

E-MAIL ADDRESS

I would like to help by

El Assisting with mailings

Letter writing

Researching

Organizing

Contributing Enclosed find my
tax-deductible contribution

in the amount of

MAIL TO SAVE OUR CANYONS PO BOX 58671 SALT LAKE CITY UTAH 84158-0671



Citizens Committee SAVE OUR CANYONS is a 501c3 nonprofit organization founded in

1972 that is dedicated to the preservaiion and protection of the Wasatch canyons from
excessive development We prod officials from the Forest Service County Commissions

Planning Commissions and water departments to make decisions in favor of the public's

long-term interest in open space and dispersed recreation and we appeal when we conclude

they have unnecessarily accommodated developers We work with other environmental

organizations and try to involve the public as much as possible

363-SAVE 313-7283

infosaveourcaftyons org

httpwww savourcanyons org

Board of Directors

Gale Dick President

Tom Berggren Vice President

Alexis Kelner

Steve Lewis

Joyce Maughn
Ann Wechsler

Ron Younger

CITIZENS COMMITTEE TO SAVE OUR CANYONS
PO Box 58671

Salt Lake City Utah 84158-0671

ID
Come to our

annual

membership meeting
on

January 29
7 pm at REI
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