














WHY | WANT TO PROTECT THE WHSHTCH

Written by Save Our Canyons Volunteer llana Fogelson

My dog and | went for a run the other day up in the
foothills. There was a muted quality to the air as | pulled
on my gloves and zipped my jacket up under my chin.
Only a handful of other cars sat empty in the parking
lot and steady snow was coming down by the time | got
started. My feet pressed off of familiar ground dusted
temporarily white— a string of trails that my mother
introduced to me when | still struggled to keep pace
with her adult legs.

“We're the brave few, huh?” an older man said to me
with a smile through the flurries as he shuffled, his
head down against the onslaught, on his way back to
the trailhead.

“Something like that,” | told him as | headed past.

| was headed to a bend in the trail that would bring
me back around to a gully | planned to climb up to the
ridgeline. By the time | arrived, my liner gloves were
soaked through and my cheeks were nearly numb.

My dog sniffed at the air as we ran, slowly coming

to a standstill. His snow-speckled nose pointed me
across the open field back toward the stretch of trail
we'd started on. At first, | thought he was watching the
old man continuing his trek, but he was long gone. |
dropped my gaze a little lower and found myself smil-
ing at a coyote who stood watching us a safe distance
away. One of the brave few.

I’'m waiting for the snow to thaw higher up so | can
make these sorts of excursions through aspens in-
stead of scrub oak. My partner and | have made a list
of all the places we'll go when it gets too hot in the
valley— Mt. Aire, Alexander Basin, Pfeifferhorn, etc.
When the trails dry out and we make our way up into
the Wasatch, we won't be looking for coyotes across
the field, but instead maybe a moose chewing cud in an
alpine meadow or a marmot scrambling somewhere up
above the tree line. All sights | have encountered be-
fore, and all sights | am determined to encounter again.

Every one of these creatures—canid, ungulate, sapiens,
rodent—the canyons and their foothills have a history
of use for all of us. On occasion we overlap, watch one
another from a distance, and then move on our way.
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“In my mind, these encounters are rea-
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of these ecosystems to which we all, as it

turns out, happen to belong’
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A GREAT WHSATCH ADVOCATE — RICK REESE

Written by Executive Director, Carl Fisher
February 16th, 1942- January 9th 2022

While | had known Rick for sometime, it wasn’t until
the SkiLink fight that our bond really formed. You'll
see a hint of that in our Newsletter from November
2011 (found online). This editorial was a sea change
in the SkiLink campaign, having Rick weigh in and
hand deliver our newsletter to Governor Gary Her-
bert and the Outdoor Industry really changed things
and helped to defeat the bill.

Rick always shared articles, ideas, and cautioned
about aligning too much with the recreation industry
as they fail to recognize the value of our landscapes,
beyond recreation, even though he pioneered so
many routes and even the notion of the Bonneville
Shoreline Trail. It was never about recreation, always
about trying to understand the place and get closer
to the wild. He also pioneered the idea of the Greater
Yellowstone Ecosystem, founded the Greater Yellow-
stone Coalition, just to name a couple highlights.

Here's a note he sent me a few years ago when dis-
cussing the struggles we are still having:
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STATE OF THE WRASATCH

The Wasatch Range is our source of clean water, a
window into the wonders of the natural world, and the
reason so many people come to Utah year-round — and
it's in danger of being destroyed! As the population

in the valley continues to grow rapidly, it is crucial to
understand the sensitivity of this landscape to exter-
nal pressures. The pressures this area sees in visitation
alone are unmatched in any other forest in the country.
This area receives more annual visits than all five of the
National Parks located in Utah and averages about 5.7
million people per year in just the Central Wasatch.

It does not come as a surprise to anyone that develop-
ment of some kind is planned for almost every canyon
along the Wasatch Front. Of course, there are some
positives with development like more correctly con-
structed trails, parking accessibility, and better public
transportation. On the other hand, there are definitely
negative components too like resort expansion, lack
of housing, more hotels, more impacts on the entirety
of the environment, and a tainted watershed. With
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proposals for large mining operations, gondolas, road
widening projects, unsustainable fire mitigation, and
recreational homes aplenty, you can't help but think -
we cannot make more mountains, we can only preserve
and restore the ones around us.

We would like to see that this extraordinarily unique
environment is kept pristine for the sake of wildlife,
ecosystem preservation, and the health of the citizens
that depend on the one resource that is essential for
life in this valley: water. Over 60% of the water used
by residents of the Salt Lake Valley comes from can-
yons in the Wasatch Mountains. Protecting watershed
resources of the Wasatch Range not only protects the
aesthetic and scenic value of these lakes and rivers but
ensures a healthy future for the growing populations
in the valleys below. As we continue to get less snow
each year, we are facing a threat to the quality of our
water. Less snow means our water is more vulnerable
to a higher concentration of pollutants. There is this
undeniable “drying of our mountains” happening right
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now. It is crucial, now more than ever, that the import-
ant Central Wasatch watersheds in both Big and Little
Cottonwood Canyon are protected from further de-
velopment to keep our drinking water clean and pure
from the source.

Wilderness designation is the best way to protect the
integrity of the Central Wasatch. It is the highest level
of protection that our public lands can receive and
can only be created or removed by an act of Congress.
One of the main driving forces behind the urgency

of confirming the establishment of more wilderness
designations throughout the Wasatch is because not all
public lands in the US are eligible for protection under
the Wilderness Act. In order for lands to qualify, they
must be pristine, “untrammeled” landscapes that have
been Inventoried Roadless. If an area, for whatever
reason, loses its Wilderness character, or people leave
their mark on the landscape, it becomes ineligible for
future protection. Once these special places are com-
promised, they could be lost forever!
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Louis Arevalo Photography; https:/www.louisarevalophotography.com/index

Save Our Canyons strives to educate the public and
further the goals of protecting the natural environ-
ments around Salt Lake City. We achieve this through
active involvement in planning processes at the city,
county, state, and federal levels. We also spend sub-
stantial time and energy working with local govern-
ment entities, and their staff and elected officials, as
approximately 20% of the landmass in the Wasatch
Mountains is privately owned and, therefore, under the
jurisdiction of these local government bodies.

By getting citizens actively involved in public land is-
sues we can collectively support laws, ordinances, and
policies that integrate science and push for an ecolog-
ically minded approach to create resilient landscapes
for future generations. Remember to stay engaged and
active! Vote for the protection of both the Wasatch
and the environment, public lands, breathable air, and
clean water.

Save Our Canyons, Spring 2022 13



EMPOWERING STUDENTS AND PRESERVING TRAILS

Written by Claire Parsons, Wilderness Stewardship and Education Coordinator

¥

at : -

Nicole Schulter; originsbynicole.com; Instagram @orlglnsbynlcole

One of the best ways to protect the mountains is
through educating the community around the threats
the region is facing and to share with others how we
can all actively best protect our water supply, live sus-
tainably, and encourage people to believe in a health-
ier ecosystem. In addition to advocating for public
land protections and working alongside policymakers,
we work to increase stewardship efforts across the
Wasatch wilderness and strive to educate students
from all backgrounds.

The Wilderness Stewardship Project comes from the
recognition that our local wilderness areas are gradually
becoming degraded due to overuse. It is our responsi-
bility to actively care for this landscape by helping to
maintain it and educating those who use it. In collabo-
ration with the Forest Service Salt Lake Ranger District
and our volunteers, we are able to facilitate trail work
days where we rehabilitate and restore sensitive areas,
pack out garbage, and reconstruct trails to be better
suited for sustained use. We will be starting our trail
work season in late May and are always looking for
more volunteers so keep an eye out for dates in our
upcoming Action Alerts!

14  Save Our Canyons, Spring 2022

We also have our Save Our Canyons Kids (SOCK:ids)
program that facilitates access to and education about
the Wasatch Mountains to youth throughout the valley
by partnering with different after-school and summer
programs. Bringing these students into the mountains
to hike and to learn more about their home helps them
develop a sense of place. This also demonstrates just
how close and important this ecosystem is to their
communities.

Introducing and connecting youth to the Wasatch
Mountains, giving them hands-on experiences, appreci-
ation, and understanding of our watershed and ecol-
ogy. By familiarizing local kids and teenagers with the
beauty of the Wasatch and creating a positive experi-
ence - we are teaching them to care about this environ-
ment. It is essential for us to remember the importance
of keeping our environment healthy and instilling those
values in future stewards. We are always looking for
more partnerships with educators and youth programs
- if you are interested in learning more or working
together, please contact claire@saveourcanyons.org.
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SKIING & MOUNTAIN
LIVING THROUGH ART

Written by Christian Sant at 77mm

A key component of 77mm’s core mission is to provide
greater access to the world of skiing & mountain living
through art, design, and architecture—without sacrific-
ing on environmental concerns. 77mm takes its name
from the tail width of the first Howard Head aluminum
standard ski. In 1947, Howard Head, a self-educated
structural engineer working in airplane manufacturing,
was convinced there was a way to make a lighter ski
using the material and structural analysis from airplane
construction. He quit his job and put all resources into
creating a makeshift workshop. After 40 iterations, he
birthed the first successful non-wood ski in history.

In 1949, he produced 50 pairs, in 1950, he produced
300, and by 1953, he had produced and sold over 4000
pairs of reformed skis. By the end of the decade, Head
became the largest ski manufacturer in the country.

My fascination with this story is rooted in the unintend-
ed cultural and architectural impact of Head’s product
innovation. The significant improvement in ski function-
ality created a cultural reset: more people interested in
skiing, improved capabilities for current skiers, and a
greater demand for ski resorts and ski-related products.
This catalyst resulted in new events and competitions,
further product innovation in apparel, and innovation in
cinematography/digital media—the birth of a complete-
ly new culture. It’s with the fascination of the causal
relationship between physical product and develop-
ment that 77mm explores the physical manifestations
of culture derived from skiing and mountain living. My
driving thesis is that the reshaping of physical products
inevitably changes culture, manifested through percep-
tions, actions, language, art, design, music, film, educa-
tion, transportation, and architecture.

Simply put, if we can reinterpret ski culture through
product innovation, we can influence the architectural
development and overall perception of mountain living.
Thanks to organizations like Save Our Canyons we can
ensure that any progress in development considers the
environment as a serious, paramount concern. For this
reason, we've decided to donate a portion of proceeds
to SOC from all ‘UTAH’ products — starting with our

signature ‘UTAH’ Cap: https:/77mm.online.
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Your tax deductible donation enables us to continue
protecting the beauty and wildness of the Wasatch
Mountains. Becoming a member by donating online or
by mailing in a check to: 3690 E Fort Union Blvd STE
101; Cottonwood Heights, UT 84121.

JOIN

Save Our Canyons relies critically on the support of
individual members and local businesses. Join today for
only $35: https:/saveourcanyons.org/join!

RENEW

Renew your one-year membership today for only $35,

and keep doing your part for the Wasatch:
https:/saveourcanyons.org/renew.

GIVE MONTHLY

Become a monthly member for as low as $5 a month:
https:/saveourcanyons.org/give-monthly.

MEMBERSHIF BENEFITS

Connection to a community passionate about con-
servation
Discount on ALL Save Our Canyons event tickets
Direct access to our brightest conservation leaders
Ability to serve on a Save Our Canyons adviso-
ry committee
An exclusive Save Our Canyons membership event
Quarterly newsletters delivered to your door or via
email (your preference)

e Action Alert emails that focus on direct actions to

protect the Wasatch
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As a community driven organization, our members guide and direct our work. Join us! Annual memberships
are $35 and allow us to continue to advocate loudly for our water, land, recreational access and quality of
life that result from a connected and protected Wasatch Mountains.

It's easy — donate online via saveourcanyons.org
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